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DOCUMENT 2720 &

e

LPOLINARIA NAVARRO, after having been duly sworn, testi-

! fied at Sabang, Lipa, Batangas Province, P, I., on 1 November,
- 1945 as follows:

¢ 'Q Please state your full name, age, address and nationality.
A Apolinaria Navarros 32 years old, Sabang, Lipa, Batangas
Province, P. I., Filipino.
' Q What 1s your occupation?
3 & Housekeecper.,

| Q@ Do you intend to remain at your prescnt address, and if
[ not, how can your whereabouts in the future be ascertained?
| £ I intend to stay herc for some time. “

Q Jhere did you reside during the Japanese occupation?
A

We stayed at the barrio of Sulao, Sto, Tomas, Batangas
Province, P, I,

-
i —

@ Did you observe any cascs of mistreatment to Filipino +
civilians by the Japanese? |
_' L Yes, '

Il Q@ Will you describe fully what you observed? |
| ~f " We were living at that time on the outskirts of the |
barrio of Sulac. About the end of February 1945, we ;
were ordered by the Barrio Lieutenant to concentrate |
inslde the barrio of Sulac. The reason for this was
that all those to be found on the outskirts of the bar-
rio will be killed by the Japancse. Around a thousand
of us werc concentrated in the center of the barrio,
in shacks we built for our own shelter.! As sood as Wo—
l have been concentrated, all men were gathered and taken
! on forced labor in the Malarayat Mountains, telling us
g that they will be returned in a week.

Afterwards, all the people were allowed to go back
to thelr homes, but again on about the end of the first
week of March, 1945, we were gathercd for the second

| ’ time in the barrio. About 500 of us, together with a

| few men, were taken to a school housc. Out of this 500 .
i pecople, 15 families grouping about 200 people were se-
;U ; lected and placed in a different place. I was left be-

| hind with the remaining 300 people. Our group was then
J takcn to the front of the house of Primo Quinto,y a Jap
| collaborator. Arriving there, we were separated into '
] farilies zgain, Each family were takcn by four Japanese

soldiers to the Moro river, a part of the Tehero river.

I alweys tried to be in the farthest end of the group,
so thet we could be the last to be executed. Finally |
our turn came, and we were taken and conducted to the
' river. It was five o'clock in the afternoon when we were
led to the river and on the way there, I saw about one
hundred Japanese soldiers scattered near the river and
I also saw some men with their hands tied at their backs,

; As soon as we arrived at the place of execution,

I saw a whole family -~ Meximo Mangubat, age 60; his wife, |
Maria, age 50; Aquilina Javier, age 30, and her two sSons ,

ages é and 4, and two daughters, ages 12 and four months |
bayoneted to death., I saw it actually with M7 OWn eyes )
end I also saw that the four months baby of Aquilina was |
thrown up into the air and landed into two bayonets
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plunged savagely by the Japanese, The baby was dead
before it reached the ground. I also saw about 500 - .7 °
| bodies all scattered around the bank of the river with

l blood oozing out of them, and they all seemed to be

| dead. They had not been removed yet but ‘were allowed

| to stay on the place where they died.

-

At the bank of the river, the Japanese tried to

| wrench my two children from me, fer I was holding them

- firmly. I was pregnant six months at that tims,. Finally,

| they succeeded in taking them away from me, Ludigarlo,

L{ age 10, was the first to fall down as soon as hw

1 had been bayoneted on his right side. Maria, age 6,

| was taken hold of in one arm and was pluaged wildely

| into the air by one Jspanese, while two Japanese soldlers

| | thrust her back with their baycnets as soon as she land-

! ed on the ground, While watching the scene, I called

i for help from God and my face was looking up into the

) sky, when five Japanese soldisrs czme and bayoneted me
at the back., I got five bsyoneh wounds - one on the up-
per part of my right arm, enciner on the upper right of
my chest passing through my treast, ancther on my wailst
region passing through my rignt side, end another on my

