


THE g
ASIATIC SOCIETY OF BOMBAY N
TOWN HALL, BOMBAY-400 023. g












00020288

v ——— 3

" Printed by (% Woo,
J’oppfu's Cowt, Tleut Street.




TO0 THE
" EARL OT MOIRA, K. G.

GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF INDIA,

‘:§°c. &e. e

MY LORD,

I dedicate this work to you, merely
because I know not of any other public
man so worthy of my esteem.

Had y'our‘.lordship,.,in confo_rl;ity with
the general-wish, been occupied at this
moment in ditecting the councils of that
country, which your life,- character, and
-talents ‘have adorned, this -address would
"have been withheld; for-it might then
{ have appearéd to spring from the sordid
“calculations of interest, or the still meaner
E,suggest_iohs of 'adulation.

L

" It is now only, when you are hastening,
I'trust, to confer blessings on millions,
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,and “about to vindicate the honour of the
British name in the East, that I presume
to. mscmbe this work to you, and beg
leave to acknowledge myself,

My Lord,
Your Lordshxp s most obedient

~and very humb]e servant,
THE AUTHOR,



PREFACE.

ERRESFR

TO write the life of a person, against
whom violent prejudices have long existed,
and treat freely ef one, as yet scarcely cold
in his grave, is a task equally difficult and
delicate. Yet memoirs, such as these, if.
composed with talents and fidelity, would
contribute to rescue English biography from
the charge of penury and partiality, on one
hand, while, by laying bpén the "secret
springs of human action, on the other, they
could not fail both to gratify"and instruct
mankind. -~ . " -

But if, unfortunately, the 'Fau{'hor does
not possess such high pretensions to pub-
lic attention, he, at least, hopes fo be
_entitled to the humbler claims of, candour
and ‘ingenuousness. It is his' chief aim,
on the present occasion, to rescue the
name and character of a celebrated. man
from tunmerited. cbloguy, and: prove, ‘n"otf-,'
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mthstandmg some apparent political ec-

'centrlcmes, that he was a true, able, and

firm friend to thie laws and lll)ertles of his

~pative country. But it is not intended to

describe him as a ‘ faultless monster,” en-

“tirely exempt from all the passions, the

frailties; and:the failings, incident to hu-
manity. He has not drawn an imaginary
pictare, but painted a portrait, from the
living subject. The ends of legitimate bio-

.graphy are best fulfilled, by avoiding un-

merited censure on one hand, and unjust
panegyric ‘on the other. ' , -

The ‘materials of this work consist of
original letters and papers, some of which
haxe been communicated by the family of
the decéased, and others by his friends.’
A vamety of incidents have been supphed
in consequence of an acquamtance of seve-’

_ral years dur'mon and of the various con-

versations, soine were penned. soon. after-.
they occui*x;cd, and others supplied from
1 ' . N f

Inemory.

-1t ‘cannot, be demed that the. corres-
pondence with Mr. Wilkes has, in some
measure, become obsolete, by the lapse of
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time; it was abso]utely necessary how.
ever, to introduce if, for the puiposes of
elucidation; but the speeches from.the
Hustings, ought assuredly to have been
consigned to the Appendix. The letters
‘between Mr. Horne Tooke and Junius
require na apology, as they reflect equal
honour on the head and heart of the
former. ° ' '
. Those who may expect a work favour-

ab]e cither to the views or wishes of any.
+ religious sect, or' political party, must be.
greatly disappointed ; and it is to be hoped,
that the most fastidious ¢ritic. will be un-.
able to discover any thing in these pages
in the smallest degree hostxle to. religion, :
*public morals, or’ the happy genius a‘nd
peculiar nature of our. ﬁee cmd admuableq
(:onstntutnon.
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CIIAPTER L

rroM 1736 to 17065.

Of the Birth and Family of Mr. Horne— His
Lducation and -early Views— Ile obtains the

Living of New Brentford— First Journey to
France

.

BOSSUET remarks, in the most useful but £
least popular of his works *, that the study of
history appertains, in" a peculiar manner, to
princes.” Plutarch, on the other hand, has de-
monstrated, by his.own example, that biography
is adapted to all raiiks and’conditions of life;.
and this position .has been amply confirmed by

* the testimony of our own Bacon lord Vernlam,
than whom, a greater 'mthontv cannot be quoted
by & reference-to any age. ar.colntry..

* Discours sur I'Histoire Dmverse.l_e, p-1.
VoL. 1 B
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It is no unpromising symptom of the present
times, that the latter still continues to be a po-
pular pursuit, and forms; at this day, a favourite
amusement with alimost every description of
readers : for we arc told, by a writer whose very
name is always pronounced with respect, that it
was cultivated with zeal and diligence in the
virtuous times of the Roman republic ; but under
- the emperors first declined; and then fell into

disuse *..

" 'Different periods exhibit different models for.
this  species of composition.
the heroic_ages, great, unseful, and generous:
a_ct'ions, constitute the chief features ;. while, in
latter times, the'cp]cndour of bipth, and the
pomp. of fortune are generally invoked to give.
grace and dignity to the portrait.. The Ancients,
as ysual, seem to have been- fur more siniple,
chaste, and correct, in’ these p-u'twu].ns, than
ourselves, The - great hiographer of Chaeronca
candidly confesses, that'even Hercules himself
“was not altogether of divine extraction ; he al<
Tows that ‘the family of Themistocles was too,

obscure to confer distinction 4 ; he admits, that -
Camillus, (lcnommated “the secoud founder of -, -
was the fir st who brought the Furii inte =

‘Rowme,”

* Tacit, A"nrml. ' 1- Pjut._in Vit‘ Thcmis.

- As we approach -

»
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noticcs while he frankly avows, that Caius
Marius was the son of a peasant, and Phocion,
the oﬂxpnno‘ of a turner. Of the two greatest
orators that Greece and Rome ever witnessed, it-
has never been denied, that the father of the ene
was a'sword-cutler at Athens, while that of the
other is generally supposed to have been a fuller
at Arpinum,

The moderns, on the contrary, evince a fever-
ish sensibility in respect to hirth and family: on
this subject, they have generally saerificed hdc-
lity to vanity, and attributed a portion of that
merit to geucalogy, which strictly appertains, to
virtae alone. This bad taste appears to haye
heen originaily inmbibed during the middle ages,
when the small portion of wealth, talents, and
knowledge, then ecalled into existence, was con~
fincd to one small, privileged class.. According- -
ly, the heroes of c¢hivalry and romance were
always sure to dazzle by the lustre of their de-
scent, which appeared still more hrilliant, when
superadded to the splendid achicvements of re-
mote progenitors. To ‘approach nearer to our
own days, their biographers, with some hesita-
tion, and not until after ‘having invoked the aid
of collateral gentility, reluctantly acknowledge,
that the tuneful Pope was the son of an obscuare
dinep-drapers and, that the father: of the illas~

B2



4 " LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 1736.

: tljious‘Milton had carned his bread as a humble

money-scrivener® - Even Benjamin Franklin
himself, although in dress a Quaker, and in
politics a republican, seems not.a little solicit-
ous about his descent, and is eager to deduce
some trifling consequence from the orwmal sig-
nification of his very name. It is only of late, .
and after the lapse of more than a century, we
haye been permitted to learn, that the mother of
the Protector had been a brewer, at Hunting-
don; and the grandmother of queen Anne a.
xi;b-écoman, who earried beer about in the me-
wropolis, before the introduction of drays!

Lbe various orders of knighthood established
throughout Europe, have also contributed not a
little to encourage this propensity ; while a col-
lege of arms has been erected in every polished
state for the avowed purpose of perpetuating it.
In this country, now that our heralds no longer

ntake . their periodical visitations, much, of

course, is left to speculation ; and the quarter-
ings of a new family, are <11ppo<cd to be to the
full as vendible, as the carriage on which they'
arc emblazoned.

" Bat, notwithstanding the ominous aspect of

~pubhc affairs, and the querulous disposition

produced by the portentous times in which we -

- live, it is not to be denied, that the situation of
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mankiud has, ou the \\'lxofp, been considerably °
meliorated ; while new, as well as more liberal
_modes of thinking, have, of late, been gradually
introduced. Riches and instruction are now
more generally diffused; excellence, of every
kind, entitles the fortanate possessor to the
estcem of his contemporaries; while education,
when extended to the higher branches of learn-
ing and science, seéins actnally to confer a spemes
of nobnhty, which is only another term for dis-
tinetion. Thanks, then, to the more generous
notions of the present times! the adventitious
aids of birth and forturle are. no longer absolute-
1y necessary to obtain respect. And a man -of
talents, like him, of whom we are about to
trcat, may contemplate the humble station of
his forefathers, with the same noble contempt
that Cicero did’ the vetch on the nose of his
ancestor *, whence bis family was ever after de-
signated. . .
After these prehmmary obscrvations, I hasten,
without hesitation, to relate, that John Horne,

- better known of late years by the appellatlou of .
* Pliny supposes, "that the person who first bore this
name, originally derived it from a ‘species of pulse (cicer)
in the cultivation of which he had been employed. ' The
Fabii, Lentuli, and Pisones, so illustrious in ancient history, -

_also obtaided their’ respective appellations ﬁom the humble
esculents, beans, t\arcs, and peas. :
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Joln Iorne Taoke, was the son of a poulterer’

in Newport Market: He was born in Newport
Street, Westminster, on the 25th of June, 1736,

as appears from the register-of "the parish of

St. Aune, Sohio, and christened on the suceeed-

ing dav; a circumstance which seems to” indi--

cate, either that his life had been indmmediate
jeopardy, or that he was of so punyand deli-

cate a: frame, as to render 2 speedy dissolution

probablé.

Mr. Horne, the father, whose name also was
John, had a large family; and the fo\]owi:ig
authentic account of his children, by Elizabeth
‘his.wife, has béen communicated to me, bywune
of his descendants ;-

1. Benjunin, thé cldest son, settled at Brent-

ford, in the county of Middlesex, where he ac-
quired considerable’ wealth and eminence ag ;
markeét-gardener, in what is technically termed
the fruit-line. 1t was he who first introduiced
the pine-strawberry, trom Saratoga, in’ North
America, throngh 'the kind intervention of the

earl of Shelbirne, afterwards created marjnis
of Lansdowne. .Thit nobleman, bcmb grestly
addicted to horticulture before he entered on
the career of politics, and finding him an inge-
“nious man, delighted in his .conversation,: and

.

slept frequently at his house, * On”these ocear
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sions, Mr. Benjamin Horne not only decmed-
himself highly honoured by the notice of a por-
son of such distinction, but was also cohsidera-
bly benefited in consecuence of the present just
alluded to, and might have obtained a very
Jarge fortunc from the exclusive monapoly of a
frait possessing such exquisite flavour and per-
fection, had not his grounds been repeatedly
pluidered by some of his neighbours, who thus
visked all the rigours of the law, to pracure a

'~ few runners of the new.sort, and rival, as well

as undersell him, at Covent Garden market. He
died in the prime of life, after having acquired -
a very considerable property; and, leaving no
children behind him, bequeathed his estate,
both real and personal, to his immediate rela-
tives. T e

‘2. Thomas, the second sou, originally bred a
fishwonger, aftérwaids. followed "his father's
trade, as a pdﬁltérbi",’ and succeeded him in the
same shop‘and business. He'is represented: as
a strong-minded mau, but entirely regardless of
his pécuniary concerns.' Accordingly, he either .
lost or squandered the' whole of his patrimony,
and at length retired on an ammuity of seventy
pounds, left lim by hiis “elder brother; bnt, as
this proved, insufficient to “support-his extrava-
gunt course of life, he was admitted, and died
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in the almshouses provided by the liberality of
the company of fishmongers, foi‘ their decayed
brethren. :

3. 'John, the subject of these meémoirs.

4. Mary, the eldest.daughter, who was con-
sidered a beauty, married a wine-merchant in
Argyle Street, familiarly known among his ac-
quaintance by the uppellation of “ honest Tom
Wildmman ;” ‘he is frequently noticed in vMr.
Wilkes’s letters. Ilis son, a very rcepecmblo
and intelligeut man, after occupying a place in

the Custom House, - during a period of more
than thirty years, is now a brewer at Chelsea.

5. Sarah, who is still ahve married the Jate

Dr. Demainbray, who formerly occnpied an ho-
nourable and confidential sitnation ahout the -

person of the present king; assisted in his ma-
jesty's education, and wuas always treated with
pqrti&xlar attention., He enjoyed a place in the
Custom House of 1,500/ per annumn; and his
son, the rey. Stephen Deummbra} , has, for m'my

years, supemntended the Royal Observatory at

Kew. 4

6. Elizabeth, a woman of consndembk wit
and vivacity, be¢ame the wife of Mr. Clarke, a
haberdasher, in Leicester Fields;
" And, 7. Anne, the fourth daughter, who still
survives, marricd My, Dicker, a colourman,

i
L}

R
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whose father was the tenant of the elder Mr:
Horne, and lives on her fortune, which is said
to he pletty considerable.

A tradition still exists in the family, that their
ancestors posscssed. great wealth, and were set-
tled on their own lands, at no great distance from
the metropolis. A more ingenious biographer,

by a plausible reference to county histories,

might have becn able, perhaps, to have traced
thenr origin to a pretty remote period, and, with
the aid of a little seasonable, conjecture, it
would have heen easy to have ascertained the
loss of the patrlmonnl estates during the wars

* between the rival Roses. Or the mdustry ofa

modern genealogist might have contrived, from
the identity of names, in addition to some tri-

_vial and incidental circumstances, to have shed

the lustre of episcopacy on their race, and, by
means of Dr. George Horne, bishop of Nor-
wich, reflected a borrowed renown on his new
relatives. But such arts, ‘even if allowable, are
wnnecessary here, for the Grammarian, “who
forms the subject of the pfesent volimes, 1is
fairly entitled to be considered as ‘a noun substan-
tive, whose character and consequence might be
impaired, rather than increased, by the addltwn
of any unnecessary adjunct.

I am enabled, however, without,any viola-
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tion of trath, to assert, that, notwithstanding the
elder Mr. Horne reared and educated a family
of seven children, he found means to acquire a -
considerable fortune, at the same time that he
obtained a fair and ,hounourable character for
himself. At the solicitation - of his’ wife, who-
is said _to have been an amiable and benevolent
woman, he became a liberal subscriber.to the
Middlesex Hospital; and such was his reputa-
tion for wealth and integrity, that he was clect-

ed the first treasurer of that cxce]]ent insti-
tation. - .. S e
It will pelh’lps create a smile, when I add,
that. this worthy tradesman was not only a mi-.
litary man, but an oﬁ1ccl ; for his'son once as-
sured -me, that he was honoured with a: com-
mission in the Tyained Bands, and that he lrim- ’
self rccollected to have accompanied his father
paut of the way to oppose the grandson of-
James i1, who bad then invaded. Scotland,,
This, perhaps, .is - the identical “ March to
chl)ley ridiculed by a .comie painter* -of
that day with more graphic wit- than sterling |
patriotism. The ev ent took place in 1716 when-
the subject of this memoir was only nine years

old.

#* I'he celebrated William Hogarth.
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Nor ou"ht another anecdote to be omitted m‘
this place, as it exhibits a ;mble instance of
- English mtlcpldlty, and it is not rcﬁmnv too
mu(_h, ])elh'lps, to suggest, that the spmtul
conduct of the father, in’ this p'u'ucuhlr in-
stance might have ‘made an carly and lastm"
impression on the mmd of the son., .
As Mr. Home ln'ed in Newport Street, he
. was of’ course «l near neighbour to his roval
lnglmess Frederick’ prince of Wales, { father to
his present mzi']'esty, who theu kept his court at
Leicester IIousc.. bmue ot the officers of the
honschold imagining that au outlet tow ards the
market w ould be extr cmcly convemcnt to them,
as well -as the inferior domestics, orders were
,nnmedmtely lssued for thls purpose. Accord-
; mg]y, an :uhommw wall as cut thlough, and
a door pl'lced in the opening, w ithout any cere-
mony whatsocver, not\vnthstall(llnw 1t was a pal-
pable encr oachmeut on, dnd vwlatlon Qf the pro-
perty ot a pr ivate mdwndual n tlu, midst of
this operatlon, Mr. Houm appeared, aud mlmlv
lemonstn ated dgamst ) OLumg an dCt of injus-
uce, as the l)ucf\ partition actually appertained
to ]nm, and the intended thoroughfare \vould
ead through, ‘and’ conuquent]y (l(.pl eciate the
value of Tiis premises.
It soon appealed llowc\ cr, that the reprceen-
tations of a dealer in geese and turkies, although
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backed by,'luw and reason, had but little effect
on those, who acted in the name, and, in this -
instance, abused the authority of a prince, who
was probably unacquainted with the circum-
stances of the transaction.

On this, he appealed from ¢ the insolence of
office” to the justice of his country; and, to the .
honour of our municipal jurisprudence, the
event prc;ved different from what it wonld have
" been, perhaps, in any other kingdom of Eu-
rope: for a tradesman of Westminster triumph-
ed over the heir-apparent of the English crown,
and orders were soon after issued for the re-
moval of the obnoxious door. ‘

On this the plaintiff, who was gne'lt]y at-.
tached to the house of Hanover, and had been
only anxious to vindicate his own insulted nghts,
unmedxately addressed a most respectful letter
to the illustrious defendant in the late action,
“in which, after briefly recapitulating the facts,
he stated that he had been actually forced into
" the suit by the jmproper conduct of his royal
highness’s servants, and _that, having now
- taught them .to respect private property, e
was only solicitous, that no inconvenience
mighf arise to the son of his sovercign ; and
therefore granted bis Jeave for re-opening the .
disputed passage.

The prince was so much: pleased with M,



1743.  LIFE OF JOIN HORNE TOOKE. 13

Horne's conduct on this occasion, that a war-

rant was immediately issued, empowering him
to supply his royal hjghness with poultry,
and he accordingly actad for many ycars as
purveyor to the housechold. It is extremely
painful to add, that this did not prove
a profitable adventure, for, by the sudden de-
mise of the, heir-apparent, and the disorder of
his finances, in consequence of that melancholy
event, a considerable arrear of debt accrued,
which, at this day, amounts, including the in-
. terest, to several thousand pounds.

Mcaowhile, John, the youngest and dar-
ling son, became the chief ohject of atten-
tion in the family. It appears from a paper*,
originally written by himself, and now in my
possession, that in 1743, being then in the se-
venth year of his age, he was sent to an aca-
demy in Soho Squme. To this early remosal,
his .parents were perhaps chiefly induced by the
proximity of the school,” which was a very re-
spectable one ; and it appears, from a variety of
circumstances, that no reasonable’ e*cpense was
€ver spared, in respect to cducmon, by his fa-
ther; while his mother, whose memory he ten-
derly cherished to the latest moment of his ex-

* See the A[;pendi,)c.
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istence, always treated him with unvarying kind-
ness 'md affection. '

In 1744, he was remmcd to Westminster
School, but remained too short a tiwe therc to
distinguish himself; for after the lapse of two
years, he repaired to Eton. It is unnecessary
hcre either to memwn or particularize the
many cclebrated men cducated at an institu-
txon, ‘for‘which we are mdebtcd to the mumh-
cence of a prince, termed l‘)y the courtesy, of
modern poctry, “the holy Hewry” It is suffi-
cient to observe, that the names of George lord, -
Lyttleton, and Wx]lum Pitt, first carl of (,hat-
ham, had becn mscnbed but a few ycm‘s be¢
fore on the registers of this collcgc, and that,
lord North, as yvet unconscious of ambition, was,
barmlessly occupled about this perlod inpraising,
the beautics of Laura and Lydia; in describing’
the oo]den Jocks of Clarissa, and comparing the
glaccful person of Phyllis \nth the mount'un
pinc*. Amon«r his inmediate cmtempomnee,
were sir James Macdonald, rendered remark-
able- by early talents and aspiring hopes, which,
were suddenly consigned to an untimely grave;,

¥ Undique purimreis redolentes floribus hortos
Ut trepidans primo vere pererrat apis ;

Hec violam jactant, &e. - (A. D. lwlS)
. DMus. Lgon o 1793, vol. i, pb
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with 'Twhe, Pepys, &c., whose verses are ctlll
jpraised and remember ed. ‘

Soon aftet Lis departure, we find Fox, who
seems to have commenced’ the career of life
-and of fime together, describing ‘the: charming
scenery, with which he ‘was surrounded ¥, and

scattering ¢lssic garlands on , the hanks of
‘the Thames ; while- the elegant St01e1 and tlic
correct Hare, ‘ivere snccessful]y supportmw the
high ‘veputation' of theivdlma Muter. lhese
were succeeded by i new race, all of whom have
since occupied ‘distingnished sntuat:ons cither i m
Europe or in Asia: a Caniing,’ a erlc, a “ el-
lesley, and'i Wellington." ~ -

+ At this institutidn, young Horne appears to,
have spent five or'si¥ years of his life; but T
have in vain' séarched the Musde: Efoncnscs} and
taxed the memory of his oldest friends; for
proofs of ‘his’ proficiency, "either in- Greek or
Latin versification, .llthoush ‘the’ cdebrmcd Dr.
Sumner was head mastér from ‘1 745 to 1754.
"This' also ' appears to be prcusely the case thh

X S e
* Gentis amore Maro Latmm canit: o mlhg g;)
Spmms accedat; non minor urget amor?
Ut patriee. (iéyue enim ingratus natalia rora
Praeposui campis, mater Etoua, tais)  * - -
Ut patriw carisque sodalibus, ut tibi dicam
- Anglice supremum Quinctiliane vale.
e Mys. Etot., ed. 1795, vol. i, p. §0.

(T

N
»

b -
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Mr. Whitbread aund lord Gre), whe have since
distingnished themselves in parliament ; — the
truth is, that talents are frequently elicited by
fortunate circumstances, and the buds of ;renius,
like those’of the spring, are either disclosed or
retarded, by the approach or the absence of a
genial and benignant sun.

Fuiling in this attempt, another was made,
‘to discover the early assiduity or precocious ta-
lents of the pupil, in any other ‘branch of clas-
sical learning; so as, if poss;ble, to point out,
by anticipation in the boy, the Favourite pur-
‘suits of the future man. :From .intelligence,
however, that will not admit of ‘contradiction,
it appears evident, that the subject of this me-
'moir was not much famed for industry at ‘this
~period of his life; for although his- cap'tclty was-
even then discovered to be of a superior cast, yet.
he disliked labour; and it is a well known and
well authenticated fact, that he was accustomed
to employ boys of “inferior talentsto prepare his
tasks for him. He hassince flequentl) acknow-
ledged this, and 'was pleased, at a latter per wd
of his life, to describe’ himself, in the language
of his favourite Shakspearc, as’

the whining school-boy with his satchel,
And shiaing morhing-face, creeping like snail
Unwillingly to school,” -

¢*”
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Indeed, be has ofien ingenuously confessed,
that he was but little addicted to study while
a vouth, and I have heard him, in his old age,
tuke delight in narrating some of the pleasur-
able excursions of this period. He was accus-
tomed to dwell with rapture on a visit made
during the holidays to a Freuch protestant fa-
mily at Canterbury, on which occasion, he used
to run along the walls of that ancient city, and
play on the Daxg, at that time a heap of rub-
bish, but since converted, by the inunificence of
once of the inhabitants, into a most delightful
and charming retreat, covered with turf, and
studded with trees of various hues. Even then,

however, he appears to have been decorous in

his behaviour, and to have entertained but little
" velish for the amusements incident to chddren
of the same age.

It was about this time that he lost the sxght
of lis right eye, a defect, which although vi-
sible for some years after, yet became wholly im-

pcrcepuh]e after he had attained the age of man-

hoed. " This accident oceired during a struggle.

with some unlucky by, who happened to have a
knife in his hand, the point ‘of which unhappily
.entered and lacerated that fine and delicate
organ, ' o
It was either during his éonvalgscence, or in
VOL. I c
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the interval of a vacation, that alittle adventure,
communicated to me by his nephew, occurred,
which appeared to evince, that the future Gram-
marian was developed at an early epoch.  Iav-
ing heen sent, when no more than tén years of’
.age, for a few weeks, to school, at a village in
Kent, the boy was so much displeased at his
reception, entertainment, -or pursuits, that he
determined to return home, as soon as possxble
notwithstanding the distance was at least twen-
ty-five miles. To prevent suspicion, he left the
house: without his hat, and took the road lead-
ing to the capital.  On finding himsclf closely
pursued by the pedagogue, and all his scholars,
¢he truant took 1efuge in a swmmer-house, be-
lonvmg to someé gentleman in the neighbour-
hood, and, notw:thstandmg an carly and un-
conquerable aversion to spiders, snch was his
resolution even at this period of his life, that
lic actually clamnbered up the chimuey, where he
concealed himself for some fime, uotwithstand-
ing the strictest search on the part of the mas-
ter; for his companions, who knew where he
turked, were determined, fréin a point of honour,
not to discover him.
Having thus baffled his pursuer, the young ,

adventurer once more reached the hlghway, and,"
withaut either covering to his head, or-money
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in his pucl\ct made duecth for London, amldst

u sévere shower of rain.

Towards the evening, while ClOaSln“‘ a com-
won, he was overtaken by 'lpeasant who, com-
passionating his forlorn. situation, immediately
carried him home, and gave him shelter in his
cottage ; while his wife, perceiving his clothes
drenched with wet, lent him a clean shirt be-
longing to one of her children, and placed his
own to dry, by the fire. '

After veceiving some homely but uholesome
fare, he was put to bed; early next morning,
this kind hearted female prepared a breakfast
for him ; and a neighbouring gardener was easily -
prevailed uwpon, by the joint entreaties of this
worthy pair, to carry him on'the top of his wag-
gou to town. While stopping to refresh the
horses at a little hedge-alehouse, he heard some
passengers describing © a little wicked boy, with
a cast of his eye, who had run away during the
preccding day from the boarding school of the
worthy Mr. ****” Ngq sooner did this very
accurate description of himself reach his ear,
than he immediately slunk into his straw, and
never once held up his head, until he found
himself in Covent Garden market !

Pe'rceivi,ng he ‘was so near home, he imme-
diately, yepaired thither, and presented himself
C 2

I
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before, his astonished parents, who had been
given to understand, but a few days before, that
he was making the most rapid improvement in
his education; and of course fancied that he was
both content and comfortable. -On being
sternly interrogated by his offended father, as to
the cause of his clopement, he archly observed;’
“ that bis master was utterly ‘unfit to instruct
Dim; for although he might perhaps know
what a noun or a verb was, yet he understood
_ nathing about a preposition or conjunction; and
s0, finding him an ignorant fellow, he had coun-
trived to Icave him!”

It may not be unpleasant for the reader here
to learn, that, a few years after, when this run-
away had become a mun, he unexpectedly re-
ceived a visit from the poor woman who had
administered to his comforts in his way to town,
and, finding her situation far from being com-
fortuble, hie presented her with a sum of money,
to relieve her immediate necessitigs, promising at
the same t?me'to make a more permancnt pro-
vision. [t will be secn, in the sequel, that he
faithfully fulfilled this pledge, and that top at a
period when bis mind was distracted with care,
and his finances not in the most flourishing con-
dition.

While at Westminster and Eton, he was dlf

-
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course accustomed to associate occasionally with

“the sous of people of distinction; and being aware
of the ridicule too generally attached to a
humble origin, he found means to spave him-
self from all mortifications of this kind, by -
(’allm«r in either his wit or invention to his aid.
Once, while a few idle boys, who had formed
themsclves intoa circle, were interrogating cach
other about the rank and condition of -their re-
spective parents; one said he was the son of
- Sir Robert A—;. the next, that his father was
the carl of B—; and the third,. that his grand-
mother was the duchess of C—; when it came
to young Horne's turn, he observed, * that he
could not boast of any titles in his family;” and
on being more closely pressed, added, with a
\\'ell-aﬂ'eéted reluctance, ¢ that his father was an
eminent Turkey merchant!” This reply was
both conclusive and satisfactory, for, at the
period alluded to, England enjoyed a large
share of the Lévant trade, and a Turkey mer-
chant was but another mame for credit and
opulence. ' ‘

And here let me add the uncquivocal testi-
mony of a contemporary to his early promise.
On interrogating an old lady, with a view of
" discovering if any thing remarkable had occarred:
during  bis childhood, I happened to ask,
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Al

¢ whether she remembered Mr. Horne Tooke
while a boy:”
~ “No!” was the uplv, “ he never wis a boy;
-with him there, was no interval between child-
hood 2nd age;-he became a mian’all at once
‘upon us!” |

Some little difficulties occur ahout this per u)d
dl‘ld materials are wanting to fill up the chasm
of two or three years. In the brief manuscript
memoir of his ow n life, alluded to hefore, under
the date of “1753 ” is to be found, ¢ Seven
Oakes, Kent, a private tutor;” and in 1754
wé discover the following ently, immediately
subsequent, Ravenstonc, Northamptonshire,
do.” which seems to imply, not only that
great and unusual care was taken with his edu-
cation, but that no expense was spmed in ren-
dering hlm duly qualified for any profession’
whatsoever.

. At the age of nineteen, it was determined to
scnd hin to one of the umvu‘smvs, and accord-
ingly, in 1753, he was entered of St. Jol‘ms‘
college, Cambridge. It would appeax, that he
now applied sedulously to business, for-he com-
menced bachelor of arts three years after,, and
was one of those who obtained the honours
of the day; his name being included among
the ‘Triposes of the year 1758. The other’
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Jolnians, who also distinguished themsclves
upon this occasion, were Messrs. Inman, Bing-
ham, Currey, Brome, Williams, and Beadon.
With the last of these he had formed a parti-
cular intimacy, and lived to see his friend, who,
like himsclf, was destined for the charch, first
-advanced to the mastership of Jesus college,
and afterwards to the hishopric of Bath and
\Vells. T

At length, Mr. John Horne, wlm had hitherto
heen stedying under the inspection of othcu,
became a teacher himself; although it is dif-
ficult to conceive by what sudden caprice of
fortune, a cantab who had been placed under
two private tutoxs in succession, and had dis-
tingnished himself among the worthies of bis
college, should all of a sudden have become an”
usher at a boardnw-school Unhapplly, I am
not enabled, by means of any written document
or contemnporary testimeny, either to explain- or
dilate on these events. Certain it is, however,
that he acted for some time in this humble ca-
pacity at Blackheath, first with a Mr. .llenuinge,
and afterwards, on his retreat, {x'fi'th_hié son-in-
law, Mr. Williams. ,

It may be readily supposed, that this pel iod of
young Horne’s life proved miserable in the ex-
treme, Instead of -the charms attendaunt on
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Hch:s:ant or the impa’:b‘("ements resulting from
learned society; in place of the amusements and
variety of a public, or the happiness and repose
usually incident to a domestic life; here was
now only heard the unwearied note of the cuckon,
and the cternal gabble, added to the tormenting
tricks,. of threescove mischievons boys. He
might, with Dr. Johnson, when exposed to
similar misfortunes, have fairly exclaimed,”that
. one single day was the faithful copy of a whole
‘existence * ;" and it must he ii]lowed, that the ill-
requited fatigue, and unrewarded industry, of
this laborious but wuseful class of men, could
not fail to be odious to a liheral "and ingenuous
mind. '

5 th on the other hand from early life, he
éppears to have been very fond of instracting
others, and to have paid particalar attention
to children, whom he ‘llq ays viewed with a
species of paternal regard. In respect to his
management of " these, he’ cither YWus gifted by
nature, or had obtained from prictice, a certain
degree of “authority not casily to be conceived.
Tlis influence in this respect has come to my
knowledge on more than one occasion, and I
have lately seen a.gcutl'emah, who assured me,

* Commet vitam, una d:c> ’—DBosicell's Life of Johnson.
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that when a boy, he never stq'od so much in awe
of any person in the world, as the subject of
these memoirs. . He added, there was sqmething
inexpressibly significapt in his voice, manner,
and gestures, that' rendered it impossible to
sapproach him with the same ease as an ordinary
moqtal!

'llns may not, pcrlnps, be deemed an unfit
p]acc to make some observations on a subjéct so
intimately connected both with private and public
happiness. Mr. Home was a great advacate
for a public education; but not in the ancient
Spartan style attempted to be revived by lord
Monboddo, who considers that as the most

perfect state of civil society, in “which govern-
ment undertakes ¢ the care of the ‘edycation of

the youth, and of the priv: ite lives' of the citi
zeus, neither of whlch i§ left to the will and
pleasuve of each mdlvldual but both are regu-
lated by publio 'wisdom.” He, on the contrary,
was for leavimg much, in both casés, to the un-
restricted agency of, those most interested. He
inclined, indeed, towards the discipline -of our
public schools; but thought that parents were
~the best guardians of the morals of theit chil-
dren.

In respect to the ancieots, the stoics were tllc
most severe of all the ph:losoplncal sectsy but
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‘among the acadct;ﬁcians, the fathers only were
entrusted with“thé power of inflicting corporal
punishment: for the ferula of the pedagogue was
thought to render the spirit‘ﬂust;t-rdly, And here
it may be donbted, whether the mode of castiga-.
tion stillretained in our national seminaries, benot.
a remnant of ancient barbaristh, which, like the
Russian knout, will, be gmdua]ly left off and
disowned in the progress of civilization. Both
are’calcalated to destroy that sensibility, which
might he incited to the noblest purposes, were it
not both unusual and perplexing to substitute
the fear of shame, for the fear of plini»hment

Mr. Horne was accustomed to contemplate a
great school as a microcosm, or little wovld, in
which each boy perfox’mod that part in minia-
ture, whlch he. wis- to act hereafter in real- life,
On entermg into socicty their manners were in
some measure, formed. Those bmught up at
Lome, on the contrary, become giddy at the
sight of so much-seeming dcllg‘ht and like the
savages described by TaClt‘ﬂq, were attached. to,
p]easuxe, in exact propomon to their ignorance
of it _ .

On the whole, he doubtless thought, ith
Milton, * that a comnplete and generous educa-

. . o b
% « Quanto ferocius ante se egerint, tanto’ cupidius nso-

litas voluptates hausisse.” . '
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_tion, which fits a man to perform justly, skil-
_fully, and magnanimously, all the offices, hoth

public and private, of peace and war,” was the

hest. Nothing excited his indiguation so much,
“as the rcccnt'attcmp'ts that have been made to
.discoimtenauce the classical languages of anti-
qulty, under pretence of lllutlllt) He consi-
dered this as _a conspiracy, on the part of pre-
sumptuous lgnorance, to cut off all the inlets to

knowledge, and cut down the human under- .

standing, precisely to its own level. On that
suhject, he gexierally became warm, and was ac-
 customed to observe, ¢ that he had heard men
give instructions in respect to education, all of
whose knowledge on that subject had been ob-
tained at a charity-school; while others had
pretended, in his hearing, to mend the constitu-
tion, that ablest effort of practical ingenuity,
who were by nature so stupid, that, had they
been put apprentices to a taylor, they would ne-
ver have heen‘ahle to mend a hole in their own
coats I”

The noblé spirit of emulation that has gone
forth among us, will doubtless contribute not a
little to throw new lights on this most iuterest-
~ing subject.-

In common with Dr: Sw1ft he was a great
advocate for learning, and not only seemed to

-
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thiuk, but to feel, that literature soothes calami-
ties, both private and public, exhilarates the hu--
man mind, and constitutes the chief consola-
tion of every man worthy to be cchd a philm

sopher. ‘

While at Blackheath, young Horne appeurs
t0 have formed an attachment to a young lady,
then residing in the same house ; a circumstance
which, pellmp.s, might’ have sweetened his toils,
and rendered his hondage less irksome. But it
proved transient; the connexion having heen
broken off, in conscquence of some formidable, +
. yet unexpected obstacle ; «and thus,” he was
accustomed sarcastically to remark, in his old age, -
“ I luckily escaped from two evils—matrimony
and misery at the same time.” '

At the earnest request of his father, who was
a zealous member of the charch of England, he
now entcred into holy orders, and was, accord-
ingly, ordained a deacon ;. but it was not until a
subsequent period, that he qualified himself
for holding prefermént, by passing through the
usual ceremonies incident to the priesthood.
Previously to this, he obtained a curacy in
Kent, where he was afflicted with the ague, and
obliged to retire from his charge on that account.
Un his recovery, other prospects opened, far
more  congenial hoth te his sentiments and
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pursuits, \\hxch he now fully dctelnuncd to
gratify. '

Thelawbad everbeen the favourite profession of
the subject of these memoirs, and that, on which
ke occasionally descanted with complacency,
and even with rapture, untll the latest hour of
his existence. He early perceived that the
career of the bar included the senate, the bench,
the woolsack, and all the patrician hononrs.
Even during the feudal times, when birth seemed
indispensably nccessary for the attainment of
most other, civil distinctions, it was never deemed
a disqualification in respect to this, which was
then usnally connected with the clerical fune-
tions. On looking ovér the list of lord high
chancellors of Englankl, be would find, among
other instances, that Wolsey, the son of a
butcher at Ipswigh, obtained the seals in 1516;
that Egerton, created in succession haron
Ellesmere and viscount Bmcklev, occupxed
the same dignified sitnation, under James I,

aalthongh a nataral son; that the father of sir
Peter, afterwards lord King, had been a grocer
at Exeter; while Philip lord Hardwicke, a
man equally . venerated by his contempor'mes
and posterity, and who bad just retired, after a
s,plendgd and honourable career, with the appro-
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bation of all worthy men, was the son of an at-
torney at Dover.

A good education, -a liber al share of the gilts
of nature, a consciousness of his own powers,
superadded to a hold and daring character,
scemed at once to urge and to qualify Mr..
Horne for the profession of an advocate. In
addition to all this, he doubtless recoliccted that
a degree at Cambridge would facilitate his claims
and lis labours. e had accordingly ‘entered
himself a member of the socicty of the Inner
Temple, in 1756, four years hefore he was’ad-
mitted into Jull orders; little drcaming that, in
consequence of the latter event,'a precedent
should be hereafter made, in his case, for the
express purpose of his exclusion; and that'this
too, should be founded on the identical reason,
that, in all former times, had rendercd those of
his cloth peculiarly eligible.-

Our young lawyer, for so he may be now
termed, partdok of commons regularly, during
term time; or, in other wards, sat down to bisa
beef or mutton dan]y, in the hall of his inn of
court, with a view of enabling him, in his own
phrase, “ to eat his way to the bar.” At this
period he got acquainted with two singular men,
each famous in this profession, and with both of
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whom he was connected in future life: for the
one became his defender, and the other his judge.
Johu Dunuing, afterwardslord Ashburton,ana-
tiveof Devonshire,and thesonof an obscuretrades-
man, was about four years older than himself.
Bceing destitute of patrimony, he repaired to the
metropolis with aviéw of courting the smiles of the
fickle goddess; wund at length completely suc-
cecded in hisviews. Notwithstanding his person
was unpropitious, and there was a certain haski-
ness in his speech, yet he became the most saccess-
~ ful practitioner of his day. Unwearied research
‘obtained for him the character of a sound
lawyer; while his known zeal for the interests
of a client, vendered cvery one eager to retain
him. He was the only barrister in the Court of
King’s Bench capable of arguing a constitu-
tional question with the able and eloquent chief
Justice who then presided there; and, on more
than one occasion, the-earl of \Iansﬁeld him-
sclf was obliged fo yield to the superior fmce of
his arguments. This celebrated p]eader was
at length brought into parliametit, under the
auspices of 101d Shelhurne; and, after distin-
guishing himself in the house of commans, on
many trying occasions, finally obtained a peer-
age, together with the chancellership of the
duchy of Lancaster.
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Lloyd.Kc'nyon was a native of Wales, who,
after having been brought up at the desk of an
attorney, practised in Chancery with consider-
able reputation, It was late in Jife before he
attained the diguitics of his profession; and he,
who from habits, and custom, and congeniality
of studies, dvas enabled to become a most excel-
lent master of the rolls, occasionally found
his seat uneasy as chicf justice of the King's
Beneh, in consequence of being unacquainted
with the practice of the common law.

These three, while students, and little drcam-
ing as ye€ of their future fortunes, were accus-
tomed to spend much of their time together.
Two of them, as has been binted, afterwards at-
tained patrician honours; but, at the period now
alluded to, the prospects of the third were to the
full as promising, as those of either of his fellow-
students. Ile, indeed, mutt have been looked
up to'as a superior character: for,in addition to
his natoral talents, he had heen educated at two,
public schools, and finished his studies at a -
celebrated university; while they were brought
up at little provincial seminaries, ‘and could not
.boast of any classical attaimnents whatever. It
would 'appear, however, that none of the parties
were very rich at this period, for they lived with a
- degree of frugality, that will be dccmcd rather
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singular, when contrasted with their fortune,
wealth, and celebrity. I have been rcpeatcdl.\:'
assured, by Mr. Horne Tooke. that they were
accustomcd to “dine torrcthex, during the vaca-
tion,’ at a little eatmu—housc, in ‘the ncwhbom-
hood of Chancery Lane, for the sum-of seven
yence halfpenny cach! “As to Dunning and
myself,” added he,-“ we were gencrous, for wo
gave the girl who waited on us a peuny a piece;
but Kenyon, who always knew the value of
moncey, sometimes rewarded her with a half-
penny, and sometimes with a promise!™

It would appear, however, that the partiality -
of Mr. Horue for the bar was not destined to he
gr'mhcd Hls family, who had never sanctioned
this attachment deemed’ the church far more
cligible os4a profession, and he was at length
obllg'vdmrucl(l notwithstanding his rductance,
to the auhuomtlons, the entlwucs, and the per-
masuons of his parents. It seems not at all im-
prolmlﬂe, that a friendly compromise took place
-on this occatslon' and that an assurance wag
given, of soine pcrm.ment provision, in case he
" consented to relinguish his legal pursuits.
, Accnr(lxmrlv, _in 1760, I \Il. Horne was ad-
mitted # priest of the churel of B u"'land by Dr.
John Thomas, lmlmp of bmum- and in the
course of the sane year ke obtained the living of

voL, 1. . ’ . p !
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‘New Brentford, in thccbunty of Middlesex, which
was purchased for him by his father. This, for
upwards of a century, has been a chapel of ease
to Hanwell, a village two miles distant; and
the endowwment, of course, was originally very
trifling. But a few years since, the spot, which
at present contains a very populous hamlet,’
forming collateral inflections with the current of
the noble river which rans in a serpentine direc-
tion ‘along its margin, contained only a few
scattered cottages, inhabited chiiefly by Iabourers.
The .piety of the more opulent neighbours was’
at length happily exerted to obtain for these
pour people the consolations of religion, and
about a century ago, this preferment; if prefer-
ment it might be then called, was valued at only
16/. a year. An inn, however, "having becn after-
wards bequeathed, for the purpose of angmen-.
tation, and (qucen Anne’s bounty twice obtuined;
these accessions, together with the small and
hay tithes, are said to have produced the sum of
between two and three Landred poituds per’ an.
'llus income was enJoyed by the subject of this
‘memoir durmg the term of eleven years, and in
the course of that period he notonly did duty at
‘Brentford, but also preached in many of the
churches of the metropolis.
In 1,6 it appears, that'Mr. Ion'ne had héen
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prevailedupon to become what he himself was ac-
customed to term a bear-leader, and one of the
sons of a neighbouring gentleman was the cub
whom he tobk under his protection.  The life and
character of Mr. Elwes, afterwards knight ofithe .
shire for the county of Berks, has been rendered
familiar to the public, by means of the pen of
Mpr. Topham, who, with equal truth and felicity,
hias depicted the_ eccentricities of this opulent
commoner, and, by describing the keen, although
‘imaginary distresses, of a man worth half a
~million, in consequence of the loss of a few
guineuas, contributed ‘not a little to strengthen
the gencrous precepts of virtne, as well as
to afford some little consolation to those who
labour under the real pressure of unmerited
poyerty. _ .
Young Elwes, his son, leing now entrusted to
the charge of the minister of New Brentford,
they repaired to France together, where they
appear to have remained considerably more than
as year, ‘contemplating whatever was worthy of
‘notice in that kingdom.. This journey occurred
immediately after the conclusion of the peace of
Paris, when the. name of au . Englishman had
become rcspéctable in every corner of Europe,.
n cmnsequgncé of a brilliant and successful wary
duriug which it was proved to demoustration, that
D2 '
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the French monarchy, great, populous, and opu-
lent, as it certainly then was, had been unable to
contend with the high-spirited and free-born in-
habitants of the British isles, although, in respect
to "wealth, extcénsion, and munbels, in every
point of view, inferior.

Towards the end of the year 1764, the tutor,
who was delighted with this tour, rcturned with
his pupil to England; and had he been heartily
attached to his profession, there can be but little
doubt that he might have cnjoyed a fair share
of its advantages.” While a boy, he had been
introduced at Leicester IIousc, by means of Dr.
de Muinbray, who was still caressed by the young
monarch, and was accustomed to pldy with his
present majesty, who' was exactly two years
vounger than himself, once or twice a week.
He cnjoyed the friendship ot Mr. Elwes, who
possessed. considerable influence; and he was
also patronised by Mr. Levintz, the receiver
general of the customs. By the kind interven-
tion of the latter, apparently exerted through
the channel of a nobleman in high favour at
court, he was promised. to be appointed -one of
thte king’s chaplains; and had a prospeet of such
other Pretclment as was sufficient to satisly his
wishe$. In fine, a man so gifted and so favoured,
uu"ht ln\(‘ aspired to all the honours' oi his

t
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profession; and if he had not reposed, like his.
{ricnd Dr. Beadon, beneath the shadow of a
cathedral, or crected his mitred front in com-
pany with the Horsleys, and the Douglases, and
the Watsons of his day; yet, like Paley and
many other of the inferior dignitaries of the
church, he inight have enjoyed wealth, and
respect, and that learned easc so dear to a man
of letters. - -

But we shall soon discover that these flat-
tering and seductive prospects did not prove
sufficient to counteract certain impressiouns,
which had been indelibly engraved on a mind,
at once bold and original; avaricious of fame,
and disdainful alike of riches and preferment A
when these appeared to be in opposmon to his
prmclples.

During his residence at -Brentford, howe\ er,
he secms to have laboyred to prove uscful to his
parishioners and all around him. Iis scrmons
were plain, perspicnous,. ‘and - practical . dis-
" courses, tending to remind his hudieuce of their
duties to God, their neighbours, aud thenisclves.
While he explained the tenets of Cliristianity, ‘
and insisted on their decisivesuperiority over those
of all other religions, he is said to have carelul]v ‘
wbstamed from gontroversial points. Chiefly
intent ‘on producing beneficial results; he never
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extqndcd his researches beyond the- truths’ con-
taincd 'in the Scriptures, and the received
opinions of -the Anglican church. Like the
learned and pious Dr. Jortin, he perhaps.thought
“ that where mystery begins, religion ends;” and
in this poiut of view he always bore ample tes-
timony to the excellence of that faith in which
he had been educated. No one, however, was ever
more ready or more eager in private to oppugn
and refute the doctrines of the catholic church.
These hé eagerly opposed, both. then and
throughout the whole of a long and active life,
‘from a variety of causes. First, he deemed
many of its observances supérstitious; secondly,
be abhorred the idea of a connexion’iith, and
a reliance on, a foreign jurisdiction, as this
scemed to trench on thie independence of his
native country; and thirdly, in .consequence of
auricular confession,’ and the powers assumed as
well as exercised by the priesthood of that per-.
suasion, he considered this system as lngh]y un-
frlendly to human freedom. - :
It may be imagined by some, on account of the
'equality of pastors aud their uniform bias towavds
a moderate and well regulated liberty, that he
might be inclined to lean to the dissenters. But
ﬂllb was not the case. On the contrary, he.
adwmired a hier: uchy consisting of an ascending
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scale of digunitaries, from a parish priest to a
metropolitan, which he deemed best - calculated
hoth to incite to, and reward merit and virtue,
Notwithstanding the charges afterwards adduced
against him, on the score of orthodoxy, no one
was more violent against schismatics of all de
scriptions; and, whatever may be thounght, cer-
tain it is, that even his very prejudices were on
the side of the chm‘éli of England; for out of
the pale of its faith he never was very ready to
admit of any ecclesiastical desert whatsoever!
M. Horune had uno sooner. obtained his living,
than he determined to administer every possible
comfort to the poor of the populous neighbour-
hood, by which he was surrounded. He was
regu]ar in his attention to the sick, a circum-
stance accompaunied with a double portion of con-
solation. Not content with praying with those
that desired it, he actually studied the healing
art, for the express purpose of relieving' the
complaints of -such as.were unable to pay for
the assistance of an apothecary. To attain this
end, he carefully- studied the works of Boer-
haave, and tlie best practical physicians of that
day; and having learned to compound a few
mediciiés, he formed a little dispensary at the
parsonage-house, whenee he supplied the wants -
of his numerous and gratcful patients. He was
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period took place in the ‘ro'yul family, was at
least \accompanied with tliis advantage, that it
contributed not a little to produce a competi-
tion for public favour and approbation.

Pitt and Lyttleton, fostered by the patronage
of Frederick prifxce of Wales, now - thundered
in the senate in behalf of frecdom ;" and exhibited
specimens of eloquence worthy of the classical
ages. Bolingbroke, too, under the ‘same aus-
pices, in his animated attacks on the adminis-
tration of a great but odious statesman*,: ex-
hibiited the first fine models of political contro-
versy, which were afterwards copied and im-
proved by Burke, and imitated, but not excelled,
by Junius.” The Bangorian controversy, too,
during which a celebrated prelate denied the
pretensions of his own order to temporal juris-
diction, had enlightencd the minds and sharp-
ened the wits of the nation: in short, liberal in--
wstlg‘atnon, as comnccted with the pr etensions of
the rciguing sovereign, had hecome the genius .
of the age, :md could not fail to have influenced
- both the mind and the conduct of the subject of
tliis memoir,

A variety of concwiring causes might also be
adduced, and a multitude of suppositions sug-

* er Roburt Walpole, afterwards created carl of Qrford.
4 Dr. Hoadly, bxshop of Winchester.
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accustomed, at times, to plume himself on the
cures he had performed, and often observed,
¢ that, althongh physic was said to be a problc-
matical art, he believed that his medical, were
far more eflicacious than his spiritual Tahours.”

On the other hand, be mixed with genteel
sociely, enjoyed all its Pleasnrés and advan-
tages, and indecd always entertained o high
relish for company and conversution.  As he
was fond of usaocintihg with the fuir sex, he en-
deavoured to render himselt agreeable, by com-
plying with the fashion of the times; and it is
not to be denied, that be was, at one period,
accused of being too fond of cards, and of
spending too much of his time at ombre, gnad-
rille, and whist.  Bat it does not appear thag he
was thereby induced to neglect any of his duties;
and alchough he was sometimes attempted to be
stigmatised with the appellation of *“ the car-
dinal priest,” yet he has never heen necused of
indulging in games of chance, or Playing for’
any s, "that might impaie his fortane, or en-
gender the rematest suspiciom of wvarice,

As hie advanced inyears, poarsnits of a fue dif-
ferept” kind engrossed his attention.  He had
ceased indeed to he a lawyer, bt he had beécome
p politician.  His viciuity to town enabled him
to he specdily adquainted with all the eveuts of .
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the times, and there is something jn the yery
atmosphere of a great metropolis, that commu-
"nicates its influence, to a wide circle around it.
Mr. Horhe appears, in ecarly life, to have im-
bibed high and exalted notions of public liberty;
and these, operating on a samgninc tem ent,
produced a degree of zeal, which, Qm:was
corrected by experience, must at @mes have
approximated to political fanaticismt, It would
be truly curious to trace the orwm of those
ideas, and thus, connecting cause with effect,
make g liberal estimate of the result; bat,in the
absence of facts, it is only pennitted to guess at
first causes, by a vecurrence to eontemporary
history. .
When he was a boy, the immediate effects of
the revolution had not yet ceased to operate;
while the new dynasty intrédaced by it, was still
alarmed by the! cluims of a pretender to the
throtic. - All partics ultimately appealed to the
nation, and they who huiled the nane of Wil-
liam JI as the * great deliverer,¥ or supported
the legitimate claims of the house of Brunswick
to the cyown, alike founded their pretensions on
populur rights. It was thus decidedly the in- _
terest ‘even of the court, to countenance those
principles, whence it derived its streagth and
stability; and an unhappy breach, which at this
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gested; but there are no limits to conjecture,
and perhaps it might be carrying the spirit of
speculation too far, to suppose that young
Horne had been inoculated by appx:oximation'
to royalty, and first caught the holy flame of
freedom, at Leicester House; the altars of which
“then smoked continually with popular incense,
"while strains were there chaunted to liberty, by
the best poets of the.age, worthy of the days of
Harmodius and Aristogiton,



CUHAPTER IL

FROM 1765 to 1767

. Short Retrospect of Public Affairs on the Acces-
sion of George I II._—-CI:araclers of the Lords
Chatham and Bute.— The Subject of this

Memoir determines to take-an active Part in
the Disputes of that Day y.— Revisits France;

-where he meets with Mr. Wilkes.— Copy of @

singular’ Letter transmitted from Montpel-
lier.—He repairs to Italy.

‘IT may be here necessary to interrupt the
~ course of this narrative, in order to take a survey
of the political hemisphere, at this period, with
a view to discover those motives which gave a
new as well asa pcculiar direction to Mr.Hornc's
career, and influenced the w hole tenor of his
fature life. .

. The lattér part of the relgn of Geome II was
both happy and fortunate; for the nation, firmly
united at home, appeared, at the same time; to
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be formidable and trinmphant abroad. While
a new empire was founded in the east, our colo-
nies in the western bemispliere secmed to be
connected to the mother conntry less by the ties
of allegiance, which are often feeble and pre-
carious, than by a reciprocity of interests and
good oflices, producing protection and kindness
on one side, followed by love, veneration, and
) voluntary obedience, on the other.

The youthful monarch, who now suceeeded
to the crown, commenced his reign under the
most propitions auspices, by providing for the
future independence of the judges, and endeavour-
ing to gratify all the partialities of a loyal and
affectionate, people. In his first speech from
the throne, he gloried in being ““ born a Briton,”
and asserfed, at the same time, ¢ that the civil
and religious rights of his loving subjects, were
equally dear ilth the most valuable prerogatives
of his crown.

The country, 1ndeed was still- at war; but
that war™ was just, popular,' and successful.
The finances were regulated with a considerable
. degree of prudence; and the resources of the
state, instcad of being exhausted, scemed mml-
tiplied" by dlﬂuswn. Fleets were manned,
equipped, and sent out, with an eqmdttmn never-
hefore xyxtnessed, and Lngland,‘ as hcretotow,
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did not alone blecd in the contest; for, notwith-
st'mding" the joint operétion of civil and veli-
gious antipathies, Ireland poured forth her gal-
lant sons, and the brave and hardy peasantry

 of the north, for the first time, were cilled into
action in the common cause.

All this was effected by the t'\lents, the vigour,
'an(_l the virtues of one man, whose portralt Te-
quires the pencil of a master: I shall, therefore,
merely attempt to sketch the outline, and that,
too, with a feeble and a trembling hand.

The first William Pitt, a great and accom-
phshed statesman, at the period alluded to, still
remained at the head of the administration *; and

* This was termed the Pitt and Newcastle ;lministry. the
former conducting the affairs. of the state, while to the latter
was entrusted the management of the house of commons., The
following was the arrangement in 1700, at the accession’ of
George 111.

1. I)uke of Newcastle, first lord gf the (‘usury.-

2. Mr. Legge, chancellor of the eXchequer.

. 3. Lord Henley; chancellor.
4. Duke of Bedford, lord-licutenant of Ireland. ,
5. Earl of Holderness, secrctary of state for the foreign
department,
6. Mu. Pitt, sccretary of state for the home dcp"utmcnt
7. Earl Granvnlle, prea:dcnt of the council.
* 8. Earl Temple, lord pnvy seal, .

9. Lord Ansou, first commissioner of the admiralty.
10. Lord Ligonier, commander-in-chief.
11.. Viscount Barrington, secretary at war.
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conducted the affairs of that nation, which he
had raised from a state of abasement, to an un-
exampled pitch of glory: Victorious in both
hemispheres, and on either clement; while he
enlarged the acquisitions of Britain by land, the
flag of the United Kingdoms triumphed on every
sea; commerce and” manufactures flourished, as
in times of profound peace; and the miseries of
war were for the first time unknown. Detesting
corruption, he left the management of parties
to others, and, trusting to his own master-
genius alone for success, boldy pointed the
British thunder at the heads of the encmies of
his country; and taught France to acknowledge
the superiority of a small but frec nation over
a great and despotic cmpire. It might bLe
likened to the contest of Gx‘eece; in her best
days, against Persia; it was Themistocles, with a
- handful of Athenians, overcoming the fleets ang
the. armies of the Great King! wlccoml .
Without patrimony, without family con-
nexions, without titles, ‘this wonderful man,
after being deprived of his commission as a

-

12. Mr. George Grenville, treasurer of the navy.
13. Sir Charles Prati, afierward lord Camden, attorney
general. : ' .
This proved not only the, most success(ul, but also the most

popular ministry, ever witnessed in Great Britain,

+
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cornet in the Blues, by the jealousy of Walpole,
suddenlyattained the firstoffices in a free state, by
the power of eloquence alone*. Nature ap-
pears to have heen prodigal of her favours at his
birth, He possessed a prominent figure, and
the features of his face were admirably ex-
pressive of the ardor of his mind. His nose is
said to have resembled the beak of an eagle;
his look was fascination; his eye, suddenly
transfixing with its lightning, scemed to destroy
the victim before his lips had pronounced its final
doom.

" His dress, if we are to credit tradition, was in
exact unison with his person; and the' tie wig
and rolled stockings, still to be seen on the can--
vas, were no less picturesque than appropriate.
Add to all this a cert@n theatrical attitude and
manner; -gesticulations scrupulously adapted to
the subject; a tongue, that could by tarns dxop
honey or distil venom; words-at once expressive,
glowing, ardent; a voice, the varying tones of
which secmed equally ealculated to communicate
delight -by their music, or appal, terrify, and
overawe, with their- mimic thunders. Such a .
man could not.be degmed a servile copy even
from the ancients; like them, he was an original.”

* Omnis vis virtusque in lingua sita est, — 4d, C, Ces, de
Repub. Ordinund,
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Bat, if his oratory formed the lever by which
he moved the house of commons, the British
empire, and all Europe, let it be recollected,
that he superadded the far rarer gift of a ‘talent
and capacity for command. This enabled him to
conduct the affairs of his native country with
an unexampled degree of vigour and ability:
for, while eloquence issued from bislips, wisdom
and success seemed to preside at his counsels.
He was the first man who discovered the
strength, and knew how to Wield the combined
energies of this nation. Equally great in the
senate’ and the cabinet, Pitt stands unrivalled
among our British statesmen, and even Cecil
himself might Have turned pale at his name.

Yet, unb'lpplly this great minister did not
long possess the confidedte of the young mo-
narch; and as he could not be answerable for
the effect of those measures which were not ex-
pressly dictated by; himself, he suddenly with-
drew. This sinistrous event seemed for a
while to palsy the whole body-politic. The
parliament, hitherto unanimous in his support,
was suddenly split into factions; buf the people,
more constant, as well as more pure in their
attachment, with one voice declared in behalf of
their champion. ’

Meanvwhile, it was decreed that a favoumte-—-—

VOL. I. F
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a term always peculiarly odious and ungrateful
in a free country—should ‘succeed him, on
“whom had been conferred the flattering appel-
lations of the ¢ Great Commoner” and the
¢« Heaven-born Minister.” o,
This favourite was ~John . earl of Bute, a
nobleman, to whom sufficient justice has not
been done, amidst the bitterness and malevo-
lence of party rage. Illustrious in respect to
family, being lineally descended from sir John
Stuart, son of Robert 11, king of Scotland, he
was lofty in his maunners, and at no period’ of
his life either affected or acquired popularity.
But he was a generous patron of the arts and.
sciences, ard proved one of the first and most
liberal protectors of botany and engraving in-
this country. His pé¥son was handsome, and
to this circumstance, rather than to any extra-
ordinary degree of talents, he is supposed to
have been indebted for his power and riches.
While still young, he mairied the daughter of
‘the cclebrated lady Mary Wortley Montague,
with whom he obtained an immense fortune;
and having occupied for some years an honour-
able situation in the household of the prince of
Wales, father to his present majesty, at length
became the governor of the rewmng monarch;
whose confidence he acquired early in life, and
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retained for many years. Within two days
after the accession of the young king, he was
accordingly sworn a member of the privy council,
* and obtained the rangership of Richmond Park,
~ while his influence in the cabinet soon became
paramount.

Such a sudden elevation exposed thig nobleman
to jealousy and suspicion. Unendowed with the
eloquence of thé senate, unprotected by great

- family connexions, and upheld by the partiality
of the prince alone, he seon became hateful to the
people. The victories obtained under 'his ad-
ministration were either deprecated as of no
avail, or attributed to the antecedent plans of
his more, fortunate rival; and when he wished
to put an end to the horrors of war, even the
olive-branch itself ceased to be a boon, when it
was to be received at his hands. Notwithstand-
ing this, the peace of Paris must now be aca
knowledged to have been alike politic and li-
beral, although it was then odious in the extreme.
Eveu the sudden and voluntary retreat of its
author from power could not secure imphnity;
for a torrent of invective still continued to be
poured out dgainst him, while his successors
were denominated his creatures, and his friends
considered as the enemies of the nation.
* But worse consequences ensned. The rival-
E 2
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ship of these two statesmen, which was com-
pared to the contest between Narses and Beli-
sarius, seemed not only to menace the prosperity
of the empire, but actually engendered a contest
between the court and the people. Im the
course of this dispute, a young and beloved
monarch beheld himself for a while hereaved of
popular favour; .and that enthusiasm, with
-which he was wont to be received, was suddenly
transferred to a patriot in disgrace.

The succeeding administration, too, instead of
soothing the public mind, inflamed it almost to
madness by the most impolitic. measures. A
gentleman, who commenced his career ag a par-
tisan of the ex-minister, was treated with a de-
gree of rancour unsanctioned by sound 'policy,
and prosecuted with a rigour 11nj}15tiﬁed by the
laws. Arrested and sent to the Tower by an
illegal process, the sympathy of the nation was
aroused in -his behalf, and he was soon after
liberated, in consequence of a solemn decision
of a court of law, amidst the acclamations of
the people. As the rights of all were supposed to
have been violated, so the franchises of the whole
body of thenation were soon after said tobe grossly
infringed in his person ; and the unceasing enmity -
of the ministers of that day never abated for a
single moment, until, by a long series of perse-
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cution, Mr. Wilkes became the most popular
man in the kingdom.

This conduct, which savoured of imbecility
and injustice, was ascribed by some to tréuchery
and treason. The most sinistrous intentions
were attributed to those in power; and suppo-
sitions were entertained by many, of a settled
design to enslave the people. Even the prince
himself,.who, by a“wise policy, is sheltered from
all personal responsibility, did not escape ani-
madversion, and was no longer saluted by those
loyal gratulations with which he had been re-
cently hailed. '

Sach was the situation of public affairs, and
so feverish and irritable the minds-of the nation,
when the subject of these memoirs first appeared
on the scene. It has become the prudent prac-
tice of domestic life, during these latter times;
to contemplate the disputes of opposing parties,
merely with a view to individual interest; and
either remain indifferent spectators, or to declare
for the victors, who are alone able to reward
their adherents. But ‘it appears to have been
-otherwise, half a century ago; and Nir. Horne,
whose mind was formed on the ancient models,
alike despised a neutrality, which he deemed cri-
minal, and an acquiescence, which would have
been considered by him as degrading. Accord-
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ingly, although the star of the house of Bute
was now in the ascendant, yet being considered
by him as a malignant planet, that portended
no good to his native country, with all the
generous impetuosity of youth, he instantly de-
cided against his own immediate interests.
Warmly attached to the constitution, both from
education and reflection, he burned with im-
patience to support its tottering fabric. Bold,
ardent, enthusiastic, he suspected that a regular
plot was actually formed for its destrnction, and
already anticipated the time, when, like Den-
mark about a century before*, and Sweden at
a subsequent period+, "the liberties of Great
Britain were to be laid prostrate at the feet of
a young, artful, and ambitious monarch!

This suspicion, howeyer strange and unac-
countable it may appear to some, he cherished
until the day. of his death, and this onght to be
considered as one of .the secret, but powerful
springs, by which all the actions of his future
life were actuated. Let it be recollected, how-
ever, that he had been brought up in the prin-
ciples so warmly advocated by the whigs, at
the time of the Revolution, and which still"
" continued to operate towards the middle of the

- * In 1661, during the reign of Frederic III,
+ August 19, 1772, by Gustavus IIJ,
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last century. Those ideas, too, were fortified by
an acquaintance with the history of the ancient
commonwealths, and seconded -by an ardent
temperament, which pointed out the present as
a favourable opportunity to acquire renown and
distinction. :

It ought also to be added, that he gloried in
the name of Englishman, and justly considered .
the constitution of ™ his native country as sur-
passing, in point of real efficacy and practical
excellence, not only all contemporary, but all

-antecedent governments, whether republican or
monarchical. His judgment, lately refreshed,
as well as invigorated by foreign travel, had
enabled him to make a comparative estimate
between what he had seen at home and abroad;
and it was with pride he heheld the balance in
favour of human happiness, to be on the side of
the land which had given him birth.

It will, therefore, appear less surprising, per-
haps, that a man, whe considered every infringe-
ment of the British constitution as a sacrilege,
should, on such an occasion, be ready to dash the
untasted cup of preferment from his lips;and begin
his career, by offering up the greatest of all sacri-
fices, at the altar of public freedom. From this
moment, therefore, he devoted himself to what
he considered the public cause; and, laying aside
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all thoughts of ecclesiastical preferment, he
seemed to have determined early in life, either
to vindicate the liberties of his country, or suffer
as a martyr in their defence.

