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ADVERTISEMENTS

The China Paper Mill Co.

During the concluding quarter of the past century, the
~above-named Mill is known as the first paper manufac-
tory in China. Throughout these years the manufac-
tory was exclusively devoted to perfection of material
and workmanship. The production is extraordinarily
clean, glossy and atiractive, the utmost finish is atmed
in the use for all purposes. Best reputation was there-
fore earned, and both foreigners and Chinese alike have
shown their appreciation for the supply. With all care
in the selection of the best material for the manufacture
and using so much art as a high-class industry, there
cannot be any other similar manufactory in China
known to have placed its produce in the same level.

In order to avoid imitation, Customers are requested
to see the
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3+ MEI SUN & CO. ‘e

Wholesale and retail dealers in—mms
=~

7/1 \\V All kinds of Books, Papers, School Requi-
sites of any kind, sueh as: Pietures, Physieal
and Chemieal Apparatus, Maps, Illustrated
Charts, Musical Instruments, Physical Drill
Dumb-Bells, ete., etc., etc.

IN ORDER TO MEET THE DEMAND OF SCHOOLS,

si¢| Our Prices are Especially Cheap. [

. Customers are requested to eome to . . .

HONAN ROAD, BRANCH OFFICE,
SHANGHAL HANKOW.
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The World’s Chinese Students’ Federation
Evening Sehool & Mandarin Class.

E. 562, BURKILI, ROAD, SHANGHAL

Rn Exeellent Evening Sehool

FOR BUSINESS YOUNG MEN.

Fees....viviieennninnn venn $3.00 per month.
Hours ........coiiiiiiane, from 7 to 9 p.m.
et - - —————

Mandarin Class

IN PURE PEKING DIALECT.
For a term of 3 months, to members ....... $2.00

" non-members ..., $3.00

INSURE YOUR LIFE IN

The Shanghai Life Insurance Go., Lid.

The Company for the Chinese.
HOME OFFICE, . . . . . . SHANGHAI, CHINA.

Branch Offices all over China.

el & A 4 P——

WRITE FOR_INFORMATION 10 |7 CANTON ROAD, SHANGHAL,

R




All in-

Stationeries,
quiries and orders will be promptly attended to.

Chemical and Scientific Apparatus, lllustrated
Shanghai, China.

Models,

ADVERTISEMENTS
The China Educational Supply Co.
NOTICE.

We have much pleasure in informing those
who are interested in educational works that we
have now a full stock of school requisites, such

Note-books, Maps,

Physiology, etc., etc., and we are prepared to
58 & 59 Honan Road,

Charts for Astronomy, Geology, Botany, Zoology,

supply them at very moderate terms.
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THE W. €. S. F. SCHOOL

E562 BURKILL ROAD

An ideal and exceptional day-school for boys. No inexperienced

teachers to experiment with students.

Number of
individual attention.
education at the same time.

instructors sufficient to insure small classes and
A thorough Chinese and English preliminary
Hours from ¢ to 12 a.m., and 1 to 4 p.m.

The school is housed in one of the semi-foreign buildings on the
best street in the Western District, spacious and airy school-rooms,

indoor games, etc.

Course, four years.

COURSE OF STUDY.

CHINESE
DEPART-
MENT

FIRST YEAR

|
|

SECOND YEAR

THIRD YEAR

FOURTH YEAR

FouvrTH (CLASS

THIRD CLASS

SecoND (C1.ASS

Firsr Crass

Chinese Reader.
i Penmanship,

Chinese Reader.
Historical Primer
of China.
Elementary Geogra-
phy of China.
Sentence Formation.
Penmanship.

Chinese Reader,
Ancient History

of China,
Geography of Asia.
Gramimar.
Sentence Formation,
Short Composition,

Chinese Reader.
Modern History
of China.
Geography of the
world.
Composition.

ENGLISH
DEPART-
MENT

Priiner.

Royal First Reader.
Euglish Lessons,
Spelling.
Penmanship,

Ruvil Second and
Third Reader.

Introduction to
Geography.

Grammar,

Sentence Formation.

Dictation.

Spelling.

Royal Fourth and
Fifth Reader,
Elementary Geog-

raphy.
Grammar,
Short Cemposition,
Dictation aud
Spelling.

Royal Fifth and
Sixth Reader.

Complete Geography

History.

Grammar,

Composition.

Conversation.

Translation.

|
{Arithmetic, 1st book

2nd book

3rd book

Algebra
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Educational Notes

By T. Z.

EorAariry.

\\ It learn with satisfaction that the
4 United States Minister at Pokiny
has  sent a dispatch to the
Hsuehpn or Board of Education alvis-
ing the placing on an equal footing of
all Christian schoanls and colleges with
the Government schools and eolleges of
the Limpire, and conferring official pre~
ferment on the graduating students of
the former as well as of the latter.
Should this wise counsel be accepted
and a decree promnlgated carrving it
into effect—and we feel no hesitation that
it will be accepted, all well-wishers of
China, especially well-wishers of the
student class, will not fail to congratulate
Young China. Hitherto, students of
the Christian schools and  colleges,
although often superior to those study-
ing in Government schools, as far as
mtetlectual and moral training is concern-
ed, are debarred from taking an active
part in the welfare of the nation. Many
a talent is thu< wasted, which would
othierwvis= prove of great value to China.
Durtng the period of transformation in
Japan. those wh took the most active
part in its regeneration were mostly
graduates of misstonary schools, It is
nothing but right that the Goverument
shron.d make no discrimination between
students of Chiristian and Government
colleres, for by removing the barrier
which now shuts out stuldeuts of the
former Schools from posts of respon-
sihility, the diverse conflicting com-
ponents will thus be united into a
homngeneous miass, whose duty it is to
mould this hoary Empire aud transform

it into a uew Chiua.

1Y AU,
GIRLS' SCHOOLS IN SHANTUNG.

Where ahout a decade ago schionls for
rirls woere an unbeard-of novelty, the
country will hefore long be inundated
with them. ‘The pendulum of public
opinion is steadily swinging around from
denving any edacation to our females, to
giving them education equally with our
males. The benefits aceruing from female
education are beuinning to be realized by
the people of Shantung, and the first
Public Girls® School has been firmly
established. 'The work so far lias been
a great success, for the daughters of the
officials and gentry coustitute half of
the pupils. Furthermore, official pat-
ronage amnd encouragement ate 1ot
lacking, as Governor Yang Shih-Hslang
lias subscribed T's. 1,000 towards its
support, hesides awardiug prizes to the
Schools. It is our sincere lope that this
Girls' School will form the nucleus of

future similar educational institutions
all over that province,
A Wise STEP.
Tiere was a time when officials

sought every means to frustrate the
tntroduction of Western civilization and
kill every design which would produce
anod and ameliorate the school crn-

diticms of the masses. But the days
of ignoranc and  selfishness  are
numbered, and the “deputy father-

mothers of the people’” are as enthusi-
astic, if not more, as the people them-
selves in instituting reforms. It s
gratifying, therefore, to read that a pro-
aressive official in Wuchang, for the
purpnve of enlightening the Chinese
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mind, has established a free reading
room mnear the telegraph station at the
west gate, where newspapers from all
parts of China may be found. Such
example of attempts at dissemination
of knowledge to dispel the intellectual
gloom, is highly laudable, and if this
splendid example were to be followed
throughout our Ewmpire, the era of
enlightenment in our fatherland would
not be very far distant,

IMPORTANCE OF LLEMENTARY
EpUcaTIion.

Recently the Empress Dowager com-
manded the provincial Directors of
Education to pay special attention to
elementaty education. A building, in
order to be strong, must rest on a firm
solid foundation; so a student, in order to
be really educated, must have his
foundation of intellectual attainments
well laid; and that foundation is
elementary education. Before a learner
can enter into deep water to swim, he
must first take his swimming lessons
in some shallow streams or ponds; so,
before a student can compreliend the
“Five Classics,” etc., he mnst first
be able to explain the meaning of
the ‘‘square characters’’—characters
carved on square wooden blocks. If
elementary education 15 neglected,
attempts at anvthing higher will be
futile and abortive; on the other hand,
where elementary education is empha-
sized and a good foundation laid, the
students’ attempts at attaining higher
education will be much facilitated. The
provincial Directors of education are
those who are commanded by the Throne
to promote and supervise the education
of the people, and it is but a step in the
right direction that they should be
made to realize the importance of
elementary education,

Tae IsperIAL, MEDICAL COLLEGEH,

There is in Tientsin an Imperial
Medical College which is useful in
training men for the inedical depart-
ment of the Chiunese northern army.
The late Viceroy Li Hung Chang was
responsible for its establishment, as he

desired to train up a medical corps for the
use of the Peiyang Army. - According-
1y, in 1882, Dr. J. K. Mackenzie, of the
London Mission, was engaged to teach a
small class of eight students in the medi-
cal science of Western countries, with
practical training in the hospital of the
same mission in Tientsin. These eight
students were selected from those of the
Educational Mission to thie United States
under the charge of Commissioner Yung
Wing, who returned to China at the
end of 1881. These few students formed
the pioneer class of the medical college,
and most of them graduated after four
years. For the next class, no candidates
were available, and the Peiyang author-
ities sent down to Hongkong for them,
As Western education in China was
then iu its infancy, English-educated
men were difficult to find, and four
candidates only were secured. Dr. Watt,
the present Director of the College, was
oune of these four. FEight students joined
the third class and Hougkong has
always been the recruiting ground for
procuring students for the medical
classes.

This year, when it was advertised in
the Chinhese papers that students are
needed for the formation of a new class,
one hundred candidates appeared before
the FExaminer in the premises of the
Hongkong Chinese Club on Queen’s
Road Central. ‘The thiree subjects given
were: Traunslation from Chinese into
English, Composition on ‘‘Tramways,”’
and Dictation. The aim was to test the
proficiency of their knowledge of
Eunglish.  Only thirty students, the re-
quired mnumber, were selected. Tle
nmnber of students, who presented
themselves for examination this year,
is greater than that in any previous
year, which distinctly shows the grow-
ing popularity of medical profession on
Westeru lines among our fellow country-
men. The graduates of this College
are drafted partly into the service of the
Peivang army, partly to the Navy, but
a few have also been chosen to join the
Government Civil Service, especially for
accompanying high officials i their
travels abroad. H. E. Tang Shao-Yi, in_
his late mission ta Tibet, was accompanied
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by one of these doctors, and Duke Tsai
Tse had one for his party of travelling
Commissioners.,

EptvcarioN 1Ny CHIHLI,

We give below the substance of a
memorial by Viceroy Yuan Shih-kai, on
the subject of schools and educational
matters 1n Chihli. He states that soon
after his arrival in the province in the
28th Year of H. M. Kuang Hsu, lie order-
ed the establishment of schools in the
Provincial capital and in all the districts,
besides the Educational Board, the uni-
versity, normal, middle and primary
schools in  Tientsin. During the
ensuing year, the Minister of Education
issued certain regulations which have
since been properly put into operation.
Owing to tact and gocd management,
the public are now familiar with modern
education, and many schools are kept
running at the private expense of
gentry and merchants. The following
ts a return of all schools now open in
Chihli :—

The Peiyang University . .
The High College at Paotingfu
The Peiyang Medical College
The Industiial High School

The Agricultural H,gh Schonl, Agricultural
and Industrial Primary Schools, . ., 21

ooooo
......

Editorial

The danger of modern literalure,

NE very important fact which has
not come within the observation of
the majority of us is, that there has

cropped up, side by side with books of mo-
dern learning, a type of literature which
is calculated to be a danger of no small
magnitude to the future well-being of
our uation ; for once it secures a foothold
upon our people, no human power will
be able to counteract its disastrous
influences—we mean the modern novel
of sensational character mmported from
the West through the hands of unscrupt-
lous transcribers. Like the gradnal
progress of the advaucing tide, its

The Normal High Schools, Normal and

other Training Schools. . . . . . . 89
Middle Schools. . . . . .. L. L. 27
Advanced Schools . . . . . .. .. 152
Primary Schoels . . . . .. . . .. 4,162
The Women's Normal School , . . . . .
Girls’ Schools . . O 2

Yamen Runners’ Schools, . . . . . 18
The Strangers’ Schools '
The Tracing and Mathematics Schonl
The Telegraph College

The nunber of students shown in the
record is 86,653, those of the ‘‘Hali-
day” and ‘‘Half-night”” schools not
being included. The total number includ-
ing military and police students amounts
to 100,000. At the outset, the new
learning was strange to the people,
though both officials and gentry regard-
ed the modern schools with the same
respect as that accorded the cold system.
Rumours were circulated to hinder the
progress of modern education, but
Lecture Halls, Reading Rooms, and
other institntions have been established,
which have produced a marked change
in public thought. Now, that a special
Educational Commisstoner has been
appointed, the memorialist recommends
that in future all matters in connection
with educational affairs be referred to
him and be consulted ounly in case of
tmportant business.

Comments

effect is imperceptible; buat, nrnless we
are warned of it, and try to find refuge
in time, we shall sooner or later find
ourselves enguifed beneath its over-
whelming waters.

Notwithstanding the influences of
modern refinement, there still remains in
us a spark of the brute instinct, which
ages of culture have only been able to
damper, but not wholly to extinguish;
aud under favorable circumnstances it
does not fail to burst forth in flames,
Hence anything of the seusational
character appeals to human nature, and
among the weaker-minded it often
produces incalctilabie harm.
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Instances are not few, in Western
countries, in which men and ivomen
have lost their self-poise and have
committed acts of rashness and atrocity
under the influence of sensational liter-
ature, notwithstanding the strong wide-
spread influence of Religioun, which helps
to a great extent to counteract its evil
effects. If this is so in Europe, how
much more so will it be iz China.
Religion has no strong and parmanent
hold upon our people; and add to this the
present impressionable period through
wlhich we are passing, in which anything
of good or evil influence may produce its
lasting impress, there i« every reason for
us to be on guard; aud unless our Press
will take active measures to check the
increasing current of this kind of base
literature which is now fast flooding our
market, we shall only regret when it is
too late !

Our national oynanzents.

One of the interesting featnres in
connection with the progress of our
modern civilisation is the statue of
Marquis Ii Hung Chang recently erected
at Si-ca-wel, the first of its kind, perhaps,
in China, (an illustration of whicl is
given in our frontispiece.) It is a big
step forward in our progress, inastnuch
as it indicates the breaking down of the
old harriers of national prejudice, which
has for centuries excluded Western ideas
from our shores, and hefokens a new
appreciation for modern culture.

Those, who have had the fortane of
travelling abroad and visiting the large
metropolises of the West, cannot but be
delightfully impressed by the beauty of
its cities rendered by the large number
of fine mouuments and imposing statues
of their great men erected in conspicuous
squares and well-laid parks. These
statues, while serving as national orna-
meuts, have their distinct moral effect
upon the people. As they are the
expression of the nation’s gratitude and
appreciation for distinguished services
rendered to the country and to humanity,
there is a certain silent, yet, juspiring
influence connected with them: and no
one looking at the grave figures of the
dead heroes, and reading the records of

their grand achievements, can go away
without feeling the power of their in-
spiration.

Next to the study of history nothing
exercises a more poteut influence upon
the national spirit than the monnmentat
records of their great men. For they
point out to the source of their national
greatness and power.

China bas had many heroes and many
great men, but owing to the absence of
impressive statues aud the neglect of
existing mouwments, whatever great
achievements they might have rendered,
have not produced as lasting or as
beneficent effect upon the people. Often,
as in the West, with them perished
likewise their works., Many a great
man is now thus iving in his silent
grave with nothing to tell, to the genera-
tions to come, the tale of his splendid
deeds.

Apart from the hwmanitarian motive,
the oue worldly ambition which all great
men desire, is the perpetuation of their
fama. Perhaps to this, more than other
causes, have been attributable many a
daring achievement of the past. Iet us
hope (hat our Government will not be
contetit to bestow only posthnmouns titles
and honours upon her loyal servants but
that she may show her appreciation in a
more substantial and lasting way by
erecting splendid monuments to their
miemory and by preserving those already
1 existence with Joving care.

The need of svstemalic moval education
i ot SChools.

The strength of a nation lies in its
people, which constitute its units, but
the sclionl is the ultimate source of its
strengtly, in as much as the development
of the man is ultimately traced to the
school m which he received his early
training. Hence, whether the man is
strong or weak intellectually and morally,
depends upon the environments in which
he was placed and the discipline which
he received during the impressionable
period of his school days.

The moral traintug of the increasing
number of students which yearly flock
to our schools is, therefore, a question
which we can not lightly pass over in
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this crucial moment of our national
liistory, as the future of our country
hangs on it. Under the old Dispensa-
tion, the Classics, with their ennobling
principles of virtue and morality, did
the service both for the intellect as well
as the morals, and our fathers while
digesting food for the intellect, did not
fail to 1mbibe the principles of virtue
inculcated in the precepts of our Sages.

But times have changed. Our Classics
are no longer a part of our Educaticnal
programme, and the modern studeut,
while building up his intellectual struc-
ture with the materials of modern learn-
ing, has allowed ltis moral edifice to be
left neglected. Will modern learning,
with its tendency towards matertalism
and skepticism, be suflicient guarantee
for tlie production of a good citizenship?
The negative answer of the foremost
civilized countries 1u Europe and America
is proved by the greater zeal with which
thev foster moral education among lLier
students. And the wvarious religious
organisations as the Y. M. C. A. and
others are doing their best to counteract
the dangerous iofluences of modern
materialism in Colleges. The need of
some sort of systematic wmoral training
is emphasized by the tendency among
our young students to lose their head
and go off at a tangent at the slightest
provocation.  Surely, among the 1m-
portant factors which make up our
new mnation, the moral training of our
students is one which claims our serious
consideration.

