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SAMUEL JOHNSON

1. Samuel Johnson, one of the most eminent English
writers of the eighicenth century, was the son of Michadl
Tohn'sou, who was, at the b:ginning of that century, a magis-
trate of Lichfield?, and a bookseiler of great note? in the midland
counties®. Michael’s abilities* and attainments® seem to have:
been considerable. He was so well acquainied with® the con-
tents of the volumes™ which he exposed to sale, that the country
rectors® of Staﬂ(ordshzre and, Woklx&stershlre thought him an
oracle® on points of learning, Between him and the clergy®,
indeed, there was a strong religious and political sympathy*.
He was a zealous cku/chman‘", and,” though he had qualified
himself for mun.czpal office® by taking the oaths to the sover-
cigns in” possession'®, was to the last a Jacobite in heart', At
his house, a house which is still pointed oub to every traveller
who visits Lichfield, Samuel was born on the 18th of Septem-
Ler, 1709. In the child'®, the physical'®, intellectual™, and
moral®, pceuliarities®™ which aftem'aldsdiété’nguis/eed” the
man were plainly discernible®®,—great muscular“ strenabh'
accompanied by much awLwardness” and _many mf rmztzes“’
great quirkness‘“ of parts, with a morbid23 ropé'nsm * to sloth
and procr&’stmat:o ; & kind and generous heart, with a
gloomy® and i z}able"' tempar. Ho had inherited from his
ancestors® a scrb/fu’oié taint®, which it was beyond the power
of medicine fo remove®. His parents were weak enough to
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4 ESSAY BY MACAULAY

believe that the royal touch was a spec.fic for this malady*.
In his third year he was taken up to London, inspected by® the
court surgeon® prayed over by the court chaplains®, and
stroked and i)resanted with a piece of gold by Queen Anne’,
One of his ear/lx'est recollections® was that of a stat:ly lady™ in a
diamond® stomacher® and a long black hood. Her hand was
applied ¢n vain®®. The boy’s features, which were originally
noble and nob irregular®, were distorted® by his malady.
His cheeks were desply scarred®. He lost for a time the
sight'* of one eye, and he saw but very imperfectly with the
other. But the forca of his mind overcame every tmpediment',
Iudoleni®® as he was, he acquired knowledge with such ease
and rapidity that at every school to which hLe was sent he was
foon the best scholar. Ifrom sixteen to eighteen he resided at
home, and was left to his own devices’’. He learned much at
this time, though his studies were without guidance'® and
without plan. He ransacked™ his father’s'shelves, dippzd into
& multitude of Looks®™, read what was interesting and passed
over what was dull. An ordinary lad would have acquired
little or no useful knowledge in such a way, but much that
was dull to.ordinary lads was interesting to Samuel. He read
little Greek, for his proficiency® in that langunage was not
such that he could take much pleasure in the masters of Attic
pogtry and elcquence?®. But he had left school a good Latinist,
and he soon acqured, in the large and miscellaneous library®®
of which he now had the command, an extensive knowl-
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6 ESSAY BY MACAULAY

edge of Latin literaturs. That dugustan® delicacy® f taste
which is the boast of the great public scools® of England he
never possessed. But he was early familiar with some classi-
cal writers* who were quite unknown to the best scholars in the
sixth form at Elon®. He was peculiarly attracted by the
works of the great restorers of learing. Once, while searching
for some apples, he found a huge folio volume® of Petrarch’s”
works. The name excited his curiosity, and he eagerly de-
voured hundreds of pages. Indeed, the diction® and versifi-
cation of his own Latin compositions show that he had paid
at least as much attention to modern copies from the antique .
as to the original models. _

2. Whiie he was thus irregularly educating himself, his
family was sinking into hopeless poverty. Old Michael
Jolinson was much hetter qualified to pore wpon® bouks, and
to talk about them, than to trade in them. His business
declined™; his debts increased; it was with difficulty that the
daily expenses of his household were defrayed**. It was out
of his power to support bis son at either university’, but a
ivealthy neighbor offered assistance, and, in reliance on prom-
ises which proved to be of very little value, Samuel was en-
tered at Pembroke Coliege, Oxford. When the young scholar
presented himself to the rulers of that sociefy’, they were
amazed not more by his ungainly figure and eccentric man-
ners than by the quantity of extensive and curious informa-
tion which he had picked up during many months of desultory*
but not unprofitable study. On the first day of his residence,
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8 ESSAY BY MACAULAY

‘he surprised his teachers by quotinz Macrobius; and one of
the most learned among them declared that he kad never
known a fresiinan® of equal attatnments®.
3. At Oxford, Johnson resided during about thres years.
He was poor, even to raggedness®; and his appearance excited
a mirth and a pity which were equally intolerable to his
haughty spirit®. He was driven from the quadrangle® of Christ
Church by the sneering looks which the members of that aristo-
cratical society® cast at the holesin his shoes. Some charifable
person placed a new pair at his door, but he spurned them
away in a fury®. Distress made him, not servile, but reckless
and ungovernable. No optﬂent gentleman commoner, panting
for one and twenty, could have {reated the academical au-
~ thorities with more gross disrespect’. The needy scholar was
generally to be szen under the gate of Pembroke, a gate now
adorned with his effiyy'°, haranguing a circle of lads, over
whom, in spite of his tattered gown and dirty linen, his wit
and audacity® gave him an wundis puted'® ascendency®®. In
every mutiny against the discipline cf the college, he was the
ringleader*®*. Much was pardoned, however, to a youth so
highly distinguished by abilities and acquirements. He had
early made himself known by turning Pops’s “Messiah” into
Latin verse. The style and rhythm, indeed, were not exactly
Virgilian ; but the translation found many admirers, and was
read with pleasure by Pops himself.
4. The time drew near at which Johnson would, in the
ordinary course of things, have become a Lachelor of aris; but
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10 ESSAY BY MACAULAY

he was at the end of his resources’. Those promises of sup-
port on which he had relied had not bzen kept. His family
could do nothing for him. His debts to Oxford {radesmen?®
were small indeed, yet larger than he could pay. In the
autumn of 1781 he was under the necessity of quitting the
university without a degree’. In the followiry winter his
father died. The old man left but a pittance, and of that
pittance almost the wholz was appropriaied* to the support
of his widow. The prcparty to which Samuel succeeded?
amounted to no mors than twenty f)ounds.

5. His life during the thirty years which followed was
one hard struggle with poverty. The misery of that strugglo
neeled no aggravation®, but was aggravated by the suffering’
of an unsound bady and an unsound mind. Before the young
man left the university, his fereditary malady® had broken
forth in a singularly cruel form. He had become an tncur-
able® hypochondriac'®. . He said long after that he had been
mad all his life, or at least not perfectly sane; and, in truth,
ecc ntricities less strange than his have often been thought
grounds sufficient for absolving felons and for setting aside
wills. His grimaces, his gesturas, his mutterings, sometimes
diverted and sometimes terrifizd people who did not know
him. At a dinner table he would, in a fit of absence, stoop
down and twitech off a lady’s shoe. He would amaz2 a draw-
ing-room by suddenly ejaculating a clause of the Lord’s
Prayer. He would conceive an unintelligible aversion* to a
particular alley, and perform a great circuit rather than see
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12 ESSAY BY MACAULAY

the hateful place. e would set his heart on touching every
" post in the streets through which hoe walked. If by any
chance he missed a post, he would go back a hundred yards
and repair* the omission. Under the influence of his diseass,
his senses became morbidly torpid and his {magination® mor-
bidly active. At one time he wouid stand poring on the town
Jdock without being able to tell tho hour. At azother he
would distinetly hear his mother, who was many miles- off,
calling him by his name. But this was not the worst. A
de'epr melancholy® took possession of him, and gave a dark
$inge to all his views of human naturo and of human destiny®,
Such wretchedness as he endured has driven many men to
shcot themselves or drown themselves. Bub he was under no
temptation to commit suicide®. He was sick of life, but he was
afraid of. death; and he shuddered® at every sight or sound
which reminded him of the tnevitabdle’ hour. In religion he
found but little com:fort during his long and frequent fits of
dejection®, for his religion partook of his own character. - The
Light from heaven shone on him indeed, but not in a direct
line, or with its own pure splendor. Tie rays had to struggle
through a disturhing medium®: they reached him refracted,
dulled, and discolored by. the thick glcom which had settied
on his soul, and, though they might bz sufficiently cicar to
guide Lim, were too dim to cheer him.
6. With such infirmities of body and of mind, this cele-
brated man was left, at two and twenty, to fight his way
through the world. He remained during atout five years in
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14 ESSAY BY MACAULAY

the midland counties, At Lichfield, his birthplace' and. his
garly home, he had "inherited some friends and acquired®
others. He was kindly noficed® by Henry Hervey, a gay
officer of noble family, who happened to be quartered there.
Gilbzrt Walmesley, registrar of the ecclesiastical* court of the
diocese® — a man of disfinguished parts, learning, and knowl-
edge of the world, —did himself honor by patronizing® the
byouug_ adventurer, whose repulsive’ person, unpolished man-
nors, and squalid garb moved many of the pelty aristocracy® of
the neighborhood to laughter or to disgust. At Liohfield,
however, Johnson could find no way of earning a livelihood.
Ho became usher of a grammar school in Lsicestershire; he
resided as a humble companion in the house of a country
gentlaman ; but a life of dependence was insupportable® to his
haughty spivit. He repaired to Birmingham, and there
earneld a few guineas by literary drudgery®. In that town ke
printed a translation, little noticed at the time and long
forgotten, of a Latin book about Abyssinia. He thea put
forth proposals for publishing by subscription'* the poems of
Politian, with notes containing a history of modern Latin
verse; but subscriptions' did not come in, and the volume
never appzared. '

7. While lsading this vagrant and miserable life, Johnson
fell in jove. The object of his passion was Mrs. Elizabeth
Porter, a widew who had children as old as himse!f. To
ordinary spectators, the lady appeared to bs a short, fat,
coarse woman, painted half an inch thick, dressed in gaudy
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16 E3SSAY BY MACAULAY

-colors, and fond of exhibiting provilicial airs and glaces which
were not exactly those of the Queensberrys and Lepzls. To
Johnson, however, whose passioas were strong, whose eyesight
was tco weak to distinguish ceruse® from natural bloom, and
who had seldom or never been in the same room with a
woman of real fashiss?, his Tetty, as he called her, was the
most beautiful, gra.eful, and accomplished® of her sex. That
his admiration was unfeigned* cannot be doubted, for she
‘was as poor as himself. She accepted, with a readiness which
-did her little honor, the addresses® of a suilor® who might have
bzen her son. The marriage, however, in spite of occasional
wranglings?, proved happier than might have been expzcted.
The lover continued tu pe under the illusions® of the wedding
.day till the lady died, in her sixty-fourth year. On her
monument® he placad en inscri ption'® extolling the charms of
her person and of her manners; and. whoen, long after her
deceaase, he had cceasion to mention her, he exclaimed, with a
tenderness half ludicrous, half pathetic, “Pretty creature !’
8. His marriage made it necessary for him to ewert'?
himself more strenuously than he had hitherto done. He
took a house in the neighborhood of his native town, and
advertised for pupils. But eighteen months passed away,
and only three pupils came to his academy. Indead, his
appearance was so strange, and his temper so violenf, that
his schoolrcom must have resembled an ogre’s*® den. Nor was
the tawdry, painted -grandmother whom he called his Tifty
well qualified to make provision for the comfort of young
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18 EsSAY BY MACAVLAY

gentlemen. David Garrick, who was one of the pupils, used
many vears later to throw the best ccmpany of Londun into
convulsions of laughter by mimicling* the endearments of
this exfraordinaiy® pair.

