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! 2 ATR FORCE f -
@ TORPEDO SQUADRON TWELVE (@
CONFIDENTIAL 2 s
6 June 1945
MEMORANDUM TO THE COMMANDER, ATR GROUP TWELVE,
Subje ct: Okinawa Support Missions - Comments on, |
= During the period from 14 April 1945 to 20 May 1945,

‘this squadron participated in twenty-two missions in support of
our troops on Okinawa in addition to making strikes on other
nearby igslands and the Japanese mainland as long range supporve
Prior to this period this squadron’had received only limited
training in ¢lose support missions, having received very little
training in California'and having participated in only five
missions over Iwo Jima, It is believed that more intensive train-
ing on the West Coast‘in support missions, especially in picking
out pinepoint targets, woéuld have increascd the effectivencss’of
our strikes congiderably. Recgardless of the limited training,
no great difficulties ware encountered, and most strikes were
reasonably succesgsful,

2e In view of improving future operations of this
nature, the following suggestions and recommendations arc nade:e

(a) Grid area charts should be ac¢companied by
photographs of the same area. If possible it wald
be very helpful to superimpose the grid area
over the photograph. This squadron feels that tho
charts used during the Iwo Jima ihvasion were
superior to those used at Okinawa,

(b) The Air-Coordinators job should be a permanent job
held by an aviator thoroughly familiar with the
terrain and the front lines. 1t is felt that strike
leaders are not fully qualified for tho obvious
reason that they are not able to obtain all of tho
necessary information concerning targets. Things
just don't look the same from the air as thoy do
from the ground. The Air Coordinator should be able
to make trips to the front lincs and discuss pros-
pective targets with CASCU and ground officers.
There is nothing nore discouraging to the strike
leader than to place a bomb on what he thinks’1s
the target, and when he asks for verification, to
be told by CASCU or the Air Coordinator that they
don't know, but that it is in that arca.

(¢) The use of various colored burst at different times
of the day for target designation is recormended,
Toward the latter part of the Okinawa operation,
the enemy "caught on" to our use of white phosphorous
shells and littered the entire country sidc with
thenn, resulting in confusion to the pilots and cne-
dangering our own troop8e.
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e Becaus of its borb carrying capabilities, this
squadron feels that the TBM far surpasses all other planecs
for support nissions, In general, it 1s believed that four
500 1b, bombs is the best loasding. Considerablc use Wwas nade
5f the L-5 sec, delay fuse with very’good results. It enabled
pilots to go very low in their dives, thus giving thenm a bettcer
view of the target. They were especially helpful on the nany
days when the ceiling was down TO around 1500 or 2000 fcete.
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OPNAV-16-223
Form ‘CA-] -
Sheet l._q‘fz__ﬁ b

. GENERAL

(a) Unit Reporting

(d) Take off: Date _Li ,f,-pﬁ 1 1845

3‘ "i’

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

(b) Based on or at

.-

!'fl i

Time (LZT)_08522(1}

g §:

(Zone); Lat.. 25 381

(¢) Report No..

(Reclassify when

fill t)
iled qy o~

Long.

(e) Mission (f) Time of Return U940 L1
II. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT. i h
NUMBER
TYPE SQUADRON BOMBS AND TORPEDOES
(a) (b) (c) (d) (&) (f) (g)
T 3 7 - ez L X 5{}'} 0D 10 seoesnd ﬂ"@l&f
111 OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION. B T ) )
TYPE SQUADRON | NUMBER BASE TYPE SQUADRON | NUMBER BASE N
& 038 RANDOT I _
V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only). _
TE:F:E NO NO ENGAGING | TIME LOCATION OF BOMBS, TORPEDOES CARRIED: CAMOUFLAGE AND
| OBSERVED | "OWN A/C | ENCOUNTERED ENCOUNTER GUNS OBSERVED MARK ING
ONo (ZONE)
LA N W (ZONE) - -
(ZONE)

e

(h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s) )

Did Any Part of
Encoun’rer( Occur in Clouds?

Time of Day and Brilliance

~ (BASE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)

(i) |f so, Describe Clouds -

(YES OR NO)

(k) Visibility-— e

(j) of Sun or Moon " _ i 2
(NIGHT, BRIGHT MOON: DAY, OVERCAST; ETC.) (MILES)
k- V ENEMY AIj(_:BgA_EI_DESIROYED OR DAMAGED IN AlR ( By Own A|rcraft LlstedJ!p I Only)_ | & L om0
(a) (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: (c) (d)
TYPE - -  —— — - DAMAGE
ENEMY A/C TYPE A/C | SQUADRON PILOT OR GUNNER GUNS USED WHERE HIT, ANGLE - CLAIMED
-
e - B . NPT N

e e el A i : -

ALLSET — MFD. BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED




oAy yor2t3s AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT .

