OPNAV-16-223

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT CONEIDENTIAL

Form ACA-1*
Shegt 1 of 5 _ filled out)
. GENERAL . .

(a) Unit Reporting __ VG=88
(d) Take off: Date € APRIL 1945

(e) Mission Support of Ground Troops, Okinsws Shima.
1. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT.

(b) Based on or at__USS LUNGA POINT (CVE=94)(c) Report No VC=85 = 134
Time (LZT)__ 1380 (I) (Zone); Lat. 25° 30* M |ong 127° 47' E

(f) Time of Return_ 1748 (1) (Zone)

NUMBER 2
TYPE SQUADRON BOMBS AND TORPEDOES
o' s e, | AT e e CARRIED (FER PLANE},. g o B dia
(a) (b) (c) | (d) (e) (f) . (g)
Flii=2 | V0=85 S % i 1-6 x 81'1/‘2" F.S. Rockets
- 4=-6 x 5 HE Rockets »
é=1 x Nepalm Bohb
1600 x +50 Cae Ammos i
IIl. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION. ol
TYPE SQUADRON | NUMBER BASE TYPE | SQUADRON | NUMBER BASE
IV. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).
e ND [NO. ENGAGING TIME LOCATION OF BOMBS, TORPEDOES CARRIED:; CAMOUFLRGE AND
OBSERVED | OWN A/C | ENCOUNTERED ENCOUNTER GUNS OBSERVED MARK ING
VAL 4 ¢ | 1830 (1)) OVER IE STMA| NONE OBSERVED OLIVE DRAB PAINT
1845 (Zoxi) RED INSIGNIA
' _ U " ®N o= ” W TOP PAIRTED ELACK
iBXE 52| 3 s ok _ X UNDERSIDE-SILVER
0SCAR  § 1 - (zo:m Wm0 - & . HOT OBSERVED
(h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s)_ 20 Attgek U.S. Ships off Okinswa " -
- Did Any Part of |
(i) Encounter(s) Occur in Clouds?_ XE& 1f so, Describe Clouds -8000* - -4500' Stretus 1010

Time of Day and Brilliance

(j) of Sun or Moon

(YES OR NO)

|U ’ (ﬂlGlHllT. BIEI!HE\AOON; DAY, OVERCAST; ETC.)

V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in 1l Only).

_ (k) Visibility__

(c)

(BASE IN FEETY TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)

(d)

Tc%E (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: -
. dar il ety o L - LA
ENEMY A/C TYPE A/C | SQUADRON PILOT OR GUNNER GUNS USED WHERE HIT, ANGLE CLAIMED

ZEXE 52

L

4EEE 52 " |
__YAL
4EKE b2
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OPNAV-16-223

form ACA-1 AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT CO el
_ & » . Y0-85 - 134
VI. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in Il only). B
a - (c) ' (d) (e)
TYPE ‘;VJN A/C SQU:;;RON TYPEC&[JJI\?,E :OEYSEEF&?\IAJNQ{ CAUSE :Vm?-iggii:{gTiaﬁgfaLe%u(ilﬁgLnTTﬂi (Give Efﬂgﬂq Ier%'i nLu%Sge;p oRf ;:E)iaAr?;sAgeEs:troyedJ
, Pi=Z | V0-85 | Orashed - out of fuel + | “Total Loss.
e while attempting o ) | Bureau No, 78514
P * reach Yontan Airfield oy | - Engine Bu. Wo. 116664
e ! on mm. £
- * -
6 |
7 - 4 —
8 * =
-9 %
10 . o
1 ,* ,
12 y
13
14 Ak |
% VIH. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in Il only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).
") (b) (c) ~ (d) (e)
NO. | SQUADRON NAME, RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS
2 I W85 Lt.{jz) Adrian §. Bazsell, |USHR Eilled in Action

Crashed while attempting
to reach Yontan Airfield, | '
Okinaws, following dog-fight
with Jap planes, It i=
1ieved he erashed in the
water before reaching the
ﬂ.no _

Viil. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g) TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED (h)

TYPE MILES MILES AV. HOURS AV. FUEL AV. FUEL NO. OF PLANES
A/C OuT RETURN IN AIR LOADED CONSUMED 39 . .50 20MM MM RETURNING
Fl=2 81 85 4 hr 176 150 1 2600 - 4 )

———

IX. ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line).

| CALIBER NONE ~ MEAGER MODERATE INTENSE
HEAVY — Time-fused shells, 7>mm and over B p 4
MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50mm X i
LIGHT — Machine gun bullets, 6 5mm-13.2mm =

X. COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at‘left).

SPEED, CLIMB, SPEED: FiH-2s8 had no trouble closing with Vals or Zekes. Jap pilots did
9 Spioen erivon not make serious attempts to outrun Fi-2s, esxcept in dives.

