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Auzsust 2, 1940

AY OUTLINE OF THE CONVFRSATION ERTWEI'N FORSIGN MINISTER MATSUOKA
AYD GERMAN AMBASSADOR OTT

Foreign Minister MATSUOKA invited Gormen Amdessador OTT and they had a
conversation betwesn 5 and 6.40 ™M on Auvcust 1, 1340, the gist of which

in »s follows:

MATSUCKA: "I info-med vor ths niher day that no talking would be
necessary between fova:u ornd Cervacr, mor you =nd me. My feeling,

howewer, isjust rs vo<1 Jnew, enl aa I mentioned it the other day, I am
neither pro-German nor pro-Tritish, dut, so to spesk, pro-Japanese, So
that I dare to oprose the fact of lcevins our destiny to eny foreipn
country or foreiguer. But I think tiat Tuehrer EITLTR and Foreign Minister
of the Rcich must know the fact 28 well es Your Excellency knows it, that

I am one of the proposera snd orizina*ors of the Jepanese-German Anti-
Comintern pact. TLeter, wher the problem of the Jepanese-German Military
Alliance occurred, youi saw my attitude and I think it is unnecessary to
explain neither my feeling nor my standuoint for Germany ~nd Italy
repeatedly. As you mey find out easily, both the covernment and the
people have inclined to sirengthen the power of the Axis, but it is not
decided yet in the cabinet council. I cannot persuade Premier KONOT and
other membhers of the cabinet, unless I know at leamt the outline of
Germany's intcntion or attitude to the thousht I embhrace before it will

be carried out. In other words, I am very anxious to know what the

German attitude is on my point of view, or I am sorry to say that I can hardly

carry it out,"

OIT:,"It mey Do natural but I went to know whot Japan is going to do.
Without knowing it concretely, I think Berlin can not answer youl

VMATSUOKA: " I hate, as you know, to use diplomatic or sugrestive terms
and I o expross my thousht freely. Javan is intending to estadlish

& new order of Greater East Asia, as m~de alresedy public dy the Japanese
Governmont, in a cirecle of Japan, Manchoukuo 2nd China including the

South Sere, and wishes the liberation and freedom of all nations end reces
in the sphere, end thus is planning to increase their mutual and common
profit aiming at co-vrosverity. Sveekins in the other way, I opnose sub-
Jugation and exploitation. 1 object to them even if made by Javan, Of
course, some Jananese may be plannins to subjugate and exploit these regions,
but dhey are taught to do so by some Furopeans and Americans, and so,

they are thoese influenced b America and furope. I owvose abasolutely these
MTNETS whether they misht be done by Japaneze or Furopean and American powers.
I have determined to resist and diepute if Japan would dare to commit such
deaods. There ave fairly many Japanese who have the same opinion as mine,
that is, to wish all the people to cet mutual end common advantases and to
attain mutual prosperity. Japan does not refuse to have these reciona
entered by Puropeane and Americans, nor will expel them from the sphere.

I believe this very princinle will bring immediaterly a large profit to
Armericans and Pwropeans 500. You nay have ecome dcubt in what I said,
swrvering the present China Incident superficially, but if enou~h time

is ziven, Jepan will realize surely this idea 28 well in China.
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Wow, as I dYelieve, Japan can manase by herself in what concerns
China, and I didn't question Gormany ebout it., But I would like to know
what attitude Germany will assume tovards the aforecited Japencse idesl
or course on the South Seas? Wnat will Cermeny want to pain in tho
Scuth Seas? And wint foes CGevmenr want and what can it do es rezerds
‘fusso-Jepanese rolations?  As for tho Americen-Japaness relstions, I always
think the future vorli civilization will Helons to the Pacific civilizetion
in which, I Bcliave, both Japen end Ameries “ril) play creat roles, azd so
the relation hetween both countrias is 2n important matter affecting a
gerious influence on tomorrov's Fuaan “einra. I wish %0 know what Goermenvy
wishes to do toward wiv.t she cen 3o and vwhkat she regaests of America or
Japan from this cvarall wiewpoiat. but, excepting this for the nresent,
a8 1t is 2 too larg: =xf tou duseant a nrodlem I want to know whet Germany
wishes to 4o tewrrds 2pelica and what vhe con do far the srke of Japan in
the preeent situnticn in tho relation uvetwean Japan and America wahich you
well know'".

