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Premier Baron SUZUKI, Zcémiral IJN (Ret). Gredusted Nevel_ﬁCFdemﬁ'lggé,
Nevel S+aff Cﬂl1ﬂﬂ€ 1€95. Cerved during cino-Jeénenese ené Ruseso-
Jepenese YVere. Hee held nosts ofs Vice Winicter of Navv (1011)
Pragident Nevel Acec edemy, ( 1918-19): CinT Comkined ¥l leet (1924) =nd
o

ﬂnﬂﬂuvﬂﬁnflﬂ memhayr Cunreme War Couqrwl Chief of Havel Gener:zl
faff (1925); Grend Chemberlein o FHPFRON (1929); Nevel Advisor
to Drivw Counril {(10722)3 se memher of (1927}, Vice President, of

(1840), end President of (piye 1944} the Pri-y Counecil, - pppointed

\ J-J"J k3
Premier 7 April 1946, ferved cs Precident Hduce tionel. Investigstion

Council in clozin - Cays of the war. (ﬂnparentlv but 1little knovledre
of. Fn:13eh.)

i

dr ATSCTOURA, the Premiep's Chiaf cecretery. {Flaﬁnt"knowledﬁe of Fnoligh.)

Vhere Interrorsted: Pritv Couneil Enildin~, Tokvo.,

“*Interro stors: lej uen Orvil A ANDFRSGN 'y UCA, "Hlitsry Studies Livision
Paul BARAW, Overzll Economics Fffectes Livicion '

Burton R FICHER, Horal- Divieion

| .

Allied Officers Pregents Bris Gen Grandicon GARDNFR, UCA

SUITIARY

Admiral SUZUKI cCegeribed the Privy Council eg en edvisory body to
the Fmreror +ith no lecrizletive novere and ﬁrﬁPU”qeﬁ ite ectivi

ities rrior to
PEIFL HIREOR end “uring the wer. On =12 ofﬁcr subjects, soch s militery devel-
opments, he merely rave h

¢ percont 1l orinion, expleinings thet, due to he 1 e NU-
tetion 2 & peeifiet le JEF not, 1nfor*ed of politicsl or militery ectivitices

concucive to vers In conclugion ke, expleined the Faneror's roliticel
end ectivities tnd dicoussed +ie
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role of the Premier in relction to the rmreror,
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in ' hn drift towerde vers . occupstion of Frerieh Incdo-Chine: rezcons for the
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e ity off Jencnese covermment - since Fusco-Jevencee BErs reor-
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Yen GERDNFR.

Q. Paron, we esre vervy snxious to evoid the next war and szre meking & study of
nov it Hepppnec—-+ne resulte--in order to esvoid the next one. I'd like to
~-Ir Raren end Dr Fischer vould like to ask a few questions on this subject
and your politicel history end beckground, then the General (Andercson) here
has & question or tvo regerding the role of air 1in the wer.

A. 1I'd like to apolo~ize,. to besin vith, because I'm gettiné to be en elderly

men pnd em deef in one ear. Ky history politically is very long end com-
nJlC?*nﬁ snd unfortunstely 2ll my records--memoirs--were destroyed vhen my
hcuse was burned et the verv end of the war. I may.not be sble to remember
evervthing thet vou vant to find out from me, but I will do my best. 1
wvish to epolorize for my position on zccount of the loss of my recoras.

My BARPLN,

Q. Bsron, would you tell us vhether our understending is correct: At the
time of the outbrezk of the wer in 1941 you were Cheirmen or member of the
Privy Council? | ' . |

A. Yes, I vas 2 member of the Privy Council at the outbresk of the war.

Q. Could vou tell us very briefly vhet were the functions of the Prlvy Coun-
cil in metters of foreign policy et thet timp9

A. The function of the PRIVY COUNCIL at thet time was to act s en edvicory

body to the FIPEROR. At the time wer wes declared, the declersztion of
var weg submitted to the Council for approvei. 1t wee chiefly sn edvisory
body . | |

i C. Tet'e geturlly oo comevhet further: Quite frenkly, wes it more & rubber-
stemping zvency or cdid it eetuelly wcxr decisions which determined the
courege. of foreisn policy?

A. The onlv function of the PRIVY ”OUNLIL in this particuler cese wes to
epproe the artuel declesrgtion of vsr: in other vnrd it wss ccting s

a “ubbrr v**ﬂr 87eNCy . TT' job VES ﬁorw or less t raudy the problem of
vhather var vee & fit thines for the country or 1f, just zenerelly, Jepan
could uncéerteke such & we The cotuel Goc]er**inn of rar and everything
to do vith it, aeside from fhlﬁ cprroval, ves the duty of the Govermment
i+991f, end it wers cubmitted as such to the PRIVY COUNCIL for eporovsl.

. In ths summer ' or fzll of 1941, vhat wae the feeling in the PRIVY COUNCIL
&e to +n@ situsiion of the wer in FUROPE? Did they feel thet the AXIC
bound to win or whet wees their eppreisel of the generzl wver siLu;tlon in
GIPUANY-PUECTA, GERUMANY-ENGLAND? =

A. Tt vould ve GLff;cult to ssy thet the PRIVY COUNCIL hcd one specific opin-
ion becsuse there were more than 20 members in the Council, but I myself
felt from the very beginning thet the AXIS would lose the wer. Thelt wes
my ovn percsonel opinion, ¢nd it woulé be very difficult to give the opin-
ion of the whole zroun.

Q. But do you feel thet the prevailing opinion--the opinion of the mejority
—~the opinion of the most importent--wes very optomistic from the view-
noint of the AXIS? I understend very well thet the Beron is & lecding
1lihersel here, end I don't meen to e¢sk only his opinion, but would he
cev +thet the opinion of the mejority--the importent me jority--wes very
oniomistiec faor the AYIS? I want to ctrnss, his position wes rether seper-
ate end “h@?lflﬂ in this whole nlnfur it is verv important thet he
ancderastand thet?

