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Caxton Showing the First Specimen of His Printing to King Edward IV at the Almonry, 
Westminster (1851) by Daniel Maclise. Public Domain, via Wikimedia Commons

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Caxton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_IV_of_England


Budapest Open Access declaration

“Removing access barriers to this literature will 
accelerate research, enrich education, share 
the learning of the rich with the poor and the 
poor with the rich, make this literature as 
useful as it can be, and lay the foundation for 
uniting humanity in a common intellectual 
conversation and quest for knowledge.”
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http://www.budapestopenaccessinitiative.org/read (2002)

http://www.budapestopenaccessinitiative.org/read


(screenshot of copyright material removed: article is at 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2013/04/16/is-the-
best-evidence-for-austerity-based-on-an-excel-spreadsheet-
error/?utm_term=.502e9b75230d )

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2013/04/16/is-the-best-evidence-for-austerity-based-on-an-excel-spreadsheet-error/?utm_term=.502e9b75230d


ReplicationWiki
(Screenshot of copyrighted material removed)

http://replication.uni-goettingen.de/

http://replication.uni-goettingen.de/


Open Science

Lab notes for ideas, protocols & data

Grant proposals

Reviews of grant proposals

Reviews of papers

Technical reports

Data

Review articles

Code

Protocols

Bibliographies

Data visualizations

Conference abstracts

Posters

Talks

Papers

Lists of publications

CVs

Newsletters

Journal club notes
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Based on a list by Daniel Mietchen



Cape Town Open Education 
Declaration

“These open educational resources should be freely 
shared through open licences which facilitate use, 
revision, translation, improvement and sharing by 
anyone.

Resources should be published in formats that 
facilitate both use and editing[.]”
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http://www.capetowndeclaration.org/read-the-declaration (2007)

http://www.capetowndeclaration.org/read-the-declaration


Histropedia Query Viewer

https://tinyurl.com/hkqgvqf

https://tinyurl.com/hkqgvqf


Avoidable loss of educational 
content



Open Data
“For science to effectively function, and for society to reap the full 
benefits from scientific endeavours, it is crucial that science data be 
made open. […] To this end data related to published science should be 
explicitly placed in the public domain.”

https://pantonprinciples.org/

https://pantonprinciples.org/


http://tinyurl.com/yanlzmle

http://tinyurl.com/yanlzmle


Open Citations

“The citation graph is one of humankind’s most important 
intellectual achievements”

– Dario Taraborelli, Wikimedia Foundation



Scholia

https://tools.wmflabs.org/scholia/

https://tools.wmflabs.org/scholia/


Open Culture

“The internet [allows] users not only to enjoy the 
riches of the world’s memory institutions, but also 
to contribute, participate and share.”

- Open GLAM Principles

14

http://openglam.org/principles/

http://openglam.org/principles/
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Jean Bourdichon, The 
Martyrdom of St. 
Ursula
via the Reddit forum
“Tripping Through 
Time”

http://punditfromanotherplanet.com/2014/11/22/jean-bourdichon-martyrdom-of-st-ursula/
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Image restoration
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Image from Brady National Photographic Art Gallery restored by Wikimedia  Commons user Adam Cuerden



Astrolabe data sharing



Library and museum data sharing



Journal-to-Wiki publication
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http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2016/05/people-love-wikipedia/482268/

(screenshot of copyrighted material removed)

http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2016/05/people-love-wikipedia/482268/


Academic attitudes
"The key challenge for the scholarly community [...] is to 
work actively with Wikipedia to strengthen its role in 
'pre-research.' We need to build stronger links from its 
entries to more advanced resources that have been 
created and maintained by the academy."

—Casper Grathwohl, Oxford University Press, The 
Chronicle of Higher Education, 7 January 2011 
"Wikipedia Comes of Age"
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http://chronicle.com/article/article-content/125899/


Academic attitudes
“If you're serious about ensuring public 
engagement in your research then you 
need to make damn sure your work can 
be incorporated into Wikipedia. 
Wikipedia is the most important 
engagement channel for your research.”
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Cameron Neylon, Public 
Library of Science
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cameroon_Press_Photo_Archive
Text CC-BY-SA, photo by Solomon Kekeisen Nsah CC-BY

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cameroon_Press_Photo_Archive
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What is Wikimedia?
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“Imagine a world in which

every single human being

can freely share in the

sum of all knowledge.

That's our commitment.”



The Wikimedia projects
Multilingual (in more than 280 languages)

Free (as in free speech)

Created by volunteer labour

Run by the Wikimedia Foundation, a US charity

Supported in the UK by Wikimedia UK, a charity

No ads, no commercial influences, no government targets
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Wikidata logo © the Wikimedia Foundation
Wikidata phase 1 interwiki links by Pyfisch on Wikimedia Commons, CC-By-SA
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Some types in Wikidata

1,119,455 organizations
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4,378,742 human beings 540,718 items in collections 
(usually in GLAMs)

7,275,860 items with co-
ordinate locations

Photo credit: 
Patrick Gruban
on Flickr

Photo credit: 
Eric Gaba
(User:Sting)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/19473388@N00
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Sting


Some types in Wikidata

2,509,963 biological taxa
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717,969 genes

643,206 proteins18,771,018 journal articles

Image 
credit: 
Thomas 
Shafee

Image 
credit: 
Astrojan

Photo 
credit: 
Phredd
ieH3

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Evolution_and_evolvability
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Astrojan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:PhreddieH3


Wikidata items in central Oxford
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https://tools.wmflabs.org/wikishootme/

https://tools.wmflabs.org/wikishootme/


https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikidata_Map_November_2017_Normal.png
Credit: User:Addshore

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikidata_Map_November_2017_Normal.png




Summary
The promised benefits of the open access/ open education/ 
open data/ open culture movements are materialising.

There are unforeseen consequences but they tend to be 
unforeseen benefits.

Knowledge philanthropists want to access and remix your 
stuff. Let them!

The platforms already exist to share, combine and track 
images, text and data, including geographical, biographical, 
bibliographic, taxonomic etc. data.

Me: @mlpoulter martin.poulter@bodleian.ox.ac.uk


