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I An Extraft of Tiwo Letters from the Mifionary
Fefuits, concerning the Difcovery of the New Phi-
lippine-Iflands, with a Map of the fame.

LETTER L

From Father Paul Clain o the Society of Jefus, to the
Reverend Father 'Thyrlis Gonzalez, General of that
Society. ‘

Mauila, June 10, 1697.

A FETER the Ship had failed, that carried the Let-
_ ters’ Iwrit to you laft Year, moft Reverend Fa-
ther ; therearrived here another, that brought me Or-
ders to accompany the Reverend Father drtonio Fuccio
of Sicily, our new Provincial of this Country. In vis
fiting with him our Religious Houfes, I travelled over
the Country of the Pintados; which are large Iflands
feparated from oneanother by Arms of the Sea, whofe
Ebbing and Flowing renders their Navigation very dif-

ficult and dangerous. ,

At the Town of Guivanms in the Ile of Sumal, the laft
and moft Southern Ifland of the Eattern Pintados, we
found twenty nine Palaos, or Inhabitants of certain new-
difcover’d Iflands. ‘I'lie Eafterly Winds, that blow on
thefe Seas from Decembér to Mzy, had driven them three
hundred Leagues from their own Iflands, to this Town
of the Ifle of S4mal, where they arrivedin two {mall Vef-
{els, called Paraos : Of which we received this follow-
ing Account,
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They imbarked, to the number of thirty Tive Perfons,
to pafs over to one of the Neighbouring 1flands; when
there arofe a very firong Wind, that forced them out
into the Main Sea, fo that they could not gain the
Hland they defign’d for, nor any of the Neighbouring
ones. After having made feveral Attempts to get a-
fhore on fome Tfland within their knowledge, but in
vain, they were driven before the Wind for feventy days
together, without being able to make any Land)f At
laft, out of ali hopes of returning to their own Country,
and half dead for want of . Water and Provifions, they
refolved togive themfelves up to the mercy of the Winds,
and Land at the firft Ifland Wefterly that they fhould
come to. They had no fooner taken this Refolution,
but they found themfclves in fight of the Town of Gui-
wam in the Ile of Samal. A Guivamois that was.then on
fhoar, perceiving them, and judging by the Make and
Smalinefs of their Vellels, thatthey were Strangers, and
out of their way, took a piece of Cloath, and made
them a Signal of entering the Road he direQed, to a-
void the Shoals and Banks of Saad, they would other=
wife runupon. Thefe poor People were {o frighted at
the fight of this Stranger, that they began: to- put out a-
gain toSca ; but notwitliftanding all their Endeavours,
the Wind forced them back a fecond time towards the
Shoar. When they were near, the Guivamois again
made the Signal as before ; but {eeing they did. not mind
it, but would unaveidably be loft, he threw himfelf'in-
to the Sea, -and fwam to one of their little Veflels, on pur-
pofe, to bring them fafein to fhoar. He was no fooner
got to-them, but the Women with their Childrenat their
Backs, and‘all that were in the Veflel; threw themfelves
over-board and {wam tothe other: He; feeing himfelf
alone in the Veflel, refolved tofollow them, and getting
aboard the {econd, {hew’d them how to avoid the fhoals,
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and brought them fafe to Land. In themean time they
ftopd immoveable, and refign’d themfelves up intirely
tothe Condu&t of this Stranger, as {o many Prifoners.

They landed on St. Innocentss Day, the 28th of De-
cember 1696, The Inhabitants of Guivam, running to
the Shoar, received them very kindly, and brought them
Wine and other Refrefhments. They eat Coco’s very
freely; which are the Fruit of the Palm-Trees of this
Country : The Pulp of them is fomewhat like that of
Chefnuts, except that it is more oily, and furnifhes
them with a fort of fweet Water, very pleafant to drink.
‘They gave them Rice boyled in Water, which is eat
here and all. over Afia, as” Bread is in Ewrope. They
looked on it with Surprize ; and taking fome¢ Grains of
it, threw it on the Ground, imagining it toc be Worms.
They rejoyce if one brings them great Roots, call’d
Palavan, which they eat greedily.

