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I have known Mr., Memoru Shigemitsu since 1928, first in
Peiping, China, afterward in Tokyo when he was vice-minister
of Foreign Affairs and in Shanghai when he was Minister to
China: and lster still when he was Ambassador to Russia (in
1936-7) and I last saw him after the war broke out in London,
where he was ambassador to Grest Britain.

During this period I had frequent talks with Mr. Shige-
mitsu in my work am foreign correspondent for U.S. newspapers
and magazines., He was very frank with me, and admitted on
several occasions that he was much disturbed by the rise of
the military party in Japan, and that his own position was made
extremely difficult, as he was suspect among the militarists
for his known friendliness toward the United States and Britain,
and for his certainty that all-out war would prove disastrous
to Japan, I recall that he was particularly distressed when
the antieComintern pact was announced in I936; I talked with
him in Moscow immediately afterward, and he hearti¥¥y agreed
with me that this agreement, by putting Japen in the same camp
with Nezl Germany, worsened relations with the United States.

He explained that he had to move with great care to avoid being
removed from a position where his influence would be of any value.

when I talked with him in London during the so-called
"phoney war" of I939-40, before the western blitzkrieg, he
told me that the agreement with Germany had not yet developed
into an outright military alliance, and that he was doing what
he could to prevent that. However, German successes encoursged
the Japanese militarists and they overwhelmed such opposition
as Nr, Shigemitsu's a few months leter in September, I940,

In my talks with Mr. Shigemitsu in Moscow, he Trequently
stressed his hope that war between Japan and Russia could be
avoided, He had a better estimate of Russia's militery strength
at that time than same American and British observers. No
othey Japanesé with whom I came in contact during the critical
years from I931 to 1941 showed in private conversations such
an accurate appreciation as did Mr. Shigemitsu of the potential
strength of the various powers, and of the extreme dangers into
which the Japanese militarists were leading the country. Fe
had the reputation among all the American and British journalists
who knew.him well of being opposed to all-out war with China,
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Statement of Demaree Bess, continued

Russia, or the western powers. To those of us who lived in
Japan during the rise of the military party, it was obvious
that he had only two alternatives: to move with great caution,
and thereby retain his position; or to resign., If he had
resigned, he would have abandoned any chance of exercising

a moderating influence., From specific remarks which he made
to me, I am satisfied that no Japanese is less surprised today
by what has happened to his country.

(Signed)
Demaree Bess
Associate Editor
The Saturday Evening Post

I, Demaree Bess, a native-born American citizen, having been
'irst duly sworn, make oath and say that the above statement

s a true statement given by me for use in evidence in the
rial of major war criminals before the International Military
ibunal of the Far East now sitting in Tokyo, Japan, and that
his statement is in all respects true to the best of my
nowledge and belief,

Demaree Bess

seribed and sworn to before
hiszigyh day of May, 1947, in Paris, France,
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Peris, Francte, May 13. 1047.

I have known Mr. Mamoru Shigemitsu since 19! &, first
in Feiping, China, afterward in Tokyc when he wuas vice-
minister of Foreign Affairs and in Shanghai when he was
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Minister to China: and later still wher he was Ambassador
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to Pussia (In 1936-7) and I last saw him after the war

i} broke out in Icndon, where he was ambassador to Great

Rritain.

- -u.'-.? - - .

3 During this p-»iod I had frequent talks with Mr.
Shigemitsuv in my work as foreign correspondent for the U.S. J
newspapers and magazines. He was very frank with me and
admitted on several occasions that he was much disturbed
by the rise of the military party in Japan, and that his
own position was made extremely difficult, as he was
suspect among the militarists for his lmown friendliness ﬁ
) toward the Tnited States and Britain, and for his cerdainty

that all-out war would prove disastrous to Japan. T

recall that he was particularly distressed when the anti- ;

Comintern pact was announced in 1936; I talked with him
_ .
In Moscow immediately afterward, and he heagtily agreed

with me that this agreement, by putting Japan in the same
'} camp with Nazl Germany, worsened relations with the United |
States. He explained that he had to move with great care
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to avoid being removed from a position where his influence
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When I talked with him in Tondon during the so-called
"phoney war! af 1939-40, befor> the western bli.:krieg, he
teld me that the agreement with Germeny had meo+ vet deve-
loped intes an sutright military alliance, amd that he was
doing what he could te prevent that. Hewever, German
successes enceureged the Japanese uilitariets and they
everwhelmed s cr ppasitiem as Mr. Shigemitsu's a few
months later 1in seputewmver, 1940,

In my tall:~ vJtk ¥r. Shigemitsu in Woscow, he
frequently stressed his hopé that war between Japan and
Pussia ceuld be avoided. He had a better estimate of
Pussiafs military strength at that .ime then some imerican
and British observers. No other Jaranese with whor T came
in contact during the critical years from 1931 to 1941
showed in privaete conversastions such an accurate aprrecla-
tign as did ¥r. Shigemitsu of the potential strength of
the various powers, and of the extreme dangers into
which the Japanese militarists were leading the country.
He had the reputation among all the American and British
Journalists who knew hig well eof being oprosed to all-
out war with Chins, Tm.;.sia,, or the western powers. To
those of'us who lived in Japan duvring the rise of the
military party, it was obvious that he had only two alter-
natives: to move with great caution, and thereby retain

his paaition: or to resign. If he had resigned, he would
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have abandoned any chance of 2xercising a moderating
influence. From specific remaiks which he mage ivo me, T
am satisfied that no Japanese 1s less surprised today

by what has happened to his country.

(Signed)
Cemaree Bess
Associate wditor
The Saturday Pvening Post

I, Demares Iess, a native-born American citizen, having
been first duly . oon, make oath and 8ay that the abhove

statement is a true statement glven by me for use in
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evidence in the trial of major war criminals before the
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International Military Tribunal &f the Far vast now sitting

in Tokyo, Jaran, and that this statement 1s iIn all respects
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true to the best of my knowledge and belief. i
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(Signed) Demaree Bess

e i

Subseribed and sworn to before
me this 12th day of May, 1947, in Paris, Prance.

(Signed) Melville ®. Ossorne
“'___—_—_.-___
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Melville ™. 0Ossorne
Vice~Consul of the ™hited States of
America
At Paris, France