Meanwhile, the name of Mr. Pitt operated
like magic on the great body of the people.
The whigs of that day always beheld France
with an invidious eye, and rejoiced at her humi-
liation and disgrace.. Considering the example
of successful tyranny as contagious, they vowed
eternal enmity and -everlasting hatred against a
king, who kept more than twenty-five millions of
his subjects in slavery; and they would willingly .
bhave waged perpetual war with a nation, base
and abject enough to hug their chains;” and
sacrifice themselves at the bidding of an unfeel-
ing despot. ‘

While such sentiments as these prevailed
generally.throughout the kingdom, it is not at all
surprising, that the man; who bad so nobly
avenged the cause of his country, should be an.
object of general love and esteem. His patriot-
ism, his downfall, his disinterestedness, his
poverty, all endeared him to his compatriots;
while the names of his rivals and: his- opponents
were doomed to execration. . !

Mr. Horne paitook of the general enthusiasm,
and made a common cause with the people, both
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in respect to their love and their aversion. It
was in vain that his brother-in-law* remon- .
strated against his imprudent conduct, and that
all his friends whispered in his ear,  that he was
- about to put an eternal bar to his future prefer-
ment. The image of Mr. Pitt seemed to have
haunted his dreams; the wrongs of Mr. Wilkes,
to have broken his slumbers; the fame acquired
by both, to have either awakened, or at least
given a new direction to, his youthful ambition.
In short, he resembled Themistocles, when he de-
clared, “ that the trophies of Miltiades would
0ot allow him to sleep.” V%€l more nlsser :
.Listening to nothing but the voice of pa-
triotism, he now took the field against corrup-
tion, and boldly assailed all those whom he con-
sidered as enemies to his country. Of his first
literary efforts, it is difficult, at this period, to
give any account. A song, to celebrate the
liberation of Wilkes from the Tower, has
been preserved in the memory of a surviving
friend; but it appearé evident, from a variety
of circumstances, that his labours were chiefly
directed against the favourite. Squibs;puns, pa-
ragraphs, letters, and essays, were. all employed
n their tarn, on this occasion. By degrees, he

* Dr. Demainbray.
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‘extended his plan, and on ﬁndmg that the chief
_]usuce of the King’s Bench* had pronounced
some severe and anpopular sentences against
“those who espoused the same’ cause with him-
self, he attacked him with an unexampled degree
of severity: in respect to this nobleman, indéed,
he appears, like Hannibal with the Romans, to
" have sworn an eternal enmity. The cabinet,
too, was by turns assailed, with all the united
efforts of sarcasmn, ridicule, and argument; and
his own, in conjunction with a thousand pens
bhrandished on this occasjon, in one common
cause, soon rendered that one of the most un-
popular administrations, which England had
witnessed for a century.

Bat his chief effort, consisted of an anonymous
pamphlet, which appears to have been so replete
with_ zeal, that, for a long while, no one could
be found, wha was daring enough to usher it
into the world. At length, however, a bold
publisher was discovered, and the work in ques-
tion printed, and prepared for circulation, on
the express condition, that the author’s name
should remain a secret, unnl a proeecntlon was
threatened.

This publication, which has now become ex-

* Lord Mansfield.
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tremely scarce, was chiefly directed against the
earls of Bute and Mansfield; and is entitled:

¢ The Petition of an Englishman; with which
are given a Copper-plate of the Croix de St.
Plllmy, and a true and accurate Plan of some
Part of Kew Gardens*.” The following motto
is prefixed: “ Honour is worth ambition in a
Pillory;” and Dryden’s apology for this species
of composition is quoted by way of preface:
“ There are two reasons,” observes that great
poet, ¢ for which we may be permitted to write
lampoons. ' The first is, when we have been
notoriously abused, and can make ourselves no
other reparation.

“ The second reason which may Jus’ufy an
euthor, when he writes against a particular
person, is, when that person is become a public
nuisance. ’Tis an action of virtue to make ex-
amples of bad men. They may, and ought to
be upbraided with their crimes and follies, both
for their own amendment, if they are not incor-
rigible, and for the terror of others, to hinder
them from falling into those enormities, which
they sce are severe]y pumshed in the persons of
others. The first reason is only an excuse for
revenge; but this second is absolutely of an
anthor’s office to perform.”

% Printed for E. Sumpter, 1765, 25 pages 4’to
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In .the tract itself, which is addressed ¢ to
the right honourable, .truly noble, and' truly
" Scottish lords, Mortimer and Jefleries,” there
-are many offensive passages. These exhibit a
complete specimen of that personal and national
satire, so common during the’ eaily period of
the present reign; and which, in consequence
of the lapse of balf a century, and the change
that has taken place in our manners, would now
be ¢considered as highly indecorous. It may be
permitted, however, to observe, that the two
noblemen mentioned above, are told that they
have created a new institution in this kingdom,
called “ the order of merit or of the pillory.
The boon I beg of you,” continues the author,
“is to be admitted a knight companion of this
honourable order; and that you would, in con-
sequence of this my request, speedily issue forth
a PARTICULAR WARRANT, for me to be invested
with this noble Croix de St. Pillory. Some,
such institution as the above-mentioned has
long been wanting in this kingdom. Give me
leave to assure your lordships, it is with no
small mortification, that mny countrymen appear
in foreign courts and nations, where they find
themselves surrounded by many acknowledged
mep of merit—the chevaliers of different orders
~—themselves undignified with any title, but that
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of ENGLISHMAN: their noble bosoms decorated
with no jewel, but—precious liberty!

““ And since, by you, the English name, is
.now melted down to BriTox *; and Liberty,
wrested from our hands, is, with great propriety,
trusted to the keeping of Scotch justices and
court boroughs:—leave us not.naked of every
honourable distinction. Give us this badge.in
lieu of what you have taken from us: that we
may afford a striking proof to some future Mon-
tesquieu, how true it js, that the spirit of
liberty may survive the constitution; and that,
though it is possible for .an infamous, royal

' FAVOURITE, hy corruption of’ and with the
assistance of an iniquitous prerogative judge; to
harass and drive insulted Liberty from our arms,
yet still she finds a refuge, from which she can
never be expelled—a freeman’s breast.”

From this new order, the author digresses to
a popular subject, and exclaims: “No! Wilkes,
thou art not alone—we are all our-lawed.

* This alludes to the king’s first speech from the throne,
in which hjs majesty glories in being born a « Briton.,” Mr,
‘Wilkes, and most, if not all the writers of thut'day, who at-
tacked the court party, made this very appropriate epithet a sub-
ject of censure. But in the first place, it was correct in point
of fact; and, in the second, prudent in point of policy; for
the battle of Culloden had béen fought but fourteen years
before, a pretender to the throne still existed, and the Scotch
had not then reaped those advantages from the union, which
they have since happily experienced.



62 ¢ LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 1765,

Sentence is passed on all. _The only difference
is, that they have formally driven thee¢ from the
protection of the laws, and they have virtually
taken the protection of the laws from us.” The
reader is at the same time informed, that as ho
one can dwell in safety, free from the violence
of secretaries, wall"rants, &c., he craves from
their lordships the favour of the pillory, as a.
matter of borour for the anthor; while, by way
of obliging the publisher, ‘it is recommended, at
the same time, to order this petition to be burnt
by the hands of the common executioner: * for.
the .formal burning of a“work at Tyburn will
shortly become the only received IMPRIMATUR;,
and, in order to stamp and establish the merit of
any piece, and to _make it acceptable to the
public, it will soon be as necessary that it pass
through the hands of the hangman, as it was
formerly that it should pass through those of a
licenser. ‘

¢ The affair of’ imprisonment,” it is added,
% he leaves entirely to your wisdom and discre-
tion: though indeed. he rather considers that as
a thing of course. For your lordships, no doubt,
have somewhere read, that truth (if it is a virtue)
is a virtue like the plague— (having too often
the same quality of making us generally shunned
and: avoided.)

“ Wisely, therefore, do your lordships, to pre~
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vent, spreading the infection, send it to perform
quarantine in the King’s Bench. MurtiraTION,
too, he has forborne to mention, though entirely
of your sentiments— that from the natural body,
as well as from the body politic, should be lopped,
without meréy, the members that offend.

“ Squeeze out, therefore, the eyes that pre-
sume te pry into your mysteries and intrigues
of STATE or LUST. 3

“ Slit the nose that dares to smell a
RAT. ' .

“ Wring off the ears and root out the tongues;,
-that listen to, or whisper the words— LIBERTY
and Laws.

“ And for the sake of congruity, for your
own satisfaction and certainty of a punctual per-
formance—be yourselves the executioners of the
sentences you pass.— And let Fulvia, with her
bodkin, pierce through again the tongue of
Cicero. o

“ But ‘you may go farther than this scheme
of partial punishment.—Nay, you must. . For
chopping off the hands of aunthors would be
doing worge than nothing. They spring up like _
Hydra’s heads. And it is to be apprehended,
lest the remaining stump of some poor, mangled
carcase, instead of INK, should write his pur-
poses in BLOOD,
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 Hang up at once, then, all who can read or

write. '
7. % You have a precedent in Cade*. And for
the justification of any infamous and dirty busi-
ness, it is at present sufficient that there is a
precedent.”

After this, the author returns to his favourite
subject, the violation of public justice, in the
person of a popular commoner:

“ Your lordship’s firm and persevering con-
duct has effected what our laws never could.
And an Englishman is under a necessity of being
either absolutely free from faults and indiscre-
tions —which is difficult— or your friend —which
is impossible. For we have seen, by Mr. Wilkes’s-
treatment, that no man who is not, and whe
has not always been, absolutely PERFECT him-
self, must dare to arraign the measures of a
minister. -

¢ It is not sufficient that he pay an inviolable
regard to the laws; that he be a man of the
strictest and most unimpeached honour; that he

* (Enter a Clerk.)

Weaver. The clerk of Chatham. He can wuiTE and READ .
and cast accompis. ‘

Juck Cade. O, Monstrous!

Weaver. We took him setting copies.

Cude. Here’s a villain!
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be endowed with superior abilities and qualifi-
cations; that he be blessed with a benevolent,
generous, noble, free soul; that he be inflexible,
incorruptible, and brave; that he prefer infinitely
the pﬁblic welfare to his own interest, peace,
and safety; that his life be. ever in his hand,
ready to be paid down cheerfully for the liberty -
of his conntry; and that he be dauntless and
unwearied in her service—all this avails him
nothing. ‘

“If it can be proved (though by, the base
means of treachery and theft) that in some un-
guarded, wanton hour, he has uttered an in-
decent word, ‘or penned a loose. expression — °
away with such a fellow from the earth —it is
not fit that he should live.” §

The following passages are too singular to
be omitted, as they seem to savour of prophecy,
exhibit the same indications of spirit with which
.'the author was animated; and at tl;e same time
prove that he was ready to devote himself, ‘to
what he doubtless cgpsidered the cause of the
nation: - o
* “Even I, my countrymen, who now address
myself to you—I, who am at present blessed
with peace, with happiness, and independence,
a fair character, and an easy fortune, am at this
momeut forfeiting them all.” !
 voL. L o F
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“ Soon must I be beggared, vilified,. impri-

soned. The hounds of power will be unken-
neled and laid upon the scent. They will track
out diligently my footstepss, from my very cradle.
Aund if I should be found onte to have set my
-foot awry—it is enough.—Instant they open
on me.—My private faults shall justify their
public infamy, and the follies of my youth be
pleaded in defence of their riper villainy.

« Spirit of Hampden, Russel, Sidney! ani-
mate my, countrymen! I invoke not your assist-
ance for myself; for I was horn INDEED A FREE-
MAN. ' "

- ¢ My heart in its first pantings beat to LIBERTY..
She is twisted with my heart-strings, and can-
not be torn from thence. They have formed
O"Lﬂlel’ a gordian knot, which cannot be un-
lu,z.stecl by the subtle fingers of corruption, nor
loosened by the touch of fear. Nothing can
separate. us., No! not the cruel and bloody

sword of tyranny. Her union with me is lovely
and honourable through hfg, and even in death

1 will not be divided fxom her.” . '

Mr. Horne was very fortunate to cscape from
that prosecution, which he seemed so anxious:
to court. For this impunity, he was perhaps
indebted to his seeming indiscretion, as he had
wade some gross allusions o the honour of a
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-great lady, which might have rendered a trial
in a court of justice both injudicious and inde-
licate; while it would have added not a little to
' tl{e public odinm against this personage, relative
to \\hom, too many prejudices unhdppl]y sub-
sisted at that moment. -

But it is not a little creditable to the subject
of these memoirs, that, whatever his political.
opinions might be, and however far his zeal
might have carried hin beyond the customary .
bounds of discretion, his character and integrity
were alike unimpeachable. “That he was re-’
spected not only by his own parishioners, but
also by the families of the neighbouring gentry,
there cannot be a better proof, than th.e fact,
that he was repeatedly selected to superintend
the morals, 'and regulate the conduct of young.
men of fortuye. . ,

Of this, a new instance oécured in 1765, when .
he was applied to. by Mr. Taylor, a gentleman
residing within a few miles of Brentford, to ac--
company his son, du:ring an.excursion to Jtaly.
Having been always fond of travelling, and par--
ticulyrly delighted with';the .prospect that nowt
~occurred, of treading on classic ground, he
readily accepted the offer; and towards the
_antumn of the same year, set forward with his
- usunal zeal and alacrity. ‘

F2
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Perhaps it may be here necessary to observe, .
that, at Dover, Mr. Horne constantly changed
his clerical dress; and, on crossing that narrow
strait, which, by separating us, from “ that pale,
that white-faced shore*> of France, has happily
ensured our independence, assumed. the habit,
- appearance, and manners of a private gentle-
man. Nor ought it to be omitted, that, on both.
this and the former occasion, the young gen-,
tleman entrusted to his care, never once dreamed,
_that he was under his inspection; but deemed
Limself hw;h]y Lonoured, as well as obliged, by *
the permission fo accompany him in the cap'lcxty
of a friend, during this journey.

Soon afterhis arrival at Calais, our traveller saw
and conversed with the father of the present M.
Shieridan, then employed on ascheme of perfecting
and extending the English language. He also -
became acquainted with his lady, who chiefly
addicted herself to the lighter pursuits of litera- .
tare; and in addition to two comedies, had. pro-
duced a couple of novels, entitled ¢ Sydney
"Biddulph,” and “ Nourjahad,” in which a strict
adherence to morals was happily umted with # **
fine and creative imagination.

On his arriyal in the capltal he visited sev everal
of his countrymnen, and, by means of a Tetter of

* King John, act ii, scene l., A
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introduction from Mr. Humphrey Cotes, a cele-
brated politician and wine merchant of the city |
of Westminster, who had recently become a
bankrupt by steadily supporting the cause of
"patriotism, he enjoyed an opportunity of being.
introduccd to Mr. Wilkes, who was thén in exile.
Accordingly, he immediately waited on that gen-
tleman, who received him with distingnished
politeness. He was already known to the * pa-
triot” by reputation, and the handsome manner
in. which he had mentioned this popular cha-
racter, while labouring under the penaltics of
proscription, could not fail to excite his grati-
tude and esteemn. '

That celebrated commoner, who, with a cor-
rect and elegant taste, ‘united all the vices of a
fine gentleman, and all the discernment of a
man of the world, soon discovered that his new
acquaintance was no ordinary man. He in-
stantly perceived, that he svas not only a scholar,
but a person of conspicuous talents. One so
richly gifted, and so replete with zeal and
disinterestedness, was likely to prove serviceable
both to his present and future views; he there-
fore solicited his friendship, and, after much
entreaty, exacted a promise.of cdrrespond'ence;
This was acceded to in an evil hour, by our
traveller, as will be seen’ fxere_after;‘ while the
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gay colonel of the Buckingham militia, plung-
ing into the dissipation of aluxurious metropolis,
soon forgot to cultivate that dcquamt'mce, which
he had been so desirons to formn and to improve.
Mr. Horne, after a short residence there, pro-
ceeded to Geneva, in the vicinity of which he
wvisited Voltaire; and in the south of France
associated with the anthor of the “ Sentimental
Journey.” He then crossed the Alps, and at
Genoa remained for some time in'the same house
with Mr. Rosenhagen, 2 man whose abilitics
- were once eonsidered of so high an order, as to
entitle him to the suspicion of being * Junius.”
After this, he viewed all the great cities of Italy,
and spent the festive season of the Carnival at
Venices g ‘
It is singularly unfortunate, that but few
traces of this journey, and none of the former
now remaif. Had Mr. Horne committed his oh-
servations to paper, there can be but little doubt,
that he would have produced an instructive
work, replete with information and research.
Since the time of Addison, we have had but few
learned travellers, and, with only one or two soli-
tary exceptions, no political ones. Amidst this
peonry of information, it is perhaps more
curious than useful, to speculate on what would
have been the opinions and the remarks of a
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‘man, who united all the-fervor of enthusiasm
with a talent for discernment; and to a heart
burning with the love forliberty, joined a cool and
calculating head. In France, he had an oppor-
tunity of contemplating'a people humbled by a
foreign foc, and subdued by the ministers of a
feeble domestic despot®, who, reclining in the
arms of indolence, luxury, and voluptuousuess,
was wholly inattentive to his own glory, the
happiness of his subjects, or the fate rescerved
for his unfortunate successor. In the parlia-
ments, however, he must have beheld a faint,.
but yet a-seductive image of the ancient states-
general, which had been occasionally convoked
during a period of three hundred and fifteen
years, and included thg representatives of the
commons, ever since the reign of Philip le Bel,
at which period a middle class of men had arisen,
between a powerful body of nobles, and an op-
pressed peasantry. To a mind so instructed, it
would have heen easy to have pointed out the
original causes that led, first to the disuse, and
next to the annibilation of this great assembly,
w]mh, like -our own parliaments, contiined a
happy mixtore of the dignitaries of the church,
"the, great proprietors of land, and the” deputies

. of the cities and towns. '

‘ * Louis XV.

A [
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This signal triumph over popular liberty was
achieved by the princes of the Valois branch;

-yet it could not have proved lasting, bat for the

regular army, first introduced during the reign
of Charles VII, and rendered necessan]y per-
manent, in consequence of the invasion and
successes of the English. The tyranny of Rich-
lieu completed what a succession of kings had

-.nothitherto been able wholly to effect; and at the

period ‘when our traveller visited that country,
political liberty had long ceased to exist, while
pelson'tl freedomn was of ¢ourse illusory and
insecure. .

Attached; from a thorough conviction of its

excellence, to the municipal institutions of Eng-

land, he would have eargestly deprecated a form
of government, which rendered the monarch un-

_ safe, and the people wretched; like Hume, Dn

Clos, and Chesterfield, he might have forefold

“that a national struggle would some day take

place; while, from the mannier in which the

. writings of Montesquieu, Mably, Raynd] Rous-

seau, dnd Voltaire were received, he could have
easily predicted that this epoch was actually at
hand. Bat,alas! nothingshort of inspiration could
have enabled him to prognosticate that a sadden
and portentous revolution was to he speedily
followed by a military tyranny, and a govern.
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ment exhibiting all the most odious features of
oriental despotism established in the midst of
Europe, at the commencement of the nineteenth
century. -

In Italy, he behcld a country which had
given laws to the world in ancient times, and,
by a strange concurtfnce of events, proved
alike the cradle of science and superstition
during the middle ages. Amidst scenes ren-
dered famous, and in some measure sacred, by.
the poets, historians, warriors, legislators, and
patriots of ages past, he might bave either calmly -
contemplated the classic page of antiquity, or
have solved the modern paradox, respecting the
sudden declension of its cities, and the corre-
spondent degeneracy of its inhabitants. ‘He
could easily have told us, by what magic the
external greatpess of Lucca, of Pisa, and of
Florence was produced. In Genoa, where he
resided many months, he must have contem-
plated, with a pllllOSOPhIC’ eye, the remains of a
_ state, or rather of a single town, which had en- -
‘grossed the lucrative. trade of the Black Sea:
awed the Mediterranean with its arined gallies;
with its caravals, rendered the north of Eu-
rope tributary to its commerce; by means of
% podesta, governed Pera,. the key to the im-
perial city of Constantine; and set the whole
power. of the Byzantine empire at deﬁance.
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A mind so gifted, conld have accurately traced
the history of Veniee, from its humble origin in
the island of Rialto, until the time,. when, like
Britain, it claimed the sea for its. patrimony; first.
shared, and thenengrossed the commerce of Egypt
and of the East, and, finally, wafting the heroes
of the crusade to the shores of Syria, besieged
Constantinople, and divided the remains of the
- Greek empire with the Turks. Instcad of agree-
ing with an elégant, but too pliaunt historian*,
“ that the twelfth century produced the first
rudiments of the wise and jealous aristocracy,
which has reduced the doge to a pageant, and
the people to a cypher;’?xhis ardent and inqui-
sitive spirit, would have at once revolted at, and |
detected a sophism, contradicted by the testi-
mony of history; for he well knew, it was not
until the great coancil, or popular assembly, had
been é};ut up, and the legitimate prerogatives
of the first magistrate violated, by a'jealous-oli-
garchy, copsistiﬁg,bf a few patrician families,
that this powerful commupity began to decline.
"At length, bereqvcd_.ofits wealth, ifs commerce,
its power, its liberty, and tottering to its des-
truction for want of a due balance, after ex-
pericucing "several centuries of happiuess, and
cven of glory, it lately fell a vcady sacrifice to
French perfidy and Austrian rapaciousness.

* Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, vol. viii.

3
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Bat it is full time.to terminate this digression,
and return from speculation to facts.

* On his arrival at Montpelier, Mr. Horne and
his young friend visited all the genteel. com-
pany in that place, both French and Englmh.
. Among the latter was -the late duke of Buc-
cleugh, accompanied by the celebrated Dr. Adam
Smith, author of the ¢« Weulth of Nations,” as a.
travelling tator; and Mr,, now sir Thomas
Hussey Apreece, who has lately exhibited some
claims to the b’u’ony of Latimer. :

It was dunng his residence in a cntv, whiclr,
by the caprice of fashion, was then deemned emi- -
aently salubrious, ‘and is now carcfully avoided
during a large portion of the year, on account
of the deleterious effluvia- of the neighbonring
marshes; that M. Horne scems to have first re-
collected his pledge to the famous ‘patriot whom
he had Ieft in exile at Paris. He now commenced
an epistolary correspondence, by means of aletter
equally singular and indiscrect. The following
is the only coirect and anthentic copy which has
ever appeared; and no-attempt shall be here
made . to palliate, far less to justify, certain pas-
sigges, which caimot be excused in' any point of
view, or under any circamstances whatever. .
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«TO JOHN WILKES, ESQ.— PARIS.

o “ .‘7fontpclier, Jan. 3, 1766.
“‘ DEAR SIR,

“ I well recpllect our mutu'al. engagement at
“ parting, and most willingly- proceed to fulfil
“ my.part of the agreement. '

“ You are now entering into a correspondence
“ with a parson, and'I am greatly apprchensive
¢ lest ‘that title should disgust; but give me
“ Jeave to assure you, I am not ordained a hypo- -
- ¢¢crite. It is true I have suffered the infectious -
“ hand of a hlshop to be waved over me; whokg

1mposxtlon, like the sop given to Judas, is only

‘ a signal for the devil to enter. '

“q allow; that usua]ly at that touch—¢ fy-
“ giunt pudor verumque, fidesque. In quoram
“ subeunt locum fraudes, dolique, quxmque,
“ &c, &¢. but I hope 1 have escaped the con-
“ tagion; and, if I have not, if you should at
“ any time discover the BLACK spot under the.
*« tongue, pray kindly assist me to conquer the
<¢ prejudices of education and profession.

“ I have not received as yet any letters fromn
¢ England. I believe there are a few- left for
“ me at the Post-house, at Marseilles;. but I do
“ ot expect any intelligence in them: I hope for -
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<« some from you, relative to yourself, that may
“ give me pleasure, though I am balf afraid the
“ hopes of the present ministry have misearried; -
“ for lord St.John, of Bletso, not long since. .
* showed me a letter from the duke of Grafton,
excusing himself -for not appointing his lord-
ship to the embassy of Constantinople, and
mentioning the nomination of Mr. Murray;
at the same time, hislordship told me, that be,
too, had long been soliciting that employ- -
ment: I wish there had been no greater ob-
¢ stacle in your way than his ]ordchlps interest
and merit.
“TI passed a week with Sterne., at L&ons’, '
and am to meet him again, at Sienna, -in the
summer.— Forgive my question, and do not
answer it, if.it is impe,rtﬁxent. Is there any
cause of coldness between you and Sterne?
“ He speaks very handsomely of you, when it
is absolutely necessary to speak at all; but
not with that warmth and enfluisiaun, that I
expect from every one that knows vou. Do
not let mé cause a coldoess between you, if
there is none:- I am sensible my question is
at least 1mprudent, and my Jealousy blame-
~ able.

¢ Sheridan is at Blois, by. orderof kis majesty,

“ and with a penswm inventing the method to

““ give a proper pronunciation of the English
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«, lang'uaée, to strangers, by means of sounds
¢« horrowed from their ‘own. And he begins
s withghe French. ' '

¢ I remember, a few years ago, when an at:
¢ tempt was-made to prove lord Harborough an

“ idiot, the council on both sides produced the

“ sume instance; one of his wit, the other of his
 folly. His servants were puzzled.once to un-

. “ pack a large box, and his lordship advised them
“ to do with it,. as they did with an oyster, put
¢ it in the fire, and it would gape!

“ This commission of Sheridan appears to me

. ¢ equally equivocal. Aud should a similar sta-
“ tute be at any time attempted against his ma- -
# jesty, they who do not know him may be apt
“ to suspect that he employed Sheridan in this
“ manner, not so much for the sake of fo-
“ reigners as his own subjects; and had pei-
“ mitted him to amnse himself abroad, to prevent
“ his spoiling our pronunciation at home. .

‘1 have this moment seen a letter from Eng-

“ Jand, that tells me that Fitzherbert has sent

£ you a power to draw on him to the amount of
#.1000l. a year: .

+ ¢ Eutrapelus, cuicunque nocere volcbat
* Vestimenta dabat pretiosa®: ~

* As this well quoted passagé afterwards, became a sub--
Ject of contention, the whole of it is here subjoined:
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« I am afraid this is Etdrapelmn generosity;
* and that, by furnishing you with the means of
‘ pleasure, they intend to consign you over to
““dissipation, and the grand points of national
“ liberty and your glory to oblivion. I am sure
“ they will ‘be mistuken; nothing little or com-
“ mon is for the future to be pardoned you.
“The public have done you the justice to
“ form extravagant nations of you; and though
“ they would be very sorry to see you neglect
“any opportunity of serving your private in-
"% terest; yet they hope never to have cause to
“ reproach you s Brutus-did Cicero.—*That it
“ was not so much a master that ke feared,
% Anthony for that master.’ -
“ You perceive how freely I deliver my sen-
“ timents; but all this is uttered in the openness
of my heart, and ought not to offend you, as
* it proceeds from a man who has always both

«¢ Eutrapelus, cuicamque nocere volebat,
« Vestimenta dabat pretiosa.  Beatus ehim jam
“ Cum pulcris tunicis sumet naya consilia ct spes :
¢ Dormiet in lucem; scorto postponet honestum
 Officium ; nummos alienos pascet: ad imum
“ Thrax erit, aut olitoris ageL mercede cabalium.”
Epist. ad Lollium, 812, Hor. Lib. 1.

Volumnius Eutrapélus ‘was a companion of the profligate
Anthony, and is mentioned by.Cicero, both in his Epistles
and Philippics.
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“ felt for your suterings, and spoken highly of
“ your conduct in.the pubhc cause. In the
¢ meantnme,

“ I am, dear sir,

“ Your most obedient,
“ and very humble servant,

¢ Joun Horng.”

Of the first portxon of this letter, enough has
been alu.ady said, and it is to be hoped, that
the writer, ‘on this occasion, rather flattered the
supposed opinions of his new acquaintance, than
exhibited- his own. The remainder is equally
cnrious and interesting; for it proves that Mr.
Hornehad already detected the secret views of Mr.
Wilkes, who had long" wished to repair to a
distant -part of the world, in some honourable
and lucrative employment, and that of minister
to the Ottoman Porte had been actually selected
by himself. It appears evident, too, that his
mte]lwcncc was so excellent, that he had be-
come acquamted with the negocxatlon with the
Rockingham' administration, in consequence. of
which, a considerable annuity was to bt paid this
gentleman, while he remained in exile, with a
“view of keeping him quiet. The sum in ques
tion, however, was not to be taken .out of the,
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public money, but lévied by a voluntary sub-
scription from the sularies of those in place.

Whether it was, that Mr. Wilkes was piqued
at the discovery, or mortified at the disclosure
of this transaction, is uncertpin; but true it is,
that no answer was cver retarned to this sin--
gulyr epistle.  Whatever mdy he its faulte., no
cone’ can deny, that the sentiments dls(‘]osed m
the latter part of it, are as just and commend-
able, as those in the former are offensive and
indiscreet; and it will readily occur, that therein
is developed, cven at this carly ])ex‘iqd; not only
that warmth of sentintent, but the sawme noble
scorn of corrption, which the muter ste'\dxly
evinced through life. -

Meanwhile, the neglect with which he was
treited, could not but prove trying in the
extreme, to # man eager to cultivate an in-
timacy with Mr. Wnll«.cs- who had been pre--
vailed upon to 'u.cept an iuvitation to a lite-
rary intercourse, and had -cotmmitted himself,
"in a manuer, and .to an exent, whence it was
impossible to recede. Notwithstanding all this',_
on his return to Paris, in the couise of the en-
suing spring, Mr. Hgrnefound means to see the
exiled patriot, without undergoing “either the
formality or humiliation of a visit. This oppor-
tunity of demandjng an explanation was not suf-

VoL, I. ¢ X
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fered to escape; but every attempt to gratify his

‘curiosity, was skilfully parried for a time by the

gallant colone] nho, over a bottle of burgundy,
in a jocular m'mner, and with his usnal flow of

wit and vivacity, endeavoured to convert the

whole into ‘a joke. Fmdmg, however, that his
correspondent was too serious to partitipate in

his witticisms, he coneluded by denymo the
recelpt of the fatal epxsﬂc

‘But notwithstanding our traveller had reason
to suspect his veracity, even at that period, vet
a recopciliztion actually took place; and al-
thotgh he soon after learned, that the letter in
question ‘had been actually shown to numbers,
accompanied with a menace of publication, yet
this instance of treachery, superadged to untruth,
was freely forgiven. .

Bemg now nbout to-repair to hugland “honc
it was necessary that he should resume. his cle-
rical dress and functions, Mr. Horne deter-
mined to leave bis_ fashionable ¢lothes at Pam,
whither he ‘had -determined - to refurn in the
course’of a few months, He accordingly con-
fided his wardrobe to the, care of Mr. Wilkes,

-as may be seen from the following curious note,
transmitted to that gom}cm'm on the moruing,
‘of bis dopmtme.

’
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« Paris, May 25, 1767.
‘“ DEAR SIR, ‘

“ According to your ‘pem}ission, I leave with
you:
“ 1 suit of scarlet and gold, cloth.
“ 1 suit of white and silver, cloth.
“ 1 suit of blue and silver, camblet.
1 suit of flowered silk.
“ 1 suit of black silk.
1 black velvet surtout.
“ If you have any fellow feeling, you cannot
“ but be kind to them; since they too, as well
“ as yourself, are outlawed in England; and on '
“ the same account—their superior worth.
, “ I am, dear sir,
“ Your very affectionate,
 humble servant,
“ Joun Horne.”

(14
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rroM 1768 T0O 1769.

Mr. Horne bechmes « popular Preacher—a new
_ Direction suddenly given to his Habits of Life,
iu/ the Middlesex PEloction—his successfut
© Exertions i behalf of . Mr. Wilkes and Ser

]emzt Gl J?I"(’-— an Anecdote.

MR. HORNE returned to England during
the snmmer of 1767; ahd leaving the young
gentléman commitied to his care at the paternal
mansiofr, he repsired to his vicarage, and re-
.sumed his foriner course of life. Havinggpre--
viously resutned bis black coat, he proceeded as
before to 'discharge the various functions attached
" to his oﬂxce, “huh, doring his absence, had
been ably supplicd by a curate. e had now
held the chapelry of Brentford during a period
of seven years, and was greatly respected by all |
around liim, not only on account, of lis moral,
but bis companionable qualitics,of both which, all
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men either are, or pretend to be judges, while
his singular talents, hitherto undeveloped to the

public at iarge, were only unveiled to a few who
“knew how to admire and appreciate them.

I am in posscssion of two anccdotes, con-
nected with the present portion of his life, one
of which I learned from ene of his relatives, and
the other from himself. Having . aspired about
this time to become'a popular divine, he was
often solicited to preach in several churches of
the metropolis, and frequently officiated at St.
Paul's, Covent Garden. On one of these oc-
casions, . after having recapitnlated, with his .
accastomed ability, the leading principles of

the Christian religion, in a short, but argumen-
' tative discourse, he was followed into the vestry
by two. well-dressed females. The elder of
these informed him, that her nicce, miss * ¥ ¥,
had been greatly aﬂected -with his sermon, :md
having had many strange doubts, for a long
tiine, preying on her mmd,.relntive to certain’
points of doctrine, the young lady was extremely
desirons to have her scruples removed by a person -
‘of his high character and talents. ‘This of course
led to an acquaintance, and Mr. Horne was .

ever after accustomed to boast, * that he had
found the young lady an infidel, and Jeft her a
good member ot the clmm%f L‘nlr]and
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" The other is of a different kind.: Having been
requested to preach a charity sermon, at St.
John’s church, he prepared himself accordingly;
and, not knowing that there were two parishes of
this name, the one in the city, the other in its in-
mediate vicinity, he happened to repair to the
wrong one. On discovering the mistake, he -
" immediately hurried away to St. John’s, Shad-
well; and on- his atrival was told, *¢ that the
congregation had been singing psalms for ‘half
an hour, in cxpectation of the famous Mr.
Horne.” Upon this, he hurried on his gown,
and prepared to ascend the pulpit, when, lo! he
discovered that he had forgotten his manuseript.
In this new dilemma, a clergyman, who liappencd
to be present, offered to supply him with a dis-
course, “ on the dignified conduct of St. Panl.
before Agrippa.” Tlns, all.honvh little to tbo
present purpose, was - readily accepted, and as
he luckily recollected his own text, Mr. Horne -
at length resolved to gratify an impatient an-
dience. He accordingly commenced,!with a
suitable mtnoductmn, conceived and pronounced
extemporaneously; he then proceeded to the
argumentative part, which he horrowed chicfly
from the sermon before him, supplying the de-
clahatory portion by the usual allurmg and
persuasive doctrincsh favour of public charitics,
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After this, in a short bat pithy peroration, he
summed up, and strengthened all the former
- reasons and inducements for alms-giving; and,
~ finally, concluded with # most pathetic address
to the feelings of bis hearers. On his descend-
ing, he was complimented by the rector and
churchwardens, for his very able discourse,
which was attended with such a heneficial effect,
that the congregation proved unusually liberals
so that the suin obtained far exceeded any thing
of the kind hitherto received at any antecedent
period. o
There is abundance of proof, indced, that
Mr. Horne was now considered an admirable
preacher, and that his cloguence. only wanted
.cultivation, to place him among the most suc-
cessful. of our English divives. Butit was in
orthodox and. doctrinal discourses, that he chiefly
excelled, and le is accordingly reported to have
distingnished himse]f greatly by his exhortations
"hefore confirmation, on which occasion, by
ming]ing’éqhn,d arguméﬁt with kind and affec-
tionate persuasion, he pever failed to make a
suitable impression on all who keard him. In
short, he might not only have been greatly re-
spected, as a popular pastor, but was still in a
fair way to become one of the pillars of they An-
glican church, when a memorable event occurred



88. ' - LIFE OF JOIN RORSE TOOKE.  15GS.

in. the political world, ‘and proved an unsur-
wountable, alibough not, perhaps, an unexpected
obstacle to his future preferment. o
The well-known pulitician, with whom he
Lad became acqnainted ut Paris, in 1708, most
unexpectedly offered himself, ahout this. period, -
as a candidate for the county of Middlesex.
Although ‘the minister of New Brentford was
‘not iguorant of the vices of that ceichrated cha~
'mcter, yet he well kuew how to distinguish
between him and his cause: againse the former,
he was constantly on his guard; while, in respect
to the latter, e bad always heen favourable to
it, and that too, in no ordinary degree. Of bis
talents.and intrepidity, he was well assiired, and
by this time, he was not so ignorant of the
world, as cither to hope or expect, that no one
except a man of an immaculate character, should
enter the foram, as an advocate' for popular
rights. —Bat jt may be here necessuiy to
pourtray this singular person, as he was not
only .intimately. connected with the history of
that day, but also with the future fortunes of
the subject of these memoirs; who evinced hin-
self’ by turns, his kindest tucml, as well as bit-
terest foe. ‘ ' '
Jahn Wilkes, the son of an eminent distiller,
was a native of London, a circumstance of
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which he seems to have frequently boasted. His
mother appears to have been a dissenter, while
his father was so much attached to revolution-
principles, that, in order to escape from the pos-
sible contagion of a political stain, the sqn was
not allow cd to complete his education at cither
of the English universitics. Il was, therefore,
sent to Leydeu, to finish his studies in the coun-
try which had.given birth to William I1I; aud
while in that city, formed an acquaintance with
Myr. Baxter, who first made him known to the
world by the dedication of a work * of some ce-
lebrity.

Having been supplied with « liberal allow-
-ance, he was cnubled, during his travels, to-
form an 'u'quamtaute with the dukc of Grafton,
and 'several of the English nobility, together
with many commouers of distinction.  Soon
after his retarn from abroad, he paid his ad-
dresses to an heiress 4-; and, on his marriage
with that lady, settled at Aylesbury.” On the
introduction of a national militia, he distin-
guished Limself as a warm 'ulvocate fora mea-
.yure, intended partly to' counterbalance the sap-
'poscd d‘mgers of a st.uulxm army, and partly

* Matho, sive Cosmothona puerilis, Dialoguss in quo
prima I‘lement'\ de mundi ovdiye, - ct ornatu propunumur
1 Miss Meade, '
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to render tlic introduction of forcign troops un-
necessary; but which, strange as it may dppear,
-was neither relished by the government nor the
peop]e. ' :

Atjits first institation, he acveptcd of a com-
pany in the battalion raised in the county of
Buckmgham ;-and, on the retreat of his friend,
sir Francis Dashwood, afterwards lord Le De-
spencer, earl Temple, with whom he lived in
great intimacy, in his capacity of lord-lieute-
nant, conferred on him the con‘miand of the
regiment. . .

Colonel ‘Wilkes commenced his political ca-
" reer, in 1754, as a candidate for the city of Ber-
wick, and published an address, on that occa-
sion, fraught with 'ample professions of purity
and patriotism. Proving unsuccessful there, he
aftcrwards,rep:escntul thc place of bis residence
in two- successive parliaments, having acqmred
the'good will of the inhabitants, as well as of
“the ncighbouring- gentry, by the fascinations of
a polite addreqs, and the hospitalities of a plen-
. teous and elegant table. Attached to the elder
Mr. Pitt, whom "he had ‘constantly supported,
~ from a conviction of " the great talents and capa-
city of that celebrated statesman, he contem-
plated his removal from the helm with equal re-
gret and indignation ; and strove, by all possible
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means, to render his successor odious to the
people. This was effected without auy great
difliculty. The marked esteem of the king and
the princess dowager, ‘the jeulousy «cnemlly at-
tendant on power, even the very comntry of the
new premier, contributed to render hitu suspect-
ed; and he became eniinently nppopular, when
contrasted with his illustrious rival.

Mr. Wilkes,.at the age of thirty-four, first
displayed his talents, as a party-writer, by a
pamiphlet severely animadverting on the public
documents relative to a rupture with Spain; an
event which had been foreseen, and was intend-
ed to have been anticipated by the ex-minister.
~—In 1762,%in conjunction with Lloyd and
Chnrchill, he published the first numnber of the
¢ North Britain,” a paper unexampled, in point
" of circulation, since the time when sir Robert
Walpole was attacked in the ¢ Craftsman.”  In
this periodical work, at once satirical, popular,
and vituperative, the delicacies of private life,
the feelings'of the sccond lady in the kingdom,
and the mijesty of the throne itself, were nof -
“deemed sacred., One duel with lerd Talbot, the
steward of the king’s houschold, in wlnch the
colonel conducted himself with great gallantry ;
another with: Mr. Martin, treasurer to the prin-
cess dowager of Wales, in consequence qf which

s
.
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he was dangerously wounded ; added to several
attempts at assassination, at once enddngered
the life, and cndeared the persoun of Mr. Wilkes,
to the public.

In addition to this, happily for him! the
laws themsclves were violated in -his person
as he was arrested, by.a general wurrant, for
a libel, on the 2pth of April, 1763; in conse-
quence of which all his papers were seized, and
he himsclf made a close. prisoner. “This pro-
ceeding, by connecting his cause with a gland
 constitutional question, added to the number of
Lis adherentsy while his dismission, by a royal
order, from the ceunnand of bis regiment; a
prosecution by the king's attorney$gendral ; the
"develiction of one of its chojcest privileges' on’
the part “of .the house of commons, in order
that he might find no pratection from llis.qua-
lity of a representative ; all these tended to ex-
cite the indjguation.of the people.
~ After ohtaining a vérdict, with large damages
and costs of suit, ‘against the two sccretaries. of
.state *, who -had authorised his arrest, the
‘member for, Aylesbury found it necessary,fo re-
tirc to’ the' continent, and w‘aa, soon aftor, ex-
pelled from m'{e houses' whilg anothier addressed

‘The enrls of lffgrvmom and ll,nlil:ax.
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!
the king to prosecute him a-new, in conse- -

quence of an * Essiy on Woman,” a gross, in-
delicate, und flagitious publication ; of. which,.
however, only twelve copies appear to lnve
Leen printed s while the one now produced (the
only one ever published) had been obtained by
.the bribery and subornation of « domestic. The
intrepidity of My, Wilkes' did not succumb un-
der the greatest misfortunes that cau. attend a.
mdn; on the contpary, he boldly returned to his
nutive country; und -this exile, and outlau,
wha had speut his own patrimony, dissipated
his wife's fortune, aud was acensed of cheating
an hospital, now offered himself as a candidate
for the first.city in the empire. Nothing daunt-
ed by a repulse there, he next determined to re-
present that county which was the seat of the
laws he had violated; of the parliunent by
‘which hée had been ‘expelled and prosecuted ;
and of the prince to vhom ke had rendered him-
self ’)ergonal]y obnoyious.

. Such was the desperate state ‘of Mr. Wilkes's .
- affairs, when his cause was advocited by the
minister . of "New' Brentfoxd That gentleman
soon proved, tbat he enjoyed ‘considerable in-
fluence, not ouly in his own immediate neigh-
bourhood, but, also, throughout the whole
‘ county ;. and, as he possessed but little property,
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and few connexious thero, it is but fair to attri-
bute his unexampled success to zeal, character,
. and talents alone.
. Accordmg]y, while Dr. 'Demainbray, who had
niarried his own sister, and all those attuched
to the court, were busily employed on the other
side, he was active, labonom, and indefatigable.
Scarcely allowing himself time for the usual re-
freshments which natnre requires, he was em-
ployed; sometimes on foot, and sometimes on
- horseback, in canvassing the county, ‘ecnume-
vating the -merits and the sufferings of Mr.
Wilkes, palliating his errors, and apologising
for his follies. Such animated and unceasing
exertions were attended with correspondent ef-
fects; but so notorions was the poverty of the
candidate, who had been lataly repulsed in his
attempt to represent the metropolis, that he did
not possess cither money o1 credit sufficient to
open a single house at the ,usual place of elec-
tion. This deficiency was instantly supplied by
the enthusiasm of Mr. Horne, who pledged him-
" self, on that occasion, to the amount of all that
he was then worth in the world, and thus ob-
tained the two best ipns at Bredtford.

It was he who'infused a portion of his own
spmt and ability mto the committees for ma-
nagmw the contest; it was e “ho, sometxmes-

v
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in company with the popular candidate, and
somctimes by himself, addressed large bo-
dies of the clectors, who had Leen collected in
differe lt places for that purpose. In short,. in
opposntlon to calenlation, and as if to set expe-
ricnce and precedent at defiance, Mr. Wilkes,
whose fortune was desperate, and whose person
was liable every moment to be seized by a tip-
staff, proved firally successful. In consequence
of a generous burst of indignation, excited by 2

clergyman of the church of England, whose
whole income arose out of a small benefice,
the latter thus suddenly, as if by magic, found
mcans to return an outlaw, as knight of the
shire for the county of Middlesex, by the votes,
of a great majority of freeholders..

On this, as on all future occasions, he -care-
 fully avonded .every qppemance of force, con-
straint, and violence. Although the populace
were decidedly on the side of Mr. Wilkes, yet
no encouragement whatsoever was given to tu-
mult. - A similar moderation, however, was not
displayed on the part of those who managed the
clection of the unfortunate candidate; for. ruf-
fians, designated froin their arms by the ap-
propriate name of bludoeon—men, were hired
and embodied ; and these were let loose on the .
unoffending multitude, several of whom were
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desperately wounded, while a person of the
nanie of Clarke perished on the occasion.

Oa the other hand, Mr. Horne, who, as may
be easily supposed, was a man of strong pas-
sions, heing now in the full possession of youth, .
health, and animal spirits, like many others of
‘the same age and temPerament, donbtless both
did and said what would not have obtained the
sanction of his maturer judgment. Accustomed
to feel. acutely, and-express’ himself cnergeti-
cally, he was not altogether enlgnlated either to

. forget or forgive with so much promptitude as
M. de Chauvelin, a counsellor of the parliament
of ‘ Paris, who, ubout this time, established ®

“perpetual mass, to returri God thanks for pre-
serving the life 6f Louis XV, who had banished
him from his native country for his attachnient
to the laws. . e

_ -On the coutrary, he went somewhat into the

' opposite extreme on one memorahle oceasion, ’
and appeared nemrly as violent as the coré of
Rosaiuvilliers, who, during the disputes about

" the bnll Unigenitus, cxclaimid, from th_e pulpit,
“ that e bimself wounld he the first to dip his
hands in the blood of the Jansenists ¥ [y .
_short, during the Middlesegclcvtiou, an Q;KI)YCS- .

. % Le Sicele de Louis XY,
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sion dropt hastily from his mouth, which had
never seriously entered his heart, ““that, in a
cause so just and so holy, he would dye his
blackecoat red ™ This, coming from a clergy-.
man in full orders, and wnthm hearing of his
own parishioners, produced a considerable
sensation, was carefully"recorded by his ene-
mies, and afterwards repeatedly quoted by his
quondam friends, when they wished to lessen his
influence with the public.

The two miunisterial candidates, upon this oc-
casion, were sir William Beanchamp Proctor,
and Mr. Ccoke; the former of whom seems
to have rendered himself the most odious. To
that gentleman, Mr, Horne addressed a series of
letters, which appear to have been of a very
warm complexion, as may be gathered from the
following quotation :—

“ Were I to adopt the coarsest language
which is used by honest indignation to the most
prostitute and abandoned characters, I think I
should be justified in this address to you.”—The
author, who, as usual, affixed his signature,
added: “I have yet a character to losé; for I
have never signed iy name to a lie.”

On ﬂlla, as on many other occasions, he ap-
pears to have been incited chiefly by his attach-
ment to the knight of the shire for Middlesex,

VOL. 1. : H
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or, more properly speakimg, to the cause in
which he had embarked. '

“ Mr. Wilkes’s crime,” observes he, “iswell
known to have been, his opposing and exppsing
the measures of lord Bute. The two Humes,
Johnson, Murphy, Ralph, Smollett, Shebbeare,
&c. &c., all authors, pensioned or promised, had
been let loose on him in vain. The lord stew-
ard of his majesty’s household * (who has,
therefore, continued in that post through every
revolution of ministry), and the treasurer to the
princess dowager of Wales 4 (who, together
with that office, has a pension for himself and
a reversion for his son), had separately endea-
voured to commit a murder on his body, with as
Jittle success as otheirs had attempted his repu-
tation: for they found him—tam Marte quam
Mercurio.

“The'intended assassination of him by Forbes
and Dunn, had miscarried.

£ The secretaries of state had seized his pa-
pers, and confined his person to close imprison- °
ment. They had trifled with, and eluded the
Habeas Corpus. But still he rose superior to

‘them all, and baflfled, alone, the insatiable ma-
lice of his persecutors; for thongh they had, in
a manner, ruined his private fortune, his public

* Lord Talbot. + Mr. Martin. |
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character remains entire. They had spilt his
‘blood, indeed; but they had not taken his life;
and, with it, still were left—

« ¢« The unconquerable mind, and Frcedom’s holy flame.’

< It remained, then, to make one general at-
tack upon him at ouce, by every power of the
state, even in its separate capacity. The re-
vered name- of, majesty itself was misapplied
to this business. The house of lords, the
house of commons, and the court of
King’s Bench, through the little agency of Car-
rington *, Curry 4, Webb ¥, Faden§, Kedgell |},

#* A king’s messenger. -

+ A journeyman printer, who had been subomed to pur-
Iom Mr. Wilkes's proof-shects.

1 Under secretary of state.

§ A printer in the City.

It The rev. J. Kedgell, without v\hose aid, Mr. Wiikes
would never have incurred the odium of writing “ An Essay
on Woman;” twelve copies of which work only were
printed, at a private press, but never published. As the mi-
uisters of that day scemed determined to ruin that gentle-
man, and were not very scrupulous as to .the means, a jour-
neyman printer, of the name of Curry, was seduced, by pro-
mises, to purloin a proof-sheet, containing spme manuscript
corrections in the hand-writing of the author. This had
been effected through the intervention of this clergyman,
then rector of Horne, in Surrey, and chapldin to the duke of
Queensberry, who, soon after, published a dissertation on
the original work, written after the manner of Suetonius, the
Jatter of whom is said to have exposed the brutal appetites of

H2
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and Sandwich *, made one general as-
sault.”

But although these letters contained many
bitter and sarcastic expressions, no prosecution
ensued ; the person to whom they were addressed
contenting himself with the riband’ of ' the Or-
der of the Bath, just bestowed upon him, as &
recompense for his services on, this occasion;
while the other candidate, who h'td before en-
joyed the office of chief prothonotary of the
Common Pleas, was still farther rewarded with
the lucrative appointment of JOlnt-paymaster-
general.

Meanwhile, the new knight of the shire did not
enjoy his triamph unalloyed with pam. In the
course of a few days, he was arrested by a war-

the Czesars, with all the licentiousness and extravagance in
which they lived. The text must be bad. indeed, if it ex-
ceeds the pruuent commentary of this reverend divine !

After obtaining the living of Godstone, in Surrey, Mr.
Kedgell repaired to the Continent—apostatized—was ‘em-
ployed as tutor in the family of an electoral prince—and,
finally, became a priest of the church of Rome. TFor these
patticulars, I am indebted to his worthy successor, the rev.

Charles de Coetlegon, M. A., who has re-edified the church,
" and erccted a very excellent parsonage-house, out of part of
the revenues of the vicarage, which had been suffered to
{apse during a series of fourteen out of thirty years, that Mr.
K. resided in Germany.

*The late-carl of Sandwich, first lord of the Admiralty,
&c. - oo
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rant from lord Mansfield, chief justice of the
King’s Bench, and, on being rescued by -the po-
pulace, in his way to the prison of that court,
he prudently seized an opportunity, in the course
of the same night, to surrender himself to the
marshal. A majority’ of the house of com-
mons, too, having declared, “John Wilkes,
esq., unduly elected,” the speaker issued a new
writ, February 3, 1769. On this, the same
party who brought him in, repaired to Brent-
ford, and he was once more, returned, without
any opposition. This election, also, being de-
clared void, another writ was ordered, Feb. 17 ;
and Mr. Wilkes, by this time eclected an alder-
man of London, was chosen as before. A fourth
election, being attended with similar results, Mr.
Luttrell, now lord Irnham, vacated his seat,
and became a candidate for the county. On
this occasion, although he only polled 296 free-
holders in opposition to 1,143, on the part of
the popular candidate, .yet the house of com-
mons negatived the return of the sheriffs; and,
by a new vote, April 14, not only resolved as
before, ¢ that the election of Jolin Wilkes, esq.,
was void,” but added,. * that the honourable
Henry Lewes Luttrell, ought to have been re-
turned, and now is duly elected a knight of the
shire for the county of Middlesex.”

26238
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On this, the mob became furious against
colanel Luttrell, who soon after obtained the
office of adjutant-general in Ireland; and had
it not been for the personal interposition of Mr.
Horne, that officer would have fallen .a victim
to -their resentment ; for it was he who rescued
him from their clutches, and conducted him to
a place of safety. This generous conduct must
surely be ‘allowed to have been worthy of ap-
plause; but, such is the deadly enmity of politi-
cal contests, that it rendered him, ever after,
suspected by many of that party, and, on a future
occasion, was frequently quoted against him, as
an indelible offence, .

.Notwithstanding this, he proceeded in his ca-
reer; and, on the death of Mr. Cooke, which
occurred soon after, he pointed out one of his
- own friends as a proper person to represent the
county in his place.

On this occasion was selected a learned ser-
jeant, who bad rendered himself dear to the
minister of New Brentford, by his upright and
independent professional conduct. He had ex-
erted himself with equal energy and ability
against Jord Mansfield’s doctrine of attachment
for a supposed contempt in case of libel, and..
was the first practitioner who had dared to con-
trovert the legal opinions of the chief justice.
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He bad also given his gratuitous assistance,
during the late contests, and was in general
looked up to as one of the most sturdy, as well
as conscientious lawyers of his day. The fol-
lowing are the precise words in which he was
recommended to the county by the subject of
these memoirs :(—*I beg lcave to present Mr.
Glyon to your choice. I know bhis principles to
be as firm, and. his heart as incorruptible, as his
. conduct is modest and moderate, and his abilities
uncontradicted.  Complete your work, and
place by the side of your persecuted patriot,
Wi lkes, his strenuous and disinterested defender,
Glynn "

About this period, a riot took place in St.
George's Ficlds, and the military being called in,
a young man of the name of Allen, who was
afterwards proved to be an innocent and distant
spectator, was unhappily put to death. Mr.
Gillam, a magistrate, who had given the orders
to fire, was afterwards tried for his life, and on
his acquittal, a copy of the indictment was
granted him by the court, in express opposition,
however, to the opinien of Mr:-justice Gonld,
one of the judges who presided.

On these,ason all similar occasions; Mr.Ilarne
repeatedly exposed his life, to collect the wit-
nesses, secure the supposed murderers, and bring -
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the authors and actors to justice. HHe was at first
promised, by the party in opposition, that a
puMiamentary inquiry should take place in re-
spect to that transaction ; and, in consequence of
their iutended intervention, forbore to publish
the particulars, contenting himself with merely
stating a few facts to the frceholders of the
tounty, assembled at the Mile-Eud assembly-
room. It was he, also, who supported the wi-
dow Bigby, in *“ the appeal of blood,” against,
the murderers of her busband. Being aware,
from his knowledge of the ancient laws, that,
in a case of this kind, the king’s pardon, which
had been lately pleaded, could be of no avail,
he retained Mr. Dunning, at his own expense;
but, so novel was the practice, and so many the
obstacles thrown in the way of that great advo-
vate by the lord chief justice of the King's
Bench, that it was found almost 1mpos<1hle to

pmceed *,
Ile also, nearly at the same time, interposed, to

% Two brothers, of the name of Kennedy, had been con-
victed of the murder of John Bigby, a watchman, on West-
minster Bridge. As this event was accompanied with many
atrocious circumstanges, and nothing could be advanced in
extenuation of such a wanton and barbarous deed, it was, of
course, expected, that they were to expiate their crimes by
a shamefu} death. * This would, according}y, have occurred,
bat for the charms of their sister, the famous Poll Kennedy,
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bring Edward M‘Quirk, a chairman of notarious
bad character, (who had been hired during_the
election at Brentford,) to justice, for the murder
of George Clarke; but, although he was con-
victed of the crime, by the verdict of a jury, yet
the ministers were prevailed upon to grant a
free pardon to the offender. On this occasion,
Mr. John Foot, a surgeon, deposed, that the
blow given had proved fatal to the deceased; and
afterwards published an able pamphlet on this
subject, which ebtained him great credit; but I
have since discovered, by an original document,
that, although the chirurgical facts proceeded
from his pen, yet that, with this exception alone,
the whole of that very popular ‘production was
written by this zealous partisan of popular
rights.

Nor did his intrepidity, on this occasion, prove
less conspicuous than his talents. Thinking

who possessed sufficient influence, first to obtain a reprieve,
and next a pardon, .

Even this might have proved ineffectual, however, had
it not been for the avarice of the widow, who was gained
over by the sum of 350 guineas, advanced by a nobleman
with whom miss K, then lived. Mr. Horne Tooke lately as-
sured me, that the late Mr. Avthur Murphy was the person
who paid the money; and that Mrs. Bigby, after haggling
for a long time as to the amount, finally insisted on the whole |
being paid in gold! '
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there might be some difficulty in obtaining a
warrant from the magistrates to apprehend the
rioters during the election at Brentford, he de-
termined to effect his purpose by means of the
constable of the night alone. Accordingly, ac-
compamed only by that officer, he actually
seized those who had participated in the murder
of Clarke, while they were assembled at an ale-
house in the neighbourhood of Covent Garden,
* although one of them, on account of his gigantic
figure, had been ironically denominated ¢ the
infant,” and, notwithstanding liquor had been
freely distributed, made them prisoners. .

It was about this time, that Mr. Horne ob~
tained some influence in the town of Bedford,
and, in consequence of this, soon became an elec-
tor. The duke of Bedford, the patron of that
corporation, had rendered himself extremely un-
popular, partly by having negociated the peace
of Paris, and partly by a political alliance with
the duke of Grafton, who had lately deserted
from the party of the earl of Chatham; and,
erecting his. own standard, became prime mi-
nister.

By way of retaliation on the former, it was
determined to.attack him in what was deemed
a vital part. Accordingly, on discovering that
he was extremely obnoxious in his own borough,
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a successful attempt was miade to liberate it from
- his “influence. In this political struggle, the
subject of the present memoir most heartily con-
cwired; and, as he never did any thing by halves,
becamme one of the most active of the insurgents.
The contest took place September 4, 1769, on
the election of mayor and bailiffs. The duke,
who was present, finding himself unable to pre-
vail in his wish, not to add to the number of
freemen, requested of the corporation tonominate
twenty of his own friends. When the names of
those on the popular side were read, he re-
strained his indignation, until that of  John
Horne” was pronounced, when his grace was
pleased to express himself with great bitterness.
On a division, this candidate was however
elected, by a majority of six, there being seven-
teen votes in hi§ favour, and eleven against
him.

Junius, with his' accustomed bitterness, was
pleased, on this occasion, to denominate the
nobleman in question, “the little tyrémt of a
little corporation,” and observed, “ that, to make
his late defeat more ridiculous, he had tried his
whole strength against Mr. Horne, and was
beaten on his own ground*.” '

* Letter XXIII, p. 237, vol. i, ed. 1812.



108 LITE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE, 1769.

Au eveut occurred about this period, which
serves to show, that the subject of these memoirs,
had already turned bis attention to some of the
most abstruse and difficult questions counected
with the thcory and practice of Lnglish juris-
prudence. .

In 1769, when his fr iends, the aldermen
Townshend and Sawbridge, happened to be
‘sheriffs of London and Middlesex, sentence
was passed at thc Old Bailey, on John Doyle
and Joln Valline, two Spital Fields weavers,
who had been capitally convicted, in the follow-
ing words: “ You, the prisencrs at the bar,
shall be taken from hence to the place from
whence you ‘came, and from thence to the usuaw
place of execution; where you are to be severally
hanged by the neck till you are dead, and may
God Almighty be merciful to your souls.” On
Thursday the‘gtli of November, Mr., afterwards -
sir Jamies Eyre, the recorder, issued an order
for their exccution, in which he departed from
the tenour of his former judgment, by means of
the following additional clause, tending to ag-
gravate the panishment:

“ And whereas it hath been duly signified to
me, that it is his majesty’s pleasure, that the.
said sentence be executed in the most convenient
place, near Bethnal Green Church, in the county
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of Middlesex: now it is herehy ordered that the
execution of the said sentence be made and done
upon them, the said Jokn Doyle and John Val-
line, on Wednesday, the 15th day of this instant
November; at the most convenient place near
Bethnal Green Church, in the said county of
Middlesex.”

No sooner was Mr. Horne acquainted with
this circumstance, than be condemued the alte-
ration as a palpable deviation from the sentence,
and not only denounced every variance, on the
part of the executive, as illegal; but actually
maintained that a literal obedience to the warrant
would incur the guilt of murder*.

The sheriffs, startled at an assertion of so sin-
"gular an import, proceeding from' the lips of a
man, already considered as a great constitu-
tional authority, determined to take the best
possible advice on this subject; and a case
.was accordingly stated, - for the. opinion of Mr.
serjeant Glynn. This, which is short and
simple, appears to have been either drawn up
with the privity or penned by Mr. Horne him-
self. .

+ This was probably founded on the opinion of lord Coke,
who observes, * the judgment doth belong to the judge, and
he cannot alter it; and the execution belongs to the sheriff,
and he canunot alter it.”
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The learned counsel confessed a very greatdiffi~
culty in answering the question. “ If the place
is a material part of the sentence,” observed he,
“ the omission of which would vitiate the judg-
ment, the execution must be conformable to it,
and I know no authority that can justify a de-
viation from it. The king may pardon all or
part of the sentence, but cannot alter it; the
sheriff’s authority is the sentence, he is bound
to look toit, and see it rightly executed. If the
place is not material; then I should conceive it
to be in the sheriff’s discretion, he being respon-
sible for the fitness and propriety of the place.
There are certain cases in which the sherifls
must disobey such commands, viz. if the crown
commanded an exccution in a private room, or
‘church, &c.”

In this dilemma, he recommended to the
sheriffs to petition his majesty; they accordingly
applied to lord Weymouth, and obtained a
respite for the convicts; they, at the same time,
stated to the king, *their doubts, whether they
could lawfully comply with his majesty’s plea-
sure;” and begged that the late order for the
execution might be “ reconsidered.”™

In a second letter from the sheriffs to the
same secretary of state, dated Nov.'15, 1769,
they communicated the opinion of their counsel,
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and, from the writings of Coke, Hale, and Foster,
advance additional reasons for their conduct.
They contend, 1. “That the judgment pronounced
was their warrant forexecution; and maintain every
execution not pursuant to the judgment to be
unwarrantable; the sheriff is to pursue the sen-
tence of the court; if he varies it has been held
bighly ¢riminal; and the judgment pronounced
on Doyle and Valline is, that they be carried to
the usuaL place of execution.

2. “ The king cannot by his prerogative vary
the execution, so as to aggravate the punishment
beyond the intention of the law; the mercy of
the crown is not bounded, but it cannot go be-
yond the letter of the law, in point of rigour.
Now, the present alteration is not intended to be
a mitigation, but an aggravation of the sentence.
Neither immemorial usage nor custom can be
urged in behalf of this alteration; or if they
could, would they make it justifiable; because
it would not be a practice founded in mercy;
and, undoubtedly, where that is not the case,
(perhaps even where it is,) Judzcandum est legi-
bus non exemplis. .

“ Our doubts are still farther increased,
and become more important, when the conse-
quences of such an admission are considered.
If the crown can act contrary to the sentence



112 LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 1769.

in one instance, itmnay inall; if it can change the
usual place of execcution to Bethnal Green, it
may to Newgate Street, and cven to Newgate
itself; and thus our boasted nsage of public ex-
ecution, (not less necessary to the satisfaction
and security of the subject than public trial,)
may make way for private execution, and for all
those dreadful consequences with which private
executions are attended in every country where

they have beca introduced. '

4. “ Had the power of alteration been
in the crown, (which is humbly conceived not
to be the case,) his majesty’s pleasure has
not ‘been properly notified, and the recorder’s
authority alone would niot be sufficient to jus-
tify the sheriffs for departing from the sentence
pronounced by the court.” The whole con-
cludes with a prayer, that his majesty would
either suffer the sentence of the court to be ex-
ecated at the wsual place, or permit them to
have tlie sanction of the judge’s opinion on a
matter of so great importance to themselves and
the whole nation. '

A few days after this, lord Camden, then
chancellor, stated, in a note to these magistrates,
that ‘the case and question, enclosed by Ililll,‘
had heen referred to the twelve judges. Next
morning, the sheriffs returned for answer,  that
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the case alluded to, is so far from being full
and complete, that it is not the same case.

“ The case of which your lordship has fa-
voured us with a copy, consists of four parts:

“ The sentence of the court.

¢ The recorder’s warrant..

“ A stating of a sign manual; whick is not
our case.

¢ A counclusion, which is not our question.

“ The case and the question, therefore,” add
they, * referred by his -majesty’s command to
the twelve judges, is neither our case nor our
question.

“ For these and many other reasons, my lord,
we wish humbly to entreat his majesty, that the
same method may be followed with us as was
practised in sir Edward Coke’s case; who, after
having been chief justice, was appointed sheriff
of the county of Buckingham, and, taking four
exceptions to the oath proposed to him, both his
éxceptions and his reasons werc, by the lord
keeper, laid before all the judges, and received
each a separate answer, with their reasons.”

On November 30, it was notified in an official
letter, that the judges were of opinion,  that
the time and place of execution are in law ~No
PART of the Judgment and that the recorder’s

' VOL. L. °, 1
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- warrant was a lawful authority to the sheriffs,
as to the time and place of execution.”