In the mean time they brought to them two Women,
that had formerly been driven on fhoar on the Coait of
Guivam ; who knowing a little the Language of this
Country, it was by their means they learnt what I thall
hereafter relate. One of thefe Women found among
thofe Strangers, one of her Relations, who as foon as
they knew one another, fcll a weeping. The Father,
who has on him the Care of this Town, having. heard
of the Arrival of thefe People, fent for them to Guivine.
As foon as they faw him, and what Refpelt was paid
him, imagining that he was the King P the Country,
and that their Ljves were in his Hands, they threw
themfelves on the Ground, to ask his Parden, and beg
their Lives. The Father moved with pity to fee them
{o difconfolate, did all he could to comfort them ; he
carefled their Children, three of which #till fuck’d, and
five others were fomewhat -older; and promifed their
Parents to give themall the afliftance in his Power.
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The Inhabitants of Guivam: ftrove  one with another,
who fhould entertain thefe. Strangers at their- Hou-
fes, and furniflrthem with Provifions and Cloaths, and
whatfoever elfe thould be neceflary ; which the Father
granted:them, on condition they did not feparate thole
that were Married, or take lefs than two of them toge-
ther, for fear any fhould die of Grief if left alone. ©Of
thifty five Perfons that imbarked, there remained but
thirty; -five dying thre” want of Provifions and other
Hardfhips in 1o long- a Voyage; and fome time after
their Arrival here, died. another.

‘They relaté that their Country confifis of two and
thirdy Tflands; which cannot be far diftant from the
Marianas, as may be judged by the make and {mallnefs
of their Veflels, and Form of their Sails, which arevery-
like thofe of the: Marianois. It is likely thefe Iflands may
be eleven or twelve Degrees of Northern: Latitude, more
Southern than the Marsanas, and under the fame Degree
of Longitude as-Guivam ; for failing directly from Eaft
to Weft, they came afhore at this Town. Itisalfo pro-
bable, that it was one of thefe Iflands that was difco-
ver’d fome Years ago-at a diftance; whena Ship belong-
ing to the Philippines, leaving the common Road, which
is:from Eaft to Weft under the third Degree of Longi-
tude, and ruming -further to the South Eaft, firft per-
ceived it. Some called this Iland Carolina, from Charles I1.
King of Spaén ; and others the Ifland of-St. Barnaby, be-
czufe difcovered ‘on the Day that the Church celebrates
the Feaftof that Apoftle: It was again‘feen laft Year,
by another: Veflel that a Storm had:driven- out -of its
Rioad, in going from-hence to the Marianas. “The Go-
vernor of the Philippines has often‘given Orders to a
Veffel, that goes almoft yearly to the Marianas, to look
for-this and other-Iflands thatthey {fufpefted -to-be here-
abouts ; but thefe-Orders were inefiectual, God. pre-
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ferving to this timé the Difcovery of them, and (as w?
hope alfo) the intire Converfion of thefe People.

