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ITEM 6  Ashida Considers Demooratic-Liberal Part,
Trans avaor: B ;'-!-._::.,;f_ m

Full Translations

A lecture meetin- on the peonle's reconstruction movement was
held at 1500 hours, 1) April, under the sponsorship of certain members
of the eastern division of the Democratic Party. Premier ASHIDA
attended the meetine and delivered a speech entitled, "I ‘ppeal to the
People", A striking contrast was noted between his opinion on the
Demoeratic~Liberal Party's participation in the Cabinet anmd the
oninion revealed by Chairman KATAYAMA of the Socialist Party while
travelling by train to TAKAOKA. The following points were stressed
in the Premier's speech:

(1) The Governrment plans to increase the present food
ration from 2.5 Go to 2.8 Go,. .

(2) The Bank of Japan note issue has almost ceased to

- increase since December. bpe |
(3) Production of materials is only LO percent of the 1937
- level, Goods must be imported from ahroad,

() ‘The Diet cannot be dissolved now with so rany nressing
matters awaiting discharge, However, as the situation
changes in the future, if it becomes clear that the
people are ahsolutely opposed to the Government 1
believe it is only natural from the viewpoint of political
morals that the Diet should be dissolved and the peOplg'B-
will respected, ‘ g -

1t is almost ilmpossible to carry the nation through the J
crisis unless powerful meagures are enforced by a

cabinet in which the four najor .parties’ particinate, If

the Democratic~liberal Party makes up its mind to

co—operate with this cabinet, I will readily welcoms.

their co-operation, s ntadin 0 K Fo

el o

Katayama Onnoses Denocratic-Liberals in Cabinet - Jimnmin -« 13 igr L8 .

ansilator: e lsniba 1)

- - T AT g

. full Tsanslation:

e o b W Y " ’
¥

(TOY\MA) - Chairman KATAYAMA of the Socialist Party, on his
stumping tour of the country, arrived in TAK'0OKA Shi, TOYAMA Ken, at
1300 hours, 1l April, In an interview with the press oenroute he
revealed tho following vicws:
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"Although the Katayama Cabinet se=zms to have been unnopular with the
people, its policies were right and natural one designed to bring the
nation through the erisis, It is rumored in some cuarters that the
Diet will be dissolved in the near future, However, the Ashida cahinet
has before it a numhber of important problems such as the purification of
political parties, revision of prices, administrative readjustment, and
tax reform, It must settle these before the Diet is dissolved, Thus,
the present cabinet is entrusted with an important mission, |

1 am opnosed to the idea of forming a national coalition cabinet
to include the conservative Democratic~Liberals, The Ashida Cahinet is
siznificant in that it is a coalition of the three progressive parties,
From this viewpoint, also, I believe that there will be no modification
unless the so«called modified capitalism of the Demoecratic Party
appreaches soclialism as a matter of gourse, =

A possible adverse revision of the Labor Unlon Ilaw 1s being
discussed in connection with the confusion brought about by the labor
offensives, The Socialist Party has already deceided to cffoot
such revisions of labor regulations as would not hinder sound union
movement, The revision will not prove te be a yoke on the labor union
novement, ' . 3.5

- In regard to the projected reform of the Eleetion law, we should
supnort public management of elections to reduce election expenses and
we should adept the unrestricted plural-entry ballot systems In view
of the fact that owr foreign reclations are now taking a turn for the
better, I sincerely ask the people to hear the hardships and rise for
the sake of national reconstruction,
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ITEM 1 Ex-Liberal Purgee in Politieal Donation Case - Jimmin - 10 i4pr 48
' ’ Translator: T. Fukizawa DD)

Full Translation: |
|

In connection with the illegal transactions of politicians over
the political donations now being taken up at the Diet, there has
risen a rumor recently that several million yen from the Nichiro
Fishery Company business funds were gziven to the old Liberal Party
(The present Democratic-Liberal Party) through construction contractors,
It is said that former Liberal Party Chief Secret-ry KONO, Ichiro
who was summoned as a witness by the Illecal Property Transaction
Investigation Special Committee, and Upper House.member and auditor
ol the Democratic Liberal Party, OZUMI, Kenji, president of the
SUMID. Gumi contractors, is connected with this case; and it is
expected to prove to be a pretty biz case,

In March, -last year, the Nichiro Fishery Company, which has its
main office in the Marunouchi Building, contracted the SUMID/ Gumi
of YOKOSUK.. Shi to build a fishing harbor on the KURIHAMA shore,
which work is still unfinished, = '

It is said that hased on a written éontract arranged between him
and FPresident OZUMI of the SUMIDA-Gumi, the then president of the

- Nichiro Company, KONO, Ichiro, paid out 32,000,000 yen as construction

expenses from the business funds of the Nichiro Company,

. Of this amount, about 5,000,000 yen was given to the Liberal Party,
through KONO, as election funds, .is a result, OZUMI was recognized
by the party as an official tlpper House candidate, and after being

- elected, he became auditor of the Party. Recently the SUMID/~Gumi
presented the Nichiro Company with an additional construction expenses
bill for 16,000,000 yen and shoeked the board of directors,

The start of the aifair is as follows:

- Contraet Signed /fter Kono's Purge

In January of last year, directly before his purge, KONO, the
then chlef~secretary of the Liberal Party and president of the
Nichiro company, invited OZUMI, who was then a YOKOSUKL Shi Municipal
Assemblyman, to go on a sightseeing tour to HOKKAIDO.

Ignoring the XONOIKE~Gumi and the KID\-Gumi, which had been the
regular Nichiro Company contractors, KONO contracted OZUMI's SUMID..~- ;
Gumi to -construct the fishing harbor in KURIH/MA, which had been planned ¢
Technically, however, KONO has no responsiblity for the 32,000,000 yen E-
contract because the contract w.s dated 21 Jan 47, immediately after L
KONO wes purged, At the same time this contract was signed,

15,000,000 yen was handed over as initial payment, of which 5,000,000
yen was donated to the Liberal Party, it is rumored,

ITEM 5 Democratic Party Shaken by Parliamentary Vice-minister Issue -
. ;';Sahi - 1 e alrls 18 VoY § B I{a i‘t"'faI‘_a. \ ) |

Full Translation:

4,)-- 1

To discuss the sclection of parliamentery vice-ministers,
the Democratic Party has held several top leader conferences
without coming to a conclusion, The issue finally was left to
President ASHID.L and Director-general I(IMUR.L. Four members of
both Houses including AMANO, Hisashi were unofficially decided
on Tuesday. However, opinion within the party was strongly
against this decision.
bt 'both yesterday's directors! meetins and executive
mecting, detailed explanation of the narliamentary vice-
ministership selection by the top leaders was demanded on the
cround that the selection seemed to have been conducted in =
very confused atmosphera, There were many who were discontented
with the present selcection. _
The disaffected elements on the parliamentary vice-ministership
issue will not, it is observed, irmediately attemnt to secede.
from the party. However, the case may come to the fore hereafter
with the outlet for dissatisfaction steeming from a different

wrobleme Thus the Democratic Party is said to have inecreased
the danger of future party disturbances..

