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 ANENT our . article on the' bemsuq the o
| Native Public Opimion says i— ) s
%R9 | ﬂﬂ?ﬁcﬂﬂ A b WTCQ‘T, i l‘l | - We feel thankful to.our con temporan '_f-._-;;;:.:-o_f the

H[® Wzn'qe A 31;@1, T‘IE ajca \‘3 W 'ﬂ’i  ' Amrlta Bazar Pattrika for the above array of
Our grea.t weakness is thchal a'strong. -~

it facts, Vi
body makeq its possesser a. brave. and active =
‘man. " Bravery and activity make one adven-
“turous, and his country'z fauyous It is high time ©
i I IO natives to draw stheir attention to the 1m=-
US| provement of their physical strength, seeing that
7~ | they are not wahtmg 11 wany uthLI‘ respects to
% 1| cope m.esﬁfql ly with any nation on the face of Zie
. WW‘W‘[CJ‘[ Eﬁ the ea;rth van a.sla_ mast be the watch word
BB it a,tws _‘:*ﬁ)r som e time, au d t,h av

BRI WG c QW WTCQ ‘31 ( il s hou ld' 'sga_ that- t
G A R o Lo - dgereise _f'j'-e't,neiv f isa bm L Wi al ow th
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- We earuuﬂv befr our natwe readers to think
sermualy over what has been quoted above from

Amrxba Bazar Pattrika.

L Wt the idea once pr avail that it 1s
T".ff.ht)nu rable to be strong and brave and
,'-?f? thene will be no want of physical exercise
.~ in the country. Government refuses to |
:f?ff{help us here, and to exlst as a uatlon we
mﬂ st he]p our sel T -

-000

-THE Saturday Review 10 a lecl.dmg article
tm Native P ress says i— -
fhe native prese is only one among many
mamfestatwna of newly-bom man v-elded L1)-
;ff_‘i’}ﬁff tellectual energy Wlnch i~ making itself felt over
. the whole of Iudn and which contrasts curious-
]ﬁ with ordinary notions of Oriental apathy. Its
i tene and rapid development are a sign of that
; “new era about which the rulers themgelves. are
"bécommg as eloguent as a,ny of those whom the
Hmdoeﬁ editors love to call *‘ the children of the
| ' TFour years aft-er the Mutinv there were
30 aII Bengal only ﬁve vernacular papers—one
pubhshed weeklv one bi-weekly, one tri-weekly,
& and two ddllV | In eight years the num Thie
»  reached thirty-eig On the Bombay side there
3?ffi;:,';j';jft_;;,@'f;Jere. aceor dmw to a receut estimate no less than
& between . ﬁfty and sixty publlce{mne of the sort,
I‘ - more or less succeasfully maintaiuing the strutmlc
5 dgr existence. It is uuoccrtain what the increase
may have been for the last vear or two; but
ul‘rnost every new number of an Indian Journal
 makes brief announceweut of a fresh addition.
e prlce of ma,ny of these periodicals 1s only’
ﬂm:re pie, or half-a-farthing. Evidently India is
. rapidly ,attaining the glory of what Mr. Carlyle
'vould call her writing era, Qur tellow-aubgeets
B are actua.lly dreammg of establishing a Hindoo
o« Punch.” A Parsec “Punch” already exists,
b but it appears that its editor is too exglusive in
his attention to his own -particular enemies.
h-'l‘he Hindoos have a rich vein of humour in them,
Iund it happens that just at present Bengal is in
. a condition uncommoly suggestive of subjects
fer cartoon&m One can fancy the zest with which
iy dusky TLeech or Tenniel would caricature His
Honour the Lieutenant-Governor in the act of
J____lecturing the puzzled natives on the * ad vantages
- of Cempulsory Self-Government,” or amusing
- the Calcutta Umvemty Syudleate by challengmg
it to declare “ What is the verna.cular language
f«’he ooim try iy . .

" i*‘f;—? _‘

we
el ik ;
= I T T
d " d

.H' .

r

I.

Qs

***

R o ﬂecretar of State condescends to
ex ain #0 hha taxapayers of India, in the
las Ga zette of I ndza what he has done
o with their money. Sometime ago he ut-
~ tered in all sincere ty no doubt that he was
~ doing his best to spend the revenues for
he advantage of the cou utry. - ‘His Grace

_eer tainly dld so when he mvested the cash
J;a,la,n ce at his command and realised the
Sum of upwards of 43 lacs. 1t is very
~ curivus that such a *fact should be men-.
tloned with varked approbation.” The
thmg is, our Governmeut is so strongly
5_ det.elmmed to lock its cash up in its rusty
L aron. safe to the detriment of the interests

uf the couutry that the action of the State
Secretal y was somewhat unusual. One

I ng 1s clear Go vernment 18 determined
‘and to keep it |

ngt 10 part Wl th 1ts 03 14

R 1y
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natilized for times of emergency.
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cecount after all confirms what ths Econo- |,

' _expectatlons formed of him by the ‘people,
Phis |

of re d 17 bo é i--'_','fWhen he came we welcomed him as a mes- :
Wd 08 ko S maﬁeg .is’iah for we sadly wanted one, and England
& _.__wue wnee enough to see the necessity of