. T mveelf belirve thet of the people in the PRIVY COUNCIL, the mejority hed
~paet douht g to the gbility of the £YIC to win the wer. T think myself
‘hat very fey thourht they wvould win.
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: . Then MATEUOKA ceme beck from GFRMANY znd RUSSIA in April or Mey-—end of
Arril, scluelly--1941, veg 1t xnovn to the PRIVY COUNCIL thet MATEUOKA
commit ted himeelf in BTRLIN to get Jepen intc ver sgeinst RUEETIA s cfoon
ao GFPIANY ettecked RUSTTIA?

L. There may heve been members of the PRIVY COUNCIL who hed been told of it
by MATSUOKA, but there weg no formel snnouncement. of eny such srrengement,
end I myself hed ndt heerd of it. | '

Q. Ie it poseible, Beron, thel the Wer Perty did not cere to keep you informed
very much gbout the numoer of thinge which were going on becsuse you were
of o elightly different--belonged to e different grour in the political
sot=up here?

A. Tn enever to your duestion, it's quite netursl thet meny tnings in regerd
to plenning of wer with the UNITRD STATFS would not heve reschea my e&rs.
I vould not sey thet you could cell me & 1iberel necescerily; whether I em
s 1ibersl or not is & guertion, but I wes vell-known for being oprosed to
eriy ver sgeinst tne UNITFD STATFS, end I hed gone on record meny times €&
heing of thet opinion. In my oninion it wes the worst possible thing thet
could hepren to Jepen. FPe & Nevel officer, I myself hed elveys felt end
czid thet the militery should not heve too strong & voice in the Govern-
ment heceuse if thevy did they vere ept to run ewey vith control of the

i Gavernment, end I wes widely knaovm for thet opinion. I wes elso widely
rnown for #n ennouncement vhich eppesred in the newepepers reporting &
eneech T mede et 2 brnouet 1n ey Frencisco in 1918 recerding friendly
vels tione hetween JAPAN and the UNITED STATES end & decire for peece. The
Pept ket I vee go videly lmorn @& belng eeeinet var vith the Inited
Cietee mitht heve prevented enyone from 1ctting me knov ahout operstions.

I'@ lik- *o +o over evcin vhet I gaid erout wy' ceresr in the Nevys 211
durin~ mv tour of duty in the Newy ze en officer, riocht up to the renk of
Aémirel. I hed elveye felt thet the Army rnd Nevy should sisy out of poli-
- tice re much #¢ poecible for feer thet tu=y vould cet too much control end
vey with politicel pover. '%v opinion &'out ver with the UNITFL ETATES
vre bese@ on my cxperirnce s & nevel officer.

Q. On the other hend, when MATSUOKA czme beck in the Spring of 1941 it looked
very mucl: £8 if there chould be & e r=—=J APEN would ectucslly go to wer
speinet RUSCIA in comnlience vit!i the TRI-PARTITE ecreement, endless pro-
mices vhich MATSUOKS mede in EFFLIN beceuse [IATSUOKE lecrned ot thet time
thet GFPIANY ves going to stteck RUSSIA. Now why did JAPEN et thet time, -
in the summer of 1941 end fell of 1941, not go to wer cegcinst RUSEIL ¢8 pro-
miced hy MATSUOKI but rrther declered neutrs lity towerd RUSSIL end vent to
ver eoeinet the UNITFD STATES?

by
&

b=
S

ig ¢ very debrteeble cquestion end one sbout vhich I em not certein ¢t
11 todry rnd one shout vhich not meny reorle egre certein. “Thet is, excct-
1v vwhet “TATSUOKA did promise GER ANY, end vhether the Jenenece policy ves
detepmined on vhet METSUOKS told Japen or on the becis of the militery
cligue is debeterble. I myself do not scturlly believe thet MATSUOKS me:de:
cny promises to ZFRUNY £bout Jenen etiacking RISSLD, vhen GFRIENY declered
vevr resinst RUSETH, berzuse I believe thet MATSUOK: on his wey bzck to
Jeren etopred in PUCSIA end tzlked to STALIN £nd thet those discussions
concerned neutrelity. There is nobody in the Privy Council now vho rezlly
rould ¥now mless it vee just by pereonsl informe tion beceuse the Govern-
ment vre not zecustomed to ever tellin~ us evectly vhet their true inten-
tion ves, vhet tnelr plens vere.

g

G. Yould vou'sev, to your imovrleder, ves there a strons winZ cmong peornls vho
rount~d to 7o to wer ¢ :einet RUCSIA  rether then ta go to ver sgeinst the

TITFL OTLTFE, ¢nd vhet forces do you think vere in fevor of the wer seeinst
NGCCI) rether then ¢ wer egeinet the UNITRD CTHTRE? T wich to meke it
olerr: I don't meen necesssrily the PRPIVY COUNCIL; I meen just from your
knovledre re ¢ politicien - , e

¥
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A. Tt would be extremely éifficult, and glmost impossible, for me to give you %

a2 rerly to thet gquéstion, but I would like to point out one thing: 1'm cer-
tein thet the ﬂevv wes from the beginning opposed to fighting & ver sgeinst
the TNITFD STATFS, snd I think you'll find the Navy's opinion fre b more or
lecs exsctlv similer to my ovn cgince I had been brought up in thet tredition.