At yesterday's directors' meeting, the Democratic Party
decided to hold an extraordinary convention of the party on L and
5 lay at the Ueno Seiyoken Restaurant, Eeais o
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Stotemeng by Seerctory-generiade Y. S.KI, Trkeshis

.. "The prescnt instobility of the pelitical.situction comes from
the faet that the differgncc of inumericel . strength between-the
povernment cnd non-government partics: is so small thot the
Covernment is uncble. to lead the: National Diet by itscikf, The
Government has no powgr and passion to: tide over the <difficult
situation, The ecaneccllotion of ‘interest payment on war bonds
shows the defceectiveness of the thiee~party policy agrocment,
Finonee Ministor KITaMUR, stated - th:t the payment of interest:
on war bonds would be concelled after May, ‘¢ would, however,
be against such bad, moosures,: ' ;. |

b 4 B W AN R v.ex4

“"In order tp inercase the, people's confidence in the .. .
Covernment, it says with tongue in cheek that a good phenomenon
18 secn for cheeking future progress of inflationi thet the Bank
of Jepan's note issue does not show any progress for the prescnt.,
However, it is vory dangerous: thet the Government should be -
satisfied with this temporary phenomenon without taking o radical
inflation policy, Now that the wage stondord of labor is going
to be¢ inercascd, the prescnt strbil. zed condition of eircul-tion
will ncver lost until this autumn, ' -
"The general unificotion of conservetive fronts, vhich our
party advocotcd lost.outusm, scemed to hove been let off as the
Democreotic Liberal Perty was formed, However, we nre ready to
. co~operate with the Democrots and rother conservotives at any time,
‘The tendeney toward unification of the conservative front is %
now preveiling throughout the country, espeeially in such il
prefectures os 0SaKi., HYOGO, YM/IMGUCHI, CHIB.:, SAITAM., AOMORI - ‘J
and NIIG.TL, 4t the seme timc, we have already formed a solid
combinotion with the opposition parties headed by the Reform
Socinlist Party, Fermers Perty, end the First Diet Members Club.
Understonding has ' slready been made with them on such 1ssucs
as tox, vice-~president, and revision of the clection '1low,
"With the object of forming unified hation~l conservative
front, our party has mobilized all its members to stumping.,
‘ith the support of public opinion, wc will put prnssu}c upon
the Ashida Cebinet, - Although no party deeisidn has yet been made
on whether we should present 2 non-confidence vote to the cabinet
or demand Dict’ dissolution in ‘the ncar future, we will mnke cvery

possible effort o hosten the reésignation of the prescnt
Government M | | | | |
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I 6 Shizuoka D-L Faction Holds Overwhelming Majority in Prefectural
assembly - Mainichi (Shizuoka Edition) - 14 Apr 48, Translator:

Ty Pukawa, (FST

o | Pull Translations

I\ | , g By | __ .
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‘the Shizuoka Prefecturzl Chapter ‘of the Liberal Party hos also
become astive, On 12 April, =t the Mizuguchiys Hotel in OKITSU \
Machi, a round-table’ conference of the prefectural assemblymen of the
Liberal Party was held, At this conference, the application of '
seven members of the SHINSEIKAT '(New Politics Council) - FURUGORI, -
ONO, OGUCHI, HIRAKAWA, SUZUKI (Ted), IW.LSAKI (Kame), and TSUK..GUCHIwe
and three members of the Democratic Party ~= MOTOSUGI, SAKAI, and
QUZUKI ~= to join the party was acted upon..
In addition, Liberall S4ANO, Toichi was elected in the by- |
election for prefectursl assemblymen from IB/Ra Gun. Consequently,
the party has now jumped to first place, holding an overwhelming
majority of 36 seats, Murther, with one or two more members from
the SHINSEIKal and the Peoples Co-operative Party expected to join.
it, it mey be said that the party has succeeded in organizing an
overwhelming force of approximetely 4O out of the total (63 members,
Therefore, it is observed that in the Prefectursl Assembly hereafter,
the Liberals will be the target of the violent drive of the Soecialists
and the Peoples Co-operetives teo cut their majority down and that
2 lively politicsl fight will develop. el | o | SRS -
The ceremony launching the Shizuoka Chapter of the Democratie = = ° =
Libergl Party is scheduled to be held the first part of next month,
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If@. 1 Democratic Pa.rt’j_r_'s Attitude tavard New Phase of Politics = 1ol
Tomin - L Apr L0, Translators NN, Tachibana, ("L,

—— A e P

.\\ \bt SWmerys :
| _ | _ -
. \A ' The follewing cquestions and answers were exchanged with Chief
' Secretary KIMURA of the Democravic Partys
Qs How will. the Democratic Party adjust to the various
trends of the government pariies? ,
i3  The three government parties will make arrangements uo
nrepare for the Diet sessions at delegates! conferences anc
liaison meetiags. e intend to avoid postponing sessions due Tc
thie lack of a quorum, That is the only way to check the opposition's
oilensive, -

r)o
v

: How will the three-party agreement on policies be
materialized? ‘
A: The three parties' nrinciples and claims have been
worked into the policy agreenent, There are still a few
cuestions left to be solved in the future, The Socialist and
Democratic parties have expressed different opinions on the
cancellation of interest naymeont on war bonds,  The nationalization
of banking organs will be detcrmined after asking the opinlons
of erperts, There is also a (ifference of opinion Yetween the
Socialists and Democrats on the'question of land reform.
Qs How will the Democrotic Party support the Ashida cabinet,
cn¢ have it enforce Democrat policies? '
Lz wWhether or not the government parties give full sup ort
to the Ashida cabinet will be manifested during deliberations on the
budcete  The parties will set up a committee to complete prepoxations
for the discussions on the budget compilation question during the
Diet recess, Under a coalition regime, it is difficult ior _
~overnment parties to push their own policies, Our modifioecC capitalism
is best fitted to the present phase of JAPAN's reconstruction, |
O: How will opposition to the rcadjustment of enterpriscs,
the poliecy for industrial concentration, and the nationalization
of important industries be adjus ted?
As It is not trume that smaller ernterprises will be sacriiieed
Tor enterprise rcadjustment, The state should protect even snoll
enterprises since they arc important cogs in our reconstruculong,
The nationalization of important industries should be carefully )
Jlauwnched with the publicl's wnccrstanding,
- Qs What preparotions will be made to import foreign capitcl? i;
A3« The basic prerequisite:is to stop political strifes, and .
leac. the lebor. movements toword production inerease, The entire
population should work to revive production,:
Qe Will a general eleciion be necessary:
A3 llot for some time, ..'e should aveid disselving the Diet

at the present stage, where.the most important factor is increased
PYOGUCEAGI ¢ s & % 5w vin 40 _
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Democratic Liberal lLeaders Talk on

T T | Non-¢onfidence Tssue - Asahi -
apr LB, Translator: T, Hagiwara. B T ——
10Nn:

¥ ' (C‘SAKA)-The Jemoeratic-
SAITO, TANAKA, and HOSHTJIMA
talks with

' o1 Commerce and
industry a | aste | .
o follf)’wsf 1100 hours yesterday, They stated in a press’ eonference

"A gqnconfidonce preposal against the Ashida
in the air, - However, the issue should

unlegg su{’ficient consideration can be given it. We consider that
the tl.me.ls n?t yet ripe, A crreater part of the Dict members
do not wish dissolution of the Dicte However, in order to establish

parliamentary politics, the dissolution should be carric

' : 3 out, We
believe that the neonle will asrce to thi 9 the ;-

P gl 0t ¥4 ‘ or his step wheq they app chend

Liberal leaders including SHIDEHARA >

: who visited OSAKA conducted informe
{inancial leaders at the Osaka Chamber of e

h Gabinet is now
not be brought up hastily,

B S A DRI S e ———
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I Democratic-Liborals to Attack Political /acuum = Nihon keizaf =
21 Apr 43 angletort B, Ishibeshi (DD), - s