9. At length Johnson, in the twenty-zighth year of his
age, determined to scek his fortune in the capital as a literary
adventurer. He set out with a few guineas, three acts of the
tragedy® of « Irene™* in manuscripl’, and iwoor three letters of
intreduction from bis friend Walmesley.

10. Never since literature became a calling in England
had it bzen a less gainful caliing® than at the time when
Jobhnson took up his residence in London. In the preceding
generation?, a writer of cyninent merit was sure to be munifi-

ently rewarded by the government. . The least that he could
expect was a pension or a sinecure place; and, if he showed
any aptitude® for politics, he might hopa to b2 a member of
Parliament, a lord of the teeasury, an ambassabor®, a secretary
of statz. It would bz easy, on the other hand, to name
ceveral writers of the nineteenth century, of swhom the least
successful has received forty thousand pounds from the book-
sellers. But Johnson entered on his vocation' in the most
dreary part of the dreary interval which separated two ages
of prosperity*'. Literature had ceased to flourish under the
patronage®® of the great, and had not begun to flourish under the
patronage of tlic public. One man of letters, indeed, Pope,
ha? acquired by his pen what was then considered as a hand-
scme fortune, and lived on a footing of equality with nobles

LofaRG 2. SEMAY 3. #ELG 4. B4 6. FEEG CLOBGE 7. iU, BRE
8 i f 9. kH; 10. g, fedn 11, SN&; 12, 04 :



Samucl Johrson 19 -

AHEAPIFIEE, AL SO B R — B T B A — B
R NS YT s 18,

(L] Bk, KA RAEE T = A T, s A AR
B IR LRI, BT R T S8 IEAYR A0S, AT AR
AR A SR, AR NB BB EE RS,

(] S e A LA B R, R AR
LR BRI T o TERRT — S I R,
SO HRIRIREL AT ASSIN 2 I et
DTS, BT — AR 2P S B
SRR, AR 2 I AR DI, AT
R RPN T, BRI RS ) B 5
RGO, SOADARE, AMICRBII, T
SRS ISR BRI, LRSI T, SO 2
W, AR B A AT, LR S E B o MR RRIEE
NREYRELT AR BLR PIRERIL . RS — R0 8, S mnEt
g, i'?ffi?l%iﬁ,ﬁi JE Fd ﬁk%ﬂ.ﬁgE#ﬁfﬁfﬁoiﬂsfﬁ/‘\%fzuhfﬂa



- 20 ESS1Y BY MACAULAY

and ministers of state. But this was a solitary excepiion.
Even an author whose reputation® was established, and whose
works were popular—such an author as Thomson®, whose
“Seasons” were in every library; such an author as Fielding®,
whose “Pasquin’ bad had a, greater run than any drama!
since the “ Beggar’s Opera’’ — was sometimes glad to obtain,
by pawning® his best coat, the means of dining on tripe at a
cookshop underground, where he could wipe his hands, after
his greasy meal, on the back of a Newfoundland doz. Itis
easy, therefore, to imagine what humiliations® and privations’
must have awaited the novice® who had still to earn a name.
One of tho publishers to whom Johnson applied for em ploy-
ment® measured with a scornful eye that athletic though un-
couth frame, and exclaimed, “You had better get a porter’s
knot*® and carry trunks” Nor was the advice bad, for a
porter was likely to be as plentifully fed and as comfortably
lodged as a post.

1i. Some time appears to Lave elapssd before Joknson
was able to form any literary coancction* from which ho
could expect more than breal for the day which was passing
over Lim. He never forgot the generssity'® with which
Hervey, whko was now rzsiding in London, relisved his wants
during this timo of trial. “Harry Hervey,” said the old
philosopher many years later, “was a vicicus man, but he was
very kind to me. If you call a dog Hervey, I shall love him.”
At Hervey's table, Johnson someiimes enjoyed feasts which
wera made more agrecable by contrast. But in general he

LAR 2 AME 3 &S 4 B O BUG 6 B T E
B s 9 s 10, f5d 1L 3 12, B



Samuel Johnson 21

DRSS A, AR~ AT T B AR, U BB 3,
SR EIEAT, ISR T AT 2, LR 7, B
SRABAT 38, TSRS AT e Rl JB A5 B0, 19 R
SRR ST SR, (LB A, TR
TR, BN 2o b BRI — 1252, I
T BRATS T AT A IR RT3 AR Do B,
ERIE A I DR RS R S 2 b, BTN, AT
—IHEREA, R PR ST, B AR Sl
LB, RENLOERTIRNGS, R i R
1, S SO AT, B3R, R BN, A s E e
ISR , R RS

CH—1 B WIS, 8 TR AN, FMese
B2 ELAE LR SERRTE A RS2 51 A SRR FE T o
R RAETER A ok, AU LM 20%, WA IGE B
R TROEZ o 38T 3T B4, ST BRI AR
KPR BRI USRALT BRI, (AR AT R, O
AR, B AR, | RIS R R 2, Ty
RS SRS R, SRS T BT
G2, WIESAMBAELS, RREEZA,



22 ESSAY BY MACAULAY

dinad, and thought that he dined well, on sixpennyworth of
meat and a pennyworth® of bread at an alehousc® near Drury
Lane.

12, The effect of the privations and sufferings which he
endured at this time was discernible to tte last in Lis temper-
and his deportment®. His manners had never bzen courtly.
They now became almost savags. Being frequently under the
necsssiiy of wearing shabby coats and dirty shiris, he bzcama
a confirmed sloven®. Bezing oft:n very hungry when he sat
down to his meals, he contracted a habit of eating with
ravenous greediness. KFven to the end of his life, and even at
the tables of the great, the sight of food affected -him as it
-affects wild beasts and birds of prey®. His taste in cookery®,
formed in subterranean ordinaries and alamsde beefshops, was
far from delicate. Whensver he was so forlunate as to Lave
n2ar him a hars that had been kept too long, or a meat pie
male with rancid® butter, he gorged hiws:lf with such
violence that his veins swelled and the moisturz broke out on
his forshead. The ¢ffronts® which his poverty emboldened
siupid and low-minded men to offer to him, would have
brokzn a mean spirit into sycophancy’, but made him rude
even to ferocity. Unhappily, the éndolence®® which, whilz it
was defensive, was pardonable and in some sense respcctable,
accompanied him into societizs whers he was treated with
courtesy and kindness. He was repeatedly provoked inte
striking those who had taken liberties with him. All the
suffercrs, however, were wiss enough to abstain from taiking

about their beatings, except Osborne, the most rapacious™

V. i —Es 2. JNESE 3. MREG 40 RBEEL O BE 6 MBS T WS
8, #%; 9. @IS 10. B 1. 8 : '



Samuel Johnson 23

Ed

ST — A SRR R S R — AR A — B, R 2 e T ELRE
KFZENHTo

Ho] RSB RAREEEY;, AREERAE (Ao T
g, TR SE IR B0 AR R L 2, ARG B LR
{255 BT AN AR Ol S AR B A SR BRI A
T o R EESIER BHE, W7 A3 A A SRS, MR R, S B e
TR, M) TR 04 SR , TR A TR
BT P RS RIS IS 2 ik, AP , SRR B N
AT ERAYZERT  FUP TR IS At , FUE TP atiney B AR
T oM L b4 T — R SRR ST Rk R
SHTARE TSR EHIL, T TE R AR ,"il%’n&f’f:kﬁﬁi,&ﬁimi’é‘?ﬁﬁ:%ﬁ
TR0 OB EAN I BLRS AU RN R B W L , B
FESRIEE T2 UECARRES, LI AT (R AR A 1R
2 LR, e B IR B IE I:H;q,}ﬁidﬁzfﬂ# BLeEES b, 56
KIGFSIE ElF—i’iéfﬁ%,}iﬁ'rﬁffgzﬁfﬁiifJ*)f‘t"’éﬁ@%ﬁﬁ#ﬁéfﬁi%’z% A
A R ST A BB AT B
sz%m:ﬁwﬁm&m& B SEAS I TR A 1l — IR, JLE

SRAATA SRR LY IR 20 B B TR

5 GG RSB IS NI R BRI »



24 FSSAY BY MACAULAY

and !rutal of Looksellers, who proclaimad everywhere that he
bad bezen knocked down by the Luze fellow whom he Lad
hired to puff the Harl:zian Library. :