G. Vhen vou speek of the Nevy, coes the Rsron refer to the Navy se z whole or
does he refer to the upper commendini etaff of the Nsvy--to peorle like him-
self znd Admirel YAIAMOTOZ-or does ho ectuslly meen the Nevel Officer Corps?

e referrins neturelly to only the people of importsnce within the HEVY

£ I O €
ircle heepsace the vounver officers end men just ecct on orders and heve no
afluenece in thet respect, '
G et wee the Peron's oninion ebout {he theory that the war sgaingt the
TRITFRLETATRES ves e lar:se ev+enf eteried bv the younger officer corps

5 the ﬁnd-produﬂ+ of the incident of Februsry 25, 1936,

to

ie KILO che **rized the outbreck of wer sgeingt the
in

unior officers of the Jarcnese Hevy? Vhet ig the Baron's

L. To ¢ certein extent thet mey b true, endé in my opinion the gradusl progress
toverd wer follaoved hy JAFAN wes pertly cdue to the impetus provided by the
youneer officers, end this tendency could he deseribed ze ¢ dicesse which
I believe epresd from the younger officere in the Army to the younger offi-
cers in the Nevy. The diserse sprecd through both services, ¢nd to ¢
certein extent vou could hleme thet ee ¢ cruge of the war.

C. In other worde, your previous stetement thet the entire Nevy s cuch wes
egeinet the wer is to be modified to the certéin Nevel officers who vere
areinst the wer but retuslly did not represent the entire Nevy?

A. I think thst is gﬂnﬁrrllv correct excent of course there were neturelly
: reorle among the rounger officerz who were opposed to wer. -

Q. After INDO-CHINA wes occuried--I meen FRENCH INDO-CHINA £nd then SOQUTH
INDO-CHINA—=vse vour feeling ot thet time thet it rould lezé to wer or not?

p. Et thet time I @id not believe this ezction ves zoing to lesd to wrr. How-
erer L 31 believe that 1+ vee ¢ very dangerous cituartion #nd thet thies
~ronld he recerded oe o ceuse for wer.

C. Tid the Uz v apnrove of this perticuler zction--*the zetion moving couth
into INDO-C.INAY

A. T ren'* snever thet question from cny knovledge I heve of it beccuse 1 ~nd
the ofh=r mrmbere of the Privy Council u&uelly diccovered these things ef-

‘ey ey hed oeeurred. Te vould liser sbout them end think thet Hthis 18

evirsorcinerv”", ba* v+ hrd no knovledre beforehena of any ﬂuch move . How-

~ver T sunpose *hat the occupetion of FRFWCH INDO-CHINE must nave b“‘

joint Army-ievy opcrestion, probebly plenned by itae joint Fuiffﬂ cee I cdon't
belicee. thet it could beve been one or the other vhich vas largely rus;onai—

ble for it.

ne more question: After the wer egiinst the UNITED STATES broke out, vhat
'as your personsl feeling nov' this wer would be Tun--1I me:n, whe 1 klnd of
prospects did vou heve, how did you expect this ver to come to en ena?

t{:‘\
=3 D

A. T would like to give vou my opinion on thzt subject s = former Nevel offi-
cer gince I em most femilier vith the problems thet the Nevy feced. The
Nevy hed elweys plenned & fall strength sufficient for the defense of Jepan,
so o% the beginning of the war it seemed likely thet Jenen might win es long
es it pleved ¢ defencive gene, but I myself felt thet, in': lon; dr: vn-out
war,-JepEn vould he seriouscly hendicepped. For instence: You heve the -
§-5-2 retio--LONION CONFERFNCE. The UHITFD STATES not only hed this five-to

~three retio but it wes £ country ten times the size of JAPAIN. In sdditionm,
vhen you vere fighting the UNITFD STATFE you vere fighting ENGLAND too which

RFSTRICTED ‘83 p y,




«  made your retié {en ta three. T thought thet ageinst those bvervhelming odds
- Jopen would probebly lose, so'thet from the very beginning, elthourh 1

t houeht thinge mizht go well: for e vhile, ‘I- believed Japen would eventually
loge the wer. Thet is, e & Nevel observer. - - wisalaie- K ]

Q. As e politicisn did you hsve the opinion. thest e negotisted peece might
result from the big initiel success of Jepan? SR AR D x

A. I thoucht & negotisted peace would be very-difficult to errznge beceuse,
neturally, vhen vou heve two countries &t wer you get netionelism end cdeter-
minstion to fight which prevents slmost eny possibility of negotieting
neace. - Horever T did believe thet after wer continued for & certein time
rithout gny eprerent decisive point being reached, end ¢ certein stage hed
heen reached vhere the wer looked as though it wes going to drzg out for e
lone period of time, possibly then negotietions should be made to bring the

(™

wer to 8 cloged”
Q. U[ic¢ vou e@vocste such nerotiation gt any point during the war?

A.. I did not myself zdvocate e negotieted neece, #nd this moy be my feult—-
mv fault thet T did mot sadvecete it--but it ves mostly beczuse I wvae eo0
12} : ~ seporsl politdicel set-up in Jepen ev the time. If you com-
per= +tne werrime proeram-in Jepen during this ver with thet during the wer
with CAINA, say, end. the vwer vith RUSCIA, the present. Government is fer in-
ferior. I hrlicse that, s & result of those vers, the Jepensge beceme
- rether proud end esrelegss, renerelly speeking.

C. You meen, the old STNO-dAVANECE: Ter? H

A. Yes.. Thevy beczme generelly sort of reckless. The Government beceme more
snd nore relasxed, end I myself folt thet I would heve no influence over it
in anythine T seid, so I just didn't advocete enything. I did speek out
once..or twice on Newvel effesirs, but.I never brought out enything ebout this

. neroticted pesce. P '

G. Does thet imply et the same time the weight of opinion wvhich the PRIVY
' JOUNCIL was permitted -to give diminished graduslly, or wes it just your
privete feeling thet yvou hed nothing to say?