TURNS | TURNS: Fi-2s turned inside Vals but one Zeke turned inside Fi-2s.
DIVES | DIVES: Both types were overtaken in dives, Vals more easily than Zekes.
Ei‘lll-gfs | PROTECTION: Japs did not fire at Fi-2s. All but one Jap plane smoked

PROTECTION | and burned readily.
ARMAMENT Comparison with Oscar not assessible.

ALLSEY — MFD. BY THE EGAY REGISTER CO., PATENTED




OPNAV-16-223
Form ACA-]
She:re? 5-at.S |

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT CONFIBENTIAL

3 filled out)

. (OMIT THIS SHEET IF NO ATTACK WAS MADE) .

Xl. ATTACK ON ENEMY SHIPS OR GROUND OBJECTIVES (By Own Aircraft Listed in 1l Only)
~ Trucks, Okinewa

REPORT No. ms . m
1480 -

. e 2e oo AbF lime Over, Targat(s) 1§30§Q ek LONR)
(FOR SHIPS INCLUDE ALL IN AREA UNDER ATTACK) . i

. Stratus 8/10 - Solid at 4000

(a) Target(s) and Location(s)

(c) Clcjuds Over Target___ 2500

: (BASE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER) ———
s Clear |
(d) Visibility of Target. e Lz ST L R (e) Visibility 10
(CLEAR., HAZY, PARTIALLY OBSCURED BY CLOUDS. ETGC.) T T At
(f) Bombmg Tactics: T\/DE‘ e - ' b Re e e Sight Used et =
(LEVEL., GLIDE OR DIVE) - T T e

(NUMBER)

Bombs Dropped per Run b BB SIS o o s Altitude of Bomb Release W
{FEET) LEEET)

(g) Number of Enemy Aircraft Hit on Ground: Destroyed ___Probably Destroyed ___

( c CERAT TN T T - T
A{M*N:”pOHKJT DIMENSIONS OR fv(ﬂlv PO A ACKING, BOMBS AND AMMUNITION DAMAGE f;nj_ ne  sliaht
h 2 . Tf 530 .t TONNAGE | (k) SQUADRON 4 EXPENDED. EACH AIMING POINT serious, destroyed or sunk
i STLERE - — }7--——-_ - - —— R — — e e e e e et e s e s Ry S i e
I 1 Flii-2

= ——— o —

1001.500&1

h |
LAY |l A Ml "IN BN, e ST, e M SOOI | s L SRR Vo SO e . = o . TP LRI, vl _ R
P e
|
it —— e = P LSS, & M ST i = WP = - e . RPN U St S RS e
5 | |
|
| S
_..7.._ et s+ e e e = il 7 SIS W e __f—-i - i ——-.—.-_-_-1—.—"--— ——e — o i —_—— - — —_— =0 e =
1
I
i oo AT s RTINSy 1 ” B
: —_ e e s e e — —— ——— e e e —————————— — e —— e . I — e [ — —
8 | |
| 2.
T = =¥ ol O TR R, - —_— e - e N E— S - =
(0) RESULTS: (For ail hits claimed on ship targets and for land targets of special interest draw diagram, top or side view or both as appropriate, showing tvpe and location
of hits. Far all targets give location and effect of hits, and identify ‘by numbers above. Use additional sheets if necessary) .

(p) Were Photographs Taken?. Yao

Photographs of Damage, WhenTaken Should Be Attached By Staple,
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OPNAV-16-223

Form ACA_| 3 AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT CONFIDENTIAL

. | filled out)
v R

XIH. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comment freely,

REPORT NoVe=88 « 1354

 ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY|  following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary. )

- OWN AIRCRAFT
Disposition
Altitudes
Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception
“Angles of Attack and

- Their Effectiveness

| ness - lie carried out his
g;sftea::ee ’?’; c?f?:imanngd Fire gtation,. Liesutenant Kush
Their Effectiveness observed some enemy trucks and attacked one, destroying it. Neamwhile,
ENEMY AIRCRAFT vieinity and the division of File2s,
Method of Locating, Distance James D, INGRAM, USNR, and the divigion

