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Regarding the present Anti-Foreignism prevalent in China which is now as high as during
the Boxer period I would like to air my views as to where th blame really lies.

There are two causes of the ill-feeling which has ben manifest into itself this last few years,
they are the Missionary evil and the Foreign Educational facilities granted the Chinese. I hope
the Missioaries who might see this wont blow up in the air until they have thoroughly digested
my views—not only mine but that of hundreds of others here in China.

We will take the Missionary evil first. The European and American Misssionary monmmﬁwm
have flooded China this last 15 years with an excessive number of brands of Christianity, each
missionary pushing his own particular brand and consequently bemuddling the poor ‘Heathens.”
These poor wll-meaning but thoroughly misguided philantrophists come out here to convert
the natives to Christianity, they lead poor John Chinaman to believe that if they embrace
Christianity that he will qualify for wings and harps in heaven along with the foreigner, they
iead him to consider himself as good as any white man if not a darn sight better. Whether they
are as good or better is beside the point, it stands to rason that to try and force such ideas into
and uneucated race who, though supposed to have been highly civilized thousands of years ago,
are not yet at the stage where it is beneficial to teach such rot. I am, naturally a Christian,
but I do not consider as do millions of so-called Christians that unless an heathen(?) embraces
our religion he is bound plumb for hell, that is rot of the highest degree. Take any of these so-



called heathen religions, e.g. Taoism, Mohammedanism, Buddhism, Shintoism, ete. take even
the African who worships a bit of stone or wood, or even worships a Monkey. I defy anyone
to say that that believer is bound for hll there are two things against that, 1st, the Supreme Be-
ing—(call him God: Buddha: Mohammed or what you will)—is always a symbol of Justice
and therefore wonld and could not consign a so-called heathen to hell because of believing in
another religion thru ignorance, 2nd: the Supreme Being knows that the heathen (?) who
worships a god foreign to Christianity-—be it a bit of stone: a monkey, or an imaginary being
—DBelieves in his Religion, he has his ideals: he lives: or tries to: up to these ideals: therefore:
whatever man’s religion is as long as he lives up to the principles and beliefs he is As Much A
‘Christian—in the bread sense of the word—as we White Superior (??) Races boast of being.
There is as much: if not more: cant: humbug and hypocrisy in the Christian religion as we
know even to-day as there ever was in any of the falsely so-called ‘Heathen’ Religions, Right:
then our trying to convert the Chinese to our particular brand of religion is useless: it cannot
be Forced, it will, if it ever does: only be accepted by any race gradually and of its own ac-
cord, )

One of the evils in our Christian propaganda is that we swelt a ‘heathen’ with such con-
ceit and when he finds out that we are no better than they are, that we have as much drunke-
ness, vice and immerality in our own countries as they have here, in fact jolly sight more, well,
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1he result is that he loses his rczuonﬁ for us and takes us for the fools and hyprocrites that we
are, While on the subject of Religion I remember a story that well illustrates the futility of our
<fforts. An old Chinese was once converted by a Baptist and about six months after along
comes a Primitive Methodist who grabs John Chinaman and eventually he turns him into a full
blown P. M. Later on along comes a Seventh Day Agent and gets his work in, John Chinaman
then becomes a full-blown ‘Weeker’, sometime after along comes a Unitarian, lights his eyes
on J, C. and after some hard work makes J. Chinaman a Unitarian, finally along comes a Ro-

raan Catholic and unfortunately tells J. C., the same as the others had, that unless he becomes
# Roman Catholic he is bound plumb for hell at top speed. John asks time to think it over and
later goes to the R. C. Missionary and says, :?,.m:. all you foreign Missionaries have told me that
unless I embrace your particular brand of Religion I'm going plumb to Hell”, the R. C. Mission-
ary replies that maskee the rest but adopt the R. C. Religion and you will be saved. So: John
Chinaman then says “Well, if I adopt any one of these foreign religions the rest will consign
me to Hell, so, I'll go back to my old reliable brand.” He did. This illustrates the ridiculous-
ness of so many brands of the so-called Christian Religion, instead of making a Christian out of
J. C. they only make him see what a parcel of fools, hypocrites and unbelieves in each others’
brand of Christianity we are. Therefore Missic naries are a source of evil and not a source of
salvation for the native. I am fully aware that many of the missionaries who come to China



are hardworking, sincere, honest and philantrophic in their intentisns and beliefs, but I repeat
that they are only deluding themselves, and, worse causing immeasurable damage. So much
1cr the Religion side.

Now let us take the Educational side, we foreigners and particularly Americans have
been exceptionally foolish in offering and almost begging the Chinese to go to our respective
ccuntries to learn business, commerce, etc., with the result that they get over and learn more
and more that instead of being semi-gods as they used to think us that we are not even tin
gods, they learn there is as much, if not more, vice, immorality and hypocrisy in our own coun-
tries as in their own. They learn our trades and come back to compete with us America started
this idiotic stunt, then so as to keep in with the Chinese England, France and Germany followed
suit. It is now a keen competition between our respective countries to get the Chinese over
that they almost go down on their knees and say ‘“Please, do come to our colleges, they are the
best, and so on—." In years to come the foreigner will be in the same position as the foreign-
er in Japan, he’ll have to get out, there will be precious little business for us here, we'll have
the Chinese competing with us. Take, for example, the Piece Goods business, the Chinese are
well on the road to perfection in this and that will mean England and America will be looking
for other markets. Again, I have in mind a certain plant not far from Tientsin that is pro-
ducing certain Chemical products. It is the only such plant in the whole of the East, the Chin-
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ese owners and workers learnt the business in, U.S.A. and in the course of the next 15 years
they will be able to supply the whole of the Orient themselves. Here, America and England
will suffer considerably as they have up till now done a very large volume of business in this
line. We are simply falling over each other in order to teach J. C. how to compete with us to
our own future detriment, Sublme Idiocy, that’s all.