13. About a year after Johnson had begun to rasids in.
London, he was fortunate enough to obtain regular employ-
ment from Cave, an cnterprising’ and intelligent bookseller,
who was propriecior® and editor of “The Gentleman’s Maga-
zinz.” Tuat journal, just entecinz on the ninth year of its
Iong existenc:, was the only periodical work in the kingdom
which then hal what would now be called a large circulation®.
It was, indeed, the chixf sourcs of parliamentary intelligence.
It was not then safe, cven during a reccess®, to publish an.
account of the proczedings® of cither Housz without some
disguisc®. Cave, howsver, venturédd to enfertain his readers.
with what he callzsd “Reports of the D:bates of the Senate of”
Lilliput.” Tranc: was Blefuscu; London was Mildendo;
pounds were sprugs; the Duke of Neweastls was the Nardac
szcerztary of state; Lord Hardwicke was the Hugs Hickrad
and William Pultenzy was Wingul Punub. "o write the
spocehies was, during s:veral years, the business of Johnzon.
He was gencrally furnished with notes—meagre’ indeed ani
inoceurate—of what Lald been said; Lut sometimes he had to
find argument and cloqueiies, loth for the ministry and for
the opposition. He was himself a Z'ory®, not from rational
conviction —for lLis serious opinion was, that one form of
governmant was just as good or a3 bad as another, —but from
meor: passion, such as inflamed the Capulets against the
Montaguss, <f the Blucs of the Roman circus against the
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Greens.  In his infancy® he hal heard so much talk about the
villanies® of the Whigs and the dangers «f the Church, that
he had become a furious partisan® wien he ceuld scarcely
spzakt. Bxfors he wus three, he had’insisted cn being taken
to hicar Sachevereall przach at Lichfizld Cashedral, and had
listened to the sermon® with as mueh rispect, and probably
with as mueh intedligenes, as any Staffordshire squire in the
congregation. The work which had been bzgun in the
stursery® had been completed by the university. Oxford,
when Johnson resided thers, was the most Jacobitical placs
in Englani; and Pembroke was one of the most Jacobitical
collegzs in Oxfcrd. The prejudices which he brought up to
Londcn wera scarezly lcss absurd than thoss of his own Tom
Tempast. Charles IT and James 1I. were two of the best
kings that cver reigned. Lzud, a poor criaturs who never
dil, said, or wrote anything indicating more than the ordinary
capacity of an old woman, was a prodigy. of parts and learn-
ing, over whoss tomb Art and Genius still continued to weep.
Hampden desarved no more honorable name than that of
“the zealot of rebeflion®.” " liven the ship monzy, condemnad
not less decidedly by Falkland and Clsrendon® than by the
bitterest Roundheads, Johnson would not pronounce to have
been an uncons:itutional impost®>. Under a government the
mi'dest that had ever been known in the world, under a
government which allowed 1o the people an unprecsdented
Iliberty of speech and action, lie fancied that ke wes a slave;
he assai.ed the ministry with obloguy®® which refuted itself,
and regretted the lost-frezdom and happiness of those golden
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- Gays in which a writer who had taken but ons tenth part of
the license allowed to him would have been pilloried', mangled
with the shears®, whipped at the cart’s tail’, and flung into a
noisome dungzon to die. Ie hatel dissenters and stock-
jobbers, the excise and the army, septennial parliementst, and
continental connections®. He long had an aversion to the
Scotch,—an aversion® of which he could not remember the-
commencement, but which, he owned’, had probably originated
in his abkorresice® of the conduct of the nation during the
Great Rebellion. Tt is easy to guess in what manner debates
on great party questions were likely to be reported by a man
whose judgment was so much disordered by party spirit. A
show of fairness was, indead, nec3ssary to the prosperity of
the magazine®. But Jcohnson long afterwards owned that,
though he had saved appearances, he had taken care that the
Whig dozs stiould not have the best of it; and, in faet, every
passage which was lived, every passage which bears the marks
of his higaer facuities, is put into the mouth of somz membar
of the opposition®®,

14. A few weeks after Johnson had entered on these
obscure'* labors, he published a work which at ones placed him
hizh among the writers of his age. It is probable that what
he had suffered during his first year in London had often
reminded him of some parts of that noble poem in which
Juvenal had deseribzd the misery and degradation® of a needy
man of letters, lodged among the pigeons’ nists in the tctter-
ing garrets which overhung the streets of Reme. Pope’s
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admirabls imitations' of Horace's® “Satires™ and * Epistles ™
had rec:ntly appeared, were in cvery hand, and were by
many readers thougnt superior to the or.ginals, What Popo
had done for Horac2, Johnson aspired to do for Juvenal.
The enterprise® was bold, and yeb judicious*. Ior bebtwezn
Johnson and Juvenal there was much in comn wn,—-much
meore, certainly, than between Pops and Horace.

15. Johnson’s “London” appzared without his name in
May, 1738. He received only ten guineas for this stately and
vigorous poem; but the sale was rapid and the success ¢om-
plete. A second cdition was required within a week. Those
small critics® who are always desirous to lower established
reputations ran akout preelaiming that the anonymsus® satirist
‘was superior to Pope in Pope’s own peculiar department of
literature. It ought to be remembered, to the honor of Pope,
that he joined heartily in the applauss with which the
apparancé of a rival genius was welcomed. He made in-
quiries about the author of ““London.” Such a man, he said,
could not long be coneczaled. The name was soon discovered;
and Pope, with geeat kindness, exerted himself to obtain an
academical degree, and the masbtership of a grammar school,

or the poor young post. The attempt failzd, and Johnson
smained a bookseller’s hack®.

16. 1t does not appear that these two men—the most
eminent writer of the generation which was going out, and
‘the most eminent writer of the gencration which was coming
in—ever saw cach other. . They lived in very different

Lozl 20 WA 3 BEedn 4 KBS 6 BRSSO mAaYn
T BERAE 2N '



Szmuel Johnson . 31

TEEMERRE, SHAME A RISECE SIS S R B ISR LT
IR F 2SR A, T EL RN Fe— 1, AT — i, Al
AP, RS AT E8aE 3, %‘Jéﬁ&i’tﬂuﬁ%‘}&%&ﬂé‘l
BT AUBARIS 2 BE T B , TBUE TR AT R o F AR AN SRR
FIEAERZ , S (AR AL,

CHE] WA s —i BRE-LZS/EME A E 1
WAF A, (I x‘% SRR B ST, SR 2R AT
Ty IR, A B — R, AR ET H@‘& T oA S AN FE RS S
MR BIMNBIGIRRFERSE, ﬁ%uﬂh%é’)ﬂﬂ%ﬁm Vit
i )rﬁ*v?asml‘c%‘-, blateyine = AU (s Rl gl ar e s Ry el
ut@%.nkgiciﬂ,_f.‘:’,‘ba%ﬂ,1%?‘;%:@@%&&92&5%fix‘?:&?é*o T EE g
(et 3k BBt L B AR HEE, SRR AT 5E

#T o SRR RIS BRI T B ER0L, B
B2 88, AR, AR BT L0

(%) SERIAA, BERISE s a5 LR EANRL, B

B — MR RIS S R B 5 — TR AR ESE T B, AU AAY:

REE AR WA IR,



82 ESSAY BY MACAULAY

-circles,—one surrounded by dukes and earls, the other by
starving pamphleteers and index-makers. ~ Among Johnson’s
associates at this time may bs mentioned Boyse, who, when
his shirts were pledged', scrawled Latin versss,” sitting up in
bed with his arms through two holes in his blankets, who
composed very raspectable sacred postry when he was sobar,
-and wko was at last run over by a hackney coach® when he
was drunk; Hoole, surnamed the metaphysical tailor, whe,
instead of attending to his measures, uzed to trace gcomet-
ical diagrams® on the toard where he sat cross-legzed; and
‘the penitent {mpostor*, George Psalmanazar, who, after poring
.all day, in a humble lodging, on ths folios of Jawish rabbis®
.and Christian fathers, indulzed himself at nizht with iiterary
-and theclogical conversation at an slehousz in the city. Bus
the most remarkable of the persons with whom at this time
.Johnson consorted® was Richard Savage, an earl’s son, a shoe-
maker’s apprentice, who Lad seen life in all its forms, who had
feasted among blue ribbancs in St. James's Square, and had
lain with fifty pounds’ \{'eiglxt of irons on his legs in the
condemned ward of Newgate. This men had, after inany
vicissitudes of fortune, sunk at last into abject and hopeless
poverty. His pen hail failed him. His patrons had been
~taken away by death, or estranged’ by the riolous profusion’
with which he squanderel their bounty, and the ungrateful
inzolence with which Le rejected their adviez. He now lived
by begging. He dined on venison and champagne whenever
he had been so fortunute as to borrow a guinea. If his quest-
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ing had been unsuccessful, he appeased the rage of hunger
with some scraps of broken meat, and lay down to rest under
the piazza® of Covent Garden in warm weather, and in cold
weather as near as he could get to the furnace of a glasshouse.
Yet, in his misery, he was still an agreeable companion. He
had an inexhaustible store cf anecdoies® about that gay and
brilliant world from which ke was now an oufcast’. He had
observed the great men of both parties in hours of careless
relaxation, had seen the leaders of opposition without tho
mask cf pairiotism®, and had heard the prime minister roar
with laughter and tell stories not over-decent. During some:
months, Savage lived in the clossst familiarity with Johnson;.
and then the friends parted, not without tears. Johnson
remained in London to drudge for Cave. Savage went to
the west of England, lived there as he had lived everywhere,.
and in 1745 died, penniless and heart-broken, in Bristol jail.
17. Soon after his death, while the public curiosity was
strengly excited about his extraordinary character and his
not léss extracrdinary adventures, a life of him appeared,
widely different from the catchpenny lives of eminent men
which were then a staple® article of manufaciuie® in Grub
Street. The style was, indeed, deficient in ease and variety;
and the writer was evidently too partial to the Latin element
of our language. But the little work, with all its faults, was.
a masterpiece. No finer specimen of literary biography ex-
isted in any language, living or dead; and a discerni:g critic
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might have confidently pradicted that the author was destined
to be the founder of a new school of English cloquencs.

18. The Tife of Sivage was anonymcus, but it was well
known in literary circles that John:on was the writer. During
the three years which foliowed, he pircdueced no important
work; but he was not, and indeed could not be, idle. The
fame of his abilities and learning contnued to grow. Wai-
burtion* prensunced him a man of parts and genius, and the
praise of Warburtcn was then no light thiag. ,Such was
Johnson's reputation that in 1747 several eminznt booksellers
esmbined to employ him in the acduous work of prazparng a
“Dictionary of the English Language,” in two fclio vclumes.
The sum which they agre>d to pay kim was cnly fifte:n
hundr:d guinzas, and cut of this sum he had to ray several
pocr men of letbeis who assisted® him in the hwnbler parts of
his task.