N g was ordered to Point Sugar, 10 miles sout: of Okimswa, Before arriving
o I A there, they were ordered to Foint Han, just morthwest of IE SHINMA end
I o @ver, Decaption abeut 10 miles 10 miles nortiwest of Ukinawa. Lieutenant (jg) Ingram
| gg?;iieogf%f;gﬁm 2% saw a Val at 12 o'cleck at 4000 feot (1500 feet above), 2 to 8 miles
Defensive Tactics asay. Licutenant (w Ingran turned left to get parallel to the Val's
COMMENTS AND course, and Lieutenant (Jjg) Hemyak, leader of the second section pulled

Réconwm:omons Zhe Val started a steep dive toward sowe ships below,

Enemy Weaknesses Licutenant (JE) MM and ﬂw. with their
Otfensive Tactics, Own wingmen, followed the Val in the dive but the distance was to great to

D@fensiveTachcsj g?fnm? over hh hi" sm th. m W W 'wlyt '
it 0 ", Enemy Lioutenant (jg) Ingram gave chase and opened fire. About to over-run

B o SO, Qe the Val, Licutemant (jz) Ingram turned sharply and got om his tail,
Eighrefr Si;ecrion giving him a long burst, The Val burst into flame and went into a dive,
Night Fighting Lieutenant (jz) Homyak cut under Lieutenant (jg) Ingram and followed

Recognition, Aircraft

the Val down., It crashed on IE SHINA. AU one time or another, all four

e Pli-2s fired on this plane. Lieutenant (Jg) Ingrem 1s credited with the

OWN TACTICS kill.

Method of Locating Target
Approach to Tarqget

Altitudes -Soeeds the division joined up again, elimbed to sbout 3000 feet, and soon
Approach sighted tweo Zeke 62 planes 6 miles morth of IE SHIMA at 11 o'clock about
Pull-Out 1500 feet above them. Apparently sighting the File2s, the Zekes pulled

Dive Angle up into the base of the clouds. Suddenly one Zeke poeled off and started

Slating. to dive. Lieutenant (jg) Ingrum and his wingmen wheeled around sharply

Defensive Tactics and opened fire, but were too far behind to hit., The second Leke started

eahid ;a;‘;"éﬁv out of the elouds in @ dive and Lieutenant (jg) Ingram split off and

Evasive 'l:actics, Ships went after ndme Lisu enant (jg) m“ll. mmng Lo pursue the first

(Sjonrcehallim}?gt Zeke, gotting within range and opening fire, : P

Riight Figfiter Tactics exploded. Credit to Licutenant (Jjg) Bazsell. Wltnossess Lisutenant (jg)

Use of Jamming Ingram and Lieutemant (jz) Hemyak,

COMMENTS AND

RBECH?:: E:fm:mras - Hoamwhile, Lisutenant (jz) Ingranm closed with the second Loke, got
Torpeda: Tactics in several defiection bursts, then got on his tail and followed him inm
Ef‘egé;;gg'es;ofg i the dive, firing several more bursts. The Zeke began smoking at about

mm.mtimm.t-mmtmm-pw. Credit ©o

Selection of Targets

St Tactics Lieutenant (jg) Ingram. Witnesses: Lieutemant (jg) Homyak and
Defensive Tactics Lieutenant (J Bagzell,

Use of Radar
Reconnaissance

Photography Miﬂg the above action Lisutenant (w lm and his ‘im.

ik Ensign George M. Twrner spetted another Val at 12 o'clock and 500 feet
OPERATIONAL above them. The Val went into a steep dive and Engign Turnmer sucked

Yoo around and got on his tail. He gave the Val several lemg bursts at

Rendezyous
Recogn.tion, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance

full deflection. -mummmnmm.uwmn
Turner following and pulling out at 1000 feet. The Val crashed in the

destroyer., Credit to Ensign
m.
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OPNAV-16-223

e AT ~ AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT CONFIDENTIAL
. . REPORT No V=85 « 134
XII. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comment freely,
_. ENGAGEMENT wiTH ENEmy|  following applicable items in_lrr:_heck list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary.)
OWN AIRCRAFT
Piapsg)tion Just prior to this attack, lisutenant (jz) Homyak had observed a 5
Speeds Zoke 52. ile was cliubing from low on the water and was at 3500 feet,
Ggrgﬁcgojj:’g;e b olimbing slowly. Lisutenant (Jjg) Homyak was a% 1000 feet with the Leke
Angles of Attack _aﬁd heading 90° to his course, Licutenant (jg) W turned and ¢limbed
il s SRR sharply, opeming fire at about 60° deflection. The range was teo long
Defense Tactics and and he migsed, The Zeke turned toward Lisutenant (jg) Homyak and dived
gl bt et toward a destroyer below, Lisutemant (jg) Homyak turned with him and
RNEMT RERONAEY. gave the Zeke a burst at 1000 feet, stayed with him in the twrn as the
g‘i&iﬂigmatmg' Jstance | zoke closed the distance. Lieutenant (jg) Homyak saw his tracers
?;gégges hitting. The Zeke began smoking, still diving, then burst inte flamnes