A. Vhet I just crid wes my personsl opinion. Now, the PRIVY COUJCIL hed vir- .
tuallv no influence over the politicel thought of the Government and no
norer of direction. The PRIVY COUNCIL wes really nothing more then an
orinioncted@ body snd wes consulted =t times, for instence, vhen there were
direct orders from the FMPFROR--directives chout nstionel policy, netionel

lev—=but it zcetnually hed very little to cdo with the meking of policies =nd
~lewe jondyi-es 2 consulted body, it hed reelly no pover to block eny rlen pre-
sented by tho Goverament, @lthough =t times, &s the result of opposition by
the PRIVY COUNCIL, certsin polieies were zbindoned. However, mey I point
out thet. it had no-power of its owm to control; the funetions of the PRIVY
e COTICTIL vers very -limited. % PRl

Gen ANDFRENT,

Q. T'd like fo eck firet vhet the Admirel thought the eir succrss--the Japanese
eir euceres-=in their sttezck on. our bettleships &t PFARL HARBOR, znd later
the suceregeful slteck gorinet the "RFPULEE" ¢ncé the "PRINCE OF VALEE" hed in

jte offeot on Hevel thourhit on how the devel ver sbould be conducted sgeincst
AIFETICL? -

A. The szttzek on the "PRINCE OF TALFSE" end the "REPULSE" end the etiesck on
PFARL HAROR brousht to my cttention for the first time the importence of
gir in nevel verfere, simply bececuse I, myself, had been retired for some
twventy vesrs prior to the outbreak of wer, end so I hed forgotten--not kept
in touch vith recent development of zrmements end wespons. However when
this heppened, I believed thet, slthough JAPAN hed such especteculsr success
¢t PEAPL HARBOR 2né down in ITALAYA, it wes beczuse of her initiel edvantege
in beinr the ettecking netion, ¢nd, knowing thet the UNITED ETATES wes more
rdvenced in zircreft construction =nd technique then JAPAN, if the wer
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continued beyond ¢ certzin point the UNITFD STATFS would be eble to make :

ur for the disedventege #nd iteelf be sble to utilize the seme kind of
toctics end stretegy cgeinst the Jepenese. I felt thet ¢ 1though theee

first successes Were spect&culaf they did not by eny me&ns indiccte Jepen's
rinming the war by such methods. Thet wes my opinion on the beeis of my

e s+ gtudy of militery history end stretegy. |

Q. Vvhet influence, If the Admirel cen vive it, did those tro successes heve 1n
ceneins the Jerenese Newy 1o -bendon the defensive employment of her Nevy
end rroceed to en offensive course of ccotion by expending, out into the Pe-
~ific end spperontly ~ndezvaring Lo obtain decirlve fleet sction with our
Ja-w in the csrlier pheess of the TET? |

A, It ie quite possible, I think, thet the Nevy, emcoureged by its successas
-+ PFAPL HARBOR end dovn in 'IPLAYA——rather flushed vith ite cucee sg—-vent
on Lo sn of fensiv~ policy ¢ll throuzhout the Pecific. However, vhet I seid
{iret veg my cpinion of Jepenese Hevel Stretepy ot the beginning of the wer.
T thourht it ves & very poor cstretegy from the very beginning simply beczuse,
~1thourh Jepen hed seized- the initietive end etteckeo tnd vould heve 10
meintein & certein degres of initirtive beceuge it hed st: rted out on tne
offencive, I did not believe it vee ¢ good thing to exnené too much beceuse
ve would heve to spresd our forces 211 through ¢ tremencous se& free vith
concentrstion on certeln ielends vhich would meen thet we would heve scet-
tored forees with only ¢ smell smount of strenzth ¢t esch given nlece.
Cince £11. communicetion wes by sec to these verious pleces, 1t wvould be--

come en increesingly difficult problem far the Jepenese Nevy to meinteln

comminicetions, #nd smell gerrisong ¢t verious pointe would not be suffi-
cient to withetend ¢ heevy ~ttzck on one civen point by & superior force.
M thet beeis T mycélf believed thet the Jepenese policy of expension to
such en extent vae & poor policy. el

I recognize thetl very clerrly; thet is why I ves trving to explore the

’ : subject to determine, if possihle, whether or not the strategic employment
of the Jensnege Nevy thet tney hed sccepted hinged its cuccess, OT its
~vpeeted Fuceess, on deeclslve fleet cction ¢nd vhether or not, in your . -
opinion, *‘hey hed cceonted the hezerd of thic over-exvension in order to
fapre ¢ droisive fleet cetion before AMFRICA hed been eble 1o over-build
the Jereness Nevy?

O

-,

A, Yee, T bellesve thet, sincs JAPAN hed hed greet cuUCCESTES errly in the ver,
i+ vee tryinz 1o prees its cdventege s mach &€ poseible in ordcr to fight
~ chovdovn rettle. ‘ '

!

G. vhst were the politicel end militery fectore that 1ed to the reorgenizetion
of ‘he Covernment vith the enpointment .of the Baron =& Premier 1in April of
19457 : : |

L. Theve vere probcbly two mein reasons for the chenge of Government: The
militervy recson being thet the people hed lost confidence in the Government
heoenee of ite frlse propogende. therces the Government hed been sdver-
tigine victories continuzlly, they hed not ment.ioned any defects, SO thet
where nevepepers cerriec ctories of egrect victories £11 through the Pscific,
+they never mentioned doferte--they never mentioned losces end cesuclties.
Rut. you cen't keery taote from the peorle forecver, rnd grecduslly these fects
hegcn to come out.