The Cear and his people.

The most absorbing question at the
present moment in connection with the
latest development of events in Russia,
is the Agrarian Reform, which has for
its basis the Expropriation of all the
lands now belonging to the Crown, the
Church and private proprietors. ‘There
seem to be now three opinions with
regard to the method of its expropriation,
namely ;—

(1) Voluntary Sale as proposed by
the Government,

(2) Compulsory Expropriation, always
accompanied, however, with just payment
to present owners, advocated by the

Constitutional Democrats, who constitute
the majority in the Duma or Lower
House of Parliament.

(3) Forced Expropriation without
compensaticn, which has for its support-
ers the union of doctrinatres, socialists,
communists, and revolutionists, What-
ever may be the issne of this question
we will watch with keen interest : and if
the Government does not prove obstinate
to the reasonable demands of the Con-
stitufional Democrats, all may be well ;
otherwise, it 1s to be feared that she will
experience a Revolution from the com-
bined forcesof the Constitutionalists,
and Revolutionalists, vot unlike that of
France in 17Sg.

There is every reason to believe,
however, of a satisfactory solution to
this grave problem, as “*Czar Nicholas
appreciates the gravity of the situation,
because it appeals to his soldiers, the
rank and file of the army being peasants,
The Emperor’s concern is evident in his
concession made recently in the Duma,
by his mouth-piece Stichnighy, who
declared that the government had at its
disposal twenty-five million acres, com-
posed of ten million acres of Crown
arable Jand over six million acres of
clearable forests and nearly nine million
acres of private estates, the owners of
whiclh have announced their readiness
to sell; that thousands of other land
owners would no doubt be willing to
dispose of their holdings at reasonable
prices ; that all these lands would be
sold to the muzhiks on time, through
the Peasants’ Bank, the payments not
commencing for several years; that the
Government contemplates the colonisa-
tion of Siberia and Central Asia, and in
Russia proper, the optional abolishment
of the Communal system, by authorising
peasants who so desire to distribute their
holdings in fee simple. Finally, the
Government also expects to improve
the present primitive and unproductive
agricultural methods of the peasantry.”’

As the Agrarian Question has always
been the galling qguestion with the
oppressed peasant class of Russia, and
hence the principal canse of unrest, it is
to be hoped that by removing this cause,
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Russia would not have to experience the
bitterness of Revolution, which would
mean Lhe sacrifice of millions of lives—a
prospect too gloomy to think of !

Building a givl's character af school.

So long as history exists, and society
moves, the question of Woman'’s Educa-
tion will always occupy the foremost
thought of the public. The Woman
1s, after all, a potent factor in the
building up of the nation, for, with the
School she divides the responsibility
equally in the production of the future
nation. ‘That the question of Woman's
Education has not lost its vital interest,
even among nations where stuch ed-
ucation has reached almost as perfect a
standard as that of men, is evidenced by
the numerous interesting pamphlets and
articles we see from time to time
publishied in the leading magazines, one
of which, on account of its logical worth,
we wish to reprint below :—

The strength of a nation is to be
measured rather by the character of its
women than by the physical power of its
army or the greatness of its statesmen.
Oue is the cause, the other the effect.
For 15 not the very foundation of man’s
pliyeical and mental greatness grounded
in the character of the mother who has
nurtured his body and developed his
mind from birth? Al that man has, he
has from woman. Her weakness is her
strength. Her more complex sensitive-
ness, her love, refinement, chastity, and
truth, are reflected in the young men
and women she gives to the world to do
its work, and these are rcal strength.
There is nothing more important, there-
fore, than the proper physical, mental,
and moral training of these recruits
before they assume their responsibilities
in the world’s great army. And no
question so puzzling confronts parents
as the proper education of their children.
Most girls, to-day, are destined to take
their places in the conduct of the hone,
assuming the responsibilities of mother-
hood, and mouldivg the characters of
the generations to come. Hence the
greatest care should be exercised by
parentsin selecting a school for danghters

in which a wholesome moral training is
an essential, The years of a girl's school
life are the most plastic in her career.
Then is her character formed and her
future forecasted. Grave nusgivings as
to what school is best for a girl’s ed-
ucation haunt the miuds of her parents;
more because of the considerations of
moral training and environment in
schools than for those of a purely mind-
developing character. Justification for
this attitude is readily uunderstood by
those who are familiar with present-day
methods in many schools.

Liberty in institutions of learning is
but a stepping-stone to license, and the
line is only too loosely drawn. Constant
chaperonage, with due regard for the
Iiberty aud independence of the student,
is necessary at school age, particularly
where girls are denied the influence of
their own home and family, Away from
home, a girl is not under the requisite
and constant parental discipline and
guidance, and the influence of home
environment, which make for truth and
virtue and gentleness. Her nature seeks
some one in whom she can confide the
innermost secrets of her heart, She
needs a mother’s love and affection ; and
these she must have in some form if she
is to develop a well-rounded, noble
womarthood.

Moral, mental, and physical training
are her due in a more or less complete
degree. Being in the world, and part of
it, ambitions to learn of the mysteries of
life, her zeal for knowledge is keenly
whetted, and to impart knowledge of
rightful character is the grave respon-
sibility devolving upon those into whose
hands she is placed. Right knowledge
is a thing not to be found in a moment,
but to be acguired. QOne possesses it not
by an act, but by a process. To leave
its impress indelibly upon the mind of
the young, there must be preparation
for it. Like a flower, it will thrive in
one climate and not in another. Slow
degrees and orderly development mark
its course to the fulluess of its bloom.

Right kuowledge and right training
in a spiritual atmosphere are the things
that mark unoble womanhood. It is a
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That this fact is being grasped and, to a
certain extait, acted upon by the Inozrial
Governmeat and the pzonte. is evileaced
by the general interest now hestowz1 on
education, and the emplovment of men
like H E. Tany Shao-yi in the Walwupu
and other governmental departments at
Peking. The zsiguificance of this move
on the part of the Government 1s apt to
be overlooked, accustomed as we are, to
the conduct of affuirs in other countries;
but when it is remenibzred that things
move slowly in Chinn, and that the
majority of those in higl places have
no Western education, then  this wide
departure from its settled policy of
“geclusion” is indesd good cause for
congratulation.  This is one of ithe
liopeful signs of the times, and betokens
an era of reform and enliglhtemment,
gradually but surely. dawning ou this
decrepit Empire.

But general statements of facts tend
to lead us to draw false conclusions, and
mfess we -perceive the mport of these
sweeping  changes in this, the most
impressionable period of our national
history, and be prepared to cnpe with
contingencies arising from the altered
conditions of affairs, then we may easily
fall a prey to our faucied security. The
policy of the Government in sending
stucdents to foreign countries, especially
Japan, to be educated is no doubt a
move in the right direction ; but allow-
ing whatever good that may accrue from
this step, the policy is fraught with
many dangers, inasmuch as a great
uwmber of the studeuts studving in
Japan, rentrved from home influences
and cast off, as it were, fromn their
moorings, are easily swayed by the storm
of revolutionary doctrives, and in a
short time develop into ' reformers? of
the most radical type. It 15 an open
secret that thre students returued from
Japan euntertain most extravagant ideas
of liberty and govermment, azuravated
no doubt, by their tuennplete education
and the distorted impressions received
from a short sojourn in Japwn  Uunless
steps are taken to ameliorate the pre-ent
unsatisfactory condition of affairs, China
will in the end bave the mortification of

‘pelens, to in-titute reforas

findiaz hzrsta lent-body gratuallybecom-
ing a ceatre of revolutioniry iatriguas,
such as have chiaracterized tha Austrian
and Russtan uuiversities. If Chuna
sends er sons abroad with the ultimate
view of ntibizing them on their return,
then let her exercise the ntinost care in
their selection, or else she will have to
face tlie consequences. If she cannot
exercise the necessary influence over the
student-body in Japan, then wlhy not
educate them at home where she could
mould them at will? Young men
gmerally are of a mercurial cast, and
they retain longest the principles early
inculcated into their minds.

While the great drama of niodern times
—the Russo-Japatnese War—was being
enacted in Manchuria, China was rudely
awakened from her sense of security,
and brought face to face with problems
which demanded immediate attention.
Waged in China’s territory against her
will, the war, during its course, engaged
our every hope and fear, for it decided
questions the most mementous to the
Cliinese Empire, and therefore, virtually
to the wiole Asiatic Races. This war,
like all great calamities, fras come to us
like a blessing in disguise, for under its
ahsorbing influence on the trend of
thought, there has evolved from identical
tdeas and interests, a remarkable nunity
of aint among the people, as evidenced
by the recent Boycott, and the agitation
for a coustitution and other reforing, and
for the adoption of Kuanhua as the
conunr n Janguage of China. It was
under these circumstances that the
spirit of reform received a fresh and
great impetus, which forces the Peking
Government to bestir itself, and. wofens
to meet the
growving demands of the people. Asa
result, the time-honored svstem of
literary examinations was abolished new
institutions of learning were estublished,
female education is belng Fostered. and
Commissinners sent th foret 20 cvitries
tor study their tostitutioas, ete., which,
being corrent events, nexzl not be re-
couated here.

Dismissing other questinas from our
purview, let us discuss sulely the quas-
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tion of a national language for China
and its possibilities. ‘The Chinese writ-
ten language, being on a symbelic basis
instead of onaalphabetic one,isnecessarily
an awkward method for the transmission
of thought. In the early stages of
society, when men used words to express
their ideas much the same as people now
use sentences, such a language no doubt
served 1ts purpose well. Being in the
maint svmbolic, the Chinese language
abounds in metaphors and similes, which
are admirable vehicles for the convevance
of poetic sentiments, and for these
reasons, we find the Chinese language
pre-emineutly poetic,—rendered more so
by that extreme conciseness and senten-
tiousness which characterise ligher
species of poetry. In the matter of poetic
imagery we challenge the Western
natious to point to a language richer
than ours. Thus we find the Chiuese
language, rich in words expressive of
passion and sentunent, and other abstract
qualities, while it is compelled to borrow
terms descriptive of modern ideas from
other languages ; when we add to this
the deductive taint imparted to the
language by Chinese speculative phile-
sophy, we will see how fmpractical and
inadequate is the language with which
we Chinese are equipped to struggle in
this objective world. Moreover, the
written language being hard to acquire,
owing to its difhculty and the great
number of words it comprehends, ag-
gravated by the fact that what is written
is widely different from what is spoken,
s it any wonder that most students are
educated along Western lines at the ex-
pense of their mother tongue? And
further, considering the variations in the
phonetic  pronunciation of the same
words 1 the different provinces, es-
pecially the southern ones, where each
district has its peculiar dialect, can we
with any show of reason hope that the
people would be more united than they
are now? ‘The Chinese people, held
together by the only and feeble tic of a
written language, can never be brought
into closer relations, owing to the dis-
ruptive force of their colloguial dialects.
Owing to the difficulty of the
Chinese language, and the impossibility

of writing foreign sounds with Chinese
words, it has hindered foreigners from
studving Chinese, as well as Chinese
from studyving foreign languages and
from appreciating things foreign, and
thus we have been isolated in the past
aud shut out from mental intercourse
with the rest of the human race.

In the present era of reform and
material progress, what avatls a highly
Hterary langunage, which is sadly lacking
in terms that bear upou the multi-
farious and complex relations of modern
life and eunvironmenis? The remedv,
therefore, can oulvy he found in the
substitution of Kuanhua as both the
written and colloquial language of China.
We are aware that there would be a
general wave of protest from those whose
syvinpathies iocline them towards the
past, if this proposition were to he
carried out. We are, also, aware that
any new proposal should liave its reasons
to recomimend it, before 1t counld be
entertained or adopted. Therefore, it
is our purpose in the remaining para-
graphs to give a few reasons why Kuan-
hua should be adopted as the national
language.

First. The possession of one common’
language oun the part of the Chinese
people will make them more sympathetic
towards each other. It will enable the
people of one province, however reniote,
to travel to any part of the Empire with.
out linguistic difficulties, and this in
turn will link them into closer social and
commetcial intercourse with each other.
Under such favorable conditions internal
commerec will be greatly developed, and
the people, brought more frequently
together, will gradually lose their pro-
vincial prejudices, and consequently, the
national mind will, by degrees, become
broadened.

Secoundly. It has been complained
that the foreign-educated sons of China
frequently write in foreign languages
better than in their own; but are they
to be blamed? ‘The fault 1s with the
language, not with the students: for it
requires years of laborious study, in-
consistent with all ideas of pedagogics,
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before one can write the language toler-
ably well, whereas onte could, within the
same time, master the English language,
obtain a good working knowledge of the
various sciences, mathematics, history,
ete., together with Latin, Greek, and
perhaps one or two of the cther time-
honored literatures neglected by the
studeuts, especially those born abroad,
while they pursue with relish the far
more utilitarian learning of the modern
schools. ‘That they had not been as
useful as they should have been, is ex-
plained by the fact that the written
language 1s the medium of communica-
tion and not Kuanhua. If the latter
language is in vogue, no doubt, these
students could give a better account of
themselves, and through the agency of
the press, impart their knowledge to
their less advanced countrymen, instead
of surrendering this task to the present
crop of editors, men with little or no
Western learning, who owe their know-
ledge mostly to translated books. Thus
we see that, with Kuanhua as the written
language, most of the present unsatis-
factory results would be removed, and
the foreign-educated sons of China
would be greatly assisted intheir heaven-
appointed task of reforming this Empire.

Thirdly. Allowing that Kuanhua is
the only medium of communication it
follows that everything ranging from
the issuing of an edict to the writing
of a letter wonld be couched in this
language. Aund the Kuanhua language
being simple and easy to learn, it stands
to reason that the number of men capable
of reading would, in a short time, not
simply double or freble itself, but in-
crease tenfold or more. Such an increase
in the number of reading men would
mean a higher order of intelligence than
that now existing among our people.
We are accustomed to hear the Japanese
generals ascribe the phenomenal vic-
tories they managed to gain, partly to
the high intelligence of the rank and
file. Every Japanese soldier was said to
be able to read and write, and to under-
stand readily what was required of him.
This is due in a great measure to the
admirable svstem of education evolved
in Japan, and the universal use of the

Japanese language, which is essential-
v colloquial, though in its written
form it contains words adopted from
the Chinese, supplemented by some
fifty or sixty radicals representing
distinct vocal sounds, which, in effect,
constitute the Japanese alphabet. If
China wishes to reorganize her anay
and navy, let her take these lessons io
heart. But it is not in the field of
caritage alone that intelligence gets the
better of igunorance,—the law finds ex-
emplification on every side: in the.
factory, in the laboratory, in agriculture;
in fact, in every couceivable kind of
nseful industry which human want may-
lead mankind to undertake. It may be
set down as axiomatic that other things
being equal, the greater intelligence of a
people will enable them to staud a better
chance of snccess. In view of these
facts, how can China hope to compete
with foreign countries, when not only
is the iutelligence of her people far be-
low the level of other nations, but all
the other fhings are equally disprepor-
tionate ? Thus we cac tla tne relative
intelligence of the peoples las been
instrumental in enabling one people to
conquer another in war, or to excel
others in sciences, meanufactures, and
other useful arts of peace. If China
wishes to keep abreast of the times and
swim in the tide of progress, she must
not for one moment neglect the educa-
tion of her people ; and in order to attain
the maximum result, nothing lends itself
so well to this purpose as the adoption
of Kuanhua as the sole medium of in-
struction in her schools all over the
Fupire. . This language being com-
paratively easy to acquire, will leave
more time at the disposal of the
students to fearn other useful subjects ;
and when we consider the great number
of students in our Empire, and their
necessarily increased intelligence and
efficiency, we cannot but indulge in
hopes that our country will shortly be
in a position to compete successfully
with other coumntries in the various arts
and manufactures. It is true, the writ-
ten language and the scholarly writers
of to-day arve serving their purpose
well, inasmuch as these worthies are,
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under the present circumstances, the
fittest persons on earth to influence the
literary and official classes. But, in
course of time, these will have to be
superseded, because in our reckouing, we
must subordinate the component effect
to the total effect. In the age of
strenuous modern life, when battles are
fought not so much in the gory battle-
fields as in the markets of the world ;
when nations struggle for supremacy in
all branches of industry; when all the
powers of human reason are strained to
their highest tension in the effect to
penetrate the secrets of nature, to
harness her dynamic forces, and utilize
them for man’s benefit, and to rob earth
of her treasures and render them ductile
to man's will,—in such an age, poetry
loses its significance, everything is
beconte matter-of-fact, and a poetic
language which has wnothing else to
recommend it, will avail as little as the
learning of ancient Rome availed her,
when the barbarian hordes were pouring
over the borders of her Empire. It was
the recognition of this truth that prob-
ably led Macauley to pen the following
lines: ““In an enlightened age there
will be much intelligence, nmuch science,
much philosophy, abundance of just
classification and subtle analysis, abund-
ance of wit and eloguence, abundance
of verses,—and even of good ones,—but
little poetry. Men will judge and com-
pare ; but they will not create.”’
Fourthly. If what is spoken could
be written in Kuanhua just as it is
spoken, we would be adding one more
phase to our political life. For if we
should ever have a ConstitutionalGovern-
ment, it is necessary that eloquent men
should come forward to take the lead in
our deliberative assemblies ; and for the
views of notable men on mnotable events
to have influence with the public, their
utterances should be printed aund circul-
ated iu their pative press; and this is
just where the practical use of Kuanhua
comes it1.  We know the Chinese can be
eloquent at times; they certainly ap-
preciate real eloquence. Eloquence has
played its part in our history; during
the recent Boycott, the movement was
largely sustained by the systematic

delivery of speeches before appreciative
audiences. By eloquence, the Boycott
has been engineered (in itself hardly a
matter for self-congratulation), and by’
eloquence, will our uational energy’
and destiny be directed. However, if
speeches were to be reported in the wen-
li style, it would make them appear
bookish and unnnatural, and impart to
them a sense of the unreal. In this
connection, it is proper to remark that
the written language, being symbolic,
is intended for the eye, and appeals
more to the intellect ; therefore, a written
composition when read to a person, does
not readily call up ideas and images in
the person’s mind, if, indeed, it is not
impossible to be understood. The col-
loquial language, on the other hand,
appeals to the seuse, and a man ad-
dressed with this language, readily
comprehends the meaning; moreover,
the colloquial language 1s his ordinary
garb of expression, and anything pre-
sented to him in this form acquires that
force of meaning not approachable by
any art of wen-li, When we come to
think it over, it will seem incongruous
to mauy that we speak in the colloquial
language, we carry on our processes of
reasoning in the colloquial language,
but must transcribe our utterances and
reasons into wen-li for the edification of
our readers.

