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INTRODUCTION

This Implementation Plan for Vanderbilt Mansion is comprehensive of the entire house and
contains furnishing plans for the public, private, and service spaces on all four floors. The plan
is the culmination of the research and documentation presented in the Historic Data volumes
of the Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site Historic Furnishings Report.

PERIODS OF INTERPRETATION

The following periods represent the significant phases of occupation for the Vanderbilt
Mansion as identified through the research and documentation prepared for the Historic
Furnishings Report. The periods of interpretation were presented to the Park in November
2014 during the Implementation Plan kick-off meeting. Upon review and discussion, the Park
determined to adopt a combination of Period 2 (1906-1926) and Period 3 (1926-1938) for a
majority of the public and private spaces, as well as include Period 5 (1940-1945) for selected
areas.

Period 1

1899 —1906. The earliest period begins with the completion of construction and the initial
occupation of the house by Frederick and Louise Vanderbilt and their servants, until the first
significant interior alterations were implemented in 1906. This period represents the Mansion
as designed by McKim, Mead & White, Georges Glaenzer, and Ogden Codman with its
original configuration and furnishings.

Period 2

1906 —1926. This period represents the majority of Frederick and Louise Vanderbilts’
occupancy and the height of the Mansion as a Gilded Age residence. The period begins in
1906 with the completion of interior alterations to the Entrance Hall, Living Room, and
second floor Hall, designed by Whitney Warren, which significantly changed the character
of these spaces. Other alterations included renovations to the Den and Office/Lobby and the
purchase of more formal furnishings for some of the public spaces. Throughout this period
the Vanderbilts continued to introduce new objects as well as bring in furnishings from their
other properties.

Period 3

1926 —1938. This period begins with the death of Louise Vanderbilt in 1926. After the loss of
his wife, Frederick Vanderbilt adopted a quieter lifestyle. There was a decrease in Mansion
activity, which correlated to fewer necessary servants. During this period, Frederick and
possibly Daisy Van Alen introduced important objects from the houses at 1025 Fifth Avenue
and Sonogee in Bar Harbor which was sold in 1927. In 1935, renovations were made to some of
the guest rooms.
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Period 4

1938 - 1940. Following Frederick Vanderbilt’s death in 1938, Daisy Van Alen inherited the
property. Mrs. Van Alen did not initiate physical changes to the Mansion but she did rearrange
objects and remove selected pieces and in some areas introduce objects from 1025 Fifth
Avenue and her own home, Wakefield, in Newport. Inventories of each room were prepared
in 1938 and 1940 and the first photographs of the interior were produced.

Period 5

1940 —1945. This period represents significant changes to the ownership and operation of the
Mansion. In 1940, the estate was transferred to the United States government and designated
a national historic site. The Mansion was operated by the National Park Service and opened
for public tours. This period also included the temporary use of selected rooms by President
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s staff and secret service, starting in 1943. During this period, some
furnishings were relocated and placed in storage. Alterations were made to bathrooms in the
basement and third floor for the use of President Roosevelt’s staff.

Period 6

1945 — Present. This is the period of operation of the Mansion as a historic house museum by
the National Park Service.

JUSTIFICATION FOR PERIOD OF INTERPRETATION

A traditional approach to designating a period of significance to a historic property would
typically select the earliest period, reflecting the original design intent and appearance.
However, that approach would not be feasible for the Vanderbilt Mansion because significant
and irreversible changes were made in Period 2 (1906-1926). Additionally, important objects
were introduced into the house in Period 3 (1926-1938) following the death of Louise
Vanderbilt. The inventories and photographs produced in Period 4 (1938-1940) provide the
best evidence for the appearance of the house during the Vanderbilts’ occupancy. A selective
interpretation of Period 5 (1940-1945) is also recommended to allow the park to tell the story
of Hyde Park’s role during World War II and association with President Franklin D. Roosevelt.
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INTERPRETIVE OPPORTUNITIES

The following suggestions for interpretive opportunities are based on the observations of the
project team, research uncovered in this report, and conversations with the curatorial and
interpretive park staff.

THE VANDERBILTS’ ROLE IN FURNISHING HYDE PARK

Frederick and Louise Vanderbilt were wholeheartedly involved in the furnishing of their
houses. Frederick Vanderbilt’s correspondence with Ogden Codman during the remodeling
and furnishing of 1025 Fifth Avenue reveals the couple’s collaboration with their architect to
decorate their New York townhouse. The letters express their opinions regarding the floor
plan, furnishings, color choices, and even the mechanical systems.

The Vanderbilts also worked with antique/art dealers, both in New York and in Europe. The
Duveen Brothers correspondence is particularly revealing of the relationship the couple had
with one such dealer. '

The objects that the Vanderbilts brought to Hyde Park from their other houses suggest that
the couple held sentimental attachments to particular pieces. Mr. Vanderbilt’s spaces, in
particular, contain a number of these objects, including items from his father’s New York City
house at 459 Fifth Avenue, and the oil portrait of a cavalier (VAMA 516) that he brought from
Sonogee after Mrs. Vanderbilt’s death.

THE QUALITY AND PURPOSE OF REPRODUCTION FURNITURE IN THE MANSION

Antique furnishings of the proper scale for a Gilded Age country estate—let alone large,
matching suites of furniture—were difficult to find. The sumptuous rooms required furniture
with a royal or aristocratic provenance, of a scale fit for palaces, but such pieces were already
in museum collections such as the Louvre in Paris or the Wallace Collection in London.
Craftsmen such as Jules Allard et Fils and Paul Sormani filled that gap, providing beautifully
crafted copies of museum pieces. The Hyde Park collection includes many examples of such
fine reproductions.

The antique furnishings that were available were in large part purchased by collectors. The
Vanderbilts did not participate in the wave of competitive collecting among Gilded Age
millionaires, but purchased a few remarkable antiques, such as the cassones, the orreries, and
the tapestries, as accent pieces.

1. Duveen Brothers Records, 1876-1981: Series II - Papers and Correspondence 1901-1981; Box 522, Reel 377,
Thomas J. Watson Library, Metropolitan Museum of Art.
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MCKIM, MEAD & WHITE

Hyde Park is one of McKim, Mead & White’s “most ingenious, compact, richly appointed,
and distinguished houses.”? Of the four McKim, Mead & White homes that are now house
museums exhibited with their original furnishings, Hyde Park and its neighbor Staatsburg

are the only examples of the later, classical work by one of the premier architectural firms

of the Gilded Age.* Stanford White took the lead at Staatsburg, but all three partners were
involved with Hyde Park: McKim led the design and suggested furnishings; Mead filled

in while McKim recuperated from surgery, taking care of the issues that arose when the
Langdon mansion was deemed unstable; and Stanford White assembled many of the original
furnishings. Hyde Park is a premier intact example of the three architects working together to
create a cohesive, polished whole.

THE MEDICI INSPIRATION; REFERENCES TO ITALIAN MERCHANT PRINCES AND THE
VANDERBILT FAMILY IDENTITY

Alva Vanderbilt saw the Vanderbilt wealth as the nineteenth-century version of the Medici
dynasty,* and Desmond and Croly identified the Gilded Age dynasties as new merchant
princes who could influence taste and encourage knowledge and culture.” At Hyde Park, this
association is reflected in the Medici coat-of-arms that feature prominently in the tapestry
above the Hall fireplace and in the tapestries on the east and west walls of the Living Room.
This influence is also seen in the many examples of large scale Renaissance-style chairs used
in the mansion.

IMPORTANT NINETEENTH-CENTURY DECORATIVE ARTS

The success of the recent exhibition of bronzes at the Pavilion at Hyde Park demonstrates that
there is an audience for special displays of decorative arts. This type of exhibition also allows
visitors to view, close up, pieces that might otherwise be difficult to see, only be viewed from a
distance, or kept in storage. The quality and variety of objects in the Vanderbilt collection lend
themselves to these special exhibits, which could include the clocks (including the Sormani

2. Mark Alan Hewitt, The Architect & the American Country House (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1990), 130.

3. Frank Futral, “Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site Scope of Collection Statement,” National Park
Service, Hyde Park, New York, 2011.

4. For Alva’s journals, see Archives of the William R. Perkins Library, Duke University, North Carolina,
unpublished Memoirs of Alva Vanderbilt Belmont in the Mathilda Young Papers, as cited in Charles J. Burns,
“From Medici to Bourbon: The Formulation of Taste and the Evolution of a Vanderbilt Style,” presented at the
University of London’s Courtauld Institute of Art in 2007.

5. Harry W. Desmond and Herbert D. Croly, Stately Homes in America (New York: D. Appleton and Company,
1903), 22, 251.
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clock in the Reception Room rarely seen by the public); the superb French reproduction
furnishings; and the Vanderbilts’ Herter Brothers pieces from New York.

THE OTHER HISTORIC INHABITANTS OF THE MANSION

Who did the Vanderbilts hire? What were the roles of the mansion employees? The research
conducted for the Historic Furnishings Report uncovered some of this information: which
servants stayed with the Vanderbilts for years, versus those that were more seasonal; where the
employees originated from (typically Northern Europe); and their responsibilities. Half of the
rooms at Hyde Park were occupied or used by the servants. The story of these employees is
typical of the Gilded Age estates in America.

THE VANDERBILT MANSION DURING WORLD WAR I

During the war, the staff at the newly-formed park opened the house not only to visitors,

but to President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s personal staff and security detail. Part of the estate
was turned over to the Civilian Conservation Corps, and a restaurant was operated out of

the Pavilion. In the house, the staff managed laundry, billing, and maintenance for as many

as thirty to forty men and women staying on the third floor (and maybe the basement).
Utilitarian metal items from the mansion were donated to at least one local scrap drive. Under
an emergency order from the federal government, new shower stalls replaced many of the
bathtubs, and new electrical, heating, and plumbing systems were installed in the mansion. A
directive from President Roosevelt himself protected the first and second floors from these
modifications.
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FRAMEWORKAND PHILOSOPHY FOR TREATMENT

FRAMEWORK FOR TREATMENT

The park is fortunate to have approximately 9o% of the Vanderbilts’ furnishings for the
mansion’s private and public rooms, allowing these spaces to be displayed as a preserved
continuum dating from 1906 to 1938 (Periods 2 and 3). Enough important furnishings were
introduced after Mrs. Vanderbilt’s 1926 death to dissuade the park from fully restoring the
mansion to its heyday. There are some notable gaps in the collection, however, including
small personal objects and the family silver that figured prominently in the Dining Room and
was displayed individually in other public and private rooms.

The park retains fewer objects from the service spaces—limited personal items, some textiles,
an iron bed frame, much of the oak furniture, and some plumbing fixtures—so that exhibits
in these spaces will not share the same historical integrity as the preserved family and public
spaces. Instead, depending on available extant objects, these rooms will be either restored or
reconstructed interiors reflecting the 1906-1938 periods.

The park decided to restore the housekeeper’s suite on the third floor to the World War II era
(Period 5) to interpret the mansion’s role supporting President Roosevelt at that time.

PHILOSOPHY FOR TREATMENT

Due to the high degree of integrity of the furnishings in the private and public spaces, park
staff strictly limit the acquisition of replacement objects. The 2010 General Management
Plan and 2011 Scope of Collections Statement state that the park can replace missing or worn
objects necessary to “complete the historic scene” but only after careful consideration.

The Implementation Plan recommends replacing missing or worn objects only if they will
increase visitor understanding and/or bolster key interpretive points, or if they are necessary
to create an accurate presentation of the mansion interiors. Some acquisitions in this category
include the World War II-era furnishings such as the switchboard, cots, and typewriter.

METHODS FOR TREATMENT

The new acquisitions recommended in the Implementation Plan fall into four categories:
substitutes from the collection for missing pieces, accurate reproductions based on existing
examples; faux replicas of pieces missing from the collection; and non-site-associated
period objects. Priority is given to displaying or using collection objects to create accurate
reproductions or replicas over acquiring non-site-associated objects.
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1. Substitute Furnishings from the Collection.

Instead of acquiring period replacements, items from the collection can be exhibited in the
place of some of the missing objects. In 1938, Mr. Vanderbilt kept approximately 300 novels,
mostly mysteries and westerns, in his bedroom. While it would be difficult to acquire and
maintain that number of comparable books, a small selection of similar books exhibited in the
room will facilitate the interpretation of Mr. Vanderbilt’s use of the room. These books can be
drawn from the collection of books from his yacht and displayed on the ebonized bookcases
that were in the Pavilion in 1938.

This approach can also be used for missing prints. There are works of art in the collection, not
on exhibit, which could take the place of the missing prints in various rooms.

2. Accurate Reproductions.

Because the collection is so complete, accurate reproductions are typically only necessary

for worn textiles that are too fragile to continue to be exhibited. One room, Mr. Vanderbilt’s
Office, still retains its original curtain panels. Since the 1980s, the park has systematically
replaced textiles in other rooms with reproductions, some more accurate than others, based
on original documents. The window treatments in the Hall, Reception Room, Living Room,
Dining Room, Blue Bedroom, and Mauve Bedroom are all quality replications, as is the carpet
on the Main Stair.

Early park replacements in some of the rooms do not accurately represent the richness and
variety of the Vanderbilt furnishings. The window treatments in Mr. Vanderbilt’s Bedroom are
the most glaring example, where the current textiles are dramatically simpler than the original
curtains, valances, and tiebacks. Fortunately, historic photographs and the extant pieces of the
draperies in the collection will serve as the basis for accurate reproductions in this room, as
well as in the Red Bedrooms and the Den.

Other fragile textiles, such as the banners that once hung from the second floor balcony, the
third floor carpets, the portiere between the first floor Hall and the Main Stair, and the carpet
in Mrs. Vanderbilt’s Boudoir, were removed from exhibit altogether for their protection, but
they remain in the collection and can be replicated for display.

3. Replicas of Vanderbilt Furnishings.

Some of the missing original furnishings, such as the silver, may be cost prohibitive or
impossible to acquire. The park does not need the full complement of silver but a few pieces
would increase the accuracy of the rooms. In the Dining Room, for instance, the Vanderbilts
exhibited silver trophies and trays on the sideboards. Illustrations of similar displays are
available, but the only evidence for the Vanderbilt pieces are the silver inventories. The 1918
silver inventory provides manufacturers and model numbers for many of the objects which
could inform the fabrication of faux silver replicas.®

6. 3D printer technology, for instance, could provide relatively inexpensive reproductions of the silver artifacts.
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4. Non-Site Associated Period Objects.

The Implementation Plan recommends furnishing the housekeeper’s suite of rooms on the
third floor as they were used in World War II, when President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s staff
stayed in the servants’ wing. This period is not currently interpreted during the tour. Few of
the furnishings survive, and the only easily recognizable visual cues for that period are the
shower stalls in the bathrooms.

Furnishing the housekeeper’s suite to tell the story of the president’s appropriation of the
rooms will require purchasing period army cots, telegraph and telephone equipment, and
other accessories. This approach is a new direction for the mansion, but refurnishing these
rooms will both expand the visitors’ understanding of the mansion’s history and complement
the interpretation of the Home of Franklin D. Roosevelt.
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TREATMENT OPTIONS

Because the National Park Service received the mansion and its contacts largely intact,
particularly for the public and private spaces, the options remaining for treatment primarily
revolve around the service spaces in the basement and third floor.

One such option, to interpret the use of the third loor during World War II, was discussed
with the park in November of 2014 at the kick-off meeting for the Implementation Plan. The
park expressed their preference for interpreting the Housekeeper’s Bedroom, Sitting Room,
and Bathroom as they were used by President Roosevelt’s telegraph and telephone operators.

BASEMENT AND THIRD FLOOR SERVICE ROOMS

Although this report provides charts and floor plans for nearly every room, it is unlikely that
they will all be fully furnished at any one time. In the servants’ bedrooms, particularly, there
are many missing items; all but one of the iron bed frames and some of the oak furnishings are
no longer in the collection.

Option 1. In the basement, furnish the shared service areas (the Kitchen, Laundry, Servants’
Hall, Servants’ Laundry, and Wine Storage). Leave other areas as NPS storage/office space, or
exhibit as empty spaces, with at least two areas designated for the park staff. This option will
cause the least disruption to the current operation.

Option 2. In addition to the shared service areas, furnish a few of the servants’ bedrooms. In
the basement, exhibiting the Butler’s Bedroom (Bog); the valet’s Bedroom (B10); and/or the
Chef’s Room (B13) would enhance the interpretation of the Vanderbilts’ servants. Some of
the oak furniture for these bedrooms survives, but the park would need to acquire items to
complete the rooms.