',',Eendmf one Hls Lordshlp has been cour- |

e e

I attentlon of the people is engrossed how
to take care of their money, the princely
| grants of the duke bring no prqtest, but
{ joy.  We are told that his grace 1s devo-
| tedly attached to his own money ; so that
' he seldom varts with 1t but with the gr eat-
est reluctance, 1fthis be a fact then His
Graces liberality is easily explained.
Evéry man has "his humours, hobbys and
moods and the duke has his. ~ Wheii in an
economical mood he goes home and coun’s
his doublins and sees that they are kept safe.
But when the divinity of liberality enlivens
| his mind and expands his heart, he hurries
from home of course by rail to the India

office to distribute his blessings all
round. When—
Others money in hand ’tis given,

It blesses like the dews of heaven.

000

Tue GoverNor GENERAL—We heartily
welcome back Liord Northbrook. He came
and went away to the Hills. IHeat last
moved, but moved not to the metropolis
but to other parts of the country. He

: went to Bombay, where he was only late-
ly, immediately before he came to Bengal.
He held Durbars, which we never llked

the nation at large. They always occa-
sioned frightful expenditure, and a barden
to native tax-puyers and the native Princes,

who again squeezed the amount from their
subjects What useful purpose they serve
we know not, they might have given plea-
sure and gratlﬁcatlon to Lord Lawrence
because he rose from the ranks, but Lord
Northbrook is certainly above these feel-

ings.

‘Durbar rooms were not the best places for

If His Lordship was anxious to ob- |
serve the people entrusted to his care, *

that. Mr. Campbell adop ted a better plan,

villages, sometimes almost unattended, con-

versing with the people asking questions on |
all sub]ecfs taxation, educatlon, generation,
and so forth. Howevm we trust Lord l
Northbrook must have learnt by this time |
one great truth, so- generally ignored or |
mis-represented. The basis of half of the |
mistakes committed by Indian Statesmen |
18 the impression that what 1s good for

_Eugland is good for India That was the
impression with ‘which His Lordship un-
doubtedlv landed in ‘the country. L\then‘,

pressed to express lis opinion upon the%I
road cess, His Lordship who was then Just

arrived said, that he would support it, be-|
cause local taxes were raised in Eno'la,ndg
for local purposeTEhs obgervations must
have ¢onvinced him by this time that In{ |
dia is not Lngla.nd His Lordshi p has spent
8 months n the country, though 1n one
corner of it, and he i is just coming back to
‘the metropolis. 1t is time that we should
review his career, 1t 8 time that we
should examine how far he has realized the

he held rarely a.ny Dmbar but roamed 1n '

; and as far as we know, never liked by
|

e
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~ improvements had thrown the whole nation *
into consternation ; he found that the law
contmned prowsnons caleulated to alarm a
nation ; but he was newly airived and\
without interfering with the measures deli-
berately introduced by his. predecessors,
he suspended the operation of the act, and
referred the matter and the numerous pro-
tests against it to the State Secretary.
The first of January draws nigh, and we

day ot the year, a day cf naticnic mourn-
ing. We are confident that His Lcrdship
very well kunows, that he has raised ex-
pectations by suspending the act, winch it
will be positively cruel to disappomt. We
thank him from the bottom of our heart,

for what he has already done. The next
great act of His Lordship was to enquire
which tax pressed the people most. The

{

sures,

very na.ture of the inquiry raises hopes
that he has determined to abolish the most
heavy ot all the taxes, and that he was
economically inclined. 1t shows also, which
cheers us most, that he 1s alive to the wel-
fare of India. Even here His Lordship
has not done all he could do. He wanted
to know which tax oppressed the people
most, and the bes! persons who could give
him this lformation were the people and
not Government servauts who rarely mix
W1th them or know any thing about them.
In Bengal it was at least quit® possible,
there are so many respectable political
bodies in Bengal that thev would have
been very glad to help the Governor Ge-
neral with their advice and undoubted ex-
perience. It is not yet too late we pre-
sume. The next popular sbep which His
Lordship took was to give heed to the
universal complamt raised by the people
of Benoal aaalnst the raonicipality bill of
Mu. Ca,mpbel] 'The bill was passed in
‘the local Councils 6 months ago, and as
yet His Lordship has not given his assent
to the bill. Thus Lord Northbroolt has
given 1nd1ca.t10ns of "a liberal policy,
though as yet he has not given “finish” to
any of his acts. He has doue more, he
has given pea,ce to the Iand ‘No new
taxes have been 1mposed and no ‘new
measure introduced during His Lordship’s
Viceregalty. We are aﬁmd of new mea-

because new measures generally

prove more 0ppresswe than the old ones
which they dlsplace Smce the time of

| Lord La.vsrence no measure has been intro- -

duced by the British Governmenb whlch
has given sahsfactwn. or rather not dmeatls-'

faction to the. people. Tndeed the state
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Sl carry out his policy without any check

.was with something more than surprise

‘ation of the Crlmlnal Code.