On this the sheriffs complained to the lord
chancellor, of a “naked opinion,” on the part
of. the judges; and lament, ¢ that their doubts
are OVERRULED without being satisFiEDp.” They,
bowever, at length complied, and the two pri-
soners were accordingly execnted, at Bethnal
Green, Dec. 6, 1769, by the civil power alone,
as the sheriffs refused to accept of any military
assistance whatsoever. From this moment,
however, the mode of passing sentence has been
altered, so as to accord with the objcctions be-
fore stated, and prevent any variation between
the judgment and the order for execution.

Mr. Horne afterwards published the parti-
culars of this transaction, under the title of
¢ Gennine Copies of all the Letters which passed
between the Lord Chanceéllor and the Sheriffs of
London and Middlesex, &c. relative to the Ex-
ecation of Doyle and Valline*.” )

* Printed for R. Davis, in Piccadily, 1770, with the fol-
Jowing motto: ‘
s “ In rebus novis constituendis,
“« Aut urgens necessitas aut evidens utilitas: ”
We feel not the one, we see not the other.
' Sir F. Bacow’s Quotation and Comment,
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Such of these papers, as were written by Mr.
Horne, (and there is reason to suppose that he
either penned or dictated all such as were sub-
scribed with the names of the two city magis-
trates,) abound with able, learned, and senten-
‘tious remarks. The notes, too, are at once re-
condite and curious. Both will be prized byt
those whose studies have been directed to con-
stitutional investigations, on account of their
vespective merits; and while the lawyer may be
inclined to praisc them for their research, the
logician must at the same time be pleased with
the order, skill, and ingentity of the arguments.

12



CHAPTER IV.

FROM 1769 TO 1770.

Account of Mr. Horne's printed Sermon.— Alr.
. Onslow comimences an Action for a Libel. —
The different Verdicts irn that Causé.— Re-
Slections.

IT has already been remarked, that Mr.ITorne;
at this period of his life, had distinguished hiin-
self as a preacher; and, notwithstanding the
tamult of election contests and the continual
bustle and confusion incident to so many political
struggles, he now actually found time to compose
and publish a sermon. This seems evidently 10
bave been written in the bitterness of disappoint-
ment; and, as it is supposed to be the only reli-
glous tract ever printed by him, a copious ana-
lysis shall be inserted in this place.

The, text is taken from Psalm lv, verses 12, 13.

It was not an open enemy that hath done
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me this dishonour: for then I could have
borne it. '

 But it was even thou, my companion, my
guide, and my own faniliar friend.” .

The divine begins by acknowledging himself
to be sensibly affected with the pathetic impa-.
tience of David, who in all his other trials
appears patient and resigned; but this he owns
he could not bear. Few, it is observed, bhat
have experienced a similar sensation. “ And
because a disappointment in friendship is the
most common, and, at the same time, the most
stinging of all others— Listen to me, while I pro-
pose to you a metliod how you may escape this
anguish, and- never know, ¢ how sharper than a
serpent’s tooth it is to have a falthles:, friend.’

“ Forgive me, O my God, that I am forced

from this place to offer thee this public dishonour,
by putting thy friendship in competition with
that of man! Thou, O God, best knowest how
little trust there is reposed in thee; and how
necessary is this exhortation, to persuade thy
"infatuated creature—man—to withdraw his
confidence from his fellow worm, and repose it
wholly upon thee, his creator, who alone art
mighty, both to save and destroy.”

We are next told, that the distrust of God’s
friendship, and want of reliance upon him,
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springs from nothing else but infidelity, and this
universal infidelity is so great, that our Saviour
himself always expressed the greatest surprisc,
when he met with any person who believed his
word. Every onc is then desired to examine
his own heart, and see whom be desires to make
his friend. ‘

“ Tell me,” adds the preacher, © which is
most frequented amongst us, the temple,of the
Lord, or the levees of the great? the courts of
princes, or the house of God? Iu our sickness
~ve call not on the Lord, but on the physician;
as if God could not heal. . We put onr trust in
‘man; as if God was not the Lord, faithful and
true. And we labour for wealth, as if the Lord
was not all-sufficient. In our physician, we can
gee health;l in our friends, a sure refuge; and
in our wealth,'security.k It is natural to suppose,
that this general practice proceeds from its gene-
ral success.  Let us examine, therefore, whether
such a supposition is well founded. And by
this jnquiry we shall easily be able to determine
which is most desirable, the friendship of man,
which you so ardently solicit, or the friendship
of God, who so ardently solicits you. Children
of worldly wisdomn! keep your eyes upon the
balance; it is in your scales that we now weigh

the friendship of man against the friendship of
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God. —Reason and rehgxon forbid any com-
parison.”

The reader is next remmded by a reference
to holy writ, that the completion of God’s pro-
niises constantly exceeds the terms in which they
are made, while with man the direct contrary
alw‘ays takes place. Obsequiousness, flattery,
and zeal, proceed from those who are desirouns
of sharing our-riches and our power; of the em-
ployments we have.to dispose of; of the favours
we can bestow: these are ¢ just such friends as
the bees are to the flowers—to suck from them
their sweetest juice: such friends as the ivy is
to the oak—that creeping up its sides it may
exalt itself to a higher station. And that this
is really the case, I will appeal to your own ex-
perience. Do you not always see that the rick

-have many friends, the poor not one? No!
God only is the friend who seeks you for your
sake: he seeks you—not yours. None ever
proved this truth more plainly than the Israel-
ites; to whom, if ever, God showed himself
partial; for whom, if ever, God wrought any
wondrous works;~—it was when he saw them
reduced by the Egyptians to such a state of
wretchedness, that ‘their lifewas spent with gricf,
and their years with sighing.” Then it was tlmt
withamigbtybhand, and with an out-stretclied arm,
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he freed them from their cruel oppressors. Then
it was that, for their sake, the carth, the air,
the fire, and the water, became the instruments
of vengeance; and those elements were made to
serve for the destruction of that very mankind,
for whosé benefit and advantage alone, they are
and were created.”

" This pious, and very orthodox sermon, con-
clades with a recommendation to place oui con-
fidence in God, ¢ as, although, by the condition
of our nature, we must find our companions
amongst men, HE alone ought to be followed
as our guide, and trusted as our famzhar
Sriend!” '

Soon after this, e find Mr. Horne engaged
in ‘an unpieas'ant dispute with Mr. Onslow.
That gentleman, while in opposition, had
proved a warm and strenuous supporter of Mr.
Wilkes; but, having been afterwards admitted
into favour by the court, ‘he obtained an office
under the Grafton administration; and was now,
as usual, both considered and treated as a de-
serter from the popular cause.

The vicar of New Brentford was not slow in
éxhibiting his resentments; for, at a publie
meeting of the freeholders of Surrey, assembled
at Epsom, he attacked this gentleman, who
then happened to be one of the knights of the
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shire, and a member of the privy council, “as a
man who would promise fair, but was incapable
of keeping his word;” and he unadvisedly
added, “ that if Mr.Onslow would lay aside
his privilege, ke would lay aside his gown.”
Soon after this, he cntered into a controversy of
a very disagreeable nature with that gentleman:
in the course of which, a charge of the most
flagrant corruption was openly made by the one

party, while it was repelled by the other, with
" the most pointed disa-owal; as may be seen,
from the following correspondence, which first
appeared in the Public Advertiser, and was soon
after circulated in‘the form of a pamphlet.

«TO THE RIGHT HON. GEORGE ONSLOW, ESQ.

¢ 4sh Court, 11th July, 1769.
“ SIR, . _

“I HAVE heard from very good authority
¢ that one of the lords of the treasury has lately
“ gained a thousand pounds in a very common
‘ and usual manner, which is yet likely to be at-
‘“ tended with a very uncommon and. unusual
“ consequence. Mr. applied to the right
“ hon. Mr. , for his interest for a cextain
“ lucrative post in America. The gentleman was.

-* informed that a thousand pounds placed in the
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¢ hands of Mrs. would insure him the
« place. Mr. not having the money, pre-
“ vailed on col. to join with himin a bond
¢ for that sum to the lady to whom he was di-
“ rected. So far, sir, all is in the common
¢ track: what follows is the wonderful part of
“ the transaction. This lord of the treasury
¢ kept bis word, and the gentleman was ap-
“4pointed to the office he had paid for! and
¢ stranger still, lord , who discovered this
“ bargain and sale, is ofended at it, and insists
‘“ on the dismission of this lord of the treasury.
¢ Now, sir, I must entreat you to favour one of
“ your constituents with the name of this lord
“ of the treasury; for you, no doubt, who sit
‘“at that board yourself, must be acquainted

“ with him.

“ A FREEHOLDER OF SURREY.”

“To this insinuation, which doubtless must have
been equally abhorrent to his station and his na-
ture, the following answer was given, a féW days

~after, by the representative for Surrey.
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“TO THE PRINTER OF THE PUBLIC ADVERTISER.

“ July 16.
< gIR,

« HAVING Just now read a letter containing, .
““ by evident insinuation, a mest audacious at-
* tack upon my character, printed by you, in
 your paper of Friday last, asserting a gross
““ and infamous lie from beginning to end;. I do
% herehy publicly call upon you to name the
“ person from whom you received the accoun
 you have presumed to publish. If you are
¢ either unable or unwilling to do this, I shall
“_ most certainly treat you as the author, and,
““in justice both to myself and others, who are
“ every day thus malignantly and wickedly vili-
“ fied, shall take the best advice in the law, if
‘“ an action will not lie for such atrocious defa-
 mation, and if I. may not hope to malxe an

* example of the author of it.

“ The scurrility in general which has been of
“late so heaped upon .me in the public papers, .
~“ I have bitherto treated with the contempt my
“ friends and .myself thought it deserved, and
* suffered it to pass with impunity; but this last
*“ is so outrageous, and tends so much to wound
““ my character and honour in the tenderest part,
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¢ that I am determined, if practicable, to see if a
“ jury will not do me and the public justice
‘“ against such a libeller; and whether they will
“ not think the robbing an innocent man of his
¢ character is a robbery of the most dangerous
‘ kind, and that the perpetrators of it will stick
 at nothing. ’ '

* For the present, I must content myself with
“ only laying before the public the two following
“ letters, which will explain to them all the
“ knowledge I-had of the detestable fraud, which
“ has been taken advantage of to charge me
~ with corruption; a crime, which, of all others, -
“ L hold the most in abhorrence. I%defy the
“ whole world to prove:a single word in your
% libellous letter to he true, or that the whole is
“not a barefaced, positive, and entire lie.—
“ That it is so, I do assert, and I call upon any
% body, if they can, to disprove what I say.

“ GEORGE OnsLow.”

“ COPY OF A LETTER TO MR. ONSLOW.

o ¢ New Bond Street, ,hme 25, 1769.
¢ SIR,
“ I BEG you will pardon my thus addressing

« you, a liberty I could not think of, was any
« thing less than my family’s bread at stake.—
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‘¢ Some weeks past, my husband paid alarge sum
¢ of money, which gave us inexpressible sorrow
“ to raise, to a party, who protest they are em-
¢ powered by you to insure him, in return, the
*¢ collectorship of Piscataway in New Hamp-
“‘shire. I have been told this day one Hughes
*“ is in possession of the same, and the treasury
* books confirm ‘the news. I beg leave most
‘¢ earnestly to entreat you will inform me whether
¢ Mr. Hughes is under any engagement to re-
“ sign, or whether we are duped by those who
 have taken our money.
“ Mr. Burns has bhad the stxonoeet recoms
‘. mendations from persons of undoubtcd vera-
 city, and I believe, on all accounts, will be
“ found to be perfectly capable 'md worthy of
“ the employment.
¢ Once more I entreat, good sir, you will ex-
' cuse this trouble, which is caused by a heart
 almost broken with the fear and terror of a
“ disappointment.
“ With the profoundest res]icct,
“ I am, sir,
4 Your most obedient
* humble servant,
“ Mary Burns.”
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« MR. ONSLOW’S ANSWER.

¢ Lmber Court, June 27, 1'769.
¢ MADAM,

“ YOUR letter was brought. down to me
¢ hither only to-day, or ¥ should have answered
“it soomer. Without having the honour of
¢ being known to you er Mr. Burns, it gives me
“ much concern that any body should be so im-
¢ posed wpon as yoa have been, and as much
*¢ indignation, that my name should be made so
£ infamous a nse of. I should have been under
“an equal degree of surprise, had I not this
“ morning had some intimation of- the matter
“ from Mr. Pownall and Mr. Bradshaw, and
“ made some inquiry into it of Mr. Watking_ at
“ Charing Cross, with a determination to'sift
¢ this shocking scene of villainy to the bottom;
¢ and, which I shall now be cncouraged in by
“ the hopes of getting your money restored to
“ you, as well as the earnest desire I have to
 bring the perpetrators of this roguery to the
¢ punishment and shame they descrve.

« For this purpose, might I heg the favour of
¢ Mr. Burns to meet me at my house in Curzon
“ Street about ten o'clock on Friday morning, I
* will go with him to Mr. Pownall's, of which I
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“ have given him notice; and I wish Mr. Burns
“ would bring with him Mr. Watkins, or any
“ body else that can give light into this unhappy
“ and wicked affair,
< Till this morning I never in my lnfg hdld 2
“ single weord of cither the office itself, nor of
“ any of the parties concerned: you will judge
“ then of my astonishment, and indeed Dorror,
% at hearing of it to-day from Mr. Bradshaw.
N “ I am, madam, &c.
 GeorGE OxsLow,

“ P.S. Since the writfng of the above letters,
““ more of this fraud has been detected,. and far-
“ ther inquiry is making, in order to bring the
“ actors in it to justice. A woman of the name
“ of Smith, who lives near Broad Street, is the
« person who appears to be principally concerned

“in the h aud, the money heing, it secmns, for
“ her use.”

The following bitter and sarcastic rejoinder
appeared immediately after, in the same paper,
and contributed not a little to draw the atten-
tion of the publi¢ to a correspondence so new
-and singular in every point of view.
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# TO THE RIGHT HON. GEORGE ONSLOW.

* GQgP SIB,
“ IF with another INNoCENT man, lord Hol-
“ land, you, too, were ambitious to add to the
“ list of Mr. Walpole’s right honourable authors,
* you might, like him, have exposed yourself with.
“ more temper, -and have called names in better
* English.
“ 1 should be sorry to libel you by mistaking
“ your meaning, but the strange manner of word-
“ ing your first sentence leaves me at a loss to
- “ know whether you intend that, my letter, or
“ your own character  is a gross and infa-
“ mous lie from beginning to end.’ '
“ You may save yourself the expense of
% taking © the best advice in the Jaw.” Depend
“ upon it you can never hope to make an ex-
- ¢ ample of the author, when the pubhsher 13
“upable or unwilling to give up his name.
* And you need not wait for a jury to determine,
“ that ‘robbing a man is certainly a robbery.’
“ But you should have considered, some months
“ since, that it is the same thing whether the
* ¢« man be guilty or innocent; and whether he be
“ yrobbed of his reputation or of his seat
 in parliament,
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“In the Public Advertiser of Friday, July 14,
“ there is a letter FroM you as well as To you.
“ If that is the scurrility you speak of, I agrec
“ with you, that it-has been treated with the con-
“ tempt it deserves by all the world ; but how you
“ can say that it has passed with impunity I own
I cannot conceive, uunless, indeed, you are of
“ opinion with those hardened .criminals who
“ think that, because there is no corporal suffer-
“ ance in it, the being gibbetted in chains, and
“ exposed as a spectacle, makes no part of their
* punishment.
) ¢, The lctter Wl‘}t(el'l by you to Mr. Wilkes,
“ tends more ‘to wound your character and
“ honour’ than any other, and yet you pass it
“ over insilence. But you shall; if you please,
“ prove to the world, that those who haveneither
“ character nor honour, may still be wounded in
“a very tender part——their interest. And I
“ believe lord Hillsborough is too noble to suffer
* any lord of the treasury to prostitute his name
““and conimission to bargains like that I have
““ exposed ; but will, if he continues to preside
“ at the board of trade, resolutely insist either
“ on such lerd’s full justification or dismission.
« Hinc ille Lachrymee. !

“ You ¢ defy the whole world to prove a single
“ word in my letter to be true; or that the whole

VOL. I K.




130 LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE, 1769.

“is not a barefaced, positive, and entire lie.’
“ The language of the last part of this sentence
¢“js such as 1 can make no use of, and therefore
I return it back on you to whom it belongs:
¢ the defiance in. the first part I accept, and will
“ disprove what you say.

¢ My letter can only be false in one particular,
“ for it contains only onec affirmation, namely,
“ that I heard the story I rclate from very good
“ authority. * It then concludes with a question
¢ to you of—who is this lord of the treasury that
“ so_abhors corruption? Which question since
“ you have answered, I too will gratify ypu,
* and, in return for yours, do hereby direct the
“ printer to give you my name; which, hnmble
“ as it is, I should not. consent to cxchange with
‘“ you in any oth¢r manner.

“ Now, sir, I do again affirm, that 1 heard the
“ story from the best authority: and that it is
‘ not my invention your own letter is a proof,
“for I might have heard it either from Mrs..
‘¢ Burns, or from Mr. Pownall, or Mr. Bradshaw,
“but I heard it from better authority. I go
“ farther, 1 do still believe the story, as I related -
“it, to be true; nor has any thing you have said
“ convinced me to the contrary.. ‘I do. not
“ mean to charge you or awny ong; but since
“ you have condescended to answer my former
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¢ question, be kind enongh to explain what fol-
“ lows,
¢« Mr. Pownall is secretary to the board of
“ trade.  Mr. Bradshaw is secretary to the
“ treasury. \«Vh) did these secretaries come
“ together to you? Were they sent by their
‘ principals or not? Who first detected this very
sc*mdalons, though very common traffic: Has
‘not lord" lhl]shorough that honour? And is
“ not your exaggerated ¢ abhorrence of corrup-
““ tion, your astonishinent, and indeed HORROR
““at this shocking scene of villainy, . vastly
“ heightened by the calm, and therefore un-
< suspected disapprobation of his lordship; who
“ does not seem to think with you, that every
“whore should be hanged alive; but only that
« thcy should be TURNED OUT of honest com- -
 pany, l
“ How came you so instantly to entertainhiopes
“ of getting the money restored to Mrs. Burns?
when you declared, that ¢till that morning,
““you never in your life heard a single word of
“ cither the office itself, nor of any of the parties
“ coucerncd.” Jonathan Wild used ‘to return
¢ such answers, because he knew the theft was
“ committed by some of his own gang.
“ You pretend to have given to the public “all
“the knowledge you have of. this detestable

K2
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. ¢ fraud.” I cannot believe it, because 1 find
¢ nothing in your letter on which to ground your
“ hopes of restoring the money to Mrs. Barns;
“ and, ospecially, hecause in three weeks after
‘¢ this letter, i. e. from June 27, to July 18, you
“ have only discovered, that ‘v\Irs. Smith ap-
“ pears to be principally concerned in this de-
¢ testable fraud, the money being it seems for
‘ her use.” Sir, do you not know wuose Mrs.
. % Sinith is2" And ave you not acquainted with
“ that gentleman? IHave you canused Mrs. Smith,
¢ oop any onc else, to be taken into custody?
¢ Have you taken ¢ the best advice in the law,
“and are you determined to see if a jury will
“ not do you and the public justice’ for this de-
¢ testable fraud ? Or is there yet left one crime
“ which you abhor more than corruption; and
“ for which you reserve all your indignation ?
“ But why this anger? He that is innocent can
“ easily prove himself to be $o; and should be
« thankful to those who give him the opportu-
“ pity hy making a story public. Malicious and
“ false ‘slander uever acts in this open mhnner;
“ but secks the covert, uml‘cautious]y conceals
“itself from the party maligned, in order to
¢ prevent a justification. :

¢ If any persons have done your character an
“injury by a charge of corruption, they are mast
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“ guilty who so thoroughly believed you capable
“ of that crime, as to pay a large snm of moncy
““on the supposition: (an indignity which I
‘ protest I would not have offered to you, thongh
‘“ you had negotiated the matter, and given the
 promise yourself.) And yet I do not find you
“’at all angry with them when they tell you their
opinion of you without scruple. On the con-.
trary, you pity Mrs. Bums in the kiudest

manner, which shows plainly that your honour

is not like Ceesar’s wife. Nay, you seem almost
to doubt, whether you °might beg the favour
of Mr. Burns to mect you at your housc in
¢ Curzon Streets’ that is, you humbly solicit
 Mr. Burns to do you the jfuvour of accepting
“ your assistance in the recovery ‘of his money.

¢ Archbishop Laud thought to clear himself
to posterity from all . aspersions relative to
popery, by inserting in his Dlax) his refusal
of a cardinal’s hat, not perceiving the disgrace
indclibly fixed ou lim= by the offei. + ¢ Mr.

*“ Burns has had the strongest recommendations
‘“ from persons -of undoubted veracity, and I
“ believe on all ac_wnnta will be found to be
¢ perfectly: capable and worthy of the employ-
“‘ment.” The letter from Mrs. Burns to yan
*“ does, by no means, declare her to he un idiot.
* Colonel - (whom you forbear to mention,)
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“isa man of sense, and well acquainted with -
¢ the world. It is strange they should all three
¢ believe you capable of this criine, which, ¢ of
* all others, you most hold in abhorrence.
 Mr. Pownall, Mr. Bradshaw, and their prin-
“ cipals, are supposed. to know something of
““ men and things, and therefore I conclude they
“ did not believe you cohccmed in this business:
“ thoﬂgh I wondér much, that, nof believing it,
““ hoth the. secretaries should wait on you so
« seriously about it; but perhaps they may think
. that when honour and justice are not the rules
“ of men’s actions, therc is nothing incredible
< that may be for their advantage.
- “ But, sir, whatever may be their sentiments
“of yon, I must entreat you to entertain
“ no resentment to me. My opinion of your
¢ character would never sufter me to doubt your
“ innocence. If, indeed, the charge of corrup-
“ tion had been brought against a low and
wnorant debaunchee, who, without the gnatlﬁ—
“ cations and enjoyments of a gentleman, had
“ wasted a noble patrimony amongst the lowest
« prostitutes ; whose necessities had driven him
‘““ to hawk about a reversion on the moderate
“ terms of one thousand for two hundred; whose
¢ desperate situation had made him renounce his
¢ principles and desert his friends, those princi-
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“ ples and those friends to which he stood in=
“ debted for his chief support; wha, fora paltry
consideration, had stabbed a2 DEAR OLD FRIEND,
and violated the sacred rights of that grateful
country that continued to the son the reward

of bis father’s services. If the charge had
¢ been brought against such an one, more fit to
“ receive the public charity than to be trusted
with the pisrosaL and MANAGEMENT of the
“ public money, small proof would have been
““ sufficient; and, instead of considering it as a
crime the most to be abhorred, we might have
suffered corruption to pass amongst the virtues
¢ of such a maun.

“ But yours, sir, is a very different character
“ and situation, in the clear and nnincumbered
“‘possession of that paternal estate with which
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your ancestors have long been respectable;
with a pension of three thousand, and a place
of one thousand a year; with the certain
prospect of lord O ’s large fortune, which

your prudence will not anticipate ; grateful to
‘¢ your country, faithful to your connexions, and
“ firm to your principles, it ought to be as diffi-
cult to convict you of corruption as a cardinal
of fornication ; for which last purpose, by the
canon law, ne less than seventy-two eye-wit-
nesses are necessary.
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“ Thus, sir, vou sce how far I am from cast-
“ ing any reflection on your integrity : however,
¢ if, notwithstanding all I bhave said, yoa are
“still resolved to try the determination of a
< jury, take one piece of advice from me: do net
¢¢ think of prosccuting me for. an INsiNUATION:
¢¢ alter your charge before it comes upon record;
“ to prevent -its being done afterwards; for
¢ though lord Mansfield did not know the dif-
¢ ference between the words when he substi-
“ tuted the.one for the other, we all know very
““ well now that it is the Tixor, and not the
““ PURPORT, that must convict for a libel, which,
“ indeed, almost every' student in the law knew
¢ Lefore. "
“ A FREEHOLDER OF SURREY.”

‘As this letter was obviously an aggravation of
the original attack, Mr. Onslow, who had by
this time, perhaps, discovered himself unequal
to a literary controversy with his unknown an-
tagonist, determined to appeal to the laws for
protection. Accordingly, on application to Mr.
Henry Sampson Woodfall, the printer, for the
name of the aunthor, the reply was:' ¢ The rev.
Mr. Horne, and he has authorised me to tell
you s0.” Immediately on this, instructions were
given to commence an action against that gen-
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tleman, and, greatly to the credit of the plaintiff
who had his choice of proceedings, this did not
prove a prosecution at the suit of the king, on
which occasion, the criminality and tendency of
“the supposed libel to disturh the public peace,
would have been the only sulyiects for considera-
tion: but a civil suit, in which the accusation
must appear to be fulse as well as scandalous, in
order to entitle the plaintiff to compensation.
The damnages were laid at ten thousand pounds.
The tual took place at Kingston, on Friday,
April 6, 1770, before sir William Blackstone,
and 'a common jury of the county of Surrey,
when Mr. serjeant Leigh opened the case in be-
‘half of the plaintiff. After briefly and ably
stating - the high rank ahd dignified sitnation of
his client, he insisted, that the publication in
question, was a cruel and unjust attack on the
character of that gentleman, not by a  common
scribbler,” but a man of abilities, . * surrounded
Ly friends,. well known to the world, and con-
siderable enough to be taken notice of.” = He
added, ¢ that it became Mr. Onslow, either to
sink under this imputation, gross and false as it
is, or to vindicate himself ‘to a Jury of his
country; and as for damages; he hoped they
would be such as shall convince men for the
future, ‘that, let their wit, capacity, or connex-
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ions be what they may, they shall not dare to
prostitute them to so bad a purpose, as to attack
wantonly, and without foundation, their neigh-
bour’s reputation.”

On the examination of Mr. Woodfall, it ap-
peared.that the first letter, printed in No. 10,913,
of the Public Advertiser, was the only one he
was authorized by the defendant to acknowledge,
and the only one, concerning which the plain-
tiff had inquired. The second appeared in
another paper, and the printer had been in-
duced to publish it, in consequence of a note
written, as he believes, by Mr. ITorne, which
could not now be produced.

QOn this, Mr. sefjeant Glynn .ohjected to any
verbal account being given of a. written paper
not produced in court, not destroyed by inevi-
table accident, or suppressed by the fraud of the
defendant, the only two cases wherein a person
is permitted to give parole evidence. e added,
< that the witness rested upon the testimony he
was then giving, .and of the conviction he hoped
to obtain, to screen himself from prosecution ;
and this was not surely a case, when the com-
mon, ordinary, established principle of law is to
be departed from.” |

Mr. justice Blackstone declared his' opi-
nion, “ that evidence should not be given upon



1769. LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TCOKE. 139

mentory of the hand-writing of a letter that is
not produced, merely upon the domparison and
similitude of hands; and, if it rested on that
evidence, he could not permit the printed letter
'to be read as \Ir. Horne’s, without pzoducm"
the written one.’

Mr. Woodfall being again called, observed,
that, ingeneral, he never kept letters, as it would
require a room as big as the largest barn in the
county to hold them—tlmt he had lately moved
from one house to another, on which occasion,
he supposes, the letter in question had' been
destroyed—and that he had searched for but
could not find it.—On his cross-examination, he
acknowledged, that even the_first letter was not.
published according to Mr. Horne’s direction—
and that there was a material variation, consist-
ing of the addition of esq. in the first line.

\Il. Messing, who was also of counsel for Mr.
Horne, remar ked that Mr. Onslow h4d under-
‘taken to prove the fenor, and in this case, if
there is any variation, however small, it would
set aside this action : “ There is a case*, where
the word was nor, for nof, the sense vot being
in the least altered, and the determination of the
court was, that this variation was fatal. In the

*

* Queen and Drake, reported in Salkeld, 660.
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present instance.there was also a variation, for
it is written ¢ Ash Court, 11 July’ in the paper
Jjust read, whereas it is the ¢ 11th’ in the rccord,
which comes within the objection cited.”

On an appeal  to the court, it was decided,
“ that they ought to prove the alledged libel
mentioned in the declaration liferatim in the
words, letters, and figurcs; if. I admit the varia-
tion of a single letter,” adds the judge, “I do
not know whc;fe to stop: if it is undertaken to
prove the Zenor of a libel, it must appear to be
literally and numerically the same. Ilere, the
party has not declared on the purport, which
would have altered the matter. -1 cannot make.
a case of it, as desired, for thenthere must be
verdict for the plaintiff; which my brother Glynn
will not consent to; but a motion may be made
‘to set aside the nonsuit and obtain a new trial,
upon the §1~ound of my being mistaken in point
of law.”

In consequence of this decision, Mr. Horne
escaped with impunity for the present; but a
‘new trial was soon after moved for in the court
of King's Bench, on the ground of “misdirec-
tion on the part of the judge.” After hearing
counsel on both sides, this was granted; the
usual . preliminary steps were taken; and, issue
being once more joined by the parties, the caunse
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was set down for hearing, at the ensuing Surrey
assizes, before a special jury. On that occasion,
a new count was added to the former declara-
tion, for ¢ defamatory words” spoken before the
freeholders of the county against one of their
representatives.

Although the defendant did not plead his own
cause, yet he interested himself greatly in all
the proceedings; and, notwithstanding his high
opinion“ of the abilities of his-advocates, he
differed with them about the mode of conducting
the snit. It finally appeared, indeed, that he
was right as to an essential point of practice, for
they were overruled, as he had forescen, by the
chief justice.

The earl of Mansfield, who presided on this
occasion, was accused by Mr. Horne of hurrying

" on the cause a considerable time before the hour
at which the jury had been summoned to attend,
and in consequence of this falesmen were re-

. curred to, for the purpose of filling up the places
of five special jurors, who had not yet arrived.
Be this as it may, scrjeant Glyon and Mr.
Messing, both of whom had been again retained,
insisted on the impropriety of prosecuting a con-

- stituent for making a charge openly, and in.the
face of his representative who had thereby an
opportunity of clearing himself, - if innocent.
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They also contended, ‘that no action for words
will lie unless specific damages were proved;
and, above all, it was strengly and repeatedly
asserted by them, that the évidence respecting
the letters was insufficient and directly in oppo-
sition to all the received maxims of law. Not-
withstanding this, the chief justice, in his charge,
strongly urged the great impropriety, scandal,
&c., of the various accusations made, and the
defamatory libel uttered by the defendant, after
which the jury gave a verdict for the plaintiff]
with four hundred pounds damages.

Undaunted at the result, and doubtless re-
Joicing at an oppostunity of contending with,
and perhaps foiling this learned and eloquent
judge at his own weapons, Mr. Horne "deter-
mined to appeal to a superior tribunal.  Accord-
ingly, on November 8, 1770, a rule was moved
for in the court of Common Pleas, to show
cause, why the second verdict should not be sct
aside, and the 26th of the saine month was the
day appointed for an argument on the question,
before the twelve judges. Mr. serjeant Glynn,
on this ‘occasion, re-stated his former reasons
with his usual ability, and insisted, that the last
jury had acted not only wyder misdiréction on
the part of the judge, but that the latter had
delivered a charge to them, in express violation
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of the received principles of law. As this was
deemed a point of great importance, to prevent
a- hasty decision, and give ample time for deli-
beration, final judgment was adjourned until
next term. On the recurrence of that period,
the judges, on April 17, 1771, ﬁnally and una-
nimously declared in favour of the defendant, in
consequence of which the second verdict was sct
aside.

. This, of course, afforded no small exultation
to Mr. Horne, who had. directed and superin-
tended the procecdings: as he had thus publicly
proved, in the face of the whole nation, that the
lord chief justice, great and alyle us he assuredly
was, could not nowbe considered asinfallible : and
from this day forward, he teok cvery opportu-
nity to arraign the conduct, underrate the talents,
and oppose tlie opinions of that cclebrated man.
Nor did his resentment against Mr: Onslow end
here; for he opposéd him at-the next general
election, and, being indefatigable in his canvass of
the county, -and a man of no common influence,
contributed not a little to prevent his return.
Perceiving the hon. William Norton, now lord
Grantley, and who had just returned from bis
travels, to be a young man of great hopes and
promising talents, he warinly seconded his pre-
~ tensions, which appear to have obtained generak
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approbation,. and that gentleman being accord-
ingly elected, conducted himself so, ‘as to give
entire satisfaction. to all parties, until, by the
demise of his father, he hecame a-peer of the
realm. S _

Junius, who was afterwards one of the
bitterest of Mr. Horne’s antagonists, at an early
period predicted the fate of the controversy. In
a private letter* addressed to Mr. Woodfall,
dated “ Wednesday night, August 16, 1769,”
he affects to express great contempt for Mr.
Onslow ; and presumes to add, ¢ depend upon
it, he will get nothing but shame by contending
with Mr. Horne.” ‘

It is but justice, however, to observe, that both
lord Hillsborough and. Myr. Pownall publicly
disavowed all knowledge of this transaction, the -
suit relative to which is said to have been
attended, with an expense estimated at not less
than one thousand five hundped pounds to the
plaintiff, while it cost no more than two hundred
pounds to the defendant.

* Neo. 7, p. 197, vol. i, of the new edit. There also will
be found the two letters afterwards alluded to, vindicating the
character of Mr. Onslow.



CHAPTER V.

FROM 1770 1O 1771.

Mr. Horne suggests the idea of a Reply-to the
King,and obtains a Statue for the Lord Mayor.
—Founds the * Society for Supporting the
Bill of Rights."— Countenances Bingley in
his Refusal to answer Interrogatories.

MEANWHILE, the ministers still remained
unpopular, and the county of Middlesex, which
was deprived of the services of its favourite
vepresentative, ‘was eager, on all occasions, to
attack their principles and impeach their con-
duct. On 'turning_‘to the proceedings of this
period, it will he found, that the vicar of New
Brentford was not idle. Incited by his usual
enthusiasm, he not only acted a conspicuous .
part on every public occasion, but for a time
excercised a kind. of paramount jurisdiction over
all the political proceedings of that day. A
variety of proofs of his influence might be here
readily adduced; and the following extract from

voL. I. L
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an address of the freeholders to the king, moved
and carried by him, April 30, 1770, at the Mile
IEnd Assembly Room, will at least tend to show,
that the language of those times was not deficient
in energy.

“ Your majesty’s servants have attacked our
libertiesin the most vital part ; theyhave torn away
the very heart-strings of the constitution, and have
made those very men the instruments of our de-
struction, whomthe laws have appointed astheim-
mediate guardians of our freedom. Yet, although
we feel the utmost indignation against the factions,
the honest defenders of our rights, and constitu-
tion, will ever claim our praise: but that the
liberties of the people have''been most grossly
violated by the corrupt influence of ministers,
since the days of sir- Robert Walpole, is too -
notorious to require either illustration or com-
ment.” SPE
- Not only petitions, but remonstrances to the
throne, were at this moment meditated in various
places. The counties of Middlesex and Surrey
had requested his majesty to dissolve the parlia-
ment, in consequence of the illegal rejection of
Mr. Wilkes by the house of commons, after
baving been returned for the fourth time, "as
kaight of the shire. On March 28, 1770, the
city of Westminster also voted a remonstrance;
in which an allusion was made ¢ to the same
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secret and unhappy influcince to which all their
grievances have been originally owing.”

Nearly at the same time the lord mayor,.
aldermen, ‘and livery of the city of London, in
common hall asseimbled, resolved on ¢ an hum-
ble address, remonstrince, and petition.” But
on the sheriffs repairing as usual to St. James’s,
to kiow his majesty’s pleasure, as to the day
when  they should attend to present the same,
some difficulties were started on the part of the
ministers ; however, in consequence of the spirited
conduct of Mr. Townshend, the senior sheriff,
who declined the intervention of the two secre-
taries of state, and refused to communicate to
any othet person than the king the subject of
their message, an audience ywas at length ob-
tained. On this occasion the citizens, as usual,
complain to-the sovereign: * that, under the
same secret and malign influence, which, through
every siiccessive administration, has defeated
every good, and suggested every bad intention,
the majority of the house of commons have
deprived your people of their dearest rights.
They have done a deed, more ruinous in its con-
sequences,” add they, ‘than the levying of
ship-moucey by Chaules the First, or the dispen-
sing power assumed by James the Second. A
deed which must vitiate all the future proceed-

. : L2 -

&
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ings’of this parliament, for the acts of the legis-
Jature itself can no more be valid without alegal
house of commons, than without a legal prince

upon the throne. )

“ Representatives of the people are essential
to the making of laws, apd there is a time when®
it is morally demonstrable, that men cease to be
. representatives ; the timeis now arrived:~ the
present house of commons do not represent the
people. '

“ We owe to your majesty an obedience under
the restrictions of the laws for the'mllinv and
duration of palllament and your majesty owes
to us that our replesent'ttlon, free from the
force of arms or corruption, ' should be preserved
to us in parliament. It was for this we success~
fully struggled under James the Second; for.
. lhlS we seated, and have faithfully supported,
yom‘ majesty’s family on the throne: the people
have been invariably uniform in their object,
though the different mode of attack has called
for a different defence. :

“ Under James the Second they complained
that the sitting of parliament. was interrupted,
because it was not corruptly subservient ‘to his
designs: we complain now, that the sitting of
this parliament is not interrupted, because it is
corruptly subservient to the designs of yonr
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majesty’s ministers. Had the parliament under
James the Second been as submissive to his
commands as the parliament is at this day to
the dictates of a minister, instead of clamours
for its meeting, the nation wonld have rang, as
now, with outeries for its dissolution. )

“ The forms of the constitution, like those of
religion, were not established for the form's
sake, but for the substance; and we call Gop
and men to witness, that,as we do not owe our
liberty to those nice and subtle distinctions,
which places, and pensions, and lucrative em-
ployments, have invented ; so neither will we be
deprived of it by them; but as it was gained by
the stern virtue of our ancestors, by the virtue
of their descendants it shall be preserved.

“ Since, therefore, the misdeeds of your ma-
Jesty’s ministers, in violating the freedom of
election and depraving the noble constitution
of parliament, are notorious, as well as subver-
sive of the fundamental laws and liberties of
this realm; and since your majesty, both in
honour and justice, is obliged inviolably to pre-
serve them, according to_the oath made to Gop
and your subjects at your coronation: we, your
majesty’s remonstrants, assure ourselves, that
your in'ajes.fy will restore the constitutional go-
vernment and quiet of your people, by dissolviug
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this parliament, and removing these ‘evil mini-
sters for ever from your councils.”

His majesty, in his answer, was pleased to sig-
nify his concern, that any of his subjects shounld
be so far misled, as to offer such an address and
remonstrance. Heat the same time pronounced
the contents to be ¢ disrespectful to him, inju-
rious to his parliament, and irreconcilable to
the principles of the constitution:”

There can be hut little doubt that Mr. Horne
was minutely acquainted with every thing rela-
tive to this fanrous remonstrance, and it was
. then supposed, that, if not the actual penman,
be at least inserted some of the most striking
passages, and corrected the whole. Indeed, it
is a well known fact, that he transmitted a copy
of it to the printer of the Public Adver tlscr, ac-
companicd with an account of the unvmcmus
reception experienced by the citizens. The fol-
lowing forms the concluding passuge:

¢ When his majesty had doue reading bis
speech, the lord mayor, aldermen, &c. had the
honour of kissing his hand; after which, as
they were withdrawing, his majesty instanly
turned round to his courtiers, and burs¢ out a
laughing.

¢ ¢ Nero ﬁdd!ed. whilst Rome was butning.” >

For this very imprudent publication, a prose-
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cution wa‘\s.*xmm’ediately commenced on the part
of the crown; but after the King’s Bench had
been moved on this subject, it was deemed
proper to drop all further proceedings.

A few days after this transaction, a most loyal
address was presented by both houses of parlia-
ment to the king, in which the members, in the
name of themselves and the .people, ° refect
with disdain every insidious suggestion of those
ill-designing men, who are in reality under-
mining the public liberty, under the specious
pretence of zeal for its preservation.”

Notwithstanding this, the city, # its corpo-
rate capacity, nearly at the same time, resolved
to draw up and present a new address and re-
monstrance, which was accordingly effected on
the 23d of May, 1770, and read to the king, -
seated on his throne, by the recorder. As this -
is known to have been wholly written by Mr.
Horne, a copy of it shall be inserted in this
place. .
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+«TO THE KING’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJ ESTY.

“ Thh umble Address, Remonstrance, and Pe-
Ltition of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and
Commeons of the City of London, in Common
Council assembled. ;

« May it please your majesty! - ,

“ When your majest'y"s most faithful subjects,
the citizens of London, whose loyalty and af- .
fection have been.so often, and so effectually -
proved and experienced, by the illustrious house
of Brunswick, are labouring under the weight
of that displeasure, which your majesty has been
advised to lay upon them, jn the answer given,
from the throne, to their late humble applica-
tion, we feel ourselves constrained, with all hu-
mility, to approach the loyal father of . his
people.

" ¢ Conscious, sire, of the pmest sentiments
of veneration, which they entertain for your ma-
jesty’s person, we are decply concerned that
what the law allows, and the constitution teaches, .
hath been misconstrued into disrespect to your -
majesty, by the instraments of that influence
which shakes the realm.

¢ Perplexed and astonished as-we are, by
the awful sentence of censure, lately passed upon
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the ‘citizéns.of London, in your majesty’s an-
swer from the throne, we cannot, - without sur-
rendering all that is dear to Englishmen', forbear
most humbly to supplicate, that your majesty -
will deign to grant’a more favourable interpre-
tation of this dutiful, though persevering claim
to our invaded birth-rights; nothing doubting,
that the benignity of your majesty’s nature will,
to our unspeakable comfort, at length, break
through all the secret and visible machinations,
to which the city of London owes its late severe
repulse, and that your kingly justice, and
fatherly tenderness, will disclaim the malignant
"and pernicious advice, which suggested the
answer we deplore, an advice of most dan-
gerous tendency, inasmuch as thereby the
exercise of the clearest right of the subject,
namely, to petition the king for redress of
grievances, to’ complain of the violation of the
freedom of _election, to pray dissolution of
parliament, to point out mal-practices in admi-
nistration, .and to urge the removal of evil mi-
nisters, hath, by the generality of one compen-
dious word, been indiscriminately checked with
reprimand; and your majesty’s aflicted citizens
.of London, have heard, from the throne itself,
that the contents of their humble address, -re-
‘monstrance, and petition, laying their complaints
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and injuries at the feet of their soyvereign, can-
not but be considered _by your mujesty, as dis-
vespectful to yourself, injurious to your parlia-
ment, and irreconcilable to the principles of the
constitation. '

“ Your majesty cannot disapprove, that we

here assert the clearest principles of the consti-
tution, against theinsidious attempt of evil

counsellors to perplex, confound, and.shake .

them. We.are determined to abide by those
rights and liberties, which our forefathers bravely
vindicated at the ever-memorable revolution,
and which their sons. will always resolutely de-
fend: we therefore now renew, at the foot of
the throne, our claim to the indispensable right
of the subject, a full, free, and unmutilated par-
liament, legally chosen in all its members: a
right, which this house of commons have mani-
festly violated, depriving, at their will and
pleasure, the county of Middlesex of one of its
legal representatives, and arbitrarily nominating,
as a knight of the shire, a person not elected by
a majority of the freeholders.

“ As the only constitutional means of repara-
tion now left for the injured electors of Great
Britain,we implore,with mosturgent supplication,
the dissolution of this presenf pérliament, the re-
moval of evil ministers, and the total éxtinction

e
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of that fataiinfluence, which has cansed such a
national discontent. In the mean time, 'sire,
we offer our constant prayers to Heaven, that
your majesty may reign, as kings can only reign,
in and by the hearts of a loyal, dutiful, and free
people.”

His majesty, who was ‘surrounded by his
secretaries of state, the lords of the bedchamber,
and a numerous court, immediately delivered
the-following answer:

“ I should have been wanting to the public,
as well as to myself, if I had not expressed my
dissatisfaction at the late address.

“ My sentiments on that subject continue the
same; and I should ill deserve to be considered
_as the father of my people, if I should suffer
myself to be prevailed upon to make such an
use of my prerogative, as I cannot but think in.
consistent with the interest, and dangerous to
the constitution of the kingdom.”

This answer had been, of course, anticipated,
and Mr. Horne, who was determined to give
celebrity -to the mayoralty of his friend, Mr,
Beckford, at the same time that he supported
the common canse,- bad suggested .the idea of
a veply to the sovereign: a measure hitherto
" unexampled in our history. Accordingly, the
moment the king had concluded, the first ma-
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gistrate of the first city of the empive,” who'tvas
dressed in the robes, and decorated with the in-
signia of office, instead of kissing hands, -as
wsual, and then withdrawing, immediately ap-
proached the throne, and expressed himself
nearly as follows; to the great surprise of his
majesty, and the. utter astonishment of the
courtiers who surrcunded him:
‘ Most gracious Sovereign!

“ Will your majesty be pleased so far'to con-
descend, as to permit the mayor of your loyal
city of London, to declare, in your royal pre-
sence, on behalf of his fellow.citizens, how
much the bare apprehension of your majesty’s
displeasare would at all times affect their minds!
The declaration of that displeasure has already-
filled them with inexpressible anxiety and with
the deepest affliction.

“ Permit me, sire,  to assure your majesty,
that your majesty bas not, in all your dominions,
any subjects more faithful, more dutiful, or
more ready to sacrifice their lives and fortunes
in the maintenance of the trie honour and dig-
-nity of your crown. ' '

“ We do, therefore, with the greatest humi-
lity and submission, most earnestly supplicate
your majesty, that you will not dismiss us from
your presence without expressing a more favour-
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‘ablSopinionof your faithful citizens, and with-
out some comfort, without some prospect at least
of redress. ‘

“ Perinit me, sire, to observe, that whoever
has. already dared, - or shall hereafter endeavour,
by false insinuations and suggestions, to alienate
your majesty’s affections froui your loyal subjects
in general, and from the city of London in par-
ticular, is an enemy to your majesty’s person and
family, a violator of the public peace, and a be-
trayer of our happy constitution, as it was esta-
blished at the glorions revolution.”

. Immedlately on his return, Mr. Beckford
" communicated this novel circumstance to the
members of the corporation, and dying soon
after, by an unammous vote of the city, a
statue of their chief magistrate was. erected
on purpose to- commemorate the event. The
lord mayor, adorned with his robes of of-
fice, is represented in the attitude in which
he addressed the thrOne while the speech in
reply, delivered by him ¢ this smgular occasion,
is engraved in golden character$ on the pedestal.
This, as Mr. Horne lately acknowledged to me,
was his compositi'on,' and in consequence of that
“circamstance he was accustomed to exclaim, “that
he could not be deemed a vain man, as he bad ob-
tained statues for others, but never for himself!”
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On this, as on the former occasiofi, he iniserted
a description of the procession, the speech of:-
the recorder, and the rejoinder, of the lord
mayor, in the newspapers. No one was beétter cal-
culated to give copies of those harangues than the
person who had furmshed the originals’; and as
to the occurrences at St. J ames’s, he was enabled

.to detail the particulars frori the lips of the
members of the deputation. He concluded with
the following satirical passage, conveyed under
the férm ofa N.B. "

“The writer of the above account havmg
given great offence to some’ persons, by insert-
ing, in a former paper, that Nero fiddled whilst
Rome was burning—and an information having
been filed by the attorney-general against the
printer in consequence, he takes this opportu-
nity to declare, that it was not his intention to
falsify an historical fact, or to give offence to bet-
ter memories ; he hopes, therefore, that it will be
admitted as a recompence, if he now declares.
that Nero did not fiddle whilst Rome iwas
burning.” ‘

" Soon after this, the Grafton administration
evinced symptoms of a speedy dissolution; and
the politicians and men of letters, who had solong
and so inefficaciously waged war agiinst the mea-
sures of the duke, attributed, perhaps, more than
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a'Teifare Of the victory to their long, violent,
and incessant attacks. Their triumph, however,
proved bat of short duration; for neither the
Rockingham nor Shelburne parties were admitted
to the confidence of their sovereign. . The great
seal, which had been confided for a few days to
the hands of Mr. Yorke, who died suddenly, was
next eptrusted to lord Apsley, while the earls
of Sandwich and Rochford became secretaries of

stite. Lord North, at the same time, seized the
' helm, which he retained for a succession of
years ; and at last, when surrounded by shoals
and quicksands, not only contrived to escape,
but, by admitting a_partner in comnand, was
lucky enough to resume, for a time, his w: onted
ascendancy.’

At this period, the subject of these memoirs
appears to have supported that party which con-
sisted of his friends Dunning and Towushend,
¢olonel Barré, and a few others, less conspicuous
for their numbers than their zeal and talents.
With the nobleman at the head of it, he had been
long connekted, and at this périod entertained
the highest esteem for him. The earl of Shel-
burne had lately evinced equal dignity and disin-
terestedness by retiring froin office,, when ‘he
thought that he could no longer act either with
' hanour to himself or adyantage to his country;
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and his lordship was now onee more a ‘cuirdiante
for public favour, which, at that day, was con-
sidered the readiest avenue to public em;loy-
ment. But he was a cautious politician, feartul of,
giving offence, and shy of personal responsibility,
ceven in respect to those measures connected with
his future views. Although the popular arsenal
had furnished him with arms wherewith to annoy
~ his enemies, and he himself, on great occasions,
brought forth the whole opposition, park of
heavy artillery against the treasury bench; yet
he would not fetter his future conduct, or im-
pede his present views, by means of promises
implying amendment: and it was in vain that
Mr. Horne, taught distrust by experience, de-.
manded pledges of fidelity in behalf of the
commonwealth. .
It was about this time that the zeal of this -
industrious politician contrived a new mode of
attack on an administration, which was pecu-
liarly odious to him, and, it must be fairly con-
fessed, not a little obnoxious to the nation at
large. Tacitus has observed, with his usual
penetration, that the spirit of resxstance first
displays itself in great cities; as in these, men
possess frequent opportunities of comparing
grievances and forming plans for the redress of
their real wrongs. And this effect was now

4
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am;pm(‘iuced in the British capital by the
ministers themselves, who had driven the earl
of Chatham into retircment, and given to their
disputes with Mr. Wilkes the_ air of a personal
contest between the king and a subject. In ad-
dition to this, they had made use of their influ-
ence in the house of commons, not only to set
that body at variance with its constituents, but
even to commit an act of such flagrant injus-
tice, that it was afterwards rescinded from the
records of parliament.
~ The decision concerning the illegality of
general warrants, and the frequent but unavail-
ing petitions and remonstrances from a number
of counties, citics, and boroughs, respecting the
Middlesex election, trifling as the object may
now appear, tended not a little both to raise and -
to aggravate the public clamours. The minority,
too, partly from principle, and partly also, per-
haps, frotir the hope of supplanting its more
fortunate rivals, joined in the general outcry;
while the name of, L’itt, although now on the
decline, still continued to give dignity to the
common cause, and Wilkes, become more daring,
as well as more dangerous by persecution, had
attained the zenith of his popularity.

This was deemed a favourable conjuncture,
therefore, to organize a new, as well as for‘xri-

VOL. I M
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-
dable species of opposition, and, by means of
political associations, to concentrale the hitherto
unheeded resentments and influence of n nusu-
ber of scattered individuals into oue formidublos
mass, which, without- cither the forniv or ve-
straints of a body politic, should pyoduce all the
spirit, zeal, and effect of a great corporution.
Clubs, such as these alluded to, seern to have
. been unknewn to the free states of anmtiquity,
the inhabitants of which usually recurred to arms
in the first instance, and fought rather than de-
liberated. Like the press, they coustitute a
mnodern and formidable.cngine, and have accord-
ingly been viewed with a cevtain degree of jea-
lousy by every government. These institutions,
which may b traced to Italy dyying the middle
ages, appear to have originated in this conntry
about the time of the civil wars, and the first one,
perhaps, mentioned in our history, is the ¢ Rota,”
in which questions were finally decided by means
of a ballot *. ‘

Amultitude of associations of thiskind had heen
suddenly created, and were cither denominated
_after the places in which they assembled, such
as, “ Appleby’s” and the “ Standard Tavern,”
.. or designated by the views of the leading mem-
hers, like the « Antigallicans,” the * Retrospec-

* See the Life of farrington, prefixed to the # Oceana.”
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tion,” &c. These being generally more nu-
merous than respectable, it was at ]éngth deter-
mined, in 1769, to form oue, which should have
\Nor its miiin ohject the preservation of the con-
stitution, as it had been established at the Revo-
lution, and at, the suggestion of Mr. Horne, who
may be considered as the fonnder, it assumed
the denomination of the “Society for supporting
the Bill of Rights.” This met at stated times,
at the London Tavern, and the following appear’
to have been the original mewmbers :
Sir John Bernard, bart. '
Sir Francis Blake Delaval, K. B.
Sir Joseph Mawbey, hart.
M. serjeant Glynn, M.P. for the county of
Middlesex.
Lord Mountmorris.
Rev.Dr.Wilson,rector of St. Stcphen Walbroke.
Rev. Jobn Horne. .
Mr. serjeant Adair, afterwards recorder of
, London. e
The a]dcunan Wilkes, M.P. for Middlesex.
Sawbridge, M.P. for London.
i Oliver, M. P. for London.
Townsliend, M. P. for Calne.
Robert Morris, esq. a barrister, was cbosen
honovary secretary; and-
William Tooke, esq. treasurer. i
M2
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. Az shall premote a law, subjecting each
candidate to an oath against having used hri-
bery, or any other illegal means of compassing
_his election.

3. You shall promote, to the utmost of yonr
power, a fall and equal representation of the
people in parliament.

4. You shall endeavour to restore 'mmml par-
liaments.

5. You shall promote a pension and place
bill,. enacting, that any member who receives
a place; pension, ‘contract, lottery-ticket, er auy
other emolument whatsoever from the crown, or
enjoys proﬁt from any such place, pension, &ec.
shall not only vignte his scat, but be absolutely
incligible during his continnance under such un-
due influence. .

G. You shall impeach the ministéers who ad-
vised the violating the right of the freeholders in
the Middlesex clection, and the military mur-
ders in St. George's Ficlds.

7. You shall make strict inquiry into the con-
duct of judges, téu’chiug jurics.

8.'You shall make strict inquiry into the
application of the public money.

9. Yon shall nse your utmest endeavours to
have the resolution of the house of commons
expunged, by which the magistrates of the city






1770. LIFE OF JONN HORNE TOOKE. 167

aleo, that the doctrive of interrogatories was
first probed to the quick; that the right of com-
mitment on the part of the house of commous
was originally agitated, and rendered doubtful;
“while, by the spirited interveution of the mem-
bers, a humble mechanic, with right on his side,
was enubled to foil the lord chicf justice of
England.

By means of this association, the press was
enabled to contend on more equal terms against
the current of power. The printers of three
popular newspapers*  were  encouraged and
supported hy its votes and its bounty; and it uot
unfrequently happened, that » sentence of the
court of King's Beneh, instead of overwhelming
with poverty, contributed not a little to the.
prosperity of the delinquent.  In consequence
of itx unabating exertions, too, the debts of Mr.
Wilkes, to a very large amount, were ecither
paid or compounded; and it scems to have been
the general intention, not ouly to have deared
him from all incumbraunces, but to have crowned

* 1. The London Evening Post, printed for Miller, who
was vepeatedly prosecuted, tined, and imprisoned, without
producing any other cffect whatever, but an increase of
zeal ' »

2. The Public Advertiser, published by Ilenry Sampcon
Woodfall.
3. The Midilesex Jonrnal.
[
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the whole, by purchasing a large annuity, whieh,
together with the remainder of his fortune, would
have placed hin equally aboye want and
meanness.
* But this society, originally intended for gc-ﬂ
neral purposes, was at length narrowed, by the
arts of a few intcrested persons, inté a commiittee,
for the exclusive benefit of a single individual.
Mr. Horne, although he had taken an active
part to promote the success and relieve the dis- -
tresses of Mr. Wilkes, was of course indignant
at the idea. In addition to this, at that very
moment, he had two favourite plans in view,
connected with each other and with the com-
mon cause; both of which he wished to be
powerhﬂly supported by the influence, the re-
putation, and the treasury of the Bill of Rights.
"One of these respected a point of law iuti--
mately connected with the-liberty of the subject
the other had for its object the freedom of the
press,. and the right of the constitnents to be-
come acquainted with the deliberations of their
representatives on public affuirs.  OF these two
questions, he wished to agitate the former im-
mediately.

Adrinter, of the name of Bmﬂlcv had been
prosccuted for publishing a lettcx, from Mr.
\Vi‘lkes, reflecting on the administration and
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the courts of justice. On this occasion, the evi-

.dence being too defective for conviction, lord
Mansfield adopted a novel, and, as it‘ﬁmdly
proved, an illegal mode of proceeding, nevert
before practised since the abolition of the star
chamber; for, in express defiance of that noble
principle of English jurisprudence, which wisely
and bhuamandély precludes a party from crimi-
nating himsclf, this great man, had been in-
duced from his, hatred to libels, by which his
own character was now almost daily assailed, to
examine this person, and, if possible, extract a
confession of guilt from his own mouth. Ile
accordingly made a rule of court, for this ex-
press purpose, and appointed a day to answer
certain questions, on failure of which, he was to
be committed for contempt.

The doctrine of conviction, by means of in-
terrogatories; here alluded to, is familiar to the
imperial law, in which, the intervention of a
jury, that neble bulwark of gothic Iiberty, is
unknown, an arbitrary power of decision being
placed in the breast of a single man. This mode
of proceeding was at length adopted in the ec-
clesiastical courts of this country,.and continued
for ages, until-it was enacted by statute *, that
it shall not be lawful for any bishop or ecclesi-

. * 13 Car. II,. 12 R
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astical judge, to tender, or administer to any
person whatsoever, any oath, whereby he may
be, compelled to confess, accuse, or purge. him-
welf of any criminal matter,’ by which he might
be liable to punishment. Onr municipal tri-
bunals, -indeed, never once entertained the idea
of obliging a man to disclose his own guilt;
but the learned judge, just alluded to, chose
to consider this particular case, as a flagrant
contempt of cowrt, on which occasion, an attach-
meut usvally issues, and the purty must either
stand cominitted, or put in bail,in order to answer
upon oath to such interrogatories as shall he
administered to him, for thc Letter information
of the judges presiding. ' .
Such was precisely the case of Bingley, and
a man less resolute would have sunk under the .
pressure of anthority. Even he, perhaps, might
cither have been terrified, or persnaded to yield,
but for the subject of this memoir, who held
out the prospect of fame and of advantage; and,
at Jength, succeeded in giving the appearance
of a public, and even a national cause, to what
* at first had been a mere act of self defence, on
the part of an obscure mechanic. The vicar of
New Brentford rejoiced at ap opportunity of
once more entering the lists with this eminent
judge; and, by long study and painful research,
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bad endeavoured to qualify himself for the ar-
duous contest. After tracing the stream of our
Iaws to their fountain-head, and drinking at the
source, he conceived that they had been ren-
dered obscure and sopbisticated in their descent.
He had long viewed the conduct of the earl of
Maisfield with a suspicious eye, and, on com-
paring his doctrines with those of lord Coke,
“and the cclebrated men of former times, he
thought he had discovered certain assmmptions
of power, neither justified by the text nor the
practice of our ancient institutions. He rejoiced,
therefore, at the happy occasion, now presented
by fortane, to vindicate the principles of our
municipal code, and, if possible, to humble a
nobleman,; whom he was pleased afterward to
compire, not only to the Tresylians, the Key-
lings, and the Scroggs, but even to the Jefferies
of former days. :

Nor was he on this occasion wholly disap-
pointed. MHaving called on the object of
prosecution, he communicated his opinion of
the injustice committed in respect to him, and
found means to inspire this man with a stubborn
detormiination. to resist. Proud .of the protec-
tion and encouragement he now received, fully
convinced that he was correct in point of law,
and holding himself forth as a martyr for liberty,



172 LIFE OF JOHN HOWNE TOOKE. 1770,

at a time when all such were sure of support, this
printer, hardly serious at first, and who might
at any time have beea liberated on a slight
acknowledgment, now evinced all the courage of
a hero. Flaming with zeal, he not only braved
the rigours of a long confinement, but actually
found means to' take a voluntary oath, hefore a
magistrate, in which hie swore, “ sooner to perish
.in a jail than violate the freedom of his native
country, by answering to interrogatories, wunless
put to the torfure:™ a resolution from which he
never once swerved. .
~ This person was now in the third year of his
imprisonment, and the vicar of New Brentford,
who had occasionally supplied his necessities,
determined to obtain a large subseription for,
and thus fully indemnify himn, for the losses he
"had sustajned.  Several opnlent and respectable
men had come forw: d on this occasion, and
advanced suns to a cousiderable amount; but
the name and influence.of the “ Bill of Rights”
was still wanting. This, however, was sopposed
to follow of course; and no doubt, indeed; could
have been entertained of it, but for the interpo-
sition of that very person, for whaose writings
the printer had already experienced a long and
unprecedented * confinement, and who now af-
fected to think, and to declare, that the society
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was solely devoted to his support, and pledged

for the relicf of his necegsities alone. Accord-

ingly, when it was moved, “that a subscription,

to the amountof five hundred pounds, be opencd

for Mr. Binglev, for having refused to answer

interrogatories, and submit to the illegal mode
‘of . attachinent,” the patriotic aldermnan, his

brother, his attorney, and a great body of his-
friends, found means to negative the proposition;

although it had been. repeatedly urged, that it

was e:gtmmely politic at that mowment, in order

to encourage the printers to resist the menaces of
the house of commons, and that the abandonment -
of this spirited individual to his fate, would in-

evitably produce doubt distraction, and de-

spondency. '

Bingley, however, was amply rewarded for
his zeal and perseverance; and, while he himself
thus acquired a certain degree of consequence,
he became, at the same time, the bumnble, bug
meritorious instrument of great and Jasting ad-
vantages to the community at large. Before
such a canse, supported with such Jintrepidity
and resolution, even lord Mansficld himselt
was at leogth obliged to succumb. Tired with
a struggle, which, while it laid bim open to the
most invidions accusations, on the part of his
enemies, seemed to ‘tarn}sh the lustre of bjs rge
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_putation, in theeyes of his friends, and alarmed
also, perhaps, at the threats of parliamentary
investigation, he at length reluctantly consented
to yield. .The attorney-general was, therefore,
instructed to move the court of King’s Bench,
for the discharge of the prisoner;” and the latter
was accordingly restored to his liberty, his
family, and society, neither ruined nor dismayed
by a personal contest with the greatest chief
justice which England had beheld since the
days of lord Coke*. Thus, to the pertinacity
of a petty artisan, aided, counselled, and sup-
ported by the minister of New Brentford, the
nation is indebted for the abolition of a prac-
tice, unsanctioned by our admirable municipal
code; and which, although it might have oc-

* On ll;is occasion, an appearance of much’legal coquetry
was displayed, between the Court of King's Bench, and one

of the crown Lawyers, about who should uudergo the ridicule
of permitting the prisoner to escape. '
The attorney-gencral, who had moved to bring up Bing-
ey, observed, * that he had nathing to pray against
the defendant;”” but lord Mansfield, afier # solemn pause,
replicl,  that if he moved nething, nothing could be dove,
and every thing would remain as it was, in consequence of
which, the defendant would still be in cpstody, as the court
never acted but upen motion from without,”
Mr. Attoraey, at length took the whole Lusinesy upon him-
self, and moved in the regalar manner for his discharge,
"which was imisediatcly assented to-by the lord chief justice.
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casionally entrapped a criminal, would have
rendered the laws nugatory, and innocence
itsclf insecure. .

The dispute concerning this individual was
productive of a variety of remarkable, al-
though far inferior events, particularly the dis-
solution of the club, known by the denomiunation
of the ¢ Supporters of the Bill of Rights.” 'This
was immediately followed by the institution of
the “ Constitutional Society,” consisting chiefly of
the most respectable of the old members, with
“an exclusion, however, of the Wilkites; and
doubtless gave birth to the «Whig Club,”
the * Fricnds of the People,” and the ¢ London
Correspouding Society,” in after times. Other
results, which followed this singular contest,
will be noticed hereafter; more especially the
paper-contest, between the two chiefs, which
occasioned a fatal schism' among the friends of
the common cause; and, while it displayed the
literary powers of the two principal combatants,
afforded ample exultation to the enemiesof both;
and, like wars of another kind, finally proved
of but little service to either of the belligerents.

»



CHAPTER VI. |

FROM 1770 1O 1771.

Dispute.and Correspondence with Mr. Wilkes. .

. IT was almost impossible, from the nature of
human affairs, that two such men as Mr. Wilkes
and Mr. Horne could agree during any long pe-
riod ; for their characters, dispositions, aud ul-
timate aims, were entirely dissimilar. The one,
pcrpetuzilly instigated by his necessities, ‘endea-
vourced to convert the current of public genero-
sity to his own private advaotage; while the
other, at once economical and disinterested,
wished to distribute it into different channels, for
the henefit and advantage of the community at
large. In addition to this, they were both gifted
with seperior talents ; and both equally avari-
cious of fame, although they approached her
temple by different paths. Each, also, per-
haps, considered himself best calculated for
command, and most worthy of public esteem.
The one could not bear a superior, the other



1770. LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 177

could not brook an equal: it was the rivalship
of l’ompev and Czesar, ou a smaller scale—not, i
deed, for the empire of the worid, but the ruleof a
Jmmerous, popular, and formidable party. This
Ted, as in the former instance, to a civil war, and
.ended in a contest, during which, happily, ink,
rather than blood, was most proﬁlsdy shed on
both sides. .

