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Gemeinsame Normdatei (GND)
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– authority file used by CHI (mainly libraries) in D-A-CH
- persons, (names of persons), corporate bodies, conferences, 

geographic names, subject headings, works

– run cooperativley by GND agencies

– active users: ~ 1.000 institutions

– host: German National Library (DNB)

– open data (CC0), APIs and documentation
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Facts and Figures

GND (Sept. 2017)

- ~ 14.6 m entities

- ~ 4.4 m persons (30%)

- ~ 1.6 m organizations (11 %)

- ~ 333.000 places (2 %)

Wikidata (Oct. 2017)

- ~ 15 m items

- ~ 2.9 m humans (18.5%)

- ~ 2 m administrative 
territorial entity (12.3%)
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- authority file

- collaborative

- top-down organization
- reconcilement of common rules

- requirements
- permanently accessible, stable, 

trusted quality, transparent, 
open, free

GND Wikidata

- linking hub

- collaborative

- community-driven

- requirements
- multilingual, free, verifiable
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Cooperation with Wikimedia projects

– Linking WKP articles with GND (authority file template)

– Linked Data Service DNB / Entity Facts
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Cooperation with Wikimedia projects
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Cooperation with Wikimedia projects

- hints on errors or
duplicates
(persons) by
Wikipedians
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Cooperation with Wikimedia projects

- establishment of
new GND records
(persons) and
curation of
exisiting data by
Wikipedians
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– exchange of experiences
- what‘s worth to be put in Wikidata and GND? 
- provenance issues

– conceptional level
- different views on one entity

– technically: Wikibase?

– extend interlinking between Wikidata and GND
- e. g. regarding works

Ideas for future cooperation
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Thanks!

s.hartmann@dnb.de 
j.kett@dnb.de