\:}.\‘ Full Translation:

The Demoeratie-Libergl Party held a sreeial executives® meeting
at its rarty headquarters at 1007 houre on 20 April, Iresent were
more than 1C party executives staying in TOKYO, inc’uding President
YOEIIDA, Adviser UTHARA and Chief Secretary YAMA”AKI., -Opinion
was exchanged in regard to the formation of various loeal chapters
of the newly established varty and reports on the living conditions
of the people, | -

- The meeting then made arrangements ag to the rarty'!s poliey
to be taken during the Diet sesrion, 4s a result, the meeting
- declded to take up the following questions. The p-rty (1) will
‘call the present Cabinet to account for the present politiecal
vacuum created Dy the faot tha' cabine: ministers, including the
premier, are away from the eanital; (2) will demand the Holding of
a House Steering Committee meeting tn obtain ex lanati-ns on the
Government's intentions in compiling the budget:; and (3) will speed
up formal deliberations by the Illegal Transactions Investigation
Committee, With there questions, and after obtaining the co=operstion
of minor opnosi‘ion rarties the 'arty will open a full-scale opposi“ion
offengive, |

Chief fecretary- YAMAZAKI stated: ""rom the premier's administrative
apeech in the Diet to his recent statement made at O0SAKA the oresent
caoinet has revealed in short that it has no policy. The premier
alwayeg polnte to the pegged=down inflation, but this situation
ies mereiy a result of business mansgenent since last vear,

"The- industrial world continues tc be in a most eritical
condition, Cabinet opirion is divided on such important questions
a8 lebor, the susgension of interest vaymen® on war bonde and
administrative rcadjustment, The vresent cabinet not only betrays its

+ lack of policy but aleo its weaknese peculiar to & cozlition cabinet ,
ased on different princinles and policies, "hat leaves a bhitter tagte
in our mouths is the fact that it is using the imvnortation of foreigdi
capitel as a rolitical tonl by explaining to the veorle that this will
chec’, inflation, and better 'heir liwelihood,*
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‘ ‘erger of the Denocratic Party an? the Denocratic Liheral rarty
18 un?hinkable as long as the latter is dominated by veteran |
- reactionaries, Premier ASHIDA, Jditoshi, told a oress confersnce
yesterday at SHIZANUAMACHI, TOCHICI Ken, where the local convention
. of his party is in session. The replies of the Premier to the
queries of the newsmnen follow:

.., W=-How about the vrogress of administrative read justnent and
abolition of loecal rovernment agencies? | |
A- As readjustment nlans for each ministry have been nearlv drawn
un, ther will be carried out shortly. - The Covernnent cannot aholdsh
all its local branches at one time, but will start their disoosag'at
once, beginninﬁ with the most superfluous ones., * - b S ‘
W~~ihat is rour stand on revision of labor laws?
| A--1 am of the same oninion as State ‘iinister NISHIO. If the
labor movement coes too Par in the foture, there will be no alternative
but to revise' the present labor laws. 'n such a case, T helieve Labor
dnister TATO will chariee “is stand. ; o

Jew'at are‘thofnrospectS'of increasing the rice ration?
| A=<l want to r=alize it by all neans, though Agriculture-Forestry
Minister NAGAF considers it imndssinhle. Since the UNTTED STATES is
most kindly interested in our food situation, T believe that the ration
incr~ase will be possible before this fall. S ’

- 0--Tt 13 asgserted that the stabilityv of the nolitical sitvation
should be sought throurh the ner-er of conservative forces instead of
dissolution of the Diet, What do you think of this* *

- A--Ihe Democrats and the Democratic Liberals are nitted arainst
each other since their policies are not similar. They*cannot Se =
fused together so easilv as 1is supposed, The Democratic Liberal Part‘
1s considered to be reactionary vy foreign observers and it is

- . controlled by 70-year-olds. Amalgamation {s unthinkable until
_ascendancy in the party shifts to the hands of vounger members,
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ITEM 5 Gifu Chaptor of DL Party in Staff Trouble - Provf-miélPaerﬁ Gifu
ames (Gifu) - 17 Apr 408, Translotor: T, Fukawa  (DD)

Full Translation:

The Gifu Prefectural Chapter of the Democratic~Liberal Party,
organized on 10 April, has run into difficulty reparding the
clection of the chapter's staffmembers. At the inausuration
ceremony, HIWA was elected Chapter.Chairman, 3CTO Vice Chairman
and TANAKA Chief-Secretary, These three were to select the
rest of the staff,

The former Democratic Party,however, claimed that the bulk
of the Prefectural Administration Club was to enter the chapter
after the inaugural ceremony, so the former Liberal Party could not
effectuate the election on that day and had been awaiting the
participation of the Prefectural Administration Club,

One weck passed since the opening ceremony, and the only
former Democratic Party members to narticipate were Diet member
GOTO, Prefectural Assemblymen !}UTO and ASAT, and TSUKADA, Hisashi,
Thus, GOTO's hose for the attendence of most of the Administration
Club atthe election has fallen, '

On the other-hand, for fear that thc new chapter may have
difficulty in developing if the clection is postponed, the former
Liberal Party conferred with Chief-Secrctary TANAKA and decided
to protest to Vice-Chairman GOTO about the clcetion matter,
and conduct the cleetion as soon as possible, Since the former
Liberals had withdrawn .theoir plans to have MUTO eleeted vice-
chalrman and agreced on GOTO for the post with the definite
promisc that the bulk of the Prefectural Administration Club
would participate, The attitude of the party's younger mombers
has beccome acute, and GOTO!'s responsibility may be called to
account, At the same time, since, contrary to expectations, the

_ now chapter has taken on political-boss characteristics, a

3 tendency toward reforming the chapter organization by ousting

.\\\: bops=~like members has appecared among the reform factions led by
the Liberal Club,

fron the above, it is evident that the Gifu Prefectural Chapter
of the Democratic-Liberal Party will inevitably encounter many
ciffieculties in the future,
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Extracts: ' , "

An officers'.meeting_to decide whaether or not te join the new
party, was held by the, Tochigl Prefectural Chapter of the Democratic
Party at 100 hours, 20 4April, Under the chairmanship of Chief
secretary OKAT/A, cach of the County and City sub=chapters was
asked to submit their respective resolutions regarding the new
party issug. However, the boelting of Upper House member OSHIMA,
‘sadayoshi, OKADA, Kikuji and 20 members of the Prefectural Assembly
has been decided on, Amoag those who have not vet decided what
to do are OSHTMA, Kiichirc, KODAIRA, Toliichiro (SHIONOYA), and
ODATHA, Yuzaburo (HACA), . '

On this day, at Prefectural Assemblyman ODATRA's reouest,
Governor KODAIRA was also present at the meetins, The Governor
stated as follows, in approval of the new conservative party.

"I too an convinced that the time will come for giant merpger of
the conservative camo, Yet, owing to the surrounding circumstances
anc, especlally, being an administrative official of the present
Government, I cannot assume too clear an attitude, The Democratic
Party will split in two pirties, but in the management of the
prefectural aduinistration, I ask your co-opcration," .