1. The Procp. clus® of tle Dicticnary he addressed to
ths Earl of Chesterfizld. Chesterfieldl had long Leen czle-
trated for the politeness of his manners, the brilliancy of his
wit, and {he deolicacy of his taste. He was acknowledged to be
the finest ¢psaker in the House of Lords. Ie had recently
governed Irela :d, 2t 2 momentous c.njuncture, with eminent
firmncss, wisdom, ond humanify; and lLe had sives become
secrctary of s ate. He recevad John cn’s homags with the
mest winning . 5Ly, and requited it with a few guincas,
_bestow:d, doubt.ess, 1 a vory gracsful manner, but was by no
means desircus to ses ail his carp:ts blackencd with the
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TLondon mud, and his soups and wines thrown to right and.
left over the gowns of fine ladies and the waisbcoats of fine
gentlemen, by an absent, awkward scholar, who gave strangs
starts and uttered strange growls,—who drezs:d like a scare-
crow* and ate like a cormorani®*. During some time Johnson
continued to call on his patron, but, after bzing repeatedly told
by the porter that bis lordship was not at home, took the hint?,
and ceased to present himself at the inhospitable deor.

20. Jobnson had flattered himself that he should have
completed his Dictionary by the end of 1750, but it was not
till 1755 that he at lenzth gave his huge volumes to the world.
During the seven years which he passed in the drudgery of
penning definitions and marking quotations for trarscripliont,
lie sought for relaxation in literary labor of a more agreeabls
kind. In 1749 he published “The Vanity of Human Wishes,”
an exczllent imitation of the Tenth Satire of Juvenal. It is
in truth not easy to say whether the palm bzlongs to the
anciznt or to the modern poet. The couplzts in which the
fall of Wolsey is described, though lofty and sonorous, ars
feeble when compared with the wonderful lines which bring
befere us all Rome in twmull® on the day of the fall of Sejanus;
the laurcls® on the doorposts; the white bull stalking” towards
the Capitol; the statues rolling down from their padestals; the
flatterers of the disgraced minister running to see him dragged
with a hook through the streets, and {o have a kick at his
carcass before it is hurled into the Tiber. It must be owned,
tco, that in the concluding passage the Christian moralist has
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not made the most of his advantazes, and has fallen decidedly
sherb of the sub’imity of his Pugan model. On the cther
hand, Juvenal’s Haunibal must yi2ld to Johnson’s Charles;
«n'l Johnson’s vigorous and path:ic* enumsration of the
miserics ¢f a literary life musi -b> allowed to.be superior to
Juvenal's lamentation over ths fute «f Demosthenes and
Cieero.’ _

21. For the copyright «f “The V.nity of Human Wishas”
Johuson received only fiftesn guineas.

22. A few days after the publication of this peem, his
tragedy, begun many y3ars bzfore, was brought on the stagze.
His pupil, David Garrick, had in 1741 made his appearince
on a humble stage in Goodman’s Ficlds, hal a’ once risen -to
the first place among acters, and was now, after several years
of almost uninterrupted® suceess, manager of Drary Lane The-
atre. The relation batwzen him anil his old precepor? was of
a very singular kind. They rapelled each other strongly, and
yet attracied each other sirongly. Natiur: hal made them of
very different clay, and circamstanc:s had fully brought cut
the natural peculiarities f both. Sudlen prosperity* had
turned Garrick’s head. Continuad adversity had soured John:
ton’s temper. Johnson saw, with more envy than bzeame so
great a man, the villa, the plate, the china, the Brussels
carpet, which the little mimic bad got by repaatiag, with
grimaces and gesticulations, what wiser men had wristen; and
the exquisiteiy sensitive vanity of Garrick was galled by the
thcught that, while all the rest of the world was applauding
him, ke could'obtain from one m-ris2 cynie, whe_e opinioa it
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was impossible to despise, scarcely any compliment not
actdulated* with scorn. Yet the two Lichfield men ‘had so
many early recollecctions in common, and sympathized with
cach other on so many points on which they sympathized
with nobody else in the vast population of the capital, that
though the master was often provoked by thz monkey-like
impertinence’ of the pupil, and the pupil by the bearish
radeness of the master, they remainded friends till they were
partel by death. Garcick now brought “Irene” out, with
alterations sufficient to displease the author, yet not sufficient
to make th> piece pleasing to the audience®. The public,
however, listened, with little emotion but with much civility,
to five acts of monolonous* declamation. After nine repre-
sentations, the play was withdrawn. It is, indeed, altogether
unsuited to the stage, and, even when perused® in the closet,
will be found hardly worthy of the author. He had not the
siightest notion of what blank verse should bs. A change in
the last syllable of every other line would make the versifica-
tion of “The Vanity of Human Wishes” closely resemble the
versification of “Irene.” The poet, however, cleared by his
benefit nights, and by the sale of the copyright of his tragedy,
about three hundred pounds, then a great sum in his esti-
mation®.
23. About a year after the répresentation of “Irene,” he
2gan to publish a series of short essays on morals, manners,
and literature. This 'species of composition had bzen brbught
into fashion by the success of *“The Tatler,” and by the still
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44 ESSAY BY MACAULAY

more brilliant success of “The Spectator.” A crowd of smalf
writers had vainly' attempted to rival Addiscn. “The Lay
Morastery,” ¢The Censor,” “The Fresthinker,” “The Plain
Dealer,” “The Champion,” and other works of the same
kind, had had their short day. Ncn> of them bad obtained a
permancit® place in our literature; and they are now to be
found only in the libraries of the curious. At lengbh Johnsen
undertook the adventure in which so many aspirants® bad
failed. In the thirty-sixth year after-the appearanc: of the
last number of “The Spectator,”” appearel the first number
of “The Rumblert.”” TFrom March, 1750, to March, 1752, this
paper continue 1 to comz cub every Tuesday and Saturday.
24, From tha first, “The Rambler” was enthusiastically
admired by a few emincn’ men. Richardson, when only five
rumboers had appearzd, pronounced it equal, if not superior,
to “The Spectator®.” Younz and Hartley expressed their
approbation not less warmly.  Bubb Dodington—ameng
whose many faults indifference to the clims of genius and
learninz c:nnos bz reckoned—solicited the acquaintance® of the
wiiter. In comsequence, probably, of the good offices of Dod-
ing.on, who was then the confidential adviser of Prince
,Frederick, two of hls Ruyal Highness's gentlemen carried a
gracicus message to the printing-cffice, and orderzd sevoen.
copies for Leiczster House. But these ovariures’ seem to have
b2en very coidly received. Johnson had had enough of the

b

patronage of the great to last him all his life, and was not
disposed to haunt any other docr as he had haunted the door
of Chesterfield.
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25. By the public “The Rambler” was at first very
-coldly recetvzd*. Thouzh the pricz.of a number was only two-
rence, the sale did not amount to five hundred. The profits
were therefore very small. But as soon as the flying leaves
were collzcted and reprinted, they bocame popular. The
asuthor lived to see thirteen thousand copies spread over
‘Tingland alone. Separate editions wers pub.lishe;l for the
‘Scotch and Irish markets. A large party pronounc:d the
sty'e perfect,—so absolutely perfces that in some essays ib
would be impossible for the writer himself to alter a single
word for the better. Another party, not less numerous,
-vehemently® accused® him of having corrupted the purity of
the English tongue. The best cr.tics admitted that his
dietion was to> monotonous, too obvioﬁsly artificial, and now
and then {urgid* even to absurdity®. But they did justice to
the acuteness of his observations on morals and manners, o
the constant precision and frequent brilliancy of his language,
to the weighty and magnificent eloguence® of many serious
-passages, and to the solemn yet pleasing humor of some of
the lighter papers. On the question 'of precedence’ between
Addison and Johnson, a4 quesiion which, seventy years ago,
was much disputed,—posterity® has pronounced a decision
from which there is no appeal. Sir Roger, his chaplain and
his butler, Will Wimble and Will Honeyceomb, the Vision of
Mirza, the Journal of the Retircd Citizen, the Iverlasting
Club, the Dunmow Flitch, the Loves of Hilpal and Shalum,
- the Visit to the Exchange, and tke Visit to the Abbey, are
known to everybody. But many men and wowmen, even of
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“highly cultivated minds, arc unacquainted with Squire Blustcr
and Mrs. Busy, Quisquilius and Venustulus, the Allegory of
Wit and Learning, the Chronicle of the Revolutions of a
Garret, and the sad fate of Anningait and Ajut.
26. The last “Rambler’ was written in a sad and
gloomy hour. Mrs. Johnsen had been given over by the
physicianst. Three days later she diel. She.left her husband
almost broken-hearted. Many people had been surprised to
see a man of his genius and l2arning stoopinz 1o every
drudgery®, and denying himself almost every comfort, for the
purpose cf supplying a silly, affected® old woman with super-
fluities®, which she accepted with but little gratitude’. - Butb
all his affection had bzen concentrated on her. Hehad neithes
. brother nor sister, neither scn nor daughter. To him she was
beautiful as the Gunnings, and witty a3 Lady Mary. Her
-opinion of his writ'nzs was more important to him than th:
voice of the pit of Drury Lanc Theatre, or the judgment of
“The Monthly Review.” The chief support whichk had
sustained® him thrcugh the most arduous labor of his life was
the hope that she would enj.y the fame and the profit which
he anticipated” f-om his Dicbioﬁary. She was gone; and in
‘that vast labyrn:h of stcecets, peopled by eight hundred thou-
sand human beings, he was alone. Yet it was necessary for
him to set ‘himself, as he expre:sed it, doggadly to work.
After three more laborious years, the Dlctionary was at

length compl:te.
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27. It had been generally supposed that this great work
would be dedicated to the eloquent and accomplished nobleman
to whom the Prespectus had been addressed. He well knew
the value of such a compliment; and thersfore, when the day
of publication draw near, he exerted himself to soothe, by a
show of zealous and at the same time of dslicats and judicious
kindness, the' pride which he had so cruelly wcunded. Since
the “Ramblers’ had ceased to appear, the towu had been
entertained* by a journal called “ The World,” to which many
men‘of high rank and fashion coniribufed’. In two @ccessive
numbers of ”_Thé World > the 'D;'ctionary was, to use the
modern pbrase, puffed with wonderful skill. The writings of
Johnson- were warmly praised. It was pljoposéd that he
should be invested with the authority of a diciator®, nay, of a
pope, over cur language, and that his decisions about the
meaning and the spelling of words should bs received as final
His two folios, it was said, would of course be bought by
everybody who could afford to buy them. - It was soon known
that theso papers were written by Chesterficld. Bub the just
reseniment® of Johnson was not to be so'appeased. In a letfer
written with “’singular energy and dignity of thought and
language, he rapelled the tardy advances of his patron. The
Dictionary came forth without a dedication®. In the preface
the author truly declared that he owed nothing to the greaf}?"
and described the difficulties with wliiqh he had been left to
siruggle so foreibly and pathetically that the ablest and most.
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snalevolent* of all the enamies of his fame, Horne Tooke,
never could read thet passage without tears.