The third floor includes a few servants’ rooms with largely intact suites of furniture. As noted
above, the park has already determined that the Housekeeper’s Bedroom, Sitting Room, and
Bathroom (322-324) are to be interpreted to the World War II era. The furniture suites for the
lady’s maids’ rooms (311, 314) survive, and those spaces could be furnished relatively easily.
One of the smaller bedrooms could be furnished almost entirely with items from the existing
collection.

Option 3. Exhibit other servants’ bedrooms as empty rooms. Some of these rooms are
currently used to store part of the collection, but the park intends to move all curatorial
storage out of the mansion. Showing the rooms without furniture will avoid acquiring items
not associated with the Vanderbilts. Having seen the sample furnished rooms, visitors should
be able to easily picture the other rooms as they were used.

Option 4. Furnish all of the shared service areas and bedrooms. This option will require
purchases, primarily beds, mattresses, and linens, to replace missing items in the collection.
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BASEMENT AND THIRD FLOOR BATHROOMS

During World War II, significant modifications were made to the basement bathroom and
to the third floor bathrooms. The most obvious of these changes are the shower stalls that
replaced the Vanderbilt bathtubs. The federal government installed new light fixtures and
electrical fittings as well.

Option 1. Restore the bathrooms, removing the shower stalls and later electrical elements,
and purchase period bathtubs based on the ones still in the house. This option will visually
erase an important phase of the mansion’s history. These rooms are largely duplicates of the
second floor bathrooms that are still intact, so their restoration would not necessarily add to
the visitor’s understanding of the mansion.

Option 2. Fully restore the Men’s Bath in the basement. It is the only servants’ bathroom to
retain its bathtub, and furnishing it will give visitors an understanding of servants’ facilities.
The park would need to acquire a mirror and lighting fixtures to replace the 1940s additions.

Option 3. Accessorize the bathrooms as they are, using the Vanderbilt-era toilette sets in the
collection; purchase towels, mats, and roller shades. This option will reflect the layers of
history, but will not accurately show the rooms as they appeared in a specific period.

Option 4. Do not accessorize or furnish the bathrooms. Explain to visitors the changes over
time and their importance to Period 5.

EXTERIOR PORTICO PORCHES

The furnishings plan includes the north, south, east, and west porches. All four porches
included plant material in containers placed in specific locations. Only the south and west
porches included furniture. To visually enhance the barren appearance of the exterior of the
mansion, the plant material should be restored to each of the porches.

The restoration of the porch furniture is another matter. Only a few examples of the original
pieces survive in the collections; others are seen in historic photographs.

Option 1. Reproduce some of the pieces and place them on the west porch, where visitors
can see them. This use would greatly enhance the visitor’s understanding of how these
areas functioned for the Vanderbilts and their guests. Park staff would need to bring these
furnishings in each day, adding another task to the maintenance of the mansion.

Option 2. If visitors are allowed on the west porch, acquire furnishings they would be
permitted to use. Visitors’ understanding and experience of these porches would be enhanced
but the furnishings would need to be replaced on a cyclical basis.

Option 3. Reproduce pieces and fully furnish both the west and south porches.
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OPERATING PLAN

The Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site grounds are open to the public every day of
the year, from sunrise to sunset. The Visitor Center is open every day from 9:00 AM to 5:00
PM. The mansion is open for guided tours only, with the number of tours per day based upon
the season. During the peak visiting season of May through October there are typically seven
tours per day. From November through April four tours per day are offered. Reservations are
recommended for individual tours during the height of the visitor season and are required

for groups of 10 more at any time of the year. The mansion is closed on Thanksgiving Day,
Christmas Day, and New Year’s Day. Special interpretive programs are available for school
groups. There are also special programs including concerts and open houses held seasonally
at the mansion.

Visitors approach the grounds by car or bus through a historic stone entrance gate, and
continue along a scenic drive that traverses in front of the mansion prior to arriving at the
visitors’ parking lot. Upon arrival, visitors first enter the Pavilion building which houses the
Visitor Center. Visitors are greeted at the reception desk and may purchase admission for a
guided tour of the mansion. The Pavilion also features a gallery space with changing exhibits
and a gift shop. Public restrooms are located in the Pavilion; however, there are no food or
drink concessions available. The mansion is physically accessible by means of a mechanical
lift from grade down to the basement entrance. A small ramp bridges the height difference at
the door threshold. All floors of the interior are connected by the original elevator, the interior
dimensions of which are less than the ADA standard clearance minimums.

Each guided tour of the mansion lasts approximately one hour. Individual tours are led by

a park ranger and conducted in groups no larger than 50 people per tour. A mansion tour
includes the main public and private rooms of the first and second floors. The third floor guest
rooms are not included in the tour nor are most of the servants’ rooms with the exception of
the Kitchen and the Servants’ Hall in the basement. Two of the third floor servants’ bedrooms
are furnished and shown occasionally as part of a special tour. Groups enter the mansion
through the main east entrance door, and the guided tour begins in the Elliptical Hall. Visitors
are not permitted to enter the other rooms, but they may view their interiors from behind
roped stanchions. Tours proceed to the second floor via the Main Stair. As on the first floor,
visitors are not permitted to enter the second floor rooms. The tour continues from the
second floor down to the basement by way of the back stair. Upon the tour’s conclusion,
visitors are led outside through the north basement door.

Access to the furnished rooms is restricted to prevent damage to and loss of the historic
furnishings. However, as a result, visitors are only able to experience portions of the rooms
from the doorways, some from very awkward angles. Many of the important furnishings and
decorations are not visible from these viewpoints. Where possible, further access into the
rooms should be made available. In some instances, this can be accomplished by moving the
primary rug farther from the door, as in the Living Room and Dining Room. Other rooms
cannot be viewed at all due to the nature of the floor plan layout; these include all but one of
the second floor bathrooms.
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It is not anticipated that the current mansion tour will be altered or expanded. However,
special tours should be added that include spaces on the third floor and basement that are not
normally open to visitors. Many of the third floor rooms are currently used for collections
storage and care activities. The Park intends to relocate the objects to other storage facilities.
This would allow for some of the third floor rooms to be made accessible to visitors on
special tours: the Pink, Lavender, and Empire Guest Bedrooms and related bathrooms; the
housekeeper’s suite, furnished to interpret the house during World War II; and one or two of
the servants’ rooms. In the basement, the Park expects to continue maintaining two rooms for
storage and one for an NPS staff break room. The large basement central hall should be open
to allow visitors to view a portion of the Wine Cellar, the Laundry, and the Butler’s Room as
part of the regular tour.

12 Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site — Historic Furnishings Report — Implementation Plan



LIST OF RECOMMENDED FURNISHINGS

The following list of recommended furnishings includes nearly every room in the mansion,
beginning in the basement and continuing through the first, second and third floors.
Generally, the rooms are in order of room number (assigned by NPS), except for the third
floor bathrooms that are grouped together.

In all but the third floor Housekeeper’s Suite, which will be restored to its World War II
appearance (Period 5), the lists are based on the period of interpretation as 1906-1938 (Periods
2 and 3), drawing mostly on the 1938 Curry probate inventory, 1938-1940 photographs,

oral interviews with Vanderbilt staff, and a 1942 plan of the third floor for supporting
evidence.” Nearly all of the primary furnishings for the private and public rooms remain in

the collections from this period. Recommendations for acquiring objects that are missing

are made with the understanding that these objects should be replaced only if they increase
visitor’s understanding of the way the Vanderbilts and their servants lived in and used the
mansion, enable the guides to more effectively interpret the mansion, or if they are necessary
to accurately present the mansion interiors.

Items that are in the collection are identified in the charts by their catalog number (VAMA #).
When that number is not available, the following abbreviations are used:

COLL Item is in collection.
NC Item is in collection, but not catalogued.

N/A Item is not in collection.

7. See Historic Furnishings Report for a full narrative of the room histories and sources.

Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site — Historic Furnishings Report — Implementation Plan 13
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Figure 2. Vanderbilt Mansion basement key plan. JGWA, 2014.
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KITCHEN (Bo1)

Historic photographs of comparably large kitchens generally record the room while not in
use, so everything is neat and tidy. The appearance of a kitchen in the process of preparing

a large formal dinner would be very different. For the purposes of this plan, the kitchen is
displayed while at rest; this approach avoids acquiring non-site-associated items. It also allows
the kitchen to be interpreted from 1926-38, since the basic furnishings and architecture of the
room changed little during that time (with the exception of the replacement of the sink).

The room includes a mix of site-associated furnishings, period replacements, and
reproductions. The most important original feature, the range, remains iz situ while the
adjacent roasting oven is a later National Park Service installation. This oven fits within the
marks on the floor for an early appliance, and matches the Duparquet catalog’s illustrations
of roasting ovens that were traditionally at the ends of period ranges. It should remain unless
further evidence reveals that a different apparatus was positioned in this location.

The Monel metal sink, though not the earliest sink, is likely a Vanderbilt modernization and
should remain. The pot rack is an accurate NPS reproduction or period replacement and
should remain. A reproduction shelf should be installed on the west wall, using the detailing
of the existing wood shelves as models.

Four tables are included in the 1938 Curry inventory: two marble-topped kitchen tables; and
two zinc-topped kitchen tables. The existing large work table (5) lacks a zinc top, but a metal
cover (not to be attached) could be fabricated to fit over the wood surface. This installation
should be careful not to harm the existing table.

A second marble top table should be acquired or reproduced to match the existing table (7). A
small table for dining (11) is placed on the plan below the clock on the south wall. The existing
small wood table currently in the kitchen could serve this purpose. The butcher’s block (6)

is placed at the end of the zinc covered table—a position seen in historic images of similar
kitchens.

For textiles, the plan recommends placing a small mat on the floor in front of the sink,
and installing linen roller shades in dark green at each window opening. Early exterior
photographs show dark-colored shades at the basement level windows, and dark green
shades were typical of the period.

Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site — Historic Furnishings Report — Implementation Plan 15



Copper Soup Boiler—with or without Faucet.

8 to 40 galls.

Copper Saucepans.

& to 20 in. diameter.

Copper Half Saucepans.

5 to 20 in diameter.

Copper Plat a Saute.
5 to 20 in. diameter.

Copper Oval or Round Braiziere.

12 to 20 in. diameter.

Copper or Gald. Iron Bain Mari Box
—with Tin or Copper Bain Maris.

Any size made to order.«

COAL HODS.

Japanned Square Front.

$ per dozen.
12 13 14 15 16 inch.

$ per dozen.
17 18 19 20 inch.

Figure 3. (Above) Coal hod from Russell and Erwin
Manufacturing Company'’s lllustrated Catalogue of
American Hardware, 1865, 380.

Figure 4. (Above Left) Selection of copper pans from the
Catalog of L.F. Duparquet & Huot Manufacturers of the
Imperial French Cooking Range and Broiler, 1885, 54.

Figure 5. (Left) Detail of the Harbor Hill kitchen, where
thirty-six copper pans and molds were arranged on the
shelves. From Grace A. Fowler, “The Servant Question at
Harbor Hill,” Harper’s Bazaar, vol. 38, no. 55, September
1904.

16 Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site — Historic Furnishings Report — Implementation Plan
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Figure 6. Kitchen (B01) furnishings location plan.
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SCULLERY (Bo2)

This small room retains all of its original features. The 1938 Curry inventory does not include
this room but the mat (5) in front of the sink is necessary to keep one’s feet off the wet floor
and a linen roller shade (dark green) should be installed at the window.

There is physical evidence for a few possible additional furnishings. A shelf unit or cabinet (8)

should be placed next to the south wall. Shelves would be handy for the temporary placement
of the pots and pans and other objects after they were washed, and a worn area of the flooring
indicates that a1’-2” x 3’-9” piece of furniture sat near the south wall.

©

0 5 FEET

Figure 7. Scullery (B02) furnishings location plan.
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HOUSEKEEPER’S OFFICE/DINING ROOM (Bo3)

This small private room is furnished to serve multiple purposes. The table (3) is where the
housekeeper dined alone or with a guest. The rocker provides a place for her to relax, and the
desk was where she dealt with household accounts and correspondence.

The oak furniture is of a better quality than the oak pieces used in the other servants’
bedrooms, and the floor was covered in wall-to-wall rose colored carpet. Historically,
decorative items included at least two framed prints placed on the walls. The book rack
probably held books on household management, etiquette, and related topics. If a mahogany
rocker is purchased, then it should be upholstered (or cushioned) with a mohair velvet seat
and back.

Linen roller shades (dark green) should be placed at each sash, and a small brass rod
supporting a pair of sheered glass curtain panels should be installed with the i situ brackets.

22-23
12,18
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Figure 8. Housekeeper’s Office/Dining Room (B03) furnishings location plan.
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NORTH LAVATORY

This space has been used as a toilet room since its initial construction. The 1938 Curry and
1940 Hopkins inventories did not include this room. The following list of furnishings is
derived from the listings for the other bathrooms and for the “Help’s Linens” in the 1938
Curry inventory.

Fully restoring this room to its appearance in the Vanderbilt occupancy would require
removing evidence of the World War II era: replacing the 194o0s light fixtures with replicas of
the Vanderbilt fixtures and removing the electric wire mold. The more recent grab bars near
the toilet, necessary for accessibility, would also need to be removed.

0 5 FEET
5

Figure 9. North Lavatory furnishings location plan.
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WINE STORAGE (Bog)

This area includes four rooms and a short passage, but only the two rooms flanking the
passage are known to have held spirits (based on the wine racks in those rooms). For the
purpose of this Implementation Plan, the northwest room is restored and furnished to how it
might have appeared in Period 2, based on the listings in the Vanderbilts’ Butler’s Cellar Book.
This room is the most intact of the four rooms and retains its bottle rack and built-in shelving.
The door needs to be restored to the door opening. The wood rack, covering half of the north
wall, is for wine bottle storage.

The bottles should be placed by type, based on common practice:?

« The whites (Zeltinger Riesling, Trarbacher, Niersteiner, and chablis) prefer a
cooler temperature and should be at the bottom of the rack.

« The reds (St. Julian, zinfandel) prefer a warmer temperature and are placed in the
upper slots.

« The sherry, Hennessy cognac, and Cambas brandy can be placed in the middle
slots.

+ The Pommery and Heidsieck Champagnes could be stacked, lying down, in one
of the west wall shelving bins.

« The rye and Scotch whiskey, vermouth, and gin can stand upright on the shelving
along with the orange and Angostura bitters, d’Absinthe, and kiimmel.

For the purposes of this display, corked and labeled but empty bottles should be used. One or
two wood shipping cases for the Champagne might be placed next to the east wall, and a few
empty uncorked bottles could be placed at the bottom of the shelf unit.

A small oak or painted table would be useful in the room. A basket, used to carry the selected
bottles upstairs, and a cloth for cleaning the bottles should be placed on the table, along with a
reproduction of the Cellar Book.

The open door at the east end of the passage allows a view of the northeast room and its ice
chest. The Cellar Book indicates that historically there were barrels of White Rock mineral

water and Poland mineral water, and some barrels could be placed here.’

8.  See Andrew L. Simon, Wine and Spirits: The Connoisseur’s Textbook (London: Duckworth & Co., 1919).
9.  Research of period sources has not yet uncovered what these barrels were — large glass bottles? Actual barrels?
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Figure 10. Wine Storage (B04) furnishings location plan.
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MEN’S BATHROOM

This room was designated as the “Men’s Bath” on the McKim, Mead & White floor plan. Like
the North Lavatory, this room was not listed in the 1938 Curry and 1940 Hopkins inventories.

This is the only servants’ bathroom that retains its bathtub, and so it could be fully restored to
its Vanderbilt era appearance. The following chart and plan include the textiles and window
treatments appropriate for that era. Fully restoring the room requires removing evidence of
the World War II era: the light fixtures, wire mold and electrical fittings, mirror, shower head,
and shower stalls. A new electric wall bracket and a mirror above the lavatory, along with a
white-painted costumer and chair, would complete the restoration.
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Figure 11. Men’s Bathroom furnishings location plan, Option 1 (left) and Option 2 (right).
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BOOT ROOM/SERVANT’S ROOM (Boj)

According to the 1938 Curry inventory, this room was furnished with the typical oak furniture
found in the servants’ rooms, with the extra amenity of an oak Morris chair. According to a
key in the housekeeper’s key cabinet, at an earlier date this space functioned as the boot room.
To fulfill this plan, the Vanderbilt-era closet needs to be restored to its position on the north
wall and a linen roller shade (dark green) should be installed in the window.
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Figure 12. Boot Room/Servant’s Room (B05) furnishings location plan.