I have treated of the evils of Missionaries and Education, now I'll treat of the last and most
idiotic of all, I refer to the Washington Conference, this was the most idiotic thing ever thought
of, it boiled down to this, we simply went flop on our hind legs and begged—a big ‘B’ please
—the Chinese to take back our concessions and rights. Since then we have heard of nothing
except “Take back the Foreign Concessions,” “Kick the Foreign Devils out,” ete., ete., and it
is we who have filled their heads with such. As to our rights in China, as regards Concessions,
ete., there are of course two sides to this question. In the first place we are here by right, but
right thru might alone, I and many others, think that during the last 24 years China has more
than liquidated the debt accrued thru the Boxer trouble, she has paid millions out, she has
given concessions in which we ‘Gods’ reside, and we have made the one great mistake, we have
tl is last few years neither enforced those rignts nor have we surrendered them. So, is it to be
wondered at that the Chinese consider us not o:ly fools, hypocrites, but weaklings as well. We
should have n.?m: back all such rights years ago before the bad feelings, which now exist, had



gained such a foothold as they have now, it is too late, if we give them back now we lose our
entire«prestige and the Chinese will think us biggr fools than ever and will not be grateful. If
we had given them back years ago—and done so without a public international Washington
Conference, where we only talked about it—we would have had China’s gratitude and good-
will. A prisoner that is given his release freely and unexpectedly will appreciate it and re-
spect the authorities that be far more than if he got it back by demands, force or unfriendly
methods, so in the case of China and our so-called rights and concessions. As I say, it is now
too late to ‘give’ them back, we are either, and in the very near future, going to be forced to 21 e
them back or we shall have to m:».o—.ve.m our so-called rights by the power of might—possi. v
International Control. Personally I tliink we have exhausted our rights to enforce our stay here,
except as welcome guests.

As to the Shanghai fracas, I think we foreigners, if we are to keep to our rights, are not
to blame. The trouble started thru a Mill strike and thru disorders there was unavoidable
blcodshed. This happens in our countries it is agreed that when a Moh becomes unmanage-
able the Police and or Military have to and naturally should preserve order and if the mob will
not disperse and will continue to assault then the consequence of any bloodshed is absolutely,
entirely and justly upon their own heads, I see it stated that the Diplomatic Corps and the

Chinese Government have more or less prejudged the affair and seem to think, especially our
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lcvely spineless Ministers, that the Police and other authorities who are supposed to keep and
preserve order should willingly and freely allow themselves to be used as free target practices
for any illiterate, surly and unmanageable mob that want to use them for such. Beautific,
1sn’t it?  Apart from the rights and wrongs of our holding concessions, ete., I would say that
if the Chinese cannot work with foreign ‘Devils’ in foreign concessions then why don’t they
clear out, who is keeping them there? We foreign devils have these certain concessions by
right (the of might) and so far with the agreement and connivance of the Government of
China, so to all intents and purposes they are foreign territoris, therefore, they must obey
the laws prevailing at such places, or get out. ¥

These concessions were granted, or grabbed, so that we foreigners could carry on busi-
ness without hindrance and it was agreed that we should confine ourselves to these parts and
were not allowd to carry on business or use other parts of the Country. Well, have we lived up
tc or part of the agreements? If a foreigner gets shot up in the intrior the Chinese Govern-
ment is denuded with demands for compensatior.. etc., well, if we go where we are not suppos-
ed to, or if we go and carry on illegal business; which we should not—many foreigners do bu-
siness outside of their concessions for which a Chinaman would be deported or hung in an-
other or his own country. No, we have not done the right thing on our sides. There have been
cases of- foreigners shot and killed and heavy demands made in consequence yet it has been



perfectly well-known by both side that the party killed was absolutely in the wrong, was
smuggling, etc. So there have not only been weakness on our part—weakness shown by neith-
er surrendering nor maintaining our rights—but base and illegal wrongs done to China by some
of our nationals.

While on the subject of demands and indemnities I would mention that if a Chinese was
killed by bandits, or others, in America or in Evrope—yes, don’t get sore, we have them there
just as much as China has—would China get Concessions as well as heavy indemnities, and f
she demanded it would other nations support her? No, so we are here by force of overbear-
ing might, yet we could have been welcome here if we had just Keep to our rights and treated
the Chinese properly, or if we didn’t like it ju:t give back the rights when it would have been
gratefully acknowledged by China, now, as [ say, it is too late, we must either show nore of
the gospel of Might is Right or get kicked out. Until either of these things happen I would
suggest that the Chinese clear ou from the concessions they do not like.

A peculiar thing is that the Chinese wh> are always yelling ‘Take back the Ccncessions’
are the first who fly to them in case of civil war or other commotion. The curse of China is
composed of The Missionized Product and the Returned Swollen-headed Student. Remedy, ship
all the Missionaries back home and stop making asses of ourselves in falling over one anosther
to Educate the Native. e

Trusting that this is not too long, an'l that others of your readers will agree with my vi>ws,

Yours faithfully “La Cynic”
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