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From Toyoda to Nomura
27 September 1941
No. 605

(1) Europe has fallen into utter chaos, and the war has
spread to the Atlantic, involving almost all the powers of the
world. Fortunately, rowever, war has not yst rearched the
Pacific, and the key to war Oor peacs s left in the hanis of
Japan and the United States. IT hcatilities should be opened
between these two countries and the Pacific thrown in:o disorder,
the civilization of the world would be destroyed and the most

disastrous situation imaginable would result.

Recently, various incidents have sccurred in rapid suc-
cession between Japan and the United States, and the rriendly
relatisns between the two countries have tended to be disturbed

thereby.

To ad just Japanese-American relations now and to tmprove
the friendship between the two countries will redound, not only
t» the benefit of Japan and the United States, but also to the
cause of world peace. The Japanese Government seeks such ad-
justment, not only for the sake of the improvemant of
Jaranero-American relations, but 2lao for the rurpose of 1
ti.-ine the ganeral peacze of the world,

(2) Por the past two months, since assuming the present
post, I have made strenuous efforts to obtain an amicable
gsettlement of . Japanese-American relations, and it 1s also
for the same purpose that Premier Konoe himselfl came forward
and determihed that he would meet the American President.

(3) Japan being bound by alliance with Germany and ltaly,
the meeting of the responsible head of this Government with
the President of the United States is itself likely to gilve
rise to misunderstanding with respect to Japan's relations with
those two countries. Moreover, when seen from the domestic
point of view, it is an event unprecedented in our histsry
that the Premier in person should cross the border on a dip-
lomatic mission. This fact alone is sufficient to prove what
202l the Japanese Government entertains for the adjustment of
relations between Japan and the United States and for the maine
tenance »f the peace of the Pacifie, and ultimatsely for the pro-

motion of the peace of the world.

(;) It is the most deplorable misunderstanding to profess
that the present offer of Japan is not because of her desire to
maintain peace but because of the fact that she has yilelded to
the enercion of the United States. Eager as the Japanese people
are for peace, they will not bow to the pressure of any other
country, nor do they cling to neace at any cost, It 1s a
characteristic trait peculiar to this pesple to repel, rather
than to submit to, external pressure. I repeat this point here
in narticular consideration of the tone of the American newe-
papers (although it is true that they have been considerably
softened nowadays).

| (5) The relations between Japan and the United Statss are
so complicated and varied that they are not capable »f being

ad justed in a brief space of time, and it may probably be 1im-
possible once and for all to solve all the difficult questions
attending them with the projeeted meeting of the responsible
heads of both Governments. Nevertheless, this meeting 1s bound
to have a vast political significance. Moresver, those questions

which have not been settled by telegravhic communication (assumirng
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that there still remain such questions) that have been “he ;ub-
jects of our necotlations will be readily solved at the mee ing.
It is necdlass to say that the me qtrn will be an epoch m making

turn for the better In Japanese-Ar Lcﬁw rciactionsg in this Way,
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