. vith the split of the I'refectural Chapter of the Democratie
party, the Democratic-Liberal Porty will become at a bound the
prefecturg's muber bne party. Including Liberal Diet member
LAMAGUCHI it will have a bilg househgld of three Lower House, two
Upper House, and 26 Prefectural Assembly members, The bolting
group met after the -officers' meeting and at *once conferred on
plans for the formation- of the new party, deeiding on the dissolu on
of the Democratic Party Office for the vime being, The remaining!
group, being obliged to set up a new office, is presently maling |
plans under Diet Member YANO, In the other hand, a°section of
the, belting group has proposed the formation of a Democratie = =
Clun(tentative) as a friendship club of the Conservative Camp, which,
however, has not yet heen taken up in conorete tesms, . =
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ITEM Yoshida ﬁéc_lare.a_' EQH;B_@_rxa:fo_ijé * M, anatio .
48, Translator: _c_I_._:Tae. #ﬁﬂ'—'
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Full Translation: ' \

! | ' |
: . L{IJ (AOMORI)~President YOSUIDA of the Liberal-Democratic Partv, who -
: attended the inaugural rally of its Apmori chanter yesterday, discussed
in a press conference the conservative amalgamation, which has come
to the fore with the resumption of the Diet clos> at hand, and
opnosition offensive in the com'ng session. '
te declared: s
On conservative amalgamation:  "Some circles have misjudeed my
tall with Upper House Speaker MATSUDATRA. immediately after he met
Premier ASHTDA., The public Jjudgment that this will vave the way for
conservative amalgamation and a coalition cabinet is utterly a
groundless rumor. I talked with AATSUDATRA on non-political affairs.
Our attitude was clarified in the answer to Premier ASHTDA at the time
of his cabinet formation. He reed not.sound out our attitude toward
these two problems. Our condition.to these problens is that President
ASHIDA and the Devocratic Party shall conzede to us unconditionally.
Seautifvl nanes such as national salvation must not be made a political
tool to confuse the common people. I am.sure that the best measure ]
under present conditions. is to form a single-party and powerful cabinet |
at all costs." | ' 1 s 8 %
Un the future of present cabinet: "The kev to the quewtion of
now long the present Cabinet will survive denends umon the problem of
to what extent the Democratic Party will concede to the left-wing
Soclalists by cancelling its nlatforms. If the party should not
concede, the present Cabinet will collapse sooner or later, If it
should concede, the vpresent Cabinet will survive for a certain period,
though it will remain powerless. The weak noint of the Democratic
Party lies in the fact that it will not be able to develop its
influence merely by resorting to nartisan tactics." |
Un the opnosition offénsive: "As a big party, we do not want
political mud-slinging with the Covernment. However, we cannot
overlool: maladministration, if it should continue. Under certain
circumstances, we.may put a nonconfidence vote on the asenda. As far
as my information and judgment are concerned, the rumor that objective
circumstances may not vermit a ceneral election are utterly groundless.,
Frankly speak’ng, however, we don't thinc that now is the best time
for a general election, in view of various problems confronting our
country."” Y
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guchl Democrats to Strengthen rostition - frovineial Faper:

Bocho (Yamaguchi) - 17 Apr LBe Transletor: F. Ota, (DD
Full Translation: '
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.Wit? the formation of the Democratic«Libaral Chapter and
growing indications of z Dict dissolution, what the Democratie
Pg;ty'will deelde to do has become the focus of attention in
TAMAGUUHI Ken politieal circles,

“hen the Democratic Cobinet was formed, KURUSU endeavored
repegcodly put in vain to persuade Hepresentative UKEDA into
Jeining the party. At present, AKITA, ¥Mitsukazu of SHIMONOSEKT
and Mayor HASEGAWA of TOKUYAMA Shi are being sounded, but it is
not yet clear as to how far the negotiations have developed,

On the other nand, Vice-gevernor AOYAGI, whe aspirés to run
in the next Lower-House election, went tc TOKYO at KURUSU!'s invitation
carly this spring, when it secemed that the Diet would be dissolved
and it was thought that he would join the Democratic Party. Affar,
returning to t he prefecture, however, he had an‘intervicw with
ISUCHIYA, Motoo, ex-—chief of the Libersl Chapter, through the
efforts of Frefectural Assemblymean UNO and others, and it now
scecmed that he would run on a Liberal ticket,

However, another prospect exists that ho will enter the
Democratic Porty as was first expected in accordonce with the
development of the situation, as it is safer for him to
possible competition with SHIGETOMI, ‘
tCrritOryo ‘

Anyway, the Domoeratic Party, which is*preseﬁtly'in nower, will

not be satisfied with only Councillor KURUSU, but will ste '
move to extend its territory, G et f--.;r%qé v,
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"~ ITEM 6 Jepan's Democratizetion |

frovincial Faper: Kobe Shimbun(Kobe) - 18 Apr L&, Transletor:
e -T, Fukawa, (DD, , ‘ S

Full Translation: _ E
|

~ SAITO, Takao, head of the Democratic-~Liboral Perty's General
5Ifa1rs Dfpartment came to KOBE on 17 April to bte present at the
inauguration mass meeting of the HYOGN Ken Chapter of the

Democratic~Liberal Party, He spoke on the normel procedurec of
constitutional government and added, "I want you citizens to hear

Just what kind of an explanestion the Democrots, who will soon orrive
here in KOBE, will make regarding my specch,”

SAITO spoke further on the following points:

(1) On . the normal procedurc of constitutional government
we must exert every effort toward establishing the regular way
for constitutional government, The present Cabinet insists that the
transfer of political power from the previous Cabinet is not because
of the administrgtive politicies. But the very friction within the
Democrats is an indication that differences arose over each others
policies, To call the designation of ASHIDA as premier constitutional
is an arbitrery mixture of the legzal view that the Diet design:tes
the premier, and the fact that the political party'!'s decide who that
person shall be, The Ashidea Cabinet, which no one wants, ignores
the wishesaof the people, and snything that is unconstitutional disagrees
with that which is democretic, A premier designation which does not
represent the wishes of the people is a false one, end, therdfore
the present cabinct is a false cabinet.

(2) On a powerful cabinet: The idea of 2 coalition cabinet,
which is formed in energencies, in being accepted as if it were
natural, 1 know from personal experience the weakness of having
sovcral captains trying to run the samc ship at the same tiae,

" Today's politics is not polities, but propaganda.

(3) On prospecects. of JAPAN!s economy: It 1s absolutely
a He to say thet it must be the Democratic Party or else JAPAN
cannot receive the’ UNITED STATES! generous aid. The hopeful
news regerding the importation of the foreign capitel is in no
way because of the present cabinet, but it is solely the US's doing.

(4) ©On prefectural politics: HYOCO Ken's polities has two
major camps, with the Socialists on one side and the MINSHU SEIJI-
VA1 (Democratic Politics Society) on the other., I am anxious to
inject this two-major party system in national pclitics and effect
a glant liquidation of the vrrious political groups.

