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Def. Doc. #2652 (Revise)

Translated by
Defense lanpgueage Branch

Lil'chNAT IONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FUR Thi FAR LaST

Tl UNITLD STATLS UF AWkRICh, et al
-VE -

sRAKT, Sadac, et e}

Sworn Deposition (%4+cnolr tion)
Deponent: KA.ABE, Torashiro
I, £auhbl, Torashiro, stete under oath as follows:
1. I was in Perlin from December 1938 until February 1940 as Militery
Attache to the Japanese “mbassy, with the rank of !ajor-GCeneral. M.
USillA was Ambassador from October 1938 until October 1939.
2 = 1. In October 1938, I wes eppointed Military Attache to the Jeapenese
“mbassy in Germeny succeeding Lt. General USHlliA. Prior to my departure
from Jepan, I was briefed by various persons at the Generel Staff Office
in Tokyo on various subjects concerning my new duties. At thet time, I
heard explanetions as to intelligence and ecounter-intelligence activities
in Berlin against Soviet Russis from 1Lt. Col. USUL who had been in Rerlin,
from May 1937 until January 1933, exclusively in charge of these matters
under'Pﬁlitary Attache OSHllA, gnd hed returned to the General Staff in
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e = 2, fter rmy axpi heerd explarations
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from Col. MANAKT, WO surecegded T4 Ol. "% &a»3 wa3 o clued

charge of this worl frem the
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Through what I heard from USTI . 3

I
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l.ovwing facts:

(a) It was very difficult ior us Jana:
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fiissiens in Europe
for this purpose;

(b) The Germans were not neces

ssarily in sympethy with the white Russians

Or their organizations w:th vhich the Japanece side haé been maintaining

contact up to that time;

(¢) It was particularly difficult for us Japenese to nrepare any Anti-

Soviet activities from £ »

“ODPe a3 a base and procpects of usef'ul results

in the future were also

- -
S11m;

(d) The expense for the Jap.

‘nese intelligence organs in Berlin amounted

to no more th?ﬁn :)OO ’ GOO :,’;:-._ ;"l Plﬁh-'.la:;__j_:\'r Pale 1 ‘}d: ‘ﬂ‘” J}Fa**SC'LtL:,_l EXMOr 3
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I might add here that as resards comnver-12telligsnce activities, only

study and planding in Cor.iicderation of wartime were laid down by the

Chief of the General Staff; licweve:. gtrictly forbidden to put

them actually into effect in psace

¢ - 3. I, like my precece sc-~ 0S!
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charge of these matters. T receaivoc

mitted them to Ambassador CSHIML..
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no relation whetsoever with this metter within secope of his official duty.

“urthermore Ambassador OSHILA, in faet, did not toueh upon these metters

o

&nd never asked me questions about them.

2 =U4. I met several times with the “hite Russians coneerned. I found

out that they

were either nothing but eénti-Soviet ideologists, like Tamerd

fessionals who used to demand money from us by presenting impreeticel end

fantastic anti-Soviet plans.

2 = 5. I knew thet It. Col. WUI pag bought a house at Falkensce in the

suburbs of Berlin, and had turned it over to Col. kul.iI. I kne also

that & few hite Russians were quartered there; they were engaszed in a

small sceale printing of enti-Soviet pamphlets, but I do not know vhat

became of those pemphlets.

I heve absolutely never heard from anyone that OSHIIL op any other

by balloons from Poland, or that they bought & motor-boet to bring such

papers into the Crimea across the Black See, or that they sent Russians

into Soviet Russi

a for the purpose of assessineting Stalin. Any such

matters were completely unknown to me.

3 = 1. %Yhen I arrived in Berlin as Militery Attache in December 1938

Ambessador USHINMA ygg engaged in negotiations with the Germen Government

regerding e Jopanese-German-Italian treety. From this time, until the

degotiations were terminated, around Jugust 1939, I, together with the
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Novel Atiache ;rrtiain;tcdif.frcquent conferences within the Japencse
Pmbossy imbassoaor OShILi. peting s lcadol.