We have seen in the above some of
the reasons which demand the removal
of our written language, and the sub-
stitution in its place of Kuanhua as the
medium of communication, both written
and colloquial. We have been compelled
to discuss the different aspects of this
vital question in disjointed sections; let
us now look at the guestion in perspec-
tive, in order to bring out its true pro-
portions. 'The possession of a common
language will not only enable the people
to travel with ease, or become united,
mcrease their intelligence and thus fit
them to engage in the industries, or
acquire other arts necessary for their
self-preservation, but it will prove in the
hatds of the Government a factor of
great power in bringing the distant and
dissociated provinces and dependencies
under her supreme control. This will
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tend to centralize govermmental power
under the Central Governnment, and thus
give China a strong political organism,
the weakness of which has hitherto
made her bow to every caprice of the
diplomatic coterie at Peking. It will
constitute, in fact, a lever of tremendous
force, moving various objects in this
political household of ours in oune and
the same direction, It is satisfactory
and reassuring, however, that there are
now some newspapers and other period-
icals published solely in Kuanhua in
different parts of the country, but there
should bhe miore of theni. Further,
there should be graded text-books writ-

ten in Kuanhua, and this language
should be used for all purposes, in which
the written language lras been employed.
It is, certainly, worth the while of
our patriots to ponder well over these
thoughts: the question is well worth
being agitated for. Influential men
should take the Government into their
confidence, ard work hand-in-hand for
the common weal. The World’s Chinese
Students' Federation, as an expouent of
a universal language for China, should
certainly use nothing but Kuanhua in
its Journal. ‘The example needs but be
set, and there will be imitations.

The System of Self-help in American
Colleges

By A RETURNED STUDEXNT.

OTWITHSTANDING the general
appreciation of Education now
prevatling in Furope, heyond the

general spread of common education.
brought about by the introduction of the
compulsory system, it can not be said
that much head way has as yet been
made in the dissemination of the lhigher
branches of knowledge among the
masses.

This is attributable to the fact that
the expenses connected with a Univer-
sity course in Europe are, as a rule, so
great and the chances of working for
one’s education so limited, that there 13
practically no opportunity for a poor
man to go bevond a high school training.

The great barrier which has alwavs
stood between the poor and the College
is largely the question of money; for it
seems there is still prevalent that eryo-
neous idea that poverty and culture do
not go together, and that betwecen the
scholar and labourer there is an impass-
able gulf.

The tdea whicly attachies the work with
a particnlar class of men is more strongly
cimphasised 1n societies where customs
and traditions, rather than reason and
practicableness, have become the guid-
ing principle of men. In such societies,
where soctal customs have become Gxed
and crystalised, and distinetion of classes
more or less rigidly defined, there is,
therefore, less reliance on self  and
greater dependence vpon chance,

Herein lies the great difference be-
tween the Furopean and American In-
stitutions, which affect, to a large extent,
the educational system of the two
continents. America, being a com-
paratively young country, has not as vet
felt the ban of social tyranry which
deterntines the status of men by con-
ventronality rather than by any system
of rationality. Where success is the
prize of hard struggle, which brings into
requisition the very best tliat 15 i man's
faculties, rather than the reward of
chauce, the value of man is meastired
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not so much by dollars and cents, as by
his own intrinsic worth when divested of
his incidental respectability. The idea of
‘A man's a man for a’ that ' is believed
and upheld in all its sacredness.

No work or calling, therefore, however
humble, is degrading ; and a man’s self-
respect 1s 1n no way impaired by virtue
of his humble vocation, so long as 1t is
hornestly filled.

No where 1s this noble principle of
self-dependence more strongly upheld
than in the Iustitutions of learning
themselves; and by encouraging self-
dependence and self-help, thousands of
poor voung men and women, who would
otherwise have to be conteat with the
humbler walks of life, hiave thus been
inspired towards loftier aims, and assist-
ed in preparing themselves for a life of
larger usefulness.

In view of the fact, that there 15 now
an increasing desire for higher learning
among our students, the majority of
whom have been held back for lack of
means, a few points with regard to the
ways atd means of obtaining education

in America, on self-supporting Dbasis,
might, perbaps, be interesting and
helpful,

In speaking of self-help i Colleges,
we do not mean that the stadents are
thrown solely upou their own resources,
As the greater part of their time has to
be devoted to studies, it stands to reason
that onlv a small portion of the time
remains at their disposal to obtatu
means for their maintenance in College.
Hence, what odd jobs they mayv be able
. 1o do, outside of their College duties,
would be quite inadequate as sole means
of self-support. The College, theretore,
asstimes a part of the responsibility of
their support by various kinds of funds-
in-aid.

These are (1) scholarships (2) fellow -
ships (3} prizes:—

By scholarship is meant a certain
amount of funds eundowed aud tenable
for one vear. This amount, wiich is
about g$r50 (gold) per annum, is suf-
ficlent to pav for the student’s tuition.

13

The appointinent of sclhiolarships ceases
at the end of the year, but may be
resumed  during  succeeding  vears,
until his graduation, if the student
further needs the aid of the College;
the other conditions being (1) that the
candidate must b2 poor, and really needs
the help of the College to prosecute his
stuadies ; {2) that he must always main-
tain  a satisfactory standing in  his
classes.

Fellowship differs trom scholarship,
in that it 15 larger in amount {generally
about S300 Gold a vear), and tenable for
several vears, It is bestowed for dis-
tinction in some special Hne of work and
at vraduation, and 15 intended for the
encouragement of research work.

Prizes are rewards of a certain sum of
money not exceeding 3130 for excellence
in a particular study.  These are open
to students of all under-graduate classes.

These tunds-in-aid are endowments by
certain individuals interested in the
coilege. It is a fact worthy of unote
that practically all the big Institutions
of Higher I,carning are maintained by
private funds, and are little or in no
way conuected, directly or indirectly,
with the Government. ‘There are a few
Govermment Colleges, supported by the
state, apart from Military aund Naval
schools, but these are not generally very
flourishing, or have attained any pro-
minence in the Kducational world; the
reason bzing, that the funds supplied by
the Government are not adequate for
the matntenance of first class professors.
The well-known Colleges and Univer-
sities, such as Harvard, Yale, Chicago
University, Leland Stanford and others,
are private corporations, patrontsed hy
some interested millionaires.

Vauderbilt contributed much toward
the growth and prosperity of Yale Uni-
versity. Chicago University’s present
strength and position is due mainly to Mr.
J. D. Rockerfeller who, while in its critical
condition, sotme ten years ago, practically
resuscitated it with a handsome endow-
ment of several millions of dollars.
Leland Stanford received its name after
its benefactor who hequeathed a large
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part of his fortune for the up-building
of the foremost University of the West,
But in most colleges, by far the largest
proportion of the funds comes from the
contributions of their Alummi. A part
of these endowments is thus ntilised as
funds-in-aid to help poor deserving
students to obtain higher education,
which they would otherwise not be able
to do, were tliey left to depend entirely
upon their own resources.

As these funds serve most students
only for partial help, the greater part of
their means of support must, therefore,
come from themselves,

Among the various methods of self-
Lelp prevailing among the students in
the American Colleges the few that I
shall touch upon are the more common
and and more largely practised.

Students’ Dining Club:—There is in
every College a certain proportion of
students with limited means, who can
not afford to board in hotels or in private
families. These generally form them-
selves into boarding club together, after
the fashion of the Communists. Being a
coodperative club, no profit is made by the
establishment -beyond a certain amount
allowed for cooking and general keep-up
of the concern. The management is
undertaken by one of the poorer students
who receives a small commission in ex-
change for his services. He is called
the steward of the Club. 1In each club
there are about three or four students
who act in the capacity of waiters.
These do not receive payment in money,
but secure their remuneration in the way
of free board. In this way, many a
poor student manages to partially pay
his way through School. Oune student,
with whom I was well acgquainted,
actnally began his term with 65 cents,
but, earned enougl while in College, in
the management of a students’ dining
club as to enable hiin not only to pay
for his board and lodging, but to retain
a handsome balance of $60 at the end of
the College year. Iustances of this
kind are not few.

Canvassing -—Smmmer vacation lasts
from two to three months, so that it
affords students ample opportunity to

obtain their wherewithal for their next
vear’s schooling. ILong before the vaca-
tion arrives, publishers and other business
firms begin sending their representatives
to the different Colleges with the view to
securing ageunts for their latest publica-
tions, or mnewly-invented commodities.
Liberal comimissions are offered as in-
ducements to take up the work. Having
signed the mnecessary agreement, the
student undergoes the usual agent’s
training, which cousists of a series of
catechism intended to bring forth the
value of the article he is to represent,
and refute, in the most convincing way,
any ohjection on the part of the person
he is to sell his commodity to, or rather
force his article upon. A great deal of
one’s success in canvassing depends upon
the manner one presents one’s argument
as well as one’s perseveraunce; and, as a
rule, one’s financial stecess is an index
of one's degree of ‘ pluck.’” The students
return with varying success, some clear-
ing as much as $s500 within the three
months of vacation,

Choring :—'This is a term known in
America for doing odd jobs, and is another
common means of partial self-help, It
consists of doing small errands, as send-
ing letters, chopping wood, &c. ; and in
winter, looking after the stove, carrying
away ashes and bringing fresh supply of
coal. As it occupies ahout oue hour a
day, the compensation realised from it is
not generally substantial enough as a
effective means of self-support; but the
student is satisfied to get lhis free room
in return for this kind of service.

Type-writing :—A good knowledge of
type-writing has its distinet value to the
student, with a view to work his way
through school, as there is always a great
demand for such work mnot ouly in
College, but in business establishments
in the neighbourhood, and by devoting
one or two hours a day in this capacity,
one can get enongh to defray almost all
his expenses in school.

Tuloring :— 'Futoring is, as a rule,
limited to the students of the higher
classes, This is seldom a steady job as
there is no demand for it unti] near the
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time of examination, when delinquent
students have ‘0 resort to the system of
‘ coaching’ to get their  pass.’

In many Colleges, especially in the
West, a brief session of six-weeks tuition
is held under the matagement of one or
two professors, for the purpose of coach-
ing up students who have failed in the
recent examiunation, or those who wish to
shorten their College course by taking
extra studies. This is known as
Summer School, and a number of bright
students are yearly employed as tutors.

Lecturing: — Oriental students who
are not accustomed to the ordinary way
of self-support, prefer the more con-
genial method of lecturing. Americans
are generally inguisitive people, and
anything that has a novel phase, does
not fail to attract their attention, With
well circulated advertisement, and a good
supply of stereopticon slides, to illustrate
the ever-interesting social phases of
Oriental life, one never fails to secure a
good and appreciative audience. Arrange-
ments as to dates are made two or three
months before vacation, so as to allow
plenty of time for the circulation of the

advertisement. Generally these arrange-
ments are made with the different young
people Christian organisations such as .
the V. M. C. A., Christian ¥Endeavour
Society, the Epworth League, etc. The
net proceeds, after deducting all in-
cidental expenses, vary from $10 te gs50
a might. Of course, as there are other
entertainments going on at the same
time, during vacation, it is not always
possible to secure more than a dozen ap-
pointments during the term of three
months. However, apart from financial
consideration, a lecture-tour is beneficial
and helpful in many respects, The
above facts show, that given an ambition
and ordinary practicableness, lack of
means 1s not, of a necessity, a stumbling
block to securing a College Education,
be he a native or a foreigner.

After all, the most valuable part of
one's training does not lie in the acquisi-
tion of book knowledge, most of which
is never retained after a few years from
College, but rather in the development
of that practical faculty of self-help,
which remains as the safest guide and
help of one’s life’s career.

Prominent Foreign-Educated Chinese.

By Ku~xe THIEN-CHENG (§, K ).

RE writer proposes in the following
pages to write about a few of the
English speaking Chinese, some of

whom are members of this Federation,
and who, by virtue of their individual
talents and sound English education,
have achieved distinction and reputation
or otherwise sticcess in life,

T'o do this, reference to some books
contaiming particulars of their careers is
necessary. But suchi a publication is
non-existing, and in the absence of it,
the writer has to base his facts on (1)
notes jotted down by him whilst on his
travels, "(2) by personal acquaintance
and (3) by hearsay. ‘These cannot but
be circumscribed as there may be many
brilliant English speaking Chinese in
different parts of the worla who deserve
to be mentioned in this article, but have

been omitted owing to the writer’s not
having the pleasure of meeting or the
fortune of learing about them. He
would therefore crave their indulgence,
if their names have been overlooked.

The most prominent of the English
speaking Chinese at the present moment
is no doubt;

H.E. Wu Tinc-Faxc (ffi & 3%, the
Senior Vice-President of the Board of
Punishment. Born in Malacca, Straits
Settlements, where he is knoiwn as Mr.
Ng Choy (fh #). he was brought .
to China at the age of five, and was
educated at a native school in Canton
until he was thirteen, when he was sent
to 5t. Paul’s College, Hongkong. There
he rematned until he was twenty years
old. Entering the Hongkong Govern-
ment service as a student interpreter,
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official name is F: HF. and his “‘style”’
and lterary nane, 3 8.

H.E. T axc Suao-vr (M #7 %),

The Manchurian Treaty Commis-
stoner anud recently appointed Associate
Comptroller—General of the Chinese
Itmperial Customs, was bora in Kwang-
tirrey and edueated in the United States,
When  he returned  tfrom  Ameries,
he devoted some yvears to Chinese, and
stivlied to sucn purpose that he soon
attracte:t the notice of Viceroy Yuan

Shili-k'at, who lLas since become his

however, declined the post in favour of
Mr. Wang ‘Fa-hsiel, lately (arge
d' A fFuires, Chinese Legution, Tokyvo, and
was appointed Vice-President of the
Waivwupu  instead, and  later Man-
churian  Treaty Commissioner.  His
Excellency 15 a good Lnglishi scholar,
speaks the language fluently, and is
altogether 2 man of much enlivhten-
ment with a real desire for progessive
measures.  We hope he will vet receive
many marks of favour and promotion
which he well descrves.

H.E. Sz Curxrixe Liaxg Cubyc
(B 3% x. ¢ 6.

The present Miuister for China in the

also bomn in the

Cuited States was
: ; proviuee of Kwang-

sworn  brother, then on  the look-
out for progressive meun ol  foreign
educatinn,  When H.E. Yuan was
Chinese  Resident  in Korea, Mr.
Trangacrompanied T e

him to the Korean
capitai, where he
made himself very
poputdar by lus
liberal hospitality.
Later on he work-
ed =everal  vears
under the Viceloy
as Customs Taotad
i ‘Tientsin, prov-
ing Limself a right-
hand w.an to that
enlightened offisial
wlio has the great-
est confidence in
him, 1t was while
holding this post
that H.Ii. had the
misfortuie to luse
his wife and'dangh-
ter, who  wore
kilt.dd hy a shell
fire1 Ly the fouat-
ical mobs, e him-
self narrowly eseap-

e

tune. e spent
several  vears  In
the Phiitips Acad-
emiv, Audover,
Alass,, TS, A. He
then went baek to
China and entered

the  Governulent
service. After
holding several
posts  with  con-
spictuous  ability,
he accompanied

Prinece T=al Chnén
(12 B -T) in 1902
o his iaisston to
Lingland to repre-
sent the Emperor
of China at the
Caoronation of
King Edward VII,
atd was decorated
by that  Ioglish
monareh with the

ing with his life.
In 1903 he was
sent by the Chinese governmment to go to
India and negotiate the Tibetan [‘reaty
witlh the Indian govermment. After a
stay of some months’duration in Calcutta,
and coming to uo decision with the
Viceroy, the astute I.ord Curzon, lie
returned to China to liear that he had
been mnominated Chinese minister to
Great Britain to succeed H.IL. Chang

Teh-yi (& 8 #%), time-expired. He,

wir CHENTUXNG Li1ave CHENG I &

S e tnsignita of  the
' Knight Comman-
der of the Order

of St. Michael and St. George. On his

return to China he was nominated as
Chinese minister to the United States
in succession to H.E. Wu Ting-fang,
promoted. He proved himsclf highly
worthy of the post, and on the expiration
of his firrt term {ast vear be was asked
to remain in Washington for another,
When the Chinese Treaty with the U,
S. expired about two years ago, Sir
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which was the result of his first
attempt at translating foreign books,
was his able translation of Huxley's
work on Evolution. This work of
his, which at once introduced him to
the front rank of the pure Chinese
literati, made a profound impression upon
them.