At the time of the Leyte sperstion, Imperiel Genercl Hesdogusrters issued €n
order for ¢ fight to the deeth, deceribing the bettle es decisive in cefense
of the Homelend end referring to it &g & TENNOSAN bettle, TENNOSAN being &
mountein in Jeren on which e crucizl bettle in Jenenese wistorv hed been
fourht. Locel success™$s on LFYTF were festured, but defests were never
mentioned until finelly ccsucl references were mece to the enemy's occupsa-

g tion of LFYTF. Cuch incidents neturelly wveskened the peorle's fzith in

© government renorts on the wer situestion.. ’
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I believe the second resson for the'fe1l 'of thé '‘Government Ak thé differ-
ence of opinion within the Czbinet 1teelf—-d14*qreempnt smong the: members
of the Csbinet.. Vhen T wee crlled upon to tzke over ¢s PREAIFR, T myself
hed heen ovposed to ever becoming PREMIFR: I hed never wented t6 be PREMIFR
hut under the ~ireumstences I felt there voe nothing I eould dn tut. ‘eccept
Th= port, mhnrﬁforﬂ I “”Cﬁﬁ1§d £na bﬂche PFFJIEP.

Gen GAPDNFR: T hrve becen woﬁﬁé“ing:' Then the people lost confidence in the

oreynment., Liow veg the + trensmitted up to the Govermment? Did the weople
themeelvoe complein et Qt docs it-—- - |

Vv BARAN —-menifeet itse1f?

Ur FISHFR: Tn d-liberetion within the h1 ‘hest circles, how did thev know there

>
L]

Gen

&

ves thie dizcontehtment smong the people?

\‘

The peoplee! disgetisfact 1on rith the Government would never heve sppesred
in the papere for ffer of J-vrrnrcn+ reteliation or becruse of Government
control. Although people vere sfreid of tslking or writing sznvthing emong
themseives bhecrsuse of the KEMPEI~—m¢11t ry police--the XEMPEI vere nzturslly
in ‘touch with thinge thet were going on tnd could report sny genersl opin-
ione fuch zs d1555*1$faet10n vitih the Government. In rddition to thst there

vere occasiond l ceses of sabotage vhich netureslly indiceted dissstisfection.

ANDEFDEON,

Thet genersl end/or specific'in&tructinns regeraing the ver were given to
the PREIIFR ot thet time--2t the time he sceepted thet zppointment~-by
either the FMPFROR or by the SUPRFIE WAR COUNCIL?

At ‘the time I beecame PRVIIFP, I did not receive egny direct order from the

FMPFROR, but I understood clocrly from whet the EMPEROR scid to me et thet
time that the FPEROR vee very much concerned over the situction thet JEPAN
feced in the ver, end he ves vo*ﬁ concerned over the certh of civilicns due
to bembine, #nd thﬁ'arnﬁ” L ¢ickness rnd the grest number of civilirn
cesneltiees, end the srest 1losses in the field of brttle. Therefore I wes

voiven to une»rsi;nn?thyt it ves the TMPFROR'S desire for me to make every

~ffort to brine th"wer to 2 conelusion ¢ quickly ss posegible.  Fo r¢

PREALFR 1T sterted nut vith the purnose of brincine the war to ¢ close es
guiclkly s¢ pogeibrle. ' % L

vas the petion” ""L vou 1»,.-1,-: | |

I F?F'n5'1““11Y'iﬂ‘£ very ¢ifficult porsition brcause, on the one hcﬂd I hed
« to the bt of mv ebilityv, the miccion viven me by the FHPEROR
erranTe fﬂr 7 conclusinn of the rey, vheress if anyone herrd of this I
vould netarslly here heen sttezcked rnd probr 1y'killﬂd‘bv h@Ofl”:Ophﬁﬁﬁd to
such & poliey. €e thet on the one hend, I hrd to:dvncete #h inerrese in
the ver ¢ffort snd determinetion to firht on, vherees throurh dinlemetic
Ph“dﬂ“]c‘fhd 'nv'utrnq eveilebla, I hea to try to nerotiste vith other
comntri=g' to stop the ver. gt

During llev nnd June (1945) ve cerried on negontiction with RICSIL since
PUSEIL wee the only neutrel country left cccessible. In our negoticstions
vithh RUSSIS ve progresced go fer thet ve vere on the point of sendins Prince
KONOYR g8 en roent to IOSCOW, but just ¢t thet time the POTSEDLI COUFTTRICE
begen tnd then, ¢ vou know, after the POTEDAIL CONFERENCT it veas impossible
to meke eny hesdrey so thet our negotietions eimply dregeed on until fuzust,
near -the «nd of the wer.

In rasvey to vour question, the only thing to do wee to negntirte with a

neatrel comntry such s¢ RIISCIL to bring the ver to & close, rith the under-
etencing thet JPPPW would heve to zccept certein terms to effect thet nego-
"iztion,

..'.r

*-l

trdﬁ £e & V“clf ’ﬂr nn*nti:t. one thrnugh the RUSEI/NS?
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. : \'
A. JAPAN hed not acturlly been z2ble to meke any decision regerding whet terms '
it wonuld eccept, principeslly brceuse it didn't know whet demends would be
mede. There wees no wey of knowing whet the UNITED NATIONE wented since no.
declzretion hed been mede, end JAPAN itself neturelly, under the circum-
ctences, wes prepered to sccept slmost eny terms in order to achieve pe&ce.
Prince KONOYE wes on the point of soing to !MOSCOV with JAPAN's decision
rersrdins vhot terme it vould cceept vhen the POTSDAI CONFFPENCE begen,
-nd since 1he necotistion wre still 2t 2 point vhere it ween't even clesr
riether RUSCIA vould sct sg intermediery or not, we were in & quendary &S
1o vhat! +h~ penerel situstion ves end vhat demends we would heve to meet.
Just zt *het time the PO SDiM DECLARATION' ceme, end thet wee the end of
attempted nerotietion.

