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, HEADQUARTERS '
u S. SPRAI”GIC-EO“LIF oURVEY
S '“(PACIFIC)
c/o POSIMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO
INTZRROGATION NO. 495 _ . PLACE: Tokyo

DATE: 6 December 194d
Division of ®Brigin: Military Analysis livision
oubject: Japanese Navy Air Force

‘Personnel interioguted: Captain OHMAE, Toshikazu (for background see USOEBS 150)

Commander YAMAGUCHI, Meriyosai (for background see
USSBS 190)

where interviewed: DMeiji Building

Interrogator: Major Edwin MeZlwain, G3C

lnterpreter: Lt Comdr Mqlter Nichols

A1lied Of icers:Present: Captain Charles iaslcins, AC
| SUMuARY

1. .This interrog tion is supplemsntary to USSBS interrogstions 150, 160 and
193, | |

L)

2, Captain OHMAE amplifies his previous statements about Japanese plans at
the beginning of the war, the Solomons campalgzn, the Marianas operation and
the second Philippines campaien. He also gives an account of the Dattle
of tane bismarck Sea

7. ' Commander YAMAGUCHI describes briefly the early land based air operstions

against wake. He there amplifies his previous remarks about the employ-
ment of land basad Naval Air Creft in the second Philiprines Campalgn,
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Estimate of US Air Forces on 7 December 1941 f

To Captain OHMAE ;
L. e nave been told that the Japanese Army Air Forces were prepszsrzd to face
a numerical inferiority in both the Philippines and Malaya =2t the beginning
- of the war; and that it was counting on a superiority in the quality of its
effort. It believed its planes and pilots superior to t.ose of  the UPAAF,
the US Navy and the RAF, and it t.ought thst it could overcome @ super-
inrity in numbers, Did the Japanese Navy share this view? |
A, No. The Japnanese Navy thougat that it would have superiority of numbers
" in the Philippines, and it t.ought the Army and lavy would have simils
supariority in Malaya. ~There was a foreign office report that tihere were
900 US plunes in the Pailippines, but this report was not believed; and
it waes subsequently shown to Le felse .by photo reconnaiscsance toward the
end of November, r

Qs Will you tell us all sbout taose photo reconnaissance missions? :
A, I was not there, and 1 know nothing about them.

3e The Japanese -~rmy has®told us that =t the beginning of the w' r it had a
]

strategic reserve of air units in Manchuria with 2 strengtr of ut lecast
250 eircreft. Did the i srve? :

lavy possess a similar res

A, The Army thouglht it'neCQSSary to maintain such a reserve in ilancinuria to.

| guard against Rus:i The Army also asd commitments in Cnina, =2nd it was
charged with air gﬁ‘u;re of Jeapan. The Neavy aesd no such cowwitments, and
tne only resserve in rear areac wilcn. 1t maintalned consisted of its train-
ing -units. ‘At the beginning of the war, all fully trained units of the
Japanese Navy Air Force wzre committed. We thought it best to use as
much force as possible in order to obtain vietory &s <uickly and cheaply
as possible., The first line units ordinarily hzad substantiadsreserves of
aircraft behind them in the forward ersas - sometimes as much as 50%.

wake -Island & Guam « 1941

To Commander YAMAGUCHI

.« -hat type of pleanes were used from Kwajalein against .2ke in December of
19417
4 o

A, Type 97 heavy bombers (Nell),

&e oW many of these »lanes were there vased in the Marsaalls?

A, About 56,

vo How many did you lose in tae wake operations?

K, About 10,

te wh=t was tne level or training of tic pilots who took part in this operation?

s From 500 to 1,000 Tlyine nours =8ch, JIn *ddition,; the crewe of those air-
craft were specially trained in over water navication,

e wWilmat alr attacks viere made on Guam in 1941%
A, lostly flozt planes. No substantial air effort was necessary.,

Doolittle Raid

i

1o Cagtain OdVAL

<e Did you nave any advance warning of tihe 2ttack made con 18.ﬂpril 1942 by
medium bombers launchned from the carrier Hdornet?
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Yes, A picket boat “Teported the presence of two US cdrriers on the morn-

ine of the 18th,

4as this picket boat sunk by the carriers?