36 Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site — Historic Furnishings Report — Implementation Plan



|lem 1seg
‘ulelay Juelxy *10jeipey DN LL
s||em
"uoI323]|0d 1S9M pue Yyinos
WoJ) OM] SN J0 alInbdy ‘A1o1uanul £11nD) 86 | *(Z) sareyd yeQ 70D oL
‘uol1}d9||0d [1em YylioN
WwloJj auo asn 10 w‘__s_ou< .>‘_Oucw>c_ \C‘_:U 3€61 ‘o|qe) yjeo jjews 710D 6
[lem yinos
‘uol1}d9||0d F_Ot QU0 asN .>\_Oucm>c_ \C\_:U 8€61 “A0AA1W Y}M 19SSa4p eQ 710D ]
[lem yinos
"UOI123||0D WIO1) BUO 3 "K1o0juanul AnD g6 L ‘pueisysemyeQ 70D /
[lem yuoN
"24Inbdy "A1ojuanul AUnD 86 L *d1eyd suIo Yeo V/N 9
.‘_wtouFEOu uojyloo e ‘_O\_ucm
"(39s0]D pauled | ‘peaidspag uollod e ‘pealds uljsnw }dIMa|pued e aq p|nod pag
"24Inbdy | My pue wooy uaul s,djaH) A1oruaaul Aund 8€6 L ‘peasdspag V/N S
pag
.m\__DUu< AEOON_ usuli m‘Q_mIv >\_Oucm>c_ \C\_:U 8€61 *s)}oays uojjo) Y/N ¥
pag
.w‘__s_ou< .AEOON_ uaulif m\n__va >‘_Oucw>c_ \C‘_:U 3€61 ANv «I\,, POieWl 10 paiaploiqua mwmmugo___& ulshniy <\Z ¢
pag
"24inbdy ‘A1ojusAul K1InD 86 L *(2) smojpid v/N z
"ssaJ11ew uoldnposdal |lem yuoN
pue paq a4inboy "K1o0juanul AnD g6 L *ssaJjjew pue paq ajbuis uoi| V/N L
NOILDV JIDNIAIAT 1>3rgo # VINVA NOILYDO1

(s09) WOOY S.LNVYAHIS/IWNOOY 1009

Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site — Historic Furnishings Report — Implementation Plan 37



pueisysem

‘0461 *sAesy yse ‘spuayooq 19ss91Q

241nbdy ‘1 1990120 ‘9bpLIEd UDLIEBA "SI 01 UILB PRV ‘s)j0oq Buipnpui ,ainjeu jeuosiad e jo sway|, V/N L1
|lBM Yinos

24Inbdoy "129[qo |euonduny endoidde pousd ‘J9viseq ajyse\ V/N oL
MOPUIM

“alinboy "W} MOPUIM UO 33U3PIAT *(usa1b yjep) apeys i3]0y V/N Sl
99Xy 100|4

24Inboy *A103uanul £11nD) 86 | 3.\ V/N i
"uoI123||0d J|lem yuioN
woJj duUo 3sn Jo alinboy "K1ojuanul AnD gL ‘dwej abpug V/N €l
uolepunoy

Asuwiyd

JO k) 1583

‘Buissiw speys ‘llem 1S9MyLION

‘urelay "JueIxy *(2) s19pdeuq [lem D133 DN 4
NOILLOVY 3ON3AIAT 1>3rao # VWVA NOILYDO1

(s09) WOOY S.LNVYAHIS/IWNOOY 1009

38 Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site — Historic Furnishings Report — Implementation Plan



SERVICE LAUNDRY (Bo6)

This room has all of the features of the adjacent larger laundry except for the drying racks.
The servants’ laundry was probably placed on the drying racks in the adjacent room. The
stove (James & Kirtland) and its set-up details should duplicate conditions in the main
laundry. A linen roller shade (dark green) should be placed at the window, and the glass panel
restored to the door.

The room is currently used as an NPS staff break room. It houses a water heater and a washer
and dryer. If possible, the water heater should move to the sub-basement or an on-demand
water heater should be installed. The washer and dryer can be removed, since they are no
longer used for laundry.
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Figure 13. Service Laundry (B06) furnishings location plan.
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LAUNDRY (Bo7)

The 1938 Curry inventory notes only a few movable furnishings in this room: three laundry
tables and two side chairs. It seems likely that these furnishings stayed consistent through
Periods 2 and 3. The tables that functioned as ironing surfaces should be covered with cloths.

The laundry stove remains i7 situ but a necessary component is missing. The cast-iron
superstructure, that held the irons for warming, needs to be restored. Irons should be placed
on the restored stove rack. Other important furnishings necessary for a functioning laundry
include a coal bucket (hob), laundry baskets, a clothes wringer, and floor mats in front of the
laundry tubs. Laundry supplies were kept in the closet and cabinet at the south end of the
room. One or two of the drying racks should be extended to display a sampling of the laundry,
such as sheets, pillowcases, towels, etc. The windows should include linen roller shades (dark

green), and the door to the hall should have the glass panel restored.

Figure 14. (Left) Detail of a laundry basket from the
White House laundry. Library of Congress, Prints and
Photographs Division, LC-H25- 3880-HO.

Figure 15. (Below) Detail from circa 1905 photograph
of a laundry, showing a mangle, laundry baskets, and a
wood platform/mat. Prints and Photographs Division,
LC-H25- 3880-HO.
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Figure 16. Laundry (B07) furnishings location plan.
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BASEMENT HALL (BoS8)

The 1938 Curry inventory lists only three tables in this large space, but in reality, when the
house was in full operation, this area probably included many different objects that changed
constantly: the trunks of arriving guests, food and supplies being delivered, furniture
temporarily removed from an upstairs room, etc. The area near the north entrance and next to
the kitchen would at various times see an accumulation of delivered goods and supplies. Aside
from the three tables the only other furnishing documented in the hall is the water cooler
referred to by Douglas Crapser in a 1973 interview.

With the restoration of the Wine Storage, Laundry, and the Butler’s Room, this area will
become more accessible to visitors. Currently, temporary exhibits of collection objects are set
up near the north end of the hall, where visitors congregate during the tour. Similar changing
displays can continue, and, if visitors are allowed in the rest of the Hall, be expanded to
include some of the porch furniture and garden objects such as urns or the pair of bronze
standards (if not installed on the West Porch), or even some of the significant household
furnishings currently in storage. Temporary light standards will be necessary to provide
illumination for these exhibits.

Figure 17. Basement Hall (B08) furnishings location plan.
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SERVANTS’ STORE ROOM/SERVICE TRUNK ROOM

The Vanderbilt servants’ and visitors’ servants needed a place to store trunks, and the space
at the far south end of the basement hall was always designated for that use (based on the
McKim, Mead & White plan and on the key label from the housekeeper’s key closet). The
room is not part of the public tour, and it is unlikely that it will be furnished. If it were to be
put on view, then the missing shelves should be replicated.
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BUTLER’S ROOM (Bog)

In 1938, this room was furnished with functional pieces left from the time when the house was
fully staffed in Period 2.!° Some of these furnishings are of a better quality than found in the
other servants’ rooms, as was fitting for one of the supervising employees.

The butler’s private domain served multiple purposes. This was where the butler slept (on
occasion), rested, and changed clothes. The presence of two comfortable chairs indicates that
he also entertained friends or consulted with other employees in this room. The ample desk
and revolving chair were used to carry out his household duties.

Historically, the somewhat spartan surroundings would have been enhanced by the addition
of personal items such as books, photographs, a calendar, desk accessories, and possibly a few
framed prints on the wall. A wall or table clock would be a useful item (unless the butler relied
on his personal pocket watch). The window sash included roller shades (dark green) and
possibly sheered panels affixed to the sash. A sheered panel also covered the glass door panel.
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Figure 18. Butler's Room (B09) furnishings location plan.

1-5

10. Mr. Vanderbilt’s valet had taken over as butler by 1938, but continued to use the neighboring room (B10) for his
quarters.

50 Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site — Historic Furnishings Report — Implementation Plan



JleM 1S9

‘ueIsy ueg *10jeipey DN 1

Jlem 1se3

"24inboy ‘f1o3usAul AUND 8€61L *3|qe)} yeo |jews Vv/N Ll

llem Yy1oN

‘|leisu] "A1ojuanul A1UnD g6 L *19sS34p YeQ 110D oL

l[lem yinos

‘||eisu) *f1ousAul AUND 8€6 1L ‘pueisysem yeQ 710D 6

llem yuoN

leasu "A1ojuanul KD gg61 Jsep yeQ LyLL 8

Jsed

"24inbdoy ‘A1o1uanul £11nD) 86 | -areyd buinjonay V/N /
(9v0L VINVA) 1895
Jay1ea| yoe|q yum Jieyd
wiie }eo asn os|e pjnod

*SUOIYSND 210153 ‘DAIDSUOD "Uo123]|0d Ul 3jdwexa auQ "A191sjoydn U01I0d YUM 8601 |1em 1S3

‘8601 VIWVA buisn j| ‘Aiojusnul A1nD 861 *(2) siteyd suIoN Yeo 10 /N 9

*J91I0JWO0D UON0D B Jo/pue

“(39s0[D paruied | ‘peasdspag uonod e ‘pealds uljsnw 33IMI|pued e 3 p|nod pag

"24inboy | 81ym pue wooy uaur s,djaH) A103usAul A1IND) €6 L ‘peaidspag V/N S

pag

*24inboy ‘(wooy uauiT s,djaH) A101uaaul A11nD 8€6 L *S)93Ys uoy0) Vv/N ¥

pag

"24Inboy ‘(wooy uaui s,djoH) A101uanul A11nD 8€6 L *(2) ..\, P}ew 1o paiaploiqud sasesmoljid ulsnpy Vv/N €

pag

"a1inboy ‘K103usnul 1nD g€61 *(¢) smojid V/N z

‘ssaJ13ew uodnpoidal Jlem 1seq

pue paq a4inboy *A103uUdAUl A1IND 8€6 L *ssaJjjew pue paq 3|buls uo4| Vv/N L

NOILOY JDN3IAIAT 1>3rdao #YWVA NOILYDO1

(609) WOOY S, 4311LNg

Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site — Historic Furnishings Report — Implementation Plan 51



pueisysep

‘2lInboy "123[qo |euonduny endoidde pousd ‘imoq pue 13yd3id d1wesdd aym V/N 6l
9|ge1 yjeo |jews

‘pueisysem

0461 *sAeu} yse ‘spuaxooq "19ssaIp 44530

"21Inbdy ‘1 19903120 ‘@bpLIEd UDLIBA "SI 01 UILBN PRV ‘s)jooq Buipnppul ,81neu jeuossad e jo swayy,, V/N 8l
lleM YLIoN

24Inbdoy "129[qo |euonduny endoidde pousd ‘Joviseq ajyse\ V/N L
MOPUIM

"24Inboy "JOOP UO pUE WL} MOPUIM UO 3DU3PIAT *(2) (U346 yaep) sapeys 13]j0Yy V/N 9l
"Joop paze|b sy} 18 SUO pue Yses ydea je duQ 1oop ‘MOpUIp

24Inbdy "JOOP UO pue Wl MOPUIM UO 32USpPIAT *(€) sureynd yses paiaays V/N Sl
WCLX.6 100]4

"24Inboy "A1ojuanul AUnD 86| ‘bny V/N ¥l
‘Buissiw speys JleM 1S9

‘apeys aJinbdy ‘uielay "juelxg ‘19ydeIq |jlem d11333|3 ON €l
NOILDY 3DN3AIAT 1>3rao # YIWVA NOILYDO1

(609) WOOY S, 4311LNg

52 Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site — Historic Furnishings Report — Implementation Plan



SECOND MAN/VALET’S ROOM (B10)

The furnishings in this room are similar to those in the Butler’s Room, but a table takes the
place of a full desk. The oak furnishings match those used in the other servants’ rooms, with
the exception of the comfortable Morris chair. Items of a personal nature, belonging to the
valet, will soften the appearance of the room. A wall or table clock would be a useful item. The
window sash should include roller shades (dark green).
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Figure 19. Second Man/Valet's Room (B10) furnishings location plan.
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HOUSEMAN’S ROOM (B11)

This room was shared by the housemen, also known as the day man or night man, who
typically lived elsewhere on the estate or in the village and used the room to change clothes
or to rest. The room was created during the Vanderbilt era from a larger space that included
room Bi2. The furnishings, based on the 1938 Curry inventory, include typical servants’ pieces
as well as a mohair-covered armchair. The original larger room had an electric wall bracket in
what is now room Bi2. After the division of the room, it is likely that a table or floor lamp was
needed.
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Figure 20. Houseman'’s Room (B11) furnishings location plan.
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STORAGE ROOM (B12)

The Vanderbilts installed a beaded board partition to divide a larger room into the
Houseman’s Room (Bi1) and this storage area. There currently is no intention to interpret the
space.

WEST STORAGE ROOMS

In 1938, the three storage areas along the west side of the elliptical Basement Hall held a
conglomeration of items from the Vanderbilts. It is unlikely that the spaces will be furnished. A
tour guide could note the type of items stored in each room as described in the historical data.
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CHEF’S ROOM (B13)

By 1938, Mr. Vanderbilt no longer employed a chef. The probate inventory and an interview
with Theresa Farley record that the room then housed visiting servants.

To interpret the mansion for the end of Period 2, and to enhance the visitors’ understanding of
how the Vanderbilt staff operated during that period, this plan returns the room to one used
by the chef for his office and to occasionally spend the night. His status would necessitate a
level of furnishing comparable to that in the Butler’s Room, including oak furniture such as

a desk or writing table and a comfortable Morris chair. The casement windows include sash

curtains and roller shades (dark green).
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Figure 21. Chef’'s Room (B13) furnishings location plan.
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SERVANTS’ HALL (B14) & SERVICE PANTRY

At Hyde Park, this large room functioned as the servants’ dining room and their living room,
a place for brief periods of relaxation. The furnishings reflect these uses. This room is not
included in the 1938 Curry inventory, but is found in the 1940 Hopkins document. Interviews
with the Vanderbilt employees fill some of the details of how the room appeared when

in use. The continued use of the Victrola— either a table model or a full cabinet type that
incorporated a space for the storage of records—indicates that the furnishings in the room did
not change substantially during Periods 2 and 3."

The primary piece in the room is the extension dining table centered in the space. This table
served multiple purposes: dining for three meals a day, as a work table, or just for sitting for
conversing or reading. A smaller table at the south end of the room served as a serving table,
work table, etc. The many assorted chairs, some fifteen, could be moved about the room for
various uses. There were three more comfortable chairs—a Windsor type, and two rocking
chairs—placed near the fireplace mantel.

This plan includes the installation of the annunciator box near the door to the hall. This
important apparatus, removed in the 1940s, symbolized the nature of service work: one was
always on call.

The room included a large rug and probably at least one framed print on the wall, perhaps
above the mantel that held the Seth Thomas clock, another necessary object relating to
service. Each window opening included a dark green linen roller shade.

The items necessary for dining were kept in the adjacent Pantry and other items were stored
in the Closet. For visitors to see the Pantry, they will need to be allowed into the Servants’
Hall. If that space is open to visitors, then a sink, based on the Scullery sink, should be
installed in the Service Pantry. The extant cabinet should be reinstalled against the south wall,
and stripped and re-varnished to match the east cabinet.

1 The Victor Talking Machine Company was sold to RCA in 1929, so the Victrola was purchased 1906-1929.
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Figure 22. Servants’ Hall (B14) and Service Pantry furnishings location plan.
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Figure 23. Vanderbilt Mansion first floor key plan. JGWA, 2014.
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HALL (101)

The proposed treatment of the Hall reflects the transformation of the large elliptical space
from the relatively sparsely furnished reception hall envisioned by McKim and White to the
more comfortable living hall that evolved after the architectural changes made in 1906. The
plan incorporates the furnishings purchased by Stanford White and installed in 1899 and the
objects added over time after the 1906 renovation.

The earliest furnishings include the eight chairs symmetrically placed around the elliptical
space against the green marble pilasters. The 1938 and 1940 photographs reveal the specific
placement of the two different sets of chairs. The four Italian Renaissance style chairs covered
in tapestry (VAMA 729, 730, 731, 732) are positioned flanking the openings to the North and
South Foyers. These chairs retain their original coverings. The additional four chairs (VAMA
733, 734 735, 736) now covered in dark green velvet, are positioned flanking the fireplace and
the east entrance. The shorter of the two pairs should flank the fireplace. A reproduction of
the original damask upholstery should be restored to these chairs. Two additional chairs, of
different design (VAMA 737, 738), are positioned in the window alcoves of the west wall. The
coverings on these chairs should also be reproduced to match the original textile.

The other Stanford White-selected pieces include the two cabinets (VAMA 739 and 740)
placed along the east side of the ellipse and the two marble busts on stands (VAMA 742 and
743) placed opposite on the west curved wall. Positioned at the exact center of the Hall is the
important porphyry slab center table (VAMA 741) that has always claimed this prominent
location. The final original furnishing may be the small sofa (VAMA 216) positioned along the
west face of the table, facing the fireplace. This piece, probably removed from the Vanderbilts’
New York townhouse, apparently served as the “Long Divan or sofa” specified by McKim for
the Hall.