) left shoulder. Because of the force of the taycnets

l that passed through my body, I automatically fell on

ﬂ the side of the river, on top of many dead bodies. It

| was about 6 o'clock in the evening when the Jspanese

’ covered us with coconut leaves, After waiting for about

! an houry, I tried to raise myself when there were no more

) Japanese around. I could hear many voices of agoniles

; crying for help, I tried to crawl near a man, Danilel

t Reyes, wno was calling for help. Over him was a dead

!Y body and I tried to push it away from him, As soon as

I toppled the dead body from his own I fell unconscious

because of my weakness from loss of blood. After regain-

ing consciousness, Danlel Reyes wazs still there in the

same place, dead. Then I crawled again and wentu to the

river becsuse I was thirsty. I drank a few draughts of

water in the river and then fell unconsclous again. Re-

gaining my consciousness, I crawled to the same place

where the execution had taken nisce, because that was

the easiest way to go up the river, I went under the

bushes ans slept for a few moments. It was about 10

o'clock in the evening when I crawled again along the

river bank and upon reaching a distance of about 25

| meters I rest again., Wnile I was resting, I looked ar-

| - ound and fcundi a naked dead woman, about 18 years old.

1 I assumed that she hed been raped and afterwards ba-

N yoneted, I crawled back to the barrio of Sulac, and

| reaching the house of Carlos, a Makapili, I was warned

4 to go away bezause there were still Japanese soldliers

| around the place, I was given a bowl of rice but I

| was still too weak ©to eat. I crawled to a dugout and
1 rested there., Aatter a short time, I went to the group
-1 of fifteen families that were sepsrated from us, I was
}| fed there and 2zain Lrey warne: me to5 go away. From
d . there, I met aun accuaintance, Marlz Castillo, who took
® care of me. Mr. Pamfllc Nevipra ceme end treated me,
| I stayed in the hcuse ot Maria Castillce till I came to
Lipa on the 25th of april, 1945, Eveun though I was mis-
treated so inhumenly while I was pregnant, my baby was
| born in one plece,

—
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Q@ Did you recognize any of the dead bodies that you have
mentioned?

A Besides my twochlildren and the Mangubat family that I
have mentioned, the other dead bodies that I can remem-
ber are the following: my sister in law, Maria Rucvafor,
age 30, her daughter, Conchita Hernandez, age 6, and
her son, Antonio Hernandcz, age 33 my sister in law
Juliana Rucafor Magsino, age 50; my nephew and nieces,

| Proferio Magsino, age 25, Presento Magsino, age 30j

. Conc-ita Magsino, age 13, Aurelia Megsino, age 63 my

: brother Agaton Nawvarro, age 33, his wife Maria Villa-

| nueva, age 28; my cousin Bibensio Navarro, age 503 my

sister in law Cresenciana Rucai'or, age 403 my nephews,

Lazaro Navarro, age 12, Mena Navarro, age 10, Alejan-

dro Navarro, age 4, Jose Navarro, age 23 my brother

in law Eleno Rucafor, age 403 Juana Navarro, age 30;

Tamasa de Leon, age 403 Sixto Kamintanoj; Eulogia Ruca-

for, age 263 Benjamin ﬁucafor, age 43 Carolito Dimare-

| les, age 23 Pastor Rucarfor, age 30.

—
.

-

Do you know of any of the Japanese®

I only know of Yamashita. It was common rumor in our
town then that the Japanese General, Yamashita has or-
dered the killing of 21l Filipinos in the Philippines.

=0

E e

| Q@ Yhat happened to your husband?

A My husband, Maximo Pucafor, 50 years old, was one of
those men who were taken by the Japanese on forced la-
bor in the Malarayat Mountain. He was taken by 2 Jap-
anese soldiers and 2 Makaplli wembers - Primo Quintos
snd Delmacio Bueno, in the morning and allowed to return
at about 6 o'eclock in the afternoon of the same
day. His job was to carry boxes of ammunition from the
church where the Japanese had previously stored them
to the foot of the Malarayat Mountain, This went on
for almost two weeks. At the end ol the second week,
the same merbers of the Mskapilis informed my husband to
take tne following day as a day of rest. But early the
next morning the Makapilis returned and took my husband
with them. Since then my huclsnd never recurned and I
' never hesrd news of him. Anzious to learn tne whereabouts
of my husband, I incuired from Mr. Quintes. He told me
that my husband had some workx to finiza and will return
* soon. But after 3 days Mr. Quintos told me to pray for
him because he will never rcturn.