- . ) 8 ATV . :

uring these negoviev.Ons mhagsodor edilbs glways gove the mattcr most
cereful considaretion o1 C) cd the Imbossy steff, the Militery end
Nevel ettaches together for consuliction and study.

3 - 2. As to tic recsons why the JopINCcso Government end the ceontrel crmy

~uthorities wished for the conclueiow of this trecty, Ambassador OSillu.

often told us ns follows:

Lt thot time the China incident woe unexpectedly expending withous ony

prospect of on cerly terminction, ond £ll ecoxcr JEpencsc cfforts for scttle-

ment hcd been of no evel.. ~roaover, hoth the Jeprnese Government cnd the
ermy circles feltd themsel ves threcalensd OY vhe powerful OIrTX ment of Sovict

Russie. e, by concluding this trerty with Gerueny end

Itoly, to improve the diplorntic position of Japrn with the ultinctc purpose
of bringing thc Chinc inecident to the carlicst possible end, ond, ¢t the
some time, to bo prepercd for &ny nttack from Sovict Russia. I acver heerd

from OSHINL thet Jropen intecndcd or desired 1o ut41ize this treaty eficr its

~inst other
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conclusion s ¢ means of initistc or ¥
countries. Neithcr have ] ever heord from anyonc thet OSniIlds plonned T,
desired envthing of this neturc.

3 - 3. 1In Februery 1939, M. 1iu, Nobufumi, neccomponicd by an officer from

both the Zrmy and the Nevy, ~rrived in Berlin bringing the instruetions of

the Jepenesc Government reeerding this Treciy T together with the highcr
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Embessy steff end the Nevel Atteche, wrs present vhen envoy 110 grove the
explonetions to the Smbassedor. The purport of this instruction wes to
1limit to Soviet Russia the object of Japanese Militery assistence, to
bc given to Gorraﬁy and Itely on the besis of the treecty. This was ot
variance to whet OSHIML hed elrecedy cormuniceted to Germeny upon inst-
ructions of the Government, nemcly that although Jepen considcrcd Soviet
Russia e¢s the primery object cof this proposed trecety, Britein and France
would elso be included e£s secondery cobjects. Fecing this situstion,
OSHIIL cabled his orinion to Tokyo that, in view of the progress up to
thot time, Cermeny might become distrustful of Jepen if Le trecasmittea
to Germeny the changed Jepenese view as instructed, eand, morcover, would
never Eccept the preposel.
3 - 4. Accordinz to Exhibit No. 2230, Ambassodor OSnlla. $01d thce Germen
Foreign Minister on 27 by 1939 thet "the Wor Minister requested UShlli.
by wirc to hold off until lcter ecgeinst HRIT4. in order not to disturbd

the discussions arong the verious quertcrs in Tokyo. The Army is firmly
resolved to fight the metter out quickly end even &t risk of a2 ccbinc

overthrow." Concerning this I heve the following rccollcction:

Lecording to my memory, it wos about the middle of MRy 1939, I

dispatched & telesrem from Becrlin to Tokyo stating thet Jopan mus

1

clarify her position &s to whcether she wvas going to conclude tnc trcety
with Germeny and Italy or not, and that to continuc in thc aimbigucus

attitude of that time wculd orly invite the contempt of forcign
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ncreupon received from %er N3 Ste C & the

s K

—




18 now under oTs
discussion within the cabinet, and, s the otmosphere is turning fevoreble
to its conc lusian, we had better remain silent for the time being. I heve

the ececbhbinet . I tolad {rbessador

10 thought whetsoever of overthrowin_

US:dlis of this telegran,

On this 27th day of Oct., 1947,

et Tokye.

Deponent: Xaw..B., Torashiro (seal)

T — e —

I hercby certify thet the ebdove stetement We8 sworn by the Dc ponent,
+10 affixecd his sl nature

SCNce

and s=cel thereto in the preo

On the same dete,

1'oyo.

Witness: (signcd) thMAHUbCHI, Ryu

Ui .-Tli- d

In acecordence With ry eo

nscicinec I sweer to tecll the vhole truth

d1thholding nothing and édding nothing.

(signed) KeniBE, morasiipo (seal)
M