OTT: "It is guite na‘ural of yovr opninion, but I went to now, first of
rll, of your meanines of the bhounda of the Sovth Soas!.

MATSTOK: " In ny perscnal opinion, I inslude as far as Siam for the
present in the sph2re, tut it may bYe extonded by and dy in the future
according to any chen.e of circumstances."

OIT: "Thie is mr Hersoral oninion ton. L8 %2 the South Secag, Germany

228 three biz viecwpoints. Gormans is now i1 the war asainst Great Britain,
but there is e poeeibility o7 develonins into 2 war againstl wnolg British
Empire (war of destroyin~ the British ®rmoire) in the futnre. MT™e South
Seas, for Germeny, mvst be geen from this point of view, This is (1)
Germany must consider what should be dona for her, with the South Seas,
when the war develons to such conditions, (2) just what things a2d4 how much
should be nocesaary to be required, (3) after all, the prcblem denends

woon the Germen attitude of how to settle and how to keen her with Japan
end the South Scas Looking from such a broad sirndnoint nt the war a~sinst
Britain, the Chinr Incident is s8imoly 2n incident, isn't it? Ané I think,

too, apart from this worldwide confusion 2nd movemrnt, the Chine Ircident
cennot be solved. DTon't you thinl-s so?"

MATSTUOXA: " I think I can ncrec with the laset pert of your personsl oninions,
and once sent a discourse of that fact to a masezine. At present, £s you
Inmow, most of our neonle remerd the China Incident as one of the most urgent
natters to be aettled. 1, as Foreisn Minister, cennot help considering

the opinion of our pcoople. The China Incident forms = part of the world-

wide confuesion indecd. Fowevor, it is the grave guestion for Japan to
dispose of."

OT7: " Eow does Japan interd to settle China?"

HATSUQRA: " To Jmock CHIANG FAI-SYEL down comnie*tcly is intended®.
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(The AnSaseador seemed 2 little startled.)

T: "It must be a means; dbut are there not any poseibilities of consulting
with CEIAYG? I think it is & wise means to consult with hin."

MATSUOKA:" I do not entirely refuse to confer with CEIANG, but there is

no other means than to knock him down because of the Japanese characteristic
viewpoint. I thizk, at present, he has to be sudbjugated thorouvghly. Of
course, means of arm3 is not the only one. At any rate, however, I delieve
that Japan, by her power alone, is able to settle the China Incident.™

OTT: "But, in managirz the China Incident, I think Japan should lay emphasis
in taking Soviet-Rissia as & reasonabdbly grave prodlem. From the noint of
view of Soviet-Germen relation, Soviet Nussia does not seem to dHe dronserous
to Germany any more".

MATSUOKA : " I have glso the same percention. Perhaps, one of the important
mofives, at least, which made EITLER, the "Eampf-fughrer", determine to
intrude like the wind into Denmark, Belgium and Netherlands or to carry

out the lightenins operation on the field of Flanders, mirht have been thet
he had apprehended irconstant movemants of STALIY which were unable to be
forseen in the mornins how thev would be in the evenin-. (The Ambessador
nodded. ) When the German Army entered Paris, I thought HITLER conquered
STALIN, On that inctant, I concluded that CGermany needed no longer to
worry about the Soviet-Ruesia."