= R -

Q@ Can you tell us the numher of Japanese soldiers present
at the time of the execution?
A There were 20 officers 2nd 100 soldiers.

|
r
i Can you describe any of them?
| A No sir, tut I can tell you that the officers wore lea-

| ther leggings and carried sabers, while the soldiers

| wore short-sleeved khaki uniforms and carried rifles

| and bayonets,

| Do you know to what unit the Japanese soldiers belonged?
No sir, I do not know to what unit the Japanese belong.
We never talked with the Japznese soldiers as we were

| afraid of them, We always iried to stay away from them
X when we see them,

= O
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Q I hand you Exhibit G, will you describe it to me?
A 1t is a picture of myself showing the bayonet wounds
I received on my back.

Q I now hand you Exhibit G-1, will you describe it to
me?

A It is a picture of myself showing four bayonet wounds
I received on the right side of my body.

Q Do you have anything further to add to your statement?
A No sir, that is all,

/s/ Apolinaria Navarro
APOLINARIA NAVARKRO

COMMONWEALTH OF THE PHILIPPINES

)
)
PROVINCE OF BATANGAS g SS
TOWN OF LIPA )

1, APOLINARIA NAVARRO, being duly sworn on oath, state
that I have read to me and understood the translation of
the foregoing transcription of my interrogation and all ans-
wers contained therein, consisting of three pages, are true
to the best of my knowledge and belief,

| /s/ Apolinaria Navarro
| ~ APOLINARTA NAVARRO

f COMMONWEALTH OF THE PHILIPPINES ;
H PROVINCE OF BATANGAS g SS
TOWN OF LIPA )

I, GUILLERMO F. MARIANO, residing at 96 Loreto, Sam-
| paloc, Manila, being duly sworn on oath, state that I
| truly translated the questions and answers given from Eng-
1 lish to Tagalog and from Tagalog to English respectively,
| and that after being transcribed, I truly translated the
foregolng deposition containing three pages, to the witness;
that the witness thereupon in my presence affixed her sig-
nature thereto.

A

/s/ Guillermo F, Mariano
GUILLERMO F, MARTANO

: | Subscribed and sworn to before me this 21lst day of Nov-
:, | ember, 194 5. |

5 : /s/ Herbert C, Likins s

3 HERBERT C. L1KINS, Capt., TC,

; | Investigating Officer, War Crimes
Investigating Detachment,

B
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CERTIFICATE

We, HERBERT C. LIKINS, Capt., ASN 0297351, TC, Inves-
tigating Officer, wWar Crimes Investigating Detachment, and
NEIL OLIVER, 2nd Lt., Inf., ASN 01328736, Investigating Of-
ficer, War Crimes Investigating Detachment, certify that on
the 1lst day of November, 1945, personally appcared before
us APOLINARIA NAVARRO, and according to GUILLERMO F. MARIANO,
gave the foregoing answers to the several cuestions set
forth thereinj; that after her testimony had been transcribed,
the said APOLINARIA NAVARRO had read to her by the said
interpreter the same and affixed her signature thereto
in our presence,

Sabang, Lipa, Batangas /s/ Herbert C. Likins
Province, P, I. HEERBERT C. LIKINS, Capt., TC,

Investigating Officer, War
Crimes Investigating Detachmen

21 November, 1945 /s/ Neil Oliver
NEIL OLIVER, 2nd Lt., Inf.,
Investigating Officer, War
Crimes Investigating Detachment
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I, Alva C. Carpenter, Chief, Legal Section, General

Headquarters, Supremc Commander for the Allied Powers, do

hereby certify that the attached photostatic copy of the
affidavit of APOLINARIA NAVARRO is a true and correct
reproduction of the original affidavit; and that a signed
and sworn copy of said affidavit is presently on file with

this Section.

/s/ Alva C, Carpenter
Alva C. Carpenter,
Chief, Legal Section.
Witness: /s/ John R. Pritchard

Sworn to before me this 29th

day bf Qctober 1946, Tokyo, Japan.

/s/ John R. Pritchard
Captain, Infantiry
Summary Court
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