‘The minister of New Brentford was, indeed,
desirous of rendering the alderman of London
independent, not out of any pcrsonal regard to
him, but meroly with a view of pwv ing to the
world, that, in a_free country, it is not in the
power of a premier to ruin and overwhelm an
individual, whose canse was of a public nature.
He was anxious, at the same tiine, however, that
the man menaced with ministerial .vengeance
should condnct himself with propriety. Ac-
cordingly, instead of flattering his follies, he
had loudly protested against his luxurions mode
of life, and expréssed hoth his own and the
public dissatisfaction at the laced liveries and
. French domestics of a person supported by the
hounty of others.. When a verdict of four
thousand pounds had been obtained against lord
Halifax, for his miscouduct relative to general
warrants, he represented the propriety of appro-
priating that sam towards the payment of his
VoL I N )
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own debts: this proposition, however, wus. re-
jected; and no motives of policy, honesty, or
.shaﬁié, could induce him to debar himsclf of
‘a single luxury, or advance a single' shilling to
his creditors.

+ In addition to these original causes of estrange-
ment, there existed othens of a pecaliar nature.
Mr. Wilkes always hated, or rather desplscd
the Americans ; and, even during his confinement
in the King's Bench, laughed at and ridiculed
their pretensions to an independent legislative
right of internal taxation. But no sooner did
he receive a flattering letter from the Bostonians,
accmnpamcd by-a valuable present, than the re-
presentative for Middlesex changed his mind,
and transmitted a flaning reply, in which he
maintained, “ that the colonies were the pro-
pugnacula zmpen"’ and himself a “friend to
universal liberty'” This glaring versatility, as
usual, produced repeated, bat incflectual remon-
- strances .on the part“of his coadjutor, but with-
out any profitable effect. On the contrary, these
remounstrances were combated with the keen and
ready weapons of wit, irony, and sarcasm, until
a breach at length became inevitable ; and the.
dispute relative to Bingley only contributed to
hasten those hostilities, which tould not have
heen much longer protracted.
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"This memorable contest took placein 1770, in
consequence of an account that appeared in one
of the newspapers * of a- meeting of the elec-
tors of Westminster, relative to an 1mpeach-
ment of -Jord North. The writer appearing to
reflect on Mr, Wilkes, who had taken the chair
on this occasion, that gentleman replied with
some asperity, under his own signature, in a
letter, dated ¢ Prince’s Court, near Storey’s
Gate, Westminster, Nov. 15,” beginning with
the following quotation from Churchill :—

«“ Ah me! what mighty perils wait
The man who meddles with a state,

\Whether to strengthen or oppose,
False are his feiends, and firm his foes }”?

Ile was, at the same time, seconded by two
. anonymous writers, under the signatures of
“ Scourge,” and ¢ Cat-o-nine Thails,” who at-
tacked Mr. Horne as the author.
‘This immediately pr oduced the following re-
ply, in the Public Advertiser :—

~ e

“ TO MR. WILKES.

« Monday, Jan. 14, 1771,
“ sIR, ' - '
- ¢ An agent of yours declared, some time

“ ago, that it would be useful to you and your

* The Public Advertiser-of Oct. 31.
' N 2
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“ affairs to come to an open rupture with me.—
« From this opinion has flowed all the abuse
« which has lately been bestowed upon me in
“ the public papers. I -believé you have mis-
“ taken a strong inclination for policy,' and have
¢ yielded to a natural bias, in opposition to ho-
“mnesty and your interest. For near three
“ weeks past, I have heen pretty closely confined
“ to my chamber by indisposition, and, except
¢ the ¢ Pablic Advertiser,” have only scen such
“.papers as wy friends have brought to :me,
“ whose kindness made them feel, more sensibly
“ than myself, the injuries you have offered, me.
“ I have hitherto scen very little worthy of an
“ answer, except the particular ch'urges in the
¢ ¢ Gazetteer’ of last Tuesday. I think..it due
“ to the public, to wmy friends, and myself, to
“ give to each as particular an answer.  Sir, as I
“ have never, either ii publicor private life, co-
¢ pied your example—1 shall not do it in this my .
¢ justification.  Instead of a defence, yonr me-
“ thod has always been to recriminate.  On the’
‘“ contrary, I shall, in this letter, confine myself
““ to the charges brought agwnst me.  In a fu-
« ture letter, I will cxf)luiu the natare and canses
¢ of the differences between us: they ought to
« he made public,. becawse the ohjects are not
‘¢ private.
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“ The estminster business 1 shall reserve for
“ my future letter, because it is one of the pre-
“tended causes of difference. The other
“ charges, I think, are,~—~1. That <1 subscribed
*“ to the ““ Society of the Bill of Righ'ts," but never
‘ paid one shilling.’—2. That ‘1 have received -
“ amazing sums for Mr. serjeant Glynu’s. elec-
“ tions, ten guineas each from most of his
“ friends.’'—3. That ‘I have received subscrip-
“ tions for the Widow Bigby’s appeal.’—4. That
I have received subscriptions for Mr. Gil-
“lam’s trial.’—5. That ¢ I have received sub-
“ scriptions for the affair of the wedvers in Spi-
¢ tal Fields.’ , .

“ These five charges I understand to be of a
¢ public natare. After wluch, there is a charge
““ upon me of a private fraud, in a story about
‘ Mr. Foote's pamiphjet, and Messrs. Davis, the
¢ hooksellers.

. ¢ These particular charges I undertake to an-
“ swer, and if there is any other that I.have
*“ omitted to take notice of, you will please to
“ remind me of it. If there is any other that
“¢ you have ouutted you bave my free leave to
““ bring it.

« I‘IRbT, I never did subscribe any thing to the
‘¢ Society of the Bill of Rights.” It is truc, that,
‘in the.accounts of that society, there will he
“ found \i\'e gnineas of my money; but these

4
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¢ five guineas were paid by me at the moment
“ of subscribing them, at the Jast subscription
“1nade at the King’s Arms Tavern, in Cornhill,
¢ some time before the cstablishment of the so-
“ ciety at the London Tavern. Nor do 1
“¢ recollect, at any time, to have subscribed any
“ money without instantly paying down the
¢ small, but nuinerous sums, I have contributed.
“These poor five guineas were reccived, and the
¢ account of them brought into the society by
“ Mr.Ba————., .
“ The sgcoxp charge is, ¢ The amazing sums
“ received by me for Mr. Glynu’s clection ; ten
¢ guincas each from most of his friends” The
“ subject of this charge, no doubt, putsme in a
“ delicate and difficult situwation, because the.
“ particulars of it ought to'be discussed only by
“Mr. Glynn and the sebscribers; and 1 am
“ bound to be very careful, that, whilst I jus-
¢ tify myself, I do not say any thing which
“ may givé pain or displeasurc to others. How-
“ ever, I. think I can say enough oun this head
“ to satisfy the most scrupulous, without burt-
“ ing the most tender.. 1 must premive, that I
< have always carefully avoided three things; I
¢ mean the being placed up('m any public occa-
“ s’on in any situation of honour, trust, or pro-
‘ fit, from which my name, and my station, and
“ my inclination, equally dissuaded me. 1 have
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been mgularly and indefatigably the drndge of
almost ev ery popular elcctmn, prosecution,
and public business,—but ‘never the object of
any one. For three years past. my time has
heen entirely, and my income almost wholly,
applied to public measures. But, though with
great caution, and sometimes obstmac), I have

taken care never to be the chairman of any
company, nor the ostensible manager or con-
ductor of any-matter; yet I have not been
able to avoid being, on three occasions, the re-
ceiver of money. One of them was the elec-
tion of Mr. Glyon. ‘But there were no
amazing swms in the case. The ten guinea
subscription amounted to two hundred and
sixty-two pounds ten ‘shillings, of which, for
want of a more diligent collector than myself,
only two hundred and twenty pounds ten shil-
lings have yet heen received; and that sum :
has been paid away long ago either by me or
by Mr. B——, the treasarer of that subscrip-
tion. Mr. Glynp, and the subscribers, must
examine and settle that business ; and, if they
have no objection, I am sure. I shall have none,
to lay each particular article hetore the public.
—And now, I-have answered this charge as
far as you have brought it, I desire to

‘ strengthen the charge, by informing you, sir,

\
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 that there was another subscription for M.
« (ilyn'n's election. (Indecd the ten guineas were
““ not subscribed for the expenses of Mr. Glynn
“in his clection, nor was any subscription for
“ that parposc intended; the ten guineas were
subscribed to pay the expenses of some diuners
which about twenty of us agreed to give to the
freeholders, in different purts of the county, in
¢ the summer, whilst Mr. Glynn was on the
“ circuit.)—The second subscription was made
¢ only after the riot on the first day of election,
“in order to pay the additional expenses jin-
“ curred by that most villainous action, it seem-
“ ing very cruel and unjust that so barbarous
“ and wicked a contrivance should increase the
“ expense to Mr. serjeant Glynn of a-contest
“ already sufficiently expensive, and which had
“ heen carried on ahout seven months against ajl
“ the powers and influence of government.
¢ Thissecond subscription amounted to 14014,
“ 9811 of which have been paid; 4201 still re-
“ wain wnpaid.  Of this money, 400/. were paid
 into the hands of Mr. Vaughan, the treasarer
““ on this oc asion; 3404 10s. were paid into
¢ the hands of Messrs. Lowry and Co., bankers,
¢ in Lombard Street: 210/.10s. were collected
“ by e, from time to time, as the subscribers
“ fell in my way, andwere paid again by me as

(14
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“ occasion and opportunity offered: 1 likewise
“ drew on Messrs. Lowry and Co. for the money
“in their hands, with which I paid the de-
“ mands on Mr. Glyan, as far as the money
“¢ would reach them. " On this point 1 can only
“ say, as before, that, if Mr. Glynn and the sub-
“ scribers have no objection, I shall have none,
“ to lay each particular article of 1ece1pt and
‘ payment before the public.
“ The THIRD charge is,  That I have received
“ subscriptions for the widow Bighy’s appeal.’
¢ The widow Bigby's appeal was not brought
* ¢ by my direction; I do not mean that I disap-
 prove it; I commend the measure; and, if I
¢ hud been applied to, should have advised it.
¢ I think the pardon granted to the murderers
“ of Bigby was a horrid cne, I think the same
« of the pardon granted to M‘Quirk, and I do
¢ not heliceve cither of them lawful, Mr. Stanr-
¢ jord, the attorney who was employed by the
** widoy, app]ied to a gentleman of character
"‘ and fortune in the city for assistance; that
« éeutlem'm brought Mr.: Stamford to me, who
“ told e what he had done, and what he in-
“ tended to do; but he declared himself unable
‘ to bear the expense and go on with the appeal,
** unless he was assisted immediately with money.
. ¢ I undertook the matter, made myself answer-



186 LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE.  1771.

"¢ able -to him, and assisted him with 1i10ney;'
« and when I saw my friends, I applied to them
“ for their help,because I was unequal to the bur-
“ den alone. I did not indeed foresee that any
“ member of the house of commons wounld
‘¢ move for leave to bring in a bill to take away
¢« the right of appeal from the 'people in cases
“ of murder; but I did foresee that lord Mans-
¢ field would make such a motion and such a
“ bill unnecessary; and that he would, by studied
“ delays and difficulties, most cficetnally take
“ away the remedy of appeal, by showing us
¢ that the most eminent counse] at the bar are
“ not able to procced in.such a course ‘as to
“ bring it to a trial: and I supposed that he
“ would, as he has donc, so protract the mat-
“ ter, by shifting his difficulties and his doubts,
“ that either the-procecdings on the appeal
“ should be dropped, from the enormity of the
“ expensc, or the obstinate virtue of the poor
¢ appellant .have time to be cooled and cor-
“rapted. I expected only to show, what has
“ been shown, that lord Mansficld, who is so
¢ dexterous at removing difficulties and short-
«“ ening the way to a conviction for libel, ac-

-

“ cording to the modern method of prosecution,
“ v as dexterous in finding oat or creating ob-
“ stacles to a trial in the ancient mode of appeal
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« for murder, which was formerly the subject’s
“only remedy*.  And for this purpose 1 was
¢ willing, and «id declare my willingness, to
 hear, if it was nccessary, the whole expense
“ of the prosecution.. The few fricnds to whom
¢ I spoke on this occasi(n{wcx‘e of the same sen-
“timents; and they coutributed towards the
“appeal. I afterwards found that good man,
- ¢ Sir , was as warm’ in this business as
“ mysclf; at his desire I waited on him, and as
“ he was anxious to be a sharer.in the burden, I
“ some time after sent 2 gentleman to him with
% a list of the subscribers, and an account of the
¢ money paid to the attorney, and solicited him
¢ earnestly to be the trcasurer on this occasion.
¢ Sir - , for many reasons, excused him-
“self. Very lately this office has Deen kindly
“ accepted by Mr. Tooke. He has the list and
¢ the ucconnt, and the trouble of collecting the
¢ subscriptions. I do not desire any part of it
“ to be kept secret. I have received 110/ 16s,,

* « Something more too has been shown; . e that the
¢ suggestions on which the pardon for the Kennedies was
« procared are false; and that those who procured it still
© e know them to be guilty, or they would ‘not so obstinately
+ « and corruptly have opposed a fresh trial on the appeal, -
 which was the only methed to justify the pardon in an an-
« thentic maaner, by producing ‘the new. circumstances
« which manifested their innocence,
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« and I have paid to the attorney 150L; and T .
¢ have never been less in advance than I am at
¢ present, which is 39/, 4s. .

“ The rourTH charge is, ¢ That I have re-
«“ ceived subscriptions for Mr. Gillam’s trial.” A
¢ copy of his indictmnent was "illegally granted
“ to Mr.Gillam, in order to intimidate and dis-
¢ grace another gentleman and wyself. When
¢ the request was made, the judges were at first
“ divided: Mr. justice Aston and Mr. Recorder
“ saw no ohjection to it, and they at last over-
« persuaded the lord chief baron Parker: Mr.
¢ justice Gould refused it to the last. Notwith-,
“ standing this copy of the indictment, 1 have
“ never hesitated to declare, that I did promote
“and assist that prosecution to the utmost of
““ my power; but I did not at any time receive
“ a farthing from any person on the accomnt of
Mr, Gillan’s trial, or any thing relative to it,
“ and I do assert that there was no subscription
¢ for it. If you, sir, can discover a single per-
'son who paid any mhccription to e, or ta
“¢ any other, on that account, it is your business
* to name him; otherwise we shall know lmw
to namic you. .
« The Firrr chargeis, ¢ That I have received
 subscriptions for the aftuir of the weavers in
« Spital Fields. T neverdid receive any subscrip- -
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¢ tionforthe affair of the weavers in Spital Ficlds;
t tlnere never was any' subscription on that ac-
‘ count, or on any other, relative to the weavers

¢ in Spital I ields. I took no small pains, with

*“ other gentlemen, to save the lives of some
“ innocent men; but though one was petitioned
“ for by the lord mayor and all the aldermen
“ who sat on the bench at his trial, with the
“« strongest circamstances in his favour, and
* though another was unanimonsly and strongly
‘ rccommended to mercy by the jury, they
“were both hanged.—Their crime was not
“ murder.—I believe we had better success in
“ our endeavours to stop the further merciless
“ persecution of that unhappy body of men; but
“ what we “did was done without collecting
“ money or snbscnptlow and 1 do . not bchwe
“ that any money was’ paid, except twenty pounds,
“ which I gave, out of my own pocket, towmds
¢ procuring counsel for one Buker, a ;oumc\-
“ man weaver, whom lord Mansficld bad re-
¢ fused to admit to bail till terin-time, and till
“ after hearing connscl; although the same lord
< Mansfield confessed that he was committed
“ on a charge for an offence bailahle at the very
“ first view, and which did not, admit even the
“ shadow of a doubt. If any person did sub.
¢ seribe on this accoynt to me or to any other,

* it is your business to name him. -
' <
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“ Thus, sir, I have answered your five charges
“ concerning subscriptions. Three of them (one
“¢ said to be left unpaid by me, and two said to
~ “ have been received by me) are. totally false;
¢ there never were any such subscriptions. The
“ other two, I hope, I have likewise answered
““ to your dissatisfaction.  ‘Though the proof of
“such charges ought to rest upon him who
“ brings them, yet I think I may venturé safely
“ to tuke even the opposite proof cn myself; for &
* trast, however disagreeable it is to gentlemen
¢ to put their names in the papers, I trust Mr.
¢ Richard Oliver, who is treasurer to the ¢ So-
“ ciety of the Bill of Rights, and Mr. serjeant
“ Glyan, and Mr. Tooke, will do e that justice
“ which is due to me, and add the authority of
“ their names to the truth of what I hdve re-
““ lated.
“ But, sir, there is one subscription more that -
“ 1 have received, and with which you have not
¢ charged me; I mean 'lsubsm iption of 94L.17s.
“ 9d. !‘dlbed for you in my neighbourhood, which
“1 bave brought into the society very lately,
“ at the last mceting but one at the London
¢ Tavern. d
«This subscription I did not collect; it was,
“ only conveyed by me to the society. It was
“ collected publicly in an open book, by
“Mr. B. H , Mr. B , Mr.
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“ D , Mr. H———, of my parish, and
“ this hook was brought back to me only the
“ day bhefore I delivered it in: however, before
¢ this subscription, I advanced, in the payment
“.of demands upon yon, 38l. 0s. 8d., which I am
“ still to receive, and, of the subscription itsclf,
“ seven guineas still remain unpaid to me.

“ Your rast charge is, that I have received
“ money for different publications, and you-call
“ upon me to lay before the public ¢ an account
“ of the profits’on my vamped up sermon, Mr.
“ Foote’s apology, Mr. Missing’s letter, &c. as-
“ serting, at the same time, that I'defranded Mr.
¢ Foote of forty or fifty pounds, which 1 took

. ¢ from Mesers. Davis the -booksellers; and you

¢ bid me give you the evidence of Mr. Davis,
“ both the father and the soi, and Mr. Foote's
“ justification of my disinterested frieridship to
“ hitm.’ ‘ .

“ Have you forgotten in how unwanly a man-
“ ner you lately reccived the very manly beha-
“ viour of Mr. alderman Trecothick, when you
“ were charged with the illiberal anonymous
“ abuse cast on that gentleman in ¢ the annals

“< of his mayoralty ? ¥ — AxxaLs of three or four

Z ]
* Annals of the Mayoralty of the Right Hon. Barlow
Trecothick, Esq. '
(BY 3. WiLKES, [sQ.)
June 29, 1770, he was nominated by the livery, and
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¢ moxTHs!— If you thought yoursclf justified in
“ refusing to acknowledge to the injured person
“an anonymous writing, how can you expect

elected by the court of aldermen, lord-mayor of this city.
While Guildball stil} echoed with his name, his first act and
speech was to arraign the conduct of that livery in the most
modest manner to their faces, for setting aside sér Henry
Bunkes. He declared sir Henry o gonod soré of man, althaugh
* the livery, by setting him aside, had, in eflect, declared him
a bad sort of man to be their chicf magistrate.  On the true
levelling principle of his countrymen, the Bostonians, he like-
wise declared the late Mr. Beckfurd, that first of men, to whom
the grateful citizens have decreed a statue for 2 long life of
faithful services, only a good sore of man. He spoke liwle'
of himself, finding, I suppose, the subject remarkably barren;
_but, in the conclusion, he scemed to allude to the error com
mitted by the livery in their choice of him for so short a
time—an ervor which will not be repeated, 1 believe, even
Jor so short a time.

June 30, he attended the lord-commissioner ﬁmvthc. The
recorder, in gratitude for his former personal: favours to
Mrs. ——, a good sor¢ of a woman, gave him a dlear head,
great vigour of mind, a love of — his country, an attachment
to the welfare of — his fellow-citizens, and a veneration for
the laws. The lord-commissioner seemed to hold all these
fine things, said by Mr. Recorder, very cheap, or to think
them very iil applied; for’he desired his new lordship not to
break the lawss himself, and to see them well abserred in the city ;
a proper and obliging compliment, but lo.mirely useless; for,
October 24th, his lordship signed the 1reuar press-warrants
himself, and ordered all the constables in the city to violate
the laws after his example,

Sept. 18, all the calls of an expensive nature being over |

for the ysar, his lordship, from the greatness of his soul, iu-
vited to the Mansion House the whole common-council, and
provided an entertainment for kelf of them. Those whe
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“ that I should give you an answer about pam- -
¢ phicts that bear other men’s names? Itis true,
““ I have always avowed whatever I have written
“ anonymously, whenever any person has com-
“ plained that he was in.illrgd; as in the cuses
““ of sir John Gibbons, sivr W. B. Proctor, Mr.
“ Onslow, &c.; it is'my general rule when I am
¢ treated fairly; but the rule does not extend to
“you; for, in those pamphlets, even if I had
* written thewm,. there is no reflection upon you:
~“ when you attribute to me the pamphlets that
 bear the names of other men, and call for an
“ auswer, ypu are impertinent to me and inju-

came first dined with his lordship, the rest with duke Humphry
~— not Coates— they wished that they had. Of the fragments
were taken up and seut to the various prisons of this city,
baskets 000000000,

Qct. 5, issued from the Mansion House a manifesto of this
city king to the public. It declaved that he was a party man,
that he owned himself linked with a faction, and acted in
public with @ particular set of men; but did not mention a
syllable of soliciting the instructivns, asking the opinion, or
promising to obey the commands of kis constitvests, the
citizens of the metropolil@ who will, undoubtedly, at the next
general election, add this tool once more to the Rockingham
fuction.

On Oct. 24, he admitted into the city whole bands of
ruffians, under the name of press-fangs, caressed their chiefs,
gave the sapction of his name aad authority for all the con-
stables, and let them loose agninst the laws, the peace, the
hberties, aud franchises of London,

God be praised, this duy is Nov. 8.

VOL. 1. o
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“ rious to them. Perhaps some other person
“ may think it as probable that you should have
¢« written the sermon, as that I should have
¢ written on subjects of law aud suwrgery. I
€ Lnow, indced, how yon will solve that difli-
“ culty, by declaring that there is as little divi-
“nity in the oue,*as law‘and surgery in the
‘ otlfers.  Sir, I shall only answer yon what yon
“must already suppose, viz. that, of all the
¢ pamphlets I ever wrote in my life, 1 have
¢ regularly received the profite; and of all the
« pamphlus which T may herveafter write, 1
“ shall, if I'please, regnlarly reccive the profits.
“ But, that youmaynotenvy me the amazing sums
. I have likewise received on that score, 1 will
“tell you exactly to what they, wnonnt; and,
“ that I might be cﬁact, I have sertled acconnts
“ which were never before settled.  Of all the
“ things I ever wrote in my life the profits
¢ amount to a sum not sufficient to farnish you
“ with two month’s elaret.
“ For the frand with whieh yon charge me ou -
“ Mr. Foote, throngh Messrs. Davis, the book-
« sellers, it is a fulshood, and you ought to be
S told soin coarser language.  You bid we give
¢ you the evidence of Mr. Davis, both the futher
< qnd the son, and of Mr. Foote.” You, who
« pring the chrge, shonld take the onus pro-



1

177 " LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. = 19§

“bandi! 1 can only give my own evidence.
“ They must, il they please, give theirs for
“ themsclves.  But why this judaism, sir? Why
“ will not Mr. Davis the father satisfy ybn.S
“ Why visit the sins of the fathem upon the
“ children?

¢ Sir, 1 will be bold to say, the further and
the more particularly you sift into every part
of my conduct, the more honourable it will
“ appear; for. very many circumstances will
(14

[{3

<

-

come out necessarily in my defence, which
could not otherwise have been mentioned
without hoasting; and 1 defy all your art and
“all your abilitics to make wme, whilst I am
“ honest, cither detestable or ridiculous.  How-
“ ever, you must now do something, for your
« credit's sake: at Jeast be witty, at least enter-
“ tain the public: scraps of verses will not ul-
together answer the purpose.—.{k me! is no
argament; quotations are not proofs. But if
you will quote an incomparable poet, you shounld
take some of his incomparable poetry. With
such a choice of beauties before you, to select
the passages with which you have lately
patched your prose, convinces me that no
friend can escape you; and that, living or
de'ld, it is your study and endeavour to show,
“af you can, their weak Qldcs to the public.
ouy Horxg.”
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The above contains an answer to all the
charges made against Mr. Horne, amidst the
asperity of party hostility; and, as it was followed,

“soon after, by letters from Mr. serjeant Glynn,
Mr. W. Tooke, Mcssrs. Davis, and Mr. alderman
Oliver, testiing the disintercstedness of his
condact, must be allow ed to ‘constitute an able,
as well as ample ‘refutation of these calumnies.
Notwithstanding this, and although all the inde-
pendent and opulent men, helonging to the ¢ So-
ciety of the Bill of Rights,” had taken the side
of Mr. Horne in this dispute; yet the current of
popular opinion now sct in strongly against him,
and he soon after hecame one of the most ob-
noxious men in the kingdom. At the very time
he was sacrificing all his prospects in'life to

. advance the canse he had adopted, his name was
execrated as a deserter from the sxdc of liberty;
and, more than once, he was c.gttmlly hurnt.-in
efligy in the metropolis.

Notwithstanding this, after a short pause, he
renewed the controversy, and proceeded, in the
month of May, 1771, to expose the character
and conduct of Mr. Wilkes, as may be seen from
their correspondence, which would nearly fill
2 volume. Sowme of this series of letters are
therefore necessarily abridged ; without omitting,
however, a smge passage of any importance;
for, althoughthey werecager ly vead by thenation at

i



1771. - LIFE OF JOIN HORNE TOOKE. S 197
that period, yet, after the lapse of more than forty
years, they will of course have lost much of their
zest as well as importance. Upon the whole,
however, they must be allowed to contain, not
only many interesting passages, but also to ex-
hibit a variety of curious information relative to
the history of that period.

« TO MR. JOHN WILKES.
(LETFER 1.)

“ 8IR,

“ YOU huave said, ¢ The public have a right
“to trath, and every imposition on mankind
“ ought to be detected and exposed.” I am not
¢ entirely of that opinion: I think there are
¢ certain seasons w hen some particular truths
“oughttobe withheld; ; and my lips should have
* been for ever closed on the subject of your real
¢ character and conduct, if "'you could by avny
““ motives have been persuaded; or by any art or
“ contrivauce have been compelled, to continue
“ a voluntary or involuntary instrument of good
“to your country. I have long heen, with
“ others, stroggling to make it your interest to
* be honest, and founded all my hopes, not on
¢ your principle, but common sense. At length’

-

"
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« T despair of any goed from you, and apprehendd
« much mischief: I think it therefore my duty
“ to be no longer silent; and I come to an cx-
“ planation without any apprehension of dis-
< grace; hecause I know, that, though?7ilkes and
¢ Liberty may for a while bear down every thing
« before them in the street, yet, as far as thcy
“ are not tonnected hy public principles, they will
“ surely be separated in the closet. But, what-
¢ ever may be the opinions of any persons con-
“ cerning my conduct, I shall not alter it: their
% uninformed opinions affect me little: I know
“ my own situation; 1 must ever remain a poor
“and a privaté man, and can never he a can-
“ didate for the favour or confidence of the
« public. The voice of the people is mot the
“ voice of God to me, though (in the fair mean-
“ ing of the word people) 1 have never thought
¢ it wroug; but it is the voice within me that
« shall ever be the guide of my actions.

“ It is not my inteution here to open any ac-
“ count with you on the score of private cha-
“ racter; in that respect, the public have kindly
“ passed an act of insolvéncy in your favour:
¢ you bave delivered up your all, and no man
¢ can fairly now make any demand. I blame
< your public conduct, and never hid a differenco
# with you ou any other subject; and thmwh it
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“ has suited your sclfish politics to insinuate and
“ pretend some private pique between us, yet
“ you have not ventured, even anonymously,. to
““ suggest any particular cause of iny dissatis-
“ laction.
¢ That I may be well understood, it is neces-
*“ sary to give a short history of the commence-
“ ment, progress, and conclusion of the inter-
“ conrse between us; and this I will begin to do
“ in my next; not for iny own justification, for
“ I could be well contented to leave each man
“ to his opinion concerning me; but that the
¢ people at lurge, to whose safety awd happiness
“ it is important, may be better able to form
“ their judgment how far they onght, and how
¢ far they onght not, to support you; and that
“ they may perceive your general professions and .
¢ protestations te be like those of last Wednes-
“ day’s speech, cqually calculated to mislead
“ and impose, and to which every particular act,
“ as well of your opposition as of kis government,
“js a flat contradiction. '
: “ JouNn Horxng,”
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TO TIHE REV. MR. HORNE.

« Prince’s Court, Bay 15.
¢ SIR, :

“ I HAVE wated with impatience, cver since
“ November, for the justification of your ac-
“ count of the Festminster business, in the
¢ very preface of which you advanced the false-
“ hood, that yon were READY fo vouch the qu-
« thenticity of it. I called upon you in print
* the day after its publication. In your letter
“ of Jan. 16, you declared, ¢ the Westminster
“ business I shall reserve for my future letter.”
“ Another Ictter now appears, which mneither
“ mentions nor promises any thing on that
“ snbject. Now, you trifle with the public;

. ¢ before, you dared to impose.

“Yom say, ‘it is not my intention here to
““ open any account with you .on the score of
“ private character: in that respect, the public
“ have kindly passed an- act of insolvency in
“ your favonr.” 1 belicve, indeed, yon will not

. choose to apen any account on the score of-
“ private character. A geuntleman in holy
“ orders, whose hand appears to testify his -
¢ belief of the articles of the church of England,
¢ the least moral, the least conscientions of men,
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“* whose life has passed in a constant, direct op-
¢ position to the purity and precepts of the
“ gospel; whose creed, from the first article in
¢ it to the last, is known to be non credo; such a
¢ person, with wonderful prudence, chooses not
““to open any account on the score of private
< character. 1 do not inean, sir, to be imper-
““ tinent enough to a public, whom I respect, to
“ descend to those particulars of private life, in
“ which they are not interested, cither to accuse
“« {you, or to defend myself. The frailties, of
¢ which I have repented, 1 will not justify. I~
“ will not even plead, with Horace,
« « Nac lysissc puclet, sed non incidere ludam ;°
“but I hope to tedecm and bury in oblivion
“ every past folly, by great and virtaous actions,
¥ by real services to my country.
« Your letter of yesterday contains no charge,
* ¢ although it promises many. Lvery one shall
“he fully answered. I-have only to desire,
“ that your future letter, or letters, nray appear
* before Midsummer day, because it is possible
“ that, by the favour of the livery of London, I
“ may, after that time,’ be wholly engaged in pre~
“ paring for the duties of a very important office,
“ and the faithful discharge of the sheriff” 'oath,
“ not that, \\lnch you fala ifted.
“ I am, sir, your humble servant,
“ Jonx WiLkes.”
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«TO MR. JOHN WILKES.

\

(LETTER 1)

€ SIR,

“ THE motives of my conduct, and the na-
“ ture of our intercourse, (for it cannot be called
“ a connexion,) will best appear from the situ-
“ ation of each of us at its commencement.
“ Your motives will appear as pltunlv in us pro-
¢ gress and conclusion.

“ When your troubles began, I was in France.
¢ I returned to England toivards the end of the
< year 1764, .

“ 1 was quickly informed of all the political
“ transdactions in England during my absence.
“ My expectations and opposite connexions
“ were not so strong in me as thesc principles,
* ** which all who know me know I always pro-
“ fessed, long before there was a probability that
“ the timés would cver call them out into prac-
“ tice. In this sitoation, I did not hesitate one
“ moment about my conduct, but instantly de-
¢ clared ny sentiments very freely; and, during
“ my short stay in England, contributed my mite
“ to_the public cause by publishing whatever
« essays, bints, or intelligence, T thought might
¢ 1ge useful. '

¢ In the year 1765 I 1ep«ured to Italy. Pass-
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“ ing through Paris, I delivered some letters to
 you; amongst others, one of those letters from
“ Mr. Onslow, which yow have since published.
* Though this was the first time we ever saw
“ each other, you exacted from me, with very
““ carnest entreaty, a promise of correspondence.
¢ I thought yon at that time sincercly public-
“ spirited, and a man of honour; I mean that
¢ sort of honour, which, though it does not re-
“ strain from bad, prevents men_from being
“ guilty of mean actions. I wrote to you from
“ Moutpelier; and, lest from my appearance youn
"¢ should mistake my sitnation, and expect con-
“ siderable services from me, I thought it proper
“ to inform you, that I was only a poor coun-
“ try clergyman, whose situation, notwithstand-
“ing his zeal, would never enable him to per-
“ form any considerable scrvice either to you or
“ the public. Having told you my profession, 1.
“ discluimed, in 4 joking manncr, those vices,
¢ which, from the dependent sitnation of its pro-
“ fessors, -are too frequently attendant on it —1I
“ mean hypacrisy, servility, and an ahject atten-
““ tion to private interest.  Receiving no answer,
“ I ¢id not repeat my folly : and, upon a second -
“ visit to you at Paris, in my rctara from Italy
“ to England, in the year 1767, I saw reasons
* sufficicut never more to trust you with a single
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“line; for I found that all the private letters of
“ your friends were regulmly pasted in a book,
“and read over indisriminately, not only to
“ your {riends and acquaintance, but to every
¢ visitor.
“ In this second visit at Paris yon reproached
me for not keeping my promisc of corre-
spondence, and swore you bad not reccived my
letter. I was very well contented, though I.
did not believe your excuse, and -hugged my-
self in the reflection, that I had furnished you
with only one opportumty of trenchery.  This
letter you copied some months, and showed it
abont to numbers of 'people, with a menace of
publication, if I dared to interrupt yon. Aud
“ yet you cannot pretend to justify yourself by
“ saying, that it contains any promises which
have not been- abunduntly fulfilled. So far
from promising assistance, if I have any me-
mory, it declares an inability to assist. You
will not say that I courted you in your pros-
“ perity, and forsook you in adyersity ; you will
“ not say that I have been ungrateful, or that I
ever received any favours at your hands. I
found you in the most hopeless state :- an ont-
“Jaw ; plunged in the deepest distress; over-
¢ whelmed with debt and disgrace ; forsaken by
all your fricnds, and shununed by every thing
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“ that called itself 4 gentleman, at a time when
“ very honest men, who could distinguish be-
“ tween you and your caunse, and who feared no
“ danger, yet feared the ridicnle attending a pro-
““ hable defeat. Iappily, we succeeded, and I
‘ leave you, by repeated clections, the legal re-
¢« presentative of Middlesex, an alderman of
“ London, and about thirty thousand pounds
- * richer than when first I knew you; myself by
 many degrees pooreg than I was before; and'I
¢ pretend to have been a little instramental in all
“ these changes of your sitwition.
‘I make no other reflection on your behavi-
“ onr respecting my letter, than barely to say,
“ that those who shall attempt to palliate or jus-
“tify it, will want a justification themselves.
¢ Publish it, however, when you will. Tam con-
“ fident, as indeed I have likewise heen assurcd .
“ by many to whom you have shown it, that
“ there is nothing in the letter of which I need
“ to be ashamed, unless there are any compli-
““ ments to you; of every thing of that kind your
 subsequent conduct has indeed made me most
“ heartily ashamed.
“ Jonx Horng,”
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“ TO MR. JOHN WILKES.
(LETTER 111.)

“ sIR,

“ MY first employment on my return to Eng-
“land was to reconcile you with Mr. Cotes,
“ whom 1 thought 'you treated, in his misfor-
“ tunes, with a harbarous ingratitude : and at Pa-
" “'ris T expluined to you wny sentiments on the
¢ subject, as frecly as a stranger could who
¢ wished not to oflend you.

* From this time, till your arrival in England,
“ I threw out hints in the papers of your inten-
“ tion to offer yourself a candidate at-the cnsu-
“ ing general clection; and I endeavoured, with
““ as mnch art as I was master of, to let them be
¢ just strong enough to make those who wished
“ you well suppose. the event possible, without
“ being so strong as to make.those who feared

“ such an event suppose it probable.

¢ From the time I left youn at Paris, in 1767,
“ 1 held no comnmunication with you of any kind
* whatever; nor did I, upon your arrival in Eng-
“ land, in 1768, even pay you a visit, till it was
¢ very evident you had lost your election in the
« city. Then indeed I went to you, because K
* knew I could be, useful to you'in Middlesex s
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“ and I did then, and do still think, that there
“ was no method by which I could do greater
“ service to the public, than by espousing your
“ cause; which the weakness and wickedness of
“ our court had made, to a certain degree, the
“ cause of every Englishman. M
“ Besides some credible information which 1«
“ had received since I first saw you concerning -
‘“ your character, and the danger which iy se-

““ cond visit had shown me there was in your

“ correspondence, a particular transaction bad-
““made me forbear any communication with
113

you, though my sentiments of your cause re-
“ mained unaltered. — In October, 1766, yon
< came ovento Eugland privately : my brother-
« in-Jaw, Mr. Wildman, accidentally met you in
¢ the street, near his own house, in Argyle Build-
“ings, in company with ‘your brother," M.
“ Hcaton Wilkes: Mr. Wildman expressing his
‘¢ surprise to sce you, you told him you were gi-
“ stressed to find-some place where you might
“ safely lay hid from fear of the outlawry: he
“ offcred you his own house; where you stayed
“ till 'you went back again to France. You re-
“ presented to him your situation in France,
¢ which made it proper for you to eundeavour,
* by little presents, &c., to please your fricuds
*¢ there, to whom you bad obligations ; and re
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-

s.quested bim to procure for you certain ar-
“ ticles *, to the value of forty pounds, and to
“ send them directed for your friend Mous.
¢ Sainte Foy, at Paris; to whose hands you said
< they would come without diffjculty, examina-
“ tion, or interruption, he being secretary to the
 French minister, and greut treasurer of the
 marine ; and you promlaed, that Mr. Wild-
“ man’s bills for the money he should lay out "
“ on these articles should be paid at sight. Mr.
“ Wildman exccuted your commission with the
“ zeal of a friend, and chose to delay receiving
“ his money till some months after, when he was
“ himself to pass through Paris. In Scptember,

v
.

* « The following is a list of the articles which you com-
nissioned Mr. Wildman to buy :

s Twenty-five bottles of the very best old Jamaita rum.

« Twenty-five arrack.

¢ Three gowns, chintz, one light-blue, one pink, and the
other fine yellow groond. '

* Pamplilets.

« Oroonoko, as it is acted now,

« Romeo and Juliet.

¢ Churchili’s works,

“ Forty yards of fine flannel.

Two profligate axpicles, wheeh Mr. Wildman
would not furnish.

“ La Philosophic de UJlistoire.

« Le Philosophe Ignorant,

e Le Dernier OQuvrage de Dowlanger.
# Every thing new from Voltaire.”
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“ 1767, he waited on you at Paris : he hoped h¢
““ had executed your commission to your satis-
¢ faction : you denied that the articles had ever
“ been received. MHe asked what he must do:
“ and whether, if any accident had happened, it
must be his loss? Yon replied, that he must
call upon Mons. Sainte Foy: ,
¢ Mr. Wildman then desired vou to let him
“ have iny clothes, which I bad left with you at
“ Paris ;. because I should ot leave England so
“ soon as 1 lli:id before intended, and when 1 did
go abroad, should not take the route of Paris:
you éndeavoured to dissnade him from charg-
ing himself with the- clothes, becanse of the
“ oreat tigor of our custom-house; and when
¢ you could not deter him, yon pro;niééd he
“ shoald have them soon. Mr. Wildman went
¢ to Mons. Sainte Foy, was admitted, and told
¢ him the cause of his wvisit; Mous. Saiiite Foy
pretended that he could not yunderstand cither

“ his French or his English : \Ix’.ﬁVii(]xnan went
({4
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down stairs to call his '\;a]ct-de-pluce, who un-
“ derstood hoth languages well : .when he would
“ hive goue into the room again.to Mons.
‘ Sainte Foy, his valet-de-chambre.said«—¢ Sir,
4 my master is not at home. In vain Mr..
“ Wildmnan insisted, he had quitted his master
** but that mioute to call in his inlth’i)reter; the
VOL, 1. . P



210 LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE.  1771.

“ servant persi:f:ed that — ¢ his master was not
¢“’at home,” and Mr. Wildman could only procure
" a repetition of the same answer. Mr. Wild-
“man returned to Mr. Wilkes's house; . Mr.
¢ Wilkes was ¢ not at home.” He repeated his vi-
¢ sits—° Mr. Wilkes was not at home.” . At length
“ he was informed that Mr. Wilkes was gone to
* his house in the country : Mr. Wildman went

% thither after you; and you promised to come

“ to Paris the next day and settle all matters,
« Mr. Wildman veturned to, Paris with a Mons.
“ Goy, a name well known in England and in
“ France, and a constant companion of Mr.
*“ Wilkes, Mons. Goy told Mr. Wildman, ¢ he
*“ might as well save himself the trouble of his
“ Visits, he would get neither money nor clothes;

“ for that Mr. Wilkes was exceedingly distressed,

“¢and had been forced lately to pawn the
<¢‘clothes.” The next day a note was left at Mr.
“ Wildman's hotel with Mr. Wilkes’s: name.
~ ¢ Mr. Wildman, immediately on the receipt of
“ if, at noon, went to Mr. Wilkes's lodgings. The
“ servants said, Mr. Wilkes was in the country.
« Mr, Wildman then weut to Messrs, Foley
« and Paunchand, the bankers, and not finding
¢ any mouey left there for him, as you had by
¢ Jerter promised him there should be, be per-

b

#« ceived thay Mr. Goy had told him truth, and .
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< that he was tricked and langhed at, and there-
*“ fore instantly quitted Paris.—Such was the
. return which you, his ¢ affectionate friend,
“ made to my brother, your hospitable friend,
“ for ¢ obligations which made it impossible for,
“ you to express the feelings of your gratitude;’
“and for ¢favours re(eu'e,d under his roof, of
« which you promised  an eternal remembrance.’
- ¢« Mr. Wildinan has since made the proper in-
< quiries, and finds that the goods he was commis-
¢ sioned by you to procure were duly delivered.
¢ For my own part I never made the least inquiry
“ after my ‘clothes, but have reccived a letter
¢ within the last three months from Mr. Pan-
¢ chaud, mformmg me that tliey have long been
* in his possession.
“ Though the extreme meanness of thus filch-
* ing what you might have’ reccived freely as a
« gift, inspired me with infinite contemnpt for the -
“ very name of Mr. Wilkes, yet compassion for"
« the wretchedness of your situation took away
“ from me all kipd of resentment; avd though 1
* was determined never to be connected with the
“ m'm, I was read) to lay down my hfe in the
¢ canse. o .
< ] have mentioned these circumstances not
¢ as any charges against. you, thougli no doubt
“ they will operate as such; but mercly to prove
P2 :
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« by facts what was from the beginning the na-

“ ture of my intercourse with you, and what’
.« must have been my motives at the time of its-
¢ comnmencement. o
- « Joun HorNE.”

.

~«TO THE REV. MR. HORNE.

. ¢¢ Prince’s Court, Saturday, May 18.
“ SIR, - : '
«“ YOUR fiist letter, of May 14, told me that
“ you “blamed my public conduct} and would
“ not open any account with me on the score of
‘ private character,” A third letter is. this day
““ addressed to me. Not a word hitherto ¢ of
“ mypublic conduct,’ but many false and ma-
“ lignant attacks about Mr. Wildman, your bro-
¢ ther-in-law, and your old clothes. 'The public
“ will impute the impertinence of such a dispute
“ to its author, .and pardon my calling their at-
“ tention for a few monients to scenes of so tri- '
“ fling a nature, because it is in justification of
‘ an innocent man. o '
“ When you left Paris in May, 1767, you de-
“ sired me to take care of ‘your old clothes, for
¢ you meant to return in a few months, and they "’
"+ could be of no nse to you in England. The _
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“ morning of your departure you sent me a letter
¥ concerning them, which I returned to you at
"¢ the King’s Bench ; and at the bottom of it the
“ following memorandum in .my own hann-
“ writing: ¢ Nov. 21, 1767, sent to Mr. Pan-
¢ chaud’s in the Rue St. Sauveur.” I left Paris
¢ Nov. 22,1767, and therefore thought it proper,
“ the day before, to send your clothes where I
“ was sure they would be perfectly safe, to Mr.
“ Panchand’s, the great English banker’s. They
“ remained in my house, Rue de Saints Peres,
“ only from May till the November following,
“ nor was any demand or request madé to me
< about them by Mr. Wildman, or any one else.
¢ The story of Mous. Goy is, I am persnaded, an
<« absolute falshood. You areé forced te own, ‘1
“ have received a letter within the last thyee
“ months from Mr. Panchaud, informing me.
“ that they (the clothes) have long been in his -
« possession.” Examine the banker's books:
¢ you will find the date is Nov. 21,1767. You
¢ say, ‘for my own part I never made the least
“ inquiry after my clothes’ 1 suppose for the
¢ plainest reason in the world : you knew where
« they were, and that they conld be no part of
¢ a clergyman’s dress in England, but that you
“ were sure of so, rich a wardrobe on your, next
¢ tour to France or Italy, as Paris would pro-
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“ bably he your route. This is all I know of the
“ vestimenta pretiosa of Eutrapelus. 1hope, sir,
~¢¢ the putting them on will not have the same
< effect on you as formerly on him—

« Cum pulcris tunicis sumet nova consilia et spes s«
Dormiet in lucem ; scorto postponet honeatum
Officiun ; nummos alienos pasces,

¢ Your charge about your brothes-in-law, Mr,
. ¢ Wildman, is equally unjnst.  'When I was in
“ England, in October, 1766, 1 lodged at Mr.
“ Wildman's house, in Argyle Buildings, on his
“own most pressing invitation. I had long
« known him, and for several years belonged
“ to a club, which met once a weck at the Bed-
“ ford Head. Mr. Wildman desired to bé con-
* < sidered, at this time, as the warm partisan of
. Mr. Wilkes. He begged that he might be
“¢ useful as far as he conld to me and my friends.
T asked him to buy a little Welch horse for
“ a lady in France, to whom I was desirous 'of
“ paying a compliment. " I fixed the. price, and
“ insisted on paying him at that very time,
«« which I did. . About a year afterwards Mur.
“ Wildman fulfilled iny comnission, purchased
« me a Welch poney, and sent it to Calais. This
“ was the single transaction of my own with
<« your brother-in-law at that time. I gave hiin |
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“ two or three trifling commissions from Mons.
“ Sainte Foy for arrack, &c., which were to be
¢ forwarded to Paris." I believe they were sent,
* but they never passed through my hands; nor
“do I know whether Mr. Wildman has yet
¢ heen paid f(_)r those trifles, the whole of which
¢ amounted ornly, as he told me, to about thirty
“ pounds.
“ Your endeavours to create a coolness be-
“ tween Mr. Cotes and me are clearly seen
; a
¢ through, aund will prove ineffectual. You
“ made the same attempt on the late Mr. Sterne
< and me with the same success. ,
« In your second letter you say, ‘ The nature
<« of our intercourse, for it cannot be called a-con-
“ qevion; and afterwards, ©in wmy return from
« Italy to England, in the year 1767, I saw rea-
“.sons sufficient never more to trust you with a
“ single line 7 .and in your third letter you pre-
“ tend that you had, _even in 1767, ¢ infinite
.66 contempt for the very name of Mr. Wilkes.’
« However, on the 17th of last May, you wrote
¢ e anotber letter on my going to Fulham, while
“ my house here was repairing, ta recommend
¢ six tradesmen to me, to tell me how most sin-
« cerely you were mine, &c. You add, ¢ I could
“not forbear showing my friendship to you by
¢ letting yon know vour friends, ,You will

-
-

.o~
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# find, sir, that it requires more memory, as well
¢ as wit, than falls to one man’s share, to support
* a long chaiu of falshoods. You are lost and
“ bewildered in the intricacies of error. The
<« path of truth you would find more easy and
< honourable. , ~

“ You assert, ¢ I found that all the private let-
“ ters of your friends were regularly pasted in a
“ a book, and read overindiscriminately, not
“ only to your friends and acquamtance, but to
“ every visitor.! T glory, sir, in having four
¢ largc volumes of manuscmpt letters, many of
¢ them written by the first men of this age. I

¢ esteer. them my. most valuable possession. -

¢ Why is the pleasme of an elegant and instrac-
“ tive eplstle to perish with the hour it.is re-
“ ceived? To the care and attention of Cicero’s
“ friends in preserving that great Roman’s lct-
“ters we owe the Dbest history of Rome for a
“ most interesting period. of about forty years.
« You mistalke when you talk of all the private
s letters of your friends. My carc has extended
« only to letters of par ticular friends on particus
< lar occasions, or to letters of business, taste, or
. «¢ literature. The originals of such I have pre-
¢« served ; never any copies of my own letters,
<« unless when I wrote to a secretary of state, to
«a Talbot, 2 Martin, or a Horne. When you
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¢ add, °that they aré read over indiscriminately,
*“ not only to your friends and acquaintance,’
“.bat to every visitor,” you knowingly advance a.
f¢ falshood. So much of your time has passed
¢ with e, that you are sensible very few of my
. ¢ friends have eyer heard of the volumes I men-
¢ tioned. ‘The preservation of a letter is surely
¢ compliment ig - the writer. But although I
‘¢ approve the preservation; in general, I highly
“ disapprove the‘pubhcanon of any private letters.
« However, there are cases which justly call
« them forth to light. . Mr. Onslow’s first letter
““ was, after great importunity from you, printed-
. “ by me, to justify what you had said at Epsom.
“ The sccond you printed, without my consent,

¢ from a copy I suffered you to take.
¢« I am, sir, - ' E

¢ Your humble servant,

“ JonN WILKES."

"

« TO MR. JOHN WILKES.

(LETTER 1V.)

L

¢ SIR,

“ DURING the cnty election many worthy
“ merchants having generously come forward to
“ your assistance, and some of them being men
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“ of the most rigid morality, you thought it
“ proper to adopt the language of a penitent:

"¢ to the one you talked of “Saul transformed

“into St.Paul;’ to another you were more
¢ poetical, and ‘told him, that ©hitherto your
¢ life must be considered as only bearing the

¢ blossoms, and that the public might now ex-

“ pect from you the fruits? and you talked of

“ the follies of your youth, as if you had not

“ been at that time between forty and fifty, and

“as if folly was all that counld be alledged

¢ against you. I believe you did not impose

““upon many; the greater part despised the

“ hypocrite, who before abhorred the rogue:

“ hut, however some might be deceived, your

- ¢ conduct did not suffer me, even for a few days,

“ to suppose you a changeling.

¢ On Tuesduy morning, March 22, 1768, I
“ paid you the first visit in London.  On Ped-

“ nesday T inserted two advertisements levelled

“ at the old merabers for Middlesex: for one of
¢ which the imprudent hastiness of sir J. Gib-

“ bons made that gentleman afterwards publish
“ my name, - On Thursday, you set out with me

‘““ to canvass the western part' of the cownty.

¢ Returning in the evening to Brentford, 1 found

« there Mr, L n, whose name I did not

“ then know: he had been appointed by your
. .
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¢ committee of the city to secure some houses
“ atBrentford for the dayof the election: hecould
*“ get none, because he was totally unknown: he
“ applied to me, and appoiilted me to meet him,
 on Saturday cvening, at the King’s Arms,
“ where the committee would settle every thing
“ with me relative to the houses.
“On Friday, 1 procured  two inns for the
¢ purpose; .and .engaged wyself to them to pay
* the expenses which should be incur red; and
¢ this . was necessary, because, if you had lost
* your election, the people could easily. foresee
“ you would again have fled the countly, and
¢¢ they would lmve lost their money.
“ On Saturday, ih the evening, I waited on
¢ the committee: Mr. T—mn was absent: I.
“ told them my business, and desired only that
¢ the risk of the uncertain cxpenses at Brentford,
“‘on the day of election, might be understood
** to be equal between us, because I was not sufli-
“ cient to bear the whole, and such a loss might
“ undo me. They were perfect strangers tome;
¢ the committee was distracted with variety of
“ business; all was confusion; and theytreatedme
¢ verycavalierly,as they wonld havedone asharper
* who was come to impose upon them by false pre-
¢ tences: the chairman, Mr.J.J , a gentle-
- man of character and a man of business, and
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f¢ not having (as he has since informed me) been
¢ acquainted with the circumstances, and know-
*¢ ing that Mr. T—-—n.bad been appointed tolook
< after the houses, very properly, though abraptly;,
“ bade mequit the room; saying, ‘Since housesare
“ procured, that is sufficient for us, and we have”
“ nothing to do with you or your engagements.’
“1 quitted the room; first tel‘ling them, that
“ they were mistaken in supposing they had the
“houses safe, and therefore might leave me .
¢ bear the burthen; that I was not quite so
¢ foolish as they scemed to. imagine; if they
“ would not make it a joint risk, I was still able
“to save myself; for. that I very well knew sir
¢« William Beauchamp Proctor and Mr. Coocke
“wauld” be very glad - to take the ‘houses
“ off my. hands, and to acknowledge the obli-
# gation. .
 You had hitherto sat silent; but being
¢ alarmed at my last words; which I threw out’
¢ to alarm them, and to make them join with
““ me in the risk, you followed me, and led me,
¢ together with Ml. ———, into another room;
“ you caught me by the hands, and supphcated
¢ me most earnestly not to be oﬂcnded at such
«“ ‘CIe.ltures as your committee;; you swore 1
« should run no hazard; that you had more
T t]]an money cnough at your banker’ 8, and
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“ would that moment give me a draft for fifteen
“ hundred pounds.

1 replied, “Sir, 1 was not at all offended
¢ before, but I am now: I see you think nte 2
 dupe; because it is Saturday evening, and
“ your election comes on Monday morning, you
“ offer me a draft on your banker for fifteen
“ hundred pounds, when I know you have not
“ fifteen pence in the world. It is you that treat
“ me ill, not they I'am not duped, sir; and
¢ 1 desire I may at least have the honour of
 doing what I do with my eyes open... Go back
“ and look after. them; give yourself no concern
“ about me: I shall act in the same manuer as
¢ if they had engaged with me. The die is
- cast: if ' had not thought that all' was at.
“ stake, on the success of your election, I should
““ not bave come forward at all; and, having

¢ once begun it, nothing shall stop me.’

¢ The success of the election is known: the
“ gentlemen afterwards excused themsclves to
"¢ me for a behaviour for which their good in- *
‘ tention entircly justified them; and the com-’
 mittee paid the expenses. .

¢ Jou\ Hogrxg.”
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« TO THE REV. MR. HORNE.
« Prifee’s Court, Wedncsduy, Ilfay 22.
€ SIR,

“1 AM persuaded there are very few parti-

“ culars in your jfourth letter which the public
*¢ wish that I should answer. You say, that on
“ the Satnrday before the first Middlesex election,
“¢you led me, together with Mr. ———, into
¢ another room; you caught 1¢ by the hands,
 and supplicated me most earnestly not to be
«¢ offended at such “creatures” as your committee;
~¢¢ you swore I should run no hazard; that you
¢ had more than money enough at your banker’s
“ and would that moment give me'a draft for’
S fifteen hundred pozmds .I had been only a
« few wecks in England, and most certainly
“ had at that time no banker. If I had made
¢ such a speech to you, who knew the distress
« of my private affairs, instead of supporting
-« me as candidate for the county of Middlesex,
« you ought to have applied to my fricnds fot a
"¢ commission of lunacy against me. That
« single proof would have been sufficient. - Will
¢ you please, sir, to tell me the banker’s name,
« and“the name of Mr. ———; of which you
<« do not even give the initials? I assert, that the
“ whole of this tale is an absolute falshood.
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“ When you mention the city election, you

“ assert, ¢ You talked of the follies of your youth,
“ as if" you had not been at that time Dbetween
“forty and fifty, and ‘as”if folly was all that
“could be. alledged against you.. Whatever
“ could be alledged against me would probably
“ come from others, rather than from myself.
“ I am sure this could only pass in a private
‘“ conversation. I was not guilty of that ghsur-
. dity to the respcctable body of the livery.
“You cannot produce ‘any expression, in my .
¢ various addresses to them, which has such a

*“ tendency. As'to my age at that time, you
“ have given the truth. I wish you hadin every
¢ other part of your letters. The city election
“ was in March 1768; I was forfy the October
“ preceding. Mr. Horue has, therefor e, in Jour
“ long letters, advanced one truth, that, at the
“ city election, in March, 1768, Mr. John Wilkes
““ was between forty apd fifty. If any man
“ doubts the fact, because Mr. Horne bas as-
« serted it, he may have full exidence, although
“ its validity would be controverted by the mi-
“ nister'of New Brentford, as Bible evidence
“ from a large family book, or the Bible oath of
“ a midwife, a nurse, and half a-dozen gossips. |

. “ 1 am, sir, your humble servant,
“ JonNn WiLKES.”
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« TO MR. JOHN- WILKES.
(LETTER V.) .

Al sui

« THOUGH I-do not intend that yon shalf
¢ artfally draw ine off fir om my course of a regu-
 Jar explanation, yet I think it proper to take
‘ some notice of the ‘two letters you have given
« by way of reply. .

s And, first, I must observe what you havé
« not done in your Tetters. You have pot even
« preténded any reason for my dissatisfaction with
“ your conduct. You have not dJeniced that our
 acquaintance began in the manner and at the
“time I have mentioned. You acknowledge
. -% that you received iy letter from Montpehen 3
- and yct you have not deniced that you disowned
“ to me the receipt of it. You have not denied

¢ the showing about this letter with an intention
“ to intimidate and injure me; but as Cuesar’s

*“ and De Retz’s examples are to justify your dis-
¢ honest debts, so Cicerq’s letters, it scems, are
“ to justify your treachery. You have admitted,
¢ that I had no communication with you from .
¢ May, 1767, till March, 1768, and that my
« first visit to youin London was when you had
“ evidently lost your city election and yet you
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“ have offered no reason why our acquaintance -

“ should be in this'manner broken off as soon as
““it was begun, and why, after that- interrup-
“ tion, it should be resumed again just at that

“ critical time.  You have not imputed to me

“ any. molives of action, either when I com-
* menced or when I quitted my-intercourse with
“ you, cither when I have approved or when I
“ have disapproved your condauct.
¢ Instead of ‘giving a consistent, probable ac+
“ count of any thing, let us now see what you
“ have done. )
 In your first letter you have declared me to
¢ he ¢ the least moral and the least conscientious
“ of men; that my life has'passed inr a constant
“and direct opposition to the purity and pre-
“ cepts of the gaspel; and that my creed, from
“ the first article to the last of it, is known to
“ he, non credo,” &e.—Such chaiges as these from
“ the moiuth of Mr. Wilkes '—But .1 should be
* ridiculous if I paid any regard to general
“ abuse : it is suflicient for me to answer, that,
“ were my character so bad as you say, it must
“ be very notorious indeed, and you would got be
“ forced to deal in generals, and, instead of my ac-
“ tions, to accuse the sceret thonghts of my heart,
¢ whichnoman canscrutinize ; because, since I was
s eight yeai‘s c_)ld, my whole life has passed be-
VOL. I. "3

U
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“ fore hundreds of witnesses, and you would
“ casily be able to collect all the particulurs of
“ my misbchavionr from my infancy. Westmin-
¢ ster—Eton— Cambridge — the Temple — my
“living at Brentford, which I have had up-
“ wards of ten years—travelling with the sons
“’of two gentlemen who live within a mile of my
“ house, whe applied to me, and to whom I had
‘ no rccommendation hut that notorious charac-
“ ter you speak of —all these are not situations
“ in'which a man’s very bad counduet is likely
“to be concealed. To general charges, such
¢ general answers only can be given.
“ From my letter you evidently borrowed the
““ thought and the quotation from Iorace which
“ yon have used in your letter of last T\Iondm ;
% but, unfortunatclv, you do not understund the
“ passage, an accident that lmppu)s very fre-
“ quently to plagiaries: you say, ¢ this is all
“ I know of the vestimenta pretiose of Eutra-
“ pelus. I hopc, sir, the putting them on will
“ not have the swneeflect on you as, formerly, on
“ him—If thew ‘have no more effect on me, han
*¢ Horace supiposes them to have had formerly Gu
« Eutrapelus, they wilk not do me much mis-
 chief i

« « Patrapelus, cuicunque noeere volebat
Pestinnia DavAT pretione,’
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“The fact is, sir, (as any school-boy can tell
* you,) that Eutrapelus did not wear the clothes
“ himself, as you suppose, but left them with a
 profligate at Paris; and the bad effects enu-
“ merated by Ilorace, in the following lines, re-
“late to the fellow who pawned them, and not
“ to Eutrapelns, who gave him the opportunity.

“ You have made another exéract from a let-
“ ter, you call it, which I sent to you at Ful-
“ham. I desite yon would give the whole of
* that letter, and the extract will, then, I be-
“ licve, have a'very different appeart{nce. It 1s
“ true, that nute to you at Fulham had escaped
“ my memory, but 1 now well recollect the oc-
“« casion of it. Mr. B , of Fulham, who
“ had heen exceedingly useful in your election,
““ came to solicit me, last May, that I would
“ write to you in behalf of some tradesmen
“ there, who had voted for you, or otherwise
“served you in your election. It was much
“ against my will to tell him my thoughts of his
“request ; and yet I could not be so unjust as to
 conceal my opinion, and do them an injury un-,
““ der the appearance of a favour. I asked him,
“ smiling, — for you know I cannot laugh —if
* he really thought such a recommendation of
“ them would be doing them a favour? He re-
' plied, thby would think it so. .

Q 2 .-
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* ¢« [ told bim, I would not pretend to answer
“ for their being paid; and that I should be
% sorry to make them such a return for their
‘ good public spirit, as to recommend them to
‘¢ a bad private debt. Hesaid, they wounld use
“ their prudence; which I hegged he would cau-
‘¢ tion them to do, that I might not hereafter be
“ reproached. On this occasion, I recollect, I
¢ did write you a short,note, of which I have,
“ likewise, a copy somewhere; and 1 remem-
¢ ber, too, the substance of it—I expressed to
* you ‘my surprise, that your credit was so
“ good, and that there were still to be found
“-any persons willing to trustyon. The line of
“ my note, which you have extracted, was in-
“ serted by me to lct yon understund that you
* were not conferring an obligation on me,
“ but that it was an act of friendship in me,
* towards you, to let you know your friends.
“ Sir, mysurprise to find any tradesmen willing
“ to trust you was the greater, Lecause 1 knew
« several of the franduleut pretences yom had
-4 ased since your enlargement Irom the King's
¢ Bench, to ubtain g"oods from tradesmen.
“ What you say coucerning Mr. Onslow’s let-
% gers .is not true; but it needs no refutation,
“ heing nothing to the present purpose, and
“ hearing evident marks of falshood on the
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“ face of it ; for who can be so gross as to believe,
¢ that —¢ It was printed without your consent
“ from a copy. you suffered me to take,” and this,
* too, after acknowledging that you printed the
“ first letter yourself? '

“ JouN Horng."

«TO THE REV. MR. HORNE.

¢ Prince’s Cow:t, Friday, May 24.

¢ SIR,

“IN the accuracy of quotation you have a
“ formidable rival in Mr. Lauchlin Macleane.
“You do not even publish your own letters
“ correctly. I oufrht not, then, to be so unrea-
« %onable as to expect you should print mine

‘ more faithfully. The third letter you have
“ quoted of mine to Mr. Wildman, has no -
“ date. Is there none in'the original ? T expect
“ yon to leave at Mr. Woodfall's every letter
“ of mine, which you have quoted, and all those
“you print in future. Your létters to me
* shall accompany this, and be' left for your

perusal at the printer's. The palm of ex-

¢ actness and fidelity you should yield to the

* alderman of Farringdon Without.

“ As to your old clothes, 1have already said
“ that they continued in my house, the Rue des
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‘¢ Gaints Peres, from May 25, till Nov. 1767,
“and were then sent to the great English
¢« banker’s, Mr. Panchaud’s. Your assértion of
« the pawning them is an impudent falshood,
“and a rascally return for the care I took of
“ such trifles, at your desive, during the time
w1 stmd at Paris, and even on my leaving
« France. As to the vestimenta pretivse of Eu-
 trapelus, it ought, undoubtedly, to be his’
 acquaintance,’ not ¢ him.’ Whether the
« printer, or I, made the trifling mistake, I
¢ do not recollect, - The first idea was yours.
1 turned your own cannon against you. Your
< proof of my plagiarism of the Latin words is

“ pleasant.,, Yon pretend, I take from you
“ two lines and a half, not a word aof which

% you cited! I will only add, ahout the o/
“ cluthes, that, when you next wear red, I hope
it will he, 1 suit of scARLET and gold—cloth,
“ not of bluck died red with the blood-—-of your
¢ countrymen.

“The commxsaiong of Mons. Sainte Foy, re-
“ spect that gentleman, not me. Mr. Wildman
“ nevér made the claim of such a debt at the
¢ Bill of Rights. Itis not to be found in the
¢ list, nor was-any application made on that sub-
¢ ject by M. Reynolds, either at Bath or in
¢ London,
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“ You declare, ¢ I knew several of the fraudu-
“lent pretences you had used since your en-
“ largement from the King's Bench, to obtain
“ goods from tradesmen.’ I know Mr. Horne
“to be #he father of falshoods.” I call upon
“him to produce one single instance, and I
“ dare him to publish every thing he knows of
“ me of every kind.