28. The publib, on this occasion, did Johnson full justice,
and something more than justics. The best lexicographer® may
well be content if his productions ars receivel by the world
with cold esteem. But Johnsen’s Dictionary was ha’led with
an enthusiasm such as no similar work has ever excited. It
was, indeed, the first dietionary which could be read with
pleasure. Thz definitions show so much acuteness of thought
and command of linguage, and the passages quoted from
poets, divines, and philosophers are so skilfully selected, that
a leisure hour may a'ways bz very agreeably spent in turning
over the pages. The {aults of the book resolve themselves, for
the most part, into one geeat fault. Johnson was a wretched
etymolozist. He knew little or mnothing of any Teutonic
Innguage except English, which, indeed, as he wrote it, was
scarezly a Teutonic language; and thus he was absolutely at
the merey of Junius® and Skinnert.

29. The Dictionary, though it raised Johnson’s fame,
added nothing to his pecuniary means. The fifteen hundred
guineas whizh tlie bocksellers had agreed to pay him had
been advanced and spent before the last sheets issuxd from
the press. It is painful to relate that, twice in the course of
the year which followed the publication of this great work,
he was arrested and carrizd to sponging-houses®, and that he
was twice indebted for his liberty to h’'s exesllent friend
Richardson. 1t was still necssary for the man who had b_en
fermally saluted by the highest authority as dictator of the
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Engish language to supply his wants by constant toil. He
abridged his D ctionary. He proposed to briné out an edition
of Shakesp:zare by subscription, and tnany subscribers sent in
their names, and laid down their monay; but he soon found
the task so little to his {aste that he turned to more attractive
employments. Ie contributed many papers to a new monthly
jeurnal which was called “The Literary Magazine'.” Few of
these papers have much interest, but among them was the
very best thing that he ever wrote, a masterpiece both of
reasoning and of satirical pleasantry, the review® of Jenyns’s
“Inquiry into the Nature and Origin of Evil.”

30. In the spring of 1758 Johnson put forth the first: of a
serics of essays entitled « The Idler.” During two years these
-essays eontinued to appear weekly. They were eazerly raad,
widely circulated, and, indeed, impudenily® pirated* while
‘they were still in the original! form, and had a large sale when
collected into volumes. “The Idler” may be described as a
gecond part of “The Rambler,” somewhat livelier and some-
what weaker than the first part,

31. While Jobhnson was busied with his “Idlers,” his
mother, who had accomplished her ninetieth year, died at
Lichfield. It was long since he had seen her; but he had not
failed o contrilute® largely, out of his small means, to her
comfcrt. In order to defray the charges of her funeral, and
to pay some debts which she had left, he wrote a little book
in a single week, and sent off the sheets to the press without
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reading them cver. A hundrad pounds were paid him for the
copyright; and the purchasers had great causo to be pleassd
with their bargain, for the book was *‘Rasselas.” :

32, The success of “Rasselas” was great, though such
ladies as Miss Lydia Languish' must have been grievously
disappointed when they found that the new volume from the
ctrculating library® was little more than a dissertation® cn the
suthor’s favorite theme, the vanity of human wishes; that
the Prince of Abyssinia* was without a mistress, and the
princess without a lover; and that the story set the hero and
the heroine down exactly where it had taken them up. Tho
style was the subject of much eager controversy. “ The Month-
ly Réview” and “The Critical R viciw’” took differani sides.
Many readers pronounced the writer a pompous pedanf, who
would never use a word of two syllables’ whers it was possible
to use a word of six, and who could not make a waiting-woman
relate hor adventures without balancing every noun with an-
other noun and every epithet with another cpithet. Another
party, not less zealous, cited” with dalight numerocus passages
in which weighty meaning was expressed with accuracy® and
illustrated with splendor®. And bcth the censure and the
praise were merited.

- 83, About the plan of “ Rasselas” little was said by the
critics, and yet the taults of the plan might seen to invite
severe criticism. Johnson has frequently'® blamed Shakespears
for neglecting the proprieties of time and place, and for ase:i-
bing to one age cr nation the manners and opinions of an-
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other. Yet Shakespears has nob sinned in this way more
grievously than Johnson. Rasselas and Imlac!, Neakyah and
Pekual, are evidently meant to be Abyssinians of the eigh-
tcenth century, for the Europe which Imlac describzs is the
FEuropz of the eighteexith century; and the inmates of the
Happy Valley talk familiarly* of 1hat law of gravitation®
wkich Newton discoverad, and which was not fully rsceived,
even at Cambridge, till the eighteenth eantury. What a real
company of Abyssinians would have been may be learned
from Bruce's “Travels.” Bub Johnson, not content with
turning filthy savages, ignorant of their letters and gorged
with raw steaks cut from living cows, into philosophers as
eloquent and enlightened as himself or kis friend Burke, and
into ladies as highly accomplished as Mrs. Lennox* cr Mrs.
Sheridan, transferred the whole domeséic system of England
to Egypt. Into a land of harems, a land of polygamy, a land
where women are married without ever baing seen, he intro-
duced the flirlations® and jealousies of our ball-rooms®. In a
land whers there is boundless liberty of divorce, wedlock? is
described as the indissoluble compact, A youth and maiden
meeting by chance, or brought teg ther by artifice, exchange
glances, reciprocate civilities, go home sand dream of ezch
other. Such,” says Rasselas, “is the common process of
marriage.” Such it may have been, and may still bs, in
London, but assuredly not at Cairo. A writer who was guilty
of such improprieties had little right to blame the poet who
made Hector quots Aristotle, and rapresented Juilo Romanq
as flourishing ‘n the days of the cracle of Delphi.
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34. By such exerlions as have bzen described, Johnson
supported himself till th> year 1762. In that year a great
change in his circumstances took place. He had from a child
been an enemy of the reigning dynasty. His Jacobite pre-
judices had been exhibited® with little disguise both in his
works and i1 his conversation. Even in his massy and
elaborate® Dictionary, he had, with a strange want of taste
and judgment, inserted bitter and contumelious® reflections on
the Whig party. The excise, which was a favorite resource
of Whiz ﬁnanéiers, he had designated a3 a hateful tax. He
had railea* azainst the commissioners of excise in language so
coarse that they had seriously thought of proscculing® him.
He had with difficulty bzen prevented from holding up the
lord privy seal by name as an example of the meaning of the
word ‘“‘renegade.” A pensicn he had defined as pay gven to
a sfate hireling {o betray his country; a pensioner, as a slave
of state hired by a stipend to obey a master. It seemed
unlikely that the author of these definitiocns woull himself Le
pensioned. But that was a time of wonders. Gzorgs IIT had
ascended the throne, and had, in the course of a few montls,
disgusted many of thoe old friends, and conciliated® many of
the old enemies, of his house. The city was becom'ng mutin-
ous. Oxford was becoming loyal. Cavendishes and Ben'incks
were murmuring. Somersets and Wyndhams were hastening
to kiss hands. The head of the treasury was now Lord Bute,
who was a Tory, and could have no objection to Joh:son’s
Toryism. Bute wished to ke thought a patron of men of let-
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{ers, and Jo' nson was one of the mcst eminent and one of
the mcst needy men of letters in Europe. A pension of three
Lundred a year was graciously offered, and with very little
hesttation® accepted.

35. This event produced a change in Johnzon’s who'e
way of life. Icr the first time since “his boyhood, he no
Ienger felt the daily goad® urging him to the daily toil. He
was at liberty, after thirty years of anxicty and drudgery, to
indulge his coustitutional ¢ndolenc.® to lie in bed till two in
the afternosn, and to sit up talking till four in the moraing,
withcut fearing either the printer’s devil or the shesi ff’'s* officer:.

36. One laboricus task, indeed, he had bound himself to
perform. He had received large subscriptions for his promis-
ed edition ¢f Shakespesare; he had lived cn thoss subsecriptions
cduring scme years; end he could not, without disgrace, omib
to perform his part ¢f the contraci®. H's friends repeatedly
exhorted him to make an effort, and he repeatedly resoived
to do so. But, notwithstanding their exhortations and his
rasclutions, menth followed menth, ye:r folowed year, and
nothing was done. He prayed fervently against bis idleness;
he determined, as often ¢s he received the sacrameni®, that he
would no longer doze away and trifle away his time; but the spell
‘under which he lay resisted prayer and sacrament. His private
notes at this time are made up of self-reproackes’. “My in-
dolence,” he wrote on Kaster Eve in 1764, “*has sunk into
grosser sluggishness. A kind f strange oblivion has overspread
me, so that T know not what has become of the last year.”
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Esaster, 1765, came, and found him still in the same state. “M;
time,” he wrote, “has been unprofitably spent, and secms ai
a dream that has left mothing behind. My memory grow:
confused*, and I know not how the days pass over m2.”” Hap
pily for his honor, the charm which held him captive was a
length broken by no gentle or friendly hand. He had bee.
weak enough to pay serious attention to a st.ry about a guos
which haunted a house in Cock Lanz, and had actually gon
himself, with soma of his friends, at onz in the morning, &
St. John's Church, Clerkenwell, in the hope of receiving a
communication from the periurbed spirit’. But the spirit
though adjured with all solemnity, remained cbstinately
silent; and it soon appeired that a nauguty girl of elever
Lad been amusing Lers:lf by making fcols of so many philc
ssphers. Churchill, who, confident in his powers, drunk wit!
popularity, and burning with party spirit, was losking fo
some man of established fam3 and Tory politics to insu b
celebrated the Cock Lane ghist in three cantos, nicknamec
Johnson Pompcso, asked where the book was which had bee1
so leng promised and so liberally paid for, and dirsctly
accused the geeat moralist of chzating®. This terrible worc
proved effectual; and in Qctober, 1765, appeired, after ¢
delay of nine years, the new edition of Shakespeare.

