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Dear Sir:

After having made long studies on the pheno-
menon of the Italian emigration and the action
taken by the Italian Government to regulate this
phenomenon, you inform me now that you have
written a book on this subject and ask me to write
a preface to it.

On the basis of the index of the chapters
contained in your book there naturally is no
possibility of my furnishing you with a preface
introducing—as the usage is—your work and elu-
cidating its main characteristics. You must then
be contented with a preface in which, in speaking
of Italian emigration, I set forth my ideas rather
than comment on yours.

Italian emigration is a derivative of the
natural conditions of the territory of the Peninsula:
insufficiency of space and insufficiency of natural
resources. A phenomenon deriving from unfavour-
able actual conditions cannot be a favourable phe-
nomenon in the absolute sense. It may be favour-
able in a relative sense; that is, insofar as it may
avoid the danger of growing worse. Blood-letting
results in a loss of blood to the human body; that



is it results in debilitation; but in case of conges-
tion, it may save the life.

The liberal Governments, whose average dura-
tion was six months, could not think of attacking
the danger at its root, because of its necessitating
the reclaiming or enlarging of the national ter-
ritory by exceptional or wiolent means. The
world war, a violent method, which should have
had among its issues the admitting of Italy to the
apportionment of the colonial territories, had on
the contrary no other outcome than an increase
of the elephantiasis of other Powers already
saturated with territories and riches, leaving the
problem of expansion of the Italian people absolute-
ly unsolved. So, after the world war and the
advent of the Fascist Regime, it became absurd
for the Italian people to continue to take to other
countries the riches of their intelligent and
patient work while the French and American
laws of denationalization were eliminating the
hope and right of preserving through the successive
generations the trace of the nationality of this
Italian work.

All conditions in which Ttalian emigration
took place before the world war were drastically
changing. The remittances of money from the
emigrants were diminishing: the Italian liberal
Governments destroyed the economical and na-
tional spirit of emigration by adopting for Italian
workmen abroad the ‘‘Certificate of Call’’ to enable
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the relatives of the workmen to join them. A
workman who asks his family to go and live with
him in a foreign country has no longer any money
to send to the Fatherland; and, furthermore, as a
result he establishes abroad necessary and sufficient
conditions which keep him from returning to his
country and which result in the grafting of his
children to the foreign local society chosen by him
beforehand.

The laws of nationality enacted by the coun-
tries of immigration were becoming more and
more restrictive towards foreigners. The Roman
principle of citizenship is the ‘‘jus sanguinis.”
Under this principle, which is also that of the
Italian legislation, Italian emigration might have
preserved abroad its own juridical ties with the
Fatherland. But the countries which possess large
territories with few inhabitants have adopted the
principle of “‘jus loci”’ for citizenship; so that the
children born abroad of Italian parents were born-
with regard to the local law—as local citizens. In
reality they had two citizenships which, according
to some, might suffice to preserve the ties with the
Fatherland. But, of these two citizenships, one

- —the Italian one—was theoretical, distant, and

detached by the local language, school, society
and occupations; the other—the foreign one—was
supported by the territorial law, the local obligatory
education, the superabundant strength of the
surrounding social life which penetrates into the



goul, especially at the juvenile age, and by military
conscription. The struggle was unequal.

The Fascist Government, which after its first
years of elaboration of a plan of transformation of
the national life gradually limited emigration,
was able to check the outflow of the Italian people
to foreign countries through the abolishing of the
“Qertificate of Call”’ and through the granting of
leaves to foreign countries only on the basis of
contracts for temporary work, only on one condi-
tion: namely the developing of the resources of
the territory in order to guarantee to the people
at home the means of livelihood.

The reclamation of uncultivated lands, the
competition in growing corn, the economical
independence of many old and new mnational
industries were all parts of a plan now more than
ten years old, which was in the meantime inspired
for military and ecivil reasons for the auto-
sufficiency of the Italian people. In this effort
for auto-sufficiency the condemnation of emigra-
tion is implicit, because the two terms are anti-
thetical. The success of this effort is shown not
only by the facts that the Italian people do not
emigrate any longer and do not starve, but above
all by the fact that they do not starve in spite of
gtubbornness with which 52 sanctionist countries
foolishly, and I would also say criminally thought
to make them die of starvation. They do not die;
on the contrary they increase: and instead of send-
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ing abroad men and their families condemned to
work and to ereate children for other countries,
the people want to export produce made perfect
in their workshops and fields, like men living in
the shade of the Ttalian flag, eating Italian bread
and merrily producing, in the Fatherland, new
children of the Country.

In this way, to this joyous end, the history of
Italinn emigration closes.