Approach Tactics

)ik Witneas: Lisutemant (jz) Ingram. Lieutenant (jg) Homyak then rejoined
e o o Fre | Emsign Turner im the attack on the Val deseribed above.

Defensive Tactics . -
SCOREs 2 VALS o § ZERL BZ2s DESTIROXED,
COMMENTS AND

RECOMMENDATIONS
Own Weaknesses

O ftommive Tac fics, O Lieutenant (jz) Bazsell radiced the flight leader that he was low
e el CREnemy on fuel, could not make it back to parent ship and would land on Yontan
g %f:m Airfield, which our forces had and made operational., Un

S Wit Sundehy Ovn 8 April, U.8.8. LUNGA POINT (CVE~D4) intercepted a dispateh from
Eichn Dhsactinn GG 51.10 to OTU 62.1.1 reporting that U.8.5. BUTTE (APA-168) recovered

Use of Radar the body of a pilot whose clothing was marked "insign Adrian Bassell”.
;‘2222;5;?2;)”2%“ He was believed to have craghed while approaching Yontan Alrfield for
| an emergency landing, The dispateh further stated that Lieutenant (ig)
2 thisiza Bassell's Wody was sent to U.S.3. RELIEF, NHeo further information is
OWN TACTICS
Method of Locating Target .mml.Q

Approach to Target
Altitudes, Speeds

Approach

Dive

Pull-Qut |
Dive Angle
Strafing
Retirement
Defensive Tactics
Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY
Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Searchlights
Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
Selection of Targets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics
Defensive Tactics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
Briefing

OPERATIONAL
Navigation
Homing
Rendezvous

Recogn tion, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance
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b 5 ~ AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT CONFIDENTIAL

Sheet 5 of 5
' J
. . REPORT No.

X11l. MATERIAL DATA. (Comment freely on performance or suitability, following check list at left.

A Al @ | C : ;)
ARMAMENT ~ Use additional sheets if necessary).

Guns, Gunsights
Turrets
Ammunition
Bombs, Torpedoes

Bab Sights ' No material failures were reperted.

Bomb Releases

VC=-85 - 154

Radio, Radar
Homing Devices

Eis;al Scignsls jettisoned their rockets and Napalm bombs when it became certain
Qdes, ipners

REﬂlggNlTlUN that aerisl combet would snsue., Ouns fired well and no radio
Signals

. Battle Lights difﬂcultiol M].@Mo

Procedures

COMMUNICATIONS Lisutenants (Jjg) Ingram, Bazsell, Homyak and Ensign Turaer

PROTECTION
Armor; Points and Angles
of Fire'Needing Further
Protection
Leak Proofing

EMERGENCY EQUIPMERT
Parachutes
Life Belts, Life Rafts
Safety Belts
Emergency Kits
Rations, First Aid

NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT
Compasses
Driftsights
Octants
Automatic Pilots
Charts
Field Lighting

INSTRUMENTS
Flight
Power Plant

OXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE

Airframe

Control Surfaces

Control System

Dive Flaps

Landing Gear

Heating: System

Flight Characteristics
At Various Loadings

, POWER PLANT

Engines

Engine Accessories *
Propellers

L ubricating System

Starters

Exhaust Dampers

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM
Mpetiinty L Commanding Officer,
Lights ~ A
U.8.5. LUNGA POINT (CVE"’4).

FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING
MAINTENANCE
BASE FACILITIES

Plane Servicing Equipment
Personnel Facilities

REPORT PREPARED BY: APPROVED BY':
W. H. KBARNS, Lieut., USNR, ACIO FRED C. NERRIMAN, Lt.0dr., USN, G.0., 6 April 1946
SIGNATURE 4! 3 RANK ANI;.] DUTY 5- I.-g ;‘I;\_:I:U F?_E” TN A RN ST O _I?_A_f;;J;K&;*D L_J:l:'-\'.ﬁ-ﬂ_- - _ -_AD.A:['_E_ -
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