“I shall now, sir, in answer to what has
‘ been reported, relative to me and Mr. Fitz-
“ herbert, give the following letter to M.
% Quslow :—

<« ¢ Rue de Saints Peres, Dec, 12, 17065,

¢ MY DEAR SIR,

¢« <] REGRET that I am obliged to send
“ this hy the post, but I do not hear of any
¢ friend’s going soon to England, and I think
“ that it becomes the fairness of all my pro-
¢ ceedings, with respect to the gentlemen, with
* whom I have been concerned, to state two or
* three facts to you, and immediately after I
“had taken my resolution. Mr. Fitzherbert
‘“ has offered me, in the name of some of the
¢ ministry, the annaal sum of one thousand
¢ pounds, to be paid out of the income of their
¢ respective places. I have rejected this propo-
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“sal as claundestine, elecmosynary, and preca-.
¢ rious. I demand, from the justice of iny friends,
¢ a full pardon, under the great seal, for having
¢ successfully served my country. I will wait
¢ here till the first day of the new year. - If I
¢ shonld not then have received it, 1 shall have
¢ the strongest proof that the presenthministry
¢ are neither the fiiends of Mr. Wilkes nor of
¢ justice, because the letter of Mr. Fitzherbert
‘tells me, “that there is perfect harmony
¢ among them, and the perfect coufidence and
¢ support of their master.”

. %< The frankness of my nature, and the open-
¢ ness of my conduct, oblige me to give you
¢ this notice. I ask not the grace of a pension,
‘ or of an 'employment. I ask justice, and from
< gentlemen who declare that 1 have heen “ex-
“ trewely useful, and ill-used,” and that « they
¢ are my friends.”

¢ ¢ beg the sincerest compliments of respect
¢ to the good old speaker, and to Mrs. Onslow.
<1 aw ever, dear sir,
« < Your most affectionate, and
' ¢ ¢ ghedient, humble servant,
« ¢ George Onslow, Esci.’ “ < JouN WILKES.

« I shall conclade with observing, that the
“ above letter was written in consequence of Mr.
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 Fitzherbert’s mistaken information to me, at a
“ time when the men* yow most Wate were in
¢ power, during the shortest, becanse the most
* virtuous of all the late adininistrations, to
“ Whom we owe the parliameutary resolutions
“ against general warrants and the scizure of
“ papers, the repeal of the late excise on cyder
“and perry, and of the American stamp-tax;
“ by which four glorious acts, the subjects, both
“ at home and in the colonies, have been re-
“ stored to their personal liberty, as well as their
“invaluable and unalienable rights and privi-
“ leges. Such a conduct secured to them the
“ confidence of the people, and of course the
“ hatred of our sovereign, with their own speedy
# dissolution. ‘
< T am, sir,
“ Your humble servant,
| “ Joun WiLKEs.”

* The Rockingham administration.

‘ Al
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¥ TO MR. JOHN WILKES.

(LETTER VI1.) -
¢ SIR, )

“ 1 HAVE been asked, by ‘some very Well—-
“ meaning men,

“ 1. WhetherI did not, in my first letter, say,
“ that I would open no account with you on the
‘ score of private character ?

“ 2.,And yet whether I have hitherto charged
¢ you with any thing but bad actions of a pri-
“ vate nature ? '

3. Whether your private character is worse
“ now than it was when I went such lengths in
“ your support? '

* 4, Whether I did not at that time know
your private character?

“5. How then coul(l I be a friend. to such a
 man? :

« 6. If I was your friend only for the sake of
¢ the public cause, whether the same reason does

¢ not remain ? )

“ 7. Whether your cause is not still the same?
s And,

“ 8. Why I will suffer any private pique or
 ¢uarrel between us to come before the public
“ and injure that cause ? '
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“ To which I answer,

““1. 2. I have hitherto confined myself, ac-
£¢ cording to the plan laid down in my first let-
“ tey, to show, from facts, what must have been
the motives of my conduct and the nature of
% the intercourse between us.  For that purpose

it was necessary for me to mention such parts
“of your ill Lehaviour as fell within my oww
“ Jnowledge and related to myself at the ting of |
“ its commencement ; that it might from thence
“ plainly appear to every one, that I could bave
“ no private attachwment to Mr. Wilkes, though
“ I was deterinined, to the utmost of iy poor
< abilitics, to assist kim and his cause as_far as
it was a public cause *, and mlght tend to '
« publxc benefit. Had it been my intention to
« attack your private character, (which I under-
“ stand to be on all sides given up,) 4 should
“ have pursued a very different method: the
“ transactions I have mentioned:are mere pec-
“ cadillos comnpared to the black catalogue which
¢ would then have appeared.

“ 3. Your private character is not worse now
s than it was when I went such.lengths in your
< support ; except that hy continuing your for-
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* « The declaration of the socicty of supporters of the Bill
« of Rights, when it was first formed.”
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mer bad practices in every respect, notwith-
stauding every reason, public and private, to
restrain you, ail hopes of your amendment are-
vanished ; for the ingenuity of man cannot
find out an additional motive of restraint.

“ 4. 5. 1 knew enough of your private cha-
racter at the time of the Middlesex election not
to enter into any private connexion with you ;
and to have no motives but what were public

¢ for the sacrifices I made and the hazards I
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ran. But I did not know your private cha-
racter as I have known it since. When I first
went abroad, early in the year1763, I knew
no more of you than what the papers told me,
that you, in conjunction with Churchill and
Lloyd, were one of the authors of the North
Briton. What I afterwards heard against you,
on mygeturn, in 1764, 1 imputed, for the greater
part, Lo the rage of party and the malice of
your encmies : I supposed you liberal in spe-
culation, and not a very rigid moralist in
action: I have not to this moment read the
Essay on Woman ; and, whatever it may con-
tain, I should have felt more indignation
against thosc who bribed the printer to betray
you, than against you who were betrayed; be-
cause it was a mean villainy, almost equal to
the treacherous publication of a private,
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“ friendly, confidential letter ; but a villainy of -
“ which you can now complain no more.
 Wilkes, with the edncation of a gentleman,
“ has exceeded in meanness and want of senti-
“ ment his servant Curry. In the year 1767, 1
 first knew some part of your private character,
““ and no sooner knew than avoided you. Since
“ that time, in the progress of my excessive in-
““ dustry to extricate you from your difliculties,
*“ I have, to my astonishment, found to he true,
“ not only all that has been alledgetl against you,
* but much more. However, were it possible
*to add to the measure of your private turpi-
‘¢ tude, it would not prevent me from acting over
“ again in the same manner I have done; and
 was there an election for Middlesex to-mor-
“ yow, (the right of the electors being left un-
“ vindicated,) or any other point of public con®
“ cern, the bencfit which you might reccive
“from my labour or my sufferings should not
* make me in the least relax the one or decline
¢ the other. ‘
* 6. 7. I was your friend only for the sake of
““ the public cause: that reason does, in cer-
“ tain matters, remain; as far as it remains, so
‘¢ far I am still 'your friend; and therefore I said,
«“in my first letter, ¢ the public should know
“ how far they ought, and how far they ought
* mot, to support you.’
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« Tobring topunishment the grent delinquents
who have corrupted the parliament and the
seats of justice; who have encouraged, par-
doned, and rewarded murder: to heal the
breaches made in the constitution, and, hy
salatary provisions, to prevent them for the
future: to replace, once more, not the admi-
nistration and cxecution, for which they are
very unfit, but the checks of government
really in the hands of the governed ;

« For these purposes, if it were possible to
snppose that the great ememy of mankind
could be rendered- instrumental to their hap-
piness, so far the devil himself should be sup-
ported by the people. For a human instra- -
ment they should go farther; he should not
only be supported, but thanked and rewarded,
for the good whicli perhaps he did not intend,
as an encouragement to others to follow his
example. But if the foul fiend, having gained

 their support, should endeavour to delude the

weaker part, and entice them to an idolatrous
worship of himself, by peleuddinz, them that
what he suggested was their vonce, and their
voice the voice of God: if he should attempt
to obstruct every thing that leads. to their se-
cyrity and happiness, and to promote everv }
wickedness that tends only to his own emolu-
ment: If when—the cause—the cause—rever-
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“ berates on their cars, he should divert them
“ from the original sound, and *direct them to-
“ wards the opposite unfaithful echo: if.confu-
* sion should be all his aim; and mischief his
“ sole enjoyment, would not he act ‘the part of
 a faithful monitor to the people, who should
“ save them from their snares, by reminding
“ them of the true object of their constitutionul
“ worship, expressed in those words of koly writ,
“ (for to me it is so,) Rex, lex loquens; lex, rex
“ mutus. This is—the cause—the cause.—'To
 make this union indissoluble is the only cause
I acknowledge. As far as the support of Mr.
¢« Wilkes tends to this point, I an as warm as
<« the warniest; b‘ut all the lines of your projects
« are drawn towards a different center—your-
« self; and if, with a good intention, I have been
“ diligent to gain you powers, which may be per-
“ verted to mischief, I am bound to-be doubly
diligent to pi'event their being so employed.

« 8. The diligence I have used for two years
“ past, and the success I haye had in defeating
all your shameful schemes, is the true cause
of the dissention between us. I have never
had any private pique or quirrel with you.
“ It was your policy, in paragraphs and anony-
mous IeZters,]:o pr}e’tend {t; hit )i))u cannot mei
“ tion any private cause of pique or quarrel.

"
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«“ To prévgnt the mischief of division to a po-
« pular opposition, those who suw both your
¢ had intentions and your actions were silent;
¢« and, whilst they defeated all your projects,”
¢ they were cautious to conceal your defects.
«-They studied so much the more to satisfy your
< voracious prodigality, and thought,. as I should
“ have done if a minister, that, if feeding it
 would keep jou from mischicf, a few thousands
 would be well employed by the public for that
¢« purpose. But I can never, mercly for the
« sake of strengthening opposition, join in those
« actions, which would prevent all the good
« effects to be hoped for from dpposition, and
“ for the sake of which alone any opposition to
“ government can be justifiable. Sucha prac-
“ tice would very well suit those who wish a
¢ change of ministers. For my part, I wish no
¢ such thing; bad asthe present are, I am afraid
¢ the next will not be better, tlxou'rh I amn sure
¢ they cannot be worse. I care not updcr whose
“ administration good comes.

‘« Bnt the people must owe it to ﬂumsdves, :
“ por ought they to receive the restoration of
< their rights as a favour from any sct of men,
¢ minister, or king. The moment they accept
“it as a grant, a fuvour, an act of grace, the
¢ people have not the prospect of a right left.
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“ They will from that time hecome like the mere
‘ possessors of an estate without a title, and of
¢ which they may be dxsposscssed at pleasure.
¥ If the people are not powérful enougil to make
¢ a bad administration, or a bad king, do them
“ justice, they will not often have a good one:
“ Would to God, the time were come, which
“I am afraid is very distant, beyond the period
of my life, when an honest man could not be
“in opposition! 1 declare I should réjoice to
“ find the patroiage of a ininister in the smallest
“ degree my honour and interest. I never have
‘ pretended to any more than to prefer the
“ former to the latter: But it is not upon me
“ alone that you have poured forth your abuse,
“ but upon every man of horour, who has de-
served well of the public; and if you were
penmtted to proceed, without interruption,
“ there would shortly not be found one honest
“ man who would not shadder to deservg well
¢ of the people.
“ The trac reason of our dissension being made
publnc, is, that you could not get on a step
*“ without it; and you trust that the popularity of
“ your name, and your diligence in paragraphing
* the papers, will outweigh with the people the
““ most essential services of others; and that you
“ shall get rid of all control, by taking away
VOL. L R
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« from those who mean well the confidence of
* the people. If yon can once get them af-
¢ fronted by the public, whom they have faith-
¢ fully served, you flatter yourself that dnsgust
¢ will make them retire from a scene where such
““a man as you are, covered with infamy like
* yours, has the disposal of honour and disgrace,
¢ and the characters of honest men at his mercy.

“ I mean to prove what 1 have said by facts;
“ and though it does notcomein the regularorder
¢« of time, which 1 meant to observe, nor with that
« strength, with which a number of preceding
“ transactions made it affect my mind, T will
“ now mention one, which, with two or three
¢ others, made you despair of using me in your
< plans, and made you hasten the rupture.

¢ Some time in last July, when I was upon a
“ visit to Mr. alderman Oliver, at Putney, you
¢ eame there, and persuaded wme to go with vou
“ to your house at Fulham, where' 1 had never
« before been, that we might the next morning
s« go together by witer to London. In the boat,
“ you began with me a conversation about the
“ city, as exactly as I can recollect, to the f3l-
 lowing effect: '

«“ 7. < I think T ought to consider something
<< about providing for my friends, and being.
« prepared with candidates for the city offices.
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“ Give me yonr opinion: who do you think
* should be town-clerk?’.
~ “ H. < Why, is sir James Hodges dead?’

7. < No; but he is not very young, nor in
“ very good health; and one ought to be pre-
“.pared against accidents. There should al-
“ ways be a candidate fixed upon ready.’

“ H. < Since you have asked my opinion
“ about it, I will give it you very freely: I think
“ directly the contrary. Consider your situa-
“ tion; your influence is not personal, -but dc-
“ pends entirely upon the propriety of your
*“ measures. Though you may ‘consider of the
 thing in your mind, you should never fix
« upon a candidate till the very time of election,
“ nor talk about it to any one. The man that
*“ might be most proper this ycar may be very
“ improper the next. It is your business, when
¢ the time comes, to consider who is the most
“ fit for the office, and has the best claim to the
‘¢ favour of the citizen; and if those circum-
 stances are nearly equal in different candidates,
*¢ then to adopt him who is most likely tosucceed:
“ by which means the party you espouse will
¢ generally be victorious; and you will have the
 credit of having carried mauy a candidate by
‘¢ your interest, when indeed he will be carried
“ by the merits of his own jretensions: and
“ should you at any time miscarry, your defeat

R 2
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¢« will do you no harm; for every one will ac-
¢ knowledge that your man ought to have suc-
« ceeded; and, by seeing you always espouse the,
most worthy, the public will in time have a
strong inducement to support your candidates,
and will reasonably conclude that he is probably
the most worthy whom you espouse: whereas,
by following a different course, though yon
may succeed ouce or twice, your very successes
will disgrace and ensure you a future defeat.’
«« B, « All this may do very well in theory,
but Reynolds has done so much, and is every
« day doing so much for me, that T think he
ought to be fixed upon as town-clerk.’

« H. <In my opinion you have fixed upon
* the last man in the city that should be thought
of for that office; and 1 may speak it the
more freely, hecause Reynolds has experienced
that I do uot want an inclination to serve
him. When he sent Mr. Tr——n to desire
“ me to ask Mr. Sawbridge to appoint him bhis
under-sherill; he knows thuat there was not a
minute betweenT'r
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w’sapplicationto meand
Mr.Sawbridge's granting my request: heknows,
too, the steps I have since taken to serve him
in that line. There is nothing improper in
# his being under-sheriff; becaunse that is a pri~
« pate favour granted by the skeriff, who serves
the office at a very great expense. But the
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* Jucrative city-offices are very different things:
“ they ought always to be disposed of to the old
S« citizens of long standing, not those who make
‘« themselves free for the purpose; to men of-re-
 spectable characters, who can plead services
‘“ to the city; or at least to those, wha, with
‘< equal merit, have not perhaps been so success-
ful as their neighbours, and are not so easy
in their fortunes as their fellow-citizens think
they deserve. Reynolds has not the least claim:
he is a freeman only of yesterday ; and you will
certainly forfeit the esteem and sapport of the
citizens, and narrow yourself to a very small
circle indeed, if they see you endeavouring to
“ confine all the emoluments of the city ta your
‘ attornies, agents, and particular adherents, to
“ the exclusion of those who have long borne the.
“ burden of the city, and whose right those
““ offices are. You ought, on the contrary, on
these. occasions, to assist worth and merit
wherever you find it, whether amongst wour
own party or out of it, or even amongst your
adversaries; aund, by so doing, your encmies
will be less jealous of yaur power and less bitter,

and the number of your friends will increase
“ as the approbation of your conduct increases.’
“ Mr. Wilkes seemed much chagrined, and
did not at all relish my argnments, bat turned
“ the conversation to other subjects. About
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« ten days afterwards, Mr. Reynolds came to me,
¢ and told me he desired my advice and assist-
¢ ance: that Mr.Wilkes had been talking to
“ him about being town-clerk.— 1 repeated to
¢ Mnr.Reynolds the arguments I had used to Mr.
¢ Wilkes, with many others particularly affect-
““ing Mr. Reynolds; and Mr. Reynolds told me
“ he was convinced, by what I had said, and
¢ should think no more of it. -

« On the first of August, 1 weunt to Guilford,
¢ on account of the tr ldl on my cause with Mr.
¢ Onslow. After the trial, about twenty of us
« dined together; and after dinner Mr. Heaton
¢ Wilkes took me out into another room, and
s solicited my influence, in his behalf, for the
“ chamberlainship. Relative to this sub;cct I
“ fully expressed my dissatisfaction by means
¢ of a written communication.

« Upon this business I had afterwards some
¢ very unpleasant conversation with Mr. Heaton
¢« Wilkes, and not much better with Mr. John
« Wilkes, who denied that he had ever approved
¢ the measure; but insisted uwpon it, that his
¢ brother had as good a right to be a candidate
¢ as any other person. Mur. Heaton Wilkes has
¢ continued his canvass, which he began many

< months before he was a freeman, down to this..
. time, and was made free of the city of London
¢ on the 27th of last September. ¢ J. Horng.”

»

-
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«TO MR. JOHUN WILKES.
(LETTER VII.)

“:*THE palm of fidelity and exactness, I
““ think you say, ¢ shall be yiclded to the alder-
“man of Farringdon Without.” Do yon mean
“ the fidelity you exemplify by publishing pri-
“ vate letters?® or .the exactness with which
“you discharge your obligations? Is there
“ either fidelity or ervactness in what you say
“a few lines afterwards? ¢ As to the wvesti-
““ menta pretiosa of Eutrapelus, it oufrht un-
-¢¢ loubtedly to be—his acquamtance—-uot——lum
« a~Whether the printer or I made the trifling

mxstake, I do not recollect” Not recollect a

‘ circumstance of this kind at the distance of
“ two days ? you are very exact, truly! The mis-

“ take itself is but a ¢riflirg one, ‘and such as
“ you have always been very. apt to make, only
¢ a difference of meum and fwwum; and whether

‘ the bad character, given by Horace, relates to
“ you or to me. )

“ And here, sir, I will take the 'libcrty to give
* you some advice, which may be nseful to yon;

‘“ and, to recommend it, I will convey it in the

“ form most pleasnw to you—a qnot'ltnon.-—p



248 LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 17%1,

¢ Kominem ingeniosum Marcum Antonium aiunt
“ solitum esse dicere, idoirco se nullam unquam
“ orationcm sCRIPSISSE; ut si quid aliquando
“ non opus esset-ab se esse dictum, posse se net
« gare dixisse.

“ I perceive you do not choose toconfess having
“ received the pension from some. part of the
¢ Rockingham administration ; but instead of it,
¢ give us a letter to Mr. Onslow on the 12th of
“ December, 1765.. The word precarious, in
‘ that letter, is a very ugly reason for a patript
“ to give against accepting a pension, which was
“ offered to him in order to keep him quiet '
“ abroad : but what shall we say if he afterwards
“ received the mouey? I ExpEcT yon to give a
“ clear, uneguivocal answer on the subject; re-
‘ membering always the above quotation. Why
““ do you say nothing of the other extract from
“ my letter about thee expectations you bhad
 formed of being sent ambassador to Constan-
“ tinople, a short time before your letter ggainst
“ the duke of Grafton was published ?

“ The extracts yon have meanly made from
““ my létter, had not the least relation to any
¢ thing in discussion ; you gave them merely to
‘“ injure me in- my profession : it was needless.
« 1 gave np all hopes of preferment from the
** moment I first cmbarked in the public cause.
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# 1 did then determine to be as prudent as I
“ could; but, if it was necessary, to sacrifice all
“ that I could call my own: I continue in the
4 same resolution ; and when I shall have spent
“ the last farthing, I will retire and earn my
# bread before I eat it: and, carrying with me my
“ own approbation, I shall not Llush when my.
* elbow comes through my coat ; nay, should [
 even be reduced to the state of our first pa-
““ rents, I should, like them, be naled without
£ being ashamed.
‘ “ Jonx HornEg.”

« TO THE REV. MR. HORNE.

¢ Prince’s Court, Tuesduy, May 23.

“ SIR, , .
« I THANK you for the entertainment of
“ your sixth letter. The idea of an unfaithful
* echo, although not quite new and original, is
¢ perfectly amusing ; but, like Bayes, you love
“ to elevate and surprise. I wish you would
“ give the list of echoes of this kind, which you
“ have heard in your travels through France and
“ Italy. 1 have read of only one such i} a
~“ neighbouring kingdom. If you ask, how do
“ you do ? it answers, pretty well I thank you.
“ The sound of your unfaithful echo can only be
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« paralleled by Jack Home’s silence with a
« stilly sound, in the tragedy of Douglas :

« «The torrent, rusking o’er its pebbly banks,
Infuses silence with a stilly sound.’

¢ I have heard of the dabbling, the mimic, the
< shrill echo. ~ The discovery of an wunfaithful
 echo was reserved for Mr. Horne. Really, sir,
“ I should have thought, notwithstanding all
“ your rage, you might have suffered an echo to
“ be faithful. 1 did not expect novelt; J, or va-
“ piety, much less infidelity, from an ecflo.

¢ Every thing you have advanced relative to
¢ the town-clerkship and Mr. Reynolds, you ell
« know to be wholly a lying imposture of your

‘own. Inever had a moment’s conversation
“ with you on the subject, nor have I'at any
“ time in my life mentioned to Mr. Reynolds his_
“ being town-clerk.. I declare the whole of this
“ accusation against me is one entire falshood.
¢ No courtier seems to me to enjoy the luxury
“ of lying equal to the minister of New Brent-'
“ ford.

‘“ As to the chamberlainship, you, and many
“ others, have warmly and frequently pressed
“ me to offer my services in case of a vacancy.
« My answer has rcgularly been, ¢ I never will
“ accept it. I know it, indeed, to be the most
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* lucrative office in the gift of the city, hut T can
“ be more useful in my present station. I amn
*“ not avaricions. My wishes are now few, and
@ easily gratified” All my friends kuow this
‘ has been my constant answer Early in the
“last summer my brother started to me the
“ idea of his offering his services for the cham-
* berlainship on the first vacancy, and said, that
““ he hoped he sheuld succeed both from his near
“ relationship to me, and the interest of his
“ private friends.” I endeavoured to dissuade
“ him from the project, which I theught would
“ be hurtful to himself as well as to me.

“ Your shuffling answer will not impose. I
“ again insist, that the original of cvery letter
-““ you have quoted, or shall quote, be left at
“ Mr. Woodfall's, in his custody, for my pern-
““sal. As to your brother-in-law, Mr. Wild-
““man, let him deliver his account on oath. 1
* will follow him into Westmiuster Hall.

“ When you mention the injuring you in your
 profession, recollect the unfair and unpro-
voked treatment of Mr. Adair in his profes-
sion. e surely has his profession at heart as
much as'the Rev. Mr. Horne. The injury of
which you complain, is received from yoursclf,
from a letter of your own, of which you kept
“‘a copy, published in consequence of the
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« tr eachery of your own conduct. Scorpion-
¢ like, you have stung yourself to death.
“ I am, sir,
“ Your humble servant,
“ JouN WILKEs.”

“ TO MR.JOHN WILKES.
(LETIER VIIL)

“ MR. COTES and Mr. Reynolds seem to
¢ declare wupon their honour with as little °
“scruple as Jews swear on the New Testa-
“ment* Alas! the policies will enrich the
“ one no more than the town-clerkship the other.
“ And Mr. Wilkes, whose ¢ heart is at'present
“ too_full to say one word except his feelings of
“ gratitude, will some time hence say to them,
“ as he does now to Mr. Wildman—¢ Deliver in
“ your account on oath: I will follow you into
“ Westminster Hall.'—Mr. Wildman, sir, will
“ find you there, A

“ You say (as you did befme) that you did
“ not approve your brother’s attempt ; although,
“ not approving it, he shall have your vote.

# This is in allusion to two letters by these gentlemen,
which it was deemed unnecessary to reprint.
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“ You suid so, it is true’; but I did not believe
“ the truth of what you said. Your brother

“ used the argunment of your approbation very
“'stlong]y to me as well as to others. I know
“ that, like you, he has since chosen to deny it.
“ Unfortanately for you both, sir, he has made a
* written application. He applied to me on the
¢ first of August. On the fourth, I wrote him
“an answer. On the siztk, he wrote to M.
“ Bellas, addressed to him at Farnham, in Sar-
“ rey, testifying his brother’s assent.

“ Now, sir, what subterfuge? Did you ap-
 prove, or did you not ¢ If you did not ap-
¢ prove, what credit can for the fature he given
¢ to your brother? And whose testimony will
“ you employ to prove that you were not to
“ have a share in the office? You are very dis-
“ creet when you refuse to ¢ accept any place in
“the city’ The disposal of all would be
“ much more lucrative to you than the posses-
“ sion of ome; and if, instead of a share, your
“ candidates were all able, like Mr. Reynolds, to
“ advance the price of the oﬂice,-yonr gain would
“ be less precarious.

“ Will you content yourself,. as you have
* hitherto done, to deny all, and leave it on your
“ own bate authority? I helieve you will; for I
“ know that you caunot defend yourself a mo-

-
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 ment, without being driven to an impudeént,
« manifest contradiction of the most consistent
 circamstances; the best attested truths; the
¢ most notorious facts; and the clear testimcay;
« of some of the most respectable public men in
¢ the world; I mean Mr. Oliver, Mr. Towns-
“ end, Mr. Sawbridge, Mr. Glynn, sir Robert
“ Bernard, Mr. Bellas, Mr. Lovell, &c. &c.
“ These, with a great number of other gentle-
“ men of considerable character in privéte sta-
« tions, have been witnesses to the whole of my
.« conduct; to them I shall be forced frequently
“ to appeal, and, with the most perfect confi-
« dence, I trust my character to their affirma-
“ tions; against the declarations, upon honour,
« of such men as Mr. Reynolds and Mr. Hum-

 phry Cotes. 4
¢ Joun HorNg.”

«TO MR. JOHN WILKES.

(LETTER IX.)

« 1T is easy to perceive, by your letters, that.
* you are of opinion with.the countryman, who,
<« being asked what he was sowing, replied, 1
“ am sowing fools.—~Why don’t you rather sow
* wise men >—Because they don’t grow here,.—
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“ I believe, sir, you may perhaps for one season
“ more have a pretty plentiful crop; but, depend
¢ uponit, there are speedily coming upon youlong
"¢ years of famine. For my own part, I have not
“ the least desire to convince those who are not
“ convinced by your own letters, especially by
‘¢ that letter, which your brother has signed, in
“ last Friday’s paper.
»<< It consists of accusations against me, and
“ recommendations of Mr. Heat_on Wilkes.
« The accusations’ are,
1. That I have drawn out Heaton Wilkes's
¢ name unfairly.
¢ 2. That I bave wantonly brought fidse and
< malicious charges against him, to prejudice
¢ him in a_fair and konourable pursuit.
« 3, That I amn intimate (in italics) with Mr.
* Townsend. : _
“ 4. That I have changed my opinion.
5. That I have acted a part of which Mr.
 Heaton Wilkes would be ashamed. :
© ¢ 6. That I have uttered a shamefil fulshood
¢ in' declaring, that he canvassed some months
.“ before he was ‘a freeman, and bas continued
¢ it to this time. .
« 7. That I have made lying aCCllS(lflOI?S.
« 1, It cannot be wnfair for me, when driven
“ toit, to tcll the cause of all the abuse which youw
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¢t have poured upon me and others. I could
¢ not join with you in any impositions upon
“ the public— (your attempt upon the chamber-
« lainship was of that number:) if I could r.t,
« silently prevent, it was my duty to oppose
“them: my repeated and obstinate refusals
“ raised your resentment and apprehensions: -
“ what I would not assxst you feared I should
“ obstruct: your revenge and policy, therefore,
“ urged you to an attack; and, had I been'in g
¢ sitnation like Mr. Garrick’s, at the mercy.of
« a momentary delusion -of the public, I might,
¢ perhaps, like him *, have yielded to your unrea-
¢ sonable displeasure, though I think, that, with *
“ half his merit, I should have had twice his
“ courage. But mine is & very different situa-
“ tion: I have no more to expect from the
¢ public than from any minister present or

% Whilst Mr. Wiikes was in the King’s Bench, he sent a
threatening message to Mr. Garrick to forbid his playing the
part of Hastings in the tragedy of Jane Shore; on account of
some lines in that play which Mr, Wilkes thought applicable
to his own situation. Mr. Garrick complaingd exceedingly
of the cruelty of such an interdict, and wished to be per-
mitted to, proceed in his endeavours to please the public in the
common course of his profession. 'The patriot was inex~
orable; and Mr. (nrnck has not appe'\red in that character
since.. The lord-chainberlain’s coutrol, by act of parlia-
ment, over the pleasures of the public, is excreised only over
new plays. ' '
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“ future; and if I should ever solicit either, ‘I
“ do now bespeak their refusal: ministerial and
¥ court favour I know I can uever have, and
¢ for public favour I will never be a candidate:
¥ choose to tell then, that, as far as it affects my-
¢ self, Ilaugh at the displeasure of both. Though
“ I knew not the person of any one man in op-
“ position, I quitted all my fricnds and con-
* nexions, when I joined the public cause; and,
“ with my eyes.open, exchanged ease and fair
fume for labour and reproach: however, Iwas
“ always determined not to be engaged, by party,
“in any thing my mind did not approve; and,
“if I could not do good, to retire as I came—
¢ ¢ glone, but not dishonoured. A

2. They who are not satisfied, with the
 proofs I have given, that the charges con-
“ cerning the chamberlainship are true, and who
think the joint attempt of John and Heaton
“ Wilkes upon that office to be a fair and ho-
“ nourable pursuit, are welcome t'o.believe‘me
wantonly false and malicious. '
3. ¢ I have regson to be well persuaded, that
no part of Mr.Townsend's conduct will ever
““ set my principle at variance with my private
“ friendship.’ I-am justly proud of that infi-
macy which yon would make my reproach;
““ and, for his suke, will be the more careful of
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s my actions, that he may never be reproached
* for me..

¢ 4. I'have not changed my opinion of you,
¢ since I knew you at all, except in degree: *n
« that, I think, I am excusable: my small expe-
“ rience of mankind, and my reading even the
‘ exaggerated bad characters of plays and ro-
“ mances, had never furnished me with any ex-
“ ample of a character so hideous. as yours:
« should I ever find a second John Wilkes, my
¢ whole system of philosophy would be altered.

¢« 5. Of what will Mr. Heaton Wilkes hence-
¢ forward be ashamed?— In his letter to Mnr.
“ Bellas, inserted in last Thursday's paper, he

“ says, ¢ My brother has kindly assured me he

“ should approvVE of my offering my sorvices to
“ the city” In his letter of Friday, (the very
““ next day after the appearance of the first,) he
 says, ¢ The only reasen why my brother prsar-
“ pROVES of my intention, &c.—In his letter to
“ Mr. Bellas, he says, ¢My brother kindly
« assured me he would do e all the servu'e in
 his power.

“ 6. To prove the shameful falshood of my
¢ declaration, that Heaton Wilkes canvassed
“ some months before he was a frceman, and
“ has contihued it to this time, wlmt does he

“ say>—¢ 1 declare, on my honour, (a third ho-
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 nourable man,) 1 have not, to this hour, asked
 any one liveryman for his vote.'—* I applied to
** Mr. Horne and Mr. Bellas for their assistance..
“ ——I added, 1 shall be much obliged to you,
“ (Mr Horne,) if you will speak to Mr Towns-

“ end.—AFTER I mentioned it to my brother, I
“ told 1y intentions to many of my friends: I
* met with a general approbation; (this, too, I
“ suppose, on his honour;) I can claim many
“ unasked promises.’— Unashed ! In the name
“ of —(what shall 1 say? By what can the
“ Wilkeses be conjured ?)~In the name of your
“ interest, tell us, of what kind were the appli-
‘¢ cations your brother inadé? and what is to be
“ anderstood by the concluding lines of his
“ public address to the livery of London, who
“<lie under those very great obligations to
““ you?’ What is the meaning of these words—
¢ Give me leave to declare, with all dne re-
‘“ spect, that, whenever a vacancy shall happen,
““ 1 shall take the earliest opportunity of offering |
“my services,’—How can a canvass, before o
“ vacancy, be declared more publicly?

.“To the seventh charge I make no further

rcply ' ‘

¢ In your brother’s address to the livery, I can
“.ﬁnd but two articles of recommendation on
“ which to ground his pretensions:

s 2
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< 1, His near relationship to John Wilkes,
“ ESQUIRE, as he terins his brother; and,

« 2, That the chamberlamslnp will enable
¢ him to assist the said John Wilkes, Ese.mru:,
¢ more liberally.

% This near relation to John Wilkes, EsQUIRE,
¢ (who is now desirous to assist bimm more libe-
“ rally,) was pressed very earnestly by Mr. T.
“B , a stranger to them both, to join with
 him in bailing a debt for the EsaUIrRE, when
“ he was arrc~ted during the city election; but
“ not having’ then a’chamberlainship in view,
“ he obstinately refused, and the very bailiff,
¢ who arrested his brother, joined, through in-
“ dignation, with Mr. TF. B , in buil for
¢ this near relation. "

“ If < Mr. Reynolds’s honour will, (as you say,)
¢ remain unspotted till the Jews are sworn (by
¢ direction of court I suppose you mean) ou
“ the New Testament,’ his testitnony must then
“ he adinitted- by you to prove that your near re-
** lation, being himself out of the serape, advised
“ John Wilkes, EsqulRrg, to run away from his
“bail.  Par nobile fratrum! ,

“ Upon the whole, I allow there could be no
¢ objection of mro».w.slency in their chuice, if
“ the livery should ¢hoose to return you both ad
¢ sheriffs together, or to the court of alderinen

©
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“ for the office of lord-mayor; but, unfortunately
“ for your scheme in question, the election for
 the chamberlainship is not used to briug forth
“ rwins,

“ Jonn Horxg.”

«TO TIIE REV. MR. HORNE.

« Prince’s Court, Thursday, June 6.
“ sIR, - '

“ YOUR wninth letter has relieved me not a
““ little, hy taking me to the theatre, and re-
“ calling to my delighted remembrance the
“ amazing powers both of nature and art in the
“ most wonderful genius that ever trod the
“ English, or, perhaps, any stage. You say,
“ ¢ Whilst Mr. Wilkes was in the Kuw s Bench,
‘ he sent a threatening message to Ml. Garrick,
“ to forbid his playing the part of Hastings in
“ the tragedy of Jane Shore; on account of
“ some lines in that play which Mr. Wilkes
“ thought applicable to his own situation. Mr.
“ Garrick complained exceedingly of the cruelty
 of such an interdict, &c. The whole of this
“ pompous tale is, that some warmi friends of °
“ Mr. Wilkes imagined that Mr. Garrick acted

the part of Hastmrrs at that time in a manner

\e; y different from what he bad usually done,.
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« and marked too strongly some particular pas-
“ sages, unfavourable to the gener'ous principles,
“ and to the friends of freedom. They talked
“ of expressing their disapprobation in “he’
“ theatre, at the next representation of Jane
¢ Shore, and likewise in the public prints., Mr.
 Wilkes, therefore, thought it prudent to state
“ the case, by two or three gentlemen, to Mr.
¢ Garrick himself, and said he feared the part of
“ Hastings might bring on many disagreeable
¢ consequences to the great acter himself, as
¢ well as to Mr. Wilkes and his connexions, if
¢ continued in the manner then stated. 'Mr.
“ Garrick received the friendly admonition in
¢ the most friendly way; but declared that the
¢ gentlemen who had given Mr. Wilkes the ac-
“ count of his acting FHuastings, had greatly

“ mistaken; that he had not nmdc the least
¢ alteration in the usual manner of acting that
‘ part on account of the political djsputes of the
“ times, but been solely guided by his own feel-
“ ings; that he a]wajs bad acted that part, and
“ always should p]'ly it in tlie same manner, not,
“ however, slavishly copying himself, but with
¢ all the variety, which, from time to time, his.
* genius might dictate, preserving still the cast
¢ dlld spirit of the original character. Nothm"
“ more passed on this subject between Mr. G.u-l
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“ rick and me, nor has that gentleman ever ex-
 pressed the slightest displeasure against Mr.
“ Wilkes or his friends; so far has he been from
complammo' exceedingly of the cruelty qf an
“ interdict, which never existed.
“ Did it escape your memory, sir, that one
“ of the objections made at that time by my
“ friends, was the peculiar emphasis Mr. Garrick
“ was said to give to the following lines of
“ Hastings, which some thought applicable to
¢ your situation 9—

« ¢ 11} befal
Such meddling priests, who kindle up confusion,
And vex the quiet world with their vain scruples 3
By Heaven ’tis done in pecfect spite to peace!’

“'You say, 1 think with half his (Mr. Gar-
« nck’s) merit, I should have had twice his

¢ conrage.” If you mean theatrical merit, I can
“ tell you of some parts in which you would in-
« ﬁmtely exceed our great English actor. I

“mean all those parts from which— fugiunt
 pudor, verumgque, fidesque. In quorum subeunt
“ locum fraudes, dolique, insidiceque, &c. &c.
“ Fow would act, and be, Iago with success.
“ Mr. Garrick has that in Zim, which must ever
“ prevent his acting well in that character. You
* have that iz you, which would make it easy
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“ and natural. Shylock, too, our Roscius must
¢ never attempt. The Christian priest of Brent-
 ford has no vain scruples to prevent his under-
“ taking and being applauded in that part. He
“ might then talk of dying his black coat red

“with blood in an innocent way on the stage, .

¢ which at Brentford inspired a savage horror.

“ The pleasing hours which Mr. Garx ick gave
“ me at the King’s Bench, I have deducted from
¢ the injury of a long and cruel imprisonment,
¢ and 1 think of him as Cicero did of the great
“ Roman ‘actor, Cum artifex cjusmodi sit, ut
£ solus dignus videatur esse,.qui in scena spec-
“ tetur: tum vir ejusmodi est, ut solus dignus
“ videatur, qui eo non accedat,

“ You assert, ‘ Though I knew not the person
“ of any one man in opposition, I qmtted all
“ my friends and connexions when I joined the
 public cause;.and, ‘with my eyes open, ex-
¢¢ changed ease and fair fame for labour and re-
< proach. 1 desire to know what one friend,
¢ and what single connexion, you have quitted
‘¢ for the public cause? Your fair fame at Lton
¢ and Cambridge survived a very short time your
“ abode at either of those places. Will you
¢ call an Italian gentleman now in town, your
*¢ confidant during your whole residence at

# Glenoa, to testif_y the morality of your cop- "
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“ duct in Ttaly?—But T will not write the life of
¢ Jonathan Wild, nor of orator Henley.
* You declare, ¢ Ministerial and court favour
* 1 know I can never have, and for public fuvowr
“ I will never be a candidate:. I choose to tell
‘ them that, as far as it affects myself, I lough
“ at the displeasure of both) You well know
‘ that no minister will ever dare openly to give
 you any mark of court favozc;, at least in the
“ ¢church: many secref favours you may, you do,
“ expect, and some I believe actually receive.
“The public you have abandoned in despair,
*¢ after an assiduous courtship of near four years;
 but remember; sir, when you say, that you
“ laugh at their displeasure, the force of truth
¢ has extorted even from lord Mansfield the
“ following declaration: ¢ The people are almost
“ always in the right: the great may sometimes
+“ be in the wrong, but the body of the people
¥ are always in the right.” -
1 am, sir,
“ Your humble servant,
“ JouNn WiILKEs.”
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“TO MR. WILKES.
(Li;ma X.)

« INJURIES for benefits is the ancient com-
¢ merce of mankind. It is not a new branch
¢ discovered by Mr. Wilkes, though he cer-
“ tainly carries it on in a manner much more
“ extensive than usual. After signing your
“ name to a declaration, that Mr. Oliver (your
<« generous benefactor) refused to do you justice,
1 cannot wonder you should make your at-
“ torney say, that the balance of private favours
* between him and me is on his side. I never
“ réceived any onE favour, either from you or
“ Mr. Reynolds in my life. You formerly ac-
“ cused me anonymously of having collected
“ various subscriptions, and converted them -to
“ my own purposes; amongst others, you men-
“ tioned the subscription for the appeal of the
“ widow Bighy. You did not do this with any
“ hopes of fixing such an imputation upon me;
* you h;d a more malevolent design; and with
“the same view you now make Mr. Reynolds
¢ say, (without the least relation to any thingin
“ question, and in contradiction to your former
*“ charge of concealment,) that he, this man of.
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¥ spotless honour, accompanied me to several
* gentlemen’s houses in Westmiuster, for sub-
scr:ptmns for the widow Bigby. No doubt,
¢ sir, there is a fine set of murderers let loose,
“ whom I bhave endeavoured to bring to jus-
. ¢ tice,—lo Mio and Arig ;—and you, like the iu-
¥ fernal magician, by pointing out their prosecu-
¢ tor, have tacked them to my tail, and bid themn
'« —stick close, boys.
“¢ But neither this nor the other gross abuse,
* with which you daily £l the papers, shall take
* from me my temper, nor divert me from my
“ purpose. I do not desire to make myself
“ greater or you Jess, I desire ouly to prevent
¢ mischicf. I ask not the confidence of the
¢ public, nor am Iin a situation to abuse it:
“ my good or bad character, (though it is far
‘ out of your reach,) can only benefit or hart
“ myself; to them it is a matter perfectly indif-
ferent. Not so with you, You are a public
* man; and it is necessary for their safety, that
“ they should be told, since nothing can restrain
* you, to what precipices you would lead them,
‘““ and into what destruction, disgrace, and ridi-
“ cule, you would plunge them. .
“ 1t is not by recrimination, but by defence,
‘“ that you. can ever be able to gain their im-
“ plicit confidence: it is not by teiling them,

L4
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“ that I am an atheist, but by justifying the aim
“ and object of your political pursuits, that you
“ must expect their support. The utmost yon
“ can obtain by your method of recrimination is,
¢ to have the public say, #ilkes and Horne are
“ both rogues alike, and it is difficult to deter-
“ mine which is the greater. The idle, the
#¢ careless, and the incapable, are sure to make
“ this decision ; because it saves the two first
“ from the trouble of inquiry, and the last can-
“ not form a judgment: to these are Jomed the
% whole ministerial and selfish tribe, whose fa-
‘¢ yourite maxim, and whose real belief it has
“ always been, that all men are rogues alike,
‘““and that patriots of all professions are the
f same. . . o
“ These general decisions are very convenient
“¢ to cover ignorance and palliate knavery: How
“ absurd? that, whilst they allow a difference in
* degree of all other virties and vices; whilst
“ they are forced to acknowledge that all men
““ and women are not equally chaste or lustful,
‘« sober or drunken, prudent or prodigal, &c.,
¢ they should yet contend that all are equally
‘ mercenary! Though these men do not compose
"¢« the whole of mankind, they inake up a very
¢ considerable part; and your method of con-
*¢ troversy has entirely forfeited their qssistance.
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Men of reflection, integrity, and discernment,
¢ are disgusted at the grossness of your abuse,
and perceive guilt to be the canse of your
shuffling evasions: not that I believe you -
would be sorry at ¢heir removal from you, if
it were not that you are sensible — ¢ the
Sleece accompanies the flock.” The natural
consequence of your behaviour is, that you are
at this moment reduced to a little faction of
about forty very inconsiderable names; many
of them honest, mistaken, or uninformed
simpletons ; some of them jovial fellows, who
look no further than the laugh and merriment
of the table, and some of themn disappointed
“ or interested knaves. To each of these, in his
“ turn, you confidentially declare how much you
* despise the rest; and should every man to
¢ whom you have matle such a declaration, quit
“ your acquaintance, you would not have one
* fool left whom yon could flatter with the abuse
“ of another; and if your present adberents will
“ only compare notes together, they will easily
““learn your opinion of them all.

“ But to proceed — Having now established
“ Mr. Heaton Wilkes the declared, advertising
“ ¢andidate for the chamberlamshlp of the city
“ of London ; and secured to him your publzc-
‘ spirited vote, thongh you disapprove bis at-
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* tempt; I will, in my next, begin to show your
¢ cohduct-to the public society at the London
 Tavern. :

’ “ Joun Honrne.”

»TO MR. JOHN WILKES.
(LETTER XL)

«“ WHILST yon were candidate for the city
¢ of London, a subscription was opened on the
“ 19th of March, 1768, at Lee and Ayton’s, the
“ bankers, for the payment of your debts: the
‘¢ trustees for which were Messrs. John Mills,
® Samuel Vaughan, Richqrd Oliver, Lewis
¢ Mendez, George Hayley. These and a few
“ other gentlemen subscribed very liberally, and
‘¢ great expectations were Yormed of its probable
‘ produce; but the public cannot be said to
“ have contributed. This backwardness was
“ supposed to proceed from an apprehension
“ that the subscription would not be applied to
“ the payment of your debts, but to support
“ your electioni; the vsefulness of which was
“pot at that time generally understood. To
“ obviate this objection, a promise was made by -
¢t the trustces, that no part of this subscription
“ should be applied to election purposes; the”
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 public were still backward to subscribe; and the
“ whole amount of the subscription from March
“19, 1768, to February 20, 1769, was 1,116/
“7s. 7d. — Your debts were at this time sup--
“ posed to amount to about 6000/.—7' w0 shil-
“ lings and sixpence in the pound were therefore
“ offered to such as would accept a composition ;
“ with a promise, that, if the dividend should be
 greater, they who acccpted the two shillings
“ and sixpence should Yeceive their proportion.
“ As fast as somethmg was paid, something was
" likewise added daily to the list of your debts ;
“’and, instead of i increasing the dividend, it was
« dnscovered that fwo shillings and sizpence w s
¢ more than could be paid. Your best friends,
“ even those who were most able -and gencrous,
“ despaired of the possibility of extricating you.
“ Another subscription was, however, opened
“ by a few gentlemen, (almost all the same,) for
“ your clection expenses: this latter subscrip-
“ tion amounted to 1,227/, 3s.——You were
“ chosen for the county of Middlesex ; and soon
“ after, in this desperate situation of your pri-
“ vate affairs, were sentenced to two years i~
“ prisonment, and two fines of one thousand
pomzds. Privilege gave some respite from
‘ your debts; but, notwuhstnndmg this and the
* generosity of individuals, (many of whom




272 LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 1771,

<« exerted themselves in presents to you mucli
¢ beyond their stations in life,) it was found ex-
“ ceedingly difficult to furnish you even a daily
« support. Most of those who were so generous
‘“ to you at that time, have since becn the ob-
¢ jects of your bitterest resentment. The best
¢ metliod then found for a little knot of public-
““ spirited men, (who bore the whele barden with
“ very unequal force, drained as they were by
¢ subscriptions and expenses,) to procure you
 a necessary subsistence, was, to have very fre-
 quent meetings at the King’s Arms Tavern, in
< Con nhill ; whele each pdld a little more than
%is share of the reckoning, and, when the over-
 plus amounted to about fern pounds, it was
‘ regularly sent to you. g
“ Never, surcly was a great ‘public cause so
“ overlaid with the wickedness and folly of an
“ individual as the present! Every day brought
¢ fresh difliculties and disgrace on Mr. Wilkes
“and yet he was the only person who, all the.
« while, felt no distress, denied himself no ex-
“ pense, was neither sensible nor apprehensive
“ of any disgrace. The just abliorrence of Mr.
 Wilkes, as a privatc man, kept inany good men
‘“at a distance ‘from the cause of the people,
“ which was unhappily blended with his per-
* sonal persecution: the friends of that cause
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“ were therefore anxious to cover, if possxble,
 or to lessen the infamy, of which he was care-

141

less.  The breach of trast commitied by him

“ towards the Foundling Hospital began to make
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a noise ; heing found, apen inquiry, to be too
true, it dewanded their earliest attention. Two
gentlemen immediately advanced ¢hree haun-
dred pounds to the hospital, and engaged
themselves to pay the remainder.  The whole
sum dac from Mr. Wilkes to the Foundling
Haspital amounted to 990/ 1s. 3d.

© ¢ Whilst matters were in this sitdation, and
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every dny growing worse, you were lm]uat]y
expelled from the house of commons; and
that expulsion was the cause of the socreTy at
the London Tuvern.

* Many gentlemen, unconneciced with e.uh
other, had long been wishing for some asso-
ciation to be set on foot for public purposes,
and it had heen much talked of as a measure
capable of producing great benefit to the pitb-
lic: the present scomed a proper moment for
it, and it was proposed by Mr, Townsend in-
stantly to hegin. '

“ When first I knew that gomlcman, hc wus

¢ determined (though wavm in the public canse)

never to have any councxion or intercourse
with Mr. Wilkes, whose character he knew
VOL. 1, T
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« too well not to detest. But when the house
“ of commons rejected the material part of yonr
¢ petition, and were determined unjustly to ex-
“ pel you, in order by stripping you of privilege
“ to leave you a perpetual prisoner in the King’s
“ Bench for debt, (since lord Mansfield had not -
* dared, as be endeavoured, to imprison you for

“ life, by mecans of the outlawry,) M. 'lowmcml
“ then consented that I should introduce him
“ to you; and he speke to you for the first time
“ jn the ‘cominittee-room of the house of com-
“ mons,, when they voted your petition to be
« false, groundless, &c. And Mr. Townsend dil
“ this to let the ministry understand that they
“ would gain nothing by injustice; but would
“ so far attach to the cause even those, who most
“ heartily despised' the man, as to rescue you
“ even from the legal conseqhiences of an illegal
¢ persecution. . ‘°

“ You were expelled on the 3d of February,
« 1769, and rechosen on the 16th of the same
“ month : yowr election was declared 'void on
 the 17tH, and yourself voted incapable of he-
“ ing elected into the present parliament.

“ The ministry bad now every reason to be-
« Jjeve, that, by keeping yon ont of the house,
“ they should for ever confine you in a jail : they
* knew that a subscription had heen opened for
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“ you on the 19th of March, 1768, when your
“ debts were said to amount only to 60007 ;

&

&

scription produced only 11164 7s. 7d. The
amount of your debts was now increased, and
“said to he about 14,000/, Add to this, that
*“ there were two fines of 1000/ to be paid;
and, hesides the expenses of repeated elec-
tions, suppott was to beprovided for you during
two years in prison: To extricate You from such
diflichltics scemed impossible, not only to mi-
vistry, but even to those who were most able
and willing to contribute. In this sitaation
“ the establishment of a soc1£Ty was proposcd

‘ the plan was formed and executed in great
“ haste: Mr. Sawbridge and Mr. Townsend la-
“ boured at one end of the town, whilst some
“ persons were employed at the other, to give
a general notice of the design, and to collect

({3

(14
(Y4
&¢
(13

[4

-

(1]

LT3
[{3

“ sentiments and wishes were known to bo pub-

lic. On.the 20th. of February, 176y, only
three days after the yote of ingapacitation, the
fivst meeting of the socicty was held at the
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“ ately made by the gentlemen present,ovhich

. amonnted to 3023L—A second meeting was

“ held five days afterwards, on the 25th of the
T2

and they could not be ignorant, that this sub-

as many respectable persons as possible, whose |

London Tavern : a.subscription -vas imnmedi-

|
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¢« same month, when they assumed the name of
« Supporters of the Bill of Rights. A very
“ worthy memnber of the house of commons
“ proposed that name as most expressive of the
¢« public intentions of the society, which dis-
“ dained thc notion of being merely a club for
“Mr. W zllnes, of whom the ‘greater part had a
“ very bad opinion. Still further to avoid any
“ such imputation, it was at this second meeting
¢ resolved, that Mr. JFilkes's health should never
“be given iu that society as a public toust;
“ and this resolution has heen uniformly ob-
“ served : still further to avoid misapprehension,
“ the socicty desired me to draw wp an adver-
“ tisement, which should declare their purposes
“ to the public.
Ve At the third meceting of tllc socicty,
« March 7, (ouly three wecks after- the first),
“ three hundred pounds werc given to Mr.
“ Wilkes, and a committee was appointed with
“ the treasurers to inquire info the several de-
“ mands upon Mr. Wilkes.
"« At the ninth meeting of the society, June 6,
. ¢ (only fifteon weeks from its first establish-
“ ment,) it appeared that 45534 had been ex-
5 pcnded in the composition of debts, &e. for
« My, Wilkes ; ; and a further swin of 25004, was
“ ordered to he iscned by the treasnrers for thic

r
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“ further discharge of Mr. Wilkes's debts during
“the summer. After which, and a vote of .
“ 300 more to Mr. Wilkes, the society ad-
¢ jonrned to the 10th of October following.

“ Any man, who redds this account, will na-
“ tarally suppose, that Mr. Wilkes must have
“ felt and expressed the warmest gratitude to a

* society like th#, which, in so short a time,
“had performed such wonders in his favour.
“ Whaever shall suppose $o, will be much mis-
“ taken: he abhorred the society and its mem-
“bers. The pecLARATIONS of the most re-

¢ spectable part, disclaiming « personal attach-

“ ment to Mr. Wilkes, and professing only a
¢ yegard to the public, disgusted him extremely;
““ the resovurTioN that his health should never
“ he given as a public toust in that society, and
“ the ADVERTISEMENT of supporting hin and
¢ his cause only as far as it was « public cause,

¢ were never forgiven.  Besides, he entertained

‘“.a false notion, that, had, not this socicty heen
¢ instituted, he should himself have received all’

' the ready money subscribed by the society into
“ his own hands; what they applied to the dis-
¢ charge of his debts, he cousidered as o kind of

‘ robbery; and hated them for their care of

* hnu, as profligate young heirs do the guardians
“ who endeavour to save them from destruction,.
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“ Add to this an apprehension lest the socicty
¢ should gain the public confidence; and, not
¢ being his creatures, should hercafter he strong
“ enongh to oppose cffectually the extravagant
¢ foolish notions he had formed of his own
‘¢ greatuess; mercly to be profected does not
¢ answer his expe¢tations; improbable as it may
“ appear, he dreams of notlng léss than" of
“being  himself proTe¢TOR. Ile therefore,
“ from its very institution, determined the de-
“ struction of the society; becavse he knew they
¢ meant not ouly the king and the latws,—but the.
« king according to the laws. "\Iy industry and
¢ zeal for a society capable of so much fature
‘ good, as well as the sincerity with which T
“ alwi ays spoke disagreeable truths to Mr.
« Wilkes, entitled me to a considerable share
 of his resentment. I had not only drawn up
“ the offensive advertisement, but at all times
“ warmly combated those few of his inconsi-
¢ derate partisans wao were constantly endea-
¢« vouring to narrow the society, and couvert us
“ ouly to a sponge, which would suck wp the
« generosity of the public, to bo squeczed into
¢ his pocket, ' The lack-laughter sangfioid of
« the parson was the constant topic of his ridi-
“ cule, and be compluined, that, whenever I ap-
# peared, 1 cast o gloom over the mirth of bis,,
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“ company. His disposition towards the so-
“ ciety was not altered for the better by the fre-
“ quent remoustrances I made to him, at the
“ repeated request of many of his most generous
“ subseribers, who were much dissatisfied at his
“ laced liveries and his French servants in bis
“ situation; whom no motives of policy, or
“ lonesty, or shame, have hitherto made him
* discard.

“To cover the real causes of his dissatisfuc-
“ tion, Mr. Wilkes prétendcd to take it much
““amiss that the society should mention his
“ pEBTS in their advortisement; as if there was
‘“ any secret in the matter; and he seized the
“* first opportunity to complain of it as un indig-
“ nity oftered to ‘him; forgetting that he had
“ himself long before published a very abject ad-
“ vortisement, pretending to rcturn thauks to
“* his generons benefactor for the kind dovation
“ of an hundred pounds; but really to excite

*“ the compassion of the charitable.
“ The society continued to muke great pro-
“ gress in the affuirs of Mr. Wilkes; though, it
“ must be confessed, with very little assistance
* from the public at large, out of tho socicty.
“ ‘Chey had paid-all his election ‘ekpenses, und
“ one of his fines of 500L.; they had componnded
* avery considerable portion of his debts; when,
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 on the 24th of October, they voted him 300/,
“ more, making in the whole 10004 for his
¢ pocket. :

« A few weeks after this vote, Mr, Wilkes ob-
“ tained a verdict against lord Halifax, with
‘¢ 4000/, damages: I waited on My. Wilkes, and
“ endeavoured to persuade him that he was
¢ hound in honour, in honesty, and policy, to
¢ send these 4000/ to the London Tavern, in
« aid towards the paymecut of lis dehtss 1 re-
« presented to him: the poverty of our bank,
¢ which had, indeed, advanced too far, and was
“ in debt; 1 endeavoured to make him sensible
¢ that 4000/, at that time, wonld go further in
“ componriding his dehts, than 10,0004 would
“ some time afterwards: I showed him the re-
¢ putation he wonld gain, by this act of ¢om-
“ mon honcsty and policy, and that he would
“ cncourage’ the public to subscribe towards
“ him, and bind the gentlemen of.the soclety in
“ honour never to quit him till they Lad at.least -
“ returnod him his 4000, though it was cn-
“ ployed in the discharge of his own debts. I
“ laboured imwuin: ready cash made Mr. Wilkes
“ deaf’ to my.argumonts. e would not seud a
“ penny to the society, for the discharge of his
“ gwn debts, though it was not midny weeks
o since the socicty had, in one year, voted
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* bim the last part of a thorsand pounds for his
 support.

“ Wiilst these things were iy agitation, the
society, on the 8th of February, 1770, received
a letter from the Commons House of Assembly
of South Carolina, with a subsceription of
10001,

“ In this situation were the aftairs of the
socicty, when you came out of the King's
Beuch, on the 17thof Aprily 1770, only four-
teen months since its first establishment. Your
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clection expenses of 2975/ were paid; —your
two fines of 1000/, were discharged : —12,000/,
of your debts were compounded ;—you had
“a thousand pounds from the society, besides
“ all the privatc presents yon received; —you
“ yeserved to yourself the four thousund pounds
““ yecovered from lord Halifux;—and there re-
“ mained only 6,821/, 13s. to he compounded of
* yoar debts. .

“ In my next, I will proceed to show the re-
“ turn you made to the socicty and the pnblic
“ for these obligntions; (ram which may cisily
*“ he collected your gratitude to the one, nud:

‘““ your regard for the other.
“
' “ Jonun HounE.

«©

3¢
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“ T.O MR. JOIIN \VILKES.
(LETTER XI1.)

“ON the 17th of April, 1770, Mr. Wilkes
“ was released from the King’s Bench prison;
“ and at the next meeting of the society, April
“ 24, he was proposed to he hallotted for ns a

“ member; and, at the following meetmg, May

“ 8, was unanimously chosen,
« In my lagt, I showed what was the situa-,

“ tion of the society’s accounts at this time, and
< stated both what had been done, and what re-

“ mained to do; viz.
“ Dehts of Mr. Wilkes, disclmrgcd £.

“above . . . . . . . 12,000
“ To Mr.Wilkes, for his support . 1,000
. “To his clection expenses . . : 2,973

“Tohistwofines . . . . . . 1,000

« And by all the lists of claims on Mr.Wilkes
“ he r(.mamcd indebted 6,521/ 13s. '

“ It is proper I should now mention what was
« Mr. Wilkes's visible sitnation. e had an
« estato of 700l a year, out of which 200 a
¢ yoar was puyable to Mrs. Wilkes; and an an-
<« puity of 130L was due to Mr. Reynolds, ho
 having purchased the same for 1000/ ; so tha
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“ there remained to Mr. Wilkes a nominal 350/
“ayear. Besides this income, Mr. Wilkes had
“ 2000/. in ready moucy; the other 2000 of
“ the sum recovered from lord Ilalifax, were
“ said to be paid to My, Reyunolds, i. e. 1,2000
 for Mr. Reynolds’s law-charges, &c., and 800l.
“ to discharge some debts cantracted hy another
“ breach of trust towards the Buckinghamshire
“ militia, when Mr. Wilkes was their colonel.
 On this foundation, that is, with a nominal
“350l a year,..and 2000/ ready money, but
“ with a drawhack of 6,821/ declared debts,
* Mr. Wilkes (whilst he was still in the King's
* Bench, with many detainers ladged against
“ him, and before he could tell whether the
“ society, notwithstanding all their zeal, would
“be able to compass his enlargement) entered
“into treaty with sir Edward Astley for his
* dwelling-house in Great George Street.  The
“ tenm were casily agreed to, and nothing steod
“in the way but security; sir Edward desired
¢ security. Mr. Wilkes, ‘who *had as lief ho
“ had put ratsbane in his month,’ and who kncw
* that, though I cgnld not laugh at bis |¢st, I
* could somctumcs%o his business, was desirous
““to tarn over to me the employment of pro-
“ curing security, such gloomy matters heing,
“ as e had experiented, perfectly suited to my
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“ disposition. I wus too dull to taste the plea-
“ santry of such an arrangement.  Mr. Reynolds
“ had bought in the annuity of 1504 merely to
“ give Mr. Wilkes an opportnnity to repur-
“ chase it; and I thought one of his thousands,
“ if he would not lend them for the discharge
“ of his debts, would be more usefully cmployed
“that way than in farniture: I represented to
“ him that, having a thousand pounds, and ot
“ repurchasing the annuity, he did, in fact, at
¢ that moment, sell 1504 4 year for o thousand
« pounds ready moncy. I bestowed the freest
¢ terms on the dish«mcsty, ingratitude, and
* folly, of thus laying a plzm' to replunge him-
“self in debt, after all the hard struggles
“ which had been made to rescac him. 1 re-
“ fused sharply to be instrumental in'a measure,
“ which must necessurily have one of these two
“ consequences;  cither that My, Wilkes must
 soon return to prison a beggar, and so defeat, in
 some measure, all that had heen done for him;
“or that all the money which the public spirit
“ of individuals could sapply, must, to the cx-
“Fdusion of ull public purpgses, be confined o
““ the support of his private extravagance. The
* former of these consequences would be very
“ detrimental 1o the public cuuse, the latter
“ would he futal. 1 was not singular iv 1wy
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“ opinion on this subject; all the gentlemen to
“ whom Mr. Wilkes applied, even the future
€ chamberluin and foton-clerk, refused to be se-
“ curity. Thongh Mr. Wilkes was disappointed
“ of u large house, he was determined not to
“ lose the opportunity of a large expense. On
*“ quitting the King’s Bench prison he took a
“ house on n lease at fifty pounds a year, that
“ he might lay out some hundreds on its repairs:
* at the same time he took a country house at
“ sizty guineas for the scason; and, to complete
“ his plan of cconomy, he sent his daughter
 to Paris, to sce the Dunphin's weddin‘g, whilst
* himsolf was all the smanmor making the tour
“of the watering places. That his generous
¢ surrorTERS might not he too mnch ridicnled,
“ he kept no more than siv domestics; and that
“his politeness and gratitude to his country
‘ might keep pace with bis economy, only
“ three of them were French.
. % Such were the situations of Mr. Wilkes
“ and of the society when he was released from
¢ prison.

“ Those who hid hitherto luboured so indefi-
“ tigably did not remit their diligence.  Tu or-
“ der to keep the promiscs of the society, and

“ do good to the public, it was necessary that

“ they sl)oul(l at length come Lo some conelusion of
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s Mr, Wilkes's private affairs. They could easily
“ sec, that, if they did not make haste, Mr.
 Wilkes would incur fresh debts faster than
“ they could discharge the old: it was proper
¢ that he should know what he had to expect
“ from the society ; and they could not begin
_“ to procure for him a reasonable annnity till
*“ they had first cleared his incnmbrances. It
“ was the wish of all those with whom I ever
“ conversed to set him free, and afterwards to
“ procure for him a clear annuity of iix hun-
¢ dred ‘pounds. Having done so, to cease sub-
¢ scriptions  for the further support of Mr.
t Wilkes, auless some new public reason should
“ make it justifiable, and to apply the whole
“ collected strength of the public ta the most
“ jmportant public mcasures that shonld nced
“ peenniavy assistance.  Whatever  difficul-
“ ties the future private extravagance of M.
“ Wilkes might bring upon him, the society
“ did not consider as any object of their con-
¢ cern.  The public spirit of the nation would
*“ he justificd by what they had done for bim ;
“ and sufficient encouragement would thereby
“ he given to all other private men to do their
“ duty, and a sufficient lesson to kings and
*¢ ptinisters to abstain from violenee and injos-
** tice. These purposes [ didnot doubt to see ful-’
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< filled before the month of March, 1771
“ And I'was foolish cnough to suppose, that Mr.
* “ Wilkes would not dare to appear discontented,
“if (after three whole years of such suceess-
“ful labour applied to his private affuirs,
“ himself freed from his debts, and with clear
“ six hundred pounds a ycar, the socicty still
“ supporting the expense of all public measures)
“we employed our strength at lusi on other im-
“ portant objects of pul)llc advantage. With
“these ,aims, dnd a  corresponding  conduct,
without ever having received the slightest [u-
‘ vour from any party or great man in admini-
“ stration or opposition, 1 could not foresce that,
¢« by ull'my lahour, hazard, and expense, I
¢ should guin the contradictory imputation of
‘ being, at the same time, the hircling of the
“one, and the tool of the other: and thut
“ Mr. Wilkes, the only private gaier in the
“ struggle, should, of ull menin the world, be
“the person to bring the charge aguinst me.
“ Mr. Wilkes, in perfect idlencss and seeurity,
“Sowur times elected member for Middlesex,
“and twice aldermun of London, a tgaincr of
“ I/urh/ thousand ponuds, is the person to im-
Plltb to me an interested desimi? to me, who
“ have frequently risked the whole, nud ae-
tllally spent a great part ol my little fortune

\
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in the contest, often exposed to a prison, and
sometimes to death! an  intervested  design!
Sumo superbiam. 1 know there is not onc
even of his phalune that believes it.
“ ArTER the summer vecess, the SOCIETY was
to meet again Now. 27, 1770, .
“ On Monday, October 22, 1770, I received a
note from Mr. Wilkes, to inform me that he
wonld call the next day to talk with me on
«ome husiness of conscquence. I wus at that
moment going into the country for a v.eek, the
pmt-(lmnsc was at the door, and my co auany
waiting : I desired a gentleman who w.s iu
my room to answer the note, aud to tell him J
would visit him as soom as T returned.  Ac-
cording to my promise, on Sunday, October
28, I went to Mr. Wilkes, at Fulham. Oar
conversation turned chicfly on three things :
—~—1Iis brother’s pretensions to the cham-
berluinship ; his expectations from the Lon-
don Tavern ; and his intended proceedings at
Westminster on the Hednesduy following.
It was my misfortunce to he of a diflerent opi-
nion from Mr. Wilkes on all three: indeed
we seldom ‘did coneur in any measure, except
in those which tended to his private advan-
tage; as fur as 1 thought it just and hononr-
able to pursue his private interest, I met with
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* his hearty concurrence; for he found my en-
“ deavours eflectual, and he reaped the instant’
“benefit. In all public measures onr opinions
“ hbave becn uniformly as different as onr aims.
‘ However, when I look back on what is past, 1
* find the voice of the people (which Mr.