(5) On the democratization of JAPAN: I think that the
democratization of JAPAN will not come until the present odults die
off and the present primary school children grow up into adults
and replece them, The Japanese are that much prone to unreasonoble
action, -

‘Miyasgi Democrats Press Charges Against Ex-Democrats - Mainichi (Vivagi
Sdition) - 24 Apr 48, Translator: A, Kawamura (UG),

Full Translation:

Twelve former Miyagi Democrats, including KATO, Hokichi, AIZAWA,
Tomoo, KADOAKI, Junzo, roused the ire of the Democratic Party when they
turned on their former party. | o

Prior to the inaugural mass meeting of the Prefectural Chapter
of the Democratic-Liberal Party held on 18 April, they announced a
pro-Democratic~Liberal statement in a newspaper advertisement, attacked
the Democratie Party as representatives of the ' Miyagi Ken Democratic
Party" and supported the position of Diet member HOMMA, who had been
ousted by the party over the Coal Mine State Control issue, -

On 23 April, the Chapter preoffered charges against them through
the Sendal District Public Procurator's Office in the name of Chief
Secretary HIRONO, on grounds that with the by=election in the second
ekectoral district before them, they had schemed to confuse voters
supporting the Democratic Party with the name of their body for -
pusposes of furthering their own interests, and that they had violated
the administrative regulations pertaining to associations, because
they had not reported it as an association called the "Miyagi Ken
Democratic Party",which actually does not exist, PTG
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=IiEM 4 Agricultural Policies of the-Demt;Jcmtic-Lj.beral Party - Magazines

S e S S

Wakai Nogyo (Morthly) - Apr 48, Translator, F. Tsunoishi,. (UG)
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q I&‘ ummarys ' .
(Recently I visited Diet member MORL, Kotaro, head of the
Liberal Party Agriculture and Forestry Division and vice-president
of the National Farmer's Union and asked him to explain the
agricultural policies of his Party), ' ins ooy
Reporter: Recently, farmers everywhere are compliining about
the foodstuffs delivery problem, . . - :
MORI: In JAPAN's present stage, delivery is essential, At
least that is our Party's stand on the present food problem, The

basic cause of JAPAN's belated rceconstruection is the lack of
industrial raw materials, We should import materials we'lack and
strive to incrcase thce production of collateral materials, but
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unfortunately, our hands are full with the work of importing food,
Decreasing the amount of food imports in order to increasc the
importation of raw materials can be realized only through increasing
agricultural production to a self-sustaining level, |
Reporter: But this.eannot be realizod undor the prescent food
delivery system, the low agricultural product prices and a situation
where fertilizer and farm implements can be obtained only at
blackmarket prices,

" "MORI: That is why our Party. is opposed to the proscnt food
delivery systems; The present system only scrves to reduce the
desire on the part of the farmers'to inercasc production, A
delivery system based on the yield as the standard is not sound,,

- Our Party advocatcs the adoption of a plan where the
famicrs arc held rosponsible for only a certain amount of food,.

For ingtance, if--this'is fixed at 50 pereent of ,.the estimated
harvest, a farmer will bé held responsible for three balcs of
rice if his harvest.yieclds six balés. If he produced cight
balcs, he will still deliver only three balcs, and on the othcr
hand, if he produces only five, hc will still be regponsible for
thrce bales, | . ' . 5 4

Hdowever, the problem is how to determine.the land to be
chosen” as the standard’ from the standpoint of -productivity of the
80il in estimating the harvest, Under the present condition

* wherc the village bosscs control the investigation organs, they
arc free to stoap to trickery, and the poor farmers who will not
be able to obtain a sufficient amount of fertilizcr wlll not
- 8€¢ an- increase i their yield no matter how hard they mey work,
. .. Reporters .Under your plan, the rice left over after
~delivery is complcted can be sold freecly, This will stimulatc
~the will of the farmmdrs to inercasc production, (Whilc watching
ir MORI spout such lies, your reporter visualizcd 2 seenc of
capitalists, blackmarketecrs and the nouveauk riches gorging on
snow-whitec rice bought &n the frcee market and reaping in wealthes

-2 delivery, system remote from the poor and the workers),

il - . Hven under a delivery systcm bascd on yield, is not the.
price of rice the problem? Famicrs will not deliver rice beeause
the price ‘is so low,-* Is this not so? |

~ MORI:- I do not think the present pricc is appropriatec,. But
to increase the rice price will bc advantageous only te the
wealthy farmers and disadvantageous to thosc who arc 'peors.

Reporter: Why is this so? - | SR i

.= - MORTs Because if the.pricc ts ‘hikcd, the poor farmers must

. eat their owh high priccd rice, b '

Reporter: Why? (is the reportcr presscs the question, MORI .
indignantly replies). i 0L IR g
~ MORI: . Theicapacity of tho poor farmers and thosd who farm
.- for only their own nccs is very limited, .  (For the first time,
this*writu;_undcratood the esscnee of the obligatory food delivery
system advocated by the Liboral Party, The capitalists and

~ blackmarket preofitecrs arc the ones responsible for bringing
about strife between the wealthy and poor farmers sver the food
delivery, by keeping thg price of rice at a low lewvel,)

- Reportur: Then the price of rice is not to be taken into

consideration, But fertilizer and farm implements should be

.-

retioned in groater quantity, should' thoy net? ..,

———— - W —
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8 MORL: I om aware of thls, but the quality of fertilizer is
" poor and thore is a lack of funds, and raw materials, . I forgot
to mention earlier, but rogording to chniqu 8, the farmors must
break away from thc restrictions of the flxud burcaucratic,
Nishigahara method. (Method of olhntln?n-Trnnslutur) and widely adopt
civilian techniques, By civilirn t« ichniqucs. 1s meant the- Thoory
of "the nutrition cycle as uhplﬁlﬂ d by OIDO,,unzymntlc (fermented)
.ertllizbr and X-rays. R
(I was surpriscd to hcar this, . I,,mySolf, had thought OIDO's
influence might b¢ widesprcad, and was surpriscd to find that it
actquly wel )

Reapo¥ter: A third land ruform.ls bmlﬂﬁ widoly leCu sed, What
~do the Liberal Party members think of this?

MOR1: The Japan Farmers Union is most impertinent, The
l;ndownors of ‘our country arc not the bXp101thg clags that the

apan Farmeps Union, the Socialist Party, and the Communist
Party ¢laim they “ro To institutc a third land reform is
unthlnkablc. | .

(If all these things are true, land reform or democratization
are unnucossary'matters, 1f political powcr is in the hands of
such a party, there is no hope for farmers and workers to advance
in this world,)
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' ‘Nature of % . v (Yoshida, Shigeru) -Magazine:
: Nature of the Democratic Liberal Party (Ioshida Shig
ITEM L Saiken (Monthly) = Apr LB, Translator: W, Takashima (UG

g \,‘\‘}.q ~ Summary:
| : : ' - d Democratic
; On being elected president of the newly orggnize

1 3& Liberal Par%y to which the people had been looking forward for a

long time, I would like to clarify the nature of this new conservative
art .

] g;nce May last year when the Socialist cabinet was fo;med, t@e
inflation, social unrest, moral decadence and corruptlon in public

of ficialdom have become strikingly evident as the result of tge
Govermment!s: lack of policy, The Government, however, has mace no

attempt to reflect on this situation,

On the contrary, it has heen absorbed solely in maintaining its
position, Political corruption has reached the most deplorable
state since the MEIJI Government, Such a condition will not be
removed without the formation*of a powerful, responsible single-
party‘cabinet based, not on several minority parties, but on a party
which holds a majority in both Houses,

From this point of view, we together with our comrades, planned
vo consolidate several parties with the same policies into one
powerful party, We believe that only through such a step can our
politics and economy be put on the road towards national reconstruction

In other words, we recognize that the responsibhility for the
rehabllitation of our country, now facing unprecedented difficulties,
lies with our new party, We must co-operate in its development,
breaking all past sentimental barriers standing between us,

Now is the time to save our country from its difficulties and to
give stebility and hope to the people who are filled with apprehension
impatience, Yor this purpose, we must eradicate two factors: the
prevalence of socialistic ideolorical ideas and the existence of the
feudalistic bureaucracy camouflaged as socialism, for these are
forcing the people into submission by oopressing the free display of
their economic and cultural abilities and individuality,

Therefore, one of our dbjectives is to establish a normal soeial,
economic life in which every person can have the free opportunity f
Lo exhibit his ability, while respecting both workers and enterprilser.