(i« Thet were tne finel political end militsry factore thet caucsed Jzpen o
acrept the POTSDAM DFCLARATION? / -

P, Mey 1 exmlein the ceuses of the end of wer ge bhelng, generelly, desire of
211 hends to prevent tremendous loss of life on £11 sides to civiliens end -

militery, end from the politicel zepect the EMPFROR wes terribly concerned
over the tremendous losses in personmel :nd the suffering of his people &nd
wvented to prevent eny further locses., He glego felt thot sny lending in
JAPIN would ceuse £ tremendous loes of life to the Allied countries, end he
vanted to prevent thet unnecessszry loss too; therefore he wes desirous of
endine the wer by negotirtion. From the milit:ry aspeet there wes ¢ di
ferance of spinion: Some vinted to fight it out to the finish sanC others
wented to quit. Those vho vented to continue felt thet there wes one thing
JAPAN could do =nd only one thing, ¢nd thet wee to fight it out in 7 deci-
eive hettls ¢t tho very end, leeving it to & question of victory or cefeat

in ¢ decicive bettle vhen the AMERICANS lended in JAPAN itself.

"y

l—-b

D)

-

Hovever, the outcome of such ¢ bettle wee very much in doubt, end in £dci-
tion to thet, whether JAP/H von or lost such a2 batile, it would be perheps
no nearrr vietorv becsuge, while perheps we vould heve won e locel vietory,

. ve vould etill heve been precticzlly ¢ defested netion end could never win
s Finsl ictary znd vould probebly succumb to further zttecks from the
cnemy . In other vorde, such 2 decisive hettle, althouch it might result
in “ietory for JAPPH, would reeult in the end in & probeble defeat, £nd
in env rzes £ errtein tremendons loss in pergonnel, so more or lece from
the poin® of wiev nf preventing this tremendous loss of Jrpenerse lives,

I wrlis—= thet botl the politicel szuthority end the militery euthority vere
sn¥ious to end the vear gt thet eteave.

C. Crecifierlly, vhet imnortence did the Baron or the SUPREAF COUNCIL #ttach
ta the P=20 rir etiecks on JAPIN thet were then beina conducted end the
iprest, ~f en cver—inereceing intensity, you see, of thet type of zir ctteck
& einst JiTAN propsr? '

&)

)

[

A. I myeslf reecormiged the B-29 es e very superior weapon. £§& you cén S€ it
ves doine tremendous dsmege to JAPEN, snc in every direction towns &nd
rities znd homes were being burned up. It scemned to me unevoidehle thet in
the long run JEPAH vould be elmost destroyed by air ctteck o thet merely
on the besie of the B-29s elone I wee convinced thet JAPEN chould sue for
perce. On top of the B-29 reids cime the ATOATC BOYMB, immedirtlely efter
the POTSDAM DECLARZATION, which ves just one edditionsl rezson for giving

in end wee 2 very good one gné zeve us the opportune moment to ms ke open
negnotistions for peoce. I myseif on the besis of the B-29 reids felt thet
the ceuse wes honeless.

Q. Hed the Jepenese SUPRFME VAR COUNCIL considered ihe degree of probsbility
the+ PIFRICS might decline in invecde on the surfezce =nd continue its.opere-
tione solely hy_this inerecsed zericl bomberdment? If so, whet pleng hed
thev considered g5 & course of cction thet they could poeeibly teke =geinst

thet +tvpe of militery sction?

(Note: At +hie point, Hr. NISHIGURA, The Premier's Chief Secretery, ves sdmit-
t~@ to *he conference.)
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il . The FSUPRFTE TAR COUMCIL, up to the time of the PIOMIG BOIMB was dropped,
s w0 did het beliave thet erﬁn could be breten by sir stteck zlone. They elso
- helieved +thet fhﬂ UNITFD CTATFE vould lend end not sttempt o bomb Jepen ‘

out. of the ver. On the other nend there were meny prominent people vho
~did helieve thet the UHITFD STATES could win the wer by just brmbing elone.
However the SUPREJF VAR COUNCIL, not believing thet, hed proceeded with the
one plan nf fishting » decisive bettle &t the lending point end wee meking
every posgible preperation to meet such & landing.  They proceedecé with
thet plan until the 2TOMIC BOMB we e dropped, efter which they believed the
UNITFD STATES would no longer ettempt to lend when it hed such e superior
vespon--thet the UNITED STATES nheed not lend when it hed quch £ wespon; o
st thet pnlnt they cecidecd th:t it would be biot to ue'foripcece.

G. Dicd the SUPRTIF VAP COUNCIL have &n ¢ ternefive plen for mlllterv resistence
- to meet the event of AVFPICA not lending but continuing its sir offensive
- gnd blockade zreinst JAPAN, not commlftlnp themselves to s landing opera-
*1nn at 211?' Did +they have & rlen of “vflon, ¢ cource of esction, to follow

n *hat militery event?

b. TIf *he UNITFD ETAIFE hed not lended in JAPAN &nd hed just continued bombing
JAPAN, T belie-s the SUPRFUIF VAP COUNCIL intended to ficht AMFRICZ in the
zir vith plenes. At thet time JAVAN ves on the point of finiching the
de elopment of = curerlnrmiynp rlene end various other wespons such as
rorket plenes vith vhich ve hored io offret the edventege given you by the
R-2Qc, eo thet I believe the slternste rlen ves thet, if you did not land,
te vould fi:hit it ou” vith you in the cir with the new equipment which we
hoped *to lhave eveileble very chortly.