OTT: "So did I. If Japen wishes, Germeny will offer ~ood officés of
Japan and the Soviet Rucsia and I think it is clever %o omen negotiation
between Japan end the Soviet-Russia. As far as I believe, NITLFR has

no intention to have dispute with the Soviet-RBussia and Germany can do
without dispute. As for the American probleme, GCermany does not think
the United States would participate in the wer, At this moment I hope
you woulcd pay epecial attention to the fact that Germany does not intend
to dispute with America in the future, but, rether, wants to come into
mutual understanding which is beliewyed to be possible. In short, the
German main interests in the Western homiephere lie in South 2nd Central
Anerica. In ordor to trade with South America and to develon economically,
friendly relation mast be contracted with the United Stotes. Moreover,
trade and other economical relations with the United States herself must
be pnromoted. If the relation of Jepanr with America (South and Yorth)
is the same as that, the interests are elso the same 2s8in Germany and
Japan must assume the similar attitude toward the United States asGermany
dons. 1f such is the case, CGerrany will de edble to offer good offices

to Japan to restore and promote close end friendly relationshiv with
Americal.

MATSTOKA: " As for the United States, South and Central Anmerica or Caneda,
the problem is entirely sconomic for Japan: especially Japan has recently
tzken the policy to promote commerce with Central ~nd South America
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and wishes to develop enterprises there. Therrfore, in this respect,
Japan is pleced in the same position and hae the seme idea 28 Germany.
However, in the newspapers these lsst two or three days there is news
statinzg as 1f the Americens are in a high passion to participate into the
wer, Waht is your opinion about 1t?

O7T: "Germany has collected authentic information a2bout the United

States; 80 it is groundless that the Americans ere in a high passion to
particinate into the war. Recently President ROOSTVELT has bYeen brought
to bay. I think Your Excellency haa read the interview of Tughrer HITLER
with WIEGAFD; from Germany's point of view, the resson why NITLYR hae
given him an interview was that, ns the American pecple are getting still
more opposed to tho peolicy of the Preaident who wishes to have the United
States participated into the war and to keep away of the President's policy,
HITLFYR has given an interview to an American voressmen with the view of
enlarging the gap between the President and American people. The relation
between Germany and the United States is not necessarily deteriorated; it
will be rather improved.

MATSUOKA: "By the wey, regavding your requeet through Mr. X dYearing on
(1) transportation of goods throuzh Menchouluo, Siberia and Soviet Russia
to Germany, (2) the earliest settlement of tho Germens' damages in China,
(3) the control of anti-German articles in newspevere written in Buzlich ,
at today's cebinet council, 211 the ministere concerned decided to meet
your wishes in principle. And so, you needn't to go back to Borlin.

However, 'Hed Tape' is inevitable in every country and there mey be delay
in bringing it into effect, and I wish vou will understand that., I will
manase for nysclf the items (1) and (2) especiall (1) snd, as to (3),

ny under-officialas have entered into consultetion with those of other
minieters concerned.™

Ambassador OTT has brought the German Memorandum bearing on those
three cases and handed it over to MATSUOXKA ~nd at the same time mnother
memorandum concerning Japanese officials in American continent who hesitate
to give certificates to the Germen nationals who heve no connection with
German military to repatriate to Sermany snd asked MATSUOXA to teake friendly
measures. MATSUCXA roplied that he would soon take measures to do his best
by conferring with fellow members of the cabinet, especially with the
Minister of Communications end =lso give instruction to the 2uthorities
concerned abdbroad.

Furthermore, in reference to the Italian Mission, Ambassador
OTT said: "I am displeased with this Mission, 2s I firmly believe that
it hee been sent by Japan to alienate Germany from Italy. It is quite
netural that Ambassador ShTO, who hes been thought unfriendly towerds
Germany, siould not be treated well in Germany, when he drooved in there on
his return from Italy", MATSUOKA saild that he himeelf hea:rd such 2 rumor
but he did not believe it and that he laughed it away ridicailous when he
heard that rumor. 3But OTT did not seem tc bhe convinced of MATSUOXA's derial.
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And Ambassedor OTT said "Since I have arrived here as Ambassador
to Jepen, what I had felt hes been entirely unpleasnnt. Until now XASUMI-
GASEXI hae disrezerded Germeny and never ziven settlemonts to tha question
Germen Embassy had turned over., For some of them, even a renly hes not
bern ziven. This may be sufficicnt reason to he crlled back home by
my goverament. &nd you hnve never #iven me the chance to see you except
on business end I have been treatad inferior to 3ritieh and the United
Statcs Ambassadors: I taoke this for an unendurs~hle insult. In spite of

such conditions the German Government hae still a little hope in me =nd hsse
not c~lled me bacl: home till to-day™.