That Ttalians continue to go round the world
is, however, not only useful but necessary; nor can
one suppress the tradition and spirit of adventure
of a people who have always been, more than any
others, launched in search of new things on the
land and on the sea, and who had in the past
navigators, adventurers, captains, missionaries,
bankers, traders, men of science, explorers,
pioneers, artists scattered in the world to leave
profound traces of their genius. It is the quality
of emigration that must be changed; rather, as the
term ‘“‘emigration’’ has now a proper and technical
meaning of ‘“‘export of strength,”” it is no longer
of emigration that we must speak, but of com-
mercial maritime, cultural, banking and profes-
sional expansion. Of this category of persons the
Ttalian communities abroad must now be formed,
in order to compete with those of the same rank
whom other countries cast infto tho incessant
struggle for expansion; that is of people who do not
end under a foreign flag, but when they can,
figuratively speaking—raise their own flag.

Signed lojacono.
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90,254 | 815,553 | 752,805 40,579 108, 585
88,931 | 714,221 | 633,474 56,191 152,509
70,416 | 641,511 533,285 67,190 176,868
65,750 | 547,286 | 419,086 87,508 | 233,072
49,705 | 383,187 | 255,617 96,430 | 221,695
88,008 | 251,687 | 143,404 98,466 205,639
20,706 | 119,962 55,586 73,959 126,968
10,071 | 41,548 17,275 43,290 68,772
2,498 9,566 4,128 15,394 22,007
746 1,505 844 2,992 5,129
125 264 211 389 837
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0—4 | 2,208,520 | 2,121,450 | 4,824,977 | 2,208,520
5—9 | 1,916,923 | 1,845,024 | 8,761,947 | 1,916,928
10—14 | 1,867,423 | 1,813,073 | 3,680,496 | 1,867,428
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30—34 | 1,026,443 | 1,151,012 [ 2,177,455 | 249,762
35—39 934,780 | 1,022,065 | 1,956,845 | 157,962
40—44 886,969 | 950,605 | 1,837,674 | 118,537
45—49 848,867 | 884,868 | 1,783,735 95,859
50—54 807,807 | 841,987 | 1,649,884 80,568
56—59 692,708 | 705,762 | 1,398,470 64,252
60—64 626,358 | 655,006 | 1,281,454 56,706
65—69 478,385 | 481,233 | 959,618 43,000
70—174 335,342 | 348,954 | 684,296 99,787
75—19 184,862 | 186,280 | 370,651 15,619
80—84 84,502 90,053 | 174,648 8,961
85 -89 25,259 27,275 52,534 2,063
90—94 4,778 6,302 11,075 79
95—99 629 1,057 1,686 57
100 | 81 147 228 7
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822,320 | 763,048 896,120 18,095 83,071
306,027 | 759,420 | _821,643 27,575 91,081
152,713 | 789,824 751,897 35,822 99,396
119,848 | 712,429 679,029 48,987 119,250
98,580 | 671,138 600,547 60,816 151,628
82,837 | 561,266 458,478 77,602 186,560
72,652 | 482,144 356,268 96,165 240,991
52,270 | 838,955 209,833 103,197 288,758
40,208 | 207,089 105,217 111,005 228,804
23,047 94,786 38,615 86,477 148,153
11,320 84,344 11,220 47,912 81,503
3,544 7,812 2,180 16,124 25,556
878 1,302 427 3,198 6,021
178 183 9 511 1,052
32 20 12 38 126
10,723,193 | 6,172,156 | 6,503,755 742,051 | 1,750,157
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0-4 1,856,204 | 1,777,939 3,684,143 | 1,856,204

5-9 2,111,087 | 2,086,880 | 4,288,711 | 2,111,087
10-14 | 2,181,017 | 2,107,694 | 4,147,976 | 2,181,017
156-19 | 1,923,411 | 1,906,917 | 3,830,858 | 1,911,119
20-24 | 1,665,434 | 1,745,281 | 8,410,715 | 1,429,989
25-29 | 1,338,149 | 1,588,042 | 2,876,191 712,872
30-34 | 1,234,918 | 1,400,541 | 2,644,457 858,671
35-89 | 1,119,669 | 1,246,212 | 2,865,881 196,393
40-44 | 1,047,721 | 1,107,933 | 2,155,654 137,072
45-49 969,673 | 992 002 | 1,961,575 107,033
50-54 861,915 783,682 | 1,745,957 86,876
55-59 798,783 802,632 | 1,596,415 74,670
60— 64 704,058 782,729 | 1,436,787 60,617
65— 69 580,540 | 541,640 | 1,072,180 44,156
70-74 394,835 412,411 807,246 32,143
7579 225,072 | 229,786 451,858 18,633
80 -84 97,715 110,099 207,014 8,255
85-89 28,218 33,293 61,441 2,528
90-94 5,251 7,743 12,994 548
95 - 99 885 1,441 2,326 110
100— 82 175 257 15

-
@ | 19,080,535 | 19,621,041 | 38,710,576 | 11,324,510
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Rapports sur le Traite de Travail Franco-Italien du 30 septembre 1819,

Rapports sur la Loi du 4 mai 1918 relative a la mise en culiure des terres abandonnees
La Revision des Traites Tunisiens 1881-1897. (Livre Jaune)

Discussion du projet de loi sur la naturalisation en France.