Q. Llid you consider thet the stete of the Jenmenese industry snd the prozres-
clve sttacks that vere being mede .on it vould permit the development of en
effective air weapon to oppose thece invesions, these egir ettecks?

A. The Jepsnere hed plenned to put their fectories end eir instelletions
. - undererouncd. Although our procduction hed fellen off, we believed thet,

' vith this plen of going underground, ve could perheps continus to menufze-, - -
ture 1700 plenes ¢ month (thet is just ¢ figure vhich I picked =zt rendom
end mey not be szccurste)., I em not too femiliesr vith the subject becesuse
it is o little bit technicel, end I don't know too much ebout it, but I
believed thet, by goinz underground ve could prevent bombing from heving
very much effect on our cetusl strength in production. Although we hed e
very cll-inelusive plen for soing underground end fighting it out to ¢
finish, I don't believe we'd mede much nrogress on it ¢t the time the wer
rnded. |

r FISHER.

Q. You mrntioneé before thet, vou lerhed the ste tﬂ of orinion of the peorle
“throush XMWPRI renort. Fe'd like to knox, in gcner.l not only thet per-
tiruler mecdium but in eeonerel vhet meens vere eveilsble to him znd his
rzhin~? for l-avning vhat +he Jepsnese peovle vere thinking during the war?

A. T mveslf don't knov too much sbout the deteils of the matter, but just in
ou’line: neturslly vhen e netion is et ver, if there is s-botgge in fec-
tories or eleevhere, it ie the duty of the militery police znd ordinery
polire no* only to reporft thoes incidente to the military but zlco to the
“overnment, =0 *het ihe Government would knov.

Toverds the énd of the war there ves ¢ considersble cmount of persencl
frietion, perhaps vou vould sey, or entipethy betveen civiliene end the
militery. The Government helieved thet such ¢ situstion vould only occur
et ¢ time when the peonle hrd 10ﬂt feith in the Government.

(. Tell, the thing I vented to knov is, I'm interested in the menner in which
the C¢b1nﬁ+ vould be informed ¢bout public orinion. You told us before
- thet the KEMPEI reports were one meene of finding out. How about Police
Rureru of Home Affeirs linistry--ween't there eny chenn€l there by which
public opinion wee sent up to Cebinet level? In other words, we went to
find out vhet chennels there were for the Cebinet to lesrn zbout public
opinion?

RESTRICTFD 531-9




The three mein sources of informetion on the subject were: (1) The Milite ‘%'
Polires (2) the Police Herdquerters of the NATMUSHO (Internsl Affeirs Dept.)
snd {?) in estiretore sant out by the Government to find out rhst the situa-
tion vee in certgin eress—--locel zgente of the rovernment vho made direct

. T‘ﬂ‘!l'rO‘r""". o

f/

Direct renorts to the Government?

"e ‘he Gorernment.

Mr NISKICURA: ‘lay I explain more fullv the functions of theqn pGOple'vho vere

©
.
i

&
Cos °
&

representins the Government: They were not off1c1rh3 they were committees of
civilizne; they merély formed this committee &nd would go out &nd telk to
neople ené@ try to get them to voice their opinions freely. This wac evident-

1y firet adopted ot the time of ‘Pdmiral SUZUKI's teking over es PRIME uINIC-

“FR It wes on sccount of the feet that they were civiliens,y, for insience,
12t they were ehle to obtzin informetion from civilisns zbont their feeling
“overdv the militery ?

‘l

These civilisns: Under whose control were they?

T‘I

ne cabinet_ifself hed control of them.

In other wvords, these peorle vrere directly under the Cabinet?

Y@S- . | - _ \ : ' i

Was informetion on vhet the people were thinkinz st sny time the subject of
Cerine* discussione? | 3 o g S . !

Actually the opiniones of the neonle vere not digeussed in the cebinet--
varen't brousht un ag s metter of disrussion--but there were veorle in the
Cabinet relled "ad—icore", 2 vroup of perhers.ten civiliens of whom one ves
the head of +hig oroup of civiliens vho vent out, so there weg & greest deel
of Jicrursion smon~ the ed isore, but only their rerorte wvere rezd 1o the
“ehinet iteclf; s suh-committes ves chout vhet it amounted to.

Vi vge 'he heed of this gub-committea?
peopls in {he £i01d? *

wiio cot theee rerorts from the

The PRFITIFR himeelf could be celled the nominel heed of the committee hooahqc
i1 wee aprointed by me, but under the PRFHIFR there wes e director of the

) .
committess, ;

Dircetor of the Cebinet Advisors?

Nf the Lesbinet Advisore, with verious members essigrned to eech section, but
it wes purcly e temporery effel nd the rersonslities clienzed so frequently
theat 1+ woulﬁ he very herd to Just plck one men out. The best thing to do
vonld he to scy thet I ves the nominsl head of it..

Theve are just tvo more questions I heve: (1)  £fter this director of the
Cebinet fdvicors group had gathered come meterial throuph his eources on vwhat
the reople were thinking, coulcd the Baron tell us (e) vhether the cebinet
considered those reports, end (b) whet srecific subjects they would consider
es to whet the peorle were thlnkln“.