Yes, it was sunk, but it had managed to send us warning.,

What, then, were you not preparzad for the attack?

Wwe zxpected it to come th=2 next day if &t all., Wwe had no idea tnat the
carriers hed planes capable of flying tne distance 1nvolvad. we did not
know thet B-25's were to be employed. We thought the carriers were golng
to approacih much closcrs and so wers taken completely by surprise

what effect did the Doolittle raid have upon Japansse plans?

We deecided that we must push out our defenses even furthor, and accordingly
we decided to take Liidway, New Caledonia and bases in the Aleutians,

Are you sure of this? I thought that tihe attack on Midway at least was
plaqnud before the war &nd had besen schedulad gll 8long to take place in
June of 1942, CUaptain Gende has indicated thet this is correct,

My porsonal rccollection and opinion is that the Midway operation was not
decided upon until after the Doolittle raid, and that the raid was respons-
ible for the decision to undertake it, Therc mar have becen plans to -take
vMidway, but tne decision to execute thicese plans iind not been made,

Now G-uinc:az Rabaul znd Guadalcanal

To Captain OHMAE

whan did you first go to Rabaul?

In June of 1942,

-

what was Japanzsc air strengtn there at that time?

Atout 80 Jepancse Nevy fighters, 30 land attack plenes (Betty), 10 reconn-
aissance planes and 30 float planss, a total of about 150 airecraft., These
planes balonged to the 25th AIR FLOTILILA,

oW were tnosc plahes employed in July of 19427

W& ran occasional raids on Port Morasby and attompted to support the Jap-

anese Army troops which werc then going ovaer the Owen Staonley mountains in
o diredtion of fort MMoresby, ¢ .

Did you drop supnlics to.those troops? | . .

Not until tney startzd to retreat. Thoy bazan tho opsration belioved -that
they could gt along without air supply. Thz Army units involved ware
especlally trained =lite units from Manchuria, and the Army thought they
did not nced any aid., s~roy HQ =t Rabaul kept vi:ry secrat the prograss they
warec making, and 1t was not until the roetrest started that we were asked to

<
drop suppliess
What sort of a sunply - dropping cffort did you make?®

We scnt 3 or 4 land attack planes (Bﬂtty) caech nighte 1he Army reportod
that it reczived only 25% of the supplios

vid you ever practice supnply dropping?

™ T

<

o, This was an improviszd affair, But practicc should not have been nce-
ary. Tha opcrations was rcally very simple, and I am sure the Army
acutally reccivesd more than 25% of the supplies.

rl

=W e
{ujLJl

L
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. New you said there were 150 aireraft at Rabaul when you arrived 1n June.s
How many werce therc at the time of the US landines on Guadalcanal on

7 Aug 19429

A, About the same.

Q. What was the effect of the B-17 attacks on Rabaul which prcccded the land-
ings<% |

A, No grcat c¢ffect. As I rccall it, the weathor was vaTy bad and nindored
Yhe reconnaiscance aircraft whlch should navg Fpoftﬁd the landing forccss
The weath r moy also havs hindsred the 3-17

G. .hzt did you do after the landings?

A, wo immediatcly attaciked using all aircraft available, e attcmpted mASS
attacks on the 7th, 8th and 9th., "%e lost onﬁ—h“'p_of our available strength
in those attacks, and we asked for 1ﬁ*orc”‘unt The 26th Alr dlotille
was brought in with about 12C plﬂnu-. LEraprives “bout the 25th of August.
Thts 21st &ir Flotilla 2lso camz in ~bout this timc Trom SABANG (Sumatra).
And in November, any ermy rcconnaissancce unilt ~rrived, but it wasn't worth

m*l : & i .
1 A ' Ak WY B " # L] k: v [} M s oaily ow B § & T o almt itn s ag & P e L ’ v [ W

Q. .c1l, what was Japancsce Navy alr strength in Rebaul in the middle.of.

Lo

RrUgusSt?