Sheet foi SR | filled out)

v *
CONFITE™PIA,

REPORT No. _ 7
VI. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in Il only).

olige) (b) (c) (d) (e)
. TYPEOWNA/C | SQUADRON |  Type GUN, OR OPERATIONAL CAUSE seil Sealing Sonia. aiemant ol (Give Burua, sarial nuimiaer of hanes desirayed)
: _
» 3 3
» . <.
4
5
6
7
. 8 < 3
: i
10 )
11
12
13
14
VII. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in Il only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).
(a) (b) (c) . (d (e)
NO. | SQUADRON NAME, RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS

VIII. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g) TOTAL AMMUNIT!
TYPE MILES MILES AV  HOURS AV. FUEL AV. FUEL " : s I i NO o}(:h[):JLANrg
A/C OUT RETURN IN AIR LOADED CONSUMED 30 50 20MM MM RETURNING

T —— . S—— il —

ThHE=] | 106 | 120 & 33 250 - - gy 7

]

IX. ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line).
| CALIBER . NONE MEAGER MODERATE | INTENSE
HEAVY — Time-fused shells, 75mm and over
MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50nim
LIGHT — Machine gun bullets, 6 5mm-13 2mm

e

e

-

X. COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).

SPEED, CLIMB,
at various altitudes

Ho opportunity for oompariscon
TURNS . -
DIVES
CEILINGS
'RANGE
PROTECTION
ARMAMENT

ALLSET — MFD. BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED




A AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT CREETL

Shest 3.-2\‘5. i filled out)

OONTTIENTTA
(OMIT THIS SHEET IF NO ATTACK WAS MADE) WS SRS MmNl & S

XI. ATTACK ON ENEMY SHIPS OR GROUND OBJECTIVES (By Own Aircraft Listed in 1l Only).

REPORT No._ __7“ -

(a) Target(s) and Location(s)APG1110¥Y POSRLICIGN ON LIZIiNRAWEA (b) Time Over Target(s) __ 08  (Zone)
.T* (FOR SHIPS IN UDE ALL IN AREA UNDER ATTACK)
g\
(c) Clouds Over Target Hong ; oy
. (BASE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)
(d) VfSIbIIITy of Target_glﬂﬂr__ﬂh A (e) Visbility_ X8 .
(CLEAR, HAZY, FARTIA Y OBSCURED BY CLOUDS., ETC.) (MILES)
(f) Bombing Tactics: Type Glide . Bomb Sight Used __ Mamel VITT
(LEVEL, GLIDE OR DIVE) (TYPE)
Bombs Dropped per Run - & e NN KO = Altitude of BombRelease . 2000
' (NUMBER) (FEET) (FEET)
(g) Number of Enemy Aircraft Hit on Ground: Destroyed  ilmmg - Probably Destroyed _ Iaeg  Damaged Heamg
(i) : A ey 15 i (m) * T’E;'“"“" ¥
(h) DIMENSIONS. OR UL NO.A/C ATTACKING BOMBS AND AMMUNITION NO. HITSOn | DAMAGE (None slisht
AIMING POINT TONNAGE (k) SQUADRON EXPENDED. EACH AIMING POINT | Aiming Point | serious, dtsrrﬁgdﬁiL% ink)
1 |
mdod oren _ 7
. ity v i 4 5 9 ? P-Iz Sy

3

4

»)

6

7

8

(0) RESULTS: (For all hits ciaimed on ship targets and for land targets of special interest draw diagram, top or side view or both, as appropriate, showing type and location
of hits. For all targets give location and effect of hits, and identify by numbers above. Use additional sheets if necessary).

Target coordinator mpn“'%ed that four boubs fell dlrectly on the
eameal@ﬁ gun pogition and that 23 fell in L@ 1%’ ediate area, 3Inoce theo
position was woll sorcened by trecs and foliage 1t was impossible To
evaluate the amount of damage done,

- (p) Were Photographs Taken? | Photographs of Damage, WhenTaken, Should Be Attached By Staple.
g —HO .

B g by Gt ALLSET — MFD. BY THE EGAY REGISTER CO., PATENTED




OPNAV-16-223
Form ACA-1°
Sheet 4. of 5
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.| e

XIl. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA.

ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY |

OWN AIRCRAFT

Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception

Angles of Attack and
Their Effectiveness

Distance of Opening Fire

Defense Tactics and
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

Method of Locating, Distance

Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds :

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attick
Distance of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND .
RECOMMENDATIONS
Own Weaknesses
Enemy Weaknesses
Offensive Tactics, Own

. Enemy
Defensive Tactics, Own
i ¥ : Enﬁ'm\’

Flexible Gunnery, Own
Escort Tactics

Fighter Direction
Use of Radar

Night Fighting
Recognition, Aircraft

S - =

ATTACK

OWN TACTICS
Method of Locating Target
Approach to Target
Altitudes, Speeds

Approach

Dive

Pull-Qut
Dive Angle
Strafing
Retirement
Defensive Tactics
Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY
Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Searchlights
Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
Selection of Targets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics
Defensive Tactics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
Briefing

OPERATIONAL
Naviqgation
Homing
Rendezyous
Recogn:tion, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance

e

(Reclassify when
filled out)

7

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

CONYITENTTAL
REPORT No..

(Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comment freely,
additional sheets if necessary.)

following applicable items in check list at left. Use

TTL12 with lieute Curtis

&= B -?-": ~ 3 ?'_""‘."‘“’4-, o N
L2 *ﬁ SRS 3“-,:’1;; *T

Jeven torpedo planes of
Hamlliton as Flight lLeader took of'f from
to pive support to the advanceé of the 24Lth Army OOrDpsS
in GCoutkeyr Okinawa, Reporting o Approach Pnint 2, east
af the island, they were instrueled by 2AST to progeed
intand and ordit over the ocentral parv »f ¢ho lslande

. Fron this orbitting polint they were 24 reated by the Targes
' Coordinator to drop thelr boabs in one run over the target
| aroa desisnated, which was a heavy gul pogition in woods,
in grid area 787h. [uns Were mado gingly, in column, and
aftecr completion the planes rendezvonged and returnod Vo

. the shipe

the hombs drorped in the target arca
the target ecordinator to LR

‘"he one bomd that falled
and was later jettiooned,

All but one of
and four were reported by
airectly on the gun position.
to hit the target area hung up

-y

1% is recamendod, whon tine permits; The Aly Support

aroupr be gllowed O Grop sinecle boubg instead of 8alve,

so that pian point bombing may be prac tioced., In this way
ervors in renge or deflestion may bho corrogted, TN DOOS
all ecases of alr suppord, Lie alreralt have been ordered

&5 release @ll bashe on first run for reasons nNot obvioug
to pilots, Delayed fusing up o 15 see-nids seens effootive
emong heavy enplacencnis.

ALLSET — MFD BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED




A G AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT TRty wher

8oy BRENY T TRV A Y e
Sheet 5 of 5 RN LD gt LAl filled out)
o ~ 4 = . |

i
REPORT No____ ¢

XI1l. MATERIAL DATA. (Comment freely on performance or suitability following check list at left.

itione if necessary).
ARMAMENT Use additional sheets it necessary

Guns, Gunsights
Turrets
Ammunition
Bombs, Torpedoes
Bomb Sights

Bomb Releases

- 1 2 . L »
¢ paberis 1M1"1¢‘ o tanws Mree™lanedt Wil e
COMMUNICATIONS 19 BaLerli 21 I 100103188 WOSG S&/5a 5 INCQ *'r ¥ }{ ?l
- _ . - . K. d ” — p— _ : 3 e . o Be woe r" o 2 - . - GG r." sy 5 ' o e
Raano, Racar exoaption of fallure ol 0N b ahackle, Marik IV whiok
loming Devices o bl o
Visual Signals f"%i 1‘? 0 30 1*&" 7D o

Codes, Ciphers

RECOGNITION
|FF
Signals
Battle Lights
Procedures

PROTECTION
Armor: Points and Angles
of Fire Needing Further
Protection
L eak Proofing

EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT
Parachutes |
Life Belts, Life Rafts
Safety Belts
EmeF_CJEr“af."y' Kits
Rations, First Aid

NAVIGATIONAL ECQUIPMENT
Compasses
Driftsights
Octants
Automatic Pilots
Charts
Field Lighting

INSTRUMENTS
Flight
Power Plant

OXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND |
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE

Airframe
Contro Surfaces '
Control Syst

thﬁ F{ﬂDS
L anding Gear
Heating System
Flight Characteristics

At Various Loadings
POWER PLANT
Enaines

Engine Accessories
™ 11

Fropeliers

| ubricating System

G+ "
Sytartiers

Fxhaust [\Fam[;e rs

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM

Auxiliary Plant
Lights

FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING
MAINTENANCE
BASE FACILITIES

Plane Servicing Equipment
Personnel Facilities

REPORT PREPARED BY: APPROVED BY:

o8 J i 3o o S IR Y TASY =2
SIGNATURE . " . 8 ¥ RANK AND DUTY SENATURE © @
heve I - Qﬁiﬁﬁr.

w14 Arpril 1945

RANK AND DUTY DATE

/ e 4
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