Since the publication of the above-
mentioned work, he has been regarded
as a writer both tasteful and powerful.
Mr Yen-Fuh was appointed President of
the Anhwei High School this year.

But he is still busy with translation
and it is our sanguine hope that before
long FEuropean works on philosophy as
well as novels from Bacon’s, “‘Novum
Orgarum”’ to Sir A. Conan Doyle’s
Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes'’ wiil be
rendered into Chinese and made avail-
able to the great mass of Chinese liferafi,
whose thirst for knowledge is now so
great. Mr. Yen Fuh is now abount 55
vears of age; his cognomen is 3 B 3%
3 Vulin Khedau, as he spells it.

H.E. Kuv Hune MING, M.A.
(F B %

The Associate Commissioner of the
Huangpu Conservancy Bureau, who
for many years was the able and trusted
secretary and interpreter to H.E. Chang
Chih-Tung (#& 22 i), Viceroy of
Hunan and Hupeh, was born in Penang,
Straits Settlements, about 50 years ago,
of an influential and old family resident
in that island. Sent to be educated in
Scotland at an early age, he graduated
as M. A. of Edinburgh in 1877 after six
years' tuition. Returning to the Straits
he devoted some years to acquiring a
knowledge of Chinese ideographs. He
then went to China and worked under
the late Sir Thomas Wade, K.C.B., in
Peking, for some years. In 1882, he
started with Messrs. Archibald R.
Colguhoun and Wahab on their overland
journey “‘Across Chrysé’’ {(from Canton
to Burma), but owing to some
disagreement he returned before reach-
ing the final destination. ‘TI'liree years
later hie became secretary and interpreter

seated dislike of

to H. E. Viceroy Chang Chih-Tung,
remaining in Wuchang until last year,
when he was given the appointment
of Commissioner of the Huangpu
Conservancy with his headquarters
in Shanghai, where he is now. In the
Viceroy’s Yamén at Wuchang Mr. Ku
was a well-known figure, and there can
be no doubt that a great many of the
progressive ideas introduced by H.E.
Chang Chih-Tung were in a large
measure due to the advice and sugges-
tion of liis able Secretary. Mr Ku has
written several books and brilliant
articles and poems, chiefly contributed
to Anglo-Chinese periodicals and jour-
nals. His FEuglish publications are
““The Discourses and Sayings of Con-
fucius, a new special translation with

quotations from Goethe and other
writers,”” " Papers from a Viceroy's
Yamen,” etc. One of the articles,

*‘Defensio Populi,”’ in the last-men-
tioned book, which was published
at the time of the Yangtsze riots,
attracted much attention among the
Europeans and Americans in the
Treaty Ports, merchants and mission-
aries alike, as it explains the deep-
the Chinese peo-
ple to the ‘‘strange religions” of
the West. The publication of that
book led him to be considered hostile
to foreigners and for a time he was
bitterly attacked, especially by mis-
sionaries. But nevertheless Mr. Ku is
greatly admired by all alike for his
wide learning and his surprising know-
ledge of the literatures of England,
France, Germany, Ancient Rome and
Greece. Mrs. Bird Bishop, F.R.G.8., the
well known lady traveller, in her book
“The Vangtsze Valley and Beyond,”
says that Mr Ku's poems are so clever
and original that she laments that a
Luropean able to write poetry in
Chinese lhas not yet heen horn. Mr
Ku's official vame is (¥ 4:) 1Vang-
Shéng, also Li-cheng, 3f #%, and his
style 4 A. He is related to Mr (3
L i%) Kokaw Siang-Tat, formerly a
Justice of the Peace, Penang, aud to

Mr (3 M §%) Kaw Hong-Take,
late  Compradore Hongkong Dank,
Shanghai.
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he joined first, Palmer Home School, and
secondly, St. Thomas’ Hospital School.
In 1878 he proceeded to Scotland and
became a medical student at Marischal
College, Aberdeen. A year later after
securing several prizes, he obtained the
degrees of Bachelor of Medicine and
Master of Surgery, also the diploma as
a member of the Royal College of
Surgeons, London. Not satisfied with
these achievements, Dr. Ho K‘ai turned

his attention to
law. He joined
the Inn of Court,
and in 1887, gain-
ed the Senior
Equity Scholar-
ship of 100
guineas, aud a
similar  scholar-
ship for the law of
Real and Persomnal
Estate, but owing
to the queer re-
gulations of his
Inn he was pre-
vented from ac-
cepting the latter.
Called to the Bar
a year later, he §
duly qualified
himself as a Bar-
rister and Notary
Fublic. He got
married then to
an English lady
with whom he re-
turned to Hong-
kong where he
has been practis-
ing as a Barrister-
at-law ever since.
His wife died a few years later leaving
a daughter now in England. Besides be-
ing a member of the Legislative Council,
Dr. Ho K'aisits on the Medical, Sanitary
and other Boards. He isa Justice of the
Peace and a Companion of the most
distinguished Order of St. Michael and
St. George—a decoration given to him
on the accession of King Edward VII to
the English Throne in recognition of his
eninent services to Hongkong in educa-
tional and sanitary matters. He founded
a hospital in Hougkong and named it
‘“ Alice Memorial Hospital”’ in honour

Dr. Lim BooNw KENG M.B., o.M, }K 3¢ B

and rememberance of his English wife.
He is related by marriage to H. E. Wu
Ting-fang and is joint author of a
Chinese work in § vols, entitled 3T, i &
. He is also a lecturer on medical
jurisprudence in the Hongkong College
of Medicine. His literary name is }§ 4.

Dr. Liv Boon KExc (bk % B
M.E., C.M.

This brilliant and well known English-
: speakingChinese
medical practi-
tioner and leader
of the Straits
Chinese Reform
party, was born
in Singapore, be-
ing the second
son of the late
(BF K ). Lim
Tian Yau, a mer-
chant of that
place. He re-
ceived his early
education in
English in the
Raffles Institu-
tion in Singa-
pore, but at the
age of 18, winn-
i/ ing a Queen’s
b Scholarship
Cod which  enables
one fo study for
a profession, he
went to Scotland
and joined the
tamous school of
medicine in Ed-
inburgh, where
after about five
years’ efforts he took the degreesof M. B.,
C.M. Returning to Singapore, he set up
a piractice which turned out so successful
that he soon acquired a reputation,
Interesting himself in public matters con-
cerning the Straits Chinese community
he soon became popular, and when the
late Lt. Col. Sir Charles Mitchell,
G. C. M. G. became governor of that
Colony, he was appointed the Chinese
member of the Legislative Council, keep-
ing the seat for six years. In that body
Dr. Lim succeeded by his zeal and
extraordinary eloquence in carrying out
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several measures for the welfare of the
Straits Chinese, and has been thanked
several times by the British Secretary of
State for the colontes. In 190z he
visited China accompanying a son of
Prince Su (who had been sent to the
Straits for purposes of travel and study)
as far as Peking. On his return to the
Straits he resigned his seat on the
Legislative Council and devoted himself
to educational and reform matters. He
has an indefatigable pen, being the
author of several books and papers under
various nom de piume which gained him
the newspaper opinion of being ‘‘a man
of cosmopolitan predilection” and ‘‘a
polymath who knows the foreign world
better than the generality of his country
men,’”’ and ‘‘a gentleman who has an
extraordinary appreciation of Western
mode of thought and a remarkable gift
of writing good English.”” An ardent
follower of Confucianism, Dr. Lim is
never tired of lecturing and extolling
the excellent teachings of our sage
Kfung Fu tzu. He has consequently
to set up his tent against other religions

protesting against the conversion of
Chinese to Christianity with a vigour
which recalls the veliemence and earnest-
ness of the great Han Wen K'ung.
Clever and ambitions, Dr. Lim is bound
to do something signal and meritorious
for China in the vears to come. Helisonly
about 36 vears of age and sits on several
public Boards such as the Municipal
Commisston, Chinese Advisory Board,
Po Leung Kuk (g R J&)) ; is President
of the Straits Chinese British Association,
Chinese Philomathic Scciety (started by
him some years ago) a Colour-Sergeant
of the 2nd Co. Singapore Volunteer
Corps, Co-Editor of the *“ Straits Chinese
Magazine’’ (a quarterly journal of
Occidental Culture started somie years
ago) and Vice-President and member of
the Straits Branch British Medical As-
sociation, and Rcyal Asiatic Society.
He married the elder dauglter of Mr.
Wong Nai Siang of Foochow—an
English educated and accomplished lady
who died last year, leaving four sons to
the afflicted husband.
(70 be continued)

Does the New China Require
“Freedom of the Press.”

By Wn. H. Heen, (F ¥ &)

¢{ ONGRESS shall make no law .
. abridging the freedom of
speech or of the press.”” Thus
reads the Constitution of the United
States relative to one of the fundamental
rights enjoyed by its people. It is clear
from a casnal study of this statute that
‘it was intended to guarantee something
which was already in existeuce. The
only natural and logical inference that
one can deduce from the use of the
word “‘abridging’’ is that prior to ihe
enactment of this constitutional guar-
anty ‘‘freedom of speech and the press’
was a recogtized right,—a privilege
which belonged to the people as a
matter of right and not one created and
granted to them by legislative act. It
was 10t a spontaneous growth. It was
merely a perpetuation of the law of

England on that subject. It required
no law to allow if nor any court to
award it. So closely was this right
interwoven with their very existence
and so indispensable and essential to the
enjoyment of liberty that the American
people saw fit to incorporate in their
Constitution a law guaranteeing it.
What does and what can this ‘‘free-
dom of speech and the press’’ mean to
the people of the new China? Foranex-
planation, let us turn to the legal
definition of the phrase as enunciated
in England and in the United States.
Lord Ellenborough, one of England's
eminent jurists, said on this subject:
“The law of England is a law of liberty,
and, consistently with this liberty, we
have not what is called an imprimatur;
there is no such preliminary license
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necessary. But if a man publish a
paper he is exposed to the penal con-
sequences as le is in every act if it be
illegal.’”  Sir Willlam Blackstone, the
great law writer, savs that it “‘consists
in laving no previous restraints upon
publications, and uot in freedom from
censure for criminal matter when
published.”” According to the decisions
of the American courts ‘““freedom of
speech and the press’’ consists in a right
in the conductor or a newspaper to print
whatever Tie  chooses without any
previous license but subject to be held
responsible therefor to exactly the same
extent that anyone else would be
responsible  for the publication. In
other words, a person may publish or
say anything he pleases as long as he
does not libel or slander anvone. Taking
it in its broadest sense then, “‘freedom
of speeclt and the press’ includes not
only exemption from censorship but
security against laws enacted for the
purpose of abridging it, or ineasures
resorted to for the purpose of stifling
just criticism or muzzling public opinion.

Having thus explained what ‘‘free-
dom of speechh and the press’” means,
we are now confronted with the
question, whetlier or not the new China
needs such a privilege in order to facili-
tate her endeavors and enhance her hopes
of becoming a progressive nation, and to
aid lier in assuming a proper station
among the powers of the earth. Can
she afford to overlook this item,—trifling
at  first sight but important at close
range? Must she ignore 1t? Will it
stimulate her progress and advaunce-
ment ?

History Tras taught us that a nation
irrespective of the form of its constitu-
tion or government, will prosper so long
as 1t keeps in touch with the great
current of human thought; that any
attempt to stem this tide, to swing
away from it, or toignoreit, will always
involve national ruin.  Great nations
have ftizsen and fallen,—fallen becanse
they failed to appreciate the potency of
this unwritten law of national existence.
Now can anyone conceive of a Dbetter
medium than ‘‘freedom of speech and
the press’’ for keeping a nation in touch
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with the ever moving current of human
thought? ’There is no denying that
China is hopelessly behind the times.
One does not have to stretch his
imagination or to probe very far in
order to discover the cause of this
shanmeful dormancy, nor does he have
to search at any length in order to find
a remedy.

During this transitory period nothing
is of greater umportance than that the
masses should be taught the funda-
meuntal principles of national existence.
They ought te, at least, know the
duties that they owe to their govern-
ment and the corresponding duties that
their government owes to them. They
should at all times know the exact
relation which they bear toward their
government and which their government
bears toward them. Uunless the people
are educated to these things a United
China, in the strictest sense of the word,
would be impossible.  What is govern-
ment but an intricate piece of machinery
eachh of whose parts must work in
harmony with the rest in order to run
along smoothly ! Hence, as long as the
Chinese people remain indifferent to
their national affairs, so long will their
gavernmeut remain an institution without
a backbone,—a negative quantity in the
nations. How, then, is this wholesale
galaxy of education to be accomplished ?
Under present conditions and circumst-
ances ‘* freedom of speech and the press”’
will accomplish it. A free press, it seems,
is the only practical solution of this
problem.

Said  Tatrick Henry, the great
Amnerican patriot: ‘“To judge the future
we must study the past,” Likewise, in
order to ascertain the probable resnlts of
a free press in China we must look at
what it bas accomplished elsewhere.
Observers of the current events of the
world have n6 doubt been impressed by
the immeuse power and influence wielded
by the press of the United States as
evideuced by the recent exposures of the
corrupt methods and dealings of gigautic
corporations, of the stealings of the greut
life insurance companies of New Vork,
of the crookedness of Federal and State
officials, and of the rottenness of some
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of the governmental departments. And
no doubt they did not overlook the fact
that the common people were the nltimate
sufferers of these outrages,—that they
paid the bills in the end. Although
perpetrated right under their noses the
people would never have learnt of these
monstrous outrages, had not the news-
papers and magazines of the country
exposed them. Furthermore the news-
papers and the magazines would never
have exposed them lhad they not been
protected by “‘freedom of speech and
the press.”” TUnder the mighty sway of
the pen and the flow of printer’s ink,
reputations of great financiers, senators,
politicians, and government officials were
dashed to pieces, sheepskins were ruth-
lessly torn from the backs of wol.es,
and common larceny was made to look
like a respectable vocation in comparision
to the huge pilfering of trust funds by
the insurance officials and the tapping of
the tills of the wnational and State
treasuries by government employees,
Could these exposures have been brought
about without the aid of the press?
Could the Panama (Canal scandal, the
Chicago beef outrage, the frandulent
transactions of Wall Street, the bribiug
of legislators all over the Uniou, and the
numerous other outrages liave been
brought to light without the aid of
‘“freedom of speech and the press?”’
Most assuredly no. The voice of the
people echiged through the columus of the
press and demanded that the criminals
be brouglht to justice and that the work-
ing parts of the government machinery
be overhauled. What could the *'powers
that be’’ do but to perform their duty?
Without the help of the press the people
would have remained in biissful ignor-
ance of these gigantic erimes wnd would
bave allowed themselves to be bled to
death. It was the only practical and
available medinm whereby tliey could
make kpown their sentiments and the
only weapon with which they could
successfully combat the growing evils,
Now let us turny and sce what the
Chinese press has done for us.  Nothing.
Being subject to the whims and the
manipulation of officialdowm, it has never
been able to become the exponent of the

comnott people. Frowm time immemorial
China’s newspapers have been mere
official gazettes controlled by the court
and the official classes. True, some of
the native papers in the treaty ports,
which have nominal foreign owners or
which have been incorporated under the
Iaws of foreign conntries inorder to escape
the rigid consorship of the government,
enjoy ‘‘freedom of speech and the press,”’
but every city, town or hamlet in China
is not a treaty port. Hence; whatever
influence these publications may ex-
ercise—and, by the wayv. we must admit
that they have Decome an important
factor in the political affairs of the
empire—would sink into insignificance
alongside of the influence that would be
wielded if *“freedom of speech and the
press’’ were an universal privilege, A
frce press would become the people’s
most  effective weapon against public
outrages and political intrigues. It would
be a deadly enemy against corruption, a
gnillotine over the heads of the wun-
scrupuious officials, the relentless foe of
the oppressers of the poor, and a power-
ful factor for the proper administration
of national affairs.

To-day the eyes of the commercial
powers of the world are riveted on China.
T'hey see in her the greatest unexplored
market on earth for their goods and
wares. They vie with each other to gain
supremacy in the new region. Because
they find it impossible—at least for the
present—to  apportion the rich plum
equally amongst themselves they agree
on the “opein door’ policy. For'unately
for China their love for another man’s
property is not as intense as their
antipathy for war. An insignificant
portion of Clilna is aware of these things.
‘'he masses are ignorant of them for the
obvious aud paiuful reason that they
have no medium or means whereby they
can ascertain the facts. What is the
meaning of such # state of affairs? It
can only mean that as long as the people
are ignoarant of their national affairs, or
are prevented from kuowing them, so
long will their country be in constant
danger of dismemberment at the hands
of the greedy nations that prowl along
her shores.  And the ruling element, by
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retarding every movement tending to
the advancement of the country, issimply
preparing itself for an iguoble death.