37. This publication :saved dJohnson’s clharacter fo
hcnesty, but added nothing to the fame of Lis abilities anc
learning. The pref:ce, thcugn it contains some good pas
sages*, is not in his best manner. The most valuable nit
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are those in which he had an opportunity of showing how
attentively he had, during many ye:rs, observed human
life and human nature. The best specimen is the note on
the character of Pclonius. Nothing so good is to be found
even in Wilhelm Meister’s admirable examination of Hamlet.
But here praise must end. It would be difficult to name a
more slovenly', a more worthless, edition of any great classic.
The reader may turn over play after play without finding one
happy conjectural’ emendation®, or one ingenious and satis-
factory explanation of passage which had baffled preceding
commenlators®. Johnson had, in his Prospectus, told the
world that he was peculiarly fitted for the task which he had
undertaken, because he had, as a lexicographer, been under
the necessity of taking a wider view of the English language
than any of his predecessors. That his knowledge of our
literature was extensive, is indisputable. But, unfortunately,
he Lad altogether neglected that very part of our literature
with which it is especi:lly desirable that an editor of Shake-
speare should he conversant®. 1t is dangerous fo assert a
negative. Yet little will be risked by the assertion that in
the two folio velumes of the English Dictionary- there is not
a single passage quoted from any dramatist® of the Elizabe-
than age except Shakespears and Ben. Even from Ben the
quotationz are few. Johnson might easily, in a few months,
have made himself well acquainted with every old play that
was extant. But it never seems to have occurred to him
that this was a necessary preparation for the work which
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he had undertaken. He would doubtiess have admittad that
it would ba ths heizhi of absurdity in a min who was n:t
familiar with the works «f ASschylu: and Furipides to pub-
lish an edition of Sophoc’es. Yet he ventured to publish
an ed.tion f Shakespeare without having ever in his life, ar
far as can bz discoverel, read a single scens of Massiaged
Ford, D:kker, Webster, Marlowe, Beaumont, or Fletcher.
His detractors were noisy aad scurrilous'. Thoss who most
loved and honored him had little @ say in praise of the
manner in which he had discharg:d the dudy® of a commenta-
tor. Ho had, howevar, acquitted himself of a debt which
had long lain heavy on his conscience®, and he sank back into
the reposs from which the sting of sabire had roused him.
He long continued to live upon the fame wuich he had alreidy
won. He was honoredby the University of Oxford with &
doctor’s degres, by the Royal Academy with a professorsiip,
and by the King with an interview, in which his Majssty
mcsh gracicusly expressed a hope that so excellent a writor
weould not ceasz to write. In the intsrval, however, betwe:sn
1765 and 1775, Juhason pub lished only two or three political
tracts*, the longast of which he could have produc:d in fo:ty-
cight hours, if he had worked as he work:d on the Life f
Savage and on ““ Rasselus.”

38. But, though his p:n.was now itile, his tonzue was
active. The influencs® exsreised by his conversation, divectly
updn those with whom he lived, and indirectly on the whol>.
literary world, was altog:ther without pavallel. His colls-
quial® talenis- were, indeed, of the highest order. He had
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strong sense, quick discernment, wit, humor, immense know-
ledgo of literature and of life, and an infinite store of curious
anecdotes. As respected styls he spoke far better than he
wrcete. Kvery sentence which droppzd from his lips was as
correct in structure as the most nicely balanced period of “The
Rambler.” But in his talk there were no pompous triad, and
little more than a fair proportion of words in “osity” and
“ation.”” All was simplicity, ease, and vigor. He uttered his
short, weighty', and pointed sentences with a power of voice
and a justness® and energy of ¢mphasis® of which the effect
was rather. ircreased than diminished* by the rollings of his
huge form, and by the astlmaiic® gaspings and puffings® in
which the peals of his eloquence generally ended. Nor did
the laziness which made him unwilling to sit down to his desk
prevent him from giving instruction or entertainment orally.
To discuss questions of taste, of learning, of casuistry®, in
language so exact and so forcible that it might have been
printed without the alteration of a word, was to him no exe:=
tion, but a pleasure. He loved, as he said to fold his legs and
have his tallkk out. He was ready to bestow the overflowings
of his full mind@ on anybody who would start a subject,—on a
Sfcllow-passenger® in a stagecoach®, or on the person who sat at
the same table with him in an cating-house®. But his con-
versation was nowhere so brilliant and striking as when he
was surrounded by a few friends whose abilities and know-
ledge enabled them, as he once expressed it, to send him back
every ball that he threw. Some of these, in 17€¢4, formed
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themselves into a club, which gradually bzcame a.formidalls

power in the commonwealth of lettzrs. The verdicts pro-
nounced by this conclave on new books were speedily known
over all London, and were sufficient to sell off a whole edilion?
in a day, or to condemn the shests to the service of the
trunk-maker® and the pastry cook*. Nor shall we thisk this
strange when we consider what great and various falents® and
acquirements met in the little fraternity®. Goldsmith was the
reprosantative of poetry and I'ght literature; Reynclds, of
the arty; Burke, of political eloquence’ and political philosophy®.

There, too, were Gibbon, the greatest historian®, and Jones,
the greatest linguist', ¢f the age. Garrick brought to the
mazetings his inexhaustible pleasantry®, bis incomparatle
mimicry®, anl his consummate knowledge of stags effect.
Among the most contant attendants were two high-born and
high-bred gentlemen, closely bound tcgether by friendship, but
of widely different characters and habits,—Bennet Langton,
distinguished by his skill in Greek literaturce, by the oréhodoxy*®
of his opinions, and by the sanctity of bis life; and Topham
Beauclerk, rencwned for his'amours, his knowledge of the gay
world, his fastidicus taste!*, and his sarcastic wit’®. To pre-
dominate over such a scciety wes not easy. Yet even over
such a society Johns:n predominatel. Burke might, indeed,
have disputed the supremaey to which othess were under the
necessity of submitt'nz. But Burke, though not generally a
very patient listener, wes content to take the second part
when Johnscn was present; and the club itself, consisting of
g0 many eminent men, is to this day popularly designated as.
Johnson’s Club.
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39. Among the members of this celebrated body' was one
to whLom it has owed the greater part of its celebrity®, yet who
was regarded with little respect by his brethren, and had not
without difficulty oltained® a seat among'them. This was
James Boswell, a younz Scotch lawyer®, heir to an honorable
name and a fair estate. That he wa3 a coxrcomb® and a bore,
weak, vain, pushing, curious, garrulous®, was obvious to all
who were acquainted with him. That he could not reason,
that he had n» wit, no humor, no elcquence, is apparent from
Lis writings’. And yot his writings are read beyond tho Miss-
issippi and undier the Southern Cross, and are likely to be read
as long as the English exists, either as a livinz o: as a dead
languaze. Naiure had made him a slave and an idolater. His
mind resembled those creepers which the botanists® call para-
sites®, and which can subsist only by clinging round the stems,
and imbibing the juices, of stronger plunts. He must havo
fasten:d himself on somebody. He might, have fastened
himse!f on Wilkes, and have become the fiercest patriot in the
Bill of Riguts Society. He migat havo fastened hims:lf on
Whitefield, and have become the loudest fi:ldprzacher
amonz the Calvinistic Methodists. In a happy hour he
fastened himself on Jolinson. The p.ir might szen ill-match-
c¢d. For Johnson had early bzen prejudiced® against Boswell’s
ccuntry. To a man of Johnson’s strong understanding and
trritable tem per'?, the silly egottsm®® and adulation® of Boswell
must have bcen as teasing as the coastant buzz of a fly*.
Jolhnson hatzd to be questioned; and Boswell was etzrnally
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76 ESS\Y BY MACAULAY

catcchising® him on all kinds of subjeets, and sometimes
propcunded such questions as, “What weull ycu do, siv, if you
were locked up in a trwer with a baby?’ Johnson was a water-
drinker® and Boswell was a winebibber®, and, indeed, little
better than an habitual sot. It was impossible that there
should be perfact harmony* bstween two such companicns.
Indezd, the great man was sometimes provoked into fits of
passion, in which he said things which the small man, during
a few hours, seriously rezented. Every quarrel, however,
was soon made up. During twenty years, the disciple® con-
tinued to worship the master, the master continued to scold
the disciple, to sneei® at him, anl to love him. The two
friends crdinarily resided at a great distarice from each other.
Boswell practised in the Parliament House of Edinburgh, and
cculd pay only occasional’ visits to Tondon. During those
visits, his chief business was to watch Johnson, to discover all’
Johnson’s habits, to turn the conversation to subjects about
which Johnson was likely to say somethinz remarkable, and
to fill quario r:ote- coks with minutes of what Johnson had
sud. Tn this way were gatharel the materials out of which
was af(erwards constructzd the most interesting biographical®
work in the world,

40. Soon after the club bagan to exist, Johnson f rmed a
connection less important, indeed, to his faine, but much mors
impcrtant to his happiness, than his connection with Boswell.
Henry Thrale—one of the most opulent® brewers in the king-
dom, a man of sound and cuitivated understanding, rigid prin-
ciples, and liberal spirit--was married to one of those clever,
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78 ESSAY BY MACAULAY

kind-hearted, ergaging, vain, pert young women who are per-
petually doing or saying what is not exzetly rigat, but who, do
or say what they may, are always agreeable. In 1765 the
Thrales became acquainted® with Johnson, and the acquaint-
anea ripened’ fast into frizndship. They were astonished and
delighted by the brilliancy® of his conversabion, They were
flattered by finding that a man sowidely celebrated preferred
their hcuse to any other in London. Even the peculiarities
which seemed to unfit Lbim for civilized society—his gesticula-
tions*, his rollings®, his puffings, his mufterings®, the strange
way in which he put on his cl>thes, the ravenous eagerness’
with which he devoured his dinner, his fits of melancholy, his
fits of anger, his frequent rudeness, his occasional ferocity—
incraased the interest which his new associates took in him?
For these things were the cruel marks left behind by a life
which had been one long conflict with disease and with adver-
sity® . In a vulgar hack writer, such oddities wculd have
excited only disgust; but in a man of genius, learning, and
virtue, their effect was to add pity to admiration and esteem,
Johnson soon had an apartment at the brewery in Southwork,
and a still more pleasant apartment at the villa® of his friends
on Streatham Common. A large part of every year he passed
in those abodes,—abodes which must have seemed magnifi-
cent® and luzurious*t indeed, when compared with the densin
which he had generally been lodged. But his chief pleasures
were derived from what the asfronomer* of his Abyssinian
tale called “the endearing elegance of female friendship.” Mrs.
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80 i ESSAY BY MACAULAY

