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Letter from Admiral H, R, Sterk to Admiral J. 0. Richardson !
24 September 1940, '

24 SEPTEIBER 1940,

DEAR JO: I am wcrking on a letter for you but will send
you a copy of my liefiter to Peckj; it 1s self-explanstory.

I meant simply to izention Faulkner but got into something
a little more sarious.

Frankly, I do uof iike the leok of things eny too well.
Spent over thres hcours in the State Nepzriient yesterday -

something over wuys i ihe wmorning with v Laell. Welizs and
Hornbeck, ana “hzn zgoin an the afiornoan ewer sa hoar with
Mr. Welles., I Gealiare mad you been vrerceny vou would have
been 1in agreer=1% witl; what I did zvd 1 sushed wy shoughts
home Just as aarc as I cantd., I mey czv %hat the saae general

pleture so far 2s oar atiitude is concerned otill hnids, ale
though I would nct e surprired, coni:dentially netween you
and me, to see an emtsigs on scrap bubt this too would be
along %he lines State has been werking on.

I strongly opnosed, and I beileve carried my point, an
embargo on fvel cll for reasonc winich are obvioas to you and
with which I msy say I think the 3iate Lepariment is in cone-
currence. I bellieve Mr, Hull Lroughic it up to get a thorough |
discussion of the subject and Mr. Welles said ne was in com- '
plete agreement with me,

Hope to get a letter off in the next day or two with a
coverage of some of the thoughts thzi I have been playing
with and, as you know, my mind is completely open to you,
almost to simply thinking out loud,

With every good wish as slways

Sincerely, )
s/ BETTY,

Admiral J, O, RICHARDSON, USN,
Commander in Chlef., U, S, Fleet,

USS "New NMexico," Long Beach, Celifornia.

P.,S. Just recelved yours with regard to your coming East and
will take it up with the Secret:ry. Unless there is something
you feel you want to talk about or thet crops un after your
arrival on the Coast, I will tell the Secretary I see no need
of your coming East, at least for the moment.

I am sorry the message wes not sent to the Fleet. I have
felt that was an Alde's job. When with the Secretary I always
sent themj; in the last case when I visited EHawaii I sent them
for the Secretary not only to the Navy and to the Army but to
the Governor as well., I will tell Mort Deyo to be on guard
agalnst these slips hereafter,

Perhaps a letter from the Secretery now would be helpful. I
will talk to him about it,

25 SEPTEMBER 1940,
P.S. to my letter of yesterday.

After my note to you of yesterday I spoke to Mort Deyo about
telegrams back to the Fleet or other activities after the Sec-
retary's visits,

Hort told me that the Secretary was preparing letters himself
as a result of his visit out there so you may expect to hear
from him, ' |
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Letter from Admiral H, R, Stark to Admirsl J. 0, Richardson
24 September 1940,

iy feeling is that a letter sometime after a visit can never
take the place of an apprecliative despatch and I have so told
Mort. Of course in the last analysis the Sccretary is the
Boss but I have given Mort the thought - here's hopin!'.

Until you wrote I hed not seen the sheet which placed officer
and enlisted personnel under the Assistant Secretary or at
least that particular item escaped my attention. It was not
in the original suggestions I made to the Secrectary. I imme-
diately took 1t up with the Secretary and it has been changed;
personnel now coming dircctly under the Secretery which is the
same as it has been. Of course you know that BuNav and OpNav
usually settle these things pretty much themselves,

/s/ BETTY,.
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