Works of art original to the Hall include three tapestries: the armorial piece (VAMA 757)
above the fireplace and the two Aubusson tapestries (VAMA 761, 762) at the north end of the
room. The one that functioned as a portiere at the opening to the stair hall should be replaced
by a reproduction textile. The other panel should be conserved and placed in its proper
position. The only original decorative object, the ormolu mounted Chinese vase (VAMA

752), was likely intended for the center table, but the repaired condition of the vase seems to
indicate that it was moved about. Its current position atop the mantelpiece is a good location
as its damaged condition is less apparent.

The primary additions to the Hall after 1906 are the two large sofas (VAMA 214 and 215)
initially supplied by Stanford White for the Living Room and placed facing each other in front
of the fireplace forming an intimate area for relaxation. The two small oak smoker’s stands
(VAMA 758 and 922) should be placed in front of the sofas for easy use and each should
include ashtrays. By 1938 the floor was covered in a variety of rug types including two large
“old Rahver Garden” rugs. Reproductions of this rug type should be placed at the north and
south ends of the Hall as shown in the 1938 photographs. Three floor coverings, two tiger
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Figure 24. The stair hall at Ogden Mills’ mansion in Staatsburgh, with fresh flowers and plants. Note the large
palm on the stair landing. From Barr Ferree, American Estates and Gardens (New York: Munn and Company, 1904),
189.

skins and a brown bear rug, should be acquired and placed here. The bear rug was positioned
directly in front of the fireplace between the long sofas.

Objects that may have been placed here seasonally include large potted plants, such as ferns
or possibly the topiary trees seen in early exterior photographs of the south and east porches.
To represent this tradition, the two large Chinese pots on stands (VAMA 750 and 752) should
be “planted” with large artificial ferns and placed here. Possible locations include flanking the
east entrance door or flanking the center table. Their placement and number probably varied
over time. Additional objects to be acquired for the Hall include a pair of silver card trays to
be placed on the center table as well as seasonal flower arrangements placed on that surface.
The important French clock (VAMA 751) introduced to the Hall by Mrs. Van Alen sometime
after the death of Frederick Vanderbilt could be moved to the French table in the second floor

north foyer. The 1938 Curry inventory indicates that a clock (now missing) was located there.
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Figure 25. Detail of flower arrangements in the music room of the Felix Warburg House on 1109 Fifth Avenue
(1908). Michael C. Kathrens, Great Houses of New York, 1880-1940: Volume Il (New York: Acanthus Press, 2013), 222.

Figure 26. At Martin Hall in Great Neck, New York (above), large
palms draped over the stair railing, and tapestries hung from

the second floor balustrade. Barr Ferree, American Estates and
Gardens (New York: Munn & Co., 1904), 207. (Left) Ferns at the
base of the stair in the R. Livingston Beeckman House at 854 Fifth
Avenue, by Warren & Wetmore, 1903-05. “Louis XVI Splendor
Reflected in City Home,” Arts & Decoration, vol. 5, September
1926, 30.
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Figure 27. Fountain Room at Fort Tryon Hall, the C.K.G. Billings House. Michael C. Kathrens, Great Houses of New
York, 1880-1940: Volume Il (New York: Acanthus Press, 2013), 128.
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Figure 28. Hall (101) furnishings location plan.
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OFFICE/LOBBY (102)

Mr. Vanderbilt’s Office remains remarkably intact as it was arranged after modifications
made in 1915. The primary furnishings include the original desk chair (VAMA 1018) and the
upholstered open arm chair (VAMA 1019). The fully upholstered lounge chair (VAMA 1020)
was probably added after the built-in sofa was removed in 1915. It should be placed near the
west wall next to the desk and the smaller arm chair placed near the bookcase and fireplace.
The humidor (VAMA 1000) fits well in its current position and is seen there in the 1940
photograph.

An important missing feature, in place as recently as 1964, is the built-in pigeon hole cabinet
that was positioned on top of the desk in the door recess. This object should be reproduced
based on the photographs. Another missing item noted in the 1938 Curry inventory is a
“picture of Mr. Vanderbilt’s Yacht,” possibly a photograph; a framed photograph of one of
the Vanderbilt yachts should be suspended from the screw positioned above the electric wall
bracket on the north wall. The prominent arrangement of pistols should be restored to the
panel above the fireplace. They will need to be secured to the surface since they are within
easy reach of visitors viewing the room. A small green (painted) metal smoker’s stand should
be acquired to place next to the upholstered arm chair.

Other works of art remain in their proper locations, including the oil painting (VAMA 999)
and the two large porcelain plates (VAMA 997 and 998). The small desk objects should be
placed as seen in the 1940 photograph that also records the pigeon hole cabinet. One of the
two surviving Vanderbilt curtain panels (VAMA 5006) should continue to be displayed at the
window. The traverse rod supporting the curtain should be made operable, so that the panel
can be shown in open and closed conditions. If the panel is too fragile, then a reproduction
should be placed here. The Chinese rug (VAMA 992) should remain on the floor.
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Figure 29. Office/Lobby (102) furnishings location plan.
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DEN (103)

The Den was Frederick and Louise’s favorite retreat. Like the Office, it survives remarkably
intact from the period after the circa 1915 remodeling, when a large, built-in sofa was removed
from the south wall. All of the Vanderbilts’ furniture remains in the room with the exception
of a pair of carved wood arm chairs removed by Mrs. Van Alen after 1938. The following
proposed plan is based on information provided by interviews with former household

staff, the 1938 and 1940 photographs, and assumptions made concerning the reason for the
modification of the room circa 1915.

The removal of the large built-in sofa allowed for the placement of a more flexible piece of
furniture. The Knole sofa (VAMA 960) was probably introduced at that time and fits perfectly
in the same location. The desk (VAMA 981) is centered at the west end of the room in the
apse-like area, in front of the bookcase. This location makes it easier for visitors to view the
desk and the items displayed on it. The walnut curule chair (VAMA 973), possibly removed
from Sonogee in 1927, is placed at the desk.

The four upholstered arm chairs are symmetrically placed; the larger pair (VAMA 961 and
962) is flanking the fireplace and the smaller pair (VAMA 963 and 964) is flanking the Knole
sofa. This placement results in two of the chairs (VAMA 962 and 963) being located as
described by Alfred Martin and Mrs. Van Alen. The larger chair (962) near the wall-mounted
light bracket north of the window was used by Mr. Vanderbilt. The smaller chair (963) was
Mrs. Vanderbilt’s. The oval two-tier table (VAMA 971) is placed between these chairs and
centered on the window. The versatile small triangular table with the drop leaves (VAMA 972)
is placed in front of the sofa (but can be moved around as needed). The two brass floor lamps
(VAMA 952 and 953) flank the Knole sofa duplicating the lighting scheme that existed with the
original built-in sofa with the integral lamps positioned in the arm rests.

Additional furniture included a suite of four intricately carved chairs— two side chairs
(VAMA 974 and 975) and two matching arm chairs. The latter were removed by Mrs. Van Alen
after 1938 to Wakehurst. They were sold at auction in 2002. If they could be acquired they
should be returned to the Den. All of these pieces rest on the original carpet (VAMA 970) that
remains in the room. The curtain panels currently in place match the fabric used to upholster
the four arm chairs and sofa, resulting in a uniformity that historically did not exist. They
should be replaced by the original, more colorful and complex treatments, or replacements/
reproductions of those textiles. If reproductions are not feasible, then the use of a fabric in a
tapestry weave would produce the desired effect. Surviving brackets at the east window for a
rod positioned at 28” above the floor supported sheer curtain panels that helped to conceal
the exterior shutter leaves originally fixed in place at the lower portion of the opening. These
curtains should be re-installed.

Of the many smaller decorative and utilitarian objects in the room in 1938, the most significant
was a small Philco radio. A Philco “cathedral” style radio should be acquired and placed

on the upper surface of the two-tiered oval table placed in front of the east window. This
prominent position recognizes the importance of this “modern” form of entertainment.
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:1‘Of Course, We C
Owna Philco, John’

Your Budget Will Per-
mit You to OwnA Philco
--Because Philco’s Low
Prices Bring Perfect
Radio Reception Within
the Reach of Everyone.

Philco

Offers Amazing
Selectivity, Distance
And Marvelous

NEW---
PHILCO RADIOS

Thirteen Models

At 3 Price Range from

$36.50 to $295.

GABLE’S

12TH AVENUE BUILDING
TIRST FLOOR

Figure 30. A 1932 advertisement for

Philco radios, the kind that Frederick
Vanderbilt used in the Den. Altoona

Tribune, January 6, 1932.

Typically, listeners gathered around the radio for music,
news, and special programs.

Decorative items such as the mantel garniture (VAMA
947, 948 and 949), the seven German beer steins (VAMA
929 — 936, with one missing) on the south wall, and the
three Chinese vases (VAMA 942, 943, 944) set on the west
wall bookcase, remain in their proper places. Additional
in situ objects include the pair of Chinese porcelain vases
(VAMA 978, 979) on the hearth and the collection of arms
displayed on the tapestry panel set into the paneling of the
south wall.

A small oak smoker’s stand, similar to the ones in the Hall
(VAMA 758, 922) should be acquired and placed in the
room, complete with an ashtray.
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Figure 31. Den (103) furnishings location plan.
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LIVING ROOM (104)

Although little documentation survives to suggest how the room appeared in 1899, the
furnishing and arrangement of the Living Room subsequently evolved in several stages.

The most significant transformations occurred in 1906 when a different ambience began to
emerge, and continued in the ensuing years as objects from the Vanderbilts’ other houses
were transferred to Hyde Park. The furnishings and objects in the Living Room at the time of
Frederick’s death in 1938 reflect this evolution and the conditions at that time are recorded in
the Curry inventory and photographs of the room from 1938 and 1940.

A plan of the Living Room as arranged in 1935-38 is included here and serves as the basis for
the two proposed plan options. The 1935-38 plan includes some furniture removed by Mrs.
Van Alen to Wakefield by 1940, and those pieces are not included in the two proposed plan
options. Common to both options are the repositioning of the large central carpet and the
placement of the two refectory tables. The carpet is shifted further south, just touching the
bases of the two Solomonic columns. This will allow visitors further access into the room
and provide a better vantage point to view the two Brussels tapestries on the north wall and
other important objects. The refectory tables are placed flanking the carpet to the east and
west, dividing the large room into three distinct areas.'? The large central space is flanked by
more intimate areas suitable for small conversation groups. The more open center area would
permit the placement of card tables when desired.

According to tradition, Mrs. Vanderbilt favored the area to the west with its views of the river
and mountains beyond. The tea table is located there and the piano is in the northwest corner.
A table and lamp are centered on the west wall, where there is an electrical outlet.

The Allard desk is given pride of place at the center of the room. The work surface, with the
roll top open, faces north so visitors can view the fine interior of this significant showpiece.
Shown fully outfitted with desk accessories, it was probably rarely used during the Vanderbilt
era since desks were also located in all of the bedrooms as well as the Den, Reception Room,
and Mr. Vanderbilt’s Office.

The pairs of large, formal, tall back French and Italian style chairs are placed on the west and
south walls. The two (VAMA 920, 921) that should be placed next to the columns at the north
alcove are in poor condition and need extensive conservation. They are included on the plans
but should only be installed if they are treated.

The east end of the room includes the other intimate conversation area, and there are two
possibilities for the placement of the furnishings. In Option 1, the five-part sofa is centered on
the east wall as noted in 1935 and shown in 1938 and 1940 photographs; there is no electrical
outlet in that location, so it is unlikely that a table and lamp were placed there. The Louis

XV style sofa (VAMA 913) is positioned along the north wall below the tapestry. The four-
panel screen is placed in the northeast corner so that it does not block the view of this part

12 When placed in these locations, the tables (and the lamps that sit on the tables) are directly over floor outlets.
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of the room. Option 2 retains all of the previously noted conditions with the exception of the
arrangement on the east center bay. If the large Sormani commode (VAMA 592) is removed
from Mrs. Vanderbilt’s bedroom it should be placed here on the east wall. The five-part sofa
can be moved to the east side of the refectory table (VAMA 843) facing the commode.

The commode provides a place to display the large blue ormolu mounted Chinese vase
(VAMA 876) or the large clock (VAMA 881) could be placed here and the vase placed on the
west refectory table.
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Figure 32. Living Room (104) furnishings location plan, Option 1.
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Figure 33. Living Room (104) furnishings location plan, Option 2.
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Figure 34. Living Room (104) furnishings location plan, 1935-38.
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RECEPTION ROOM (105)

The Reception Room is thought to retain most of the furniture selected by Georges Glaenzer
in1899. The 1938 plan is included here to show the placement of the furniture at that time,
based on the evidence of the Curry inventory and photographs taken in 1938.

The desk (VAMA 768) in the room by 1938 may replace the Sormani desk that was stored in
the Lavender Bedroom in 1938, and then removed from Hyde Park by Mrs. Van Alen, and
now at Chateau-sur-Mer in Newport. The Sormani desk should be placed here if the current
desk (VAMA 768) could be transferred to Newport in an exchange for the Sormani piece.
This would require an arrangement between NPS and the Preservation Society of Newport
County.

The Louis XVI style table (VAMA 778), a center table meant to be placed away from the wall,
is positioned in front of the settee. The intricate marquetry top can then be appreciated by
visitors viewing the room from the doorway. The screen (VAMA 781), properly placed next to
the door, should be moved to the northwest corner where it will not block the view into the
room. Important additions to the room are the pull-up curtains (Austrian blinds) to be placed
at each window.

The two small brass knobs positioned high on the north and south paneled walls were the
intended locations for framed works of art. The Glaenzer drawing shows an oval picture
frame in the north location. Although there is no physical evidence (marking on the paneling,
etc.) that such objects were ever installed, if the park wishes to exhibit works now in storage,
there is the potential for the placement of a pair of antique French prints (oval or rectangular
frames) in these positions. They should be suspended from the brass knobs by silk covered
wire cords.
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Figure 35. Reception Room (105) furnishings location plan.
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Figure 36. Reception Room (105) furnishings location plan, 1938.
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DINING ROOM (106)

Unlike the other large entertaining rooms, the Dining Room is minimally furnished. There are
few pieces included in the room that do not directly serve the purpose of dining. The room

is well documented by the 1938 Curry inventory and photographs from 1938 and 1940. These
images reveal all of the most important furnishings and their placement.

The large dining table (VAMA 714) is centered in the room while the smaller round table
(VAMA 676) is centered at the east end of the space. Fixed furnishings include the two
console tables (VAMA 696, 697) made to fit their positions along the south wall, and the
matching mirrors centered on the east and west piers. Symmetrically arranged along the
north wall are the marble font (VAMA 700) and the pair of orreries (VAMA 698, 699) flanking
the triple window. The more flexible furnishings include two sets of chairs. The six large
throne chairs (VAMA 701 - 706) though not actually used for sitting seem to move about

in the photographs. For the purposes of this plan pairs are placed side by side next to the

wall surfaces between the east and west windows. The final pair is placed on the north wall
flanking the French doors that open to the north porch. The placement of the eighteen dining
chairs (VAMA 630 - 639, 678, 679, 690-695) varies depending on the use of the dining tables.
This plan places twelve chairs at the large table and four at the round table. The two unused
chairs are located along the west wall.

The four-panel screen (VAMA 707) is placed to conceal the pantry doorway. In this same
general area, a small mahogany serving table is positioned at the far south end of the east
wall. The condition of the wall paneling indicates that there was considerable activity in this
location. A small table, approximately 38” by 30” and 30” high, should be acquired for this
purpose. This serving table, probably including wheels for mobility, could be covered in a
white table cloth. Another missing object important to the interpretation of the roomis a
round revolving tray (lazy Susan) that was used on the round table. Such a device should be
acquired and placed on that table when it is set for breakfast.

The large Isphahan carpet (VAMA 724) is shown centered on the floor. An additional floor
covering, an 11’ x 18’ red figured chenille rug, should be acquired for placement under the

large dining table to function as a crumb cloth to protect the valuable Persian carpet. The two
Beauvais tapestries (VAMA 708, 709), currently undergoing conservation treatment, should be
returned to their positions on the south wall. Consideration should be given to restoring the
southeast tapestry to its narrower Vanderbilt era width to reflect the pre-1940 condition.

There is evidence on the reveal of each of the window openings for the placement of a small
cord cleat (missing) indicating the use of pull-up curtains (Austrian blinds) in these openings.
This possibility may require further investigation.