Thrale rallizd* him, soothed him, coaxed® him, and, if she
sometimes provoked® him by her jflippancy’, made ample
amends by listening to his reproofs® with angelic sweetness of
temper. When he was diseased in body and in mind, she was
the most tender of nurses. No comfort that wealth could
purchase, nocontrivance® that womanly ingenwity’, set to work
by womanly compassion, coull devise, was wanting to his sick-
room. Ie requited her kindness by affecticn pure as the
affection of a father, yet d:licately tinged with a gallantry
which, though awkward, must have bzen more flattering than
the attentions of a crowd of the fodls who gloried in the
names, now obsolete?, of buck and maccaroni®. 1t should seem
that a full half of Johnson’s life, during about sixteen years,
was passed under the roof of the Thrales. He accompanied
the family sometimes to Bath, and sometimes to Brighton,
once to Wales, and once to Paris. _ '
But he had at the same time a house in one of the narcow
and gloomy™ courts on the north of Fl:et Street. In the
garrets** was his library, a large and miscellancous'® collection
of books, falling to pieces, and begrimed with dust. One a
lower floor he sometimes, but very ravely, regaled a fri:nd
with a plain dinner,—a veal pie, or a lesg of lamb and
spinach'®, and a rice pudding. Nor was the dwelling unin-
habited during his long absences. 1t was the home of the
most extracrdinary assemblage** of inmates that ever was
brought together. At the head of the establishment Johnson
had plceed an old lady named Williams, whose chief recom-
mer.dations were her blindness and her poverty. But, inspite
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82 ESSAY BY MACAULAY

of her murmurs and reproaches, he gave an asylum® to another
lady who was as poor as herself, Mrs. D:smoulins, whosa
family he had known many years before in Staffordshire.
Rcom was found for the daughter of Mrs. Dssmoulins, and
for another destitute damsel, who was genaerally addressed a3
Miss Carmichael, but whom her generous host called Polly.
An old quack doctor named Levelt, who bled and dosed coal-
heavers and hackney-coachmen?, and received for fees crusts of
bread, bits f tacon, glasses of gin®, and sometimes a little
copper, completed this strange menageriet.” All these poor
creatures were ab constant war twith each other and with
Johnson’s negro servant Frank. Somctimes, indeed, they
transferred their Lostilities from the servant to the master,
complained that a better table was not kept for them, and
railed or maundered® till their benfactor was glad to make his
cscapo to Streatham, or to the Mitre Tavern. And yet ke
who was generally the haughtiest and most irritable of man-
kind, who was but too prompt to resent anything which
looked like a slight on the part of a purse-preud bookseller, or of
noble and powerful patron, bore patiently from mendicants®,
who but for his' bounty must have gone to the work-house,
insults more provoking than those for which he bad knocked
down Osborne and bidden defiance to Chesterfield. Year after
year Mrs, Williams and Mrs. Desmeulins, Polly and Levett,
continued to torment” him and to live upon him.

41, Tbte course of life which has been described was
interruptcd in Johnson’s sixty-fourth year by an important
event. He had early read an account of the Hebrides, and
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84 T3GAY BY MACAULAY

had besn much interested by learning that there was so nea
him a land peopled by a racz which was still as rude ant
simple as in the Middle Ages. A wish to b:com: intimat:l:
acquaintel with a state of scciety so utterly unlke all that hi
had ever seen, frequzn'ly crossed hi; mind. But it is no
probable that his curiosity* would have overcoms his habitua
cluggishness®, and his love cf the smoke, the mud, and th:
cries of London, had not Boswell importunea® him to attemp
the adventure, and offered to b> his squire. At lenzth, i1
August, 1773, Johnson crossed the Hizhlind line, and pluagec
courageously into what was then considered, by most Eaglish
men, as a dreary and perilous willerness. After wandering
zbout two months throuzh the Celtic region, ssmet mes in rudk
boxts which did no’ protect him from the rain, and sometimes
cn small shaggy* pcnies which could hardly bear his weight
he returnzd to his old haunts with a mind full of new images
znl new theories. During the folowinz year he employed
himself in rceording his adventures. About the beginning of
1775, his “Journey to the Hebrides” was published, -and was,
during some wesks; the chief subject of conversation in all
circles in which any atten ion was paid to literature. The
bsok is still read with pleasure. The narrative® is enbertain-
ing; the speculations®, whether sound or unsouni, are alway:
ingenious; and the siyle, though too siiff” and pompous, iz
somewhat easier and more graceful than that of his early
writings. His prgjudice® against the Scoteh had at lengbh be-
come little more than matter of jest®; and whatever remained
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86 ESSAY BY MACAULAY

of the old feeling had been effeciually' removed by the kind
and respectful hospitality with which he had been received
in every part of Scotland. It was, of coursz, not to be ex-
pected that an Oxonian Tory should praise the Présbyterian
polity and rttual?, or that an eye accustomed to the hedga-
rows and parks of England should not be struek by the bare-
ness of Berwickshire and East Lothian. But even censure®
Johnson’s tone is not wunfriendiy. The most enlightened
Scotchmen, with Lord Mansfield at their head, were well
pleased. But some foolish and ignorant Scotchmen were
moved to anger by a little unpalatable truth which was ming-
led with much eulogy*, and assailed® him, whom they chose to
consider as the enemy of their country, with libels much more
dishonorable to their country than anything that he had ever
said or written. They published paragraphs in the news-
papers, articles in the magazines, sixpenny pamphlets, five-
shiliing Looks. One scribbler® abued Johnson for being blear-
cyed’; another, for being a pensioner, a third informed the
world that cne of the doctor’s uncles had been convicted of
felony® in Scotland, and had found that thers was in tle
country one tree capable of supporting the weight of an En-
glishman. Macpherson, whose “Fingal” had been proved in
the “Journey” to be an impudent forgery®, threatened to take
vengeance with a cane. The only cffect of this threat was,
{hat Johnscn reiterated® the charge of forgery in the most
contemptuous' terms, and walked about, during some time,
with a cudgel'®, which, if the impostor had not been too wise
to encounter if, would assuredly have descended upon him, to
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88 ESSAY BY MACAULAY

borrow the sublims! language of his own epic poem. “like a
hammer on the red son of the furnac>.”

42. Of other assailants Johnson took no notica whatever.
He had early resolved never to be dravn into controversy; and
he adhered® to his resolution with a stcadfastness® which is the
n:ore extraordinary because he way Loth intellectually and -
mora'ly, of the stuff of which controversialists are mads. 1In
conversation he was a singu'arly eager, acute, and pertinacious*
disputant. When at a loss for gcod reasons, he hal recourss
to sophistiy®; and when heated by alfercation®, he made unsgpar-
ing use of sarcasm and fnwvective’. But when he took his pen
in his band, his whole character seemed to bz changed. A
hundred bad writers misrepresented him and reviled him; but
not one of the hundred could boast of havinz besn thought
by him worthy of a refuiation®, or even of a rolort. The
Kenricks, Campbells, MacNicols, and Hendersoas did their
best {0 annoy him, in the hope that he would give them
importance by answering them. . But the reader will in vain
search his works for any ailusion to I€enrick or Campbell, to
MaceNicol or Henderzon. One Scotchman, bent on vindicating
the faine of Sectch learning, defi:d him to the combat in a

detestable® Latin hexameter®:—
¢ Maxime, si tu vis, cup’o contendere tecum.

But Johnson took no nhtice of the challenge. He had learn-
ed, both from his own obkservaticn and frcm literary bistory,
in which he was deeply read, that the place of books in the
public estimation is fxed, not by what is written about them,
but by what is written in them; and that an author whose
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90 ES3AY BY MACAULAY

works are likely to live is very unwiss if he sfoopst to wrangle?
with detractors® whose works are certain to dic. Hs always
maintained that fame was a shuftlecock®, which could be kept
up only by being beaten back as well as beaten forward, and
which would soon fall if thers were only one baitledore®. No
saying was oftener in his mouth than that fine apothegm® of
Bentley, that no man was ever written down but, by himself.

43. Unhappily, a few months after tlie appearance of
the “Journey to the Hebrides,”” Johnson did what none of his
envious’ assailants could have done, and to a certain extent
succeeded in writing himself down. The disputes between
England and her American colonies had reached a point at
which no amicable® adjustment® was possible. Civil war was
evidently impending; and the ministers seem to have thought
that the eloquence of Johnson might with advantage bs em-
ployed to ¢nflaine’® the nation against the opposition here, and
against the rebels beyond the Atlantic. He had already writ-
ten two or three tracts in defence of the foreign and demestic
policy of the government; and those tracts, though hardly
worthy of him, were ml.;ph superior to the crowd of pamphlets
which lay on the counters of Almon and Stockdale. But his
“Taxation no Tyranny” was a pitiable failure. The very title
was a ¢illy phrase, which can have been recommended to his
choice by nothing but a jingling alliteration which he ought to
have despised. The arguments weve such as b}oys use in de-
bating societies. 'The pleasantry was as awkward as the
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92 ESSAY BY MACAULAY

gambols of a kippopotamus’. Iven Bcswell was forced to own
that in this unfortunate piccz he could detect no trace of his
master’s powers. The general opinicn was, that the strong
faculties which had producad the Dictionary and ‘“The
Ramble:” were bazinninz to feal the ceffect of time and of
disease, and that the old man would b2st consult his credit by
writing no more.

44, But this was a great mistake, Johnson had failed,
nct because his mind was less vigorous than wlen he wrote
“Rasselas” in the evanings of- a week, but because he had
foolishly chcsan, of suffered others to choose for him, a sub-
ject such as he would at no time have been competent? to treat.
He was in no sense a statesman®. He never willingly read, or
theught, or talked about, affairs of state. He loved biogra-
phy, literary history, the history of manne:s; Lut political
history was positively* distasteful® to him. The question at
issue between the colonics and the mcther country was a
question about which he had really nothing tosay. Hefailed,
therefore, as the greatest men must fail when they attempt
to do that for which they are unfit; as Burke would have
failed if Burke had tried to write comedies® like those
of Sheridan; as Reynolds would have faled if Reynolds
fad triel to paint Jlandscapes like these of Wilson.
Haprily, Johnson scon had an oppcrtunity of provinz mosé
signally {Lat his {ailure was not to bz ascribed to intelleciual
d.cay.