That there is a general awakening
throughout China to-day no one can
deny. One thing, however, seemsto have
been overlooked by the majority of the
reformers, and that is, the education of
the masses to the new order of things.
That advancement has been slower than
anticipated—even resisted in some parts
of the country—can only be assigned to
the ignorance of the common people.
How can we expect them to adopt
modern ideas and to institute reforms
when they cannot intelligently accept
them? Being accustomed to an ancient
mode of existence they would naturally
resent and oppose the introduction of
anything which would radically change
it, or of which they know nothing about.
Under such circumstances we cannot

blame them for being hostile and skept-
1ical. A merchant succeeds in selling
his wares ouly after he has convinced
his customers of their value and guality.
The same rule obtains in our national
problem. The masses must, in the first
place, be taught the advantage of adopt-
ing a new form of government, and in
the second place be taught how to per-
form intelligently the duties that would
fall upon them. To give them a new
system of government without first
carrying cunt these preliminary steps
would be the height of folly. How is
this national education—the foundation
for our mew mational structure—to be
accomplished? Again we have to resort
to ‘‘ freedom of speech and the press.””
A free press, with strict execution of the
Iaws relative to its abuses, is the only
solution to this wvital question. It is
reform's strongest ally,

Good Chinese Citizenship

By T. Z. Tyar,

ITIZENSHIP is defined as ‘‘the
status in a free state of a person
possessing the elective franchise,

and permitted to take part in legislation
and judicial deliberations.”’

From this definition, we learn that
citizenship is not found in a monarchical
government, where the stupreme power
is vested in one man, but in a democracy,
in a representative government, where
the legislative and judicial powers are
vested in the people. We learn also
that citizenship is the status of a person
in a free state; that is, the condition,
attributes and qualities of a citizen of a
republic, a democratic form of govern-
ment.

Some one may remark thus: ‘' The
definition has no connection with Chin-
ese subjects. The government of China
is an absolute monarchy. An Emperor,
and not a president, 1s the head. It is
not the people who control the judicial
and legislative powers and hold their
officials responsible for their actions, but
the Son of Heaven who holds the people
responsible for implicit obedience of the
country's statutes, Then why speak of

Chinese citizenship?''  This remark is
just, is incontrovertible—it is a fact. As
a fact, its position is unassailable and
impregnable. Neither do we attempt or
purport to gainsay it. What we mean
by Chinese citizenship is not the citizen-
ship of the present Cuina, but the
citizenship of the Chinese of the future
Cliina. By asingle stroke of the vermil-
lion brush, our Rulers will raze the anti-
quated, dilapidated and tottering strong-
hold of absolutism to the ground, when
the time comes for them to grant to us
and our posterity the promised Constitu-
tion. ’The Five Commissioners, all nien
of sterling ability, intelligence and
character, -entrusted with the noble task
of studying the political institutions of
the West, and on their return, of build-
ing up the grand edifice of Repres-
entative Government, have completed
their research work. China will estab-
lish a constitutinnal form of government,
hence the application of Chinese citizen-
ship to the Chinese of the future
Constitutional China.

A magnificent structure of Representa-
tive Government, erected upon a hottom
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of rock, is the structure that shall
entitle the awakened Asiatic Dragoen to
one of of the foremost seats in the
Conneil of Nations. But it is 2 most wild
dream to expect that the fathers of
China’s Contitution can accomplish their
Herculean task in one year. *‘‘Rome
was not built in a day.”” Before we'can
enjoy the manifold benefits of a govern-
ment, democratic and representative, we
need to prepare ourselves. It is impera-
tive that we should educate ourselves in
the duties of good citizens, so that when
that glorious morn dawns on the eastern
sky, with ‘A Constitution for China’
inscribed in golden letters on the sun,
we dare to boldly step forward and
assert our citizenship.

The perpetuity of our Flowery King-
dom and the stablity of our institutions,
social and political, depend upon good
citizenship. ‘‘The prosperity of a
country,’”’ says Martin Luther, ‘‘depends
not on the abundance of its revenues,
nor on the strength of its fortifications,
nor on the beauty of its public buildings;
but it cousists in the number of its
cultivated citizens, in its men of educa-
tion, enlightenment and character; here
are to be found its true interests, its
chief strength, its real power.”” The
people are the nation and they shape its
destiny. The citizens are the pillars
upon which the national structure rests.
Its permanency or nstability, its
progress or retrogression, depends upon
the status and character of the people.
No building can stand longer than its
foundation. If citizenship ends in
degradation and debasement and de-
moralization, the national fabric must
collapse and overwhelm all by its ruin.

In order that citizenship may approve
itself as good, it must be able to meet
the exigencies and bear the responsibili-
ties of self-government. It must possess
all the elements essential to perform
successfully the greatest work in the
power of men—to govern themselves. It
must possess qualities adequate to all
emergencies of a representative govern-
ment. What are the requisite qualities ?
What are the most essential elements?
In this lHimited space we propose to give
ouly three of the cardinal ones.

In a Constitutional China where the
four classes, the literati, the husband-
menr, the artisans and the merchants,
can egually participate in the exercise of
political franchise, education aund intel-
ligence are indispensable requisites to
good citizenship. In an absolute mon-
archy, power consists of force and
authority, the favourite maxim is
*“ Might is Right;”’ in a representative
government, power is exercised by
reason and free will, the motto is
“Right is Might.”” The regeneration
of our venerated Cathay, the creation
of a new China, rest upon the intelli-
gence of our people. If our people have
not the knowledge to govern themselves,
it is better that a monarch who has some
knowledge of the operation and science
of government should govern them. We
would rather submit to the tyranny of
a wise aund intelligent despot than to the
tyranny of a wild and ignorant multi-
tude. Nothing can be more saturated
with corruption, erime and lawlessness,
and more potent to check the wheel of
progress and underniine the framework
of lberty, justice and right than a
government held in sway by ignorance,
Liberty is a sacred thing ; upon its altas
men have sacrificed their lives; under
its banner, patriots like George Wash-
ington and Abraham Lincoln staked all
they possessed. But how perilous if our
people have not sufficient knowledge to
make a right use of it! A loaded
revolver is useful in defending oneself
against nocturnal burglary ; but can we
conceive of putting it as a plaything
into the hands of a six years’ old child?
Inteliigence must be one of the testing
forces in a representative government.

The corruption in the operation of
our governnient is to a great extent due
to blindness and ignorance. The appal-
ling ignorance of our fellow-countrymen
is one of the worst factors in our coun-
try’s deplorable condition. It istrue that
schools have now become so numerous
that it looks as if a magician has caused
them to spring into existence by a wave
of his enchanted wand : it is likewise
true that shrines and temples have
everywhere been demolished to make
room for seminaries and schools. 1t
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looks fair for our ancient Empire; our
rising generations will have education
that was dented to their fathers and
forefathers; but what about the great
ignorant masses? ‘‘ China has a larger
percentage of illiteracy than any other
civilized nation. The mass, enshrouded
in an impenetrable night, are hopelessly
and helplessly groping in the dark:”

Democracy in an ignorant people is
impossible ; or, 1f possible, 1s exceeding-
1y dangerous. Continuous progress in
commerce, in industry, and in agricul-
ture come spontaneously with wide-
spread intelligence. We do not need
men with a smattering of foreign lan-
guages, men with only a veneer of
Western civilization, men wiho come
back from ‘‘over the seas’ and adver-
tise to teach English as ‘it is wrote,”
men who destroy the old without know-
ing how to construct the new, men with
mistaken mnotious of patriotism, men
who think that the best service they can
render their country is to conspire
against the existing Government and to
head a revolution. These we do not
need, we have only too many of them.
What we mneed is men of intelligence,
men of probity, men of keen apprecia-
tion of what is iuvolved in their country’s
weal or woe. We need an intelligent
public sentiment which shall be a check
upon dishonest ‘‘squeezing’ officials.
What a Constitutional China needs is
men who, saturated with a profound
knowledge of th= institutions and
civilization of China and the West, can
mould these two heterogeneous masses
into one homogeneous whole ; meun who
discerning the underlying principles of
all civilization with keen penetration,
are able and willing to lead their
country forward and upward, not with
a faltering and staggering, but wita a
sure and steady step. What a leart-
rending sight—the mighty Ship of State
now drifting upon unksnown and tract-
less seas, tossing and rolling among
tempestuous waves, with no compass
and no charts, and no steersman at the
helm to guide her course ?

We have now considered one of the
cardinal elements, naniely, intelligence ;
but lLowever essentiai intelligence and
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education are to good citizenship, they
are insufficient to preserve soctety and
perpetuate the mnations. Intelligent
legislation alone will not purify a na-
tion’s . government and its institutions.
There are just as many evils done by
ignorant as by educated people—it
sometimes  happens that deeds of
atrocity and inhumanity, which would
put even the most blood-thirsty canni-
bals to shame, were perpetrated by those
who had drunk the greatest portion from
thie Pierian springs. There are just as
many practices of dishonesty among the
rich as among the poor, among the man-
darins as amoug their yamen runners.
Bribery stalks in, and iustead of being
resisted and conquered, tempts and
vanquishes all alike. It is perhaps 1o
exaggeration to assert that wherever
there is money there is bribery seated
on his resplendent throne, resplendent
with the yellow gold and the shining
silver, For swealth and riches, the ma-
jority is willing to trawmsgre:s law and
order. The ' Almighty Dollar’’ has
become their god, and at the altar of
this god they sacrifice every thing that
is just and noble. The entire fabric of
society seems to be filled with an
unrestrained desire for wealth and for
securing it at all costs. The principle
of democracy cannot flourish where
justice and right can he bought and
sold. The privileges of self-government
cannot be valued i money, good citizen-
ship demands nobler aspirations than
the obtainment of fortune at the sacri-
fice of every conviction and principle.

A broad humanity and a stern morality
are necessary. A deep altruistic love
permeating thesocial aud political institu-
tions must elevate citizenship to a high
and noble type. A cilizen without a
high standard of morality lacks the most
important prereguisite element. No na-
tion hasever risen to permanent greatness
unless there has been an underlying de-
termination in her people to cultivate it ;
nor ltas any nation ever succumbed uuless
this element has been wanting. Greece
fell in spite of her learning and philosophy.
Rome, once the mistress of the world,
the pattern of art and science, mother of
law and jurisprudence, sank iuto ruin
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because lier institutions and government
lacked a moral foundation. The citizens
that shall uphold our nation must be
guided not only by civil law, but also by
divine law. Citizenship must be ennobled
by the principles of pure religion. A
citizen’'s conceprion of religion and his
attitude toward a Divine Being will deter-
mine his actions and deeds. His greatest
usefulness to a nation and civilization can
be attained only through a just recogui-
tion of right and wrong, of what is true
and noble,

When we pause to reflect upon the
corruption and dishonesty of our officials
and of the great mass of our people, we
catmot but weep. Iuntelligence we have ;
but alas! honesty and morality are
conspicuously absent. High mandarins
scruple not and blush not to receive
bribes, to sell justice. It is not the
welfare of the people under their Jurisdic-
tion, but the fattening of their bottomless
pockets, that they have at heart.

Some years ago some one denounced
to BaroulLinof Nanking, an under-ofiicial,
who liad embezzled 375,000 taels. 1
know it,” said the great Viceroy. **Then
why do you still retain and not dismiss
him?”' was inquired. *‘ Bring me an
honest man and Iwill,”” was the pathetic
reply of the old patriot.

Lack of morality breeds selfishness,
Selfishness prompted the wealthy classes
to tighten their grasp on their purses, and
no effort was made to disseminate know-
ledge and educate the uneducated. It
s only recently, that our millionaires
have opened their money bags to help in
establishing schiools.  Lack of morality
germinates distrust and insincerity among
ourselves. In the teaching of our peo-
ple during the past centuries, we have
placed too little emphasis on the sin of
untruthfulness.  We, as a nation, do not
hate a lie as a nation in tlic West hiates it.
Truth is one of the foundations of all
civilization. 'Take away men who would
rather die than tell a falsehood, and our
governinent and civilization rest upon a
foundation of sand.

Withont truth, we have no confidence ;
without confidence, no union ; ivithout
union, no accomplishment of a great
enterprise. It is this one esseutial that

we have unconsciously attempted toelim
inate from our civilization, and herein
lies the secret of the corruption, prevalent
among high and low, that makes us blush.
Here is what has brought upon our China
the disgrace of extraterritoriality and the
distrust both of her own people and that
of the other nations of the world.

The only true statesman ts the states-
man who has measured the subtle and
powerful forces of the heart. The ouly
true reform is the reform which attacks
sin in the human heart. The vision of
sin may well appall the bravest soul.

‘“ The earnest student of history sees
its black stream moving irresistibly down
the ages, millions and millions of men,
women and even children helplessly en-
cgulfed in its loathsome filth. Horrid idols
instead of the beautiful God ; brawling
harems insteadd of the Christian home;
woman the slave of man, instead of hiis
companion ; man, lecherous and lustfnl,
women, cowed and ill-teimpered ; the
shallow philosophy and 1cyv ethics of the
world, instead of the warm aud glowing
teaclhiiug of Heaven ; the tvranny of fear
and superstition, instead of the liberty of
the truth; the slavery and appetite of
passion, instead of the masterful spirit of
Him that overcometh; wickedness in-
trenchied in ancient times, in laws, in
languages, in the soctal systems, in re-
ligious forms, and fortified by the author-
ity and prestige of thousands of years
of history. O, horrid ocean of sin, who
shall measure thy borders? Who tell the
tale of thy relentless years? Thy eastern
wave sweeps Man’s fair garden of Eden,
and thy western shore no man knoweth,
Thebes, Ninevah, Babylon, Atliens, Rome
are but wrecked ships on thy shores.
No tine, no cliine but has reason to curse
thee. Who is able to cleanse thy foul
depths? ™

Fellow-countrymesn, shall we not view
this vision with fear? Shall we not sit in the
ashes, tear our hair and wring our hauds
in despair? Are we men, or children? If.
we are men, then let us gird on our loins
and unitedly combat our greatest internal
foe, our national uleer, which is sapping
and gnawing—and will sap and gonaw, if
we do not nip it in the bud—the founda-
tion of our national structure! Sons of
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Han, take this to heart! ‘“As we sow, so
will we reap.” Arise and put on the hel-
met of Light and Truth, and go forth to
conquer sin |

We have now arrived at two elements
which are essential to good citizenship—
intelligence and inorality.  But intel-
ligence and mworality, though they form
the very essence of civilization and the
bulwark of self-government, are inade-
quate if they are left to stand alone. An
intelligent citizenship devoted to self-
interest and self-aggrandisement would
be more harmful than an ignorant one.
A righteous citizenship, if itsinfluence
for good be not exercised, if for fear of
contamination it holds itself aloof from
institutions that are saturated with cor-
ruption and vice, would fall short of its
high and sublime mission. Unguided
and unexercised, these elements would
be insufficient ; and citizenship possessing
them might fail in its duty. We must
therefore resort to a third element to pro-
pel these, namely, patriotism.

The love of country is both inherent
and acquired. Inthe words of Sir Walter
Scott :—

¢ Breathes there the man with soul so dead,
Who never to himself hath said,
* This is my own, my native land ?*"

Patriotism, the love of country, is the
stimulus that urges the citizen on to ac-
tion and induces him to look away from
the interests of self to the welfare of the
whole nation. Love is an attribute that
manifests itself in action. It desires the
welfare of its loved object, and puts
forth energy to promote its well-being.
In like manner, true patriotism desires
the well-being of country and inspires
the citizen to put forth his entire power
and influence to advatice its interest, its
jnstitutions and its civilization,

Patriotism must raise the citizen above
self-interest and above striving after
wealtlt, lionour and power at the expense
of fellow-citizens. Patriotismimustgoforth
with a heart glowing, not with the fires
of a lordly ambition to ride to power,
over opposition and against the weal of
compatriots, but with the flame of an
hontest purpose, to be a good citizen and
an ortament to the country that gave it
birth.

Citizenship must be active. An idle
mind accomplishes nothing, and its pos-
sessor is a burden to our country rather
than a blessing. The citizen must be
industrious. In this age of individnal-
ism, when all success depends upon the
perseverance and industry of the In-
dividual, no citizen can be idle. In this
vast Empire, countless fields of activity
present themselves, in which are needed
honest and patriotic laborers. Au indus-
trious citizén will find fields enough for
his plough, mnnes enough for his ma-
chinery, material enough for his factories,
market enough for his commerce, ignor-
ance enough for his intelligence, want
and suffering enough for his charity, and
benevolence, corruption and vice enough.
for his moral influence. FEvery citizen
who realizes his duty to self and China
must be active.

There is no surer test for patriotism
than when the dark clouds of war are
enshrouding one’s conutry. When the
Corean plains resounded with the clash
of swords, thie booming of cannons, tlhe
groans of the wounded and the shrieks
of the dying, and the ground was welter-
ing with the blood of China’s defenders,
our fellow-couuntrymen ouly paused to
fisten to the news of a defeat and passed
on, busy in thetr selfish interests. The
eighteen provinces behaved, not like the
components of a united whole, but like so
many separate states. Again during the
‘““Boxer’’ vyear, when the atmosphere
of Northern China reverberated with the
excited cries of ** Boxerism,”” when the
grim and silent towers of Peking saw in
the distance the peunants of the Allied
Forces flaunting on ligh ; wheun its walls
echoed and re-echoed with the measured
tramp of their triumphal entrance—at
this momentous juncture, the people of
central and southern China heard the sad
news with only a sigh of surprise and re-
signation ! ‘The North envied the South
and the South reviled theNorth. Kach
regarded the other with mutual apathy
jealousy and suspicion,

But wihat great change lias come over
our people during this lapse of time!
What agency has dispelled the atmos-
phere of apathy, and breathed in the spirit
of patriotism into us? Wit has made
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the East join hands with the West, and
the North with the South to promote
China’s welfare, cheek by jowl? The
American boycott exemplifies only too
well our present spirit of u~ion. Weal-
thy families are selling their property
and estates and giving the proceeds as
endowment to establish schools and char-
itable institutions. FEven our officials
who are the most conservative and ego-
tistic of people, are trying to emulate
othersin magnanimity and broad-minded-
ness. We hail all these as an auspicious
augury of our future prosperity.