A, About 40 plancs,

L

S And tois was btuilt up to 160 plancs nbout thc 25th of sugust?
3 Ras L0Bs
3, what uapposned then?

A, e thcn ussd our full plone strength in support of the first sttempt by
ground forces to dislodgc you from Guadalcanal, | . :

~,  what losscs dld you suiter?

L., I eannot recall tho details of lossos ‘LY individuﬁl aetiogds -

), well, c#n you give us a figure for losses from 1 /ugust 1942 to 1 January
186

H.'Yas.':ﬂﬁ_lortlﬂbout 300 planes in that time

¢, What was your aircraft strength on 1 Janusry 19437

A, 100 fizhtors, 30/40 land vasced attack planes, and paritaps 70 rcconnflssance
planzs, float npleanes, ClTCe

""5

O Py
strongth? ¢

6!

e B laeeraﬂtﬁ var~ sent from Japan which mllowed you to malntain this
Il £
E_

=
[ ]
<
(v
n
®

. What was the 1l»avel of training of your pilots durlng thile poriod?
when we bagzn, in August of 1944, most ol our pilots were very weil trained
with more tnan 500 Hours flying time, The pilots from the 26th and 21lst
Lip Flotillas wore equally well trained, But by 1 January 1943, only about
15% of tham worc left and we.were receiving pilots frash from .school., Thuzy
nad only about 100 flying nours.

<.» Do vou mean they had only 100 hours total flylng time Or 100 ‘hours 1in
combat type aircraft?
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About 100 hours in combat tvpe aircraft. Perhaps €00 hours in all.
When did you ask the Army to scnd reinforcements to Rabaul?

In Scptenber of 1942,

Why?

The Army ground forccs were continually asking for direct support and we
cn by Army aircraft.

Battle of Bismarck Sea

Uo you recall a series of US air attacks on a convoy goging from Rabaul to
LAF in March of 1943 which we call the Battlc of the Bismarck Sea?

L U
Do you know how many ships were in that convoy?

To thz best of my recollection 6 dastroyers, one Navy “"Special Ship"™ and
Y transports,

How many werc sunk?

All but three destroyers,.
was that an important convoy?

Yes., Very important., It was cerrying sbout 7,000 troops (6,500 Army and
500 Marines). Harly in 1943, it was decided tast Southzastern New Guinea
snould be reinforced, =nd on 9 Janusry 1943, we landed a brigade at LAR,
Thore we decied tast we should land At loast-a division,,and we had plans
to land five or six divisions in an attempt to tilke all New Guinszas,

At thet time you still taoought you could take Port Moresby?

rd
i Z . § = . | i | ' -
we not only thought we could takc Port siorssty but hopzd to take all New
Gulnoea,

well, winat 2bout-tac 1 liarch 1945 convoy?
Lhis convoy eerried pert of the division wo expected to land. 1t was the
mission of theuse troops to go as far inland as WAU and to hold Morote, If
We could heve dophs $hst you could not nave bullt Up your, large alrficlds
in the lzrkham Valley, : | |

At thet time,  you foresaw the possibility of our building up large =2ir bascs
in the Msrkham Valley?

Ycs,
What happened when thic convoy was sunk?

we cancelled our plans for sending < division to LAE, and bezan to reinforee
Wewak, « we thought we could procesd ovarland from Jdewak towards the Markham
Vallsy and accomplish & part of the original mission by breaking up your

alr ficld dcvelopment but the Japaneze Army is not vary good at building
roea s,

50 that, as a result of the Bismarck oea jdction, you abandonsd your plans
to rcinforce LAE and to take all New Guinea?

