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CONRIDENTIL.L

I [ I Lﬂ-} J.L LL

(a) mit Reporting VC-87 (b) Based on or at USS MARCUS ISLAND (CVE=77)

—]

(d) Take off: Date 29 March 1945 Time (LZT) 0500I (Zone); Lat. 25-34N Long 127-33

(¢) llission Target Ccmoat Air Patrol - Direct Support (f£) Time of Return 0915I(Z07

1T. O LLHCRAFT OPFICIALLY COVERLD BY THIES RIEPORIL .

Type Squad. Numbe: /

(a) (b) Toking Engaging Attacking Bombs and Torpedoes
Oy Enemy ﬂ/b Target Carried (per pijne)

() () (e) (f) , (2)

i~ VC =87 12 2 10

Fuze, setting

III. OTHER U.S. ORR ALLIED AIRCRAFT LI'PLOYLD IN THIS OPLRATION.

Q.QTI ATRCIUFT OBSLRVwU OR LNGiGe.: | ( Ovm Aircraft Listed in II Only)

‘(T b) (¢) (d) ( ) (£) g
Type 170, No.Engaging Tine Ln- Location of  Bombs,Torpcdoecs Camoflage &
Observed Own n/b countercd wncounter carried; guns Marking
observed
OSCAR 1 i 06501 YONTAN AIRFIELD ¢2x100 1lbs, Greenish Blue,
VICINITY ,OKINA A Red Meatballs,
ISLAND

(h) Apparent Ineny Mission(s) Attack upon surface Units (i) Did Any Part of

sncounter(s) Occur in Clouds?  No (j) Time of Day and Brilliance of Sun

or !foon DBarly lMorning (k) Visibility 15 lMiles

V. LNEMY AIDCRAFT DLSTROYED OR DAJLGLED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listced in II Only) .

(a) (c) [d)
sTpe (b) Destroyed or Damaged By: Where 1%, Damage
Lnemy 4,/C Type A/C Squade. Pilot or Guner Guns Used Angle " Claimed
OSC Akt i-2 V=87 Lt.(jz) J.T.ISULY 4x.50 cal, Fuselage,Pri- Destroycd

Ens. We Ko SMITH 4x.50 cale narily from
tail with slight
dcflection




7. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT O OPERATIONAL, OF O'N ATRCRAFT (of those listed in

IT Only)e

Hone o

ith planes

VII. PERSONNLL CLSUALTIES (in aircrals 1isted in I1 Only; identify w
N\
)

1isted in VI by Tos. at .elw

-+

NONE »

VIII. RANGE, FUEL, Al

(o) © Zciﬂ_ (d)

ruel (g) Total pumo Expended  No, of (h)

T%Pu Miles Miles sv.lours Av.Fuel Ave. |

A/G Out GLeturn 1in Alr 10aded Consuned . OL) o 00 SO MM Plones
Returning

=2 - - 4,20 240 149 - 6360 e - 12

e ——————————

-~ block on cach line).

¥ .. BYRLLY ANT I-ATRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Chv oz one
e —— T —. ——— e p—n ~--—w-:__-__.______—-———_'—'-__—-._—-—. — _—_________—_-—-—-‘—"-—_
Tone licager lloderate Intense

Cal.ber
) e i

HEAVY = Time-fuscd shells, 75mm and over )&
MEDTU - Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50nm X
: ' TGAT - lechine gun bullets, 6.5mm-15.cmm A
T (use check list at left) e

X, COMPARATIVE PLRFORMANCE, OWN AND RUEMY AIRCRAF

OSCAR 1in every department. During attack the
no evasive tuactics, Was repeatedly over-rull

the OSCAR evidenced ample protection

fuel tank installations.

mi-2s out performed
enemny, using virtually
by the WILDCATS. However,
both in arnor for p

ilot and protective
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XI. LTTACK ON LNEMY SHIPS OR GRUUND OBJLCTIVLS (By (wn Alrcraft Listed in II Only).