#le want our national economy released from the old, militaristiic )
and self-supporting system, ile favor its speedily reorganization into o
a peaceful international economy, - o

Y.

-

Dem ~Liberals - Mainichi
Transiator: K. Yasutake, (UG)

With the inauguration of the Gumma
Demoeratic-Liberal Party scheduled for 2

chapter of the Democratic ‘Party held its
on 26 April, :

SUZUKI, Kyohei (incumbent), member of the Lower House, was
ele?teq chairman; the three elected vice=chairmen are SUZUﬁI
Junichi (incumbent) member of the Upper House; SAKAINO, Kiyo,
member of the Upper House and. NHAKASONE = Yasuhiro (incumbent),
member of the Lower House, A4 movement to organize a new 2
conservative party is in the conservative camp composed of the
Democ$ﬁtic and the Democratic-Liberal Parties, - '

When the Democratic-Liberal Partv was formed in ¢
prefectural chapter of the Democraticyfarty”was goinnggxgé i
re-organized under chairman SUZUKI, who is a member of the
LalYO Kai (Sun Club), a faction within the Dem

The prefectural political situa
Chairman SUZUKI does not necessarily

Demooratic “arty but may make efforts to merge the Democratic

Party with the Democratic-Liberal Party taking with him a majority

of the prefectural assembly membors' if the latter ith 1
_ | party agrees with him,
He 1s even resarded as having ideas about forming a nGW'cE:servative "

prefectural chapter of the
7 April, the prefectural
general election meeting

| | -ectural chapter of ' Party,
providing the Liberals offer onc, Therefore, it will not be

- impossible to realize a coalition between these two parties in
. this prefecture, g | i St
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ITEM . 2 Trend Towards Conservative lMerger Seen In Kansai District - Tokyc
Shinbun ~ 26 Apr LO, Translators Y. Mitsuhesnli. (DL |

l 4 ,\' \1 Summarys |
' Then the Democratic-Liberal leaders arrived at the Kyoto Station
] on 1L Jpril, reporters asked, "¥ill a non-confldence vote be presented
to the Jational Assembly when it recorvenes?" and "When will the
i dissolution of the Assembly be demanded?" This shows that local
eitizens;, being oppressed by the high commodity prices and heavy
taxation, are dissatisfied with the comtrol measures of the present
Govermmeit and expect the Democratic-Liberal* Party to remedy this
situation. However, in replying to these questions, Vicewchief
Secretary SATO did not give 2ny clear-cul anseers. ‘
~ On this day, the Democratic-Liberals held four spesch megtings
in urban and rural districts. The results of the meetings were Jjust
tolerable. SHIDEHARA explained the theory of a two party system
"and denounced the Ashida Cabimet. SAITO emphasized that the Ashida
tabinet was a false cabinet and the »eople applauded. |
However, the influence of the Iemocratic-Liberal Party is nol
stronz in the urban regions of the Kansai District, as these reglons
are in the spheres of influence of the Socialist and the. Democratic
Parties. Accordingly, the Democratic-Liberal Party dispatched almos?t

ell of its leaders to these regions to challenge the government
parties which were scheduled to send Premier ASHIDA and many other

Cabinet minislers to thess sections a fow days later, On 16 Aoril,
the group of Democratic-Liberals emtered OSAKA Shi and issuved the
follovwing statement s : :

- B8ince it has become obvious tha’, local citizens have no longer
any confidence in the Ashida Cabimet and that they have taken
interesgt in the Democratic-Liberal Party, we will attend the National
Assembly with a serious resolution, when it reconvepnes."

During. the time these leaders werc here, the Keihan District
was under a labor offensive, arising from the strike by the National
Commumnd.cations Workers Union, bubt, the citizens in this district
Looled urexpectedly calm.,

Merchants, Industrialists Criticize Control Methods

A a round-table conference of the lesders of various circles,
which was held by the Democratic-Liberal Party at the Osaka Chamber
of Commerce and Industry, Chairman SUI0 of.the Party's Political
Affalrs Investigation Committee e:xplained the partyv's economic
policy,. " He poimted out; in particular, measures to accumulate
capltal by revising the taxation system and adjusting labor relations
and mecasures to meke domestic conditions amenabls to the introduction of
foreign cahital, He, thus, solicited the suprort of medium and small
merchants and indystrialists, In turn, the merchants and industrialists
snarply criticized the present control measures.
Since the economic control in the Kansai District is more severe
than in the Lanto District, their businesses ars in a difficult
state. -‘They showad much more interest in econcmic measures than in
political measures. This is probably because CSAKA is JAPAN's
econonlc cerer. .Their views sounded-like "appeals" rather than
fopinions," AR
The Osaka Chapter of the Democratic Party is under the cortrol
of HOBUKANA, Yasohachi (chief of the chapter), and KITA, Narajiro,
both of whom belong to the TAIYOKAL (Sun Clubj, which is called,
"The bomb within the Democratic Party." During the change of
govermment period, they opposed President ASHIDA and recommended
LOSHIDA," When Fremier ASHIDA and other ministers came to 0SAKA on
19 April, the: found that HOSOk AA had provided no building for
thelr speech meeting. 1In the Osaka Prefectural Assembly, Democratic
assemblymen formed the FUSEI KURABU ((saka Prefectural Administration
~ Jlub) composed of Liberals and Democrats during last year's election
for Governor in opposition to the Socialist Party and elected AK/LA,
The Hyogo prefectural assemblymen, who formed ‘the MINSHU §2TJI KAI
(Democratic Politics Socisty), are also carrying out a movement for
a conservative merger. Originally, the Lower House members elected
froan this prefecture were 10 Democrats, five Socialists, two Liberals
and ore Peoples Co-operaiive., However, since SAITC, Takao, HARA, A
Kenzaburo, and OF AMI, Tsukasa, seceded from the Democratic Party, ;'
. .the number of Democratic Lower House members has decreased to seven |
gnd. that of the Democratic-Liberals increased to five. The future '
development of the Democratic Polities Sociaty, which is under the
influence of SAITO, Takao, will probably cause considersabls disturbance
e AR %he political field, = S ek S
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ITEM 15 Ishibashi Keeps Active (Kamimura, Tanichf) - Magazine: Seikai Jeep -
De Iranslator: ¥, Tsuneishi., (UG

!