Yes,

And you attampted to stop ~ur developmasnt of tie Morkham Valley by & ground
advance from wewak?
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Operc tlon of carrizr

harhigeet XS 8,

®

~nlanecs from land bascs

whon did you first use cerricd based alr groups from land bases in the
Solomons? ‘ -

A, In April 1944.
He MOy

A, the land bascd air groﬁps 2t Rebaul were not effﬁctive, largely becauso
thore were only & few gxocrienced pilots, We still a ;tached utmost 1im-
portance to the Solomono campaign, and we had to have 2 better @ ir effort,
The Army had just comc 1nvo Rabaul, but 1t was no nﬁlp. Iapaneso.nrmy units
hd had no training in navigatlon and .in any cvent these pleakes had too
short a range. In February, I personally asksd to nav: the cerrisr 81T
sroups brought into Rabaul, but =zt tosd time it wes felt that' they should
te kept intact for usc fltu the carriers. But in Mzrcih the ituﬁtlon
was oven worss, and-I succceded in pusiing through my nlan to land bése
the carrisr groups.

Q. Did your lossaos of ~ireraft in the Buttle of the Bismapck Sea have any
bzaring upon this decision?

rl. I\IOH

G. How meny aireraft did you lose in the Battlo of thp Elum1“CK Sea?

1

L, Atout 40 out of 80 aircraft which wore cov.ring tac COnVOy.

L |

By ;.Iw ‘many did tnc Army losc? by gt s s 44 r

Ac I don't know,

03 -

e ﬁﬂ+uiq1qp to the carricr groups, wWnlch groups wire involved?

v CndDIVb*l qad % u@tk 1and basst ¢t this tinme.

(L-r"

&, How many plinas? | .

A, About 500. e still hed 200 lnnd bosed planes, meking o total ol 4 bout
700 Navy aircraft in the bismercks - Sdolomons arad.

e When thésc plancs arrived, wnot did vou do witih them?

A, e ran two big nttacks in the Solomons rnd onc-on the i-w Guinca side. It
was originslly planusd to nttsek Port Morasby, and we thought thoe Owen
Stanley mountains were too hignh for ti: oireral’t wo an d "avallébleo,; 80 We
rttacked Buns and Milne Bay instead with atout 280 -mircraft - nov Tull
strenzth, In the 3 =ttacks, we lost about 15% of our strongth, and
Admiral Yemamoto, who was thcn &t Rabaul, thougnt this was cxcessive,
~nd so ordersd the corrier groups back to Truk on 17 April,

_.lil

~. Was the Army involvzed in this operation?

A, No. Thoere would have boen confucsion if the Army attzcked with tac Navy.
So it was not allowed to.

Q. What wes your n:2xt operation?

A, It wns proposzd to send @ joint Army - Navy parachuts force into the Mark-
ham Valley to nrevoent your development of the sairfields tacre. Any Army
nnd a Navy paraciuts cxpert come to Rabaul to diccuss tne projaecte I told
them it never could succead because nt that time we could not supply fighter
cover. My view wes adopted, and tae projact was nbandoned

Q. «hen 4id the carrier divisions next operate from land bases?
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) A, In July of 1943, after the US landings at Rendova, we attncked as best we
could and beccuse of the very low level of the training of our land based
pilots, we lost threc-quarters of our strength and had only 40 or 950 plancs
left, We made an urgent ca2ll for reiniorcements, and the CARDIV 2 zir
group was scnt in about 25 July., It never went back to its carriers and
wos merged then and there with the 26th Air Flotilla, Thoreafter, a ncw
CARDIV 2 air group was formed, but it was o« completely new group with nonc
of thc pilots from the originnl CARDIV 2 zir group.

Q, How msbout the Army Air Forcec ot this timec?

A, The Army was still in Rabaul and had not y2t movad to Now Guinea, but 1t
participated in the Now Georgia operntion only once. Ite pilots were
poorly trained end their plancs were old and short rang:ad.

Qe -ﬂhﬂt uas the state of the training of the CARDIV 2 air'group?
A, Very good. Its pilots were vory sxpoericnced.
dow many planzs' did it have?

Ky Hbout 175.

Ge Whore was it based?