Thefe Strangers addy that of thefe two and thirty
I{lands, therearethree of ‘em that are-uninhabited, un-
lefs it be with 'Wild Fowls ; but the others are very well
Peopled. If one asksthem the Number of Inhabitants,
they pointte a heap of Sand, tofhew that their Number
is infinite. 'The Names:of thefe Iflands are: Pais, Lamu-
lulutup,Saraon,Yaropic; Valayey, Satavan, Cutic, Tfalcu, Pi-
raulop, Ttaiy Pic, Piga, Lamurrec, Puc, Falait, Caravas
ruvong, Ylatu, Lamulinr, Tavas,.Seypen, Tacanlap, Rapi-
yang, Tavon, Mutacufan, Piyls, Olaran, Palu,. Cuacumyat,
Piyalacunung. Thethree that have nothing on them but-
Wild Fowls, are Piculat, Hulatan, Tagian.. Lamarrec is
the moft confiderable of all.thefe Iflands : It is theve that
the King of the Country kecps his Court; the Gover-
nors of all the other Iflands are fubjett to him. - Among
thefe Strangers there is one of thefe Governors, and his
Wife, who is the King’s Daughter. Tho? they go half
naked, yet their Carriage, and a peculiar Air of Greai-
nefs, {ufficiently diftinguifhes them from thereft. The
Husband has his Body painted all over with certain Lines,
in fuch manner that they.form feverak Figures - ‘The reft
of the Men are alfo painted-inlike:manner, more or fefs.
"The Women and Children are not painted at all. There
are nineteen Men of themy and tes Womien, of different
Ages. The Make and Colour of their Face is much like
that of the Philippineis. 'T'he Men have no other Cloaths,
than a fort of Safh; feveral times wrapt about their Bo-
dy, that.covers their Reéins and Thighs. They wear
upon“their Shoulders above an Eil and half of cour{e Li-
nen Cloath, like a Cowl; tied before; . and hanging loofe
behind. Both Men and W.omen are drefled much alike,
except that the Women have a piece of Cloath fomewhat
longer, that hangs; from -their. Wafte dowa te-their

Theiz




( 194)

Their Language is different from that of the Pssp-
pines and Marzanas: 'Their Manner of pronouncing ‘it
comes neareft that. of the Arabs, as fome who underftand
that Language have obferved. "The Woman, that feems
the moft confiderable amonﬁ.jﬂ them, has feveral Rings
and Necklaces of Tortoife-fhell, (call’d here Carey) and
others .made of :a.Subftance yet unknown to us, much
refembling Ambergrife, but nottranfparent.

The Manner of their living at Sea, which- was for
feventy days together, continually driven by the Wind,
was thus ;- They caft-out.a forc of Net, madeof a great
number of little Twigs of Trees tied together, having a
large. Mouth for. the Fifh to-enter in at, and -ending ira
Pouint to prevent sheir getting out'again. The Fifli they
took after this.manner, was-all th¢ Nourifhment they
had, and’ Rain-water faved in Coco-fhells, which-is the
Fruit of the Palm-tree (as obferved before) of the Fi-
gure and- Size of 2 Human Scull.

They have no Cows in their Iflands : “As foon as they
faw them, they ran away, asthey did likewife at the
Barking ofa Dog, in. one of the Miffionaries Houfes.
Neither have they Cats, Stags, Hocfes, or in general
any Quadruped. Nor any Eowls but Sea-Fowls; ex-
cepting Hens, which they breed up, butnever. eat their
EBogs.

oNotwithﬁanidi‘ng this their want.of every thing, they
are.very merry and -contentéd with their - Condition.
Their Songs and Darices are exaét and regular : “When
they Sing, 1t is.altogether, everyone obferving the fame
Humour .and Geftures, which makes it very agree-
able.

They are furprized at the Government, Politenefs,
and Manners of the Europeans, of whom they had not
theleaft knowledge. They admire rot only the Solem-
nities and Ceremonies of the-Church in celebrating Di.
vine Service ; but alfo the Mufick, Inftruments, Dances
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of -the Spaniards, and their Arms; but Gunpowder 1s
what-zdifes in them the greateft Admiration. They
wonder at the Whitenefs of the E{lropmﬂf, 1 rcfpe@c of
whom they are perfeltly Taway, as well as the Inha-
bitants of this Country.

It docs not yet appear, that they. have either any
Xnowledge of a Deity, -or that they worfhip Idels.
Their Lie is perfeltly Savage, taking care of nothing
but Eating and Drinking, i which they obferve no fet
time, but eat and drink at any time time or place, when
hungry or thirfty, or they can find any thing to {atisty
themfelves; yet they eat but little at a time,. and ne-
ver. enough to fuflice for a whole day. They fhew «
great Reipet and Deference for their King, and Gove:-
nors of their Towns, and obey them very precifely.