45. Cn Eastern Eve?, 1777, some persons, deputed Ly a
meeting which consisted «f forty of the first bookssl'ers in
Londcn, c lled upon him. Though lLe had soms scruplas
ab ut dcing business at that seascn, Le ree.ived Lis visitcrs
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94 ESSAY BY MACAULAY

with much civility®, They came to inform him that a new
edition of the English poets, from Cowlsy downwards, was in
contemplation?, and to ask him to furnish shoré biographical
prefaces®. He realily underiook the task, a task for which he
was préeminently qualified. His knowladge of the literary
history of England since the Restoration was unrivalled*. That
knowledze he had derived partly from books, and partly
from sources which had long bsen clossd,—from old Grub
Street traditions; from the talk of forgotten poetasters® and
pamphleteers® who had long been lying in parish vaults; from
the recollections of such men as Gilbert Walmesley, who had
conversed with the -wits of Buiton; Clbbar, who bad
matilated” ths plays of two generations of dramatists;
Orrery, who had been admitted to the sooizty of Swift;
and Savage, who had rendered services of no very honor-
able kind to Pope. The biographer, therefore, sat down to
h's task with a mind full of matter. He had at first intended
to give only a paragraph to every mnor pozt, and only four
or five pages to the greatest name. But the flood of anecdote®
and criticism® overflowed the narrow channel. The work, which
was originally meant to consist only of a few sheets, swe!lad
into ten volumes,~—~small volumes, it i3 true, and not closely
printed. The first four appeared in 1779, the remaining six
in 1781,

46. The “Lives of the Poets” are, on the whale, the b:st
of Johnsons works. The narratives are as entertaining as any
novel. The remarks on life and on Auinan nature*® are eminent-,

ly shrewd and profound. The criticisms are often excellant,
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.and, even when grossly and provokingly® unjust, well deserve
to be studizd ; for, howevar erroncous® they may be, they are
never silly®. They are the judgments of a mind frammeled*
by prejudice and deficient in sensibility, but vigorous and
acute. They therefore generally contain a portion of valu-
»able truth which -deserves to be separated from the alloy®,
and at the very worst they mean somszthing, —a praise to
which muech of what is called criticism in our time has no
pratensiont. '

47. Savage’s “ Life ” Johnson reprinted nearly a3 it had
appeared in 1744. Whoever, aftar reading that life, will turn
{0 the other lives, will be struck by the difference of style.
Since Johnson had been at ease in his c¢rcumstances, he ha i
written littls an1 had ta'ked much. When, thersfore, after
the lapse of years, he resumed® bis pan, the mannerism® which
he had econtracted whil> he was in the consiant habit of
elaboratz composition was less percep!ible® than formerly ; and
his dieti.n frequently had a colloguial ease® which it had
formerly wanted. The improvément may be discarnsd by a
skiiful crivic in the “Journey to the Hebrides ”’ and in the
“ Lives of the Poeti” is so obvious that it cannot escape the
notice of the most carclzss reader. ’

48, Among the lives the bast are, perlia.ps, those of
Cowley, Dryden, an1 Pope, The very worst is, beyond all
.doubt, that of Gray.

49: 'This great work at once became popular. Tliere was,
indeed, much just an1 much unjust censure; but even those
who wer: loudest in blame were attracted by the book in spite
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of themselves. Malone computed the gains of the publishers
as five or six thousand pounds. But the writer was very poor-
ly remunerated’. Intending at first to write very short prefaces,
he had stipulated for only two hundred guineas. The book-.
sellers, when they saw how far his performancs had surpassed
his promise, added only another hundrsd. Indeed, Johnson,
though he did not despis>; or affect to despise, money, and
though his strong sense and lcnz experiencs cught to have.
qualified him to portect his own interests, sesms to have been
singularly unskiiful and unlucky in his literary bargains. He
was generally reputed the first English writer of his time, yet
several writers of his time, sold their copyrights for sums such
as he never ventured to ask. To give a singls instanca, Robart-
son received four thousand five hundred pounds for the
“History of Chaveles V.;” and it is no disrespect to the memory
of Robertson to say that the “ History of Charles V.” is both
a less valuable and a less amusing book than the *“Lives of
the Poets.”

50. Johnson was now in his seventy-second year. The
tnfirmities® of age were coming fast upon him. That inevitable
cvent of which he never thought without horror was brought
near to him, and his whole life was darkened by the shadow of
death®. He had often to pay the cruel price of longevity*.
Every year he lost what could never bereplaced. The strange
dependents to whom he had given shelter, and to whom, in
spite of their faults, he was strongly -attached by habit, drop-
ped off one by one; and in {he silence of his home he regretted
even the noise of their scolding-matches. The kind and gener«

L 28 2. 515 8 T# 5 4 EREMZHLEE.
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ous Thrale was no more, and it would have bzen well if his wife
had been laid beside him. But she survived to bz the laughing-
stock of thos: who had envied her, and to draw, from the eyes
of the old man who had loved her bzayond anything in the world,
tears far more bitter than he would have shed over her grave,
With some estimable and many agreeable qualitie:, she was
not made to bz independent. The control of a mind more
steadfast than her own was nscessary to her respe(,t.mbxhby
While she was restrained by her husband,—a man of sense and
firmness, indulgent to her taste in trifles, but always the
undisputed master of his houss,—her worst offences had bean
impertinent jokes®, white lies®, and short fits of pettishness* end-
ing in sunny gobd-humor. But he was gone; and sha was left
an opulent® widow of forty, with strong seunsibility, wolatile
fancy®, and slender judgment. She soon fell in love with a
music-master from Brescia, in whom nobody but Lerself could
discover ‘a'nything to admire’. Her pride, and perhaps some
better feelings, struggled hard agdinst this degrading passior
but the struggle irritated her nerves, soured her temper, and
at length endangered her health. Conscious that her choice
was one which Johnson could not approve, she became desirous
to escape from his inspection. Her manner towards him
changed. She was sometimss cold and sometimes pefulant®.
She did not conceal her joy when he left Streatham ; she never
pressed him to return; and if he came unbidden, she received
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him in a manner which convinced him that he was no longer
a welcome guest. He took the very intelligibls hints which:
she gave. He read, for the last time, a chapter of the Grezk
Testament in the library which had bzen formed by himself.
In a solemn and tender prayer, he commended the house and
its inmates to the Divine protection, and, with emolions* which
choked? his voice and convulsed® his powerful frame, left forever
that bzloved home for the gloomy and desolate house bzhind
T'leet Street, where the few and evil days which still remained
to him were to run out. Here, in June, 1783, he had a para-
lytic* strcke, from which, however, he recovered, and which
does not appear to have at all impaired his intellectual
faculties. But other maludies® came thick upon him. His
asthma tormented® him day and night. Dropsical symploms®
made their appearance. While sinking under a complication
of diseases, he heard that the woman whoss friendship had
been the chief happiness of sixteen years of his life had mar-
ried an Italian fiddler?, that all London was crying shame upon.
her, and that the newspapers and magazines were filled with.
allusions to the Iiphesian malron® and the two pictures in
“ Hamlet.,” He vehemently' said that he would try to forget
her existenca. He never w/iered'* her name. Ivery memorial
of her which met his eye he flung into the fire'*. She, meanwhile,
fled from the laughter and hisses of her countrymen and
countrywomen to a land where she was unknown, hastenad
acrcss Mont Cenis, and learned, while passing a merry Christ-
mas of concerts?® and lemonade* parties at Milan, that the
great man with whose name hers is inseparably*® associated
had ceased to exist.
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51. He had, in sp’te of much mental and much bodily
efiliction?, clung vehemently to life. The feeling described in
that fine bub gloomy paper which closes the series of his
“Idlers’ seemed to grow stronger in him as his last hour drew
ncar. He fancied that he should bz abls to draw his breath
more eaﬁily in a southern climate?, and would probably have set
out for Rome and Naples, but for his fear of the expenss of
the journey. That expers: indeed, he had tle means of
defraying®; for he had laid up about two thousand pounds,
the fruit of laborz wkich had mado the fortune of several
publishers. But he was unwilling to break in upon this hoard,
and he seems to have wished even to kesp its existence a
secrat. Some of his friends hopzd that the government might
be induced to increass his pension to six hundred pounds a
yeari but this hope was disappointed, and he resolved to
stand one English winter more. That winter was his last,
His legs grew weaker; his breath graw shorter; the fatal water
gathered fast, in spite of incisiens which he—courageous.
against pain, but timid against death-—urged his surgeons to
make deeper and deeper. Though the tender care which had
mitigated his suffering during months of sickness at Streatham
was withdrawn, he was not left desolate. The abdlest physicians®
and surgeons attended him, and refused to accept fees from
him. Burke parted from him with deep emotion. Windham
sat much in the sick-room, arranged the pillows®, and sant
his own servant to watch at night by the bed. TFrancas.
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Burney, whom the cld man had cherished with fatherly.
kindness, stood weeping® at the door; while Lancrbon whose
piety eminently qualified him to be an adviscr® and comforier®
at such a time, received the last pressure of his frisnd’s hand
within. When at length the moment, dreaded through so
many years, came close, the dark cloud passed away from
Johnson’s mind. Iis temper became unusually* pationt and
gentls ; he ceased to think with terror of death® and of that
whieh lics bzyond death; and he spoke much of the mercy of
God and of the propitiation of Christ. In this screne® frame
of mind he died, cn the 13th of December, 1784, He was laid
a week later in Westminster Abbsy, among the emnent men
¢f Whom he had been the historian,—Cowley and Denham,
Dryden and Congreve, Gay, Prior, and Addison.

52. Since his death, the popularity of his works — the
“Lives of the Posts” and perhaps ‘““Ths Vanity of Human
Wishes” excepted — has greatly diminished. His Dictionary
has been altered by editors till it can scarcely be called -his.
An allusicn to his “Rambler” or his ““Idler” is not readily
apprehendel in literary circles. The fame even of ‘‘Rasselas”
has grown somewhat dim. But, though the calebrity of the
writings may have declined, the celebrity of the writer,
strange to say, is as great as ever. Boswell’s book has done
for him more than the bzst of his own books could do. The
memnory of other authors is kept alive by their works, but
the memory of Johnson k‘eeps many of his works alive. The
old philosopher i3 still among us in the brown coat with the’
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metal buttons, and the shirt which ought to be at wash,
blinking, puffing, roliing his head, drumming with his fingers,
tearing* his meat like a tiger, and swallowing bis tea in
oceans. No human being who has been more than seventy
years in the grave is so well known to us. And it is but
just to say that our intimate acquainiance®. with what he
would himself have called the anfractuosities® of his intellect
and of his temper servies only to strengthen.our conviction
that he was both a great and a good man.
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