The intelligence and morality of the
citizen must be supplemented by pat-
riotisin.  He is an ideal citizen who pos-
sesses all these attributes and acts up to
their principles. China needs men who,
when a crisis arises and the bugle sounds,
* will throw down their tools in the work-
shop, stop their plows in the field, close
the doors of their offices and rush with
eagerness to the rescue of their country.”’
The good citizen must be filled with a
patriotism that is comprehensive enough

to embrace all districts and territories,
all classes and all nationalities; a pat-
riotism that makes its intelligence and
moral influence felt throughout the whole
land ; a patriotism that is not blind to
his country’s errors and faults, and seeks
to remedy them; a patriotism that re-
cognizes the good in others and strives
to graft it into our institutions and gov-
ernment ; a patriotisn that stands for
self-government, noble ideals and high
aspirations,

We have been endeavoring to show
that the possibility of self-government
depends upon the status of the citizens,
and upon their good citizenship. When
the citizens of our governmesnt have at-
tained to a high standard of intelligence,
wlen they have been imbued with a true
spirit of morality and patriotisin, we may
behold a democracy that shall ineet the
exizencies of the present and the possihili-
ties of the future ; we may behold a Con-
stitutional China that shall endure for all
time and gnide the Chinese race onward
and upward to its final goal and destiny.

The Young Men’s Christian Association
as an Edycational Institution

By 8. K. Tsao.

HE progress of a nation is involved
in the education of its people,
and the higher the education the

greater will be the national progress.
The word education is highly familiar
with the Chinese people, as for centuries
it has been cherished throughout the
length and breadth of our Empire
China now thirsts after modern ednca-
tion. The dawning of the new educa-
tional era upon each city, town and
village, upon the young as well as
the old, has caused extensive plans to be
made and carned out. Iducation is
now within the reach of all clasces of
men. ‘TI'he older people who had been
very conservative and suspicions, have
now shown signs of giving way to the

new and better form of education.
Educational societies and associations
which are being organized in different
provinces and districts by the gentries,
have for their main object the encourage-
ment and promotion of education. ‘T'he
wealthier classes are no longer selfish ;
they open their treasury and pour such
gifts as will make a wide spread of educa-
tion in this Fmpire o possibility. More am-
bitious young nten are 1o louger satisfied
with the few years of study in China
aud are emigrating to other couutries
where education is given a hetter and
more  careful consideration. A few
weeks ago the writer had the privilege
of introducing a wealthy young man to
the present . &, Consul General for
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Shanghai, Mr. Reodgers, and he said,
“the statistics show that the number ot
Chinese students going to the United
States this vear exceeds the number of
the preceeding five years.””  Moreover,
he assured us that it would be his
pleasure to lend every assistance to those
who are entitled to enter the United
States with the object of guining an
vducation.  Asnoug the passenygers gniny
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technical  kuowledwe, which is the
foundation of industrial prosperity. The
Chinese stidents have come to realize,
that the advancement and progress of a
nation does not merely depead upon
educational venecer bhut the earnest appli-
cation of knowledwe, The large denaund
anrong officials for men of sound educa-
tion awd ability has encouraged and
mspired nen to give the best portion of
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THL YoUsne MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSQCIATION

abroad are found, more or less, Chinese
who are cither govermment or private
students.  Upon each jetty from where
tenders leave, arc seen Chinese of all
ages and sexes to hid farewell Lo sons,
daughters, brothers, iushands and wives.
Those going abroad do not go simply for
acquiring fluency of foreign language.
or a smattering of education, but for

their lives to thie pursuing of higher
knowledee. Moreover the spirit of
national love has caused them to under-
o all the severe fests of preparation.
So much has been said of the general
tendency of the people and their rulers,
mutually enconraging and helping each
other 1 order that their comnion object
may in the end prove a blessing to all,
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Since 1900 a new movement has made
itself felt in China. The beginning
was small, but owing to the co-operation
and the confidence in our movement of
the best class of our people, we now see
many new buildings being built in the
various proviucial capitals and important
trading ports for its propagandism. Its
motto is ‘‘ Not to be ministered unto but
to minister.”’ It ministers unto all the
wants of man, the Spiritual, Intellectual
and Physical. 1t spares itself no painin
the study of the Moral, Intellectual and
Physical deficiency of our people, so
that it may help in various wuays to
cultivate good morals, broaden intellect-
ual views and strengthen the physique.
A man cannot be said to enjoy a symmet-
rical development without the training
of his threefold nature, which are inevit-
ably linked together: “‘mens sana in
corpore sano,’”’ says the Latin proverb,
which means, ‘‘sound physique makes
sound mind, aud sound wmind sound
morals,”’  This movement referred to is
the Young Men’s Christian Association

The Young Meu’s Christian Associa-
tion as an Educational Institution has
for one of its objects the encouragement
of all phases of educationa] work.

What does it do for local young men?

The source of the greatest danger in
the lives of young men is found in the
way they spend their leisure time.

Youug men are the future old men,
and the vouug men of the present are
the future men of responsibility.

Before the existence of such an asso-
ciation in Chiua and elsewhere the wel-
fare of young men was much neglected.
They were left to work out their own
destiny and shape their future as best
they could with no help or advice. As
a result, inexperienced young men were
soon made the slaves to different forms
of vice and subjected to all kinds of evil
practices. Now the Association tries to
eliminate these evils by providing a
decent and centrally located building for
the exclusive use of the young. It is
equipped with a game room where inno-
cent games are provided to while away
their time ip jnnocent recreation. The

reading room and library are means of
increasing the knowledge and informa-
tton of the young who are intellectually
inclined. Magazines and papers are put
upen file for the benefit and use of its
members, thus helping to aveoid the
temptations which are lurking in every
big city. Most of our young men are
at a loss as to how they shall spend their
evenings and the Young Men’s Christian
Association solves the problem by giving
them a fair chance to mix with good
companions and wholesome surround-
mgs.

How does it qualify young men for
better positions?

There are in China as elsewhere a
number of ambitious young men who on
account of pecuniary limitations, are
obliged to leave school and go into
business in order to gain a liveliliood.
For such, the Association provides
evening classes, makes a careful selection
of teachers and subjects of study in
order to meet the needs of those who
wish to better qualify themselves.
Various important studies are taught,
including stenography and business in-
formation. The attractive educational
features have led many to devote their
leisure hours to one or more of these
studies for their own edification. The
result has been a surprise. The persist-
ence with which each pursned his study
has brought to them triumph and success,
and, moreover, the confidence of their
employers.

Two young men began their business
career at the same time. One wlo had
availed himself of these opportunities
now enjoys a high position commanding
great respect, while the other who had
despised all these advantages is still deep
in the mire of impecuniosity and shame.
Places of help are plentiful if young men
will only go to them and get help. Men
usually discover their bent through
these educational classes.

How does it help teachers?

Educational lectures and practical
talks on Psychology and Pedagogy are
very essential to the making of a success-
ful teacher. The knowledge of the
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principles of teaching is essential to the
progress of Education in any country
and especially in China in this era of
new learning. China therefore needs
much enlightenment on this very im-
portant subject of the principle of
teaching, Hitherto the young bhave
been taught in any old fashioned way
by inexperienced and ignorant teachers,
and unless these preceptors are made to
know better their duty to their callings,
the progress of the young cannot but be
.most unsatisfactory.

The responsibility upon the present
teachers has increased ten fold since the
Imperial sanction for new learning, as
the shaping of the future young China
is upon the teachers of to-day. The
Association which is a keen organization
has taken up this important phase of
training teachers, and series of talks have
been successfully given by educational
leaders. Other useful lectures affording
sound information have been given, such
as on the different forms of government.

~ The educational department of the
‘Association is eutirely in the hands of
efficient Chinese scholars and its object
is to help young men to live a more
stccessful life by encouraging them to
help themselves; to encourage and

strengthen all kinds of educational work;
to improve industries and commerce by
increasing the skill and intelligence of
their employees; to raise the standing
of the community among which the
Association works by getting men to
join the Association.

How can the Association help those
going abroad for study ?

It would be well for young men going
abroad to register themselves with the
Y.M.C.A. nearest to their cities.

The Association is a world wide
movement and it has buildings all over
the world. Moreover it is closely allied
with the Student Volunteer movement
m all wniversities and colleges. A
letter of introduction from any Associa-
tion in China to any Association in any
part of the world will receive the most
careful attention, and all facilities will
be given to those entering schools,
colleges or universities. There they
will be among friends. What has
prompted the Association to do this is
the fact that we are all brethren belong-
ing to one great family. But above all,
the supreme mission of the V.M.C.A. is
to make men what God has desiguned
them to be.

Chi Nion-tung’s Voyage to Shanghai

By Z. U.

AM the youngest and only surviving
son among the three children of the
late Chi Tse-tao, Esq., who, being

an upright, wealthy merchant, the
proprietor of two well established firms,
one here in Vladivostock and the other
at Port Arthur-—was much respected by
both Chinese and Russian communities
in the Northh. My father was called
Mr. Chitsitoff by the Russians, and even
now, six yvears after his death, this name
is well preserved in the memory of every
body.

Kwavxk.

By the death of my father and
brothers, who, alas, were all killed while
paying our visit to Peking during the
“‘Boxer’’ trouble, under these very eyes of
mine, by the merciless guns of the allied
forces, I was left master of a vast
fortune. How I then felt only Heaven
knows, for who would have this inherit-
ance with such a loss? For no less
than three years I was in a most dejected
condition of mind ; and, when I returned
to Viadivostock directly after that
dreadful event, Mr. Wang, my father’s
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chief assistant, received me with a shriek
as if my worn-out features and pallid
countenance had taken away his breath.
He had learned the sad news already
from a telegram, and perhaps from news-
papers also; and by his closely drawn
brows, one could tell that he, too, was
much afflicted; but the kind old man tried
to force upon himself a cheerful appear-
ance, and even attempted to divert my
mind to some other object by talking to
me of something quite different to what
was then actually in his mind. He was
evidently in fear that my sorrow and
silence combined might drive me to
madness, and it is true that except on
business for a long time I never uttered
a syllable to any living soul

Every time when I tried to find some
means to cheer myself, the scene of
my father’s and brothers’ death haunted
me and made me as sad as before:
even now with my eyes closed, I can see
very vividly crowds of men, women and
children fleeing from the besieged Capital
amid the incessant rain of bullets and
shells, and one of the latter dropping not
far from me and killing in its explosion
my father and brothers with dozens of
others, while miraculously leaving my-
self without a scratch to proceed on my
way like a coward. At length I grad-
nally cante round to my more reasonable
self, for I began to see the uselessness of
all this, and being a Chinese who can
obtain neither sympathy nor redress,
I made up my mind to bear all these
grievances silently and yet cheerfully.
But not long afterwards war broke out
between our neighbours—the Japanese
and the Russtans. It did not surprise
me as every one residing in either Port
Arthur or Vladivostock could predict no
less. 'The Russians had for years been
pouring soldiers inte Manchurta, and
their object, which was to show the
world their power and importance by
making a bold attempt to crush the
puny Japs. under their thumb, was too
obvious to be mistaken.

At the arrival of the news of the
Japanese attack on the Russian warships
at Chemulpo, all foreigners, especially
we Chinese, felt their safety endangered.

Thousands of them boarded vessels
bearing neutral flags and were taken to
the nearest place of safety—Shanghai.
For my part I did not fear anything and
prefered to remain in Vladivostock.
Within two weeks from the declaration
of war, foodstuff had become very dear,
and even the Russians themselves were
heard cursing their government for thus
ostentatiously inflicting upoun them such
an unnecessary calamity. A new idea,
therefore, came to my head and so with-
out consulting anvbody around me, I
resolved to bring a couple of shiploads of
rice to this port not merely to realize an
exceptional profit but also to relieve to a
certain extent the few hundreds of our
countrymen who were either too poor to
pay the passage fee to their homes or
unable to leave their work heic.

Towards the middle of February
(1904), a Norwegian steamer the ** May-
flower”’ flying the British ensign was to
leave for Shanghai, callinug on her way
at Chefoo. This pleased me. So on the
evening before my going aboard, 1 went
to see Mr. Wang with this adventurgus
project simmering in my mind.

Mr. Wang was sitting before his stove,
pufing at his after-dinner cigar and
gazing in a melancholy way into the
blazing fire. He was surprised as I
entered without any anuouncement,

‘I am so glad to see yon, Nion-tung,"’
said he, coming to welcome me with
open arms.

“Yes, I am glad also to see you at
bome,”’ was my reply; and without a
minunte’s delay or any further conven-
tional greeting, I told him what had
brought me under his roof. As I broke
to him my plan and told him to take
charge of the business during my
absence, I noticed the chiange my words
brought about in his face. He appeared
upeasy, his brows contracted al every
word I pronounced.

I had finished speaking and was
expecting an answer, when he gave me
a warning glance but not any audible
reply. And then a long silence followed.
I knew what was going on in his bald
head—he was weighing the matter
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seriously and looking at it from all stand-
points; and for fear that I might inter-
rupt his train of thoughts, I kept my
eyes off him and left him thinking to his
heart’s content. '

There was my father’s photograph
hung on the wall opposite the stove,
mounted in a beautiful ocak fraine; slowly
I rose and went up to it, and I could not
help feeling a thrill running through
my veins when I noticed the smile on
my father’s gentle face, whicl at that
particular moment seemed to say,
‘“Have courage, my boy, in all your
doings and leave the dead alone.”

‘‘Nion-tung,”” «called Mr.
Iooking at me.

“Yes, Sir,”” and the next moment
I was sitting in a chair beside him. I
was still wondering what decision the
old man had arrived at, when he said
appealingly, ‘I am sure you don't
mean what you said.”’

““On the contrary, I mean every word
of it.”

‘“‘But what danger?*

“Danger? Why, Sir, where is there
no danger? Here living in Vladivostock,
a Russian port, where a shower of
Japanese shells is expected every hour,
nay, every minute, do you think we are
beyond danger’s reach? It is true that
a young man like myself is often apt to
overlook dangers, but it is just as true
that an experienced old gentleman is too
likely to overrate them. Mr. Wang,
you know I am prudent enough to look
after the safety and welfare of myself
and my family. And besides in a vessel
flying an English flag, what danger can
there be? If the very worst and most
impossible should happen, let Sih-ing,
your niece and protégée (my fiancée)
have a half of my whole business and
the other———."’

‘! Stop, no more of that silly prattle,”
he said sternly; and I at once began to
see my last words had offended hiim, and
ceased talking iinmediately.

Well, I cannot remember exactly what
passed between us after that except
another long silence at the end of which
by a series of faint hints,. he complied
with what I intended to do. After my

Wang,

father’s death, I used to take him not
only as manager of business but as an
elder of my family; and I began to see
what I had hitherto been unable to
explain, that is, why my father valued
and respected him so much.

After giving me a long piece of advice
or rather preaching to me a lengthy
sermon, he stood up as I did so and
bowed me out of his house without
giving me a chance to thank him. This
interview with its unexpected result
pleased me to the utmost and I walked
home that evening under the miserable
snow-laden sky as if I were rambling
between groves of blossoming peach
trees with a beautiful blue sky overhead,

The next evening when I went on
board with Abh-young, my servant, who
was to follow me the whole of the
voyage, I found Mr. Wang had already
been waiting for me on the deck with a
few friends. The steamer was more of
a cargo boat and was not intended for
carrying passengers, I don’t know how
glad I felt when Mr. Wang told me that
he had, by some special arrangements
with the captain, secured me a cabin, the
only one that could be spared, left vacant
by the unfortunate second officer who
was washed overboard during the
previous voyage,

Presently we all entered or more liter-
ally stuffed onrselves into the little room,
It was not specially neatly furnished but
very attractive and cosy. No sooner
had we seated ourselves as comfortably
as we could than a broad red face,
heavily bearded, was seen smiling at us
at the door, It was Captain Robert
Mackingson, an old friend of oturs.

“Come in, Captain,’”’ called out Mr.
Wang, standing up; and at the words
the captain entered, almost bursting the
little apartment with his colossal body
and towering hbeight. Mr. Wang was
obliged to resume his seat in the berth
with his legs well curled up, and in-
troduced each of our friends in turn to
Captain Mackingson.

‘““Al} Mr. Chi,”’ said the captain,
offering me his hairy hand, ‘‘we can
save the trouble of introduction, I am
sure. It's always well to have such a
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young fellow among the passengers; very
glad to see youn assemble here, gentle-
meun,’’ he added in a voice which might
be distinctly heard a mile off and which,
coming out so suddenly without a
second’s warning, startled nearly all of
us. ‘‘The weather is awfully cold.
And as a Scotchman I desire nothing
better than to entertain you with some-
thing Scotch.”” While the last words
were still npoun his lips, he rushed out
but reappeared in a twinkling with a
huge flask of Scotch whisky !

*“ Here you are,”” he cried out jovously
like a great baby, filling the glasses
which were brought in after him.
“I’ve never had the pleasure of crack-
ing a bottle with any of your country-
men., This is genuine Scoteh whisky
manufactured from Scotch material by
Scotch labour. My old mother sent this
to me through her brother, a skipper on
board one of those P. & O. steamers.
She knows what her son would like best
and thus came this elixir of life. Now,
yvour health,”” he added ; and lie held up
a specially big glass full to the rim aud
finished its contents in a single breatl.
Ouly one of us was accustomed to such
indulgent exercises and lie followed his
example without much difficulty, while
the rest, I myself included, deeming it
would otherwise be a serious breach of
good manners, were forced to sip our
share and force it through our throats,
disagreeable as it was.