Their Civility and Refpedt confifts in taking hold of
the Hand or Foot of the Perfon they honour, and rub-
bing gently his Face. They have among their Uteniils
fome Saws, not made of Iron, butof a large Shell, cai-
led here Taclobo, rubbed and fharpen’d upon a certain
kind of Stone. They were furprized at a Merchant
Ship that wasbuilding at Guivam, to {ee the number of
Carpenters Tools that were ufed about it: They view-
ed them all, oneafter another, witha great dealof ad-
miration. They have no Metals in their Country. The
Pather Miflionary made each of them a Prefent of a
large Piece of Iron, which they received with as much
Joy, as ifit had been {o much Gold ; andare {o afraid
it {hould be ftole from them, that they lay it under their
Heads when they go tofleep. They have no other Arms
but Lances or Darts, made of Human Bones very wel
fharpen’d and fix'd on. They are very peaceful of them-
felves; butifany Quarrel happens among them, it is de-
cided with fome Blows on the Head with the Fift, which
yet very rarely happens; for when they would cometo
a clofe Fight,they {eparate them,and they are {oon recon-
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ciled again. They are not dull and heavy, but on the
eontrary, have a great deal of Livelinefs and Courage.
'T'hey are not {o lufty as the Inhabitants of the Marianas,
but neverthelefs are well proportioned, and -of a Shape
much like thofe of the Philippines. Both Men and Wo-
men let their Hair grow long, and hang loofe on their
Shoulders.

When they underftoed they were to be condutted-to
the Prefence of the Father Miflionary, they painted
their Bodies all over with a Yellow Colour, which is
look’d-upon by them as a great Beauty. They are fo
well fatisfied with finding here plenty of of every thing
that is neceffaryfor Life,that they offer’d to return home,
and bring with them their Countrymen to enterinto a
Commerce with thefe Iflands : Which defign our Go-
vernor liked very ‘well, in hopes thereby to gain this
Country to the King of ‘Spaiz. - The Oldeft of thefe
Strangers was once before caft on the ‘Coaft of Caragan,
in one of our Iflands 3 but finding there none but Infi-
dels, thatlived in the Mountains and Defarts, he return-
ed home again, without knowing any thing of the Plen-
ty ard Riches of thefe Iflands. They are very expertat
Diving 5 -and they fay, they lately, in Fifhing, took two
large Pearls in their Shells, but threw them inito the Sca
again, pot knowing the Value of them.

LETTER IL
From Father T.e Gobien, so. the Fefuites of France.

Reverend Fathers, ,
Here fend you, as T promifed, a Map of the new
Philippines ; which is one of the moft Extraordinary
Inifcoverres that has beenmade n thefe laft Ages. Itis
ifrange that thefe Iflands, being fituatcbetween t%}e 31{0-»
weio’s,
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luceo’s, the old Philippines, and the Marianas, which
have been known near thefe two hundred Years, fhould
remain undifcover’d ’tili now.. They are eighty feven
in number, “and make- one of the fineft Arehipelage’s in
the Eaft; being inclofed on the North and South be-
tween the Line and the Tropick of Cancer, and on the
Eaft and Weft between the Marianas and Philippines.

I fhall not detain you here, in relating the Largenefs
of thefe New Hlands, their Diftances one. from anothesr,
or their Order and Situation ; all which may be eafily
feen in the Map.

It has elfewhere been fhown how this New Country
came firft to be difcoverd, [viz. inthe former Letter;
fo that I'fhall only relate here, what ougkht to be re@ified
therein, according to our laft Advices received from
thence. ,

The Map I here fend you, was not made by Exrope-
ans, for none have yet been upon thefe Iflands, but by
the Iflanders themfielves, after this manner. Some of
the moft skilful of ’em ranged upon a Table as many lit-
tle Stones as there are Iflands belonging to their Coun-
try ; and marked out, as well as they could, the Name
of each, its Extent and Diftance from the others: And
this is-the Map, thus traced out by the Indians, thatis
here ingraved. Not that I can warrant the exanefs
of it , not doubting, but that when our Miffionaries
{hall have travell’d over thefe Iflands, and got a more
perfe& Knowledge of them, there will be found a great
many things in it that will need Corretion.

