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Section 1
Introduction



Wikipedia



Wiki… huh?

● ‘Wiki’: model of openly-editable 
content

● Hawaiian word meaning fast/quick
● 1995: coined by Ward Cunningham, 

inventor of the editing language used 
by Wikipedia editors 



     “Imagine a world in which every single 
person on the planet is given free access to 
the sum of all human knowledge. That’s 
what we’re doing.” (Jimmy Wales, 
co-founder, Wikipedia)
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Wikimedia Foundation (San Francisco, California, USA)
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Readers

Society

Representation (“content”)

Contributors (“editors”)



Section 2 
The reader gender gap
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Reader access



Wikimedia Foundation Research: Characterizing Wikipedia Reader Behaviour/Robustness 
across languages 

● 76% of respondents to the Reader Survey identified as men
● 70% were age 29 or younger

Wikimedia Foundation reader survey, 2019



Section 3 
The editor gender gap
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Volunteers

30 Nisan 2020'de Uluslararası Caz Günü'nü bir Vikimaraton ile kutlandı. (On April 30, 2020, International Jazz 
Day was celebrated with a Vikimaraton by Wikimedia Community User Group Turkey and other volunteers.)



Volunteers

     “77 percent of Wikipedia articles are 
written by just one percent of Wikipedia 
editors.” (Daniel Oberhaus, Motherboard, 
Tech by Vice, 7 Nov  2017)

     “Just 3,541 Wikipedia editors are 
considered ‘very active’, and very few of 
them are female.” (New Statesman, 8 Jan 
2019)



Women editors
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“Conflict, confidence, or criticism: 
An empirical examination of the gender gap in wikipedia.”
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Sue Gardner’s goal: 
increase the % of women editors from 8.5% (2011) to 25% by 2015.

#epicfail
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“Wikipedia's gender gap and the complicated reality of systemic gender 
bias” (Hastac. Adrianne Wadewitz, 26 July 2013)

(1977-2014)



Assumptions addressed by Adrianne Wadewitz 

1. It is the responsibility of women to fix sexism on Wikipedia.
2. Women do not further patriarchal knowledge and power structures.
3. Women will edit underrepresented topics.
4. Women will make Wikipedia a nicer place.
5. Women have free time to dedicate to Wikipedia.



Section 4 
The content gender gap



3.6%
Diccionario biográfico, geografíco e 
histórico de Venezuela (edited by 
Ramón Armando Rodriguez)

Content gender gap, 1957: the % of biographies about women



15.5%
● English Wikipedia
● Wagner, C., Graells-Garrido, E., 

Garcia, D. et al. Women through 
the glass ceiling: gender 
asymmetries in Wikipedia. EPJ 
Data Sci. 5, 5 (2016). 
https://doi.org/10.1140/epjds/
s13688-016-0066-4

Content gender gap, 2014: the % of biographies about women



18.39%
English Wikipedia

Content gender gap, May 2020: the % of biographies about women

19.04%
Turkish Wikipedia



Content gender gap by occupation



Eduardo Graells-Garrido, Mounia Lalmas, and Filippo Menczer. 2015. First Women, Second Sex: Gender Bias in Wikipedia. In 
Proceedings of the 26th ACM Conference on Hypertext & Social Media (HT ’15). Association for Computing Machinery, New York, 
NY, USA, 165–174. DOI:https://doi.org/10.1145/2700171.2791036

Content gender gap: quality



Content gender gaps on Wikipedia/Research matrix



Section 5 
Society and activism



     “It is not women’s inferiority that has 
determined their historical insignificance: it 
is their historical insignificance that has 
doomed them to inferiority.”  (Simone De 
Beauvoir, 1949)



Total articles
● Nov 2012: 106
● Nov 2013: 1,655
● Nov 2014: 2,790
● Nov 2015: 4,511
● Nov 2016: 5,837
● Nov 2017: 6,557
● Nov 2018: 7,919
● Nov 2019: 9,602
● Apr 2020: 11,488

WikiProject 
Women Scientists



Total articles
● Nov 2013: 1,655
● Nov 2014: 4,849
● Nov 2015: 6,427
● Nov 2016: 8,104
● Nov 2017: 9,452
● Nov 2018: 10,812
● Nov 2019: 12,422
● Apr 2020: 13,247

WikiProject 
Women Artists



Total articles
● Sep 2014: 45
● Sep 2015: 22,978
● Sep 2016: 25,776
● Sep 2017: 27,603
● Sep 2018: 30,606
● Sep 2019: 34,641
● Apr 2020: 36,397

WikiProject
Women Writers





“Redlists” - lists with redlinked names



A redlist of women activists who don’t have an article in English Wikipedia.



Monthly “newsletter” delivered to your Wikipedia talkpage

Follow us on Twitter



Section 6
Even in death: 

a case study of 
COVID-19-related deaths and 

Wikipedia’s gender gap
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