Having emptied our glass, whicl took
us quite a loug time, the learty skippear
commenced to relate to us some of the
incidents he met at sea. Kvery word
he uttered was much emphasized and
accompanied by a series of theatrical
movements of both of hs thick arms,
thicker than any leg of mutton. In fact,
it was his gestures that attracted most
attention from his bewildered listeners.
As might be expected, at the end of
every little tale, an uproar of laughter
came uncontrollably out of every mounth.

It was already half past ten and there-
fore time for Mr. Wang and my other
friends to take their leave; Mr. Wang
rose and drew out two bundles of letters
from his pocket.

““ These,’" he said to me, ‘‘are letters
of introduction to some of your father’s
frieuds who will all be glad to welcome
you. Call on them then, at your arrival.
And those are for our bankers.”

**T can not bear the idea of allowing
you to leave me for such a purpose ; but I
have no right to interfere with your
business— you are old enough to have
your own ways. Your call had entirely
driven away from me every desire of
sleep. I sat up the whole of last night
and spent a part of it in writing these
letters. But remember, for your father's
sake, and for the sake of your {friends,
especially the one who is dear to you, be
prudent and considerate. The only man
that is able to clear off all dangers and
difficulties is one with a cool head, full
of prudence and consideration. ‘Think
thrice before carrying your idea into
execution’, as our well-known proverb
runs, and expose vourself to no unnec-
essary dangers. Bear this in mind, for
it is only natural that a young man of
your age and position is as a rule, per-
haps with no exception, rash and hot-
headed. I think I have said all I wislh,
so good-bye.”’

This was spoken in a most gentle and
paternal manner, and I could not but
Ilang down my head in perfect reverence
and shame as well. To tell the truth,
were my father then speaking to me in
person, I am sure, I could not pay him
more respect.

Haviug each in turn given me a word
or two of ‘‘good-bye,”’ all my friends
left my cabin; and I followed them with
the captain by my side holding my hand
in his. Near the head of the ladder
leading to the wharf, Mr. Wang turned
sharply to me.

‘‘Have you,” he said, ‘‘told Sih-ing
of your departure?”’

““Yes; and she is nct very sorry for
it. At first, of course, she was quite
annoyed when I told her, but now I
have managed to make her share my
views.”’

““It's funny though. I saw her walk-
ing in the direction of your house, this
evening.”’

““Is that so?”’ I asked eagerly.
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‘T am not quite sure of it. You see,
my eves are not reliable and might
deceive me. But still T don’t see why
she did not turn out here to say good-
bye to you."”

“I—I—1I am surprised, too,”” I said
hesitatingly, not knowing what I was
saying ; for all my feelings were then
agitated.

‘““There's nothing surprising in it.
She is but a girl, and I am sure by this
time she is sobbing in my wife’s chamber.
Don’t let tlis worry you, my boy; I
know how to calm her and make her
happy duriug your absence.’’

With this he descended the ladder,
while the others were waiting impatient-
ly for him on the wharf., Leaning on
the rail, I watched them walking briskly
away aud disappearing in the darkness
of the night., The news that my love
went to my house when she had already
known I was aboard, set my mind
awandering ; and, do what I would, I
could not shake from me the fear that
the girl might be doing something
mischievous. Driven by my anxiety,
I even went so far as to wish I were at
home that T might be able to go to Mr.
Wang’s, not only to catch another
glimpse of that sweet face, but to assure
myself that the girl was safe under the
protecting wings of her aunt Madame
Wang. At last involuntarily, I put one
foot on the landing and was about to
descend the ladder, when all of a sudden
at the idea that the streets were already
full of drunken and riotous soldiers, I
hesitated.

““It's too late to land, Mr. Chi,”’ said
the captain.

“Yes, I think so. I was thinking to
speak a few words more to Mr, Wang;
but of course it is too late.”’

‘“ How do you like one of our shilling
cigars? ' he asked, offering me one. ‘I
wonder why most of your people prefer
smoking stationery, I mean ciga-
rettes, to genuine tobacco.”” My heart
was too much occupied with my own
thoughts, so I did not answer him hut
took his cigar to my mouth, at the same
time thanking him for it. He motioned

me to my cabinet where we lit our cigars.
To me the cigar only seemed an irritant,
not because I was not an epicure,
but with a mind overwhelmed with
doubt and uncertainty, I could not find
any room left for enjoyments.

‘““ How do you enjoy leading a life at
sea as you do, Captain?’ I asked
drily after some moments’ stlence,

“Why, I enjoy it very much. Cer-
tainly you will be surprised if I tell you
that since the time of the Black Douglas,
all the male members of my family, I
alone excepted, have been trained and
skilled in the slaughter of their fellow
creatures. You know, my father, Colo-
nel Mackingson of Her Majesty’s
Lancers, was one of the bravest soldiers
and perhaps the most skilful man that
ever sat in a saddle. And my elder
brother, James, is now an officer in the
celebrated Scotch Highlanders.

‘“ Personally, I don’t have any objec-
tion to the army ; but, since a sailor’s
life is just as interesting as a soldier’s,
and is perfectly free from “ Kill ! kill 1’
-——-the very words have tired my ears and
made me blush with shame,—I took the
former, though against the wish of my
entire family.”’

With this introduction, he related to
me numerous anecdotes found in his
family records; some of them were ex-
ceedingly amusing. So freely and
frankly did he talk that I, too, was soon
speaking to him with equal candour. If
ever a man who had a heavy heart could
find relief in one with simplicity of
speech, and plainness and thoughtless-
ness of expression, I own, I did seem,
on that evening in the worthy captain’s
company, to forget what only a short
time ago had been a lump of lead in my
bosom.

“*Excuse me, Mr. Chi, I presume,”’
said a clear voice at the door, when I
felt my heart getting a Jittle lighter;
and the skipper was brought face to face
with a stout fellow of medium height, in
shirt sleeves, with his bright red hair
closely cropped and hands greased with
oil. A single glance sufficed me to say
with certainty that the man was an
engineer of the ship, probably just come
out of the engine room,
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‘' Well, Johnnie,”” said the captain
smilingly, slapping the engineer on the
shoulder, ‘‘let me hear the business at
once or your interruption is iuexcus-
able.”’

““ A Russian officer brings here a dozen
dock-artisans as he calls them and desires
to speak to you in person,’’

*“Curse them. I hate the Muscovites
more than I do a rough sea with a high
wind : their look alone stirs my liver,
I wonder what these devils want me for,
at so late an hour. Where are they 12"’

‘““Here in the passage, within full
hearing of your blessing, Cap.”

“Hm,” and the enraged Scotchman
stepped proudly to the threshold where
he stopped. With his horny hand over
his brow, he peered into the dark in the
direction opposite to where the engineer
had disappeared, and soon loud steps, not
unlike those of a group of horses trotting,
came disorderly approaching my cabinet,
The sound ceased. Standing on tip-toe,
I peeped over the captain’s shoulder

and noticed these devil-may-care fellows
had halted in a line, at the head of
which in the full glare of the lamp,
shining from inside of the room, stood a
gigantic Russian officer clad in a great
grey cloak elaborately trimmed with red
and gold, but wearing neither sword nor
high boots as others usually do. His
face, which was broad, weatherbeaten
and covered with a coarse beard to the
very cheeks ; his eyes, tiny things they
were, twinkling deep under the heavy
brows like balls of fire; and his long,
bony, curved nose, gave him the aspect
of a man with a will as strong as iron, a
mind as subtle as that of a fox and a
heart as cold as the climate in which he
had been born and brought up. I, there-
fore, took him to be either the command-
er-in-clhiief of the Russian forces or the
devil himself. And in fact, it was the
latter conception of him that was pre-
valent in my mind; for I shrunk in-
stinctively from his sight as he shot a
glance at me from his steel-grey eyes.

:( 7o be Continued.)

St. John’s University

By Z. Z. Kwav,

HE attainment of St. John's College
to its present position of influence
as an educational institution is not

the work of one day or of one individual.
It is the result of many patient years of
1abonr and toil, and the combined efforts
of many self-denying persons., Hence
its history is not without interest to those
who have watched its progress.

This college was established in :9%79
by the American FEpiscopal Mission.
Before it came into existence, two day-
schools called the Duane and Baird Halls
had already been established under the
mission auspices. When Bishop Scheres-
chewsky was elected to the Episcopacy,
he made as one of his conditions of
accepting the new appointment the es-
tablishment of a mission college to be
nnder his care. Permission was of course

granted him and Bishop Schereschewsky
had the satisfaction of putting his ideas
into execution.

Earnest of purpose and endowed with
farsighted wisdom, he forthwith took
steps to find a site for his institution.
He could not have chosen a better site
for his purpose in the suburbs of Shang-
hai than the one on which St. John's
College now stands. This lot of land,
composed of some 70 mows, is a penin-
sula, deeply seated in the country, and
accessible in front only by a labyrinthine
lane, and belhind by a creek. It is
situated to the west of Shanghai, about
five miles from the Bund. Its local
isofation, its remoteness from outside
communications, its freedom from the
vexatious tumult of the world, its ever
reigning tranquiliity, broken now and
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then only by birds, or by a passing
steam-lannch, all together present a
most charming landscape, and make it a
beautiful and ideal terrestrial paradise.
To these local advantages the wonderful
progress of the College is partly due.
For this lot of land a trifling sum of
$3,000 (Mex.) was paid, and towards its
procurement the Rev. ¥. K. Yen, M.A.,
who later did so much for the college,
contributed the largest share of work.
Having secured
the land, the erec-
tion of buildings
began at once, and
the Board of Mis-
sions felt so pleased
that they pledged
theniselves to a
vearly sum for the
maintenance of
the college. We
may say that St
John's College
came into existence
on that day.
Though the
buildings erected
were comparative-
ly small, yet they
could held 5o
students. Instruc-
tion was at first
given entirely in
Chinese. In 1880,
the English De-
partment was add-
ed under the charge

of Miss E. A.
Spencer. In 1882
Bishop Schere-

schewsky resigned
from his office and
the Rev. Y. K.
Yen became the
head-master of the
College. He wasas energetic asthe Bishop
and spared no pains to make the college a
success. In 1886, called away by
pastoral work to Hankow, he resigned
and was succeeded by Dr. F. L. Hawks-
Pott, the present president of the College.
With the instalment of the present pre-
sident was ushered in a new era in the
history of St. Jolin’s College.

Dr., F. L. HAwWES PoTr,
PRESIDENT OF ST. JOHN’S COLLEGE &
FELLOow OF TEE W, €. S. F.

Seeing that the buildings looked more
like hovels than schools, and that the
demand for education was daily increas-
ing, he resolved to put up more modern
buildings in addition to those already
built. IHe made an appeal to America
and as a result realized $z0,000 (Gold),
while $1,000 (Mex.) was collected in
China. The present substantial and
handsome quadrangle was in conseguence
put up. This way the first modern
building of St.
John’s College and
has a capacity for
150 students. The
cornerstone was
faid by Bishop F.
" R. Graves D.D., on
January 26th, 18g4.
It is interesting to
note that the corn-
er-stone of the new
building was the
same used in the
old building. thus
forming a conmnect-
ing link between
the past and the
presernt,

In 18g4 when the
China-Japan  war
terminated, peo;ls
in this country felt
more and more the
inadequacy of the
existing education-
al system, and the
imperative neces-
sity of education
along modern lines,
Our entries for the
entrauce examina-
tion ran up higher
and higher each
year, so that in two
years Dr. Porr
found it necessary to put up another
building in order to meet the grow-
ing demand created by the increas-
ing number of students. Accordingly
ite made another trip to America, and
after 6 months he returned, with a sub-
stantial sum of $13,000 (gold). With
an addition of another $4,000 (gold)
realized in China, the Science Hall was
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erected In 1899, thus bringing up
accommodation capacity from 150 stu-
dents to 230. In the same year the
Alumni Association was organised.

A year later the ‘‘Boxer” trouble
broke out which revealed the helpless
state of the country more clearly than
ever and demonstrated beyond all doubt
that nothing but modern education could
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memory of the Rev. Y. K. Yen, one, in
recognition of the wvaluable service
rendered by the alumni, was named the
Alumni Hall, and the third “Low
Library,”” in honor of Mr. Seth
Low, Mayor of New York, and his
brother Mr, W. A. Low, both of whom
have been generous contributors to the
college. The corner-stone was laid on

YEN

save it. Throughout the length and
breadth of the Empire loud clamours
for Western learning were heard. The
college again felt cramped for want of
room and had to be expanded. A
sum of %22,000 (gold) was accordingly
raised in America, to which was added
$14,000 (Mex.) raised in China by the
College Alumni Association. Three new
buildings were erected with the money
collected. Omne was called Yen Hall in

Hary

the 24th of October, 1903, and the
buildings were formally opened QOctober,
18th, 1904. Now the college could
accommodate over 300 students.

The College is destined to advance
and expand in tlie years to come by
leaps and hounds. In January, 1g06,
the College was incorporated under the
laws of the United States in the District
of Columbia as St. Jehn’s University,
and is now by its charter, authorized to
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confer upon its graduates the same
degrees as those conferred by the
universities of the United States.
Judging from the past, we have every
confidence in the future. The date will
not be far when the College will be a
universitv in fact as well as in name.
Since the birth of the College in 1879
to this year 1go6, hardly thirty years
have elapsed, but it has emerged from a
mere school, into a full fledged college.
This furnishes us with a splendid

example of the force of devotion to
purpose and self-denial. As thiscollege is
managed by American missionaries, it
shows the valuable services that mission-
aries are contributing to China in the
educational line. Itis the earnest hope of
the writer that the history of St. John’s
College may inspire many in this
country to like exertions, so that in no
distant future China also can boast of
institutions of learning in no way be-
hind those of other progressive nations.

Review of Books Received

E have just received the first vol-
ume of the “Illustrated Chinese
National Readers,”’ transliterated

in Mandarin with English tranpslations,
by Mr. Ma EKuin Fu. The booklet
consists of 60 pages and is profusely
illustrated. Owing to the increasing
demand for mandarin books among both
foreigners and foreign-educated Chinese,
and to the excessive price charged on
books hitherto compiled, which has
placed them almost beyound the reach of
many, this new book fills the long-felt
want of the public. The lessons are
graded, beginning from the most simple

and common characters to the more
complicated word-buildings.

The novel feature in connection with
this bock is, that the characters are so
arranged as to form complete sentences,
with an equivalent English rendering
given at the bottom of the page; while
characters having more than one ap-
plication are put near each other with
their meanings attached, showing thus
the different applications of the same.

To those who wish to take up Mand-
arin systematically, we would recom-
mend no better volune than this. The
other volumes are now in preparation.

Notes and News

FRENCH PROTECTORATE OVER
CATHOLIC MISSIONS

ALL who desire to see peace preserved
in China recognize the importance
of having the whole Catholic mis-
sionary question in China re-adjusted on
a more satisfactory basis, yet we are in-
formed by our correspondent at Peking
that the new French Minister declines to
open discussion over the question, until
the Governments of all the foreign Powers
have consented to reconsider the question
of Christian missions, Protestant as well
as Catholic. ‘The French Minister over-
looks the fact that the other Powers do
not exercise the same control over their
missionary interests as the French Gov-
ernment, and have not claimed equal

ecclesiastical-political privileges. There-
fore, the mnecessity of reconsideration
and adjustment in the case of Protestant
missions is not nearly as acute as that
of Catholic missions, and itis only the
““ mightis right’’ policy which influences
France to maintain lier untenable posi-
tion. ‘Through the widely-read Chinese
Press, our people are not ignorant of
what has happened in France, and many
of them also knmow that most of the
valuable Church property in the Settle-
ments of Shanghai, Tientsin, and other
treaty ports, has been transferred, or
sold in order to evade the operation of
the new law. All France's continued
protectorate of Catholic missionaries and
their property in China is glaringly in-
consistent with her action at home,
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What Chipa should do is to send a
communique to all the Powers and declare
her intention to revoke the Imperial De-
cree that was issued on March 15th, 1899,
which grants to the Catholic hierarchy
an official rank higher than that accorded
to French officials, the French Consul
ranking only as Taotai while the Bishop
ranks as Viceroy. This decree was an
egregious error on the part of our Govern-
ment, and those who advised its issuance
could not have been actuated by patriotic
motives, or with statesmanlike fore-
thought. Until this decree is annulled,
the strange anomaly will continue to
jeopardize French relations with China.

Nyrw CEINESE MINISTERS.

A Peking despatch states that at the
request of the Russian Minister, the
Waiwupu is about to memorialize the
Throne to appoint Ministers to Sweden
and Denmark, as China is still unrepres-
ented in these countries.

The Chinese Minister who was recently
appointed to Holland is, also, having his
official seal sent to him to enable him to
discharge his ministerial duties.

REFORMATION OF COINAGE.