The two console tables should display arrangements of silver, including large trays set against
the paneled wall (where there are still marks from the original trays), trophies, and other large
pieces.
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Figure 37. The dining room in the P.A.B. Widener
house, Lynnewood Hall, in Ashbourne,
Pennsylvania, with a display of silver on the
sideboard. From Barr Ferree, American Estates and
Gardens (New York: Munn and Company, 1904),
22.
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Figure 38. (Above) The
dining room in the W.L.
Stowe house in Roslyn,
New York, designed by
John Russell Pope. From
Barr Ferree, American
Estates and Gardens (New
York: Munn and Company,
1904), 18.

Figure 39. (Left) Detail of
the dining room in the John
Henry Hammond house

on East 91st St. (Carrere

& Hastings, 1906). http://
bigoldhouses.blogspot.
com/2012/04/russian-
consulate.html.

Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site — Historic Furnishings Report — Implementation Plan 119



T :l ;“
15 ’ jﬂz 15 H
H e o
i e A

20
1l 4

0 5 FEET

Figure 40. Dining Room (106) furnishings location plan.

120 Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site — Historic Furnishings Report — Implementation Plan



'sydeiboioyd gge | ‘A1ojuanul AunD 8E6 | "86-/681 ‘92UdJ0|4 Ul lulpJeg woJl) SUYM piojuels Ag paseydind |lem yuioN
"ulelay ‘siaded sy plojuels ‘JU0) d|qiew YN 00/ 8
‘uerin||9} 10} jeysapad poo 2268
"86-L681 ‘slied
‘sydesboloyd 8ge | ‘A103UdAUI ALIND 8EGL | Ul SUYM Piojuels Aq paseyding ‘wialsAs UoOOW-UNs-Yy1ies JO [9POo Jlem yuoN
"ulelay 'siaded auym plojuels ‘uenn||aL 669 /
*K13.140 10} [eIsapad poo 1Z68
"86-L681 ‘slied
‘sydesboloyd gg6 | ‘A101UaAUI ALIND 8EGL | Ul SUYM piojuels Ag paseydind "gS/ L 150d "W1SAS Je|os JO |9po Jlem yuoN
‘uieldy "siaded auym piojuels *A13110 869 9
s|jem
*7G-1G61 BDIID 3I9A|9A UOLI0D pal Ul paldisjoydn 159Mm pue
sydesboloyd gge | ‘A101uanul A1InD) g€ 1L -9Y '86-/681 ‘92UI0[4 Ul SUYAA piojuels Aq paseydind ‘1583 ‘YUOoN
"ulelay ‘siaded sy plojuels *(9) sireypwie 3jk1s-aduessieuay ueljey| 90/-10Z S
"wool
‘ydesboloyd sawi] 3104 MIN OY6 1L sIy3 jo bujpued ol 3y 03 Ajjedly1dads 3jing 'sdol sjgiew e1ddaig |lem yinos
‘uleyd ‘A1o1uanul K1InD g€6 L '(2) se|qel apis poomyib 3jA1s-A|X SInoT /69-969 v
1e3oy A 1 Aund Iqe1 apis p 116 3£ !
Keq 1seg
"ulelay sydesboloyd gge | ‘K101uanul A1InD) 8€6 L *Jed| [erdw (1) Yam djqel wooa buluip punoy 9/9 €
Jlem
1S9M {(9/9
"LL9 YY)
sa|gel
punoJ pue
Buiuip 1y
"ulelay sydesboloyd gge | ‘K101uanul A1InD) g€ 1L *(81) s4reyd Buiuip 3jK1s-A|X SIno G69-8/9 z
914 bojeied *S|1J 19 pJe||y $3|N[ 01 painqguile ‘AInjusd ;61 191ua)
‘ulelay sydesboloyd gge | ‘A101uanul A1InD g6 L *S9ARI| [eIdW (Z L) YUM 3|qe) woou buiuig /19 L
NOILDY 3DN3AIAT 1>3rao #VYIWVA NOILYDO1

(901) WOOY DNINIA

Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site — Historic Furnishings Report — Implementation Plan 121



"9INIDS e |euoneN Agq wooy duURIUD

‘bujuado wooy BuiaI] 01 panoway ‘saia1od yum buiuado yinos e AjJswio yinos

Bujuig 03 uin1ay "squief POOM U] 9DUIPIAS S|OY-M3IDG *(2) syjooy Ydeqal1) dzZuo.iq [eyudweulQ 110D VS1L

ERIEIIE]

yinos pue

(0€£9 "LTL-S 1L YINVA) UONID||0D Ul $yoegel] ‘SadudjeAn ‘6L-¥/61 Ul p3j[eisu| SMOPUIM

"ule1ay ‘s;pued |euibuQ ‘sydeiboloyd ggp | Ul umoys sjeulbliQ *(s39s 8) s)peqan pue ‘saduejea ‘sjpued uielnd uondnpoiday 66/1-56/1 Sl

3|qe1 buuip

"Y10]> quinud e Se pauoidund "8l X, L | abie| 1apun

24Inbdoy *K101uaAuUl A1inD) 8€6 1 *6n. jod.ied painbiy paa djjiuayd V/N vl
8Y61 *9UYM plojuels wouy1adied syl paseydind

‘g1 Ae\ ‘WNpuURIOWA ‘UspuaiuLadng ‘Jsw|ed 'y 961099 1|IqI9PUBA }IHIPIH ‘UY UBA "SI\ 01 BUIploddY °,8-8€ X .7-61 100]4

"ulelay ‘sydesboloyd 8ge | “A103udAul A1IND) €L *3adaed ueyeyds| veL €1

(9duenUD

JO 159M)

|[em Yinos

‘ulelay ‘ydeiboroyd sawii] }I04 MAN Ot6L “A103uaAul K1IND €L *A1ysadey Linjuad ./ | sieaneag €T/ L
‘Yyipim |y

S}1 0} pasoisal sem Ansadel syl ‘o6 L Ul paydesboloyd sem 3 1aye (9duenUD

"uonIpUOd ‘wnq|y juiod awos 1y "siapJioq as|ej pajediiqey Ajje1dads Buljjeisul pue JO 1589)

11gJ9puep Ajjwe4 1pnes] pue ydeiboioyd sawiif Y4104 MIN 061 SapIs Yy1oq ydeq buip|os Ag yipim ul pasnpal ‘ydesboloyd op61 Ul |lem yinos

01 210159y "ule1dYy ‘K1o1uanul A1) g6 1 ‘Aiysade) Lanjuad /| sieaneag tadA Ll

86 S|jem 1sam

sydeiboloyd gge | ‘K101uanul A1InD g6 1L -/681 ‘sed ul pJebuamoT sajnf ul aUYA piojuels Aq paseyding pue iseq

"ulelay 'siaded sy plojuels saweuy 9]f1s-apeusaqe) anbnue 316 ul sioriw paydie omy 60/-80L ol

Kemioop

Aiued

sJapng

JeaN

‘ulelay ‘ydeiboroyd sawii] 3104 MAN 06| ‘A101udAUl K1IND) 8E6 L *udaJds 1ayjed| }|1b |sued-1no4 /0L 6

NOILOY JDN3IAIAT 1>3rdao #VINVYA NOILYDO1

(901) WOOY DNINIA

122 Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site — Historic Furnishings Report — Implementation Plan



‘pa|10s pue uiom s Bulpued asaym ‘Aiyued sa)ing
1eau [|em 1sea UO UOo13ed0| S,9|qe)} J0) 9dUDPIAS [edIsAyd

8-/ 'A19400) Kemioop

UDDLIBWY pUD YdUdiH JO [DNUDY i/ H00g 300D S,A193S *Si)y | "U10|29|qe1 S1IYM B pue U10[249puUn [SUUEBJS B Ul PAISAOD U] SAeY Aniueq

"U0I123]|0D) sBUIPI0d3Y PUNOS “t/6L | PINOM 11 ‘[lenuew Buidssyasnoy s Ajess 7 'siy 01 Buipioddy “s|qel s,Ja]Ing Jeau

‘L L A1eniga{ ‘ueblo|y sewoy ] YUM MaIAIR1UI Jo Jddsuel | Aueboyew jes|-doup ,'do3-||04, & S9GLISIP A1oJudAUI AUND 8EHL ‘llem 1se3

24inboy ‘K101uanul A1) 861 *9|qe) buiaias V/N 6l

(uqiyxs uo

buipusadap

‘31qe1 ab.e|

Jo) 3|qel

Buiuip |lews

‘urelay 'sydeiboroyd g6 | “A103usAul AN 861 *|moq painjj ew| asaueder viL 8l

76/t '008Y 9de|daul4

‘uleisy sydeiboloyd ggg | "A103usAul A1IND) €6 L *(s33s ) suoaipue 3zuoaq abie ‘CLLLLL /L

"apeys bulaAIns

uo paseq sapeys *SIAIAINS dpeYS BI3-}|IqIapURA dUQ

9onpouds ‘sydesboyoyd ‘syay)ded 61| 10} sOpeYS paped Sliem

p d Yy 104d 861 19)deiq 3Ybl| 10) sopeys pspeag V/N 153M pue

'sydeiboioyd gge | “A1o3usnul AN 861 ‘159 ‘YyInos

*9AISSUOD ‘(SaleIqIT UBUOSYIIWG-9seqelep ‘0D 9 [[PMpIeD 43 ‘Yy1oN

pue ulelay aUl|U0) 6€ 100D J2qWinuU JUNODJE ‘UOND3||0) [[PMPleD *(8) s19¥deAq 1Y 61| 2111338 Ydoueiq-d3|qNOP PAPID |  0£69-£769 91

NOILOY JDN3IAIAT 1>3rdao #VINVYA NOILYDO1

(901) WOOY DNINIA

Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site — Historic Furnishings Report — Implementation Plan 123



"SuIay

|eyie Ayjenb 1u04
poob aiinboy . K12U13}, se U0y 0} s19a1 A1ojuaAul A1UND 8E6 L *3uoj ui Kejdsip 03 suiaq V/N 44

‘seige|apued pue

‘S9S0J JO SISEA J3||_WS 43YI0 YUm pasn sem (uid 1o ‘pal ‘moj[2A)

*U0I1123]|0D) sBuIPI0d3Y PUNOS “/H61 $950J YHM [MO( JydeA abie| U0 ‘Sawi} JBYIQ , UdDMID] SIIMO|}
*SIDMO} ‘g 1aquIad9 ‘UIMEIA PAY YIM MIIAIDUL JO 3dLdsuel | JO SUO01S34 YIIM SUWIN|OD JO |eAO UB JIOUOH JO 1N0D),, B 03Ul a|qe1 bujuip
|ediye Ayjenb *U0I323]|0D) sBuIPJIOIBY PUNOS 1/61 $9501 15INQUNS 000‘C pabueuse ueblio|y sewoy] ‘Aued suo 1o abie
-poob aiinboy ‘L L A1eniga{ ‘ueblo|y sewoy ] YUM malAIR1ul Jo Jdudsued | dnd 1yde£ 1o [moq abaej ul sasoJ Yim a391diaiua) V/N 1z

yby zz

*(2) so|puey Syi1eaim A1} pue si1aA0d yum sdnd Aydou] paleld

'yby ,z/1-zg duo ‘ybiy 91 om|

*(€) sureyd yim suobeyy auim 1aAjis ysijbuz pjo

"Apoq uo Ja1121 ul siamoly ‘ybiy 1

*s9|puey om} pue si1aA0d Yiim sdnd Buinoj 1aA|is ysijbuz red

“J3N0 U0 Jed| snyjuede pue dnd jo Apoq uo yieaim ‘ybiy Gl

*s9|puey om} pue s13A0d Yyum sdnd Buinoj 1aA|is ysijbug jo iied

duUeo|S "Q'M Wol4 '5681 " AMA,

paquIsul pue swajquid 3ydek yum ‘G| X .6 9z1s ‘sauid /| ‘Buiiym

‘|mog yound buijas

papnjpul K1ojusaul A1) €61
‘K1ojuanul K1nD 861 [|lem yinos
"u01323]|0D) AIOISIH [BIO "LT61 L ’suteyd yum sajnoq, pue ‘sdnd jydek ‘Aesy abie| e papnjouj ‘sa|qel apIs
‘2JInboy ‘3 19qWISd9Q ‘UIMBIA PAIJY YIM MIIAIDUL JO JdLdsuel | *(£69-969 YINVA) sd|qel apis uo pakejdsip JaA|is V/N 0c
NOILOY JDN3IAIAT 1>3rdao #VINVYA NOILYDO1

(901) WOOY DNINIA

124 Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site — Historic Furnishings Report — Implementation Plan



BUTLER’S PANTRY (107, 113)

The architectural character of the Butler’s Pantry is intact, with the exception of the sink and
cabinet which was removed after 1940. This important feature should be restored; evidence
for its configuration is found on the flanking wood cabinets and on the original wood flooring
concealed beneath the post-1940 linoleum, which should be carefully removed. The sink
should be hammered copper and the counter of marble to match the adjacent surfaces.

If evidence is found beneath the current linoleum for the earlier use of that type of floor
covering, then the appearance of the restoration linoleum floor covering should be based on
one of the two period examples preserved in two basement locations.

Other significant missing furnishings include the pendant lamp, which was probably similar
to the extant lamps in the Laundry, and the refrigerator that was located next to the west wall
below the cabinets. A possible choice for the refrigerator would be a white enameled two-
door monitor top General Electric model from the early 1930s. Linen roller shades (ivory)
should be placed at each window.

If feasible, the park should relocate the maintenance storage currently in the silver vault,
and then increase access into the Pantry so that visitors can see a display of appropriate
reproduction silver through the open vault door.

Figure 41. A 1930s General Electric monitor-top
refrigerator. www.antiquevintageappliances.com.
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Figure 42. Butler's Pantry (107) furnishings location plan.
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LAVATORY/COATS ROOM (108)

The size and plan of this room allow placement of only a few furnishings: a rug for the

floor and a small bench (VAMA 777) placed next to the north wall. This room provides the
opportunity to display a bench not otherwise on exhibit. Although not documented in this
space, a place for short-term sitting would be a welcome amenity in a ladies’ powder room. A
linen roller shade (ivory) should be placed at the window here and in the toilet room.

One of the hooks might hold a lady’s cloak, and an umbrella would be appropriate for the
ceramic jar in the southwest corner. The addition of hand towels and items on the marble
counter—toilet water, soap and a soap dish, pincushions, and a hair pin box (some of which
were on the lavatory in 1940)—would make this lavatory space complete.

Y
O

0 5 FEET $

Figure 43. Lavatory/Coats Room (108) furnishings location plan.
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SOUTH FOYER (109)

This passage to the Living Room retains the furnishings noted in the 1938 Curry inventory
with the exception of the rug, which may not be practical for visitors. The two bronzes
(VAMA 878 and 1002) can be placed here if they are not installed in the Living Room.
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Figure 44. South Foyer (109) furnishings location plan.
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NORTH FOYER (110)

This passage leading to the Dining Room was sparsely furnished in 1938. The only objects
noted in that inventory that are now missing are the tapestry on the east wall, the rug and one
of the Chinese ceramic jars. The jar was probably placed here temporarily when not in use in
the adjacent Hall. The tapestry should be restored to the east wall. The placement of a rug is
optional.

The east side of the space would be an appropriate place to display high-style items from the
collection. The plan shows one of the larger chairs from the collection, one of the pair with
the eagle finials (VAMA 381), but it could also be displayed with its partner at the top of the
Main Stair.
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Figure 45. North Foyer (110) furnishings location plan.
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VESTIBULE (111)

The Vestibule is furnished simply, based on the 1938 Curry inventory. Period photographs
of similar vestibules reveal that they rarely included any furniture and relied solely on their
architectural detailing and lighting for impact.

The original hanging pierced metal lamp fixture remains iz situ. The pair of Italian green
pottery jars (VAMA 766, 767), probably the ones purchased by Stanford White, should be
placed to flank the door into the Hall (101), as they were in 1938. An alternative scheme would
place the two large bronze standards (VAMA 6875, 6876), also purchased by Stanford White,
in the locations flanking the door to the Hall (101) in place of the Italian jars (if the jars are
deemed too fragile to place that close to visitors). This scheme would also provide a more
secure location for the two standards, historically located on the west porch.

0 5 FEET

Figure 46. Vestibule (111) furnishings location plan.
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MAIN STAIR

The stair hall retains all of its appropriate furnishings as noted in the 1938 Curry inventory.
The Chinese jar at the base of the stair should contain a large artificial palm that extends up
beyond the first landing (based on an interview with the Vanderbilts’ gardener). Ferns and
palms are seen in period photographs of similar stair halls, like that at the Ogden and Ruth
Livingston Mills home, Staatsburg.