Rapports et discugsions du projet de loi sur la naturalisation en Tunigie,
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Gazetta Ufficiale.

Bollettino della Emigrazione,
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Bollettino del ministero degli affari Esteri.

Annuario statistico della Emigrazione Italiana dal 1876 al 1925 -Rome, 1926,
Bolletino mensile di statistica dell istituto centrale distatistida del Atti Parlementare.
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La Conference Internationale de I’Emigration et de 1'Immigration.

Rome, 15-31 mai 1924; par le Commissariat General Italien a 1’Emigration -Rome, 1924,

La Reglementation des migration: Eindes et Documents du Bureau International du Travail;
serie 0 (migratios), no. 3.

Tome ler: Les Legislations sur ’Emigration, Genéve, 1928,
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Giurisprudenza Italiana,

Repertorio Generale annuale della giusisprudenza italiana,
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L’Equilibre des Nations, d’apres la demographie appliquee,

Edition francaise par Millioud, Paris, 1923. (Carii.)

La questione meridionale, Bologre, 1921, -Arias,

L’Emigrazione della Calabria, Naples, 1905. -Scalise,

Problemi Italiani del cotone et dell’ emigrazione, Milan, 1925 Grizioti.

Studi Senesi-Jamacone,

Ilproblema della aﬁ»&ﬂnuﬁ specialmente in rapporti degli Italiani all’ all’ estero, Frorence,
1911, - Samama,

L’Emigrazione dal punto di vista sioruco economico ~ Strazzula.

L’Italia all’ alba del Secolo XX, Discorsi ai giovanni d’Italia -Nitti,

] O 1 fatori demografici nell’evoluzione della nazionz-Gini,
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Condizione sociale della Basilicata. - Lavada.

Manuale di demographica. -Colejanni.
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L’Emigration noderne et les solutions internationales des problemes de I’Emigration. Semaine:
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de Conferences sociales de Madrid, 24-29 mars 1924, -Oualid,

L’Introduction de Ia main-d’ oeuvre etrangere en France ( Extrait d’Economie de la Revue-
Politique Paeis, 1920,) -Nogaro.

Les recentes Conventions d’emigration et d’immigration ( Extrait de .F Revue Politique et
Pailementaire, 10 Octobre wam.v - Nogaro,

La main-d’ceuvre etrangere et éoloniale pendent la guerre, Clunet, 1917, -Lieutenant-Colonel
L. Well, ‘
De la Condition des Allemands en Italie posterieurement a la Declaration de gnerre, Clunet,

1916, -J. Valery.

La Condition juridigue des Allemands en Italie depuis la Declaration de guerre & I'Autriche
jusqu & la Declaration de guerre & 1’Allemagne etposterieurement 2 celle-ce, Clunet, 1917, J,
Valery.

Essai sur histoire de l'emigration, Paris, 1927 -Gounaud.

I/Immigration italienne dans la France dn Sud-Ouest, Paris, 1928, Remond.

I Immigration de la main-d’oenvre italienne en Goscogne, -Peyret,
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L’ouvrier dans les mines de fer du Bassin de Briey. These: Paris 1914; par Alban Carbonnel
de Conigy,

L’emigratign organisee et Pemploi d» Ia main-d’ osuvre etrangere en France. These: Pari,
1926, par A, Poirault.

L’emigration Jes ceuvriers etrangers en France, Thesa: Paris 1919. par J. Lugand,

La copdition de l1a miain-d’ oevre etrangere en France, These: Marseille, 1921; par Ripert

La Convention Franco-Italienne du Travail da 15 avril 1604.
These: Bordeaux, 1908; par A. Dugarcon,

Le Traite de Travail Franco-Italien du 30 septembre 1919, These: Toulounse, 1922; wnar P.

Piganiol.
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La Revue: Gerarchia,

Le Corriere della Sera.
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La Tribuna. _
Le Popolo d’Italia

La Nazione
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Revue de I’Immigration
I’Etranger Catholique en France.

Revue de P’ Alliance Nationale pour 1’Accroissement de la population francaise.
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Walker’s Theory of Immigration by M. Frances A Walker,

The Wald Problems in Political Geography by M. Isecah Bourman,
Hammond’s Modern Atlas of the Warld.
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