Two years have elapsed since HATOYAMA, just on the verge of i
gaining power, was purged, but has the inherent boss-like nature |
of the Liberal Party been removed? From external appearance, new

faces make it appear as if 'the Party has been renovated but actually,
the older members still retiiin their power as advisors. They cannot

fool the woria so easiiy, .
ISHIBASHI, former Finance Minister who is treated like a god by

blackmarketeers and civil engineering and building contractors, 1is
playing a big role,. directing party leaders and pouring "Ishibashi-
ism" into the party. He is also spreading out into the world of
enterprise, making much profit,. If the Illegal Properties Transactions
Investigation Committee carries out investigations, no doubt all

these shady dealings within the party will be revealed.:

There is &n office in SURUGADAI, KANDA, with the sign,

"Liberal Ideas Society" (JIYU SHISO KYOKAI),  This is ISHIBASHI!s
office where he shows his face around 1000 hours every morning,-

His assocliates are two Diet members, Secretary SHIMAMURA Ichiro,

who is slso in charge of liaison with the Liberal Party, and
TAKAHASHI Eikichi, The telephone is always busy, and blackmarketeers,
contractors and well-dressed men, who appear tn be new yen profiteers,
are always coming in for a discussion with ISHIBASHI,

We do not know the text of their discussions, their plans for
blackmarketing or arrangements for political party maneuvers; but
whenever a political change nears this office becomes busier than
ever,. Not only Liberals, but many from other groups come tm hear
ISHIBASHI's opinions, This office was especially busy at the time
ASHIDA assumed his post,

ISHIBASHI, who until recently lived in a small yillage in
KOIWA, has spent much money on a house in SHIMOOCHIAI, His living
1s just as luxurious as in the days of his ministership, Other
purgees are finding their fortunes declining but not ISHIBASHI
who finds himself more prosperous than ever, Some say he gained his
profits through dealings in building materials with the Transportation
Ministry, and others say he made money through illegal transactions
of paper,

ohrewd ISHIBASHI does.not become a company president or director
or take any other position which attracts attention,

ISHIBASHI's financial theory is altruistic, and he has the
abllity to pull the simple-minded people round to hisway of political
thinking, It is said his pelitical theories are centered around
narrowminded patriotism and exclusionism, '

Thus, his assoeiates believe and propagate the cause of ISHIBASHI's
purge as not being due tv his actions and statements during the war,

- ‘but brought about by his excess of zeal in his work to reconstruct
JAPAN which brought about dislike towards him, To discern whether
he 1s really patriotic or not, one only has had to watch his actions
as a politiclan and to have noted his inflation policy, -

~ Some people after reading TOJO's statement at the Tokyo Trials,
sald they reconsidered his position, but such cheap heroism and
false patriotism are the buds of the aggression which put JAPAN
in her present tragic position, We do not know from what angle
ISHIBASHI is looking at politics, but if it is with the above
attitude, his political theory is harmful to JAPAN's democratization,

Not only is his concept of free economy a dream in today's
stringent situation, but also an obstacle to rehabilitation,
which will only put- more pressure upon the masses.
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ITEM L Democratic Liberals Favor aingle Ballct System - Tolkyo Shimbun -
19 Apr LB, Translators T. Fukushimg. (J3§)

A frontal clash is expected between the government parties
and the Democratic Liberal Party over revision of the Llection
Law, since the latter proposes a single ballot system against
the former'!s plural ballot one,

A bill fop# the revision of the Election Law prepared by the
segretariat of the Eleection Control Comnittee will be presented
to the Diet shortly as a Diet bill, A Lower House special
avimittce on revision of the Politiecal Party Law and the Electlon
Law will start preliminary deliberations on the bill today.

On the other hand, another revision plan has been drawn up
by the Democratic liberal Party under the dircetion of OZAVA,
Sajuki, The plan adopts & single ballet system as apainst the
limited plural ballot system of the ministerial parties! bill,
These are the points of the Demoeratic Liberals'! plan:

(1) The present medium constitucney system shall be continued,
tholigh necessary modifications shall be made according to the
findings of latest surveys. |

52) A transferable single ballot system shall be adepted,

3) To strengthen public econtrol of electuions:

(2) A1l forms of propaganda shall be supervised by the
Government, Howrever, a certain amount of mail, say 10,000
letters and 20,000 posteards shall be supplied to each camdidatoe
free of charge for his individual canvassing,

(b) The space of the election bulletin shall be enlarged soO
as to contain the poliecies and opinions of candidates,

(¢) The number of joint and individual specch meetings shall
be limited to 20 times,

(d) Any candidate who gives a false report of his campaign
expenses shall be disqualified for clection, In other respects,
$o00, the penalties shall be intensified, |

\,{ j & ‘{ Full Translation:

\ |
ITRM 2 Democratic-Liberal Party Launches Offensive in Kyoto -~ Provincial
Paper : oto Shimbun (Kvoto) - 13 Apr 48, Translator: T; Fukizawa,
DD, '
Full Translation:

The Kyoto Democratic~Liberal Party Chapter Formation Preparatory
Committee will hold a meeting at 1400 hours on 15 April at Maruyama
Music Hall to form the prefestural chapter, attended by President
YOSHIDA and party, who are expected to head west on a stumping
tour of the KINKI district. President YOSHIDA is expected to reach
KYOTO at 1830 hours on 14 April, together with SAITO, Takao,

HOSHIJ IMA, Jire, and others, - ,

- Supreme adviser SHIDEHARA and his party will reach KYOTO at

1300 hours on 15 April via the Hokuriku Line and will develop

a vigorous opposition offensive of party leaders on parade, Then,
at 1830 hours, they will hold oratorical meetings simultaneously
at the five schools of ITABASHI, DAISHIKINRIN, KARAKU, MINAMIWOUCHI,
and SEIIN, together with Diet Members NAKANO and OKUMUR:A and others,
to agitate for a demand that the Ashida Cabinet voluntarily resign,

Chapter Chief ONOGI, whe attended the 12 April preparation
arrangement meeting, stated, "Although we will not demand Diet
dissolution and new general electionin view of various circumstances,
we do demand voluntary general resignation," He is expecting a
political change arcund May, -
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I TEM ;0 Liberal-Democrat Tlect~d Mavor of Fujisawa Shi - Moinichi -
| / Kanagawa Idition ~ 20 Jpr 48, Transiator: K. Yasutoke (WM

| l,\ !:" -.: Full Tre.nsle‘tion:

- Tx-dcputy~meyor IZi.h, Juro (Dem~Lib) became Mayor of

FUJTSAWA Shi, when the bellots werc counted on 19 April, It

vas believed that he would bc eleeted by 2 small mergin of votcs,

but he won decisively in every precinet, overwhclmingly defeating his
nearest compectitor, SUZULL (Dem)

-

Tebulotion of Votes
12,772 1ZA4VA, Juro (Dem=Lib)
5,871 SUZUKI, Takejiro (Dem)
3,505 HAY A, Matesaburo (Com)

The successful cendidete stated: "This is my first
election campeign. I wes not confident of success, However,
thanks to the voters, I am now mayor of this city. I am going
to run the municipal administrstion smoothly and co-operate
with citizens without leaning on any onc party or faction."

| Fﬁll Translation k-

The DemoératicFliberal”Party #1171 hold-a majority of the seals 7
in the Saitama Prefectural sssembly if {our bolters from the Democratic
Partyﬁiotgeiiéaugural'meetingof the Democratic-Liberal Pariy, whi?h Was
held on 5 £pril &s previously'reported; it was announced by.a party
of ficial that four Democrats of the Prefectural asserbly, will nrobably
join the new party since they had seceded from the Prefectural Chapter
of the Democratic Party. At | S Rt |

They are Democratic Prefectural, ‘Assenblymen ?O&hlﬁuz_lchlposuxe
(KITA SLITAMA), MANAKA, Rin (KITA SaITAMA), YiMADA, ToyoJi (0SATO) and
KURTHARA, Shoichil (KUMAGAYA) s 2 R | L
| This issue beéame the subject of  much controversy w;th1§ the
political circles 6f‘the préfecture;f If the four bolbers'j01n the

Democratic-Liberal Party, the line-up according to party 1in
the prefectural agsembly will be 33 Democratic-Liberals, lliDemocrats,
ten Socialists and five non-partisans, and the Democratic~Liberal
Party will enjoy an absolute majeritys '