“ Wilkes calls the woice of God) in my favour:
“and, if the public are not to be condunned,
“ M. \Vilkes cannot have been very right, nor
“I very mong : fm, however new and extra-
ordmau/ it may seem to those who are unac-
([l"’ fod with the particulars of what has
pae »d, it is nevertheless most certain, that
“ DMy, Wilkes has strenuously gpposed almost
¢ every méunsure which the public has adopted.
“ Bat, as I mean hereafter to explain the whole
¢ of his conduct in those matters, I shall confine
 myself at present to what relates to the So-
“ cicty at the London Tavern. Mr. Wilkes de-
“ sired ready money. 1 thought it a shameful
« request: I repeated to him the situation of
“ the socicty, which was in arrears; and showed
“him, that, in order to discharge his remaining
“debts; we must borfow from some of the
“ members on the credit of the society. His
(lebts being once discharged, 1 told him, I

* would venture to answer for it, that he would
‘have a clear anunuity of 60O/ ; that if it

VOoL. 1. 4
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* name, and that ke was used only as an instru-
“ment. 1 grew warm in my tarn, I reproached
“ him for his unreasonableness, selfishness, and
“ ingratitude ; 1 asked him what ‘merit he pre-
“ tended to with the public, and what claim he
“ ha(l tq their support, but as an instrument of
“ publid good ; and I assured him I would take
“ carc he slmul(h not he able to cast that re-
“ proach on the society ; for that as soon as we
“had cdmpleted the provision for him 1 had
“ mentizned, I would make a motion to give
“ hjayall the money that should remain over in
J“in fhe banker's hand; and to advertise that,
“ for the future, no more subscriptions would be
“ received by the society, unless some great pub-
“lic occasion should arise, which cxceeded the
“* abilities of that society alone to support.

“ What passed between us concerning the
 chamberlainship and the H estminster instruc-
 tions, did not tend to restore his good humour
“ towards me. He found it in vain to use any
“ further endeavours to hend me to his pur-
“ poses ; and, from that day forwards, has em-
: p].oycd -every means, by‘para‘.f:.rraplzs and .o.therf

wise, to destroy the effect of any opposition I
“ might make to his scandalous attempts.

“ On the 274k of November, the society met ;
“and a committee of accounts was uppointed

ve .
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“ they voted ‘their king money without an ac-
“count, and an approbation of his conduct
“without an inquiry. It was by a small ma-
“ jority 'of a mceeting, which consisted of forty-
sgrey < Resolved, 1. That after the debts

“ dye By this society are discharged, there be
“ pa at of the first unapplied monies which
* shall come into the hands of the trea-

“ debtsdue from John Wilkes, esq. to the said
“ L3facleane.

2. Resolved, That a further subscription be
“ paw opened for the purpose of discharging
“all the outstanding debts of John Wilkes,
“ ¢sq., which appear to have been Boxa FipE
“due at the time of the formation of this,
“ society.

¢ ¢ 3. Resolved, That the public conduct of
* John Wilkes, ésq., since his enlargement from
“ the King’s Bench prison hath ‘been such as
“ merits the approbation of this society.

“ ¢ 4. Resolved, That the public be informed
 that there are somE old debts of John Wiikes,
“ esq., which still remain unpaid, and that their
« further contributions are NECEssaAry to dis-
“ charge them.’ .

“ It was vain to represent to them, that they
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“ Accounts, or to consider what was past; they
* came to vote for Mr. Wilkes, and the pro-
‘ Pl’icty of the measures was left for him to re-
¢ COncile.

ad been carried, I was dcsimué to put
est the extravagant zeal and prodigious
disinterested ' friendship which bad
* been expressed for Mr. Wilkes. I marved that
the sullscription might instantly begin, and
called‘hpon them, at this time of their exces-
¢ sifefirofessions, when so many zealous members
“w ?40 present togethcr, ta show their sincerity
“ by their subseriptions. My motion was by no
“ means relished, the gentlemen felt the dif-
“ ference between goting away other - men’s
“money and giving their own. There was
* much strogg le to 'woxd the question; but the
“ ridicule was too strong even for them; they
“ were ashamed, immediately after voting the
* subscription, to vote against its Dbeginning.
“ The question, therefore, was carried UNaNI-
“ mousLy. The book was instantly opened and
f presented ta the gentlemen; and, when the
se(‘rct'xry, next morning, came to cast up the
* total of the subscriptions, he found it amounted
“totheesact sumeof . . . . £0 0 q
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*¢ Jose their character, and with it their import,
“ ance; and we knew; for he had declared long
“ hefore, that he was determined to destroy it.
¢ Still we were willing to try every measure to
«greserve the society, whose dissolution, “as
cry public purpose, we foresaw with infi-
cyregret,

- the neat meeting, therefore, of the so-
on February 12, 1771, one of the mem-'
rose und desired to be indulged with
 somc conversation, though he was not going
“ to :firke & motion: he desired only to expluin
“Jus own sentiments and gnderstand theirs:- he
« sepeated his own public motives, and showed
" they were originally the declured motives of
 the society: much dispute, he said, bad, how-

-

« ever, heen lately held, whether these were ori-
< ginally the avowed intentions of the society,
¢ ar whether it had been instituted mercly for
¢ the support and emolument of Mr. Wilkes, to
« the exclusion of all other public measares;
« he therefore, for his part, waved entirely that
« dispute: he desired only to know what were
*¢ the «entiments the socicty would declure Now,
“ und whether they would- determingg to act for
« the future as a public society, giving snpport
o and effectual assistance to every thing which

* Mr. lorne.
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“ for Mr. Bingley, for having refused to answer
‘ interrogatories, and to submit to the illegal
““ mode of attachment.” He represented to them
¢ that it. was .now near three years since Mr.
_* Bingleywas first sent to prison; that he hadsuf-
« f(ted almost as much imprisonment as Mr.
“ Wilkbs, and had hitherto fepeived no reward
“ forl\gpisisting  attachment and interrogatories,
* whick were much more dangerous and dread-
“ful thhn gedcral warkants; that besides, he
“ was in a station where sentiment and public”
“ principle wer not so much to be expected as
“'f‘n Mr. Wilkes's, and therefore required the
 greater encouragement. He said, he did not
" “{esire any gentleman present to subscribe to
* this; that he knesw the mémey would be
“ raised; the ouly ¢uestion for them to con-
““ sider was, whether the socicty should have the
“ honour of the gift, or whether it should be
* given out of the society, by those gentlemen
“ who had alrcady determined on the mjeasure
““ and were desirous to contribute?
“ This motion seemed too reasonable to admit
“ of debate, and yet it met with great opposition
“ from Mr, Wilkes’s friends. It was, however,
‘“ carried by a majority; and near half the money
“ was instantly subscribed. g
“ At the next meetipg of the socicty, Febra-
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“sa perplexed a detail of my affuirs, that
“JI am totally at a Joss to comprehend your
‘ accounts. You pretended, in'a former letter,
¢ that at the institution of that society I was
“scarcely thought of, and you ehdeanurea to
“ prove that paradox by a single advertisement’
* after the second meeting, omitting all the re-
« solutions of the first at the very formation
“ of the society, which I have already quoted.
“ Will yon, sir, allow the society themselves
¢ to dctermine what their own intentions were ?
"« Yeh. 26, 1771, it was resolved, ¢That thz
« first object of this society, in order to pro-
“ mote the purposes of its intentions, was #
“ support John Wilkes," esq. against ministe-
“ rial oppression, by discharging his debts and
“ rendering him independent” In your ac-
“ count of Mr. Wilkess debts, you studiously
“ omit a remarkable part of an advertisement
“ repeatedly published by the Society of the Bill
“ of Rights in all the papers. < N.B. 7149l. 6s.
“ of Mr. Wilkes’s debts appear to have heen
“incurred by his bhaving been security for .
¢ other persons.’ Did you fear ‘that  this
¢ might be brought to confute yonr charge of
« his indifference for the ioterest of his
“ friends, when it' appears that he subjected

- 4
“ himself to the payment of so large a sum
” .

"
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“ on their account? You will please to recol-
“lect, that, by an early resolution of the society,
‘on May 9, 1769, priuted in the papers, ¢ All
“ committees of the society are to meet on
“ cvery first and third Tuesday in the month,
“at the London Tavern, at one in the after-
“ noon, and that the committce of accounts, by the
“ advertisement of Nov. 20, 1770, ¢ was always
“open to all members of the society.” If,
“ therefore, you suspected the least frand
“ from any quarter,’it was your duty to have
“ attended to detect it. Although you have
“ deserted the society, it is still incumbent on
¢ you to acquaint them of any fraud or col-
« fusion you have discovered. I call upon you
“ to write' a letter, stating the particulars, to
“ the chairman of the next meeting, and to
“ give your proofs of the smallest intended
“ imposition of any kind, or you will pass for

¢ an infamous calummiator of your benefuctor,
« Mry. Rcynol(.s, and other men of honour,

“ whom you have wickedly traduced. When
¢ you mention that ¢ The other 2,000L of the

¢ sum recovered from lord Halifax were said to
“he paid to Mr. Reynolds, i e. 1,200l for
« Mr. Reynolds’s law-charges, &c., and 800L to
¢ discharge some debts coutracted by another
* breach of trust towards the Backinghamshire
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« sin that most easily besets me, and I know, too,
« where you and the ministry expect to surprise
“me. You will both be disappointed. My
« friends have with pleasnre remarked my re-
* formation.

““ As to the letter from Montpclier, you de-
“ clare, in your second letter to me, before its
 publication, ¢ Publish it, however, when you
“ will; Jam confident, as indecd I have likewise
“ been assured by many to whom you have
« shown it, that therg is nothing in the letter of
« which Ineed to be ashamed.’ You kept a copy,
“ as you have acknowledged, of this very letter. -
“ Will yeu indulge us with the names of some
 of the many, who approve so singular a per-
“ formance? We shall then know of whom we
“ ought to be ashamed. Will you reconcile the
« above passage with what you say in your sixthk
«¢ letter, < It was a mean villany, almost equal
s to the treacherous publication of a private,
“ friendly, confidential letter;’ and, ¢ Wilkes,
“ with the education of a gentleman, has ex-
“ ceeded in weanness and want of sentiment his
« servant Curry, who robbed his master, and
«¢ then sold the goods to ruin him?® Your repeated
s treacherics forced the publlcatxon of your
¢« Jetter. On what provocation was Mr. Hea-
“ torr Wilkes’s private, [friendly, confidential
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« Jetter to Mr. George Bellas given by him to
« you, and by you published ?

* You have frequently accused me of neglect-
¢« ing the worthy freeholders of Aliddlesex, to
« whoin T am under the most peculiar obliga-
« tions, althongh you know I have not omitted
« any miark of regard or gratitude to them. I
¢ have the happiness of living among them, and
« am continually paying my personal respects
¢« where they are so greatly due.

“ All these attempis toembroil me with the’
» freeholders of Middlesex, the supporters of the
« Bill-of Rights, the livery of London, the Ame-
-2 rjeans, &e., you will find ineffectual. My
< public conduct shall always be clear and unex-
s ceptionable.  As to the connexions in private
« life,.] will endeavour mortales inimicitias, sem-
“ piternas amicitias habere, preserving still my
““ strong, natural, irreconcilable hatred to all
¢ of the serpent and viper kind.

“ Am I to answer your impertinence about .
“ claret and French servants? It shall be,in one
“word. I have not purchased a bottle of cluret
“since I left the King’s Bench. Only_two
“ French servants aresin my family. An old
“ woman, who has many years attended my
“ daughter, and a footman, whom I esteem, as
“ I'have often told you, not as a Frenchman,

X2
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“ but for his singulur fidelity to an Englishman
“ during a course of several years, when I had
¢ the honour of being exiled. 1 have reason
“ to belicve, that from hence o.riginated your
 hatred to him.

“ As to the Rockingham adwinistration, my
“ regard to themn arises solely from their ser-
“ vices to this country and the colonies, not
“ from any personal favours. I do not owe a
« pardon to them, althongh I warmly solicited
“ it during the whaole time of their power.  Soon
“ after they came into employment, I wished ..
“ have gonle in a public character to Constanti-
“ nople; but I very soon dropped that idea. 1
“ never did receive from them either pension,
« gratuity, or reward. When I suid precarious,
“ J used the word as synonymous with depen-
i dent. That upright administration was re-
¢ moved in July, 17606. ' My declaration, ¢ never
“ to accept from the crown either place, pen-
“ gion, gratuity, or cmolument of auny kind,
“ was not made to my mest meritarious con-
¢ dtituents, the freeholders of Middlesex, till
“ June 18, 1768, | then pledged myself to
¢ them, and added, thaté 1 would Jive and die
“ in their service, a private gentleman, perfectly
“ frec, under no control hut the Inws, 'undcr no,
« jufluence but theirs,” &e,
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“ Whether you proceed, sir, to a thirtceath,
or a thirtieth, letter, is to me a matter of the
“ most entire indifference.  You will no longer
have e your correspoudent.  All the efforts
of your malice and rancour cannot give me a
momeut’s disquictude. « They will only* tor-
ment your own breast. I am wholly indif-
ferent about your sentiments of me, happy in
“the favourable opinion of many valuable
 friends, in the most honourable connexions,
“ hoth public and private, and in the prospect
“of rendering mysclf eminently uscful to my
“ country:  Formerly, in exile, when I was urbe
“ patricque extorris, and torn from cvéry sa-
% cred tie of friendship, T have moistened my
“ bread with my tears. The rest of my life I
“hope to cnjoy my morsel at home in peace
“and cheerfulness, among those I love and
“ honour ; far from the malignant eye of the .
“ false friend and the insidious hypocrite.
“ I am, sir,
“ Your huinble servant,
“ Jouy Wirxes,”
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“ TO MR. JOHN WILKES.
(LETTER XI1I11.)
L ]

*“ GIVE you joy, sir. The parson of Brent-
“ ford is at length defeated *. He no longer
“ rules with an absolute sway over the city of
“ London, You have detected his jesuitiéul
“ deep-laid schemes of running away with the
* menument oun. his back. You have rescued.
“ the prostrate livery, from his dxctatorml au-
“ thority; have congratulated them on their
“victory; and restored to them a perfect li-
“ herty—of doing whatever you please. [Ihe
¢ poor parson has been buffeted on  the hustings
“ where he did not appear, and hissed out 0{
“ playhouses which he never entered; he has
“ been sung down in the strects, and, exalted to
“ a conspicnous corner with the pope and the de-
“vil in the print shops; and, finally, to com-
¢ plete the triumph over this mighty adversary,
“ you have caused him to be burnt in effigy.

* This alludes to the city elections, which turned out, in
exact conformity to the wishes, and the interest of Mr,
Wilkes.
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¢ After all this outery, no doubt, you imagine

¢ there is
*# No poct acquainted with more shakings and quakings

-4 Towards the latter end of his new play

“ (When he’s in that case, that he stands peeping "twixt
"« Cartains so fearfully, that a bottle of ale

« Cannnt be open'd but he thinks somebody bisses)

¢ Than I am at this instant.

“ Formerly, these arts used to be practised
¥ p

Y . o e .
‘.against a minister of state, or at least against
‘ some person whose--wealth and power might
¢ afford a pretence.for suspicion of undue in-

S¢

A1

fluence; butgf so insignificant o name as mine
can, by paragraphs, &c., be made important

¢ enmwh to scare them with apprchensions for

€¢

L1

-

'y
'y
i

'y

thelr independence, you will never want -a
bughear for the livery. You are heartily wel-
come to the use you bave made of it, and I
shall freely forgive you a repetition of the same
indignities, as long as you confine themn to the.
newspapers and effigy: but, alas! all the
honours and preferments you ‘have heaped
upon me have likewise been ornly in cffigy:
his grace of Grafton invites me to. no con-
ference ; lord North admits me to no levec;
the Exchequer withholds my  pension; and
the bishop of Durham will not let me touch

‘que farthing of my quarterage. So that {
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have nothing left to console me but the
sapport of the Shelburne faction, the re-
covery of my old clothes, the suhs.(‘riptions
I have pocketéd, and sir Joscph's three hank-
notes. .
“ When first I hegan my public correspond-
ence with you, I engaged to give an account
of the commencement, progress, and.conclu-
sion of .the intercourse hetween us; hecause,
from the circumstances of the relation, honest
men of any tolerable discernment will he able
to form a judgment how far they ouglit,and how
far they ought not, to support gon. Yon cn-
gaged, on'your part, to give a full wnswer to
every charge I should bving. £ mnean to keep
my promise; and, though I thought it proper
to forbear the proscention of it during' the
city clection, I shall wow proceed: the deep
researches, laborious study, and prodigious
science necessary to qualify yon for the. office
of sherifl, will excuse you from gi\:ing any
answer; and leave ,you at liberty to lve
anonymeusly in the newspapers without de-
teetion,

“ When the motion was made at the London
Tavern of $ No NEw subscriprions for the
futare for ANY OTHER PURPOSE WIHATSOEVER,
witil aLt the debts of Jolin Wilkes, esq. should
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“be fully discharged,’ after a pause of some mi-
* mutes Mr. Horne rose, and said he had waited
“in momentary expectalion, that Mr. Wilkes
“ would have taken the opportunity to entreat
¢ his friend to withdraw a motion so fatal to the
“ reputation both of Mr., Wilkes and the society:
“ he expressed his amazement that Mr. Wilkes
“ could silently hear a measuré proposed, which
¢ could produce nothing but disgrace to both;
“ but he said it was impossible Mr. Wilkes could
““:continue silent upon the subject, unless he '
“was willing it ahould be understood, that thls '
« attept to impose npon the public and the so-
« cicty proceeded fromhimself. Mr.Horne added,
« that, since the subscription for Mr.-Bingley
“ had very much offended Mr. Wilkes, and was
“ the avowed reason of this motion to prevent
< any ¢ new subscriptions for the future for any
L ntbcl‘ purpose whatsoever,” he would endea-
“ vout to satisfy them of the propricty of that
-« subscription, and the impropriety of the pre-
<« sent motion.  Mr. Bingley had above a year
¢ before repeatedly sent petitions to the society,
« which Mr. ————* had as often deferred,
win expectation of ﬁliisililxg Mr. Wilkes's af-
w fairs, and from a desire that nothing might -

* Mr. Reynolds.
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“ interferc to prevent it; but when it was evi-
‘ dent that a party was formed to avoid coming
% to any conclusion, even after THREE years’ at-
“ tention to that single object, it would have
‘““ been cruel to the poor man to have deferred
“ any longer the generous intentions of several
‘“ gentlemen towards him#® But there was a.
 much stronger reason than private compassion
“ against any further delay; the freedom of the
“ press was materially concerned in moving the
“ subscription for Bingley at the last meeting.
* Mr. Horne said, he was sorry to be forced to
“ mention transactions which ought to be kept
“ secret, and to explain motives which ought to
‘“ be understood but not expressed in large com-
« panics; however, that rather than sce his in-
“ tentions of public good defeated by this re- .
 strictive resolution, he-tould tell them his
“ chief motive for moving the subscription at the
* last meeting. Mr. Horne ohscrved, that he had
% some small time since received ‘information
“ from an authority which he could not doubt,
“ that a certain great personage had conversed
“ with the elder Onslow at?St. Janes’s near half
“ an hour; that in that conversation it was men-
“ tioned to Mr. Onslow as matter of surprise,.
“ that the house of commons permitted their
*“ debates to be published; and it was asked, if it
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¢ was ever suffered before, and why something
“ was not done to prevent it? This question
#¢ from such a person was well understood to be
“ an order; and after the repeated failures of
¢ Jord Mansfield in the courts of law, both by
“ informution and attachment, it was casy to
“ scy whither .they*ul(l next have reconrse to
¢ deswroy the frccdom of the press. It was
“ plaiv Mr. Onslow understood it; for soon
¢ after, on the fifth of February, his relation,
“ the younger Onslow, made a motion in the
“ house of commons, that an order of that
f honse against printing any part of the debates
should be read and entered amongst the wi-
“nutes of that day. Mr. [Torne said, this was
a confirmation to him of his intelligence, and
increased Lis suspicions of what was to
follow; he had. therefore himself purposely
caused to be inserted in the Middlesex Journal
of February 7, an innocent pzu‘aglfaph about
Mr. Onslow’s wmotion;. cxpecting that the
Ounslows would bring it before the house;
* which happened as it was foreseen; for the
¢ printers, FFheble, who first inserted, and
 Thompson, who copied that paragraph, were
*“ ordered to attend the house of commons. In
“this interval the socicty met, (on the 12th of
~ February,) before the order of attendance to
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“ the prmtcns was e\puou, and. Mr. Horjie
« chose that particalar moment to move the sub-
¢ scription for Bingley, on purpose to cnconrage
¢ the printers, (whom it was necessary to use on
“ this occasion against the usurped power of the
“ house,) and to show them, by this example,
“ that they too would be ‘h('tm\ll) suppost ted,
“ and rewarded for resisting an illegal and scan-
“ dalous attempt upon the freedom of the press.
“ Mr. Iorne declared, that this subscription for
“ Bingley did instantly producethe desired eflect,
< and both the printers refased to obey ; and there
“ was no doubt, (the law heing clear in the
‘ case, that a power of punishment cannot he-
“long to the house of comzmons,)’ that other
¢ printers would likewise depend upon the laws
“ of their country and the support of that soéicty;
“ and refuse obedience to any similar usurpation
s of the house over them. But, said Mr. Iforne, .
“ should you now, gentlemen, come to a resoln-
“ of No NEW sUBSCRIPTIONS ¢ for the futare for
¢ ANY OTHER PURPOSE WHATSOEVERuntil ALL
“ Mr. Wilkes's debts shall be fully discharged,’
‘ you will undo all that has been done; the
“ public: good cffect of Bingley's subscription
“ will be lost; the printers will despuic of sup-
“ port; and you canpot expect that they should
‘s he able alone and unsupportéd to, oppose, how-

- .
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“ &ver legally, the powers of government, which
“ are now united against the rights of the peo-
‘ple; even if iliey should, the contest would
“ he too unequal; the printers-would be undone,
¢ and the press vuined.  Iie therefore entreated
“ them 1o lay aside, all little, factions, private
“views, and forbear a resolution which would
¢ certainly be productive of such bad counse-
¢ quences to the public, and such dishonour
“ to the society. ‘ ‘
“He concluded” with addressing himself
“again to Mr. Wilkes ;- he called. upon his
“ policy, his public spirit, his gratitude, his mo-
“desly s all which should strongly persupde
“ him to show his disapprobation of a motion
“ which was to restrain gentlemen, who had
“ done so much for him, from putting their
“ hands in their pockets to relieve any other ob-
“ ject of compassion, or to promote any pub-
“lic measure. g
“‘Lo all these arguments, Mr. Wilkes was
“ absolutely dumb; no sense of shame could
“force a single word from- him; and the re-
“ solution of no new subscriptions  for the
“ future but for Mr. Wilkes, -was carried,” him-
* self heing present, by the same y‘cu(lcmcn
““ who Trad hefore voted against Bingley’s sub-
“ seription, and some other personal friends
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“ of Mr. Wilkes, who had been brought thither
“ for the purpose, amongst whom were his w0
‘¢ brothers, his attorncy, &c.

“ Jouyx Horxg.”
¢ July 10,”

This literary contest, as has heen alrcady
hinted, rendered Mr. Horne one of the most odi -
ous men in the kingdom. Respecting the justico
of the dispute, there can le little hesitation ;
but, in regard to its impolicy, no doubt what-
ever can be now entertained. It s but candid
to confess, that My. I{orne did not sueceed in his
atiempt to expose Mr. Wilkes to the imulti-
tade, for he became more popular than ever,
and that, too, in consequence of the opposition
to his career.

That gentleman, indeed, although. his ta-
lents and learning were far inferior, yet, by
means of superior skill,,and a more intimate
-kunowledge of mankind, appears, on the whole,
to have foiled his adversary. By stoutly denying
some, and artfully parrying other charges
agaiust his character, be continued to confuse
and perplex the whole business; and althongh
Mr. Horue had most, if not all the respectable
men op his side, yet the public at Jarge, which
is seldom capable of eutering into a minute
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and Ia.borious investigation, after being some
time bewildered in the maze of a prolonged
periodical correspondence, -at length declared,
fully and unequivocally, in behalf of Mr. Wilkes.
On the whole, it may be questioned whether
this contention did not rather tend to hurt
than to serve the public cause;, while their
common enemies rejoiced at a quarrel, which,
by dividing,. weakened their party, and, for a
time at least, subjected both of the cham-
_pions to the animadversions, and even to ‘the
ridicule of the public.
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CIIAPTER VIL

1771.

Ar. Horne takes.a Dcgree at Cambridge—on
his rveturn, he advocates the Cause of the
Printers.— Result.

BUT otwithstanding the frequent public
- contests of the subject of these memoirs had
‘engrossed much of his time, and nearly ruined
his fortune, they did not render him unmind-
ful of academical honours. e accordingly
repaired to Cambridge, i 1771, and .became v
candidate for the degree of master of arts.

On this, as on all stmilar occasions, his poli-
tical creed proved highly injurious to his pre-
tensions 3 for Mr. Paley opposed  the. very mo-
derate claims,” now urged, in consequence of
his disapprobation of some violnt passages in
" the recent correspondence “with Mr. Willies,~
This geuntleman, aiteswards so eminent in the lite-
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rary world, was supported by Mr. Hubbard, of .

Emanucl College; but, on the other hand,
the doctors Beadon and Jebb, both men of con-
siderable influcnce, stoutly contended, that Mr.
[Torne, while resident at St. John's College,
had conducted himself with great propriety,
and was distinguished alike by the ardour of his
genius and the purity of his morals.  He was
accordingly adnitted master of arts, notwith-
standing - Mr. Bromley, afterwards lord Mhim-
ford, had joined thetwo former in their dissent.

It was thus that he was obliged to fight every
inch of his way through the w hole course of a
long and busy life, wlmh, indecd, had become
almost one continual series of agitation and in-
quietude. But, on the other hand, it must
be allowed, that he acquired an accession of
strength by constantly contending against the
stream.  Continual opposition sharpened his wit
and talents, gave him at once a taste for, and
an ascendancy in business; nay, if we are to
belicve some, his disappointments were at length
rendered so frequent, as never to be anexpected,
and not always displeasing.

. In the spring of the sune year, Mr. Horne
was enabled to complett a project already al-
luded to, which he had for some time formed,
and always contemplated, as intimately connect-

YOL. 1. ’ Y
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ed with the safety of the constitution, and the
Tiberty of the press.  Of all inodern inventions,
that of Printing coufers the greatest honour
“on buman ingennity; and had either Guttem-
burgh or Fuustus becn natives of ancient
Greece, her cities might have once more con-
tended, asia the case of Homer, for the honour
of producing these eminent benefactors-of man-
kind. @ne of the chief v.:ﬂbrts of this art,
perhaps, consists of a wewspaper, composed,
printed, and circalated with such eelerity, that
a complete historical register of all the oc-
currences of one day is regnlarly exhibited on
the breakfast-table of the sneceeding one. .
These periodical productions seemn to have
originated with modern liberty and commerce,
on the shores of the DMediterranean, and to
have been introduced into this part of Ea-
rope in consequence of the desaltory inroads
of the French iuto Italy.  All the neighbouring
states appear to have been enlightened, and every-
government occasionally alarned, by such a novel
specics of communication. As much, however,
depends on the geniuns of the nation and the
character of the reigning prince, the indiscri-
minate publication of & loose sheet, ‘ander the
Louse of Tudor, would have been considered as
sowmething approaching to treason — for that
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was’ the term theu aflixed to every thing ob-
noxious. During the reign of Henry VH it
might have oumsumally interfered with his right
to the crown; in that of Uenry VIII, with
his disputes with the pope ; while, in the times
of Mary and Elizabeth, both of whom bad
been  declared bastards by act of parliament,
not only the legitimacy of their own birth,
lmt the alternate preponderance of the Catholic
and Protestant religions, might have heen deeply
affected by the periodical press.

The accession of the house of Stewart pxu—
sented a new and a memorable epoch.  The snc-
cession to the throne was iucontestible; while the
charch of England was decidedly predominant.
"The people, too, had become opulent and in-
telligent; and knowledge of all kinds was culti-
vated and diffused with equal assiduity and sue- |,
cess. It was preciscly at this period that
newspapers hegan to be circulated; in the suc-
cecding reign theit ascendancy was indeed felt,
but it was not until the Revolation, that they
may be said to have taught the people both to
think and to act rationully., The first paper;
perbaps, priuted in England, wade its appear-
ance in 1588: the disputes between ‘Charles I
and the commons, produced the ¢ Diurnal Oc-
currences of Parliament,” the ¢ Mercuries,” and

- Y3
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a variety of similar works, which were usually
published twice a week. In 1696, no fewer
than nine weckly newspapers made their ap-
pearance; and the “ Orange Intelligencer,” so
ealled out of compliment to king William, is
supposed to have heen the first daily paper cir-
culated subsequently to his election to the
throne., The men of letters, who at once
- adorned and eulightened the Auvgustan age of
“queen Anne, diffused-a taste for Jearning of all
kinds; and, during the subsequent dlhpllt(!b, re-
lative to the claims of the Stuart race, the house
of Brunswick undoubtedly derived great and me-
morable advantages from a free press. It was
not, however, until the time of the sccond George,
that periodical works hegan to produce a deci-
sive effect on domestic politics; when the “ Dra-
pier’s Letters,” written by Swift, liberuted Ire-
Jand from the imposition of patent money, then -
frequently denominated her *copper chains;”
while lord Bolingbroke, Caleb I Anvers, and a
few eminent writers, by means of the  Crafts-
man,” gave a mortal stab to the aduninistration
of sir Robcrt Walpole, and prevented the com-
pletion of a general excise.

Pat it was not until the commencement of the
present reign, that the ephemeral specios of com-
Position, now alluded to, became a general,
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speedy, and, popular mode of communicatioy.
The power and influence of this ‘important
brauch of a free press was then conspicnous to
all; for the‘question of general warrants, the
varions prosccutions  dirccted  against M.
Wilkes, and the- grand contest relative to the
Middlesex election, tended not a little to raise
the importance of a newspaper, and soon yen-
dered it a most formidable weapon, when wiclded
by skilful hands. At that peried, however,
there were not, as now, near a dozen of morning
prints, which settle the political faith of the
day, aud teach their readers how to wulk, hoth -
safc and steady, by means of “paper leading
strings.” ‘The Public Advertiser, because it was
supposed to be perused daily at court, consti-
tuted the arena in which the literary combatants,
usually encountered each other, under the im-
mediate eye of majesty; and the correspondence
of such men as sir W l"lalll Draper, Junius,
Wilkes, Chnrchill, L]ovd, and Horne, tended
not a little to confer celebrity on this species of
compocltlon.

Oné grand feature of our modern periodical
press, wag, however, still wanting. This was
the publication of the debates in fmr]imnent, in
an authentic forwm, and with the names of the
respective speakers anuexed.  That, indeed, had
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been frequently attempted, but under a variety
of great-und obvions disadvantages: for, to cn-
sure the safety of the editors, the parliament of
Great Britain was supposed to be an ancient
senate, and the great men of that day were de-
signated by the Roman names of Brutus, Cassius,
Cicero, Crassus, &c. Mr. Guthrie, a laborious,
rather than an able writer, together with Dr. Sa-
muel Johnson, a name scarcely sccond to any
in English literature, endeavoured to improve
on this plan. Accordingly, in 1740, the latter
began to communicate the debates in the “sem
nate of Lilliput,” by means of the Gentleman’s
Magazine; but his materials were scanty; and,
being seldom present himsclf, he trusted to the
memory of others, who sometimes brought him
the leading poiuty of the discussion, together
with the substance of the specches of the most
eminent statesmen of that day, Fearful of
bringiog down parliamentary vengeante on his
own head, and that of the pul,ln-hcr he seldom
or never qsﬂgncd an oration {0 any p.utlc\lhu
individual, but contented himsclf with giving a

catalogue of names at the end of the debate,
arranged so0 as to discoyer those who advocated
cither side of the question. An aceurate. ac-
count of the divisious, the numbers of those w ho
voted, the lists of proxies, and the copies of the
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protests in the louse of lords, now communi-
cated with such extraordinary acclracy, were
scldom, it ever, attempted at that period. -

When materials were wanting, the doctor
himself acknowledges that he was unccustomed
to supply the deficiency from the store-house of
his own imagination; and as he became “ first
régulal’, and then piouns,” towards the latter end
of his life, this political frand occasioned u great -
deal of uneasiness; for, as he ingenuously con-
fessed, he was accustomed to incline the balance
of argumnent, so as to lean in favour of the fory
party, which he himself constantly espoused.

In the progress of time, however, greater
liberties appear to have becn taken with the
privileges of the kouse of commons at least; for,
at the commencement of the present reign, it
was not unusual to publish the spceches of its
membhers occasionally; but the same precaution
was then used, as with the lists of bankrupts of
that day, it being custamary to give only the
initial and final letters of the name, with a
between. .

At leogth, on the struggle that took place,
relative to the Middlesex election, which soon
swelled into such importance as to assume the
air “of a national coutest, the curiosity of the
public was first gratified by a series of regular

.
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debates; doubtless iuferior, both in point of
Iength and® accuracy, to those of the present

ddy, although, at that period, they were con-

sidered to be a wonderful cflort of human inge-

ruity.  Nor ought it to be here omitted, that all
such publications were expressly probibited by

a standing order of the house of cqmmons; and,
although this was sometimes infringed with im-

punity, far greater delicacy continued to be ob-

served, in respect to another branch of the legis-

lature; where the occasional presence of the

king ; the constant view of the throne; the full

dresces of the Jords of parliament, who then

made their appearance in rolled stockings,

swords, and tie-wigs; together with the me-

nacing attitude of the usher of the black rod;

seemed but too well calculated to deter from a

practice, - which has since obtained, with so

much advantage to the public, and so little de-
triment to the honour and dignity of either

" house.

Such appears to have been the exact state of
the periodical press, when the publication of
the controversy rclative to Mr.Wilkes, by exciting
-general re§entinent against, gave umbrage to the
winisters; and produced an jmportant event,
some of the particulars of which, I am now en-
abled to dctail, in an anthentic manner, by
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means of a note, penned soon after a conversa-
tion with the subject of the present memoirs.
The veneral:le Mr.Onslow, who had for many
years filled the speaker’s chair, and was still
alive, being consulted ou this subject, declared
the publication of the debates, “ to be a modern
practice, completely unprecedented, and in di-
reet violation of the privileges of the house of
commons.”  Wholly unmindtul of the growing
wealth, as well as the fucreasing knowledge and
curiosity of the peaple, he constdered this to be
an cxpress inroad on the constitution itself, that
had never heen heard of in his better davs; and,
as he was a great stickler for order, decorum, and
all that oflicial regularity, which he had been so
long acccustoned to, he gave it as his decided
opinion, that this flagrant infringement of the
orders of the honse ought instantly to draw
down the vengeance of the commons of Eng-
laud. Accordingly, in the course of a week,
his own nephew, the knight of the shire for the
county of Surrey, moved a serics of resolutions ¥,

q

#* Resolved, * That it is an indiguity to, and a breach of,
the privileges of this house, for any person to presume to
give, in writtcu or printed newspapors, any accounts, or

_minutes of the debates, or other proceedings of the Liouse, or

of any committee thereof s .
“ That, upon discovery of the authors, printers, or
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declaratory of these principles, which were una-
nimously assented to.

This instantly operated as an clectrie shock,
not only to the members of the opposition, who
did mnot like to oppugn regulations, which were
mercly an echo of former orders, but also to all
such as had asserted the freedom of clection and
the cause of Mr. Wilkes : at this period,.a nume-
rous, turbulent, and powerful hody. ,

While some were alarmed and others ap-
palled,, Mr. Ilorne, as usnal, was roused into
cnergy and action. He thought, that the pub-
Jicity of the debates operated as a powerful
and salutary check on persons and paruce- and
Jie was also of opinion, that the people at large

publishers, of any such written or printed newspapers, the
house will.proceed against the ofienderawithtbe utmost seve-
vity.”

‘The following resolution of the house of commons was
tl.xcn, and still contivues, on vheir journals:

« April, 13, 173%, vol. xxiii, p. 148.

Resolved, « ‘That it is an bigh indiguity to, and a noto-
rious violation of; the privilcges of this hovse, for any news-
writer, in letters, or other papers, (as minutes, of under any
other denomination,) or fer any printer or publisher of any
printed newspaper, of any denomination, to presume to -
sert in said Jetters or papers, or to give therein, any ac-
connt of the debutes, ov other proceedings of this house, o
way committecs theroof, as well during ethe 1icess, as the
siing of parlinment; and that this hovse will proceed with
the utmost #everity against such offendera.”
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had a right to be acquainted with the conduct
and opinions of their representatives. In ad-
dition to this, he conceived that a fair oppor-
tmity was now aftorded, not only of vindicating,
‘but extending the liberty of the press; and
took his measures accordingly for this purpose.

Imeg conxu]ted with the heads of the Shel-
burne and Rockmghum parties, then out of
place, he readily obtained the promise of ussist-
ance and support.  On this, he searched for, and
discovered a printer, Tesolute enongh to act in de-
fiance of the late resolutions of one hounsc of
parliament, and determined, by his means, to
carry his p]an into immediate e\ccutwn. But
the opposition, afier more mature deliberation,
retracted, being afraid of a defeat on the one
hand, and alarmed, perhaps, on the other; at
the introductiom of an engive, which might here-
after prove d.mbewus to themselves when mi-
nisters.

Not in the least dismayed by this desertiom, -
which was officially cammonicated by colonel
Barre and Mr. Townsend, the’ anthor of the
project determined to persevere.  Accordingly,
gonfiding solely to the intrepidity of some of
the city magistrates, whom he had sounded on
the occasion, Mr. Horne prevailed on the
proprietors of the two newspapers, called the

N \
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« Gazetteer,” and the “ Middlesex Journal,” to
violate the resolutions of the house, at the he-
ginning of the year 1771, by giving the debates
as usual. :

On this, as had heen forescen, the commons,
in support of their own dignity, commenced a
scries of procecdings, which shall be here given,
in an authentic form, from their own jonrnals.

“ February 8, 1771.—Complaint being made
to the house, of the printed newspaper, in-
tituled, ¢ The Guzetteer and New Daily Ad-
vertiser,’ Friday, Feh. 8, 1771, printed for R.
Thompson, and also of the printed newspaper,
intitaled, ¢ The Middlesex Journal, or Chroni-
cle of Liberty,’ from Tuesday, February 5, to
Thursday, February 7, 1771, printed for J.
Wheble, as misrepresenting the specches, and
reflecting on several of the mwembers of this
house, in contempt- of the order, and in hreach
of the privilege of this housc : .

« Ordered, That the said R. Thompson do
attend this house upon Monday moming next;

“ Ordered, That the said J. Wheble do at-
tend this honse upon Monday morning next.”

As the printers did not obey this summons,
a second was issued on the 11th of February, a
third on the 14th, and a fourth on the 21st;
it being at the same time resolved, -¢ That
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the service of the said order, by leaving a
copy of the same at the usual place of abode
of the above-named printers, be deemed equal to
personal service, and be good service.” s they
still  proved contumacious, the messengen
was called in, and, on his examination, re-
‘ported, that being informed repeatedly by
their servants they were not at home, he had
showed the original orders for the attendance
of their respective masters, and left copies of
the same with them: On this, it wus resolved,
“That the said John Wheble and R. Thomp-
son he, for this contempt, in not obeying the
orders of , this house, for their attendance on
the honse this day, tuken into custody of
the serjeant at arms, or his deputy, attending
this house.” .

On the 4th of March, the deputy serjeant
at arms being called in to give an account of the
service of the orders of the hounse of Tuesday
last, stated, that, although he had been several
times at the respective places of abode of
John Wheble and R. Thompson, and had made
‘diligent search after them, in order to take them
into custody, he had not been able to meet with
cither of them. On this, it was e

« P\esolvcd Thut an huwble uddress be pre;
sented to his majesty, that he will be gracionsly



[ 4

354 LIFE OF JONN HORNE TOOKE. 1771

pleased to issne his royal proclamation for ap-
prehending J. Wheble and R. Thompson, with a
promise of reward for the same.” And on the
7th, Mr. Ouslow reported, that their address of
Monday last had been presented to his majesty,
and that his majesty had been graciously
pleased to give directions accordingly.

"This proceeding, as had been anticipated, occa-
sioned many severe animadversions, it being ela-
morously maintained, on the onehand, that the
coustituents possess the right of being fully in-
formed of the conduct of their represcutatives in
parliament; while, on the other, it wasasked,whe-
ther the privileges of the commons extended so
far as to trench on the personal freedom of
such of the subjects at Lu’gc as did not apper-
tain to their house, or come under their im-
mediate jurisdiction? ' Even someé’ of those at-
tached to the wministry hlamed their condudt
upon this occasion ; Mr. Morecton, chwf justice
of Chestcr, and attorne)-genoml to the quecn,
baving loudly protested against it; while lord
Mansfield is said to have doubted of its va-
lidity. ‘

Meanwhile, it was not only deemed illegal -
by Mr. Horne, bmt he found means to convince
others that ‘these measures pught not to be car-
ried into exceution.  Having apphcd to the
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city magistrates to protect the priuters, who
resided within their juvisdiction, the aldermen
Sawbridge and Townsend, both members of
the house, declined their intervention. Even
Mr. Wilkes himself was at fivst appalled at
the idea of opposing the resolutions of the
commons, aided by the proclamation of the
crown; and wounld mot promise his support.
No sooner, however, did he learn that Brass
Croshy, then lord mayor, and Mr. alderman
Oliver, had solemniy engaged, to the vicar of
Brentford, to vindicate the liberty of the press,
than be volunteered his services, and acted
throughout with equal spirit and ability.

In the course of,a fow duys, a person was
procured to arrest Mr. Wheble, in compliance
with the royal proclamation, and the proceed-
ings, on this occasion, are here detailed from.
the rota-book of the corporation.

« Guitdhall, March 15, 1771.

¢ John Wheble, the publisber of the ¢ Mid-
dlesex Journal, was this day brouglit before
Mr. alderman Wilkes, at Guildhall, by Ed:,
ward Twine Carpentcr, a priuter, heing appre-
hended by him in consequence of a pro(,lmu.t~ ‘
tion in the London Gazctte of ‘mturdu), the 9th
of March instant; but the said E. Twine Car-
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penter not having any other reason for appre-
hending the said Mr. Whelle, than what ap-
peared in that proclamation, the said Mr.
Wheble was discharged; and then the said
Myr. Wheble charged Carpenter for assaulting
and unlawfully iwmprisoning him; and on his
making oath of the offence, and entering into
Ta recognizance to prosecilte Carpentcr, at the
next sessions in London, Carpenter was order-
ed to find sureties to answer for this offence,
which he did, himsclf being bound «in forty
pounds, and his two sureties in twenty pounds
cach, and was therezpon discharged.”

As ‘Curpenter requested a certificate of his
Laving apprchended Mr. Wheble, the same was
immediately granted by the same magistrate;
but, on application to the treasury, for the reward
of fifty pounds, a direct negative was immediately
given.  Mr. . Fhompson, on being also appre-
Liended, was carvicd before Mr, alderman Oli-
ver, the same day, and discharged.

Thus far, two magistrates had acted with
impunity, when an attempt was made to arrest
two of their fellow-citizens, in couformity to
the royal mandate; but the authority of the
house of commons had not hitherto heen direct-
ly questioned. This, however, became. a sub-
Ject of discussion, before three magistrates, in the
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couwrse of the same day; a warrant- having
heen issued, nnder the spea aker's hand, and an
attempt made to exveute it, within the juris-
diction of the city, on a third printer.

On complaint being made at™ the mansion
Jhouse, that endeavours had been used to scize
and detain Mr. John Miller, a freeman of Lon-
don, by a warrant uuder the authority of the
house of counnons, and that, in consequence
of resistance, violence had ensued, the lord
mayor, and two aldermen, immediately ordered
the officer hefore them. After an examination,
in the usual manuer, the assault being fully
proved, by competent witnesses, the lord mayor
Crosby, who presided, insisted on.committing
the essenger of the house of commons to
one of the J«llls for the same; and the follow-
ing mittimus was accordingly made out for this
purpuse, which was after warda sq,ned by the
three magistrates.

“To all and cvery the constables und otlier
officers of the peace for the city of London,
and the liherties thereof, whom these may
concern, and to the keeper of VVood Street
Comptcr. ’
London to wit, .

“ These are, in his majesty’s name, to com-
mand you, and every of you, forthwith, safcly

vor. 1 . Z
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to convey and deliver into the custody of the
said keeper, the body of William Whitham, be-
ing charged before us, three of his majesty’s
justices of the peuace in and for the said city
and liberties, by the oaths of John Miller, Henry
Page, John Topping, and Robert Page, for as-
saulting and unlawfally imprisoning hini’ the
said John Miller, in breach of his said ma-
Jesty's peace; whom you, the said keeper, are
hereby required to receive, and him in yoyr cus-
tody sufely keep, for want' of sureties, until he
shall be discharged by dune course of law; and
for your so doing, this shall be to you, and to each
of you, a sufficient warrant.
“ (jiven under our hands and seals this
" inth day ‘of March, 1771. .

 Brass Crossy, Mayor, L. s.

 Joun WiLKES, L. 8.

* Ricarp OLIVER, L. s.”

Oy percciving the magistrates dotermined to
comwit the messenger of the hause of commons,
Mr. Clementson, deputy serjeant at arms now
interposed, and offered bail for the future ap-
pearance of the supposed culprit, which was ac-
cepted with -sceming reluctance on the part of
the lord mayor. After this, he immediately
made an official report of what bad occurred ;
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and sir Fletcher Norton, who filled the chair at
that period, with great dignity, soon after com-
municated the particulars.  The house was of
course astonished at this most unespected op-
position to its orders. The mauner in which
the warrant of their speiker bad been treated,
filled the members’ with indignation: the threat
to commit one of their. oflicers, appeared bighly
offensive; and the humiliation of being obliged
to give bail, to prevent him from being im-
prisoned in Newgate, or the Poultry Cowpter,
proved mortifying in the extreme.

It was an astonishing circumstance in-
deed, that the commons of England, who had .
so often punished the ministers of the crown;
and but a little more than a century before, had
contended with, and overcome, a king of Eng-
Yand, should now be braved by threc justices of
the metropolis! and it would -have been still
more homiliating, had they known what was
really the fact, that the whole had been planned
and contrived hy a country parson, who had left
the incre execution alone to the lord mayor and
two. pldermen of the city of London.

The following authentic account, extracted
from the journals, will convey the best idea of

' %9 "
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the proeccedings of this branch of the legislature,
upon the present occasion.
« Honse of Commons, 19" dic Mareit, 1771,

“ The honse of commouns having ‘ycstér(lay
received information, that one of the messen-
gers of this house, after he had arrested John
Miller, by virtue of the warrant of the speaker
of the house of commons, to answer for a con-
tempt of the said housé, was carried by a con-
stable, upon a charge made by the said messen-
ger, by the said John Miller, for an assault and
false imprisonment made upon the said John
Miller, in the said warrant, before Brass Cros-
by, esq., lord mayor of the city of London,
where John Wilkes, esq. and alderman, and Rj-
“chard Oliver, esq: and alderman, were present.

‘s When the depnty serjeant at arms, attend-
ing tliis house, acquainted the ‘said magistrates,
that - the snid arvest of the suaid Johu Miller
was made by the said messenger, under a war-
rant signed by the speaker of the house of com-
mons ; which warrant was then prodaced, and
shown to the saidmagistrates, and it wasdemanded
of them, that the said messenger should be dis-
charged, and the said John Miller be delivered
up to the custody of the said messenger; and
that the said lord mayor, John Wilkes, esq.,
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and Richard Oliver, esq., after sneh information
and demand as aforesaid, signed a warrant for
_ the commitment of the said mes-enger to the
Compter, for the said supposed assault and false
imprisonment of the said John Miller, and
obliged the said messenger to enter into a re-
cognizance for his appearance at the next
gnarter sessions of the peace to be held for the
city of London, to auswer to such indictments
as should then be fonnd against him for the
said supposed assault and fa]se imprisoument.

“ Ordered, That Brass Crosby esq., Jord
mayor, do attend in his place to-mo-row morn-
ing.

“ Ordered, That John Wilkes, esq., an al-
. derman of the city of London, do attend this
house to-morrow morning. '

““ Ordered, That Ru.hard Oliver, 'ﬂdum'm,
do attend in his place to-morrow morning.

“ (Signed) - -
¢ J. Hatserr, Cl. Don. Lom.

The lord mayor and Mr. alderman Oliver
having obeyed this summons, frankly acknow-
ledged the accusation against them, but. evinced
no signs of fear, repentance, or contrition. On
this, they were committed by the speaker’s war-
rant, to the Tower of London, the house being
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apprehensive lest the other magistrates of the
. corporation should cither liberate or refuse to
receive them, had they heen sent to Newgate.
As to Mr. Wilkes, instcad of complying with
the summons, he transmitted the following letter.

“TO THE RIGHT HON. SIR FLETCIIER NORTON,

“ SPEAKER OF THI: HOUSE OF COMMONS.

“ sim,

¢ 1 this moruing rcceived an order command-
“ing my attendance this day in the honse of
#¢ commons. [ observe, that no notice is tuken
*“of me, in your order, as a member of the
* house, and that I am not required to attend in
“ my place. Both these circumstances, accord-
“ ing to the gettled l'orm,.ought to have been .
“ mentioned in my case ; and I hold them ab-
“ solutely indispensable.

“ In the name of the frecholders of M«ldle-
“ gex, I again demand my scat in parliament,
“ having the honour of being freely chosen, by'
“ avery great majority, one'of the representatives
“ of the said codnty. 1 am ready to take the
-¢ oaths prescribed by law, and to give in my
¢ qualification as knight of the shire. ,

* When 1 have been-admitted to my scat, I
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“will immediately give the honse the most
“ exact detail, which will necessarily compre-
“hend a full justification of my conduct rela-
“tive to the late illegal proclamation, equally
“ injurious to the honour of the ¢rown and the
“rights of the subject, and likewise the whole
“ husiness of the printers.

“ I have acted entirely fram a sense of duty
“ to this great uty whose franchises I am sworn
“ to maintain, and to my country, whose noble
 constitation I reverence, aud whose liberties,
¢ at the price of my hlood, Yo the last moment

“ of ny life, I will defend and support.

« [ am, sir,
¢ Your humble servant,
« JonN WiLKEs.”

"This spirited conduct, on the part of Mr,
Wilkes, enabled him to foil and elude all the
power, talents, and wisdom of that bouse, of
which he claimed to be & member,  On ieceiv-
ing the above letrer, which was immediately
read from the chair, a new order was made.out
for his attendance on the? ensumg Monday : on
the expiration of that period, without any
symptom of compliance on his part, the suin-
Tions was renewed for “the th d.xy of Apnl
uext;” and, as it was well known, that he would
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not appear in any other capacity than that of
knight of the shire for the connty of Middlesex,
the house, to prevent its aunthority from heing
thns- outraged any Jonger, deemed it prudent,
on the 30th of Mar(h, to “adjourn to Tues-
day scvenniglit, the 9th day of April next,”
partly to conceal his disohedicnce from the pub-
lic, and prevent such a humiliating example
of contumacy ﬁom appcarmg on their own
Jjournals.

At this period, several members of the oppo-
sition questioned the jurisdiction of one branch
of the legislature.  But, hoth on this occasion
~and in the proceedings relative to the Middle-
sex election, Mr. Fox, who had just entered into
~ public life, and then held a place as comnis-
sioner of the treasury, stoutly coutended for the
privileges of the commons; and, allading to
the namerons petitions on the table, rashly as-
serted, ¢ that Be kuew nothing of the people,
-but’ throngh the medium of their representatives
there assembled.” "This position, which. his
riper judgment afterwards disavowed, rankled
“for years in the breasw of Mr. Horne, and con-
tinued to ‘operate with cffcct through a large
" portion of his life. Mr. Wilkes, too, was actn-
afed by a similar resentment, and neither of -
ﬂxem could ever be prev nlul upon to unite
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cordiz'llly with this cclebrated statesman, cven
after he had abjured all the political prejudices
of his carly life.

Mcanwhile the house, incensed at the violation
of its dignity, by twe of its own acknowiedged
members, at the instigation of the ministry, de-
termiried to proceed to extremitics. Accordingly,
after the minutes bad been expunged from the
city register*, the lord mayor Crosby, and
Mr. alderman Oliver, who had attended in their
places, were committed to the Tower, where they
were kept prisoners during the remainder of that
session of parliament, and at the end of that
period liberated, amidst the applauses and ho-
nours conferred on them by their fellow citizens,
the corporation having voted their thanks at
the same time, and presented them with gold
bo\es, as memorials of their estcem. A large
portion of the nation, also, testified their appro-
. bation: and so strongly did‘the current of popu-
larity then run, that they were hailed as men
who had at once vindicated fhe privileges of the
city and the ﬁccdom of the press. ‘

* « By mere vnolenco, and without the shadow of right,
they have Exruncep the record of a judicial proceedmg
Nothing reinained bt to ttribute to their owri vote a power
of stopping the wholo distribation of criminal and civil justice.

Lord Chatham very properly called this the act of u Mon,
not of a senate.” Jvu‘ms, yol. ii, p. 160,
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As for Mr. Wilkes, it has been already seen,
how the house had been reduced to the necessity
of a subterfuge, in order to allow him to escape
with impunity*. He thus obtained fresh ac-
cessions of applause, and, towards the conclusion
_of 1775, on resigning the office of lord mayor,
he not only mentioned Lis own-conducton this oc-
casion with exultation, but boasted, that.he had,
in the course of that very year, threatened to
commit a mcessenger of the house of lords to
Newgate, for similar illegal proceedings-j-.

Nor onght it to be forgotten, that Messrs.
Whelide, Thompson, and Miller, were never then
or afterwards seized, prosecuted, or punished,
for their conduct upon this occasion; while the
sheriffs of London, in 1772, stated, in an address

* <« Upon their own -principles they should have c\)mnuued
Mr. Wilkes, who had been guilty of a greater offence than
even the lord mayor or alderman (Oliver.  But, after re.
peatedly ordering him to attend, they at last adjourved be-
yond the day appoiuted for his attendance; and, by this mean,
pmful evasion, gave up the point. Such is the. furce of con-
scious guilt.” o : T Jumus,

+7 he bouse, in consequence of a complaint on tlie part of
Jovd Lytileton, against Mr. Kendall, a citizen of London, for
disrespectful words, ordered the lauer, unkeard, to be taken
jato custody, '

The gentleman isher of the black rod (sir F. Molyneux)

“vepaired to the city, but finding the lord inayor Wilkes was

prepared to commit him (ur » breach of the peace, he thought
Jproper o retreat.
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to the livery, ¢ that the house of commons had
tacitly acquicsced in the claim made by wany of

our worthy fellow citizens for the public at large,

that the constituents have a right to be informed

of the proceedings of their servants in parlin- -
ment. . Several honest printérs,” they are pleased
to add, “ in defiance of their illegal orders, gave
the public all the particulars of their proceedings
during the last session, proceedings which the
house prudently endeavoured to hide in a dark-
ness suited to their-deeds.

“’The same persons who asserted our rights
during the last, have, through the present session,
continued the exereise of it in its fullest extent.
Notwithstanding the report of “the committee’
was in capress terms, that the house should
order, that J. Miller be taken into custody of the
serjeant at arms, the said Miller is still at large,
and still continues the severest attacks upon
them by faithfully publishing their proceedings;
still braves their indignation,'nd sleeps sccure
in the city.” )

Nor was this all; for, notwithstanyling the
house had expressly ordered, * that no prose-
cution, snit, or procceding, be commenced or
carried on, for or on account of the said pre-
tended assault or false imprisomnent;” yet the
yecognizances were delivered to tho  quarter
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sessions at Guildhall, and the grand jury actually
found bills of indictment against William Whi-
tham, the messenger, who had endeavoured to
enforce the speaker’s warrant, and Edward Twine
Carpenter, a printer, who tried to carry the
proclamation into effect. On this, it was
decmed proper, on the part of the officers of the
crown, to rcmove these two causes, by cerfi-
orari, into the court of King'’s Bench.

All legal pxocecdmgs were soon' after sus-
pended, however, by a rule to show cause, why
a noli prosequi, on the part of the attorney-ge-
neral, should not be entered up? Ou this, the
printers, at the instigation of Mr. Hore, em-
ployed Mr., afterwards serjeant Adair, as their
counscl on the occasion. This gentleman, ac-
cordingly, in parsuance of notice, attended Mr.
attorney-general Delgey, May 17, 1771, to show
cause; and after the indictment, and an affidavit
on the part of the defendant had been read, deli-
vered along and leggned argument on this subject.

Mt. Adair, who, for his' conduct on this and
similar occasions, soon after ohtained the oﬁ‘lce‘
of recorder of London, concluded by questioning
the power of the commons to issue such a war- -
rant as that under colour of which - Mr.
Miller had been apprehended; and quoted the
11th of Ileury V1, c. 11, to prove that the ay-
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thority of an act of parliament was deemed ne-
cessary to punish an assault on the person of a
member. e added, that the warrant, signed

“ Fletcher Norton, speaker,” under colonr of,

which Mr. Whitham acted, was for taking Mr.

Miller into the cnstody of the serjeant at arms,

or his deputy ; and Mr.Whithaw'is described, in
the direction of the very same warrant, to he
neither the 'one nor the other of these. '

‘I'he attorney-general, however, proved inex-
orable, resting the defence of his conduct solely
on the question: how far it is fit ‘the king
should be a prosecutor of a servant of the house
of commons, in the exertion of a privilege which
they now claim, which they bave claimed, and
have been actually in possession of for ages?
“ The noli prosequi,” he observed, * is called a
prerogative right of she crown; it amounts. to
no more than this, that the king makes his elec-
tion, whether be will continue or not to be the
prosccntor on an indictment, and the noli pro-
sequi is entered in the same words in case of
the crown as of a private person. The entry
upon the record is exactly the same by the at-
‘torney-gencral ps by a plaintiff, upon record, in
any civil sat.”

Mpr. Adair, in his rejomdor, observed, that, in
a prosecution by indictment, the cxown was not
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solcly concerned; and, .in order to make the
case exactly similar with that of a private per-
son, it should be un information, ex-officio, or
any other prosecution at the suit of the crown.
In the present instance, it was the samne in ef-
fect, thoungh not in form, as if the king sent
his mandate, and said the prosccution should
not go on: it was tantinount to the granting of
a pardon.

Thus, by the manly eflorts of a bold and
daring individual, neither clothed in the garh of
Justice nor the senatorial rohe, destitute of all
the influence usually derived from a large for-
tune, and sopported by nothing but talents
and perseverance alone, was this great question
decided in favonr of popular rights. The mere
nominal trivmph, indeed, was apparcutly on the
side of the house of commons; bot the result
proved cntirely in favour of tho liberty of the
press: for, from that moment, the dgbates have
been published without interruption, and now
aford a constant, innocent, and cdifying amuse-
ment to the nation at large, as well as a great
increase to jts revenues. In process of time,
the house of lords, also, silently conceded the
point, and the late Mr. William \Voodfnll in-
formed me, that he first published its dobates
on the appearance of the bill for embankivg the
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river, and erecting the noble terrace now m]led
the Adelphi; at which pcrlod his slumbers were
discomposed by nightly visions of Newgate, yeo-
men-ushers, and serjeants at arms. Escaping
as if by miracle, he persevered, and finally at-
tuined considerable reputation. This eminent
reporter was succceded, in both houscs, by gen-
tlemen, not only possessing more retentive me-
mories, but also better cultivated minds,,who
usually clothe the ideas of the wembers in ele-
gant language, and insert all the learned guo-
tations with classical fidelity and critical cor-
rectuess. ‘



CHAPTER VIiL:

1771,

Controversy witk me"z}s. .

+ MR, HORNE, as we have aheady scen, was:
scarcely allowed time to breathe after his dis+
pute with Wilkes, when: he'was forced to struggle’
for a degree, Which would assurcdly have heen
" eonferred en 2 man of infefior talents -and less
celebuty, _thhout any opposition whwtsower.
On his retarn, in trmmph froin the university,
the llb(.l‘t.y of the' press, for 4 hmc occupied lns
attention; and- he wis now assailed anew, by
an arrowy shot from an uuknown hsmd “which
'was intended for-his deéstrnction; but it sud-
denly glanced from lus’bucklm, and that assault,
originally’ calculated for his humiliation and’ de-
feat, ' fimally ddded not & httle to his character”
and reputaumx as a literary cambatimt IR
Perhaps, this is the proper place, fon a short..
aocount of some of ‘the. men of letters of that
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day, who engaged in political controversy, and
cmployed their peus cither for or against the
administration. On theside of theopposition, was’
Robert Lloyd, a man of genins, who died carly
in life, but not until he had distinguished him-
self by a taste for poetry. He attucked the mi-
nisters, 110\\'ever, by meaus of prose, in which
he was less skilled: bat the - deadly enmities
arising out- of domestic feuds were but little
smtable to a mind possessed of great sensibility,
and addicted to the cultivation of the muscs.

e accordingly perished, an.udst the conflicts of
political hostility, after having engaged for some,
time as a writer against the court, and that, too,
at a period, and in a canse, when even’ the ne-
cessaries of life were not always secured by his
literary labours:

Charles Churchill, had already rendered him-
self celebrated as a satirist, by the publlcat!on
of the ¢ Rosciad,” in which he lashed many of
the heroes of the green room, with far better
success, than those he was afterwards pleased to
denominate the enemies of the state. He also
erived mote popularity from the * Prophecy of
Famine,” which gratified the ruling propeusity
of the English of that day, towards national
prejudice, than by any of his political papers.

Mr. Churchill heartily joined in depréciating

voL; L 2a
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the peace of Paris; and, under the names of
the “ Thane,” and “ Mortimer,” was equally
eager in his abuse of . the earl of Bute, both iu
prose and rhime.

Mr. Wilkes may be considered one of the
most successful writers of those times, on the
‘popular side of the question. The well merited
applause of the first Mr. Pitt had taught him, in
early life, to set a high value on his own talents,
A good education inspired him with a classical
taste, while an association with the best com-
pany gave a polish to his wit, which, in its
turn, transferred an edge and kecnness to his -
writings, that none of lm antagonists could cope

with,and bat few, forany length of time,withstand.

Philip Thicknesse, so famous afterwards for
his travels and his cccentricities, had been an
officer in his youth, and alterwards obtained the
appointment of . lieutenant-governor - of Land-
guard Fort. He wrote on the same side, under
the patronage of that great and good man, the
first lord Camden, and, with several others,
became proprietors of the Mlddlesex Journal,
for the express purpose of using it as a vehicle.
of attack against the administration of that day.

While these, and a host of anonymous writers,
abused every measure of the court with indiscrimni-
nate severity, they themsclves were occasionally
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assailed by the attorney-general, who, by means .
of ev-officio informations, which precluded the
intervention of a grand jury, brought down
ruin and misery on their devoted heads. In addi-
tion to this, their positions were combated, their
facts questioned, and their conclusions denied,
by a numbeér of able aid experienced writers; .
and itis no small proot of the utility, as well
us excellence of our coustitution, that both
parties, on this, ds on all similar occasions, af:
fected to appeal to the judgment and decision
of the people — thus rendering public liberty
more secure by their very contentions *.

Of the latter, Dr. Tobias Smollet, a Scotch-
man of some eminence, and possessed of various
attainments, had acquired considerable celebrity
by his novels, in which the scenes were some-
times indelicate, and the aim not always libe-
ral. The reputation thus obtained by fiction
was, in some measure, destroyed when he at-
tempted to delineate ficts; for he wrote a
history of England, without studiously investi-
gating ancient authorities, or carefully ana-
lysing the motives of human action.. But he
was a man, who, to a hwh sense of” hdnour,
is said to have added considerable talents, and
only wanted that leisure and opportunity, which

* Ex pugna monstrorum, libertas:
24A2

»
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wealth alone affords, to excel in every branclt
of science. Having, unhappily, relinquished
the profession. of medicine, he dipped his pen
in the gall of party-politics, and died in Italy,
at the age of fifty, after experiencing all the
infelicity but too frequently attendant on men of
genius.
 Dr. Francis, the translator of Ilorace and
Demosthenes, who embarked in the same cause,
proved more fortunate. He was patronised by
Jord Holland, who obtained for him a credit-
able rather than profitable appointment in
Chelsca ITospital : but he was enabled to make
a splendid provision for his son Philip, now
a_knight of the bath, who, after distingunish-
ing bimself during Mr.Hastings's administration
in the East, adopted a different side in poli-
tics, and whose talents, great, various, and
commanding, have been of late unfortunately
lost to his mative country in the obscurity of
private life. '
Mr. Malloch, ‘who, for the sake of musical
cadence, had changed his name to Malle¥, was
a native of the north. He had written a life
of Bacon, in which he is accused of having for-
‘gotten that his .anthor was a philosopher ; but
he obtained some celebrity by being associated
with his countryman, Thomson, in composing
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the ¢ Masque of Alfred,” for the entertainment
of the little conrt at Leicester House, during a
period when it affected popularity. He was also
honoured with the friendship of Pope, Swift,
and Bolingbroke, the last of whom hequeath-
ed to him his posthumouns works—a circam-
stance that produced the bitter and sarcastic re-
mark, from the pen of the orthodox Dr. John-
son, “ that a late nobleman had charged a
blanderbuss, with all manner of combustibles,
against the human race, and. that he dared
not let it off himself, but had hired a rascal to
pull the trigger.” .

