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What #ay you to this my good friend | In my humble opinion,
if oultivated by men of genius, our sonnet in time would rival
the Italian.
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You again date you letter from ‘‘Bagirhat.” Is this
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lately reading Petraroa—the Italian Poet, and soribbling some
“sonnets” after his manner. There is one addressed to this very
river ¥3V% | I gend you this and another—the Iatter has been
very much liked by several European friends of mine to whom
I have been translating it. I dare say, you will like it too.
Pray, get these sonnets copied and sent to Jatindrs and
Rajnarain and let me know what they think of them. I dare
say the sonnet 'ISW-’(R'?' will do wonderfully well in our
language. I hope to come out with & small volume, one of these

days. I add a third; I flatter myself that since the day of his
death STATHR AW never had such an elégant compliment paid to
him. There's variety for you, my friend. I should wish you to
show these things to Rajendra also, for he is a good judge. Write
to me what you all think of this new style of Poetry. Believe me,
my dear fellow, our Bengali is a very beautiful language, it only
wants men of genius to polish it up.
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I have perused the four sonnets with attention and I should
think they are fully worthy of our poet's pen. Of the four I give
greater preference to two. I mean the one addressed to Jaidev and
the other describing Evening. The ideas of the latter tho' perhaps
not quite original are wholly new in the Bengallee and his adapta-
tions are so peouliarly happy that they almost deserve the oredit
of originality, Our poet takes nothing but what he is sure to
improve, and ideas and sentiments however foreign assume a
natural grace and beauty when they pass thro’ his orucible. The
third sonnet is full of tender feelings but I think it has not the
simplicity and ease which characterize the other two. As desired
I have handed over all the four sonnets together with Michael's
letter to our friend Rajender and I dare say he will be glad to give
them a place in his Periodical. -
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