= Yomiuri -~ 27 Aor 46,
PM - .
1 AI Kldo. |

PP P .

ators

Eﬁi 11 Oshima and Okada Join Democratic-Liberal Part

.L r all S-.--

Ml Translations

Upper House member OSHINA, Sadakichi, (TOCHIGI Ken), and CKADA,
Kikuji (same), who had bolted.the Democratic Party on 23 April,
joired the Democratic-Liberal Party on 26.4pril. On the same day,
OKkU, Shuichiro (KYOrO) bolied the Democrabic-Liberal Party to become
a complete independent, Mr CKU is expected to join the Denocratic
Party shortly. |

Thus, the respective party strengths in the House of Councillors
as of the 26th is now as followss RYOKUFU KAI (Green Wind Socisty)
— 38: Socialists~-~ L3; Democratic— Libsrals -- L45; Democrats —-
Llys LUSIOZOKU KONDAN KAL (Independent Consul tation Group) == 1l

Communists —= four; pure independents -- four; and vacancies -
five. '
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& e press announced 14 October that Takéeshi Yamazaki, secretary-general of the g

sennocratic Liberal Party, had tendered his regi: nation as a member of the Diet, .
Yamazaki, favored by "prosressives! within the Diet for the post of Prime Ministe_r,hm

a00 PrQViOuﬁly Blmounped 1e had no degire for the noslition. ..‘f:,.:i '
OUTGOING MESSAGES—sps L4 Ub! 198

<

U%‘{ With the three former Covernment parties indicating opposition to formation of a
one-party conservative government by Democratic Liberal Party President Shiszeru

foshlda, Diet desiznation of the new Prime lMinister has been delayed. FERE |
| OUTGOING MESSAGES — SRS 14 OCT 1948

o The unseating of the "conservative and recactionory" Yoshida Government was
declared to be a major objective in the coming general election by the Seclal Demo-
cratic party in a "Dissolution Strueggle 6%({’@31:0:'“1&116% e¢ Nocond A

| HRO MEOOATES T 2% Wi OLU 1948

g2

: lhe third national convention of the Jemocratic Liberal Farty opened 24 December
with e discussion of election policies and announcement of the names of 290 officisl

perty candidates to the Fouse of Representatives. A seven~point emergency policy s

progran was adopted. OUTGOING MESSAGES — 3RS 27 DEC 1948 . »
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s {‘ . ITéM 1  DLP Rushing Preperatior for General Election = Yomiuri -
s R -~ 1 Nov L8, Transiator: -f, Kurata, (W)

\’}b\ "Full Translation:

ib\ v - The netion's political situation is now becoming complicated;

' - the Democratic Liberal Party is thumping for Diet dissolution at the

' outset of its extraordinary session, and the opposition parties
are trying to forestall the DLP move in a joint effort to recover
from the existing scandal-scars in time for the general election,

The DemocraticLiberal»Partyj‘while encouraging the Government

to proceed with an immediate dissolution of the extraordinary Diet
at its opening session, is now pressing for the selection e ST R
candidates to run on the DLP ticketl and the collection of campalgn
funds through the party's Election Policy Committee. The flection
Policy Committee is expected to decide on the distribution of the
party tickets in every elgctorate throughout the country today.

| . The Democratic Liberal Party seems determined to limit the
number of tickets to be issued throughout the country to about 250
and eoncentrate them among electorates with the best chances of
success, It is said that the party's election caretakers, including
- ONO, HOSHIJIMA and HIROKAWA, have already decided on 2 tentative
. 1ineup of candidates for the eoming geheral election., Regarding the
collection of eampaign funds, the party will dispatch the £PC members
throughout the country, setting minimum goals of fund collections to
be met at the responsibility of each party chapter and the Diet members
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_I_Lf__lﬂ__}_ - (Continued) it

belonging thereto. At the same “time, the perty 1is nlanning an Open
~fund collection movement patterned after the community chest movement
" in TOKYQ ond other cities throughout the country, * Practicsl policy

in this respect ,is gxpected to be decided at Tuesday's Standing

General~Affairs Compittee meeting., P S s

While DLP preparations for the .general election are getting under
way on a complete basis, the opposition pirties, including the
Socialists, Democrats and . .the People!s Co=-operatives,are teking the

]

stand thet the DLP move is a sort of political offensive and
. therefore impracgtical under the existing circumstenoes. The fact 1is,
however, thot the Socialists ond Democrats actually have their hands
. full with the tesl of wiping the scuindal-rcars off of their ovn
faces and, thereforg, they cannot afford to dress up for the
general election %n¢, soon.  Under the circumstances, the opposition
partics Secem, {0 be going all -out to postpone the genercl election until
- next Februery or. thereaftoir, thereby increasing their political
strength "n., thg mea _ . et %

_Opposition Stand Allegediy Based on Forecasuis

The present Cabinet is charged with carrying out a thorough
housecleaning of the nationfs political circles and also disposing
of such urgent'issues-as- the-revision of the National Public:Service
Law and the'budget: formulation for public servants pay; but there
can be no frontal cilash: whateoever. between. Lne government and opposition
parties in this respectyr - +esvenes o0 v

 The holding’ of e general- election prior O settlement of the
four outstanding political: scandals including .the Showa Denko, State
coal control, textile and the arms disposal, is bound to run counter
to the Yoshida Cebinet's motto to carry out a thorough political
housecleaning.

Any attempt to dissolve the Diet while there 1s no actual difference
between government and opposition partics, will throw the Democratic
Liberal Party subjcct to open chirges for minding only party intercsis
and tactics, and this also can be regardcd 28 neglect of political
responsibility.

" Major reactions to the DLP move for Dict dissolution by tne
oppdsition partics are &s follows:

(1) The Sociclist Party: The DLP move for Diet dissolution, 1if
sctually tcken up, will certainly dezl a toumping blow to the Socialist
Party. Therefore Scerstary~gencral ASANUMA, Chairman SUZUKI of the
Political Rescarch Com:ittec ond Chairman YONEKUBO of the Dict Policy
Committee met last Saturdsy to discuss the steps to bc token by the
Socialist Party in coping with the DLP offensive. As & result, they
agrved to teke a reserved attitude on the present situation and to
discuss practical mecasurcs at an dlecction Policy Committee meeting
seheduled for this coming Saturday. P

(2) The Demoeratic Perty: In the Democratic Party, the Inukel-led
KEISETSU KAI end part of the TAIYO KAI are disposed 10 avold Diet

: dissolution through unification of conscrvative forces, and to organize
", & new conservative party through which to ungage in the gencral celection,
if the Diet ‘is dissolved, On the other hand, part of the pro-Ashida
. factions, including the MUMEI KAI, GuTSUYO KAT, YOKA Kil, dnd SHINSHIN
KAI, is dpparently inclined to orgsnize the C.ntral Political Leaguec
in ‘co-operation with the Peoples Co-operativc Party, the right-wing
faction of the Socialist Party and DLP-minded Democratic Liberals.
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(Continued) e

(3) The Pcoples Co-operative Party (ICHINOMIYA): Chairman MIKI,
now in ICHINOMIYA to attend the p-orty's chapter mectings in A;CHI Kbq
told a press: conference last Saturday that the DLP move f?r dissolution
of the spucial.Diet session is "out of the guestion at this moment,."

" He stressed that the Diet dissolution should not be carried out prior

to the disposal of important issues, including the rev§siog'of the
Netional Public S¢rvice Law,. Thus, he expregsed the view that the

oo cyiat will not be dissolved before February, next ycar,