Arthar Murphy, like Dr. Francis, was from
Ircland ; and, like Smollet, was generally em-
barrassed in respect to his finances.. By turns,
an actor, a barrister, a dramatic writer, and a
translator, he conducted a periodical work, in
opposition to the “ North Briton,” with but
equivocal success.  He, too, was patronised
by lord Holland, and occasionally paid for his
labours by means of a commission *.

* The author learned this circomstance from Mr. Murphy
himself, who, at the same time, told him, that having sold, to
the sun of a pawnbroker, an ensigncy in the late duke of
Richmond’s regiment, that nobleman attempted to trace
the fact home to his brother-in-law, with whom he was then
6n bad terms; and added, thot this eveut gave rise to the
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It was confidently asserted, by their oppo-
nents, that botb he and his coadjutors reccived
immense sums of money from the treasury, and
that the largesses conferred on them at least
equalled a German subsidy; but their lives and
their deaths equally confute this assertion, for
althongh they- were comparatively cconomical
in their expenses, they left little or nothing to
their heirs. Indced, but for the kinduess of
the Thrale family, to which he' had originally
introduced his friend. Dr. Johnson, and one or
two well-timed donations, from the discrimi-
nating liberality of the Literary Fund, the lat-
ter days of this gentleman would have heen cm-
bittered by the extremes of poverty and dis-
tress. ' ) ‘.

But the ministers found, perhaps, their most
uscful ally in Hogurth, an artist of ackuowledged
humour, and origiual genins.  Forgetting all the
ties of friendship, and truc to intercst alone,
by caricaturing the persons, and distorting the.
actions of their antagonists, he often exposed
thent to contempt 3 and, if his art did not extend '
to the vindication of their own conduct, yet he
contrived to blunt the shafis of their oppo-

insertion of all officers names in the gazette—a regulation
neyer before practised.
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nents, by means of the most exquisite ridicule.
The respectable profession of Churchill, and thie
unhappy physiognomy of Mr. Wilkes, alike ex-
posed themto the keenness of his graphic wit; and
even the talents and the virtaes of the first Wil-
liam Pitt did not always shield this great man
from the puny but successful vengeance exer-
cised by the graver of the king’s serjeaut-
painter. .
While the party-wr iters,.on both sndes, coms
bated each other with various success, and, by
turns, assailed, defended, ridiculed, and pane-
gyrised aull the great men of the day, a warrior,
with his visor pp; suddeuly entered the lists,
without disclosing either his name, or rauk,
and was fortunate enough to find a cavalier,
decked with a red riband, ready to break :
lance with him. Faving unborsed this knight of
the bath in the very first encounter, he by turns
attacked all the champions in the field, and the
earls of Bute and Mansfield, together with the
duke of Grafton, by turns felt the ‘effects of his
skill and intrepidity. Even majesty itself was
"'not sacred from his attacks; for he rudely
approachcd the throne, and, brandished his
weapons, in the faco of the soscrcign. The
cyes of all were instantly fixed upon him, and,
with loud shouts, demanded who he was? but
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he fought in a mask, under the feigned appel-
lation of Junius, which was proudly embla-
zoned on his banner, and, as he did not openly
wear the colours of any party, it is difficalt
to trace either bis person or his motives. Al-
though he levelled the most deadly blows with
impunity, and at times recurred to weapous
not always warranted by the courtesy of modern
warfare, vet his doom was already scaled, for
he was now stopped, in mid-career, and van-
«uished by the arm of a priest!

. The first letter, published by this celebiated
writer, was addressed to -the’ printer of the
¢ Public Advertiser,” and is dated January 21,
1769.  After depicting the situation of the
country in the most gloomy colows, and
condoling with the people on their fate, in ele-
gant and polished periods, which seemed to
give additional energy to his attack, he con-
cludes thus :— If, by the immediate. interposi-
tion of Providence, it were possible for us to es-
cape a crisis so full of terror and despair, pos-
terity will not ‘helieve the, history of the pre-
sent times. They will cither conclude, that
our distresses were imaginary, or that we had
the good fortune to be governed by men of
acknowledged integrity and wisdom: they will
‘not believe it possible, that their ancestors
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could have sorvived or recovered from so des- .
perate a condition, while a duke of Grafton was
prime minister, and lord North chancellor of
the exchequer; a Weymouth, and a Hillsho-
rough, secretaries of stute; a Granby, com-
mander-in-chief ; and a Mansficld, chief eriminal
Judge of the kingdom.” The replies of sir Wil-
Yiam Draper attracted fresh abuse on his own
friends, and acquired additional celebrity to this
writer, who was now complete master of the’
field, when, in a rash moment, he wantonly se-
lected from the throng, and attacked the subject
of these memoirs with an inusual degree of
rancour, malignity, and injustice. It was not
until his fiftcenth letter ¥, however, dated
July 9, 1771, that he mentioned this gentlexhan
with asperity; and it is no small proof of the
estimation in which his influence was then held,
that Mr. Horne’s supposed defection from the
public cause, and his alledged misconduct in the
vity, in opposition to Mr. Wilkes, constitated

* This is addressed to the duke of Grafton; and, being
written during the election for sheriffs of London, coutains
many pointed allusions to city politics,  Ou -that occasion,
Mr, alderman Oliver having refused to serve the office with
Wilkes, the latter immediately uvnited with Mr. aldermant
Bull, and obtained a large majority for himself and his col-
leagues. Messes. Plumbe and Kirkman were the ministerial
eandidates.
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the basis of the accusation. After mentioning
“his “new zeal,” in support of adnumstratlon, he
proceeds as follows :

“ The unfortunate success of the rev. Mr.
Horne’s endeavours in support of the ministerial
nomination of sheriffs, will, 1 fear, obstruct his
preferment. Permit me to recommend him to
your grace’s protection. You will find him co-
piously gifted with those qualities of the heart,
"which usunally direct you in the choice of your
friendships. He, too, was Mr. Wilkes’s friend,
and as incapable as you are of the liberal resent-
ment of a. gentleman. No, my lord—it was
the solitary, vindictive malice of a monk, brood-
ing over the infirmities of his friend, until he
thought they quickened into ‘public life, and
feasting with a rancorous rapture upon the sordid
catalogue of his distresses.” Now, let him go
back to his cloister.. The church is a proper
retreat for him. In his principles, he is already
2 bishop. The mention of this man has moved
me froin my natural moderation: let me return
to your grace; you are the pillow on. which I
am determined to rest all my resentments.”

An attack, at once so scandalous and so false,
on the person, principles, and profession of Mr.
Iorne, was not to be endured; and, althoagh
he was assailed from several quarters, and even
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bronght upon the stage by Mr. Foote, yet he im=
mediately resumed his pen, and replied in the
following letter, which attracted geueral notice,

« THE REV. J. HORNE TO JUNITS.

July 13, 1771,
€ sIR,

“ FARCE, comedy, and tragedy — Wilkes,
“ Foote, and Junius, united at the same time
 against one poor parson, are fearful odds. The
“ two former are only labouring in their voca-’
“ tion, and pay equally plead in excuse, that
*¢ their aim is a livelihood. T admit the plea for
#¢ the second ; his is an honest calling, and my
¢ clothes were lawful game; but I cannot so
* readily approve Mr. Wilkes, or commend him
~*¢ for making patriotism a trade, and a frandu-
“lent trade, But what shall I say to Junius,
“the grave, the solemn, the didactic! Ridi-
“ cule,'indeed, has been ridiculously called the
“ test of truth ;. but surely, to confess that you

“ lose your natural moderation when wention is

“ made of the man, docs not promise much

* truth or justice when you spe: 1k of him

)'oulaelf.

“ You charge me- with ‘a mew zcal in sup-
e port of administration,’ and with *“ endeavours
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“in support of the ministerial nomination of
‘ sheriffs.” The reputation which your talents
“have deservedly gained to the signature of
« Junius, draws from me a reply, which I dis-
¢ dained to give to the anonymous lies of Mr.
“ Wilkes. You make frequent use of the word
« gentle-man; 1 only call myself a man, and
¢ desire no other distinction: if you are either,
¢ you are hound to make good your charges, or
“ tc confess that you have done mc a lmsty n-
¢ justice upon no authority.
“ I put the matter fairly to issue.—1I say that,
“ so far from any ‘ new zeal in support of adni-
“ nistration,” I mn possessed with the utmost
“ abhorrence of their measures; and that 1
“ have ever shown mysclf, and am still ready, in
“ any rational manner, to lay down all'l have
« — my life—in opposition to those measures.
¢ 1 say, that I have not, and never'have had, any
“ communication or conncxion of any kind,
« directly or indirectly, with ‘any courtier or
< ministerial man, or any of their adherents; that
“ I never have received, or solicited, or expected,
“ or desired, or do now hope for, any reward of
¢ any sort, from any party or set of men in ad-
“ ministration or opposition: I say, that I never
“ used any ‘ endeavours in support of the mi-
“ pisterial nomination of sheriffs;’ that 1 did
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“ not solicit any one lwervm'm for his vote for,

any one of the candidates; nor emplov any
other person to solicit: and that I did not
write one single line or word in fayvour of
Messrs. Plumbe and Kirkman, whom I un-
derstand to-have been supported by the mi-
nistry.
“ You are bound to refute what I here ad-
rance, or to lose your credit for veracity ; vou
inust produce facts ; surmise and general abuse,
* in however elegant language, ought not to pass
for proofs. You have every ﬂd"'tntwe, and
I have every disadvantage: you are nnknown,
I give my name: all parties, both in and ont
of administration, have their reasons (which
I shall relate hereafter) for uniting in their
wishes against me: and the popular prejudice
is as strongly in your favour, as it is violent
agninst the parson.
“ Singular as my present situation is, it,is
neither painfol, nor was it unforeseen. e
is not fit for public business who does not-
even at his entrance prepare his mind for
5 such an ‘event. Health fortune, tumqml-
“lity, and private connexions, I have sacrificed
“upon the altar of the public; and the only
“return I receive, because I will not concur to
“ dupe and mislead a senseless multitude, is
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£ barely, that they bave not yet torn me in
« picces. That this has been the only re-
“ turn, is my pride; and a source of more real
« satisfaction than honours or prosperity. I
¢ can practise, before I am old, the lessons I
“¢ Jearned in my youth ; nor shall I ever forget
“ the words of iy ancient monitor:

% <’Tis the last key-stone
That makes the arch : the rest that there were put
Are nothing, till that comes to bind and shut.
Then stands it a trismphal mark ! then men |
Observe the strength, the height, the why and when
It was erected ; and still walking under,
Meet some new matter to look up and wonder !’
“ I am, sir, ,
“ Your humble servaiit,
% Joux HornEg.”

Soon after the appearance of this letter, Mr,
Woodfall received the following private note, in
the hand-writing of Junius, accompanying the
reply, which the Jatter had determinéd, if pos-

sible, to keep secret.
“ July 16, 1171

“ To prevent any unfair use being made of
“ the enclosed, I entreat you to Leep a copy of
“it; then secal, and deliver it to Mr. Horne. I
“ presume you know where he is to be found.

[{3 C. %

* Nesw edition of Junius, vol. i, No. 36, p. ¥ 226.
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It was evidently the wish, perhaps, of this
cclebrated writer, not to be interrupted in his
attack on the duke of Grafton, &c. ; but he was
disappointed ; for Mr. Horne, with his usual
manliness, rcturned the letter to the printer, with
instructions to publish it immediately.

« JUNIUS TO THE REV. J. HORNE.

« July 24, 1771,
“ sIw,

“ I CANNOT descend to an altercation with
“ you in the newspapers. But since I have at-
“ tacked your character, and you complain of
“ injustice, I think you have some right to an
‘¢ explanation. You defy me to prove that yon
* ever solicited a vote, or wrote a word in sup-
“ port of the ministerial aldermen. Sir, I did-
“ never saspect you of suchi gross folly. It would
“ have been impossible for BMr. Horne to have
“ solicited rvotes, and very difficult to have
“ written for the newspapers in defence of that
“ cause, without being detected and brought to
“ shame. Neither do I pretend to any intelli-
“ gence concerning you, or to know more of
“ your conduct, than you yourself have thought
“ proper to communicate to the public. It is
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“ from your own letters I conclude that you
¢¢ have sold yourself to the ministry: or, if that
“ charge be too severe, and supposing it possible
“ to be deceived by appearances so very strongly
‘¢ against yon, what are your friends to say in your
“ defence?. Must they not confess that, to gra-
¢ tify your personal hatred of Mr. Wilkes, you
“ sacrificed, as far as depended upon--your in-
“ terest and abilities, the cause of the coun-
“try?. I can make allowance for the violence
“ of the passions; and, if ever I should be con-
“ vinced that you had no motive but to de-
“ stroy Wilkes, I shall then be ready to do jus-
“ tice to your character, and to declare to the
“ world, that I despise you somewhat less than
“ I do at present.—But as a public man, I must
¢ for ever condemn you. You cannot but know
 — nay vou dare not pretend to be ignorant—
¢ that the highest gratification of which the most
¢ detestable ————— in this nation is capable,
¢ would have been' the defeat of Wilkes. 1know
“ that man much better than any of you. Na-
“ ture intended him only for a good-humoured
“fool. A systematical education, with long
¢ practice, has made him a consummate hy-
¢« pocrite. Yet this man, to say nothing of
“ his worthy ministers, you have most assidu-
“ ously laboured to gratify. To exclude Wilkes,
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““ it was not necessary you should solicit votes for
“ his opponents. We incline the balance as’
¢ effectually by lessening the .weight in one
“ scale, as by increasing it in the other.

“The mode of your attack upon Wilkes,
““ (though I am far thinking meanly of your abi-
“ lities,) convinces me, that you either want
“ judgment extremely, or that you are blinded
““ by your resentment. You ought to have fore-
* seen, that the charges you urged against
Wilkes could never do him apy mischief.
After all, when we expected discoveries highly
interesting to the community, what a pitiful
“ detail did it end in! Some old clothes—a
“Welch poney-—a French footman—and a
““ hamper of claret. Indeed, Mr. Horne, the

public should, and will, forgive him his- claret
“ and his footmen, and even the ambitio*n of
“ making his brother chamberlain of London,
as long as he- stands forth against a ministry
and parliament, who are domg every thing.
they can to enslave the countr)r and as lono'
as he is a thorn in the kmgs side. You wﬂl,
not suspect me of setting up Wilkes for a per-
 fect character. The question to the public is,
“ where shall we find 2 man, who, with purer
“ principles, will go the lengths and run the ha-
* zards that he has done? The season calls for
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« such a man, and he ought to be supported.
¢ What would have been the triumph of that
“ odious hypocrite and his minions, if #ilkes had
“ been defeated! It was not yowr fault, reve-
“ rend sir, that he did not enjoy it completely.

“ ZBut now I promise you, you have so little
“ power to do mischief, that I much (uestion
“ whether the ministry will adhere to the pro-
““ mises they have made yon. It will he in vain
“to say that I am a partisan of M. Wilkes, or
¢ personally your enemy. You will convince
“ ne man, for you do not believe it yourself. Yet,
“ I confess, I am a little offended at the low rate
“ at which you seem to value my understand-
“ing. Ibeg, Mr. Horne, you will hereafter be-
“ lieve that I measure the integrity of men by
“ their conduct, not_by their professions. Such
“ tulgs may entertain Mr. Oliver, or your grand-
“ mothey, but, trust e, they are thlown away’
“ apon Junius.

‘

“ You say you are a man. Was it generous,
« was it manly, repeatedly to introduce into
“ a newspaper the name of a young lady, with
“ whom you must heretofore have lived on terms
“ of politeness and good humour?—But I have
“ donc with you. In sy opinion your credit
“is irrecoverably ruined. Mr.- Townsend, 1
:,ﬂthiuk,,.is nearly in the same p\'ec‘lic.ament.-—.- .
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' Poor Oliver has ‘been shamefully duped by
* youn. You have madc himn sacuﬁce all the
“ honour he got by his imprisonment.—As for
“ Mr. Sawbredgc, whose character I really re:
“ spect, I am astonished be does not se¢ through
‘“ your duplicity. Never was so base a desigu so
* poorly condutted. —This letter, vou see, is
“ not intended for the public; but, if you think,
“it will do you any scrvice, yon are at liberty
“ to publizh it. ‘
“ Juxius.”

« THE REV. J. HORNE TO JUNIUS.

« July 31, 1771.
SIR,

“ YOU have disappointed me. When 1%old
you that surmise and general abuse, in how-
ever elegant language, ought not to pass for
“ proofs, I evidently hinted at the reply which
“ 1 expected: but you have dr opped your usnal

“ elegance, and seem willing to try what will
*“ be the efféct of surmise and general abuse in
‘very coarse language. Your answer to my
“ letter (which I hope was cool, and temperate,
“ and modest) has convinced ‘me that my idea
“of a man is much superior to yours of a gen-
“ tleman. OF your former letters 1 have always
“ said materiam superabat opus: 1 do not think

2B2
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¢ so of the present; the principles are more
¢ detestable than the expressions are mean and
~ ¢ jlliberal. I am contented that all tliose who
“ adopt the one should for ever load me with the
“ other.

“ I appeal to the comnion sense of the public,
* to which J have ever dirccted myself: I be-
“ lieve they have it, ‘though I amn sometimes
“ half inclined to suspect that Mr. Wilkes has
“ formed a truer judgment of mankind than I
“ have. Howeve?, of this I am sure, that there
“ is nothing else upon which to place a steady
 reliance. Trick, and low cunning, and ad-
““ dressing their prejudices and passions, may
“ be the fittest means to carry a particular,
. < peint; but, if they "have not common. sense,
“ there is no prospect of gaining for them any
“real permanent good. The same passious
¢ which bave been artfully used by an honest
“ man for their advantage, may be more artfally
“ employed by a dishonest man for their .de-
“ straction. I desire them to apply their coni-
“ mon sense to this letter of Junius, not for my

“ sake,, but their own; it concerns them most
« nearly, for the principles it contains lead to
“ disgrace and ruin, and are inconsistent thh
« every notion of civil society.
“The cbarges which Junius has brought

.-
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 against me are made ridiquious by his own
¢ inconsistency and self-contradiction. ke
¢ charges me positively with ¢a new zeal in sup-
¢ port of administration ; and with ¢ endeavours
“ in support of the ministerial nomination of she-
“rifs’  And he assigns two inconsistent motives
* for my conduct: either that I have ‘sold myself
“ to the ministry ;" or am instigated ¢ by the so-
“litary, vindictive malice of a monk:’ either
“that I am iofluenced by a sordid desire of
“ gain ; or am humed on by ¢ persoml hatred,
“ and blinded by resentment. .
# In his letter to the duke of Grafton he
“ supposes me actuated by both: in his letier
““ to me he at first doubts which of the two,
“ whether interest or revenge, is my motive:
“ however, at last he determines for the former,
‘ and again positively asserts, that ¢ the mi-
“ nistry have made me promises;’ yet he pro-
“ duces no instance of corruption, nor pretends
‘ to have any intelligence of a ministerial con-
“ nexion: he mentions no cause of personal
N hatred to Mr. Wilkes, nor any reason for iy
‘ resentment or revenge; nor has Mr. Wilkes
“ himself ever hinted any, though repeatedly .
“ pressed. When Juniys is called upon to jus-
“ tify his accusation, he answers, ‘he cannot
*descend to an altercation with mec in’ the
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“ newspapers.” Junius, who exists only in tho
¢ newspapers, who' q('l\nowvledges ‘he has ut-
« tacked my character’ there, and thinks I have
¢* some right to an explunation ; yet this Junius
" ¢ % cannot descend to an altercation in the news-
“ papers " and because he cannat descend to an
¢ altercation with me in the newspapers, he
“ sends a letter of abuse by the printer, which
“ he finishes with telling me — ¢ I am at liberty
“ to publish it.” This, to he sure, is a most ex-.
¢ cellent methad to avoid an alter catmu in the
“ newspapers !
“ The progfs of his positive charges are as ex-
% traordinary: ‘he does not pretend to any in-
“ telligence concerning me, or to know more of
“ my conduct than I myself have thought*pro-
¢ per to communicate to the public.” He does
‘ not suspeet me of such gross folly as to have
“ solicited votes, or to have written anony-
“mously in the newspapers, because it is im-
¢« possible-to do cither of these; without being
¢ detected and brought to s'hame:?* Junius says
“ this! who yet imagines that he has himself
‘ written two years under that signature, (and
 more under others,) without being detected !
¢ — his, warmest admigers will not hereafter
¢¢ add, 'without Leing brought to shame. But
‘ though he did never suspect me of such gross
L.



1771. LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 375

“ folly as to ran. the hazard of being detected
* aund brought to shame by anronymous writing,
“ he insists that [ have been guilty of a much
“ grosser folly of incurring the certainty of
“ shame and detection by writings signed with
“ my name! But this is a small flight for the
“ towering Junius: € he is ¥ar from thinking
“ meanly- of my abilities,” though he ¢is con-
“ vinced that I want judgment extremely,” aud
‘“ can REALLY RESPECT Mr. Sawbridge's cha-
“ racter, though he declares nim fo bey so
* POOR A CREATURE as nof to ¢ sece through the
“ basest design conducted in the poorest man-
“xner !’ And this most base design is conducted
“1in the poorest manner, by a man whom he
“ does not suspect of gross folly, and of whose
“ abilities he is FAR from thinking meanly! )

“ Should we ask Junius ta reconcile these
“ contradictions, and explain this nonsense, the
“ answer is ready ; ¢ he cannot descend to an al-
* tercation in the newspapers.” He feels no re-
““ luctance to attack the character of any man:
“ the throne is not too high, nor the cottage too
“low: his mighty malice can grasp both ex-
“ tremes : he hints not his accusations as opi-
“ nion, comjecture, or inference ;- hut delivers
¥ them as posilize assertions. Do the accused
“ compluin of injustice? He acknewledges they
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“ have 'some sort of. right to an explunation ;
¢ but if they ask for proofs and facts, he begs to
“to be excused; and though he is no where
“ else to be encountered — ¢ he cannot descend
‘1o an altercation in the newspapers.’

‘¢ And 'this, perhaps, Junius may think ©the
¢ liberal resentment of a gentleman ;’ this skulk-
¢ ing assassination he may call courage. In all
¢ things, as in this, I hope we differ :

¢ <1 thought that fortitude had been a mean
*Twixt fear and rashness; not a lust obscene
Or appetite of offending ; but a skill
And nice discernment between good and ill,

Her ends are honesty and public good,
And without.these she is not understood.’ '

“Of two things, however, he has conde-
% scended to give proof. He very propeérly pro-
“ duces a young ludy to prove that I am not
“ a man; and a good old woman, my grandmo-
¢ ther, to prove Mr. Oliver a fvol. Poor old
¢ soul ! she read her bible far otherwise than
¢ Junius! she often found there, that the sins
f¢ of the fathers had been visited on the chil-
“ dren; and therefore was cantious that herselt
¢ and her immediate descendants should leave
* no reproach on her posterity ; and they left
s none: how little could she foresee this reverse
¢ of Junius, who visits my political sins upon

. .
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* my grandmother! 1 do not charge this to the .
“ score of malice in him, it proceeded entirely
“ from bis propensity to blunder; that whilst
* he was reproaching me for introducing, in the
“ most harmless manner, the name ‘of one fe-
“ male, he might himself, at the same instant,
* introduce fwo.

‘I am represented alternately as it suits Ju-
* nius's purpose, under the opposite characters
"% of a gloomy monk, and a man ot politeness
“and good humowr. 1 am called ‘a solitary
“ monk, in order to confirmn the notion given of me
““in Mr. Wilkes’s anonymous paragraphs, that I
“ never laugh: and the terms of politeness and
¢ good lhumour, on which I am said to have lived
“ heretofore with the young lady, are intended
“ to confirm other paragvaphs of Mr. Wilkes,
“ in which he is supposed to have offended me
“ by refusing his daughter. Ridieulous! Yet
“ I cannot deny but that Junius has proved me
“ unmanly and ungenerous as clearly as he has
“ shown me corrupt and vindictive : and I will
“ tell him more; I have paid the present mi-
“« nistry ag many visits and compliments as ever
“ I paid to the young lady, and shall all'my life
“ treat them with the same politeness and good
£ humour.

“ Bpt sziu:s ‘beg.é me to helieve that he
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- ¢ measures the integrity of men by their con-
“ duct, not by their professions.’ Sure this Ju-
¢ pius must imagine his readers as void of un-
¢ derstanding, as be is of modesty! Where
 shall wé find the standard of His integrity ?
“ By what are. we to measure the conduct of
¢ this lurking assassin ? — And he says this to
“ me, whose conduct, wherever I could per-
% sonally appear, has been as direct, and open,
“ and public as my words; I have not, like
¢ him, concecaled myself in a chamber to shoot
“my arrows out of the window; nor con-
¢ tented myself to view the battle from afar;
“ but puoblicly mixed in the engagement, and
¢ shared the danger. To whom have I, like him,
“ refused nmyy name upon complaint of injury ?
“ what printer have I desired to conceal me?
“ in the infinite variety of business I have been
*¢ concernedga where it is not so easy to be fault-
# less, which of my actions can he arraign? to
¢ what danger has any man been exposed, which
* I have not faced ? information, imprisonment,
“ or death ? what labour have I refused? what
“expense have I declined?> what pleasure have
“ I not renounced ? — But Junius, to whom no
“ conduct belongs, ¢ measures the integrity of
“men by their conduct, not by their profes-
“ sions ;' himself all the while being nothing .

L
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“ but professions, and those, too, anonymous !
 The political jgnorance or wilful falshood of
“ this declatmer is extreme : his own_former let-.
“ ters justify both my conduct and those whom
“ his last letter abuscs : for the public measures,
“ which Junius has been ¥l along de:fending,\
¢ were ours, whom he attacks ; and the uniform \
opposér of those measures has: been Mr.
Wilkes, whose bad actions and inteuntions he
endeayours to screen.

¢ Let Junius-now, if he pleases, change his
abuse ; and, quitting his loose hold of inferest
and revenge, accuse me of vanity, and call this
“ defence poasting. I own I have a pride to see
‘¢ statutes decreed, and the highest honours con-
f'ex‘;ed on measures and actious which all men
have approved: whilst those who counselled
and caused them are execrated and insulted.
The darkness in which Junius thinks himsel?
shrouded, has not conccaled him ; nor the ar-
“tifice of .only attacking under that signature
“ those he would pull down, (whilst he recon:-
mends by other ways those he would have pro-

<
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 muted,) disguised from me whose partisan he
“is, When lord Chatham can forgive the
awkward situation in which for the sake of
“the public be was designedly placed by the

** thanks to .him from the éi,ty; and when

[4
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. % Wilkes’'s name ceascs to be necessary to lord
“. Rockingham to keep up a clamour against the
« persons of the ministry, without dbliging the
¢ diflerent factions now in opposition to bind
“ themselves beforehand to some certain points,
“and to stipulate #me precise advantages to
“ the public; then, and not till then, may those
“ whom he now abuses expect the approbation
“"of Junius. The approbation of the public for
“ our faith{ul attention to their.interest by en-
¢ deavours for those stipulations, which have
“ made us as obnoxious to the factions. in op-
“ position as to those in administration, is not
“ perhaps to be expected till some years hence;
““ when the public will look back and sec how
¢ shamefully they have beep deluded; ‘:'md by
“ what arts they were made- to lose the golden
“ opportunity of preventing what they will surely
“ experience—a change of ministers without a-
“ material change of measures, and without any
“ security for a tottering constitution, |
“ But what cares Junius for the security of
“ the constitution? He has now unfolded to us
“ his diabolical principles. s a public man he
‘ must ever condemn any measures which may
« tend accidentally to gratify the sovereign:
“ and Mr. Wilkes is to be supported and as-
“ sisted in all his attempts (no matter how ridi-.
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“ culous and mischievous his projects) as long as
“ he continues to be a thorn in the king's side !—
“The cause of the country, it seems, in the
‘ opinion of Junius, is merely to vex the king;
* and anyrascal is to be supported in any roguery,
“ provided he can only thereby plant @ ¢horn in
“the king's side—This is the very extremity
“ of faction, and the last degree of pO]lth’ll

“ wickedness.

‘ Because Jord Chatham has been ill-treated
“by the king,--and treacherously betrayed by
“ the duke of Grafton, the latter is to be ¢ the
“ pillow on which Junius will rest his resent-
“ ment;” and the public are to oppose the mea-
*“ sures of government from mere motives of

personal enmity to the sovereign!~These are
“ the avowed principles of the man who in the
 same letter says, ¢ If ever he should be con-
‘“ vinced -that I had no motive but to destroy
“ Wilkes, he shall then be ready to do ‘justice
‘“ to my character, and to declare to the world
*“ that he despises me somewhat less than he
*“ does at present!’

«-Had I ever acted from personal affection or
‘“ enmity to Mr. Wilkes, 1 should justly be
* despised: but what does he deserve whose
““ avowed motive is personal enmity to the so-
“ vereign? The contempt which I should
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“ otherwise feel for the absurdity and glaring
* inconsistency of Junius, is here swallowed up
“ in my abhorrence of his principle. The right
¢ divine and sacredness of kings is to me a'sense-
¢ less jargon. 1t was thonght a dating expres-
. ¢ sion of Oliver Cromwell, in the time of Charles
¢ the First, that, if he found himself placed op-
* posite to the king in battle, he would dis-
“ charge his piece into his bosom as soon as
“ into any other man’s. T go farther: had I lived
“ in those days, I would not have waited for
“ chance to give me an opportunity of doing
“ my duty; I wéuld have sovght him through
¢ the ranks, and, without the least personal en-
“ mity, bhave discharged my piece into his
“ bosom rather than into any other nan’s. The
“ king; whose actions justify rebellion to his
¢ government, deserves death from the band of

“ every subject. And should such a time ar-
“rive, I shall be as free to act as to say. But,
“ till then, my attachment to the person and
“ family of the sovercign shall ever be found
“ more zealous and sincere thau that of his flat-
“ terers. Iwouldoffendthesovereignwithasmuch
“ reluctance as the parent;. but if the happiness
“ and security of the whole family made it ne-
“ cessary, so far, and no farther, 1 would offend
“ bim without remnorse,
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“ But let us consider a little whither these
*“ principles of Junius would lead us. Should
““ Mr. Wilkes once more commission Mr. Tho-

mas Walpole to procure for him a pension of
“ one thousand pounds upon the Irish éstablish-
“ ment for thirty years; he must be supported
“in the demand by the public — because it
“ would mortify the king!

¢ Shaild he wish to see lord Rockingham and
““ his friends once more in administration, un-
“ clogged by any stipulations for the people,
“ that he might again enjoy a pension of one thou-
“ sand and forty pounds « year, viz., from the-
“ first lord of the treasury 500L., from the lords
“of the treasury 60l each; from the lords of
“ trade 40l. each, &c., the public must give up
“ their attention to points of national benefit,
“ and assist Mr. Wilkes in his attempt — be-
*“ cause it would mortify the king! '

“ Should he demand the government of Ca-
“ nada, or of Jamaica, or the emhassy to Con-
¢ stantinople ; and in case of refusal threaten to
* write them down, as he had before served
“ another administration, in a year and a half;
“_he must be sapported in his pretensions, and
“apheld in his insolence — because it would
“ mortify the king !
. *“ Junius may choose to suppose that these

¢
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“ things cannot happen! But that they have

“ happened, notwithstanding Mr. Wilkes's. de-
“ nial, I do aver. I maintain that Mr. Wilkes
“ did commission Mr. Thomas Walpole to so-
“ licit for him a pension of one thousand pounds
“ on the Irish establishment for thirty years;
“ with which, and 2 pardon, he declared he
“ would be satisfied : and that, notwithstanding
“ his letter to Mr. Onslow, Le did accept a clan-
“ destine, precarious, and eleemosynary pensiont
“ from the Rockingham administration ; which
“ they paid in proportion to, and out of their
‘ salaries; and o entirely was it ministerial,
“ that as any of them went out of the ministry,
“ their names were scratched ont of the list,
“ and they contributed no longer. I say, he
¢ did solicit the governments and the 'e'mbassy,
“ and ‘threatened their refusal ncarly in these
¢ words : — It cost me a yearrand a balf to
“ write down the last administration; should I

~

“ employ as much time upon you, very few of you
“ would be in at the death’ When - these
“ threats did not prevail, he came over to Eng-
* Jand to embarrass them by his presence; and
“ when he found that lord R ockingham was
. something firmer and more manly than he ex-
“ pected, and refused to be bullied — into what
“ he ‘could not perform, Mr. Wilkes declared
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“ihat he could not leave Fogland  without
‘ money; and the duke of Portland and lord
“ Rockingham pmth’bed his absence with one
“ hundred pounds apicce s with which he re-
“tarned to Paris.  Aud for the truth of what
““ 1 here advance, 1 appeal to. the duke of Port-
“land, to lord Rockingbam, to lord John Ca-
*“vendish, to Mr. Walpole, &c.-—1 appeal to
* the hand-writing of Mr. Wilkes, which is still

“extant, .

¢ Should .Mv. Wilkes afterw: wds (failing in
“ thi> wholesale trade) choosq to dole out. his
«“ popularity by the ponnd, and expose the city
“ offices to sale to his brother, his attorney, &e.,
“ Jusius will tell us, it is only an ambition that
*“ he has to make them chamberluin, town-clerk,
“ &c.; and he must not he opposed in thus rob-
*“ bing the ancient citizens of their birth-right —
‘ because any defeat of Mr. Wilkes would gra-
“ tily the king!

“ Should he, after consuming the whole of his
“ own fortunc and that of his wife, and incur-
“ring a debt of fwenty thousand pounds merely
by his own private extravagace, without a
“single service or exertion all this time for the
¢ pu‘blic, whilst his estate remained ; should he

“at Jength, heing undone, commence patrfot,
“have the good fortune to be illegally perse-

VOL. 1. . 2¢
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¢ seented, and in consideration of that illega~
“1Jity, be espoused by a few gentlemen of the
“ purcst pablic principles; should hiy debts,
¢ (though none of them were contracted for the
“ public,) and all his other incambrances, be
¢ discharged; should he be offered 600l or
“ 1000/ a year to make him independent for
« the futare; and should he, after all, instead
¢ of gratitude for these services, insolently for-
‘¢ hid his henefactors to hestow thefr own money
‘e upon any other ofject but himself, and revile
“ them for setting any bounds to their supplies;
* Junius, (who any morve than lord Chatham,
¢ never contributed one farthing to these enor-
“ mous expenseg,) will tell them, that, if they
“ think of converting the supplies of Mr.
« W ilkes's private extravagance to the support
¢ of public mwsnrce-tlu-y are as great fool?
“as my grandmother; and that Mr. Wilkes
“ ought to hold the strings of their purses — as
“ long us he wntmucs‘ to bc a thorn in the king's
“ .s'm'e. ‘

“ Upon these principles ¥ never have actet
“and I nevet will act. In my opinion, it is
““ less dishonourable to be the ereature of a cour®
¢ than. the tool’of a faction. I will not h¢
“ ‘bithcr I understand the two great leaders of

upl-osmou tw he lovd Rockingbam nd lord

(1
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“ Chathamn ; under one of whose hanners all
“the opposing members of both houses, who
“ desirc to get places, enlist. 1 can place no
“ confidence in either of them, or in any others,
“unless they will now engage, whilst they ave

our, to grant certain essential advantages
“ for the security of the public when they shall
“be v administration.  These points they re-
“ fuse 1o stipulate, because they are fearful lest
“ they shounld prevent any futme overtures from

“ the coust.

“To force them to these stipulations has
“ heen the uniform endeavour of Mr. Sawbridge,
“ Mr. Townsend, Mr. Oliver, &ec., and THERE-
¢ rorkg they are abused by Junius. 1 know no
“ reason but wy zeal and industry in the same
* causc, that should entitle me to the honour of
“ heing ranked by hi4 abuse with persons of
¢ their fortune and station.  Itis a duty I owe
“ to the memory of the late Mr. Beckford to
“say, that he had no other aim than this
“ \vben he provided that smpptuons cutertain-

‘ ment at the mansion-honse, for the members

“ of both houses in opposltlon. At that time

“he drew up the licads of an engagement,
“which he gave to me with a request that I
¢ Wuuld conch it in terms_so cautious and pre-

“ cise, us to leave no room for future qmbble

2c2z °
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‘¢ and evasion ; hut to oblige them either to ful-
“ fil the intent of the obligation, or to sign their
*“ own infamy, and leave it on record; and this
¢ engagement he was determined to propose to
“ them at the mansion-house, that cither by
¢ their refusal they might forfeit the confidence
“ of the public, or by the engagement lay a
¢ foundation for cgnfidence. When they were
“ informed of the mtcntxon, lord Rockingham
« and his friends flatly refused any engagement ;
“ and Mr. Beckford as flatly swore, they should .
“ then — ¢ cat none of his hroth;” and he was
“ determined to put off the entertainment : but
% Mr. Bechford was prevailed npon by to
“ indalge them in the ridicalous parade of a
“ popular procession through the city, and to
“ give thein the foolish pleasare of an imaginary
“ consequence, for the rc:d benefit only of the
“ cooks and purveyors.. * :

¢ It was the smmne motive which dictated “the
“ thanks of the éity to lord Chathain; which
“ were expressed to be given for his declaration
« in favour of short ]mrlmmmts : in order there-
“by to fix lord Chatham at least to that
“’one constitational remedy, without which all
“ othets can afford no security. The embar-
« rassment no doubt was cruel.  He had his
“ choice cither to offend the Rockingham party.
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“ who declared formally against short parlia-
“ ments; and with the assistance of whose
“ numbers in both houses he must cxpect again
“ to be minister; or to give up the confidence
“ of the public, from whom finally all real con-
“ sequence must proceed. Lord Chatham chose
“ the latter; and I will venture to say, that, by
“ his answer to those thanks, he has given up
‘“ the people without gaining the friendship or
“ cordial mssistunce of the Rockingham faction :
“ whose little politics are confined to the mak-
*“ing of matches, and extending their family
“ connexions, and who think they guin more by
¢ procuring one additional vote to their party in
* the house of commons, than by adding their
““ landed property and feeble character to the
“ abilities of a Chatham, or the confidence of a
‘ public. -

““ Whatever may be the event of the present
“ wretched state of politics in this country, the
“ principles of Junius will suit no form of go-
“ vernment. They are not to be tolerated un-
““der any constitution, Personal enmity is a
“ motive fit only for the devil. Whoever or
“ whatever is sovereign, demands the respect
“and support of the people. The union is
*“ formed for their I@ppiness, which cannot be
* had without mutual respect; and he counsels
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* maliciously, wlio would persuade cither to a
‘¢ wanton breach of it.. When it is banished
% by ecither party, and when every methord has
% been tried in vain to vestore it, there is no re-
« medy but a divorce : but even then he must
< have a hard and a wicked heart indeed, who
 punishes the greatest criminal merely for the
« gake of the punishment; and who does not let
s fall a tear for every drop of blood that is shed
< in a public struggle, however just the,quarrel.
“ Jonx Horwe.”
After a long pause; the following reply at
Jength made its appearance.

« JUNIUS TO THE PRINTI}R OF THE PUBLIC
« ADVERTISER. "
. . August 15, 1771,

¥ sin,

¢« I OUGHT to make an apology to the duke
¢ of Grafton, for suffering any part of my at-
“ tention to be diverted from his grace 1o Mr.
“ Horne. I am 'not justified by the similarity
“ of their dispositions. Private vices, however
¢ detestable, have not dignity sufficient to at-
“ tract the censurc of the press, unless they are
“ united with the power of doing some signal
« mischief to the comnfuity.— Mr. Horne's
- *¢ sitnation does not correspond with his in-



771, LIYE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 391

“ tentions. — In my own opinion, (which I
“ knoy, will be attributed to my usnal vanity
“and presumption,) his letter to me- does not
“ deserve an answer.  But I anderstand that the
* public are not satisfied with my silence ;—that
““ an answer is expected from me, and that if I
“ persist in refusing to plead, it will be takeu for
“ conviction. 1 should he inconsistent with the
“ piinciples T profess, if I declined an appeal to
“ the good sense of the people, or did not wil-
“lingly submit mysélf to the judgment of my -
“peers.
% If any coarse éxpressions have escaped ine,
“ I am ready to agree that they are unfit for Ju-
“ nius to make use of; hut I see no reason to
‘“ admit that they bave been improperly ap-
' plied.
¢« Mr. Horue, it seems, is unable to’ con;prc-‘
“ hend how an extreme want of conduct and
discretion can consist with the abilities I have
allowed him ; nor can he conceive that a very
* honest man, with a very good understanding,
may be deceived by a knave.  His knowledge
of human naturc must be limnited indeed. Had
*“ he never mixed with the world, one wonld
“ think that even his books might have taught
“him better. Did he hear lord Mansfield,
" when hie defended his doctrine . concerning ’
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““libels? Or when he stated the law in pro-
 secutions for criminal conversationg Or

“ when he delivered his reasons for calli ng
“the house of lords togcether to reccive a

““copy of his charge to thc jury in Woodfall's
“ trial.

“ Had he been prescnt upon any .of these oc-
¢ casions, he would have scen how possible it
“is for a man of the first talents to confuund
“ himself in absurdities, which would disgrace
 the lips of an idiot. DPerhaps the example
4 might have tanght him not to value his own wn-
4¢ derstanding so highly. Lord Lyttelton’s inte-
“ grity and judgment are unquestionable;—
“yet he is known to adwmire that cunning
¢ Scotchman, and verily belicves him an honest
€ man.——l speak to facts, with which all of us
¢« arc conversant, — I speak to men and to their
¢ experience, and will not descend to answer
* the little sncering sophistries of a collegian.—
“¢ Distinguished talents are not necessarily con-
“ nected with diserction.  If there be any thing
¢ remarkable in the character of My, Horne, it
“ is, that extreme want of judgment should be
¢ united with his very moderate capacity. Yet
“ I have_not forgotten the acknowledgment I
made him. e owes it to my bounty: and
“ though his lctter has lowered him in my

-

n
-~
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“ opiniopn, I scorn to retract the charitable do-
 nation, ) _ ‘

“I said it would be wery difficult for M.
“ Horne to write directly in defence of a mini-
* sterial measure, and not to be detected ; and
“‘even that difliculty I confined to his par-
“ ticular situation. He changes the terms of
“the propusition, and supposes me to assert,
“that it would be impossible for any man to
“ write for the newspapers, and not be dis-
covered. . -

“ He repeatedly affirms, or intimates at least,
*“that he knows the author of these letters.
“ With what colour of truth then can he pre-
“ tend that I am no where to be encountered but
“in a newspuper ? 1 shall leave him to his
““ suspicions. It is not necessary thut I should
* confide in the honour or discretion of a man,
“ who already scems to hate me with as much
* rancour, as if I'had formerly been his friend,
“ But he asserts that he has traced me throngh
* a variety of signatures. To make the dis-
“ covery of any importance to his purpnse, he
* should have proved, either that the fictitions
“ character of Junius has not been consistently
“ supported, or that the author has maintained
“ different principlés under different signatures.
* 1 cannot recal to my memory the numberless
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“ trifles I have written; but I rely upon the
“ cousciousness of my own integrity, and defy
“Dhim to fix any colourable charge of incon-
“ sistency upon me.

¢ I am not bound to assign the secret motives
« of his apparent hatred of Mr. Wilkes: nor
 does it follow that I may not judge fairly of
“ his conduct, thongh it were trne that I hdd no
“ conduct of my own. Mr. Horne enlarges, with
¢ rapturc, upon the importance of his services ;
“ the dreadful battles which he might have
“ heen cngaged in, and the dangers he bhas
“ escaped.

“In support of the formidable description,
“ he quotes verses without mercy. The gentle-
“ man deals in fiction, and naturally appeals to
“ the evidence of the poets. Taking hiin at bis
“ word, he cannot but admit the superiority of
<« Mr. Wilkes in this line of service. ' On onc
“ side, we see nothing but imaginary distresses.
¢ On the other, we see real prosecutions ; real
¢ penalties ; real imprisonment; life repeatedly
““ hazarded ; and, at one moment, almost the
“ certainty of death. Thanks are undoubtedly
.due to cvery man who does his duty in the
« engagement; hut it is the wounded soldier
* who deserves the reward.

« T did not mican to deny that Mr. Iorne had,
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“ heen au active partican. It would defeat my
“own purpose not to allow him a degree of
“ merit, which aggravates lis guilt.  The very
“ charge bf contributing his utmost efforts lo
“ suppert a ministerial measure, implies an ac-
“ knowledgment of Lis former services. If he
“had not once been distinguished by bis appa-
 vent zeal in defence of the common canse, he
“ conld not now be distinguished by deserting it.
¢ As for myself, it is no longer a question whe-
““ ther I shall miv with the crowd, and tike a
* single share in the dunger. Whenever Junius
¢ appears, he st encounter an host of encmies.
“ But is there no honourable way to serve the
“ public, without engaging in personal quarrels
“ with insignificant individnals, ov submitting
“to the drudgery of canvassing votes for an
¢ clection? s there no merit in dedicating my-
* life to the information of my fellow-subjects?—
“ What public guestion have I declined, what
“ villain have I spared?—Is there no labour in
“ the composition of these letters?  Mr. Horne,
“T fear, is partial to me, and measnres the

“facility of my writings by the ﬂuen('y of his

«
own, v

“ He talks to u«, in high terms,.of the grnll.mt
fcats he Avould bave performed, if he had lived
“in the lost century, ‘Lhe unbappy Charles
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“ could bardly have escaped him. But living
“ princes have a claim to his attachment and
¢ respect. - Upon these terms, there is no danger
“in being a patriot. If he means any thing
“ more than pompous rhapsody, let us try bow
“ well his argument holds together.—I presume
“he is not yet so much a courtier, as to
“ affinm that the constitution has' not been
“ grossly and daringly violated under the pre-
“ sent rcign. IHe will not say, that the laws
¢ have not heen shamefully broken or perverted;
“ that the rights of the sabject have not been
¢ invaded, or that redress has not heen repeatedly
* solicited and refused.—Grievances like these
¢ were the foundation of the rebellion in the
¢ Jast century; and, if I understand Mr. Horne,
“ they would, at that period, have justified him
¢ to his own mind, in dcliberately attacking the
“life of his sovereign. 1 shall not ask him to
““ what political covstitution this doctrine can
¢« be reconciled. But, at lcast, it is incambent
- “ upon him to show, that the present king has
“ better excuses, than Charles the First, for the
“ crrors of his government. He ought to de-
“ monstrate to us that the constitation was het-
¢ ter understood a hundred years ago than it is
¢ at present—that the legal rights of the sub-
% ject, and the limits of the prevogative, were,
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‘more accarately defined, and more c]o:n‘ly\
“ comprehended. It propositions like  these
‘ cannot be fairly maintained, I do not see how
“he can reconcile it to his counscience, and act
“ immediately with the same freedom with which
“he speaks. I wveverence the character of
“ Charles the First as little as Mr. Iforne; but
* I will not insult his misfortunes, by a compa-
“ rison that would degrade him.
“ 1t is worth obscrving, by what gentle de-
“ grees the furious, persecuting zeal of Mr.
“ Horne has softened into moderation. Men
* and measures were yesterday his object. What
“ pains did he once take to bring that great
“ state criminal, Mucquirk, to execution!'—To-
“ day he confines himself to measures only.—
« No penal example is to be left to the succes-
80113 of the duke of Grafton.~To-morrow, I
presumc both men and measures will be for-
“given. The flaming patriot, who.so lately
“ scorched us in the meridian, sinks temperately
“in the west, and is hardly felt as he descends.
“ I comprehend the policy of endeavouring to
*“ communicate to Mr.Oliver and Mr. Sawbridge
# a share in the reproaches, with which he snp-
“ poses me to have loaded him. - My memory
“ fails me, if I have mentioned thejir namnes with
““ disrespect; —unless it be reproachful to ac- .
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“ knowledge a sincere respect for the character

¢ of Mr. Sawhridge, and not to have questioned-

¢ the innocence of Mr. Qliver's intentions.
"« It seems I am a partisan of the great leader
“ of the opposition. If the charge had-been a
¢ reproach, it should have heen hetter supported.
“ 1 did not intend to make a public declaration
“ of the respect I hear lord Chatham. 1 well
“knew what unworthy conclusions would be
“ drawn from it. But L.am called upon to de-
“ liver my opinion, and surcly it is not in the
“ Iittle censure of Mr. Horne to deter me from
“ doing signal justice to a man, who, I confess,
“ has grown upon my estcem.  As for the com-
“ mon, sordid views of avarice, or any purpase
“ of vulgar ambition, I question wmthen the
¢ appluns of Junius would be of service to lord
“ Chatham. Iy vote will hardly necommcml
* him to an increase of his pension, orto a “seat
““ in the eabinet.  But if his ambition e upon a
¢ Jevel with his understanding;-—if he judges of

“ what is traly henourable for himself, with the
(19

-

same superior genius which animates and di-

¢ reets him to cloquence in debate, to wisdom in’

“ decision, even the pen of Junius shall contf#®
“ hute to reward him. Recorded honours shrll
¢ gather round his monument, and thicken over
“him, It is a solid fabric, and will sapport

o~
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'
“ the laurels that adorn it.—I am not conver-
“sant in the language of panegyric.—These
“ praises are extorted from me; but they will
“ wear well, for they have been dearly earned.
“ My detestation of the duke of Grafton is
““ not founded npon his treachery to any indivi-
“ daal: though I am willing enough to suppose
“ that, in public afkuirs, it would be impossible
“to desert or betray lord Chatham, without
* doing an essential injury to this country. My
 abhorrence of the duke arises from an intimate
kunowledgeof his character,and from a thorough
conviction, that his baseness has been the
ause of greater mischief to England, than
cven the unfortunate ambition of lord Bate.
“ 'I'he shortening the duration of parliaments

-

~

3

2y

(13

«

¢

L

is a subject on which Mr. Horne cannot en-
“large too warmly; nor will I question his sin-
cerity.  If T didnot profess the same senti-
ments, I should be shamefully inconsistent
with mysell. It is unnecessary to biud lord
Chatham by the written formulity of an en-
gagement. Ile has publicly declared himself
a convert to trienuial parliuments; and though
I have long been convinced that this is the
only possible resource we have Ieft to preserve
“ the substantial freedom of the constitution, I
“do not think we have a right to determine

<

-
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 against the ‘integrity of lord Rockingham or
“¢ his friends. Other measures may undoubtedly
 be supported in argmment, as better adapted
.% to the disorder, or more likely to be obtained.
« Mr.Horne is well assured, that T never wase
¢ the champion of Mr. Wilkes. Dut though 1
“am not obliged to answer for the firmness of
¢ his future adherence to the principles he pro-
“ fesses, I have no rcason to presume that he
< will hereafter disgrace them. ‘As for all those
“ imaginary cases, which Mr. Horne so petu-
“ luntly urges against me, I have one plain,
“ bonest answer to make to him.—Whenever
~ ¢ Mr. Wilkes shall he convicted of soliciting a
‘ pension, an cmbassy, or a government, he
“ must depart from that sitnation, and renounce
¢ that character, which he assumes at present,
“ and which, in my opinion, entitle him to the
“ support of the public. By the same act, and
“ at the same moment, he will forfeit his power
“ of mortifying the king; and though heé cin
“ nevér be a favourite at St. James's, his base-
““ ness may admiuister a solid satisfaction to the
‘royal mind. The man I speak of has not a
6 heart to feel for the frailtics of bis fellow-
creatures. - It is their virtues that afflict, it i~
“ their vices that console him.
“I give every possible advantage to Mr...
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“ Horne, when I take the facts he refers to for
“ granted. That they are the produce of bis in-
“ vention; seems highly probable; that they ave
«“ cxaggerate,d, I have no*doubt. At the worst;
* what do they amount to, but that Mr.Wilkes;
“ who never was thonght of as a perfect patteiﬂn
“ of morality, has not been at all titnes proof
“ against the extremity of distress? ITow shae-
“ fal is it, in 2 man who has lived in friendship
“ with him, to reproach him with failings too
“ naturally connected with despair! Is no allow-
“ance to be made for banishment and roin?
“Does a two-years' imprisonment whake no
“ atonement for his crimes?—The resentment of
“a priest is implacable. No sufferings can
“ soften, .no penitence can appease Mim.—Yet
“ he himself, I think, upon bis own system, has
“ a multitnde of political offences to atone for.
*I will not insist upon the nauscous detail;
“with which he has so long disgusted the
pubhc. He seems to be ashamed of it. But
what excuse will be make to the fricnds of the
¢ coustitution for lahouring to promote his con-
* summutely bad man to a station of the highest
“ national trust and importance? . Upon what
* honourable motives did he recomticnd him to
** the liveryof London for their representative;—
“ to the wi ud of Farringdon for their alderman;
VOL. I 2 D
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¢® —10 the county of Middlesex for their knight ?
mll he affirm that, at that time, he was igno-
¢ rant of Mr. Wilkes’s solicitations to the ni-
¢ niStry?——That he should say so, is indeed
“* very necessary for his own iustiﬁcatioﬁ ;

““ but where will he ﬁnd credulity to believe

 him?

- ¢ In what school this gentleman- learned his

“ ethics I know not. His logic seems to have
“ heen “studied under Mr. Dyson. That 1ni-
“ scrable pamphleteer, by dividing the only pre-
cedent in point, and taking as much of it as
* suited his purpose, had reduced his argnment
“upon the Middlesex clection to sometliing
like the slnpe«of a syllogism. Mr. Horne has
conducted himself with the same ingenuity
and candour. I have affirmed that M. Wilkes
would preserve the public favour, € as long as
he stood forth aguinst a ministry and parlia--
“ wment, who were doing cvery thing they could
“ to enslave the conntry, anil “as long as he was

[

«

¢ a.thorn in the king’s side’ Yet, from the

“ exulting trinmph of Mr. Hornc's lcply oue

“¢ would think that I had rested: my expectation,

 that Mr. Wilkes would be supported by the
« public, upon the smgle condmou of his mor-
“ tifying the king. This may ‘be logic at Cam-
“ nidge, or at the Treasurys hut among men of,
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‘ sense and honour, it is foll) or vdlany in the
‘ extrenie. ‘

“ I see the pitiful advantage he has taken of
¢ a single ungnarded expression, in a letter not
“intended for the public. Yet it is only the

“ expression that is unguarded. I adhere to the

“ true meaning of that memnber of the sentence,
“ taken separately as /e takes it, and now, upon

“ the coolest deliberation, re-assert that, for the

“ purposes I referred to, it may be highly meri-
“ torious to the .public to wound the personal
“ fcelings of the sovercign. It isynot a general
“ proposition, nor is it generally applied to the
“ chicf magistrate of this, or any other consti-
 tution. Mr. Horne knows, as well as I do,
“ that the best of princés is not displeased with
“ the abuse which be secs thrown upon his
““ostensible ministers. Tt makes them, I pre-
¢ sumc, more properly the objects of his royal
Lomp'lcsum ;—neither -does it escape his saga-
ul), that the lower thby are degraded in the

* public esteemn, the more sulnm»snoly they'

“ must depend upon his favour for protections
tep his, I alfirm, upon the mnost solemn convic-
* tion, and the most cert.un knowledge, is a
“leading maxim in the policy of the closet.
“Itis unnecessary to pursu¢ the argument any

[y

“ farther. : .
2D2 '



404 LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE.  1771.

¢ Mr. Horne is now a very loyal subject. e
¢ Jaments the wretched state of politics in this
“ country, and sees in a new light the weakness
“ and folly of the opposition. W hoever or what-
“ ever is sovereign, demands the respect and sup-
< port of the people:—it was not so, when Nero
“ fiddled while Rome was burning. Our gracious
“‘sov'ereigl_l has had wonderful success, in creat-
“ ing new attachments to his person and family.
“ HIe owes it, I presume, to the regular system
* he has pursued in the mystery of conversion.
¢ J{e began wigh an experinsent upon the Scotch,
< and conc]udee with converting Mr, Horne.—

"% What a pity it is, that the Jews should be
““ condemned by Providence to wait for a Mes-
“ siah of. their own.

“ The priesthood are accused of xmsmterpret—
“ ing the scriptures. Mr. Horne has improved
“*wpon his profession. He alters the text, and

< creatgs a refutable doctrine of his own. Such
“ artifices canuot long delude the understanding
“ of the people; and, without meaning an in-
% decent comparison, ‘I may veuture to foretel,’
¢ that the Bible dind Junius will bé read, when
% the commentaries of the Jesuits are forgotten,

“ Junius*.”

* This writer scems to have piqued himself. not a little on
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« 'HE REV. JOHN HORNE TO JUNIUS.

“ Auzust 17, 1771.
“ I CONGRATULATE you, sir, on the re-

“ covery of your wonted style, thongh it has

“ cost you a fortnight. I compassionate your

“ labour in the composition of your letters, and -
“ will communicate to you the secret of my
« ﬂucncy Truth needs no ornament; and, in
“ my opmlon, what she borrows of the pencxl is
“ deformity. - .
“ You broaght a positive charge against me
‘“ of corruption. 1 denied the chmge, and
“ called for your proofs. You replied with
“ abuse, and re-asserted your charge., I called
“ again for proofs. You xgply again with abuse
“only, and drop.your accusation. In your
“ fortnight's letter there is not one word upon
“ the subject of my corraption. ,
I have no more to say, but to return tlmnks: A

this letter, for in a private note to Mr. Woodfull, dated
Aogust 13, 1771, he ohserves, * If Mr. FHorne answers
this letter handsomely.and in pomt, ke shall be iny great
Apollo.”

Junius, indeed, alludes to Mr. Horne, in the course of his
writings, but he mever after this addressed ony letter to
hlm..
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“ to you for your condescension, and to a grateful
¢ public and honest ministry for all the favours
¢ they have conferred upon’ine. The two latter,
¢ I am sure, will never refuse me any, gn’dcc 1
¢ ghall solicit: and since you bave been pleased
¢ to acknowledge that you told a deliberate lie .
“ in my favour out of bounty, and as a chari-
“ table donation, why may I not expect that
¢ you will hereafter (if you do not forget you
“ ever mentioned my nawme with disrespect)
“ make the same acknowledgment for what
¢ you have said in my prejudice’~—This second
“ recantation will perhaps be more abhorrent
“ from your dispesition; but should you decline
“it, you will only afford ong ‘more instance
“ how much easicr it is to be generous than’
¢ just, and that men are somctimes bountiful
‘* who are not honest

“ At all events I‘am as well satisfied with
“ your panegyric.as lord Chatham' can be. Mo-
 pument I shall have none; but over my grave
- it will be said, in your own words, < Horne's
¢ sitaation did not correspond with his inten-

¢ tions.”
s “ Joun HornE.”

Whoever carefully and impartially peruses
the foregoing wrrecpondence must aclmowlf.dyc
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Mr. Horne to be the victor. Indeed, Junius
was so conscious of his superiority, that in his
anxiety to quit the contest, he addrésses lis last
letter to the printer, and leaves his adversary
wholly unanswered. Nay, such was the de-
ference he now paid; to a man to whom he
scarcely deigried at first to give a reply, -that in
consequence of his antagonist * having circu-
lated a report, that Junius had warmly declared
himself in favour of long p'ulmments and rotten
horou'rhs, he mlmedlately pronounced an opi-
rion in behalf of a triennial represcnt.mon,
coupled with the addition of a hundred knights
of the shire, as may he seen from the following
declaration.

¢ The reverend Mr. John Horue, having; with
his usua] veracity and honest industry, circa-
lated a report that Junius, in a letter to the
‘Supportels of the Bill of Rights,” had warmly
declared himself in favour of long parliaments
and rotten boronghs, it is thought necessary to -
submit to the public the following extract from
lus letter to John Wilkes, esq., dated the 7th-
“of September, 1771, and Jaid before the socmty
on the 24th of the same month. : '

“ With regard to the several articles, taken
separately, I own ‘T am concerned to see that
the great condition, which ought’to be the sine

v
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qud non of parliamentary gualification—which.-
ought to be the basis (as it assaredly wiil be the
only support) of every barrier raised in defence
of the constitution, I mean a declaration upon
oath to shorten the duration of perliaments,
is reduced to the fourth rank in the estcem of the

‘society; and, even in that place, far from heing

insistéd on with firmuess and vehemence, secms.

‘to have been particularly slighted in the expres-

sion—° You shall endecavour to restore aunual
paxhdmenta '—Are these the terms, which wen,
who are in earnest, make use of, w hen the salus

refpublicee is at stake?

“I expected otherlangnage from Mr. Wilkes.—

“Besides iny objection in point of form, I disap-

prove highly of the mcaning. of the fourth ar-
ticle as it stands. 'Whenever the questjon shall
be ccuous]y agitated, I will endcavour (and if

I live will assuredly attempt it) to convince the

English nation, l)y_' arguments, to my under-
standing unanswerable, that they onght to insist
upon a triennial, and bauish the idea of an an-
nual parliament. . . . .. .. ] am convinced,

"that, if shortening the duration of parliuments
" (which in effect is keeping the representative

under the rod of the constituent) be not made
. . . ‘ . 3
the basis of out' new parliamentary jarisprudence,

“other checks or iwprovements signify nothing.
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On the contrary, if this be made the foundation,
other measnres may come in aid, and, as auxili-
aries, be of considerable advantage.

¢ Lord Chatham’s praject, for instance, of in<
creasing the number of knights of shires, ap-
pears to me admirable. . . . . . . As to cutting
away the rotten boroughs, I amm as much of-
fended as any man at scem«r so many of them
under the direct influentce of the crow n, or at the
dxsposalofprnv'ttepersons. Yet, 1own, Thaveboth
doubts and apprehensions, in regard to the remedy
you propose. I shall be charged, pmh'\ps, with
an unusual want of political intrepidity, when -
I honestly confess to you that I am startled at
the idea of so extensive an amputation.—In the
first place, I.question the power, de jure, of the
legislature to disfranchise a number of boroughs,
upon the general ground of improving the con-
stitution. There cannot be a doctrine more
fatal to the liberty and property we are contend-
ing for, than that which confounds the idea of
a supreme and an arbitrary legislature. I need
not point out to you the fatal purposes to which
it has been and may be applied. If we are sin-
cere in the political creed we profess, there are
many thing$ which -we ought to altirm cannot.
he done by kivg, lords, and commons,

“ Among these I reckon the disfranchising. of
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| boroughs with a general view of iinprovement.
1 consider it as equivalent to robbing the parties
concerned of their freehold, of their birthright.
I say that, although this birthright may be for-
feited, or the cxercise of it suspended in parti-
cular cases, it cannot be -taken away, by a ge-
neral law for any real- or pretended purpose of
improving the constitution. Supposing the
attempt made, I am persiaded you cannot mean
that either king or lords should take an active
part in it. A Dill, which only touches the re-
“presentation of the people must originate in the
Louse of commons.

“In the formation and mode of passing it,
the exclusive right of the commons must be as-
serted as scrupulously as in the case of a money-
bill. Now, sir, I should be glad to know by
‘what kind of reasoning it can be proved, that
. there is a power vested in the 'rcpresentativc to
destroy his immediate constituent, From whence -
could he possibly derive it? A courtier, I know,
will he ready to mdmtam the aflir mative. The
doctrine suits Rin exactly, because it gives an
unlimited - operation to the influence of the
crown. But we, Mr.Wilkes, ought to hold a dif-
ferent language. It is no answer to me to say,
that the bill, when it passes the house of com-
-mons, is the act of the m.gouty, and not the.
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Tepresentatives of the particular horoughs con-
cerned. If cthe majority can disfranchise ten
boroughs, why not twenty, why not the whole
kingdom? Why should not they make their
own seats in parliament for lifez When the
septennial act pa§sed, the legislature did what,
apparently and palpably, they had no power to
do ; but thicy did more than people in gencral
were awatre.of 1 they in effect disfranchised the
whole kingdom for four years.

* ¢« Tor argament’s sake, I will now suppose,
that the expediency of the mcasure and the
power of parliament are unquestionable. Still
you will find an ivsurmountable difficulty in
the execution.  When all your instruments of
amputaticn are prepared, when the unhappy pa-
tient lics hound at your fect, without the possi-
Lility of resistance, by what infallible rule avill
you direct the operition? When you propose.
to cut away the rotten parts, can you tell us’
‘what parts arc perfectly sound?  Are there any
certain limits, in fact or theory, to inform you
at what point you must stop, at what point the
mortification ends? To a man so capable of
- observation and reflection as you are, it is uune-
cessary to say all that might be said upon the-
subject.

“ Besides, that I approve highly of lord Chat-
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ham’s idea of infusing a portion-of new health
into the constitution, to enable it to bear its in-
firmities, (a brilliant expression, and full of in-
trinsic wisdom,) other reasons concur in per-
suading me to adopt it. I have no objec-
tion, &c. . . . .. . ‘ '

. “ The man who fairly and completely an-
" swers this argument, shall have my thanks and
my applanse. My heart is already with him.
—T am ready to be converted.— 1 admire his
"morality, and woyld gladly subscribe to the ar-
‘ticles of his faith. — Grateful, as I am, to the
Good Being, whose bounty has imparted to me
this reasoning intcllect, whatever it is, I hold
myself propertionably indchbted to him, from
whose enlightened. understanding another ray
of, knowledge comnmunicates to mine.