given as y=t no rep]y to the numerous

of

who as a rule, ought to set a good example

butes not a

their \zouths
- ”_temp]ate
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that they viewed his suspension of the oper-
The great
]mobl em yet to be solved by Lord North-
brook is education i in Bengal. His Lord-
ship promised a great deal, but as yet
practically he has done nothing. He has

petitions forward ed to him by the people
He has allowed Mr. Campbell

of Bengal.
whatever~ and the suspicion is gradually
oaining ground that the Governor Gener- |
al is not opposed to the educational policy
the Lieutenant Governor. If this
comes out true, terrible will be the dis-
appoibtment. '

DRUNRENNE%S — A contempor aly says that
the Amir of Cabul is determined, if possi-

000—— - ' |

ble, to put & stop to drunkenness which 1s
very prevalent amongst all classes of peo-
ple there.

nished, especially amongst the nobility,

‘While such 18 the

line of policy pursued by the semi- _civilized
king of a turbulent race, the enllo‘htened

to the lower classes.

English rulers of a most peaceful nationare |

ac tually forcing upon the people the use
of different sorts of ardent spirits and in-
toxwatmg drucrs. Excise is a favorite de-
partment of our Government and 1t contri-
smell sum to the revenue of

India. The financial results of this De-
_partment lass year was R... 7,301,483
~—an 1ncrease of about 3 Iakhs Qur ex-

pensive Gover nment can hardly afford to
do away with a department which contri-

butes so lm oe a sum to its coffer. 1t was

~an evil day for India when with the Eng-

I:sh 01v111za.t1uu the curse of drunkenness

was 1mported inlo this land. Since the
“introduction of this vice, how many inno-
cent families have been ruined, how many

wives rendered widows, how mauy children
thrown helpless upon the wide wide world,

_and how many intelligent, promising and

’patnotlc souls ca,rrled away 1n the bloom of
it sickens our heart to con-

The rute of

~_increase of this vice amongsb the people of

b)' Ba.bu Knsim«. Mohun M

~ India, cannot ‘be properly ascertained,
,for no vntal or criminal statatistics of the _.pra,ctlcable yet, we belleve, Gnvemment'
..countt'y were ever taken but if the i mcrease_ -mlght doa greé.t« deal t,a check the progress

of money value of bra.ndy a.nd other ardent: | of this vice.

r splrtts and the increase of excise revenue:f
% .___.'.',;throw a-ny hght on the subject thgn surely.;

7 t vaSt stndes.

I i i‘ _. i

He h:us issued an order that;
dr unLenness would be most severelv pu- |

If an inquest were held up-
on the thlms of 1ntemperellce what a
dreadful lesson would it teach to the Execu-"
tive Officers of Government'
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that the money value of brandy has risen
from Rs. 228318 in 1830-31 to Rs.
17,17,816 in 1870-71, or nearly 8 times as
much within the last 40 years. This as-

tounding increase cannot be attcibuted to |
the increase of European population, and
our author, with a view to determine how
far the drinks were consumed by the Eu-

ropeans themselves, have, in the absence |

of a regular census, ascertained the num-

bers of all European gentlemea in the |

Bengal Presidency as contained 1n the
divectories from 1830 to 1870, and he gives
the following estimate of European popu- |
lation trom 1830 to 1870 :—

1830 1870
Civilians 521 590
Ministers: 43 200
Millitary Officers ... 26,40- 3,012
Residents 3200 15665
Marine Officers 170 250
‘Shipping say 500 500

7,080 20,217
B 5 needs be borne in mind that the

are exclusive of duties which added to the |

.ﬁ puhish

Ffaztel )

the drunkards more severely.

Nay, we would not object it Governmeny

were to enact a seperate peual law for
| native drunkards more nmd more strin-
gent than the law under which the Eu-

ropean sallors are punished.
M
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amount value of 1830-31, according to the " Ty SRICE WWTCW' EL’T F (R W 5”1 B3+ o

prevailing rate, viz, 20 per cenl ad valorem
would raise it to sa. Rs. 2,73,981 or Co.’s
Rs. 292,246, and of 1870-71 toCo’s Rs.
93.923,555 at 3 Rs. per imperial gallon.
Now if 2,92,246 Rs. worth brandy were
consumed by 7,080 British- residents in

1830-31, then at this rate, 56,290 residents

would have been required to consume this
spirit of the value of Rs. 23,23, 555 1n 1870.

But as the number of European res1dents "
in 1870 does not appear to have exceeded |

20,217, there remained 36,073 to be found

out as new custoniers to whom the balance

of the amount value, viz, Co.’s Rs.
14,88, 400 should be deblted Who these
new customers are 1t 18 not dlfﬁCUIt to

trace. ‘“ It pains me to say’’ says our
author * these are no other than India’s

own children whose a.ncestors hated all |

drinks as abomma,tlons
Thus the vice of drunken ness is eating |

up the v1ta1s of Hindoo Soclety.

in its dominion.
circumstance, and though the entlre ‘aboli-

LLLLLL

Tt as
an admitted fact that the Government |
winks at the growing, mtemperance. for
| the sake of gain though concious of 1its

_evil tendency like any other sober people
We deeply regret this

tion of drmkmg ‘would appear to be im-
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