Furthermore MATSUOXA srid to OTT that he told Ambagsador HENVRI
the Jepenese request for French Indo-China which is abdbsolutely necessary

and urgent matter for the militery operctions in the horderland of French
Indo-China #nd aes he supposed that the French Government misht reofer this
matter to the Cerman Goverament, he asked OTT to eadle to the German
Government to persuade the ¥rench Government to nccapt the Japanese
request without hesitation in theat cese, or if not referred, to send

the intontion of the Cermen Govermment to the Frencl Government.

Ambassador OTT replied that he would soon telesranh so.
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statement of Source and Authenticity

I, _FHayeshi Kaoru y hereby certify that I am of=-
ficially connected with the Jepsnese Government in the follow-

ing capacity:_Chief of the Archives Section, Japanese Foreign

Office and that as such official T have custody of the

document hereto attached consisting of 12 pages, dated

August 2 , 1940, end described as follows: Outline of the

conversation on August 1., 1940, between Fo oign Minister

MATSUOKA and German Ambassador OTT. |
“M

I further certify that the attached record and document is

an official document of the Japenese Government, and that it

1s part of the official archives and files of the following

named ministry or department (specifying also the file number
or cltation, i1f any, or any other official designation of the

regular location of the document in the archives or files):

Foreign Ministry

olgned at Tokyo on this
6th day of September, 1946, s/ XK. Hayashi
SEAL

Signature of Official
Witness:_ /s/ Nagaharu 0do
: Official Capacity
Statement of Official Procurement

I, _Richard H, Larsh _, hereby certify that I am asso=-
clated with the Generasl Headquarters of the Supreme Commander

for the Allied Powers, and that the above deseribed document
was obtained by me from the above slgned official of the Japa-

nese Government in the conduct of my official business.

Signed at Tokyo on this

6th day of Sept., 1946, /s/ Richard HE Larsh

/s/ J. A, Curtis

Witness: 2d Lt, Investigator, IPS

Official Capacity
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Stntement of Source rnd Authenticity

I, Heyashi Kooru _, hereby certify that I em officially

connected with the Japrnese Government in the following capacity
Chief of the :rchives Section, Jap-nese Foreign Office

and that ns such officirl T have custody of the document hereto |
attached consisting of__12 _pages, deted_ August 2 1940

and.described as follows: Qutline of the conversntion on AUL =

ust 1, 1940, between Foreizn Minister IIATSUOKA and German Am-
bassador OTT e« I further certify that the attached record

and document 1s an official document of the Japenese Government,
and thet it is pert of the officinl archives and files of the
following named ministry or department (specifying 21so0 the

file number or citation, if any, or 2ny other officiel designa-

tion of the regular loceotion of the document in the archives

or files): Foreign Ministry o B S
Slened at_Tokyo on this

6th dey of September, 1946, [s/ K, Hoyashi
Signature of Official

S EAL

Witness: [sé Nogaheru
Officinl Capacity

statement of Official Procurement
I, Richard H, Larsh y hereby certify thet I am a2sso-
clated with the General Headquarters of the supreme Commander
| for the Allied Powers, and that the above described document
was obtalned by me from the above signed official of the Japa=-
nese Government in the conduet of rny official business,

Signed at Tokyvo on this

6 _day of Sept., 1946, (s/ Richard I, Larsh
NAIE

Witness: J, A, Curtis. 24 Lt Investigator. IPS |
————————————— Y el & @ o LIAMSAT _
- Official Capacity