“ But neither shounld I think the most exalted
faculties of the human mind, a gift worthy of
divivity ; nor any assistance, in the improve-
ment of them, a subject-of gratitude to my fel-
low-creature, if I were not satisfied, that rea]ly'
to inform the understanding, corrects and en-

largés the heart. '
-« Junrus.”

To thls létter, Mr. Horne shortly but forcibly
replicd, by means of a speech plonounccd he-
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fore the * Society for supporting the Blll of
Rights,” in which he ridicaled the pretended
patriotisin of this celebrated writer, and ques-
tioned the tendency of all his pomlons. He
endeavoured, at the same time, to expose him as
the “ pander of conuptlon ;7 and “ to deprecate
the malevolent effects of that doqucnce, the

k4

open and declared object of which secmed to
be confined to the support of ministerial abuses,
and an apology for rotten boroughs 1™

But, notwithstanding Junins ﬁulcd in this con- .
troversy, yet the letters under this signatare
are the composition of no vulgar hand. Al-
though apparently plain, easy, and pcrspicuous;
they are elaborate as to composition, and have
scrved as models, in peint of elegance, to the
present age. If not a practical lawyer, the
author was at least deeply versed i the prin-
cipfbs of our constitittion : he must have fre-
quented the best company, as he was well ac-
quainted with all the occurrences of high lifc ;
and that he could be argumentative as well as
eloguent, is evident from his very able attacks
on siv William Blackstone and lord Mansfield.

In respect to the party espoused by him, he
appears occasionally to have supported the whole,
body of the opposition, although his praises aré
bestowed witl? considerable modesty anfl scem-.
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ing reluctance. Yet, on one occasion ¥, e
commends the earl of Shelburne, by m;phca-
tion, for his spirited intervention in behalf of
Corsica; and on anotlier+, he readily bears wit-
ness to the ““ proud, imposing superiority of lord
.Chatham’s abilities ; the shrewd inflexible judg-
ment of Mr. Grenville, and the mild, but de-
termined integrity of lord Rockingham.”

As to the precise person, it is far more casy to
prove who was not, than to point out who was
the author. From his dedication, it would aps
pear, that he was a native of Great Britain.
This, if meant to be taken literally, must re-
-duce the candidates to a small number. I have
lately learned, however, from a governor-genc- -
" ral of India, who is himself a scholar and a man
of letters,’ thut the late Mr. Walter Boyd so-
lemnly asser ted in.his house, a little hefore hlS
death, that the coxrespondence, under the ndine
of Jumus, was not the solitary effort of a qm&le
individaal, but of many men of talents, and that
. hie himself acted as editor. 1 have good reason
_to suppose, that the lite duke of Grafton atiri-
 buted the whole to the pen of “single-speech |
Hamilton;” and I have been assurcd more than

% Letter xii, to his grace the duke of Grafton, May 30,
1769,
t Lwter w, dated July 8, 1769,
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once, by the subject of this memoir, that he ab-
solutely kncw the author. To another gentle-
man, he lately added, “that he was still alive.”
It must be owned, however, that this infor-
mation tends but little to gratify public curi-
osity; on the contrary, it only serves to puzzle
speculition and render conjecture more vague -
and more ineffectual.



CHAPTER IX.

FromM 1772 TO 1777.

Mpyr. Horne resigns his Gown, and retires to a
Cottage— His Studies— Contests with the

* House of Commons — Tried for a Libel.—
Characters of Mr. Thurlow and Lord Mans-
Jield.—Sentence of the Court of King's Bencli.

WE havé thus beheld Mr. Horne busily oc-
cupied in all the various political contests of this
period. There secmed to be no end to his la-
bours ; one controversy gave birth to al.othe\

" and the ‘tiiumph over a single foe, produced a
dozen of new combatants. :

Meanwhile, the current of existence glided on
apace,varied fromday to day, and from year toyear,
by the professional duties attached to his chapelry
and the occurrences of the times, in which he con-
tinued, as usual, to take an active and conspicu-
‘ous share. But he had now attained a period
of life, when prudent men are carrying their
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theories into practice, and completing the outline,
which they have sketched out for themselves at
an earlier period. The age of thirty-seven, if it
still possesses something of the hloom of vouth,
at the same time generally exhibits somewhat of
the sobriety of senility; and yet, strange as it
may appear, at that advanced period, Mr. Horne
had actually a profession to look for. True,
. he had been bred to the chuich,” and still pos-
sessed a living ; but the duties were not suffi-
ciently numerous to occupy his attention, or the
revenucs so extensive, as to prove fully equal
even to his very moderate habits of expense.
By the publication of his letter from Mont-
pelier, all hopes of professional preferment were
cut off, while, at the same time, he had rendered
-himself one of the most marked men in the
’ kifigdom, by his recent controversy with Mr.
.Wilkes. A consciousness of the injustice result-
ing from this Jatter circumstance, perhaps, might
in some megsure have soured his temper, and
rendered him but little desirous of the applause
of the multitude during the 1enyunder of along
life.

But, if Mr. Wilkes and his l)artisﬂ;)s had, at
this period, fairly cried him down, by the same
arts they bad practised with equal suceess,
against three successive administrations, there

VOL. 1. ' 2E
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Having thus finally made up his mind to be-
come a lawyer, he immediately determined to
it tln. church, fairly supposing, with the rest
of numkind, that there was nothing indelible in
this profession that conld possibly preclude him
from becoming once more u layman, whenever
he was co-disposed.  Accordingly, in 1773, he
vesigned his living of New Brentford with the
usual formalitics, and was sueceeded by the re-
verend John Francis Rantlall, M. A.

Iimediately after this, he hired a house in
the immediate viclnity;, situate in Windmill
Lane. Here; at an age; that only wanted
+thivteen years of completmg half a century, he

- commenced life anew, when others talk of retire-
ment ; and, having now abandoned one profes-
sion, he began, in good carnest, to qualify him-
self for another. Mr. Horne carried with him
into his closet a variety of qualifications, which
few other men ever possess; a thorough know-
ledge of the world and of mankind; a compe:
tent acqnaintance with the classical languages
a body fitted by nature for'laborious study; a
mind highly gifted, and enriched with various .
attainments. ' In addition to these, he always
evinced a wonderful degree of personal intre-
pidity, coupled with a cousciousness of, and a
pert:ect reliance on his own talents, together with
282
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in the management of his little honschold for the
ensuing week! On this subject T have been told
a little anecdote, by a near relation, which may
e deomed far too wminute by those who can
consider any occurrence trivial, that appertains
to an original character, or any thing mean
and pitiful, which is comnected - with inde-
pendence.  Perceiving, that in the charges
brought against him by his cook, who appears
to have been, at the same time, his housekeeper,
he was continually puzzled with the articles of
¢ greens,” ¢ cabbages,” * cauliflowers,” and “ sal-
lads,” which had their usual accompauiments -
of ““oil,” ¢ vinegar,” “ mustard,” ¢ pepper,” and
“salt;” he determined to curtail these, partly to
suve himself the trouble of summing up their
amount, and partly for the purpose of living
within' his means of subsistence. e accord-
ingly gave instructions to diminish the quantity
of gurden stnft, which, according to appear-
ances, would have provgd suflicient to feed an
clephant.  This injunction was obeyed with
sceming readiness for a few days ; but, after the
lapse of some time, Molly’s former charges, in
the shape and form of pot-hooks and hangers,
began to recar as usnal.  On this, he restrained
these delicacies of the table to Sundays; but,:
finding that other days also began to.be con-
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fortune, with whom he had been long intimate,
and who, doring his controversy with Mr.
Wilkes, had borne public testimony to his ho-
uour and integrity, had purchased the estate of
Purley, sitnate near Godstone, in the county of
Surrey. This circumstance had given birth to
many disputes with Mr. De Grey, a neighbour-
ing gentlemau, of great influence, whose lands
Joined, and who, as lord of the manor, claimed
a paramount jurisdiction over certain parts of
his newly acquired property. They had con-
tended, in the courts of law, about fish-ponds
and common-rights ; and an attempt wis now
made, by means of an act of parliument, to settle
the dispute for ever. Accordingly, on Tuesday .
the 10th of February, 1774, a bill was brought
in by sir Edward Astley, to enable Thomas
De (.;x'ej', esq., {p enclose several common lands
and ficlds, in-the counties of Norfolk and Surrey.
Muv. alderman Sawbridge immediately presented
a petition from W.Tooke, wq., requesting de-
lay, on the ground that the usual ‘notice had
not heen given to the inhabitants, and that the
inclosures in question, so far as regarded the
county of Surrey, would prove highly prejudicial
both to them and himself: It was also added,
that to pass this bill, while the titlé to part of
the Jands was still in litigation, would be inde-
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assigned for the last reading of the bill, which
will be carried nem. con., as I have nobody to
support me; and I shall be still more hort in
mind than in fortune ; for, in addition to the in-
Justice of the measure, my pride is decply in-
terested.” o

“ I understand you; you have been wanting
in regard to the forms of the house; your case
is desperate; and, there being no hopes, you
prefer a quack to a regular physician, and so
have come to me.  As to the justice of your
own canse, and the conscquent injustice of that
of your oppouent, this is the usnal language of
all litigants, on both sides of, every question,
both legal and political : it is but fair, however,
that time shou}d be given to inquire into parti-
culars, ‘and see whether, in reality, this roll of
parchment, of which you. complain, and which
will be onm.ipoient in your case, when sanc-
tioned by the anthority of king, lords, and com-
mons, will, in reality, rob you of the chief ad-
vantages you hope to derive from your posses-
sions at Purley. I have a plan in my mind for
your relief, which, if it meets your approba-
tion, &e. . . ... .

¢ Any thing you may be pleaged jto suggest,
will most assuredlx mcet my entire approbation.
—You have a plan, you say >—This is suth-
cient ; I already anticipate my trimmph!....."
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lation. The boldness of the assertions, the
terseness of the remarks, and the ability of the
gencral statement, attracted the notice of every
one, while the outraged dignity of the house,
and the impending fate of the printer, served to
excite general curiosity. In the evening, hoth.
the house and gallery were full ; and soou after
the speaker took the chair, the newspaper just
mentioued was handed up to him. Instead of
Proceeding, as usnal, with the order of the day,
which comprehended the inclosure bill in ques-
tion, there was a general cry of privilege! pri-
vilege! move! move!

On this, 2 member arose, and, afier descanting
in fluent language on the consequence of pre-
serving the rights and privileges of the commons’
house of parliament, read “ the odious, deliberate,
false, scandalous, and malicious attack,” which
had been made on their rights and privileges,
Amidst loud and- frequent cheering, he very
properly stated, that a libel on the speaker was
2 libel on the whole body of the commons of
ingland; and concluded with a motion, in the
usual form, “that chry Sampson W oodfall,
printer of the Public Advertisér, do attend at
the har of that house on the succeeding duy.”
Accordingly, the order being served in due form,
Lie appear Nl, and wue mtnoduccd with the usnal
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action, rash as it might seem, was counnccted
with that measure ; and they already anticipated
that the issue would prove unfavourable.

Amidst this conflict of passions, Mr. Horne
was ordered to the bar, where, in an able speech,
in the course of wlhich, dll disrespeet, cither
Personal or official, to the speaker, was depre-
ated, he fully declared his motives; and
frankly owned, that he had been urged beyond
the usual bounds of discretion by hatred to op-
pression, on one Imnd, and zcal for his friend on
the other.

After a long debate, he was remanded from
the bar, in custody of the serjeant at arms,
and Dbrought up again on the 17th, by which
period some addltmnal evidence had becn ob-
tained. On this occasion, his friend Mr. Dun-
ning, together with Mr. Burke, made use of
their good offices ; and, as the proof was incon-
clusive, he was discharged on paying Lis fecs.
T his, he was accustomed then, and ever after, to
term a great hardship, as it bad long before
heen enacted, that no jailor should demand
fees of a prisoner detained npon an accusation
which had not been fully substantiated by con-
viction. - .

Be that as it may he fully chcctui his pur-

pose. Time had been now given for the house
¢

v i
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him once more a politician and a patriot, finally
precluded all hopes of advancement in his new
carcer.

The year1775 was ushered in with an event
big with the most ruinons consequences ; for the
black and portentous cloud, which had so long
hovered ahove the trans-atlantic horizon, sud-
denly burst, and spread death, desolation, and
dismay around. But little delicacy is now re-
suired, while treating of an incident attended
with such calaniitous effects to the peace and
prosperity of the empire, as the colonial war, in
the condemnation of which ‘all parties scem at
length to have most cordially concurred. While
some were still perplexed with doubts, and
others bewildered in deliberation, Mr. Horne,
in the boldest and most decisive manuner, de-
clared his hostility to those measures, which led
to the fatal contest with America, and, not con-
tent with enjoying his own opinions in secrecy
and in silence, he determined to try if it were
possible to arouse the nation at large to a signal
manifestation of its mdlgna‘uon and displeasure.
It was his decided opinion, that, some pablic
mark of disapprobation, wounld either wholly
pr;zvcnt the war, or at least shorten its duration;
and, in either case, ‘great and lasting adv:intages
must acerue to his native country.
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This gentleman had ever maintained, that,
according to the acknowledged principles of the
English constitution, taxation and representa-
tion were terins relative and inseparable from
each other. This doctrine, which seems to be
closely interwoven with the texture of our an-
cient gothic polity, is fully substantiated by
facts, as well as by analogy. It has been acted
npon, in two memorable instances, both of
which have proved highly salutary and bene-
ficial to the empire: the union with Scotlund
and Ircland. Soon after the annexation of
Wales, that country, also, was empowered to
send knights, citizens, and burgesses to par-
liament; and there is a remarkable document
still in existence, that serves to demonstrate the
universality of the position, even when applicd
1o transmarine dominions, recently obtained by
g conquest: for a writ was issued during the first
year of tlie reign of Edward VI, enjoining the
inhabitants to return a member for tlic town of
Calais *,

* « Edwardus Sextus Dei gratia, &c. dilectis et fidelibus
subjectis deputato et consilio villie sux  Calisie salu-
tem, &e.” :

L\ .

The return to the writ was:

¢ Per assensum et consensum  totius comitatis villee vesthe
Calisize predicte et Marehiarum ¢jusdens unum hominem de
walioribus et discretioribus ville vestra Calisie predicte

»
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Cmisid( ving the colonics us not only ag-
grieved, but ontn.wed M. Horne was the ﬁrst
to sound the trumpet of alarm; and, in this’
Yespeet, was but the precursor of many of our
nost celehrated patriots, orators, and statesmen;
for "he only anticipated the sentiments of a
Saville, respectable alike for his talchts and
his virtues; of a Rockingham, mild, but rveso-
lute, surrounded with riches and honours, yet
firmly attached to the liberties of his country
and -the interests-of his fellow men; of a Rich-
mond, hold, contentious, persevering, and as yet |
unaltered by the possession of power; of a Shel-
burne, acute, subtle, ingenious, franght with
the maxims of experience, and replete with
political information. This powerful band was
rendered illustrious, by the still tencrated name
of William Pitt, earl of Chatham, theun fast de-
scending tohis grave; while it received new vigor,
from thc accession of another William Pitt,
alrcady exhibiting a precocious genius, and just
Blommng into nmnhood of a Fox, saddenly
‘Tising above thc prejudices of family, as well ay
of edncation; and, lastly, of a Burke, eloquent,
- metaphysical, didactic; but lately rescued from

elegi fecimus, videlicet Thomam Fowler dictee ville vestra,
generorum ad assendendum burgensem ad parliamentom ves-
trum,” &c:

YOL. L 27F
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nmnerited nbsmmt) by the head of the house ol
Wentworth, and who, even now, began, in bold
and energetic langnage, to invoke, not only the
curses of the nation, but the vengeance of the
Deity, on the authors, advisers, and lllStlgilfOlb
of this impolitic contest.

Suchwere the men with whom the subject of
_these memoirs united in opinion, on the present
occdsion, and might have acted without a blush;;
but he ‘had for some time kept aloof from all
parliamentary connexions, and he was now fated
to prove by example how difficult it is for a
single individual, to maintain a solitary inde-
pendence, evenr in a free comntry.  Singnlar
on all occasions, he appears to have been the
only public man of that day,’ who was punished
fo_z" oppusition‘to the war with Ametica; and,
what can only arise from the genius and nature
of our government, he was crushed between two
contending parties, by one of -which he hap-
pened to he hated, and by the other disowncd. -

It has already beea observed that, on the disso-
]llthll of the association- for maintaining the
“ Blll of Rights,” in consequeuce of the dlcput&
about Mr. Wilkes, another was soon after
formed, under the denomination of the « So-’
ciety for Coustitutimiul'Itlfbg‘xllztti011;” and _if
way determined by Mr. Horne, that this should
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serve as an engine, to express fully, loudly, and
energetically, the detestation of himself, his
friends, and, if possible, the whole nation, at the
measures then adopted, for subjugating the re-
fractory colonices. *

Accordingly, as a skirmish had occurred,
during which several Americans were killed, he
proposed, at the next mecting, that a subscrip-
tion should be raised “for the relief of the
" widows, and orphans, and aged parents, of our
American fellow-vubjects, murdered by the king’s
troops at Lexington and Concord*, doubtless

R Kz'ng’s Arms Tavern, Cornivill, June 7,177 5.

‘¢ At a spécial meeting, this day, of several members of the
* Constitutional Seciety, during an adjournment, a gentle=
“ man proposed that a subscription should be immediately
* entered into (by such of the members present who might

* approve the purpose) for raising the sum of one hundred

“ pounds, to be applied to the rel\ef of the widows, orphans,
*“and aged parents, of our beloved Awerican fellow-sub-
“ jects, wllo, faithful to the character of Erzfrhslmzen, pre-
o ferrmcr death to slavery, were, for that reason ouly, inhu-

manly murdered by the king’s troops at or near Lexington

“ and_Concord, in 'tne province of Massachussets, on the
“19th of fast April; which sum being immediately col-
“lected, it was thereupon resolved, * That Mr. Horne do

" pay to-morrow, into the hands of Messrs. Brownes and
“ Collinson, on account of Dr. _Franklin, the said suin of one
“ hundred pounds ; and that Dr. Franklin be roqueetod to

“ apply the same to the above-mentioned purpose.’

« Jonn Honrnfl”
A stranger, who was afterwards discovered to be sir Ste-

2F 2 .
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hoping, that if this mcasnre should become ge- -
neral, the ministers would be rendered unable
to proceed.in their impolitie, and, as it after-

-ards proved, fatal career. The motion being
‘put and carried, and the sam of one hundred
pounds agrecd to be advanced out of the stock-
purse; nothing now remained but the usoul
ccremonial of affixing the name of the chairman
to the advertiscinent; hut this was declined by
the gentlemnan who then officiated in that ca-
pacity, and, although most, if not all, approved
the proposal, no one present seemed desirons to
take upon himself the respousibility annexed to
snch a ‘strong. measure. On this, Mr. Horne,
- ever foremost in the hour of danger, immedi-

phen Theodore Jansen, baving, soun after, transmitted a
sum of money, by way of subscription, in aid of this object,
Mr. Horne publishgd the following note, in the ¢ Public Ad-
vertiser,”” on the sth of July :—

“l think proper to give the unknown contributor ‘this no-
«tice, that Idid, yesterday, pay to Meswrs. Brownes and
s Collinson, onr the account of Dr. Franklin, the sum of
« fifty pounds, and that I will write to Dr. Franklin, re-
“ questing him to apply the same to the < relief of the wi-
“ dows, orphans, and aged parents, of our beloyved American
.« fcllow-subjects, who, faithful to the character of English-
 men, proferring death to slavery, were, for that reason
« only, inhumanly murdered, by the king’s troops, at or near
« Lexington aml Concord, in the province of Massachussets,

« o the 19th of Jast April.’
« Jonn [fonxr.”
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ately snatched up a pen, and completed the act,
hy adding his own signatuve; after which the
1esolut10n was immediately transmitted to seve-
ral newspapers for insertion.

"The appearance of such a document of course
excited considerable surprise and astonishment,
and it is reallyamazing how any goverument could
have remained gniet, even for a single day, after
such an offensive publication. Ilowever, it was
deemed more eligible, at present, to overlook
the transgression, and saffer this measare to
full into oblivien: for, as yet, the Amecricans
could not he said, with any degree of pro-
priety, to have rebelled ugainst the authority
of the mother country. ‘True it is, that both
~ houses of parlimment had addressed his majesty,
on the present state of the British colonies in
Amcrica, and the.commons had stated, Feh. 6,

775: ¢ that a part of his majesty’s subjects, in
the province  of the Massachusset’s Bay, have
proceeded so far as to resist the authority of the
supremé legislature, and that a rebellion at this
time actually exists within the prov ince;" but this
was nierely declaratory, and, in point of law,
did not coustitute them rebels. No proclama-
twn, on the part of the e\ccutwc had as yet
been issued, to this purpose; and the com-
mander-in-chief in America, instead of s0 de-
nominating the actors on that dtcasion, had as-
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signed a distant day for their submission, be-.
yond which the guilt of treason was supposed
to be incurred. This, therefore, might be con-
sidered by many, and even construed hy a jury
into an ordinary riot, in consequence of an
aflray between a detachment of soldiers and a
body of the populace: even prudence,perhaps, in
a case such as this, would preclude an appeal to
a court of justice, as a verdict against the crown
might have heen accompanied with the most
fatal effects.

However, in the course of time, the premicr
of that day exhibited greater holdness. No
sooner did the majoritics in parliament increase,
by the aid of the country gentlemen, some of
" whom were sedunced by the selfish hope of a re-
duction of the Jund-tax, and the then popular
hotion, that America was to contr ibute towards
the burthens of the mother country, than stouter
measures were recurred to. The Americans
were then openly denounced as guilty of trea-
son, and proclaimed rebels; while a sévcre re-
trospect was taken in regard to domestlc of-
fenders. On this occasion, no man appeared
" fitter to become a sacrifice, than one who had
by tarns opposed, and was discountenanced by
all partics; and jin whose fate, therefore, no
public body could possibly be interested. .

. Having, accdrdingly, sclected the victim,
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the nccess'm'y measures for a prosecution were
at length adopted, and the supposed delinquent,
who was then peaceably eating his commons in
the hall of the Inner Temple, and imagined
that his misdecds had by this time beeu forgotten,
suddenly found himself within the iron grasp'of
the attorney-general.

This honourable, important, and ungracious
office was then occupied by a singular character,
Edward, soon after ennobled hy the title of
lord Thurlow. Although neglizent of his stu-
dices during his youth, yet he was fortunatecnough
to acquire the reputation of considerable talents,
Allured at length from indolence, by the Siren.-
voice of ambition, he snddenly attained profes-
sional and parliamentary cloquence, and his -
talents, proving fully commensurate with his_
station, ' soon” justified all the hopes that had
been formed of him. Bold, stern, inflexible,
his' sombre countenance was generally clothed
in terrors. His look was calculated to appal
the guilty, while, from his bushy eyebrows, he
seemed to scowl dismay even on innocence.
Yet, underneath this forbidding guise, he is said -
to. have: oecasionally enteltamed sentiments of

compassion; to have discerted am[ respect ted .
genius; and to have sometimes resc aed obyenro
merit from the Ercssmc ‘of poverty qnd coutempd,

»
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ITe was at this moment placed on a professionat
eminence, whence he already discerned the seals,

. the ermined robe of authority, and the future

honours that awaited him.

Become at length chancellor, e scemed to be
clothed with frowns rather than with dignity; but
in that character he is still remembered for the
determined stand made in behall of a king,

" while visited by the severest of all human

afflictions; and the spirited assertion of the
merits of his own order, in opposition to the
spurious pretences of an equivocal ancestry, half
royal and half merctricious.

Yet, on the other hand, e never distinguished
himself either as a great Jawyer or a great states-
man. Iu the former capacity, he has not left
any professional work, by which his hame will
be known hereafter; and in respect to the latter,
it can never be said of hin, as of one of his pre-
decessors, that he was the author of a bill, every
line of which was worth a subsidy; nor cun it
be affirmed, in the langnage applied to another,
that he dispensed blessings by his llfc, and
planned them for posterity.

Such was the man—such the great officer of

the crown, with whom Mr. Horne was now

destined to contend, and at a time too, when,

roplete with health and vigor, the former way
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hastening for the goal, panting with eéxpecta-
tion, and already aunticipating those honours,
which were now thickening avound him*. It
will be seen hereafter, that, when all the dreams
of ambition had been gratified, and all puliticul
comities had ceased, these two grkat men mip--
gled n the pleasures of sociul lite, and well knew
how to approciate the virtues and the talents of
each other.

His judge proved to be William Murray, earl
of Mansficld. _This nobleman was now in the
decline of life, for more than sixty winters had
shed their snows upon his head; butthe roses and .
lilies had not yet forsook his cheeks; and the

Justre of his complexion was angmented by
means of eyes that scemed to sparkle with ge-
nins. His person, if somewhat below the exact
standard of beauty, was yet exquisitely formed ;
his motions were graceful; his dress neat, he-
coming, and appropriate. Ile also possessed a
voice replete with music in all its varions mo-’

A )
.

.

# A learned doctor of ‘the church of Lngland, happening
1o sketeh his portrait, during a period of political intrigues,
has perhaps undesignedly distorted the features. ¢ Corpore
ipse ingens, animi immodicus, verbis magnificue, ot specic
in aniun magis quam sapientia validus, studia ad s¢ optiniae
tium illexit, camque adeptus est nuctoritatel, que bomini

"povo profacundia csse posset,? &c,— Prefut. ad Bellend.
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dulations, and, was environed with a certain ap-
pearauce of dignity, that struck all beholders
with awe and veneration.

. Born in Scotland, and educated at Oxford,
he was indebted to a variety of fortunate cir-
cumstances for his rise; and to the munificent
friendship of an Enqlbh nobleman *, for the
means of pursuing and adorning his profession.

Certain incideutal circamstances, early in life,
led to attachinents of an equivocal and danger-
ous kind : an clder branch of the family -, acted
as the confidential secretary of the grandson of
James 1I; and he himself was accused, in full
parhdment by a peer} of the realm, of having
drank success to tlle plctondcr, on his b‘uc
knees.

Notwithstanding this, by the chance-medley
of fortune, while the one brother was proclaimed
a rchel, for his attachinent to the pretender, the
. other becane sohcxtor-gmeml to the legitimate
prince; and, in "that cz apacity, after an eloquent
phlllpp]c against treason, readily obtained the

* Lord I'oley. :

+ Mr. Murray, of Broughton, ‘the titular lord Danbar,
whose talents are said to have been superior to those of the
earl of Mansficld, He is veported to have retained his
estates, by making certain disclosures some time after tlu. sup
pression of the tobelllou.

1 Lord Ravensworth.
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condemnation of his cousin, Jord Lovat, who,
by turns, and as it suited his interests, had
fought either for or against the reigning sovereign,

Praised and flatteved by one of the greatest
poets* of the age, he was ushered into the world,
under . the most auspfcioug circumstances ;
while an alliance with a powerful family t, gave
hin} all that remained wanting to complete his
-career —influence, opportunity, and conpexious.
Accordingly, his rise was rapid ; so that, having
carly in life attained the highest honours of his
profession, he soon became the patron of those
to whowm he had been orfginally a client.

As a politician, notwithstanding the sup-
posed bias of early habits, he at first adhered
to Pelham and the whigs. On the accession
of his present majesty, he joined a party of a
difierent description §: but, on several occa-
sions, both spoke and voted against the mini-
sters. Ounce, and once only, his ‘conduct as a
peer attained a high degree of popularity, and
was justly entitled to the claim of patriotisin;
. for he owposed the two most shining characters §-
" of that’ ddy, in their unconstitutional attemt to

* Pope.’

4+ That of the ear} of Wi mclll‘lst.\ :
T The “king’s friemds.”

ﬁ Lords Chatham and Camden,
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support the suspending aund dispensing prero-
gative of the crown, in respect to the corn Jaws,
when they themselves were in power.

As a judge, his singular abilities, his almost un-
“bounded knowledge, bis sudden and scemingly
intuitive anticipations, added a kind of prescience
to his character, that astonished all beholders,
rendered him conspicuously eminent, and distin-
guished him from every great magistrate of that
day., On the other hand, those very qualitics,
which constituted his' chief exegllence, were not
unaccompanied with others of « different kind ;
and even seemed necesshrily to arise out of them,
His talent for dizccrnment, occasionally ren-
dered him too quick in his conclusions; that
genius, which at one time enabled him to nnravel
crror, and deiect falshood, at another, made
him rather basty in bis decisions; while a cer-
tain peremptory manner, acquired by the ascen-
dency of his character, seemed*to constitute him
a dictator on that bench, where he ought only
to have excrcised a limited and concurrent ]u~
risdiction. ' :

The lord chief justiee was accused of leaning
towards those in authority. It was not a Horne,
and a Junius aloné, who propagated these opi-
nions, Sir John W illes, who afterwards pre-
sided in the court of Common Pleys, many years
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before, branded him as a tory, a jucobite, and a
stickler for arbitrary power. Mr.justiceYates,one
of the ablest and most incorruptible men of that
day, not only dissented from his notions of law,
but voluntarily left the L’qm‘t of King's Bench on
that very account.

In respect to the doctrine of libels, which
may be fuirly considered as the political part of
Jurisprudence, hemuast be allowed to have miésdi-
rected juries, as the Jaw now stands, and as it
actually stood at that time, according to u great .
and distingnished authority *. The late decla-
ratory act on that suhject, introdnced by Mr.
Fox, was drawn up for the express purpose of
overturning his doctrines.  Suvie other parts of
his couduct were said to be equivoen! in the ex-
treme. It was he, who afforded the tirst ex-
ample of a.judge altering a record at his own
chambers §; at another time, lLe objected to,
and removed a juror, by a sudden and hitherto
llnpn'ecc'i]cx\ted act of authority; and, on a third
accasion, he refused to execute the common law
against the secretary of a foreign minister §, antil
forced by the spirited intervention of Mr. attor-

- ney-general Norton, and left in a minority on
his own bench. .

‘
.

* Lovd :'amdcfn. 4 In the ca.e of Mr. Wilkos,
1 Mvr. Benson, in 1771, § Cunnt Brobl, in 1764,
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His decisions, which are allowed to have not
only been in gencral able, but uniformly just,
when privuté individuals were the suitors, was
once set aside for misdirection in point of law*.
On another occasion, when the king’s brother-
was a party, he appeared to lean towards the
crown; ahd, on a third—that of literary pro-
perty — he seemed to shrink from the contest,

" for he did not rise in the house of lords to defend
his own judginent against the reiterated
tacks of lord Camden.

On the other hand, his character, in many
particulars, stood deservedly high in the estima-
tion of the public. . While attorney-geaeral, he
gave up every doubtful point, becanse he would
not con'!pmmisc the honour of the crown. As
a.judge, he extended the operation of the com-
mon law, so as {o obtain relicf for the subject,
in a varicty of instances, without recurring to the
ruinous expedient of an application ta a .court
of equity; and, as a commissioner of the: great
seal, he beard the appeals in the house of
lords with unexampled assiduity and dispatch;
thus rendering justice, as it ought to be,

* In the action of Meares and Shipley, against Anscll.,‘
'during the summer assizes for Surrey, in 1774, when his

lordship adinitted parole against written evidence, ¥
4+ Duke of Cumberland. ’
. -
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both speedy and effectual, and preventing that
misery, beggary, aud disgrace, ‘attendant on ac-
cumulated caunses and protracted litigation. Nor
ought it to be forgotten, that to him we are in-
debted for a new and important code *, ably
conceived, methodized, and digested, which, on
account of its wisdomn :nd utility, entitles him
to the gratitnde of a comnercial nation.

This nobleman, who had been rendered, in
some measure, odions, by repeated attacks
on the part of-lord Chatham, and two pam-
phlets, by lord Camden and- Mr.Dunning, all
accusatory, as to a political hias, at length be-
came. irritated, and procceded further in vindi-
caution of the supposed outrages against his
chavacter, than any of his predecessors had
ventared, subsequently to the revolution. Ac-
cordingly, in the case of “ A Letter on Libels
“and Warrants,” in which his own conduct, as a .
judge, was impeached, he revived an obsolete
mode of construing this into a conlempt of
court, so as to enable him to decide in his
own' case without the intervention of a jury.
- In this, however, he was fozled and thus, for
4 time, laid himself open to the imputation of
ifclining to restore the practice of the star-

* The Lex Mercatovia,
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- ¢hamber, without either power or resolution
sufficieut to enforce it.

Previously to the contest “with Mr. Horne, a
prosecution was commenced against the printers
of the several newspapers who had inserted the
obnoxious advertisement ; and as they had de-
termined not to appear contumacious, they, for
the most part, threw themsclves on the merey
of the court. No sooner, however, did this
gentleman learn, that threc of them were fined
one hundred pounds cach, and that an informna-
tion had been filed against himself, as the an-
thor, on June 27, 1776, than he immediately
waited on Mr. attorney-gencral Thurlow, to
whom he observed, ¢ that, as he did not mean
‘to pay for a copy of the proccedings, he insist-
ed on their being read to him” No sooner
“was this complied with, than he retired, after
.swmfymg his intention to plead lns own causce
in person.

The trial of Mr. Jorne # took place at Guild-’

* This was afierwards printed, with the fellowing title :—
¢ The Trial at large of Join Horne, Fsq. npon an Informa.
tion, filed er-oficio, by his Majesty’s Attoruey-General, for
a Libel, before the Right Ilon. Willjomn Farl of Mansfield,
in the Court of Kinp’s Bench j published by the Deferidant
from Mr. Gurney’s short-hand Notes.

€ € e Nec bellna tetiior ulla cxt,
Quam servi rabies in libera coll® furentic,

LAl
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hall, before the lord chicf justice Mansfeld,
July 4th, 1777. On the naies of the special
jury being called over, it was found, that eleven
only were present; Mr. attorney-general there-
fore prayed a fales. On this, the associate,
taking out a paper from a box containing the
names of the common jury, asked the defend-
ant if he had any objection to that man’s being
sworn on the jury ¢ Mr. Horne immediately re-
plied: “1 object to that name—and for this
reason:_.I desire’ that the box may be shut,
and shaken, and when that is done, I shall
have no objection to.any name.”  This
proposition, which is strictly consonant with
ancient practice, was immediately complied-
with.

After the jury had been sworn, the defendant
fose to request the decision of the court con-
cerning a point of practice, and, on being per -
mitted, bespoke the attention of *the gentle-
men of the jury;” on which; lord Mansfield
observed, thdt « if he had any thing to say as to
the irregularity of the proceedings, he must ad-
dress himself to him;” but -Mr. Horne perse:
vered, and eventually overruled the objection; -
by explaining, that he meant not to appeal to
the jury in behalf of his arguments, but that,

VOL. I * 2 G
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as he could never, like some, suppose them to
be out of court, it was necessary to request their
observance.

Ie then stated it ““to Dbe the usual practice
and whelesonre custom of the bench, in trials of
this kind, that, unless the defendant examines
witnesses in his defence, his answer closes the.
pleading ; and it is not usual in that case, that
the counsel for the prosecution should reply.
But, my lord,” added he, “ in the late trials of
the printers, for printing and publishing the
advertisement now in quecstion, I observed that
My. attorney-general claimed and exercised the
peculiar privilege of replying, notwithstanding
that no witnesses had been called for the de-
fendant.”

Oun this, he was told, by the Judge,  that if
the suffering the attorney-general to reply is
against law, it is an irregularity in the trial,
for which the verdict will be set aside. You
will have a remedy.”

Mr. Horne.—< O, my lord! I have alrcady
suflered under your lordship’s directing me to
remedies. The most cruel of all poisoners, are
those who poison our remedics. Has your lord-
ship forgotten ? I am sure you bave, not
forgotten, that I have once before in my life had
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the honour to be tried before your lordship for a
pretended libel. My lord, this matter of reply
I know full well to be the practice, not only
from the intelligence I have had upoun that
subject, bnt from that very trial at Guildford,
on the action brought against me by the pre-
sent lovd Onslow. My lord, I conld then have
contradicted his evidence. I will just mention
two or three particulars in this case. It was
the most scandalous one that ever came before
a court. Your lordship cannot forget the par-
ticulars in that trial. I was prosecuted by him
for a libel. On the first action which he
brought, I obtained a nonsuit. Upon that, a
fresh action was brought. To that fresh action
(in order to try it in Surrey, where the plain-
tiff had his influence), in that fresh action,
words spoken a year or two before were added
~—words of a different nature, and upon a dif-
ferent subject. We came to trial before your
lordship ; and I do remember some very strong
cases (which, indecd, I intended to have pub-
lished) of your lordship’s practice in that trial.
But, my lord, however impatient I may be
‘thought to be, I am very patient under per-
sonal injuries. 1 have never complained of the
practices used against me on that trial, nor of
the mistakes (to.speak gently)" which your
262
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lordship made. Your lordship then told me,
as now, that I should have a remedy ?

Lord Mansfield— If 1 remember right, you
had a remedy there, for it was determined not
to be actionable.”

Myr. Horne. — * True, my lord ; hut the re-
medy was almost as bad as the wcr(hct would
have been.”

Lord Mansfield. — < There must be an end.”

HMr. Iorne. —  Not of this objection.”

On this, the presiding judge declared it,—
‘“ not to be in his power to deprive the prosecu-
tor of his right to reply, if he sees cause to de-
sire it ;” and the attorney-general immediately
addressed the jury, in a long and claborate
speech. He stated the present to be an infor-
mation brought against Mr. Horne, for heing
the original publisher of this libel. < The cir-
cumstance of his name being printéd at the bot-
tom of the advertisement,” added he, “is an
additional aggravation in this respect, hecause
it scemed to imply a bolder insult upon man-
ners and decency and the laws of the country,
than the sunple publication of that libel wuh—
out a name, would have been. I do not mean
to speak of it by way of "derogation from the
parts and talents of the ingenious gentleman —
no doubt but he could have writ a better thing;
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but his. understanding was  industrionsly let
down, and suppressed ; and the very purposc of
this writing was, to make it ribaldry and trash.
For the intention of it was (as it appears to me)
nothing more than to defy the laws and justice
‘of the country, proclaiming, as it were, thus:
either punish this libel, or confess that theve
are no laws in a country by which alibel can
be punished.  Others have entertained sufli-
cient malice against this  country. Others have
been anxions enough to excite sedition; but
this is written chiefly for the purpose of telling
mankind, ‘thus I dare do; I dare insult the
laws, without having any earthly thing to state
to the public, except an insult on the laws?

“ Isit to be laid down for law, or a thing to
be tolerated in a civilized country, that crimes of
a most heinous sort shall be imputed to men by
a public reviler in a newspaper, who yet dares
not stand forth as an accuser? Is it to be to-
lerated in a country where an orderly govern-
ment prevails, and while the form of govern-
ment subsists, to write against the transactions
of that government, as if stained with all the
crimes under heaven, and calculated for no
carthly purpose, but that of committing those
crimes ! To suppress liberty (the only object
for which government is, or ought to be crects
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ed), to suppress that liberty by the means of
murder, is imputed to the transactions of the
government of the freest country now under
heaven! and’ it is called liberty to do that!
whereas men must be short-sighted indeed — a
man must be drivelling like an idiot, who does
not see that the maintaining of .regular go-
vernment is the true, the only means of main-
taining liberty.”

On the examination of evidence, ou the part
of the crown, the fact of publication was prov-
ed, and it appeared, that the dcfendant, on the
present, as on all former cases, had left his
name with the printer, in order that no innocent
man might suffer on his account.

After this, Mr. Horne rose, and 'spoke as
follows :—

“ I am - much happier, gentlemen, in address-
ing myself to you; and, I hope and believe, I
shall be much more fortanate as well as happy,
than in addressing myself to the judge. I have
been betrayed, I hope, into no unseemly warmth,
but yet into some warmth. I have felt myself
like a man first put into hot water, but I have
heen long enough in it to be perfectly cool.

1 have listened to. Mr. attorney-general’s de-
clamation with as much patience, and, I be-
lieve, with much more pleasure, than any one
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in court. That pleasure I do acknowledge
was personal, arising frem the futility of the
support which Mr. attorney-generat has attempt-
ed to give to the serious charge which he has
brought against mne— a pleasure, however, mix-
ed with some pain, when we consider the wretch-
ed times at which we are arrived — when a
gentleman of his natural sagacity, is, I own,
justified by’ recent experience for supposing it
possible to obtain from a London jury, a ver-
dict for the crown; upon a mere common-place
declamation against scandal and indeceney in
general, without one single syllable of reason or
faw, or argument, epplicable to the particular
charge which he has brought against me, and
which you are new upen your oaths to decide.

““ As for the charge itself, you cannot be ig-
norant that I am accused of the only unparden-
able crime which can, at this tiwe, be commited.
I am accused of alibel. - Murder and sodomy,
you know, gentlemen, have, in these our days,
often found successful solicitors, and the laws
against popery (though unrepealed, and in full
legal force) are, when resorted to, thought, by
the magistrate who presides here, too rigorous
to be suffered to have their free covrse against
a religion so destructive to the civil rights of
mankind, and so fuvourable to absoluate and
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arbitrary power. But whilst that has been fa-
voured beyond the laws, nothing beyond the
Jaws has been thought rigorous and severe
enough against the charge of libel. * Murder,
attended with the most aggravating circum-
stances, has bcen repeatedly pardoned; and
treason, the blackest treason, against the family
on the throne, and, what is of more ¢onsequence
to us than any family, against the’ free consti-
tution of this country, has been not only pardon-
ed, but taken into favour; and the estates of
convict traitors have been restored to them and
vto their families.

\ “ Whilst mercy and forgiveness, gentlemen,
have been thus flowing unnaturally, in a full
stream, over the highest mountains of iniquity,
has any one of you ever spied the smallest
rivolet descending towards the valley of the
libeller? Has auy man so charged, ever yet
" met with mercy ?

“If the nature of the crime, and the rancour,
with which it is pursued, afford a strong
reason for your particular cantion, and care, and
attention, .2 much stronger reason indeed will
be afforded you by the nature of the prosecu-
tion. It is called an information er-officio — a
very gentle expression for a harsh thing; for, if

- you examine the real force and consequence of.
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the term, as®here applicd, you will find it to
contain every thing that can be imagined il-
legal, unjust, wicked, and oppressive. For
my own part, I am astonished that any man,
at this time of day, exercising such powers as
are not according to law, and are much less
according to reason, should talk to you with
an open face, of integrity, of honour, of duty,
of conscience ; and that, instead of aggravat-
ing and showing you in what my crime consists,
he has employed half his harangue in boasting
of his own churacter.— Ex-officio, gentlethen,
means, a power to dispense with, all the forms
and proceedings of the courts of justice, with
all those wise provisions which our laws have
taken to prevent the innocent from bcing op-
- pressed by exorbitant and unjust power.

“ An information means no more than an ac-
_cusation, and by this means the attorney-genc-
ral is enabled, contrary to the laws of the land,
to accuse whom he pleases,\and what he pleascs,
and when he pleases. And (if he pleases) he
only accuses them, and never brings it to trial;
he goes on harassing the subject with informa-
tion upon information, if he plcases, and never
briﬁg,s that man to trial. If, however, out of
his mercy, or out of Lis rcsentment, he does
choose at last to bring him to tyial, why, gen-
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tlemen, he in general tries it By whom he
pleases ; nay, if he sees some reason to suspect
that the verdict is likely to go against. him, he
claims a right to stop it if he pleases, without
any decision, by withdrawing a juror. .And if
he loses the verdict, he pays no costs! But .
that is not all; for, if he has couvicted six,
seven, or eight men, for the saine offence, he
exercises the sovercign power of pardon; he
calls to judgment which of them he pleases,
and lets go such as he pleases.

““In the very first instance, contrary to express
law, and, what is much stronger, contrary to
the reason of that law, he has no recowmse to a
grand jury, although sir John Hawles says,
“the true reason of a grand juryis, the vast
inequality of the plaintiff and defendant, and
therefore the law has given this privilege to
the defendant on purpose to make them equal
in the prosecution and defence, that equal just-
ice may be done between them. It considers
that the judges, the witnesses, and the jury,
are more likely to be influenced by the king
than the defendant, and therefore it is that the
law has ordered, that, at the king's prosecution,
no man shall be criminally questioned (this isa -
criminal question), unless a grand jury, upon
their own knowledge, or upon the evidence
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given them, shall give a verdict that they 1call y
believe their accusation is true. '

] shall desire, by-and-bye, geuntlemen, for
your satisfaction and mine, to endeavour to find
out, whether there is one man in the country
who believes me guilty of the crime laid to
my charge-—a crime of that nature, that is to
have a punishment, which is called, by the law,
a temporary death, an exclusion from society.
The apparent ohject of the prosecntion is, to
take what littlé " money out of my pocket I may
have there, and to imprison me, and to extlude
me from the society of which I have rendered
myself unworthy. IHowever, I have the plea-
sure to see, that there sits a gentleman * by the
judge who is now trying me, who, as well as
myself, has charged the king’s troops with mur-
der. The judge and that gentleman have
been laughing all the time of this trial; they
have enjoyed each other’s company exceedingly.
-—[ A great laugh, for some minutes, of the whole
audience.] . A

‘ But to return to my 'subject.  If the gronnd
of the charge happens to be, as this is, ¢ of all
plain and simple matters that ever were laid
before a court, the most simple,” it is a very
strange circuinstance that the attorney-geueral

’ * Mr, Wilkes.
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should choose to have a special jury to try
a thing in which there "is nothing special.
Special juries were never intended for that pur-
pose, but to examine into merchants’ accounts,
or any critical and nice matter; and yet they
are always made use of in matters of libel. But
special juries are not fairly struck; they are
not taken indifferently from a book; in my
case, it might be called picking, rather than
striking & jury. A sheriff’s officer stands by
the solicitor of the treasury, and if a name
which they do not like turns up, this officer
says, ‘O, sir, he is dead—he is too old—he has
become a bankrupt.’—1 was told, in this man-
ner, that Mr. Sainsbury, my tobacconist, on Lud- -
gate Hill, had been dead seven months, and it
was not until I observed that I bhad seen his
name, that very day, on a committee for the
Thames Navigation, that he was brought to life
again, and placed on the list,

“ But if, after all, the attorney-general loses
the verdict, he pays no costs, while the misera-
ble, innocent man, thus harassed, must stand
by his costs, and they may be whatever the law
officers of the crown please to make them. But
- thisis not all ; for, in case of conviction, he
may aggravate the punishment. I was present
in court when the judge who now trics .me, told
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the attofney-general, De Grey, when he moved
that Mr. Wilkes might be committed to the
King’s Bench prison,  the king’s attorney-gene-
ral may choose his prison: all the prisons are
the king’s.’ B
“ But who is it that enjoys all these powers ?
Ttis the attorney-general ; now, who is the at-
torney-general > He is said to be the king’s of-
ficer ; but he holds his office by a very precarious
tenure : his future hopes are greater than thoseof
any man in this country ; his fears, therefore,
must be in proportion. But he is the officer of
the minister, not of the crown. There sits a
genileman in this very court who should now
have been attorney-gel'leml *, (he lost not the
place for want of abilities,) who refused to take
a brief for the crown in this very cause, be-
cause he ﬂlOl‘]ght it scandalous, at the distance
of two years and a quarter; he is an instance
of the doctrine, that if the minister goes out to-
morrow, out goes the attorney-general. The
attorney and solicitor-general sit in the house
“of ‘commons, on each side of the premier — his
two brazen pillars, the Jachin and Boaz. '
“ Gentlemen, the particular unfairness of this
j)rosecut'ion strongly demands your attention.—

¥ Mr. Danning, afterwards lord Ashburton.
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The advertisement, now brought before you,
was published on the 19th of June, 1775.
Observe, too, the charge is not any harm
that it has done, but only a fendency. What!
come two years and a quarter afterwards to
prosecute for a tendency to mischief. Appeals
for. felony, for rape, and for murder, must
be brought within a year and a day. Good
God! if twenty years shall prescribe for trea-
son —if forty or sixty years for a landed es-
tate — if six, for asingle contract debt ; if one
year for appeal in case of rape — shall not the
mere tendency of an insignificant libel in a
newspaper. (if it was a libel, but it is not) —
shall not that be permitted a two years” pre-

scription ¢” .

Afier this, Mr. Horne took occasion to notice
something that had dropped from the attorney-
general, about “ not knowing him;” and re-
marked, that this very person had solicited his
acquaintance, through the medium of a common
friend *, then in -court, and that they had sat
together from half past eight in the evening to
an hour considerably beyond midnight. He
added, that on a question+ being asked, why

* Mr. Dunning.
. 1 Most probably this related to his advocating the cause
of Mr. Wilkes.
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he had acted a certain part; “I told the gen-
tleman, in the year 1768, that there was a par-
ticular sect of religion, which of all others was
most abhorrent from my principles and way of
thinking; but, I observed, persecute them to-
morrow, and I will declare myself of that sect
the next day.” This passed long before the
wicked advertisement alluded to; ]ong before
could foresee that the Americans were to be
treated as they-have been. ‘

“ Every action in which I have been con-
cerned has steadily been upon oue and: the

same principle; I have never had occasion to

sapport a friend or ‘an acquaintance, to pro-
mote an election, or to vote, or to do any thing
for any particular conncxions; they have always
been absolute strangers to ‘me, and men taken
up on the footing of oppression. Friends!
Yes, if friendship received from me could make
them my friends. But friends! No, if any
friendship received from them was necessary to
make them so. DMy motive has been constantly
the same: I know no American.

“ Gentlemen, I have been more concerned in
my library, than I bhave with the comnerce of
men in the wor. 1d; and I read there, when I was
very young, that when Solon was asked which
was the best government, he answered ‘where

*



““ o

464 LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 1777,
those who are not personally injured resent av.d
pursue the injury or violence done to another,
as he would do if done to himself’—That he
said was the best government; and he made a
Taw empowering men to do so. Now, gentlemen,
we are happier, we are under a better govern-
ment; for our laws enjoined us to do what he
onlyempowered mentodo.- Byour laws thewhole
neighbourhood is™ answerable for the conduct of
each: our lawsmakeiteachman’s dutyandinterest
to watch over the duty of all. This principle
and duty has been represented in me as a malice.
It is the only malice they will ever find about me.
‘They have in no part of my life found me in any
court of justice, upon any pcrsonal contest or
motive whatever, either for interest, or profit,
or injury. But to return, in this matter of
charging the king’s troops with murder, there is
a very striking circumstance; and that, too, I
suppose the attorney-general will have forgotten.
It is well known, that, amongst other oppres:
sions and enormities that gave me pain, murders
(without any contest and dispate) committed
“and pardoned gave me much. I caused the
coldiers in St. George's Ficlds to be prosecuted—
the king's thoops—for murder. 1 took them up.
It was called no libel by the then attorney-ge=
neral; they were tried for murder; I did intend
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to have. told you how they escaped — but they
. were charged with murder, and that, not only
in a court of justice: I advertised it with mny
signature. ' '

“ It is notoriously known, that I charged the
murder on the king’s troops by name. - It was
not thought a libel ; it was thought a very great
affront; for these troops had been than_ked, in
the king’s name, for their alacrity on the occa-
sion. What then, if the king’s name had heen
used to thank men for their alacrity, what then ¢
There was murder committed; I saw it with
my own eyes; Isaw many barbarities commit- -
ted ; 1 might have been among the slain. Soon
after that, Mr. Staunley, a considerable officer in
the state, moved, in the house of commons, for
an act of parliament, to take away from the sub-
jeet the right of appeal in the case of murder,
because I had caused appeals to be brought;
that is, I assisted the parties who brought them.
This motion was supported by.Mr. Selwyn. - Mr.
Dyson, alord of the treasury, declared himself
to be entirely of their. opinion; -while the at-
torney-general, in his support of that motion,
had reviled the right of appeal in’ the subject
for murder; as a Gothic custom ! Why gentle-
‘en, so are all the rights and liberties, and vas
luablé laws, which we have ; they are all Gothic!"
© VOL. L. 2 H
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_Buat this was to be plucked out from amongst
the. rest; and becaunse it is Gothic, that men
shall be punished for mwurder, because it is a

“shackle on the king’s mercy, murderers are not
to be punished ! '

“ Gentlemen, this attcmpt has a near afﬁmty
with this prosecution of me, for a libel against
the government, for charging the king's troops

~with murder. I beg your attention to the mat-
ter; for you sce they have got farther now in
their system and their doctrines ; and the mere
charging the king's troops with murder is to be
considered as a seditious libel against the king
and government! The king’s troops shall not

‘be charged with murder! Observe, then, what
follows : the king, perbaps, will not pursue ; the
subject shall lose his right of appeal; and you
shall not even dare to. say, that the lung s troops
have committed murder. o

“ I am told it is not for any of those charges
about subscription, payment, collection, &c. of a
sum of money, that I am prosecuted; but for
cbargmg the king's troops with murder — there
the attorney-general said, ¢ he put his finger” 1
have not charged the king's troops with mur-

_der: there is not any such assertion in the ad-

“vertisement. Indced, suppose the charge to be
true ; “others hiad charged the king's troops with
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this murder nine days and more before my ad-
- vertisement. The charge was authenticated in
thé most formal manner: original affidavits
taken on the spot, were lodged with the lord
mayor of London. The charge was not anony-
mous; it was signed by the agent of the pro-
vince where the ‘murders -were compmitted : it

was signed by Mr. Arthur Lee; he publicly-

avowed it every where.

“ Dut, gentlemen, although I did not inake
the charge in the advertiscment, to save trouble,
I am willing to have it so understood: I do
again make it now. *"Suppose then, if you please,
that I have charged the king’s troops with mur-
der. Well! what then ?* How follows the li-

bel against the king and the government # ‘The,
charge against me now is, that I have charged

the king and the government with murder. But -

is that, which is meant to support the informa- -

tioh, to be found in the advertisement ¢ Does -

every mai, that says a soldier ‘has committed

-murder, involve the king and government ?*
“ Gentlemen, I must entreat you to recal to
.your ‘memory, in what light military execution

has al\v'tys hitherto been considéred in’ this-

country. — I refer you to the' mlhtary execation
at Glenco ; and I published the pamphlet on thls
suI)Ject, that all the world might see.it.

2H 2
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“ On a commission of inquiry being instituted,
they repoited, that the slaughtér of the men at
Glenco, was a BARBAROUS MURDER ; and, after
’tlnc, the parhament of Secotland voted it a BAR~
BAROUS' MUrDER! Now, then, gentlemen, I
must beg you to compare that doctrine concern-
ing Glenco, (Wwhich has never been arraigned,)
with ‘this doctrine of the attorney-general con-
‘.- cerning the soldiers at Lexington. But yon
. will be told, that it was no murder, because
there wis a necessity for it ... ..Lord Stair said -
the same for Glenco. Baut the king’s troops are
now taken out ‘of the equality with other sub-
jects ; and yet I have learned from Mr. Justxce
'Atkins, ¢that some judges dre of opinion, that
before a trial or presentment, or acquittal, inodo
legitimo, no action upon the case for slander
will lie; it not being,’ he says, ‘ripe for it till
" an acquittal. By the same reason,’ he says, ‘it
.is not ready for.an information, which is but’
the king's suit — the reason being the same in
both.’- So that if this be true, this prosecution,
gentlemen, is too soot as well as too late: too
soon, because it predudes the inquiry into the
fact,. ¢ whether muider or not, and too late, for -
the reasons I have d]ready given'”
After the. exammatlon of some mtnesses on
© the part of My, Horne, and the attomey-genm'al



1777.  LIFE OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 468

refusing to be interrogated by him as to matters
of evxdence, the latter commenced his reply,
which ‘was long, laboured, and able. At the
conclusion, the jury withdrew about five o'clock
in the afternoon, and returned into court, half -
an hour after six, with a verdict, that the de-
-fendant was “ guilty.” .

On Wednesday, November 19, 1777, the at~:
torney-general moved for Jud"ment on which .
Mr. Horne arose and offered his reasons agamst
it. ' '

“My lords,™ said he, “1 cannot mentjon ‘
‘what I have to say in arrest of judgment, with-
out first acknowledging the obligations which T
have, and the thanks which I owe, to my prose- -
cutor and to my judge; for it is to, them and to
" the arguments which they used, in order to ob-’
tain a verdict. from the jury, that I am indebted
for the arguments which must prevent the judg-
ment. At the same time, it is but Jjustice in me -
to declare, tlmt, whatever , ill-founded - doubts

might, at the beginning of the trial, have hqr— :

oured in my mmd concerning ang personal en<"
mity, hostxht) , .or- prejudice towards me, before
the “close of the trial they were- all entirely ef-
faced ; for enmity is not a supine .and careless,
but an active and curious principlé, plomptmg'
men to neglect nothing which may tend to plo'

!
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" duce the desired mischief. And your lordshnps,
 Tam persuaded will see reason to believe with me,
that, so far from any common diligence having
been used against me, neither my prosccutor, nor
my judge, nor my -jury, had ever so much_ as
.once cast an eye over the information Broufrl:t
_against me; for your lordships will mst'mtly
perceive, by lookmg at the record, that I am not
therein.charged with any crime.
. ¢ After bespeaking the attention of the jury,
" I, with a view to this, desired them to take the
information out of court with them. But, my
lords, when 1 heard the reply of Mr. attorney-
general, and the address of tbn Jlldge to the
jury, I'was no longer at a loss to understand how’
it h’tppened,‘ that I could. not see in the charge
+ against me, that criminal matter which they
Jimagined it to contain; for I then heard, for the
ﬁnst tume, that there was an insurrection or re- ,
belhon in the colony of Massachuset’s Bay; ; that
certain persons—and those persons. denomi-
nated king’s troops — were employed by his ma-
jesty and by the govermuent, for the purpese '
quelling that insurrection or rebelhon that in
this their employment and service, ‘an enfrnge-
- ment ensned between the said rebels or insur- -
gents, and the king’s troops so exnplO)ed that
r m this en gagement certain of the $aid insprgents
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or'rebels were slain by the said king's troops ; and.
that my advertiseinent, and the charge_of mur:
der, said to be contained in it, related to the said
insurgents or rebels so slain- by the uud king's
troops so employed.

“ Now, my lords, though the Jury did,
throngh want of attehtion,’ forget to consider,
that these cuuunst«mces were nelther plosed
nor charged, yom‘ lordships, 1 am sure, who are
to look to nothing but to the record itself; will
not fail to consider, that no mdlctment or in-
formation can be cured or made good by any
lmplxcatlon,) arsrument, suppos«.d notonety, or
intendment whatever. -

¢ Nothing can be assumed or mtcndcd a"'unat
me but what is expressed in the record itself. If
therefore, in the whole range of possible occur-
rences, there can any one be imagined; in which
it would not be crininal to say, that the king's
' troops, (00 technical term, my. lords, troupeauz

— flocks — companies — ¢ven descrters may be
comprehended under that term) — if, therefore,”
'any one possnble occurrence can be imagined, (and”
suppose ‘there are a great many ;' the ]udge, who
tried me; helped me to some, above twenty) — if
any one can be nnagmcd, in which it would not
be criminal to say, that the k'ing"s troops have
. co'rnnﬁtted'murder, then your ldrdships cannot,
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upon , this mformatlon, proceed to judgment,
:\bec'mse the information wants those necessary
avenments, which cannot, by any means, he in-
tended for your lordships will find, by looking
at the lecord, that, in each of the various counts
- which this information contains, it is simply
averred, that I did write, and print, and publish,
and cause and procure to be written, and printed .
. and pubhched to the tenor and effect follow-
ing.” '

After a reply from the attorney- -general, and
some observations from -lord Mansfield,  the
Tatter said, “let him (Mr. H.) be commlttod »
" Mr. Horge, who had beforé refused to urge an)
thing in extenuation, until the decision of the
'cmut had told him something criminal existed,

. 3mmedxatcly retorted “ Will your lordship com-
. mit me, before it appears whether I am evcn ac-
cased of any crime " :

Lord M. ¢ No; then you may cowme up ‘on
- Monduay.— You came volimtarily now” -

My, Q1. < ] did.” . .

- Lord M. “ Then come up voluntan]y again. -
If you should find any precedents on either side,
I wish you would give them to us.” -

Mr. H. <1 am not very likely to produce
precedents.” * . .

On \Ionday, hovember 24, lo:d Mancﬁdd

’
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after reading some evidence before omitted’ by
him, and quoting two precedents, pronounced
-the . opinion of the court, “that the information
was sufficient.” On, ghis Mr. attorney-general
spoke in aggravation of the libel; -he was replicd.
to by the defendant, who declared, *that evi-.
dence could not supply the defects of the infor-
‘mation,” and avowed, that, though their lord-
ships’ judgment was to be pronounced upon .
‘himself, he should attend to hear it, with the-
indifference and cuiiosity of .a travgller;” and
he added, what he had before openly stated on
‘the trial, * that he had an employment which
would confine -him in his room, longer than
their lordships would dare to confine him!” _
< % My lords,” added he, * the attomey-gene«-
ral has talked to you of my’ patrons. I havgl.
liad in my life, and very early in life, the greatest
‘of patrons; ay! with all their power, greater
'than any that new hear me. My lords, I re-
nounced my patrons, ‘because I would not re-
mounce ‘my principles; repeatedly, over and over
again, of different descriptions, and in différent’
s:tuatlons I am proud, because I am insulted;
-or else I cer tainly should not have 'héld any of
tlns ]anguage. -
“The attorney-genela] ‘through a blameful
cuy ¢lessness, has told you a story ‘of a theologi-

']
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«cal, polemical dispute, between-myself and a pa-
rishioner. Inever had such a dlspute—no theo-
logical disputes that ever I read of, and I have en-
“deavoured to- read.all thys ever happened, ever
interested . ng; Ain “'fhe manner thdt the present
disputes. do, m(c}eqt‘ ‘e «J.never was made to .
‘bea umrtyr.' Lhave, opmxons “of my own, but I
‘never-intended to suffer for them at the stake.
“ My lords, he has endeavoured to insinuate
that all that I wrote, and all that T said, was for -
_the sake'oj _a paradeful triumph over. justice;
" and he has talked again and again of the mob.
Rat the mob have conferred no greater favour
an’ me than the 'lttorney-genergnl I.have been -
repeatcdly followed by very mumerous mobs
“in order to deﬁtloy me, single and alone, for'a
great length of way; not once, or twu;e, ar three
times, but four or five times; ‘two,.Jo ree thou-
sand at my heels. - I ain sensible of the ridicule
of the situation, even when I mention.it, Thgse
are the only favours I have ever received from"
ﬁhe mob; these are the iny favours’ that } h.av‘é _
ever solicited; and J protest to yoyr lordships I
would much rather hear the mob hiss than
halloo: for the latter would give me the head-
ache, the first gives me no pain. My lord,?
addressing: himself to the earl of Mansfield, « I
have heard .of those who have e;presced more
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wishes for popularity than ever 1felt: 1 have:
heard it said, and I think it was in this court, -
that they ¢ would have popularity; but it should”
e that popularlty which follows, not that which
" is souﬂht after” My lords, I am proud enough
10 desplse them both. 1f populanty would offer
itself to me; 1 would speedily taLe care to kick
it away. .

* As for ambition and bodies of men, and
-parties, and societies, there is nothing of it in:?
the case. There is no body of men. thh whom
1 can think, that I know of There is no body
of men with whom I'am connected There 1is
no body of men froin 'whom I expect help or
assistanice. My lords, I have already appeared
in this sitnation often enough; and if I had, as ’
hds been asserted, any luxury, or. pledsure in
holding 18self forth in public; it would long
before this have been satisfied. There are many
other things: which I mnght say, to - your lord-
shlps, but as I trust, and ful]y trust, that I shall

-find'a remedy, my lords, agaiust the pr esent de- :
cxsx?n, I must forbear sayirig one sylldble m ex-
tenuation of what the attorney-geneml has been
pleased to charge me with; and leave your lord-
shlp,s‘ to pronounce your judgment without the
least cons:deratxon of me; without tbe smallest
desire that you should abate a hair from what you .
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think necessary for the justice of the country.

& shall leave. it entirely to your lordship’s dis-

cretion.”
Immediately after this, Mr. justice Aston pro-
nounced the sentence of ‘the court, which was,

-that the defendant ““do pay a fine of two "hun-

dred pounds, and be lmp_rlsoned for the space of
twelve jhonths, and until that fine is paid,- and
that be do find securities for his good behaviour
for three years, hithself in four hundred pounds,

. and two $ureties in two hundred pounds each.,”

-

-*.From. that sentence Mr. Horne appealed by
nicans of a wrif of error, in 1778, to the highest
tribunal -known to the Jlaws of this kingdoni.
Mn.Dunniug, ‘who had refused on the former
occasmu to accept: of a retainer from the crown,
was now employed as’ counsel for the prisoner.
H¢ had already given it as his opini, that the
objection suggested by Mr. Horne, was insuper-
able and fatal, and, calculating too nicely on a
supposed defect .of resolution on the part of the
presiding judge, Le ‘had declared in private,
¢ that, whatever might be lord Mansﬁeld’
wishes on this occasion, he would not dare to .
over-ru]e it.” Fmdmv himself. mistaken, be’
reSolved to combat manfully for his client. Ac- .
cordingly, - in his argument at the bar of the
haquse of lords, he proved the non-existence of

[
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the most hostile of the two precedents relied on
by the lord chief justice; hoth of these, indeed,
appeared to have been abandoned there, and
the deseription and existence, of the crime, ac~
tually trrned, as will be scen hereatter, on a
nice grammatical question, relative to the precise
mrcaning of two or three wordy in the text]

TND OF VOL 1
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