-

A, It Tfirst had = forward basc at Buna, but after your landings at Munda this
base bJenme tntenable ohd it retired o Buks, =nd finolly, @0 thg cnd ol
August to Rabaul, At that time, total NMNevy 2irceraft strength ~t Rabaul
amounted to 100 fightors, 30 single cngine bombizrs nd 30/40 lond based
attnck pl-nes (betty).

: Qe Wcre you recciving any replacements?

A, ¥We wore tien rceeceiving the type zero model 52 fignter (ZGKD'52) wnich was
‘very good. Sut the replaccement pilots WCIre V2Iry pooOTr,

e When did you nocxt land base the CLRDIV 1 air group?

A, dLbout 1 Novembor 1943, This coinecided with the Bougainville opéeration, but

purcly s n mstter of coincidence. C:RDIV 1 stnyecd in Rnboul =bout g weeks,
suffor.:d 30% losses #nd then withdrew, Thsreafter, it was reorgnnized,
, and wont to Singapore to train. It had only o few renlly eéxnericnced

pilots. I went with it, on the new TATHO, so I don't know what happened
ey Habeul after liot?

Merianas

Gs L bave resd whot vou heve s8id avoul thnoe Maricpss Csmpalegn 10 responss to
qucstions put you by the Naval Analysis Division, cnd 1 do not wish to
duplicate, but there =re sevoral points I should liko to elesr ups. First,
I underst-nd th t land kesed Navy cireraft moved from the E NEI to Palau
and Saipan whare the US landings werc cxpectad. Could you toll mc how
many and under whot circumstances?

A, Whecn we saw your flzet ~pproaching the Marisnns, we cnncelled the KON plan
(operations in New Guinea), ond began to move the flset and 211 ~vailable
aireraft from the E NEI towords the Murinnas, About 100 nircraft movaed from
the E NEI to Palnu and Yap through Halmahsra, but the pilots vire so poorly
trained thet helf were lost, nnd one contributad vary much to the operction,

Q. How about planss from Japan?

k., The 2nd Aiv Flect wes then in process of formation in Jepnn, apd 1ts prlobs
were not sufiiciuntly trained to participrte in this operation. Butl wo
put togetacr & group of ~bout 120 or 130 plancs ncnned by the best pilots
we could got, ond moved it to Iwo Jiri.. we called this group the HACHIMAN
BUOTAL, It attaekasd your task foree ond landing forces from Iwg end lost
cbout hclf of its strength, DMennwhilce, we lost about 400 plunes in the
REISTRICTED 490 ="F=
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ecarricér action west of the Marianas,

2nd Philippinc Coampeigzn

To Commander YAMAGUCHL

iy

=

‘v e

ve

Lfter tﬂujm“rlunﬂq operetion, the 18t Alr Flset movasd its Hg to the Phil-~
ippines., How many rircraft did it hove there by 1 September 19447

About 150 planes, mostly fightors,

And the 2nd Air Fleot was to defend Formosa, the Ryukyus and Kyusiau,
How many plancs did it have? |

LXout 300.

The carricr groups ware not under the 2€nd A1y Floet?
No, they wsre not.

W2y did you not moxe ~ny ir defensc of LFolau whore 1t wes invaded on
15 Scptember 19447 | E B

It weg Ou't Of jffjgti#\i’e I'~111ge- ;

Why did you not usc your plrnes to defernd lorotni waen it wns invnded-on
15 September 19447

w:By tl&ﬂ'wb nﬁd dﬁ@ldbd thet the Philippines should be our -outer line of

Qui 1s2,. wWe had put Sho Opcrntions'(szanae'of'the Philippines) into
act, c.8d Sho operclions did. pot ebll Tor tho defonse of Morotol.

On 10 VUctober 1944, the US flsct attocked the hyukyus, nnd on subsequont

dayes, it ottacked Fermoso and the Philippines. Will-you desceribe thex

Jépanase reaction?