(2) Target(s) and Location(s) YONTAN and NAHA AIRFIULDS, OKINAWA ISLAND (b) Time

Over Target(s) 0550-08151 (Zone) (c) Clouds Over Target 6000-7€08 feel - solid

(d) Visibility of Target Clear (e) Visibility 12 Uiles (f) Bombing Tactics:

Type Bommb Sight Used Bombs Dropped per Run Spacing
Altitude of Bomb Rouleasc (g) Number of Ineny Alrcraft Hit on Ground:
Decstroyed  ONE irobably Destroyed None Damaged None

(h) (1) (J) (k) (1) (m) () (e)____

(p) 7lcre Photographs Taken? No  Photographs of Damage, “hen Taken, Should be

Attached By Staple,
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XI1. TiCTICAL AND OPERAT IONAL DATA. (Narrative and comnent. Deseribe actlon
fully and comment freely, folloving applicable items in check list
ot left., Use additional sheets 1f necessarye)

Destruction of one wirbornc Cnery ~ircraft end one on the
cround rosulted from swoeps Over YONTAN and NAHA ATIRFILLDS.
Upon relief fron Targedt Corbat Air Patrol in the objectilve
arce. The twolve VC-87 fighters were directed to attack
the two airfields on the west coast of OKINA A ISLAND. AT
06501, Lt.(jg) J. T. ISLLY and Ens. 7. K. SMITH began a run
on YONTAN AIRFIELD, SIITH spotted a plane several miles
away ot four o'clock above as he pushed over to follow ISBLY
in the attack on the airfield. Pulling out, they went after
the plane which turned out to be an OSCAR at 6,000 feet on
o heading of 270 degrecs toward surface units operating west
of the Island. ISELY closed fairly rapidly. The Jap jet-
tisoned two one-hundred pound boribs from his wing racks but
used few evasive tactics and never excecded 1560 knots.

SLLY opened fire at 300 feot on the OSCAR's port quarter,
his burst striking the fuselage and producing traces of
smoke or vapore.

The OSCAR turned moderately to starboard and into SMITH,
who turned him back with an anccurate burst. The OSCAR
pilot lost altitude in cosy turns. As one of the attackers
would over-run the Jup, tho other would move in on another
pass. Despite the amount of 50 caliber firc received
eron the two FM-2s, the 0SC/R failed to burn and although
it appeared the pilot had becn wounded, he still managed
+o control the Jap fighter es hc hit for YONTAN AIRFILLD,
coning in at 50 feel across the coast-line still under

, 2lternate attacks by ISLLY and SMITH. The maximun speed
indicated by the FM-2s during the attack was 150 knots
end they over-ran the OSCAR ot that speed., The only var-
sation from his attempts to escape WLS nade by the pilot
when, in turning away from ISLLY and toward SMITH, he
held his turn, pulling around head=-on to SMITH who pulled
up sharply to avold collision.

The plane was riddled when YONTAN AIRFIBLD was rcached,
where the pilot apparently attempted a wheels-up crash
landing. The starboard wing of the plane broke off as 1t
cri.aked yp in the middle of the field. SMITH then gave the
eirplanc a precautionary strafing.

Lt.(jg) B. W. XKENLEY flaned a NELL parked on NAHA AIRFILLD
during a strafing run., goveral buildings along the edge
of the NAHA AIRFILLD were strafed with unobserved results.
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XII. TACTICAL /ND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and corment. Describe action
fully and comment freely, following appliceble items 1in eheck list
at left. Use additional sheets if NEeCESSary. )

Pilots participating in this missilon were:

Lieut. F. J. BRAZIL
Lieut. T. Aes MOORL
lt.{ig} Js Te« IBELY
lt.{32) B. W« BEENLEY
Lt.(jg) Ve o GROVES
Lt.(jg) G. F. BGMELY
Ensign F. "L" CHAILIAN
Ensign R. B. WILLIAMS
Ensign J. BIBLAGUR
Insign S. J. LEHN
Ensign 7. K. SMITH
Ensign Le J. LEINVLBLR




Report No,., 28-45,
bl el o T i)

Shicod b of 5 AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

ﬁ__—_-“ﬂ_———-—-—--—__

L1TI. MATERIAL DATA. (Comment freely on performance or sultability, following
check list at left, Use additional sheets if necessary) .

No Corment,

H._pt_;rt lfjr‘t‘:par'ed By: Appr-gved By:

R. 5. JOHNSON, Lieutenant, USNR. H. W. IEISEL, Lt Cdr., USN. 3-30-45,
ACT Officer "~ Squadron Commnder ——

“‘“
Squadron Comander Datec