According to the regulations passed by
the Council of Finance and Board of Re-
venue, besides the chief Mint, four sub-
Mints only, viz., Peiyang, Nanyang,
Kuantung and Hupeh, are to remain
working, aud all other mints are to be
closed. In the 3rd Moon, this year, the
Viceroy of Yiinnan memorialized the
Throne asking permission to start a mint
for coining copper aud silver money for
the Yiinnau-Szechuan railway., ‘The me-
morialist stated that Yunnan is situated so
far from the frontier, and so remote from
the fotrr Sub-mints authorized, and as the
British and French dollars are widely
circulated, coinage must be started in the
province, or the advantage will all be lost.
The profit thus gained will be employed
as capital of this railway. In approval
of the suggestion, the Council of Finance
and Board of Revenue have submitted a
memorial recommending that a mint be
temporarily allowed in Yunnan for a year
or two, until the output is sufficient for
the demand of the railway, or the Board
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of Revenue Bank has opened its branch
there, when it may be stopped for further
coinage. ‘The pattern and quality must
be strictly 1n accordance with what has
been approved.

Jaranese LanDp GRABBING.

In reply to a telegram from the Wai-
wupt with reference to the opening of
An Tung and Ta Tung K'ou to interna-
tional commerce, the Tartar-General Chao
Erh-sen of Fengtien states that after the
news concerning the opening of these two
ports to foreign trade was made known
to the publicin 1go35, many Japanese
merchants began secretly to purchase
land at the two places from the natives,
Nearly all the land outside the city walls
suitable for the establishment of the
foreign concesstons at An Tung and Ta
Tung K‘ouhasbeen acquired by Japanese.
Owing to the excessive prices asked by
the Japanese owners for their land, the
original arrangements, it is said, are likely
1o be upset, and the dates for the opening
of these two ports must be indefinitely
postponed unless the Japanese can be
tnduced to come to terms,

CHINESE IN AUSTRALIA,

So much has been written in the Chi-
nese picss recently anent the ill-treatment
of Chiuese in seeking entratice to the
United States, and of Chinese residents
in that country that little attention has
been paid fo the condition of the Chinese
in Australia. Yet we know that in the
latter country *‘‘White Aunstralia’’ is
the watchword among all classes, and
everything possible is being done to keep
Asiaticsfrom coming anddrive away those
who are already doing business, or work
there., Discriminating laws of a most
harsh character have been enacted agaiast
Asiatics with special reference to the
Chinese, whose industry and thriftiness
are found sointolerable to white labourers
and tradesmen. A correspondent of ours
writing from Melbourne on the condition
of Chiuese in South Australia, savs: “The
condition of Chinese here is deplorable,
All classes hold the Chinese (* Chows,’
as they call them) in contempt, and would
drive them away from the couutry, if they
could. If publicopinionis thus, one can
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easily imagine what the trend of legisla-
tion in regard to Chinese would be. I
have given up hoping for a betterment
of affairs. The lower classes will not
listen to reason. The absurd ‘ White
Australia’ policy bulks large in their
eyes. The next thing will be an agita-
tion for a White Heaven !

‘‘Japanese arethe lions nowadays even
in ‘ White Australia.” Next week a
squadion visits Melbourne, and there are
to be public banquets and fétes in their
honour. Might evidently is right.

“Theday will surely come when China
will force the world in no uncertain way
to recognize her superiority even to
Japan. She has a latent power which
wiil one day come to the birth and as-
tonish the world.”

THE FRENCH ASMINISTRATIVE
5yYsTEM.

A joint memorial was recently received
from Duke Tsai Tze and his colleagues,
Their Excellencies Shang Chi-leng and
Li Sheng-to, Imperial High Commission-
ers sent abroad for the study of modern
political and administrative systems in
foreign countries, with reference to their

investigations in France. In this memo-

rial the Duke and Their Excellencies
highly recommended the French system
of administration as being the most suited
tor adoption by the Chinese Government.
They state that aftertheirarrival in Paris
from London, they have studied every
branch of the Freuch political administra-
tton, which is somewhat different from
the systems of Great Britaiu, Germany,
and a few other European countries,

Although Frauce is a Republic, yet
the full powers of government are still
vested in the central government in the
same way as in a monarchical State, so
that most of the good laws and institu-
tions introduced by Napoleon I. are still
in force.

If one compare France with England,
he will find as one point of difference
that the power of the central government
in Paris is greater than that of London.
Thus the method of centralising the full
powers in the Paris government is very
suitable for adoption in a vast and thickly-
populated country like China.

AUni AL TErRAM PARTEM,

In view of the vast amount of adverse
comuents in which writers are so fond
of indulging when referring to the Chi-
nese studentsin Japan, it is a real pleasure
to be able to depict them inn quite another
picture, and to refute the charges which
are most frequently made against them.

From a correspondent at Tokyo, who
daily mingles with the Chinese students
and is in a position to be sure of what he
writes about, we learn that there are
twelve thousand students in Tokyo,
nearly all of whom have discarded their
queune and adopted the Western stvle of
dress. About two thousand of these are
expected to return to China during this
Summer, but this exodus will be more
than made good by the influx of new
students expected next Autumn. Asa
class, the students are steady, hard work-
ing and sanely patriotic. The leaders
among them are men to whom Chinawill
point with honour some day. It is true,
there are dissolute, obstreperous students
but such men are greatly in the minornty.
A small group of the more earnest of

- the students have joined the Chinese

Young Men’s Christian Association re-
cently established at Tokye, and several
hundreds of them have enrolled them-
selves as menbers of the evening classes
established in contiection with the said
Association,

Nearly all the students keep up sym-
pathy with their country by reading
Chinese daily papers which are sent to
them regularly from the differcat treaty
ports, and many of them are contributors
to the columns of the Chinese press in
Shanghai and elsewhere. In this way
they are constantly in touch with their
homeland, while their friends are not
left in ignorance of their opinions and
doings in Japan.

To INVESTIGATE DuTcH COMMERCIAL
AFFAIRS.

The Dutch Minister at Peking has
asked the Chinese Governments to send
mercantile representives to Holland to
study the commercial conditions of that
country with a view to promoting greater
commercial relations between the two
countries,
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CHINA'S REPRESENTATIVE AT THE

HacUvE CONFERENCE.

The Hon. John W. Foster, the
distinguished American statesman and
diplomatist, who served as Secretary of
State in 1892-3, and was at one time
adviser to the Chinese Government, has
been appointed as China’s representative
at the coming Hague Conference.

RoussraN INTRIGUE.

It is stated that the Wailwupu has
received a cipher telegram from the
Chinese Minister at St. Petersburg,
H.E. Wu Wei-tell, in which he states
that he has ascertained that the Russiau
authorities at Harbin have secretly
wired to their Government to postpone
indefinitely the withdrawal of Russian
troops. The scheme proposed is to send
emissaries among the mounted bandits
and encourage them with bribes to
continue their lawlessness and depreda-
tions, so that the Russian authorities
may have a plausible pretext for their
troops remaining in Kirin and Heilung-
kiang provinces. The report states that
the Russian Government quite approves
of the scheme.

AsorisHIinGg THE KouTovu.

It is reported that the Government
has sent orders to all the provinces that
hereafter the koutou is to be abolished
when officials are calling on one another,
and are only to greet each other with a
shake of the clasped hands asis customary
among the people at New Year. This
is the greeting now exchanged at Pe-
king, and it is to be followed throughout
the proviuces, even when subordinates
are calling on the higher officials.

A CHANCE FOR FOREIGN-EDUCATED
STUDENTS.

The Government has decided to hold
an examination of Chinese students
educated abroad with a view to their
employment in the public service.

Tar OPeENING OF TinnT,

The Imperial Resident in Tibet has
wired to Peking requesting the appoint-
ment of a Chinese Commissioner of
Customs to attend to the opening of
Tibet to foreign trade.

The Waiwnupu is now consulting with
the British Chargé d’Affaires on the
matter.

Tar GOVERNMENT ‘TRANSLATION
DEPARTMENT.

Pao Hali, a Secretary of one of the
Boards, has resigned his post as Dean of
the Shansi Universtty, and returned to
Peking to take charge of the Govern-
ment ‘Translation.

CIviL SERVICE REFORMS.

Censor Tsar Chin-tai has submitted a
memorial recommending civil service
reforms, including the free interchange
of posts, between Chinese and Manchu
officials within and without China Proper.

MiLiTARY OFFICERS FOR ILI.

‘The Tartar-General of i had decided
to organize an army for his province
along modern lines. Not wishing to
place the power of organizing the {orce
in the hands of foreigners, he has wired
to Viceroy Chang Chi-tung to select
thirty officers from his Hupeh army and
send them to Ili to act as military
organizers and instructors. Accordingly
Viceroy Chang has ordered the Com-
mander-in-Chief of Hupeh, General
Chang Pu, to select ten officers each from
the infantry, artillery and eugineering
corps of his army, and despatch them to
Tli.

JAPANESE AGGRESSION.

Not long ago, a certain firm of
Japanese merchants imported a consign-
ment of tea weighing 200,000 lbs. into
Moungolia via Tientsin. This greatly
interfered with the tea business of
Chinese merchants in Mongolia who,
accordingly, protested against the action
of the Japanese.

In view of the fact that Mongolia is
not yet declared open to foreign trade,
the act of the Japanese merchants is
inadmissible.

TELEGRAPH EXTENSION IN
KuANGTUNG.

Viceroy Tsen Chun-hsuen of Liang-
kuang has communicated with H.E.
Vang Shi-chi, Director-General of Imp.
Chinese Telegraphs, stating that, owing
to the rising commercial importance of
Yang Chiang, Chia Ving-chou, Kiang
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Mun, San Cheung and Hat An, telegraph
stations should be established in those
places without delay, in order to facilit-
ate offictal communication.

AmBITIOUS HANLINS,

A Pekiug report states that three
Hanlin compilers have apphed for per-
mission to go abroad for their education.
If their application is granted, it is
expected that others among their col-
leagues will soon follow them, as the
desire for foreign education is spreading
among the highest classes in the Capital.
A Move N TEE RiGHT DIRECTION.

H. E. Hu-fen, Director-General
of Northern Railways, proposes that
hereafter station-masters shall be ap-
pointed from among the students of the
Railway School, and not by recommenda-
tion from influential friends. The
present station-masters will be examined
in Euglish.

Tur RussiaN TrReEaTvy NEGOTIATIONS.

The Waiwupu has been telegraphical-
Iy informed by H.E. Hu Wei-teh,
Chinese Minister at St. Petershurg, that
the Russian Government is purposely
delaying the treaty negotiations so as to
give their officials a free hand in north
Manchuria, and it is feared that a
pretext will be found for stopping the
negotiations altogether.

CoMPLETION OF A BRANCH RAILWAY.

The branch line connecting Kaifengfu
in Honan with Chengchou on the Ching-
han Raitway was recently completed and
is mow running traffic regularly.

Funps FOR EDUCATIOX.

Viceroy Yuan Shih-kai has authorized
the appropriation of Tls. 20 coo out of
the funds of Chihli province for school
maintenance in the Tientsin district.

RECOMMENDATION OF FOREIGN-
EpucATED MEN.

The Peking Authcrities have received
a cablegram from Their Excellencies
Tuan Fang and Tai Hung-chi in which
they recommend for Government employ
several Chinese students who have taken
graduate courses in foreign countries,
including one Chinese ex-Consul, and
requesting for permission to take them
back to China with them.

The above request has met with the
approval of the State Council.
PupLicAaTiON OF PoLicE NEws.
By order of the Board of Constabu-
lary, the Police Headquarters of Quter
Peking will soon start publishing a daily
report of police matters in the Capital.
H.E. Cxao ErRH-SEN’S PoLICy.
Tartar-General Chao Erh-sen has
wired to the Waiwupu recommending
the adoption of a firm policy in
Manchuria. He states that since Muk-
den, Antung and Tatungkou have been
opened to foreign trade, China should
not lightly cousent to the opening of
more places in Manchuria at present.

IMPORTANCE OF ELEMENTARY
EDUCATION.
The p:ovincial Directors of Education
have been ordered by H.M. the Empress

Dowager to pay special attention to
elemeuntary education,

A DIRECTOR OF MILITARY STUDENTS.

The Lien Ping Chu has appointed Li
Hsi-Yui to be Director of the military
students now studying in Japan,

A PRACTICAL MEASURE.

The Shangpu or Board of Commerce
has started a farm in the vicinity of
Peking for the examination of students
of agriculture and has appointed Secre-
tary Chu Ving-Yuan as the Director of
the Farm.

A New COMMERCIAL BANK.

The Board of Commerce has now
submitted a proposal that a central
commercial bank shall be established for
the undertaking of agricultural, indus-
trial, railway, aud mining business, with
a capital of ten million dollars, to be
jointly subscribed by merchants and
Government officials, one third only to
be paid up at present. The Yokohama
Specie Bank is proposed to be taken as
the working example, but the regulations
have not yet been drafted.

Wang Ching-mu and Hsi Ven, secre-
taries of the Board, have been recom-
mended to be the Directors. "The Council
of Finance and Board of Reventte have
been ordered to consider the advisability
of the proposal.
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Bap FOR OPIUM-SMOKERS.

A Government order has been issuned
that all officials, whether acting or
otherwise, must give up the opium habit,
and students, who are opium-smokers,
must stop it, or they will not be given
any appointment.

A CHINESE INVENTOR.

A man named Wu is said to have
invented a smokeless powder, lighter
in colour and of greater power than
that of foreign countries, and has
submitted a sample to Viceroy Yuan
Shih-kai.

SPECIAL TELEGRAMS.

ApPOINTMENT OF PorICE OQFFICERS,

The Board of Constabulary at Peking
has decided that hereafter police officers
of the different provinces, from the gth
to the 3rd rank, shall be appointed by
their Board, so as to centralize control,

A CringsE COMMERCIAL CIAMBER,

By a memorial from the Shangpu, the
Chinese General Chiamber of Commerce,
which was recently estaklished at
Singapore, has been approved by the
Throne and duly recorded in the
Government archives,

A PROGRESSIVE VICEROY.

In addition to all the improvements,
he has introduced into the new adminis-
tration in Fengtien, Tartar-General
Chao Irh-sen has recently established
two infectious disease lrospitals at
Mukden and has engaged Japanese
doctors to take charge of the institu-
tions.

MANCHURIA NEWS.

Tartar-General Chao Erh-sen has
wired to the Peking Government, urging
them not to grant any foreign conces-
sions at Mukden, or othier places to be
opened to trade in Manchuria. His
contentjon is that while an agreement
was made to open the country to trade,
no promise was given about concessions.

Tartar-General Chao Erh-sen has
refused the demand of the Japancse
to withdraw the Chinese cavalry force
from Changtu on the ground that in the
third article of the China-Japan treaty,

it i1s provided that after the withdrawal
of the Japanese troops from a place in
Manchuria, the Chinese Government
can send troops in their place to preserve
order, and if there are bandits causing
trouble at places occupied by Japanese
troops, China may seud troops there for
their suppression.

ARNOTHER YANGTZE ADMIRAL.

The Government being of opinion
that the admiral of the lower Yangtze
canunot look after the whole river,
proposes the appointment of another
admiral to be stationed in Hupeh to
protect the upper portion of the Yangtze,

Viceroy Chang Chi-tung is being
telegraphically consulted on the matter.

CHINESE ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF,

The Throne has approved the request
of Viceroy Tsen of ILiangkuang to
appoint Jéme Tien-yu, M. I. C. E., as
Engineer-in-Chief of the Canton-Han-
kow Raiiway.

NoTE.—Mr, Jéme is a graduate of the
Sheflield Scientific Department of Vale
University, and has had over twenty
years’ practical experience in railway
work., He built part of the railway in
North-China. He is one of the returned
students of the Chinese Educational
Misstoun.

H. E. Vin CaHANG,

H. E. Yin Chang, late Chinese Minis-
ter to Germany, and a most progressive
Manchu, is to be made a member of the
Army Re-organization Council on ac-
count of the military training he had
received in Germany, previous to his
appointment as Minister.

AN ECHO FROM JAPAN.

It gives us very great pleasure to state
that the Chinese students in Tokyo,
actuated by the example set by the
students in Shanghai with regard to the
distress caused by the floods in Hunan,
Kiangsi and Kwangtung, have raised
among themselves the sum of Ven
1,838.42. The draft is accompanied by
a letter explaining how the money was
raised, and what disposal the subscribers
wish to make of it. The wish is ex-
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pressed that $Soo, or nearly half of the
whole amount be remitted to Hunan,
as the sufferings in that province are
the greatest and most widespread.

This voluntary action on the part of
our students in Japan proves conclusive-
ly that they have not estranged their
sympathy, but that they are as ready
to respond to appeals for succour to-
wards their countrymen as the most
patriotic amongst those in the home-

land.

Tee FLovr INDUSTRY IN HARBIN.

The Waiwupu is continually protest-
ing against the Russiau flour miils at
Harhin, as the Russian officials will not
allow Chinese to work flour there. The
Waiwupu has suggested co-operative
work with the Russians, but to this, the
latter will not agree.

It will thus be seen how much regard
Russian pays to the open door policy,
when she denies ¢iyca to Chinese the
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right of working flour mills. Such
arbitrariness is too preposterous for
comment.

CHINESE STUDENTS IN JAPAN

Chinese students are still going to
Japan in ever increasing numbers, at
the rate of five or six hundred a month.
The total number has already reached
over thirteen thousand. Several schools,
which have been recently started in
Tokyo, are specially for these students.

The strictest measures are now being
adopted both by the Chinese Minister at
Tokyo and the Japanese authorities to
control these young men, the Minister
bhaving given instructions to all that they
must record their home address and their
ancestry unto the third generation as
well as their Japanese address, so that
he may at any time be able to deal with
them individually if occasion arises, and
the Japanese have them closely under
police surveiliance,