The top landing, along the east wall, is an appropriate place to display chairs from the
collection, possibly the pair with eagle finials (VAMA 381-382). The Austrian blinds at the two
west windows should be reproduced.
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Figure 47. Main Stair furnishings location plan: first floor (upper left); intermediate landing (upper right); second
floor (center).
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PORTICO/PORCHES

The four outdoor living areas (the East, West, North and South porches) included a selection
of randomly placed furnishings and a collection of large potted plants placed in specific
locations. Only the west and south porches were furnished and actively used by family and
guests. Mats were placed on the stone floor surfaces to define the various seating areas.

The oval grass porch rug stored in the basement in 1938 was certainly used on the west
semicircular porch.

The possibilities of furnishing the porches range from only the installation of the potted
plants, to the introduction of some or all of the sets of furniture on just the West Porch, to
furnishing the South Porch. The plants consist of large ferns or palms and topiary trees in
half barrels and Versailles planters that were placed in all four locations. Good reproductions
might allow their use by visitors, although this option would require cyclic replacement.

The following charts and plans list all of the furnishings as if the porches were to be fully
furnished. The 1938 Curry inventory and the few existing exterior photographs that record the
porches reveal at least two types of furniture: a collection of cane and rush pieces and a stick
and reed set. The cane and rush set included at least four curved back arm chairs, five fan back
chairs, two small hour-glass tables, four tabourets, and a round oak top table. The stick and
reed set included a davenport (sofa), a chaise lounge, a flat bench lounge, and two arm chairs.
Over time, when in use, the two sets were probably mixed in the various locations. A pair of
wood settees seen in photographs on the east porch date to after the Vanderbilt era. Other
important, more static, furnishings include the marble urns, the marble fountain, and the pair
of iron and sheet brass standards (VAMA 6875, 6876).

Figure 48. The loggia
at The Waves, the John
Russell Pope house in
Newport, Rhode Island,
1928-30. Library of
Congress.
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Figure 49. West porch furnishings location plan.
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Figure 50. South porch furnishings location plan.
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Figure 51. North porch furnishings location plan.
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Figure 52. East porch furnishings location plan.
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Figure 53. Vanderbilt Mansion second floor key plan. JGWA, 2014.
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SECOND FLOOR HALL (201)

The Hall is furnished with two sets of high back arm chairs included in the 1938 Curry
inventory. The ten chairs are symmetrically placed against the walls of the elongated octagonal
space. An additional furnishing, a teakwood Chinese étagere, was probably removed from 459
Fifth Avenue and placed here after that home was sold in 1913.

Important additions to the ambience of the Hall are the Italian silk panels hanging from the
balcony rail and the ten flower pots placed on the top surface of the rail. The foliage of the
plants and the colorful silk panels were a significant aspect of this hall and the first floor Hall
below. The symmetrical locations for the circular pots are clearly defined on the balcony rail;
other marks indicate that additional pots were added periodically. The planters were probably
of Italian terra cotta (glazed or unglazed) or glazed Chinese pottery. The park did, at one
point, install terra cotta pots with artificial plants, using specially formed brackets. The quality
of plants available at that time was poor, and the terra cotta pots used were not appropriate for
the Hall, so they were removed. Reproduction pots with high quality artificial plants should
only be installed if custom-designed metal brackets (perhaps the brackets from the previous
installation) can safely secure them in place without damaging the balcony.

Furnishings for the extension of the Hall that houses the stair to the third floor guest rooms
are not noted in the 1938 Curry inventory. The existing large wardrobe, that covers the south
wall of the extension, is an original fixed-in-place feature. The area below the third floor
stair, near the east window, is a good location to display small furnishings such as the gilt
cane settee (VAMA 602) and the small three-tier table (VAMA 427), not being used in other
locations. The single window featured a linen roller shade (ivory), as well as a curtain panel
(possibly lace) hung on a small brass rod.

When the red wall-to-wall carpet is replaced, the reproduction should be based on the small
sample of original red carpet preserved at the east end of the large wardrobe.

One issue, still to be resolved, is the installation of the tapestry (VAMA 372, number 7 on the
plan) that hangs in front of an air register. When the tapestries are again hung in the Hall, rope
stanchions will need to be installed to protect the valuable textiles from visitors.
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Figure 54. A lace curtain panel
from A. and L. Streitenfelds’
Die Praxis des Tapezierers and
Decorateurs, circa 1895. Gail
Caskey Winkler, Capricious
Fancy: Draping and Curtaining
the Historic Interior, 1800-1930
(Philadelphia: University of
Pennsylvania Press),188.
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Figure 55. Second floor Hall (201) furnishings location plan.
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MRS. VANDERBILT’S BATHROOM (202)

This bathroom retains all of the original plumbing fixtures. The primary furnishings include

a dresser (VAMA 559) placed on the south wall and possibly a dressing table (VAMA 560)
placed next to the window. Both pieces, along with two chairs, are included in the 1938 Curry
inventory and can be seen in a 1940 photograph in the Traudt Family Album.

The dressing table forms part of the suite of white enameled furniture placed in the third floor
Green Bedroom (306). It may have been removed to this bathroom when a desk was installed
in the bedroom. Its placement in this bathroom forms an interesting counterpart to the more
formal dressing table in Mrs. Vanderbilt’s bedroom.

The window included a linen roller shade (ivory) and some form of curtain but there is no
evidence for a treatment that included a colorful valance like the ones in Mr. Vanderbilt’s
bathroom. The floor was partially covered by three rose-colored mohair rugs that should
be installed or reproduced. This is the only bathroom that has no towel bars or toilet paper
holder. In this plan, the folded towels are placed on a chair and on the lavatorys it is possible
that there was a freestanding towel rack and toilet paper holder in the room when it was in
use.
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Figure 56. Mrs. Vanderbilt's Bathroom (202) furnishings location plan.
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Figure 57. Period bathrooms in New York
City homes. Note the towels hanging
on the bars and over the chairs, and
the carefully arranged toiletries.

(Upper left) Master bath from the Isaac
Fletcher House (1899); (Center) William
A. Salomon House (1905); (Lower left)
Andrew Carnegie House (1902). Michael
C. Kathrens, Great Houses of New York,
1880-1930 (New York: Acanthus Press,
2005) 96, 121, 153.
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MRS. VANDERBILI’S BOUDOIR (203)

All of the Vanderbilt-era giltwood caned seat furniture remains in the Boudoir, with the
exception of the settee, which should be restored to its prominent position below the mirror
set into the west wall. The gilt and painted kidney-shaped table is placed in front of the settee
to serve as a sofa table. The vitrine table (VAMA 613), in Mrs. Vanderbilt’s Bedroom in 1938,
is placed near the east window. A desirable furnishing, not recorded in the room, is a small,
possibly gilt, table to place next to the chaise lounge. The three-panel screen was probably
placed to provide privacy when the service door in the northwest corner was opened, but
installation in that location would block the visitors’ view of the room.

In addition to the extant drapery and curtain treatments, each window should include a linen
roller shade (ivory). The original Wilton carpet, or a reproduction of the carpet, should be
installed.

11-13
on mantel
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Figure 58. Mrs. Vanderbilt's Boudoir (203) furnishings location plan.
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MRS. VANDERBILI’S BEDROOM (204)

Mrs. Vanderbilt’s Bedroom retains almost all the furnishings recorded in the room in 1938,
including an extensive suite of seat furniture with matching upholstery. The Ogden Codman-
designed bed and the flanking stands remain in their intended locations within the bed rail
at the north end of the room. The Codman renderings show two small French commodes in
the room, each centered on the east and west walls. Larger Sormani commodes now in those
positions are included in the 1938 Curry inventory.

Asignificant furnishing missing from the room and not listed in the 1938 Curry inventory
is a dressing table. All of the guest bedrooms include this amenity. A dressing table (VAMA
4555), currently in storage, matches Mrs. Vanderbilt’s bed in design and material. In 1938

it was situated in the adjacent Boudoir but it is likely that it was originally installed here to
complement the bed.

There are two possible locations in the bedroom for the dressing table. In Option 1, it is placed
in a prime location between the two east windows. Dressing tables are typically placed near
windows to benefit from the natural light. This placement would require the removal of

the large commode (VAMA 592); it could be installed in the Living Room (see Living Room
Option 2 plan).

The dressing table mirror is flanked by two electrified candle brackets and requires a source
of electrical power. The far south end of the east wall includes an original electrical outlet near
the floor. There is the possible location for another outlet (now modified) in the dado of the
center east wall pier. There is also an original outlet in the west wall south of the central pier
mirror. It is possible that the dressing table was positioned on the west wall, but that location
provides less privacy from the doorway opening from the South Foyer and does not benefit
from natural light.

Option 2 presents another possible placement for the dressing table. The rear face of the
dressing table is well finished; the back of the mirror is covered in silk fabric, indicating that
the table may have been placed away from the wall. The southeast corner, with its nearby
electrical outlet and adjacent windows, could be another position for this piece. In this
option the east commode would remain in place and the writing table (VAMA 606) would be
positioned in front of the fireplace near the center of the room.

In both placement options, the folding stool or pliant (VAMA 600) is used with the dressing
table. The poor condition of the giltwood frame and the upholstery indicate that this seat
received extensive use; it will need restoration and a reproduction cushion.

Each of the window openings, with the elaborate valances, curtains, and lace panels, should
include an ivory linen roller shade.
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Figure 59. Mrs. Vanderbilt's Bedroom (204) furnishings location plan, Option 1.
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Figure 60. Mrs. Vanderbilt's Bedroom (204) furnishings location plan, Option 2.
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MR. VANDERBILI’S BEDROOM (205)

Mr. Vanderbilt’s bedroom retains most of the furnishings included in the 1938 Curry
inventory. The bed, built-in dresser and the large central table have always occupied their
respective locations. The bed and built-in dresser and possibly the center table were designed
for the room by Georges Glaenzer and the desk chair was acquired from Duveen in 1899,
possibly for this location. The unusual high back settee (VAMA 482) and matching side chairs
(VAMA 487 & 488) were also probably selected for this room by Glaenzer; the appliqué
detailing of their upholstery matches the original fabric hanging at the head of the bed.

This room includes several pieces that have a history of use prior to their placement here.
The desk (VAMA 494) is actually a modified roll top desk, which is not of the quality of other
pieces in the room. The walnut cabinet (VAMA 479) on the east wall, with its upper tiers
removed, probably originated from 459 Fifth Avenue, as do the two upholstered side chairs
(VAMA 487, 488) that were used in the parlor of that house.

Although the desk was situated in the southeast corner in 1938, this plan places it in the
southwest corner since an original electrical outlet (for the desk lamp) and the service call
buttons are in that location. The tall-back settee is located in the southeast corner, and

the matching side chairs flank the cabinet on the east wall. An important addition to the
room (removed by 1940) is a small round walnut table placed near the sofa and used by Mr.
Vanderbilt for breakfast. A suitable table should be acquired and placed in that location.

The 1938 Curry inventory includes two small bookcases that held approximately 350 books.
These books were removed by 1940. This plan places the two ebonized bookcases (from the
collection) flanking the east wall cabinet. In 1938 they were listed among the furnishings in the
Pavilion but probably had their origin at 459 Fifth Avenue like other pieces in Mr. Vanderbilt’s
bedroom. A few books should be placed on the bookcases and on the cabinet shelf.

To fully realize this plan, it is necessary to fabricate and install accurate reproductions of the
original window valances and curtains, a significant part of the rich ambience of the room.
Each opening included an ivory linen roller shade and a brass rod to support a lace curtain
panel.
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Figure 61. Mr. Vanderbilt’s Bedroom (205) furnishings location plan.
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MR. VANDERBILI’S BATHROOM (206)

This bathroom retains all of the original plumbing fixtures with the exception of the sitz bath
that was removed for Mr. Vanderbilt sometime prior to 1938. The mahogany dresser is in the
former location of that fixture. All of the other furnishings are finished in the white enamel
typical of all of the bathrooms. The placement of the furniture fills every part of the room;
even the floor surface is amply covered by various rugs.

The 1940 photograph from the Traudt Family Album records the west half of the room and
the handsome window treatments (VAMA 555-556): deep scalloped valances with a printed
floral design and vertical checkerboard patterned divisions, above curtain panels with the
same motifs seen on the valances. The historic window curtains in the collections should be
carefully reproduced and installed here.
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Figure 62. Mr. Vanderbilt's Bathroom (206) furnishings location plan.
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LARGE RED BEDROOM (207)

This bedroom retains its suite of grey enameled furniture that includes a bed, dresser,
nightstand, gilded cane chaise lounge, arm chair and two side chairs. The same decorative
motifs are seen on each piece. Typically, each guest room suite included a writing table or
desk, but the desk used here (in place in 1938) is originally from the Second Floor Green
Bedroom (213). If this suite included a matching desk, its whereabouts is unknown.

To fully realize this plan, accurate reproductions of the window valances, curtains and bed
canopy drapery need to be fabricated and installed. The superb quality of these original
textiles was an important aspect of this room and the other guest rooms. Besides the finely
detailed valances and curtain panels, each window includes a pull-up curtain (Austrian blind)
and an ivory linen roller shade.
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Figure 63. Large Red Bedroom (207) furnishings location plan.
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SMALL RED BEDROOM (208)

The determination of the original furnishing of this room is problematic. The bed that should
match the classical detailing of the canopy frame is missing from the VAMA collections. It was
removed sometime before 1938. In that year, one of the single beds, now in its original position
in the Blue Bedroom, was used here. For this plan, the bed (VAMA 338) originally used in the
Second Floor Green Bedroom (213) is placed here. If that room is to be placed on view, then
the bed should be restored to that room and another bed acquired for this location.

The washstand/shaving stand (VAMA 389) is placed here because this guest room does

not have direct access to the bathroom (220), and to accompany the shaving mirror on the
window trim (at an appropriate height for shaving. Both of these features indicate that a male
guest typically occupied this room.

A tall five-drawer chest with cane inset panels (VAMA 390) was located here in 1938 but does
not seem to relate in detailing to the other pieces in this room or any of the guest rooms. Its
origin is undetermined but it is possible that it formed part of a missing suite of furniture
originally used in this room.
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Figure 64. Small Red Bedroom (208) furnishings location plan.
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BLUE BEDROOM (209)

The Blue Bedroom, the largest of the ten guest rooms, retains its extensive suite of furnishings.
Recently, the matching single beds were restored to their proper positions beneath the east
wall canopy.

Mrs. Van Alen introduced an upholstered chaise lounge and two matching arm chairs to this
room, removed from Sonogee in 1927. This change entailed the removal of the gilt cane chaise,
which was returned to the room after 1940. The 1935-38 notebook attributed to Fred Traudt
indicates that the chaise was placed near the fireplace.

For the purposes of this plan, the dressing table (VAMA 301) is placed at the south end of the
room (as noted in the 1935-38 notebook), and the writing table (VAMA 256) is placed at the
north end. A reversal of the placement of these pieces is also possible, placing the dressing
table in a more private location.

The elaborate window treatments also included pull-up curtains (Austrian blinds) and
linen roller shades (ivory). The placement of the three rugs in the room will diminish the
institutional appearance of the large expanse of the original red wall-to-wall carpet.
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Figure 65. Blue Bedroom (209) furnishings location plan.
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BLUE BEDROOM BATHROOM (210)

The plan for this bathroom is based on the 1938 Curry inventory and on the 1938 notes that
list instructions to prepare the room for a guest. The pieces are placed as seen in the 1964
Chambers photograph. An option might be a reversal of the placement of the small table and
chair. The window should include a pair of curtain panels, either sheers or a linen fabric with
a printed border motif, as well as a linen roller shade (ivory).
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Figure 66. Blue Bedroom Bathroom (210) furnishings location plan.

Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site — Historic Furnishings Report — Implementation Plan 207



Kiolenen

‘lleysu| *K101uaAUl A14nD) 8€6 L «aef 1apmod |eyshid 110D €l
‘juelxy w3} MOPUIM

‘ule1dy ‘f103udAul supBdoH 061 *Jouw Buineys LEC zL
qniyieq jo pug

"24Inboy *A1ojusaul AUND) 8€6 1L *Jew wooJyyeq auym V/N Ll
'sbnJ Jejiwis 100]4
aJinboe Jo ‘ulelay ‘A1oyuanul AUnD 8€6 L *(Z) sbna sreyow paiojodr-anjg 965 'V6ET oL
MOPUIM

"24Inboy "W} MOPUIM UO JURIXD S19ydelg ‘apeys J3|j0Y V/N 6
MOPUIM

"24Inboy "W MOPUIM UO JURIXD 183D ureynd dn-jnd Vv/N 8
JleM 1S9

‘ulelay ‘juelxy *(2) s19ydrIq [[em [ed14333]F ON /
‘Auedwo)) usius 443N Aq buidid pue uiseg JleM 1S9

‘ulelay pUlVe| ‘uiseq uie|ddiod pue 133unod 3jgiew Yim Kioyeaeq ¥669 9
‘ind sse|6 paiadey yuel Jarem ybiy ‘pij POOM Jlem 1se3

‘ulelay ueixy ‘19]10} ,owld, NOWN “T°r S669 S
Jlem 1seq

‘ule1dy ‘juelxy ‘qnyieq ureadiod paze|b ,jefoy,, €669 ¥
Jlem 1se3

‘||eisu) *A103uanul supjdoH ot6 1 “A101usaAul A1) 8E6 L *Jawn}so) 0sZ €
Jlem 1seq

‘l|eisu) ‘A1o3uanul AUnD 8€6 L *areyd pajured ayuym 87T z
llem Y1IoN

‘||eisu| *A1ojusaul AUND 8€6 1L *3]qe) pua pajyured ayym €S L
NOILOY 334N0S 1>3rao # YIWVA NOILYDO1

(0LZ) WOOYHLYE WOOHa3Ig Inig

208 Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site — Historic Furnishings Report — Implementation Plan



Kiolene| JesaN

‘lleysu| uexy *an|q pajuied 3y seq ajsem papis-aAal4 65T €T
*aJinboe Jo ‘(8gp | Ul
woo.pag pay abieq
Y} Ul ‘6EH-8EY YINVA

Se 4yons) uoldd||od Jlem 1seq

woJy syund asn ‘K101uanul A1) 861 *sawieay 316 ul ‘sbunuied jo sjuad omy | y/N 10 110D 44

gniyieq Jo pus

1e )des oMo

"2lInboy "yjoog uonisodwo?) ypnel] paiq (€) .,SI9Mo0) 3>k} udul| jeads auly K1dA,, V/N 4

uls Jeau

"S|9MO1 UdUI| 10 3dNny pawwelbouoly Syoel [9MO]

"2JInboy joog uonisodwo) ypnel) paldq *(z 1se9] 1e) s|amo} 3sanb paiaploiquz V/N Y4

‘pueisysem

Jo puey

"S|9MO1 UdUI| 10 3dNny pawwelbouoly 1ybu 1e pap|o4

‘2lInboy "yjoog uonisodwo?) ypnel] paiq (2) s|omo} puey 3sanp V/N 6l

qniyieq jo pua

*2d113s 10 J3pJoq aN|q YHUM pauiwi} 1e DRl [9MO0)

"}9SO|D UdUIT | S|9MO1 31IYM YUM padied SoMO] ysijin] pawwelsbouow anig uo pue Jleyd uQ

24inboy | jo A1ojuanul A11nD 8€6 LY 00g uonisodwo) ypnes] pald *(€) s|omo} yreg V/N gl

Kiolenen

‘alinboe :uondp "yjoog uonisodwo?) 1pnel] paiq *9]110(q 191eM sse|b pue 1dA|IS V/N /1

‘uondnpoudai Kiojenen

ainboe :uondp j0og uonisodwo) ypnel) palq deos asiepieubip DY V/N 91

gniyleg

‘uielay *K1o3uanul supdoH ov6L *xoq abuods pue deog Vaad Sl

‘ydesboroyd Ki1oyene

‘lleasu| siaquiey) ab1oan) 96 | "A101UdAUI 1IN 8E6 L *33s 339|103 sse|b ayuym-pue-an|g 8€7-7€T vl

NOILOY 304NOosS 1>3rdao #YWVA NOILYDO1

(0LZ) WOOYHLYE WOOHa3Ig Inig

Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site — Historic Furnishings Report — Implementation Plan 209



MAUVE BEDROOM (211)

The Mauve Bedroom retains its original suite of furniture, as well as the upholstered arm chair
and matching ottoman (VAMA 14, 16) introduced at a later date in the Vanderbilt occupancy.
The plan places one of the three white enamel breakfast tables (VAMA 13) at the foot of the
bed. These small tables probably were moved about as needed in the various guest rooms. The
nightstand (VAMA 9) was originally positioned on the west side of the bed (with lamp plugged
into the outlet high in the wall) but for this plan is placed on the east side for greater visibility.

The window treatment included the valances and curtain panels as well as pull-up curtains
(Austrian blinds) and linen roller shades (ivory). The small rug placed on the red wall-to-wall
carpet helps to personalize the large expanse of the floor covering.
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Figure 67. Mauve Bedroom (211) furnishings location plan.
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MAUVE ROOM/GREEN ROOM BATHROOM (212)

The furnishings placed here are as noted in the 1938 Curry inventory with the exception of the
shaving stand (VAMA 552), which belongs in Mr. Vanderbilt’s bathroom and should be placed
there if that space is made accessible to visitors. The window should include a pair of curtain
panels, either sheers or linen fabric with a printed border motif, as well as a linen roller shade
(ivory).

0 5 FEET

Figure 68. Mauve Room/Green Room Bathroom (212) furnishings location plan.
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SECOND FLOOR GREEN BEDROOM (213)

This guest room is not currently one of the furnished bedrooms open to visitors. Some of

the pieces historically in this room, including the bed (VAMA 338) and the writing table
(VAMA 426), are currently exhibited in the Large and Small Red Bedrooms. The bed, dresser,
washstand and the writing table that belong in this room all relate in their detailing. Although
the plan does not include the writing table, if it were to be used here, it would be placed in the
southwest corner.

A unique feature in this room is the bed canopy frame, which matches the curtain poles and
is of a different form than the other guest room bed canopies. The rococo inspired furniture
contrasts with the classically inspired canopy frame, which is unique among the guest room
suites.

The windows featured exquisitely appliqued and embroidered valances and curtain panels
(two panels at the east window and a single panel at the narrow north opening), pull-up
curtains (Austrian blinds), and linen roller shades (ivory). The original valances and curtains
are in storage; reproductions should be made and installed.

22,26

20
23-24,27 21
on mantel
11-12 2,
25 above 1 17-18
mantel
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Figure 69. Second floor Green Bedroom (213) furnishings location plan.
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LINEN CLOSET (214)

This room is not currently furnished or open to visitors. The furnishings to be placed here
are very simple: a side chair, a plain small table and a short ladder or stepstool. Although no
furnishings are noted in the 1938 Curry inventory, these pieces would be necessary in the
operation of the closet. Mary Elizabeth Carter’s Millionaire Households and their Domestic
Economy notes the importance of a chair, a table for sorting and stacking linens, and a
stepladder for accessing the upper shelves. The chair would serve both this room and the
Maids’ Closet. A period note found in the closet asks that wet bundles of laundry be left on
the chair.

Of more interest is the determination of placement and storage methods of the household
linens kept on the shelves here. It has yet to be determined what purpose the horizontal wood
rods served in some of the shelving recesses.
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Figure 70. Linen Closet (214) furnishings location plan.
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SECOND FLOOR SOUTH FOYER (215)

In 1938, the South Foyer was furnished with objects that probably originated from the
Vanderbilts’ New York townhouse at 459 Fifth Avenue. The sofa (VAMA 472) was placed on
the west wall and the lounge (the mate to the one in the North Foyer) was next to the east wall.

Of more significance was the display of paintings found here. All three probably came from
the painting collection at 459 Fifth Avenue. Two of these paintings remain in their proper
positions: the Market Scene by Reutlingen (VAMA 476) and the Lady in Garden by Girard
(VAMA 475). The third painting, Russian Sleighing Party by Kowalski, was removed from

the west wall by Mrs. Van Alen by 1940. In its place she installed a painting of The Duchess of
Cleveland (VAMA 477) that was probably removed from the Vanderbilt townhouse at 1025
Fifth Avenue in 1938. Mrs. Van Alen installed similar paintings in matching frames, removed
from 1025, in her Drawing Room at Wakefield.

Since the placement of the portrait postdates the Vanderbilt occupancy, and it is out of
character for the Hyde Park mansion, one option would be to remove it from the Foyer
(shown in Option 1). If the Sleighing Party cannot be located and acquired, the west wall
would be an ideal location to display some of the other oil paintings that probably originated
from 459 Fifth Avenue. In 1938, several of these paintings were found in the Third Floor Pink
Room (326).

In Option 1, the walnut table (VAMA 478) remains next to the west wall with the model of
the Warrior displayed on its surface. In Option 2, the table is removed and the sofa is placed
against the wall. A reproduction of the extant lounge currently in the North Foyer should be
produced and placed next to the east wall. In both options, a small Chinese teakwood stand
with inset marble top is shown placed between the south wall doorways, as it was in 1938.
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Figure 71. Second floor South Foyer (215) furnishings location plan, Option 1 (upper drawing)
and Option 2 (lower drawing).
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SECOND FLOOR NORTH FOYER (216)

The North Foyer retains all of the furnishings in place in 1938, and each piece is in its proper
location. Two of the pieces, the lounge (VAMA 325) and the serving table (VAMA 323), may
have originated from 459 Fifth Avenue. The marble top table (VAMA 324) featured a “French
style brass clock” that was removed by 194o0. In its place, the French clock by Henry Dasson
(VAMA 751), now displayed in the First Floor Hall, could be installed.

The three paintings also remain in their 1938 locations. The empty wall space, immediately
south of the door to the Blue Bedroom, might be an ideal location to display one of the oil
paintings currently in storage.

The 1938 Curry inventory indicates that “Italian red velvet” portieres were located in this
Foyer, probably in the south opening to the hall. If evidence for the rod that supported these
fabric panels can be found, then reproductions should be installed.

Figure 72. Second floor North Foyer (216) furnishings location plan.
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RED BEDROOMS’ BATHROOM (220)

The few furnishings located here in 1938 were probably placed along the north wall, the only
available space. A linen roller shade (ivory) should be installed in the window opening.
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Figure 73. Red Bedrooms’ Bathroom (220) furnishings location plan.
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Figure 74. Vanderbilt Mansion third floor key plan. JGWA, 2014.




GUEST HALL (301)

The long, irregularly shaped Guest Hall apparently served as a catch-all for odd furnishings
from various locations. The 1938 Curry inventory records an array of mismatched furniture
and various works of art, including two tapestries. The proposed plan duplicates this
condition and includes several pieces that were in the hall in 1938 as well as the addition of the
red upholstered sofa to be placed along the west wall.

An important original feature of this hall is the trellis-patterned wall-to-wall carpet, currently
in storage. The carpet should be reproduced and installed. Linen roller shades (ivory) should
be installed on the windows that open to the light well.

9
2
3
7
9,13 S N
10

0 5 FEET $

Figure 75. Guest Hall (301) furnishings location plan.
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LAVENDER ROOM (303)

All of the furnishings noted in the 1938 Curry inventory remain in the room or in the VAMA
collections except for the Sormani roll-top desk, which was removed by Mrs. Van Alen and is
currently at Chauteau-sur-Mer in Newport. The desk and a giltwood cane chair (possibly the
un-numbered chair currently in Mrs. Vanderbilt’s bedroom) were placed here after removal
from some other more prominent location in the house, such as the Reception Room.

For this plan, the Herter suite is arranged as shown in the 1964 Chambers photographs. The
oak table (VAMA 189), not of the same quality as the Herter suite, was probably placed here
at an undetermined date to serve as a writing table, an amenity common to all of the guest
rooms.

Unfortunately, there is no photographic evidence for the window treatments. The extant
hardware and marks on the window trim match those in the Pink Room, indicating that
similar curtain panels with tiebacks, Austrian blinds, and roller shades were used in the
opening. It is likely that the fabric matched the Toile de Jouy used on the wall and at the
dressing table.
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Figure 76. Lavender Room (303) furnishings location plan.
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EMPIRE ROOM (304)

All of the furnishings included in the 1938 Curry inventory remain in the room or in storage.
The chaise lounge, upholstered arm chair, small round table, and curved back arm chair

are placed in groups flanking the fireplace. The case pieces are placed on the east and west
walls— the dresser and oval mirror to the east between the two electric wall brackets and the
washstand next to the west electric wall bracket.

The small dressing table (VAMA 399, 74) placed next to the bed may have functioned as a
desk. This use is confirmed by the items included in the 1938 Curry inventory: a nine-piece
brass desk set, French inkwell in bronze and marble, and brass and glass pen tray. One of the
side chairs is placed in front of the dressing table/desk.

The original window curtain panels should be removed from storage and installed at the
windows. If reproduction curtain panels are produced, then a decision needs to be made
concerning whether to match the faded color of the original artifacts or to produce the new
fabric to match the original unfaded green color of the silk. Ivory linen roller shades should be
installed.
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Figure 77. Empire Room (304) furnishings location plan.
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27-29

23

25,30

THIRD FLOOR GREEN BEDROOM (306)

The various pieces of furniture installed here were made into a suite by the application
of white paint. All of the furnishings included in the 1938 Curry inventory remain in the
collections, except for a small lacquered commode and an octagonal tripod stand.

The plan generally places the furniture as seen in the 1964 Chambers photographs, with the
washstand near the bathroom and the desk and dresser near the windows. An additional
piece that belongs with this “suite” is the dressing table (VAMA 560) that in 1938 was in Mrs.
Vanderbilt’s bathroom. It may have been used here prior to the introduction of the desk, or it
was possibly placed on the east wall adjacent to the door to the bathroom (but then the door
could not fully open).

Ivory linen roller shades and the original “striped silk damask” curtain panels (or
reproductions) should be installed and made operable with the pulley system. The plum wall-
to-wall carpet should be reproduced and installed.

37-39
35 23 27-29 ‘ ‘

] ¥ Figure 78. Third floor Green Bedroom (306)
5 @ @ furnishings location plan.
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THIRD FLOOR SERVICE HALL

How this extensive area was used remains unknown, beyond its use as a passage. The larger
area at the south end, flanking the light well, is ample enough to have functioned as an area
for the household staff to relax. The 1938 Curry inventory places a chintz day bed and a single
door maple chiffonier somewhere in this hall, as well as a cedar chest containing blankets,
indicating that the Hall may have been used as shared living space or storage. The plan places
these furnishings in the large area at the north end of the hall. The two windows feature linen
roller shades (ivory), and the floor is covered in wall-to-wall carpet.

0 5 FEET @

Figure 79. Third floor Service Hall furnishings location plan.
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MAIDS’ ROOMS (307, 308, 3009, 310)

These four rooms are furnished in a similar manner, with simple mass produced oak furniture
and iron beds. The windows should have ivory linen roller shades.

In 1938, room 308 included two bamboo style chairs painted white. In 1964, one of these chairs
was located in the Lavender Bedroom. There was also a white painted rocker in the room, an
amenity not found in the adjacent Maid’s Rooms. One of the Maids’ Rooms should include
some personal items belonging to the occupant. Such items might include books; magazines
and newspapers; photographs; desk accessories; and items on the dresser and washstand,
including towels.
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Figure 80. Maid’s Room (307) furnishings location plan.
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Figure 81. Maid’s Room (308) furnishings location plan.
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Figure 82. Maid’s Room (309) furnishings location plan.
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Figure 83. Maid’s Room (310) furnishings location plan.