The Natives of thefe Iflands never offer any Violence
to onec another: Murder and Homicide are unknownto
them; and they have a Proverb among them, That
one Man never kills another. 1Itis probable -thefe Iflands
may aboundin Gold, Amber and Drugs; ‘being fituate
aearly under the fame Degree of Longitude as the Mo-
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fucers, from whence we have Nutmegs, and otlier vas
fuable Spices.

Tho’ thefe People fecem barbarous to us, yct they
have among themfelves a fort of Politenefs and regular
Government. Every Iiland obeys its Chief, who him-
felf is fubjeét to the King of the Counery. This Prince
fhiclds his Court inthe Hland of Falu, called likewife La-
mauivec ; which multiplicity of Names feems to be the
reafon why we cannot find:inthis Map {carce any of the
Names mentioned in Father Clain’s Letter ; or perhans
becaufe at firft from the Natives pronunciation of the
Names of their Iflands, they were written by the Spa-
aiards after a different manner from what they are at

refent.

Tho” thefe Iflands were never heard of in Exrope, ’till
within thefe five or fix Years, yet ’tis a long time fince,
trom the High Mountains of Sama/ they have difcover’d
thick Smoaks on that Coaft; which commonly happens
in Summer time, when thefe Iilanders fet fire to their
‘Woods and Forefis to clear up the Ground. Thefe
Smoaks, which the Fiihermen of Adindanao and other
Iflands, have alfo obferved when far out at Sea, have
made them conjefiure, that there was Land Baft of the
Philippines ; but they never had any certain kaowledge
of it, till fome time bejore the abovementioned Arrival
of thefe Iflanders at Samal: Which happened thus.

The King’s Brotlier of thefe new Philippines, in a Sea
Voyage, was driven on the Coalt of Caragen, in the
great Iland of iindanao, 'The Spanifh Fathers, who
have a very fine Miffion there, received this Prince with
a great deal of Honour and Friendfhip, and inftruéted
him in the Chriftian Religion s which he was {o well
pleas:d with, that he never thought of returning again
to hisown Country. In the mean time the King, cife
fatisty’d at the Lofs of Lis Brother, ficted our.a Flees of
an hundred fmall Veliels, which he fant 0 every Ifland
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under his Dominion, to fee if they could learn any News
of him. One of thefe little Veflels was forced by a
Storm on the Coaft of Caragan, at the fame place as the
King’s Brother “was before. W here landing, they im-
mediately knew him, and with Tears told him the oc-
cafion of their Journey, the Difcontent of the King his
Brother, and defired him to return back with them.
"The Prince thanked them for the trouble they had been
at, and defired them to fatisfy the King, that he was
well and contented, but could not, byany means, be
perfwaded to recurn home again.

Explanation of the Map.

The Figure in the midft of every Ifland, fbows how many
days [ail 1t 15 in Circumference.

The Figure between each Iflandy [bews how many days.are
required to pafs from oneto the other.

As for Inflance. The Figure 30, in the Ifle of Panlog,
fbews that it is 30 daysin Circumference 5 anda the Figare 3,
betwaen the Cape of Guivam awd the Ifle of Panlog, fbews,
that it is three days paffage to it.

The Yndians, who were the ocoafion of thofe 1flands being
difcovered, imbarked in the ;,szd Amorlot, marked in the
Map by the Letter C, with a defign to pafs to the Iflé of
Paiz, marked.by she Letter B ; bar were driven by a Storm
out to Sea, and after 70 days Sail, cast on the Cape of Gui-
vam iz the Ifland of Samal, called by the Spaniards,
A e L e of thefe Iands, named Panl

A, the laxgef of thefe Iflands, namea Panlog.

D, +be Il of Falu, or Lamuirec, where ?g/;e King holds
bl& Courts ’
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