On 12 October 1944, the main strength of the 2nd Lir Fle:t was basced at
Konoyae. e made.B night attack on your flset with atout 100 airecrasft, and
on ths n3xt two nights we made simil-r gtbtocks with nbout 100 aircraft,
Thaen on thp next doy, Wo nttocksd with 150 airferaft from tho =nd Air Flesot
and. 150 eireraft from the. carricr grdups; £ fotel of 70U s0rties In Tliree

. nights und_ong day., «fter the first scetion our uncexparisnced. pilots

reported thrt they abd sunk =% least Tive major fleot unite. At the end of
the three doys, they reported thnt tloy h:d sunk it lunst 30 wnrships, Ve
made reports of this to the megror A£s o rosult of thesc reports, prep-
arations for the Philipplnes condipilen were not pressed nis they should have
bcen. We wero overconfident, and did not onticiprte =n immecdiate landing

G4
n the Phillppliloos, 1hHis ovsrconfidaﬂce lost us the Philippines campaign,

What were your Pﬂpual lossos in these attacks off: Formosa®

J31;05t-%LOUb 60% of tho nircraft oommittedif nbout 400 planes,

Did you muke ﬁ.zﬁxlmum cf'fort to destroy our floct?

Notaing was iacld back, e made a2 moximum effort. we thought your flzet
wns resting in ~n ide=l position on Formosa, and ta~t wo had @ very good

CHLANCE .

How many planes did you lose on the ground in Formosn ond the Ryukyus =s a
sult of our e rrier strikes?

Only about 30 or 40.

whet wne the effect of the cir att-cks on Formose which took place =t this
Time?
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E A, Air depots and repair facllitles wsre badly hit, 2nd this had a g ren
sffect on our nbility to got planes into the Phlllpplnus loter 1n the
monthe But the B-29's dostroyud very fow planes because the plrnes were
well disperscd.

To Coptain CHMAR . i . . L

Qs Did the action off Formosa hove any ¢ffect on the efficiency of the Northern
Forcec in the battle for Leytec Gulf?

A., Somc of the carrier air groups werc employzd ~nd suifcered substantizal
losses., Wwhen we were ordored to sortie with the carriers a week later, we
h-d to trke an odd assortment of pillots who were bty no reesopn fully trnlned
Perhaps ‘some of the pilots who wcre lost would nave becn betters But &t
that time we had fio really sxpericngad earrier groups, and in that action
we werc operating only as a “lure"™ to hielp the control force penctrate

ke tos 1

Leyte Gulf,

G. I bélieve you have previously stoted th-t the 2nd Air Flect finally =rrived
in the Philippines on 28 Oetober with &bout B00 planes, - Is that. corrset?

Le Yes,
G HOW meny plones did tas lst #Air Floet hove ¢4 that time®

A. 4About BO, &about 100 h~d bezn lost in the carriszsr strikes of mid-September
and Octobere.

Qe ibout how poRy pl~ncs did the Jhpancse .rmy have 2t thot time in the
Philippines?

A. .E:Lt"‘ut 300 @

i« 00 thot on 23 Octobsr you had &bout 650 planss in the Philipnincs, both
Navy ond Army. 48 you knoh, /e hod only o Iaw lind Lased planes operating
irom one &#irficld ov thot Timees Why then did you not exploit your numore
Lleal adwontege and drive use from the beaches?

he 4t thut time, the Navy was primerily concerncsd “1ith ~ttacks on your corrier

task forece. The »rmy did =2ttack the boenchheads, nnd I do not know why it
had no more success, 1t had lost 2 lot of plenes in earricr strikos on
the eepntral Phillpplihes,

Le Was the incxpericsnce of your pilots & factor in the poor suegccss you
aesisved T this time,? '

']

e OUr pilots Wore vory poor wnd inexpsricnced,

e How about rcopair faeilities?