268 Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site — Historic Furnishings Report — Implementation Plan



(1004 pdiyl) uoisuely ay3 jo A3AINS

1e215Ayd Jo yoday,, ‘IS "E¥6L Ul WOOJ Ul Speys J3||oY MOPUIA

"24Inboy '9peys 19]|04 10 3DUSPIAS SOPIY YSes Wols *(K10A1) apeys J3]j0Y V/N Ll

0LX.9 1o00|4

.w‘__3_0u< .>‘_Oucw>c_ \C‘_:U 3¢61 *6na 100}j} di3sswog Y/N ol

S||lem yinos

pue yuopn

‘leisu "A1o3uaaur 1nD 8E6L *(2) sareyd apis poom 110D 6

*9bel01s wouy "9]ge} aUYM sisi| K1ojuanul AuunD 8L 11em 1SS\

3|ge1eo ||eisu| ‘A101uanul K1InD g6 1L *a|qe) |jews V/N 8

‘abelols wouy "JOJIW pue J3SSAIP 9UYM SIs1| A10JudAUL A1UND) 8E6 L ||em yinos

19SS3Ip Y eo ||e1su] ‘K1ojuanul K1nD 861 *lollIW pue J13ssaiq V/N /
‘abelols

wioJj pueisysem ‘puelsysem a1lym sisl| >\_Oucm>c_ \C\_:U 8€61 l1em yiyioN

3eo ||eisu| ‘A1o1uanul K1InD g€6 L ‘pueisysep V/N 9

‘J91J0JWOd UOKN0D

*(3950|D pauled Jo/pue ‘peasdspaq uopod ‘pealds uljsnw JdIMa|pued e 3q p|nod) pag

24Inbdy 91IYM pue wooy uauii s,djaH) A103uaaul £1inD) €61 ‘peasdspag V/N S

pag

.w‘__3_0u< .AEOOE uauif m\Q_va >‘_Oucw>c_ \C‘_:U 3¢61 *sj}o9ys uojjo) Y/N ¥

pag

.m\___iuu< .AEOOW_ uauif mh_m_n_v >‘_Opcm>c_ \C‘_:U 8¢61 ANV «I\,, PO AWl 10 paiaploiqua mwmuugo___n_ uljshiy Y/N ¢

pag

.w‘__3_0u< .>‘_Oucw>c_ \C‘_:U 3¢61 ANV SMOoJ|id Y/N c
‘Ssalljew

Co_uus_uo‘_o_w‘_ [|eM 1Sap\

pue paq a4inboy ‘A1o01uanul K1InD 861 *ssa4)jew pue paq ajbuis uod| V/N L

NOILOY JDN3IAIAT 1>3rdao #VINVYA NOILYDO1

(oLE) WOOY S.AIVYIN

Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site — Historic Furnishings Report — Implementation Plan 269



|lem 1S9

‘urelay "jueIxy *39ypdeAq [[em d1II3|F SN €1
"9AIDSUOD |lem 1S9
pue uleiay ‘Jueixy *10je1pey N ZL
NOILDY 3DN3AIAT 1>3rao #VYIWVA NOILYDO1

(oLE) WOOY S.AIVIN

270 Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site — Historic Furnishings Report — Implementation Plan



SEWING ROOM/LADY’S MAID’S ROOM (311)

The white painted suite in this room is of a better quality than the oak pieces found in

the smaller rooms occupied by the maids. The furniture is placed as shown on the 1942
drawing based on the interview with Theresa Farley. The third floor had two sewing rooms
by 1927, according to Mrs. Farley. The lady’s maid needed her own space for mending Mrs.
Vanderbilt’s clothes; linens, etc. would have been handled by other servants in another room.

This is the only servant’s room that includes wall-to-wall carpeting, an indication of the
occupant’s status among the staff. A sewing machine is placed here, based on the drawing,
and to reference the sometime use of this space as the sewing room; a lady’s maid needed easy

access to a sewing machine when mending. The window should have an ivory linen roller
shade.
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Figure 84. Sewing Room/Lady’s Maid’s Room (311) furnishings location plan.
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MAID’S ROOM (314)

The quality of the furnishings in this room in 1938 was much better than the furniture used in
the other rooms occupied by the servants. The mahogany suite is equal to the quality of the
painted furniture used in the guest bedrooms.

The proposed plan is based on the 1942 interview with Theresa Farley. That plan includes the
chest of drawers (VAMA 1043) not currently in the room but does not include the dresser
(VAMA 1059). Option 1 places the chest on the east wall. Option 2 makes use of both case
pieces and places the chest and dresser together on that wall. In both options, the bed is
placed in the southwest corner, either along the west wall or along the south wall as shown in
the Farley plan. The white painted table, not part of the suite, serves as a writing table and is
positioned in front of the locked northeast door. This may be one of the three extant white
enamel finished breakfast tables. The other two tables are placed in the Mauve Room and the
third floor Green Room.
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Figure 85. Maid’s Room (314) furnishings location plan: Option 1 (upper drawing)
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and Option 2 (lower drawing).
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SERVANT’S ROOM (315)

This room is simply furnished with the same oak pieces used in the other servants’ rooms.
Also included are an oak arm chair and a floor lamp (as listed in the 1938 Curry inventory).
The windows include linen roller shades (ivory).

12
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Figure 86. Servant’s Room (315) furnishings location plan.

278 Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site — Historic Furnishings Report — Implementation Plan



TLX6 1004

*2JInbdy *K103uUaAUl A1IND €61 *siamojy yum 6ni anjq onsawoq V/N L

‘0v61 Ag panoway 1S9MUMON

*21inboy ‘K103uUaAUl A1IND €61 ‘dwej 100}) je3B V/N oL

MopuIM

yHou JeaN

‘lleisul *K103uUaAUl A1IND 8E61L *A1eyd wue yeQ 110D 6

s|lem 1sea

pue 1sa\

‘|le3su| *K103uUaAUl A1IND €61 *sa1eyd apis yeo om| 17100 8

|lem 1S9

‘lleisul *K103uUaAUl A1IND 8E61L *195S34p )eQ 110D /

|lem 1seg

‘|le3su| *K103uUaAUl A1IND €61 ‘pueisysem yeQ 170D 9
*1910JWO0d U010

‘(39500 paiuled lo/pue ‘peaidspag uonod ‘pealds uljsnw YdImajpued e 3q pjnod pag

*a1inboy 31YM pue wooy uauiT s,d|aH) A1oausaul A11nD €61 ‘peaidspag V/N S

paq

*2JINbdy ‘(wooy uaur s,d|aH) A1oauaaul AN gs6 L *S199Ys U010)H V/N ¥

pag

‘2Jinboy ‘(wooy uaui s,d|oH) A1oauaaul AN gE6 L *(2) .\, P}1RW J0 paJIaploIqud saseomoljid uiisniy V/N €

paq

*21inboy *K103uUaAUl A1IND €61 *moj|id V/N z

"ssaipew |lem yinos

pue paq aiinboy *K103uUaAUl A1IND €61 *ssaJ1jew pue paq ajbuis uoJj V/N L

NOILDVY IDON3AIAT 1>3rao #VYWVA NOILVYDO1

(SLE) WOOY S.INVAY3S

Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site — Historic Furnishings Report — Implementation Plan 279



|lem 1S9

‘ulelay ‘Juelxy 39)dRIq [|[eM d1433]3 SN vl

MopuIM

yuou JesN

ulelay ueIxg “103e1pey ON €l
(1004 pdiyl) uoisuely ay3 jo A3AINS

1e21sAyd Jo 1oday, ‘| "EF6L Ul W00 Ul Speys J3jjoy SMOPUIM

"24inboy "9peyYs 19|04 10} DDUSPIAD SIPIY YSes W03 *(2) (K1oA1) apeys 13]j0y V/N ZL

NOILOY IDN3IAIAT 1>3rgao #VINVA NOILYDO1

(SLE) WOOY S.INVAY3S

280 Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site — Historic Furnishings Report — Implementation Plan



YACHT ROOM (316)

This room has been a storage space since its construction. The McKim, Mead & White plan
labels it as the “Yacht Room;” by 1938, it still stored items from the yacht, but there were also
paintings, steamer trunks, and a quantity of decorative objects.

Very little has changed in this room, and it continues to be used for storage. If placed on
exhibit, it should be cleared of the items that are currently stored in it. A few of the items from
the yacht that are in the collection, along with other furnishings not usually on view, such as
Mr. Vanderbilt’s banjo, could be displayed on the shelves.
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SERVANT’S ROOM (328)

This room is simply furnished with the same oak pieces used in the other servants’ rooms. The
window includes an ivory linen roller shade.

13
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Figure 87. Servant’s Room (328) furnishings location plan.
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SEWING/PRESSING ROOM (318)

Based on the McKim, Mead & White plan, this room was originally intended to function

as a servant’s bedroom. By 1927, it was used as a sewing and pressing room (according to an
interview with Theresa Farley and the 1942 plan based on her memories). Itis likely that the
change happened when the mansion was fully staffed, while Mrs. Vanderbilt was alive; after
her death, the lady’s maid’s room with its sewing machine was available and there would be
no need for a second sewing space. Moreover, the “old” sewing machine in the 1938 Curry
inventory implies that it had been in use for some time. Therefore, the plan interprets the
room as the sewing/pressing room.

The small room includes a folding ironing board rather than a large pressing table. The
washstand remains in the room from the time this was originally a servant’s bedroom.

0 5 FEET

Figure 88. Sewing/Pressing Room (318) furnishings location plan.
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SERVANT’S ROOM (319)

This room is simply furnished with the same oak pieces used in the other servants’ rooms. The
Windsor arm chair distinguishes this room from the others. An ivory linen roller shade covers
the window.
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Figure 89. Servant’s Room (319) furnishings location plan.
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SERVANT’S ROOM (320)

This room is simply furnished with the same oak pieces used in the other servants’ rooms, but
also includes a rocker. An ivory linen roller shade covers the window.
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Figure 90. Servant’s Room (320) furnishings location plan.
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TRUNK ROOM/STORAGE ROOM (321)

Although designated as the “Trunk Room” on the McKim, Mead & White plan, few trunks
would have fit between the original built-in cabinets that line the walls. By 1938, the room
stored a large number of linens and decorative objects, hidden in the enclosed cupboards
and in the drawers. The plan shows the room with one cupboard door open, to display some
of the fine objects in the collection not otherwise exhibited. The original free-standing chest
near the south wall remains in place.
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Figure 91. Trunk Room/Storage Room (321) furnishings location plan.
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HOUSEKEEPER’S HALL

This passage is part of the housekeeper’s third floor suite of rooms. While it is recommended
that the adjacent Housekeeper’s Sitting Room and Bedroom be furnished as they appeared
during the World War II period, there is no evidence for the furnishing of this hall (other
than that the wardrobe had been given to a local church). It is recommended that the Hall be
interpreted, like the other third floor rooms, as it appeared during the Vanderbilt occupancy.

The plan for this passage reflects its appearance in 1938 (and presumably earlier), with the
walnut wardrobe (VAMA 3923) placed next to the west wall. Linen roller shades (ivory) and
a simple pair of curtain panels are installed at the single window. Wall-to-wall carpet should
cover the floor.

0 5 FEET

Figure 92. Housekeeper’s Hall furnishings location plan.
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HOUSEKEEPER’S SITTING ROOM (322)

If this room originally functioned as a maid’s bedroom, as shown on the McKim, Mead &
White plans, then it was furnished like the adjoining rooms. At an undetermined date, a door
was inserted in the south wall connecting to the Housekeeper’s Bedroom, forming a suite of
three rooms. This space became her sitting room. In 1938, the furniture found here included
a mixed array of pieces including a mahogany dresser (VAMA 1059) that was part of the suite

located in one of the Maid’s Rooms (314).

The proposed plan interprets the room as it may have appeared during the war years (1942-
45) when occupied by Franklin Roosevelt’s telephone operator. Although the Vanderbilt
furnishings were removed from the room and placed in storage at that time, it is possible
that some of the less important items remained in the room. This plan includes Vanderbilt
furnishings as well as items acquired to serve the room’s new war function. The introduced
furnishings include two army cots (based on cots in documentary photographs of CCC
camps) and a cabinet switchboard placed on the south wall, near the closet housing the

telephone cable.

The Vanderbilt curtains were probably replaced by blackout curtains but the linen roller
shades would remain in place. The large oriental rug in the room in 1938 was probably
removed for the room’s war-time function. No traces of wallpaper have been found on the
walls, other than the pieces of blue paper found behind the radiator in the 1950s. Therefore,

this plan does not recommend papering the room.
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Figure 93. Housekeeper’s Sitting Room (322) furnishings location plan.
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Figure 94. (Above) A telephone
switchboard and operator, 1941. Library
of Congress.

Figure 95. (Left) A Western Electric
switchboard, circa 1945, from a recent
auction. https://www.1stdibs.com/
furniture/more-furniture-collectibles/
historical-memorabilia/vintage-western-
electric-telephone-switchboard/id-
f_899397/.
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Figure 96. Examples of furnishings for the Housekeeper’s Suite. (Above left) Telegraph equipment from the
telegraph desk at the New York Times in September of 1942. Library of Congress. (Above right) An Arvin space
heater from a private collection. http://thereluctantpaladin.blogspot.com/2011/03/arvin-space-heater-restoration.
html. (Below) CCC cots are clearly shown in this image of the barracks of Company 3494 in Dekalb, Mississippi,
circa 1935. University of Southern Mississippi Libraries.
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HOUSEKEEPER’S BEDROOM (323)

This room was the Housekeeper’s Bedroom. When a connecting door was inserted, the
bedroom formed part of her suite that included the adjacent bathroom (324) and sitting room

(322).

The proposed plan interprets the room as it may have appeared during the war years (1942-
45) when occupied by Franklin Roosevelt’s telegrapher. The room includes some of the
Vanderbilt pieces (some items were placed in storage or distributed to other buildings on the
estate), as well as new items brought in to serve the room’s wartime use. The housekeeper’s
brass bed is replaced by two army cots. Telegraph equipment is located on a table next to the
north wall near where the related wiring enters the room. A small electric space heater is also
placed nearby. The typewriter shown on the Sitting Room plan could be displayed in this
room instead. The Vanderbilt curtains were probably replaced by blackout curtains, but the
linen roller shades remained in place.
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Figure 97. Housekeeper’'s Bedroom (323) furnishings location plan.
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HOUSEKEEPER’S BATHROOM (324)

This room retains all of the original plumbing fixtures including the bathtub. The
Housekeeper’s suite is furnished to interpret the war years (1942-45). The shower head and
curtain rod, installed in 1942, should remain in the bathroom. An ivory linen roller shade
should be installed at the window along with a black-out curtain.
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Figure 98. Housekeeper’s Bathroom (324) furnishings location plan.
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SMALL PINK BEDROOM (325)

This small room is of secondary importance among the ten guest bedrooms, because it has
no direct access to a bathroom. The furnishing of the room seems to support this status. The
brass bed and the mismatched mahogany furniture are of lesser quality than the pieces found
in the other third floor guest rooms.

This room is noteworthy because it is the only guest room to retain its original 1899 wallpaper.
The plan includes the furniture noted in the 1938 Curry inventory. The dresser (VAMA 195)
and washstand (VAMA 193) form a suite, but the nightstand (VAMA 196) is a lesser quality
piece. The surviving chair with a rush seat (VAMA 81) is one of three in the room in 1938. The
painted and decorated arm chair with the slat back (VAMA 1074) is part of a suite of painted
furniture ornamented with delicately painted floral motifs, and it is possible that the more
feminine set was originally used here. It would be complimented by the floral stripe wallpaper
and the floral patterned carpet originally in the room. The window treatment includes
operable cotton curtain panels, possibly a pull-up curtain (Austrian blind), and a linen roller
shade (ivory).

18 13

‘H 7

131 6
10-11 19
on mantel

oO—— O

13 1-2

’ [ s e
O— 0
12 0 5 FEET

Figure 99. Small Pink Bedroom (325) furnishings location plan.
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PINK BEDROOM (326)

The complete suite of furniture for this bedroom, included in the 1938 Curry inventory,
remains in the room and in storage. The pieces are placed as shown in the 1964 Chambers
photographs with the exception of the small desk (VAMA 143), which is placed on the south
wall next to the bed along with the side chair with the carved back splat. The windows include
the operable rose chintz curtain panels, pull-up curtains (Austrian blinds), and linen roller
shades (ivory).

The 1936 Curry inventory recorded six paintings in the room. They were probably placed here
when Mr. Vanderbilt occupied the room at various times in later life.

For this plan the paintings are placed in various locations on the second floor but the family
photograph in gilt frame (VAMA 167) could be placed on the north wall above the dresser
where it is seen in the 1964 photograph.

18

‘—, Figure 100. PinkBedroom(326)furnishings
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THIRD FLOOR BATHROOMS (302, 305, 312, 317)

The two bathrooms used by Vanderbilt guests (302 and 305) and the two for the servants

(312 and 317) were all affected by the 1943 renovations for President Roosevelt’s detail. The
bathtubs were removed and replaced with shower stalls, and new light fixtures were installed
in the servants’ bathrooms.

The stalls should remain as testament to that brief (1942-45) but significant phase of the World
War IT use of the house by President Roosevelt’s staff and security detail. This means that the
bathrooms cannot be fully restored. The following plans allow for the later changes to remain,
but place the painted white furniture, mats, and decorative objects found in the bathrooms in
1938. Recommendations are also included for towels. The bathrooms could also be exhibited
empty of furnishings.

The north bathroom (317) is very different in character than the other bathrooms. There are
no tile finishes, and different plumbing fixtures. The linoleum now in place was installed in
1943; if it is ever removed, the floor can be investigated for earlier finishes.
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Figure 101. Pink/Lavender Rooms’ Bathroom (302) furnishings location plan.
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Figure 102. Empire Room/Green Room Bathroom (305) furnishings location plan.
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Figure 103. Bathroom (312) furnishings location plan.
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Figure 104. Bathroom (317) furnishings location plan.
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THIRD FLOOR MAIDS’ CLOSET

This room has remained relatively intact since the Vanderbilt occupancy. The closet can be
interpreted as is, but a full restoration would require removing the NPS electrical panel and
switches, and restoring the faucet and chain on the slop sink.

0 5 FEET

Figure 105. Third floor Maids’ Closet furnishings location plan.
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