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Message to the League at Geneva
(sent on Feb. 7, 1933)
Gentlemen:

The entire Chinese people feel much grati-
fied for the decisive step of non-recognition of
Manchukuo taken by the League Committee on
6th instant. The present Sino-Japanese dispute
cannot be settled by less effective means, since
the sadiest page of world’s history is now being
written with Chinese blood. Only a positive
policy can bring the ruthless Japanese invaders
to their senses. In voicing the popular Chinese
sentiment we thank you for your noble efforts in
the past, while still looking forward to more
effective measures in days to come. World peace
is at stake; the League is the proper combined
to see that the wrongs done to China be righted
as soon as possible.

Association of International Publicity.

Feb. 14, 1933.
The League Assembly,
Geneva.
Gentlemen:
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According to Reuters of Feb. 11 the League
sub-committee recommendation are to be approv-
ed by the Committee of 19. In the ten paragraphs
are such statements as:

1. Powers regard Manchuria an integral

part of China;

"2, Chinese boycott falls under the category
of reprisals;

3. Japanese military operation in China can
not be regarded as measures of self-de-
fence;

4, Manchukuo cannot be considered spont-
aneous and genuine independence move-
ment.

In the name of Chinese people we uphold the
decision. We further hope more decisive steps
will be taken soon for maintaining peace in Asia
and in the world, and due punishinment be meted
out to the arch disturber of world order.

Only such positive steps can save the world
from getting worse. The Chinese people feel
greatly indebted to you for your noble effect.

e At EEBRERE G E o BIE A AL R
PR HE
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China’s Reply to Japan’s Note Concerning
the Shanhaikwan Incident
{Released on January 24)
Monsieur Le Ministre:

With reference to your note of Jonuary 13,
1933, concerning the Shanhaikwan affair, have
the honour to inform you that in the matter in-
terest of veracity the Chinese Government has
made another investigation of tre circumstances
surrounding it and has found to bz truly as fol-
lows:

On the morning of January 1, 1933, Japanese
forces were reported to making warlike prepara-
tions and troop movements were observed oun the
Peiping-Liaonin, Railway beyond Shanhaikwan.
At 1 p.m. on the same day explosions and shots
were heard beyond the South Gate. They were
found to have originated from the Japanese soldi-
ers themselves. Soon after they hegan to fire
on Chinese sentinels posted outside the South
Gate whereupon the latter withdraw into the city.
Japanese soldiers then pressed in further and
opened fire at the city gate.

At this point the Chinese garrison sent its

—(18-



staff secretary, Mr. Chen, to the headquarters
of the Japanese forces to inquire into the cause
of the disturbances. Instead of giving a satis-
factory reply the Japanese actually charged the
Chinese soldiers with the responsibility for the
trouhble.

On the night of the same day the Japanese
soldiers advanced into the South Gal ~hile Japa-
nese armered and troops trains stood by outside
the railway station. At two o’clock next morning
the Japanese headquarters presented a set of
unreagsonable demands of which immediate ac-
centance was required under the threats of gtiteck
in case of non-compliance. The demands were
rejected.

In the meantime Japanese soldiers had
already piaced Mr. Ma, Chief Police Officer of the
Bureau of Public Safefy at South Gate, under
detention.

At ten a.m. the Japanese hegan their con-
certed attack with land, naval and air forces.
In the afternoon of January 3, they occupied the
city of Lingyu (Shanhaikwan.)

These are the facts of the case and there no
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agreement of any kind between the Chinese and
the Japanese troops.

On the of the facts as outlined it can be
readily gathered that the initial explosions and
rifle shots were undoubtly of Japanese origin.
It is also unquestionably clear that there is mo-
thing whatever to justify or suppot the allegation
that an agreement had existd between the local
Chinesge garrison and the Japanese forces.

It is to be noted that the city of Lingyu
‘(Shanhaikwan) is not an open trade port and
that, in principle, Japanese nationals have no
right to reside there. Even granting that Japa-
nese naticnals, in disregard of treaty provisions,
had taken up residence in that city the matter
of , tection should only be the concern of the
Local Chinese authorities. It is not for the Japa-
nese military the usurp or interfere with the ex-
ercige of such rights.

Moreover, by misusing the so-called right of
jurisdiction as a pretext to mass large numbers
of troops and attack Chinese territory, Japan has
irrevocably placed herself beyond right and rea-
son.

-(20)—



In short, the attack and the occupation of
the city of Shanhaikwan, beginning with de-
liberate work of destruction by the Japanese
troops themselves, followed by false accugations
of provocation on the part of Chinese soldiers in
order to disguise the preconceived nature of their
plan, only revealed the customery Japanese tricks
which have been well-known to the world, All
responsibility appertaining to this affair there-
fore should be borne entirely by the Japanese.

With further reference to your Note under
reply, I have the honour to point out that asser-
tions made therein can hardly be admitted as
facts. Besides, the Japanese troops since their
occupation of Shanhaikwan have subsequently
attacked Chinese forces at Chiumenkou and Shih-
mentsai, thus threatening the safety and peace
‘ hitherto prevailing inside the Great Wall. They

have, in addition, often paraded and carried out
maneuveres in densely populated sections in Hei-
ping and elsewhere. All such actions constitute
violations of the principles of International Law
and of the provisions of International Treaties to
which has been repeated made by the Chinese
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Government., FEven in regard to the engage-
ments contained in the Protocol signed by China
and the Powers in 1901, Japan has spared no
effect to disregard and violate them.

In view of these circumstances the Chinese
Government is constrained to take this oppor-
tunity to file a further protest.

Finally, I have the honour to request Your
Execsllancy to communicate with your Govern-
ment requesting immediate action in respect of
the points contained in the last part of my Note
of January 4. 1933, namely, the immediate with-
drawal of Japanese troops from the occupied
areas at end near Shanhaikwan; the prevention
of similar occurrences in the future and the
punishment of these who started the trouble; and
also in respect of the unlawful activities cf the
Japanese soldiers stationed in Peiping and else-
where your Government should take steps to
restrain.
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