A, .ic ned depots 2t Mnhnile, Logaspi and Ccbu which. could moke 4th cecholon
repalirs, ch“n“a grigines, etes But there were suort-ges. of @ sorts of

parts boeenupse of your attnacks on the routs from Japnn througn Formosa, and
bzcftusc your submrrines, werc beginning to cut us off from the South., . ln
sddition, we had far too mony differsnt kinds of pl-nos, nnd the pearts

were almost navir interchangenblce. We h2ad not. been pﬂbo ‘rad Tor yolux

léng ing 8l 86 €orly © dﬁta, ond wWe dld fot bove n suftlcelient stors of
Supplies oy edéquete ropilr feecilitles.s The airficlds had hot been built
up as was planned, and tas poor state af mony airfizlds causcd mrny londing
accldents., dhe bombing of the repair facilitics revlly did little damage,
cut this cnuscd us to stop work on the planes, when such work was vary
Heccesa Iy,

The Lirmy has told us thot throughout the Southern areas, mrintenonce was
crdinarlily 8o poor, Lectusse of factors simil-r to those you mentionecd, that
1t w~s oftcén necessary to discard plmnes which could :m=sily hoave been fixed

if thoy nad bzen ne r & good decpot« How zZbout the Navy?
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A, All tarough the Southern nrea, the Novy wzs obout ~s bad 2s the Army,
We might have s2lvaged mony pl ‘ncs by bringing thzm back to Kanoya, but
of coursc we naver could got them there.

(e How did you service rirecraft in forward oreas? ;

Ae Thirc wecre very faw gasoline trucks outside Jeopan, ~.nd -we used.io. scrvice
our plancs by hend from drums,.

"+ How long would it tnkc you to serviee n' flight of' 36 fighters?

A...'About ¥ hours,

0L B C8R you zive us L-.rougl estimate of the montihly losses and Tupl cewents
* reccived by. the lst and Bnd Lir 1la*ts 1n thk P‘nllpplms‘p
As: T:sstimate themasg follows: h
Streneth Losscs Rcplacements

ovember - 7 . . . 180 A i -+ [ R
ccember . S i B © e 180 - 200/300
ANUATY o0 c00 300

b2
<

1
s
i §

~ CJ

Qe W7s 1t the Novy's rosponsibility to protect the supply convoys you ran
into Ormoc in Lov:i:mbir.cnd Deccmber 19449 - T

e *3lt-Wam & JO-lfit nrmy - N*’lvy sffort. | T X7 d .. .. T "

Q. How many pl“nag would Jou comilt to Htal: delgpuo of thesc convoys?

e e hnd n joint Army - Navy pool of “bout 60 plﬁnﬁa. W2 itricd to keep 30
pionce ovasr the convoy -t all times. We suff.red 20/30% losses in this

' o parntlon, T
o Wont was the serviesability rite ot tils timo? ; e T g
" 485 - = 4 E g’f | . -. "
© bae wgll LGLOM 50%. | | by @

Q, IOow oftan digd you ttack tiae Mindoro convoy?

ke Mo gede & Yete ) of uﬁut 60

(f‘)

loldo etincks 10 the B doyse
've  How nbout the Linzoyrn convoy?

fne.  Wa could only throw cbout 30 suicide plrinss ngninst it.  Thot left our
strengta in the Philippines nbout 20 plnnss, - Those plernes wont 1o
Tuguegarao ond ultimntocly back to Formosa,

Qe Con you tell us nbout the suicide erash which Adniiral »rime is supposed
to a~ve mnde on n US tosk force somec time in Octobor 1944% |

B nbout 18 OthUJr,~hum1r L sdramn efeshed is plope on o U enrricr to tH

agv of LuZon. .ag wng then Resr-Adnirgl opd we s }TOFDtuQ poothuanqu

to Viee sadmirnl, Lotoer; mon who craghed wers promoted 2 grodes posthumously
1T thoy hit o ship, =nd ehc if" they-misssd,

l_ i

Q. Whot wns the orgrnization of Japansse Navy suicids units in the Philippinzs?

Ae Lhe 201st Kokutai wes Cﬁrv*rtﬂd completely into 2 suicide unit, ond suicide
pilots wire continuclly fed into it during the cnmptign, Some other Kokutai

made sulicide ittacks, but this w s the only onc which wrs completely a
sulcide wunit,
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