The committees csnt out vere sent out to. inveeticete problems of 21l netures
in reenect +o the heorle, end so it vould be herd to pick out just eny one.
The peonle rho vere appointed in cherge of eech perticuler committee were
people of come imnortence, enc they themselves in turn gppointed those under-
them, Thev rent eut end cerried on theese investigstions and then brought
hee¥ *heir report, and on the besis of those reports, the Cebinet would act,
‘ekin” in'o eongiderstion ! he impliﬁﬁfionﬂ of the reports, snd vould frequent-
lv me%~ chan ¢ on *he bacic of the reporte, so thet it hed some considereble
influrnce on the aertions of the Cabinet.
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“ -- G. The e-cond poin+' B had vess Ac' PT-"T"'IIF‘F' did vou have e¢ny direct control .or

- did vou maké snv et tempt to pnntrol +h+ pollcv on informetion put out by the
Cehinet Eoard of Infhrm tion &nd other 1nf0rm flvr_par;s of the Government?
A. "he rommitter vhich ves formed to investivete public opinion wes formed in
~erlv June and didn't e en finish its work until lete in July so thet actuel-
ly it vas‘too late to'heve muck rffﬁﬂt on thf,uovevnmen* beceuse the end of
thie ver came aléonT. Howrver as'e Mul+ of the investigstiones, it wes found
nceescery to chanse certéin lsve end rPV1se certzin set pollcleq SO Lngt Eny
such deecifions were dnnounced 1hrounh 1hp bab1ne+ Informaetion Office by my-
celf e£e the PRITV HTNICPFP } : o A l
g Fv1dfntlv ﬂr JICHIuURﬁ is fsnlller w1th all fhlsr Whet wes his role during
thie Cebinet?

Cmdr NICHOLFS: You were the fecretery of the Csbinet?

MMr NISHIGURA: Yers, 28 ¢ civilien I wees elso e temporery civilian zppointtee.

Cmdry NICHOLS: You were ¢ member of the comnittee?
Mr. NICHIGURA: VYer, I wes.

G. Tell, thet's fine; we'd very much like to speck to you, perhaps some time in
the future, ho was the Chief Czhinet Seereterv?

E. I TAKMIFZY. He wes & very brillisnt men vwith & brozd besckeround snd a2 great
degl of educetion. e s=ened to know z lot ebout e2lmost 2ll subjects. I
~hoge aim Yo gel in the Uebinet beczuse I felt I needed £ strons supporter,
as & fri-nd, in the Cghinet. Infertunst~ly, becsuse of his vouth, he vas the
subjoct of envy of carisue other memhers of the Cobinet, #nd lb@re Vere aven
prorle vho ceme to me sgnd sgked 1if I didn't think it voulo he & rood thing
‘o et vid of this men. 1 believs it vee simply beacsuse of his vouth the
he wee ‘he gubiect of envys T myself bolieve thet he is 2 very herd worker,
gn indas*rious pireon, end thet he hes & great future, end thet Jensn must

© rely on men like SLRAMRFZYU to reconstruet Jeran in tre future.

|

I ven® to meks it quite elear thet, in the Jarenese politicel fremovork, the
men vho 1g recronsible for eventr—-politicsl events—-is the PREITFR. lie is
errointed ¢nd hie himeelf in turn sppoints £11 his verious Cebinet members.
All dreicions reletive to uovernment policies end cetions ere mece in differ-
~n* councils &¢nd d=acided upon by verious srourns inside ths Governmsnt. Their
decisions ere then submitted for epprovel to the FMPFROF, so thet £11 poli-

cice end sotione teken by the Jerenese Government ere reclly the product of the
Government itself, of ‘vhich the PRIIF TINISTRER is the heed. Politicrl deci-
siong cennot. he rorerded ¢g the responsibility of the EMPFROR,

Ty

in

Ordinerily ‘speecking, even though He himeclf mey be oprosed to the nronosed
piene or volicieg, the FIPFRPOP will eporove them. Therefors I went it verv
nleerly unaercstood thet the PRIVF TINI TFP throuchout recent Jeprnese history
ig the men vho is responsitle for t sctions of the Jepenese Government.
Thet is, with only tvo excertioas: (1) In the Iebrucry 26 1nc1dpnt of 1936,
the TIPFROR himself volunterily ordered Jepencse troopes to atteck the revo-
lutionerier berriceded in TXYD beecsuse the Government hed morr or less split
ung the PRITITFR wee in biding, verious Cebinet membere couldn't be founu, S0
of his own volition th=s FIPFPOP ordered the Army te put dovn the revolt

' (2) e+ the end of the wev, just recently, he s7rin reve his ovn pfrtonel
orcder to gton the wer, These ere thn only: tvo oececesions upon which the Fm-
peror neg asxerciced hic versonsl pover.

e eituetion et the end of the ver voe, thet no one could errre on whether
to con*inus *4y~ ver or to end it. There vere those who wented to end the wer
. v anrotis'ad prrees snd thoee vho vented to firht it out to the lee .y €Na
no me' ey nov meny srouments 2nd mectings ve hed, ve could never set ¢ com-
Plf‘f e roement pnyvhors in the covernment.. Thorvefore I weg siven the tssk
: Q:

mTin’ to the FIPFPOR the Government'!s snlit decision on vhether to
~on’inne the rev or *to end it. I vent to roint out thet in this perticuler
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case the FMPFROR himself mecde the decision to end the wer becsuse of his
personsl greivence over the suffering of his peonle snd £lso beczuse of his
humenistic feeling in regerd to the loss of life which would be involved by
hoth sides in & lsnding operation and a fight to the finish. :
This is en extremely difficult point to uncderstend,. the role of the EIPEROR i
end ‘the PPFMIFR in Jgpenese policy, end I don't believe there is eny country

in the world thet hes e similer orgenizetion. I want the EIPEROR's position’
to be made very clesr so thet it will be understood. On the second occasion
rhen the FIPYROR took hie setive role in politice, &t the end of the wer, it
vee hecsucse the PREMIFR, =t hie direection, hed been chle to leed the Govern-
ment, up Yo ¢ voint where it coulcd be 1l=ft to the FMPFROF to meke the deci-
¢iony in other words, I hed prempcr=d the vey. | bl 5

Fnd of Interrogstion
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