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HEADQUATTERS
Debe STRLTECGIC FOLEIVG SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
C/0 POSTIAS8TER, SAN FRANCISCO

e

IMTEOLATION MO, (USSBS NO. 228) PLACE: TOKYO
NAV, NO. 56 DATE: 1 November 1945.

Division of Origin: Naval Analysis Division.
oubleets Aircreft escort of convoys anc Anti-Submarine opere
stions.

Personnel interrogeted anc brckground:

OrUNC, Y., Lt.(jg), IJN. Naval avietor in Squacdron
resronsible for convoy escort arnd anti-subrarine op-
erations,

Where interviewed: TRoorn 218, MEIJI Building.

Interrogator: Captein Steacman TELLER, U.S.N.

Interpreter: one.

Allied Officers Present: None,

SUMIARY

OKUNO receivced 70 to 80 hours treining then was ordered to
an operstional squccron engeged in protecting convoys from sub-
marine anc air asttack in FORLIOSA vicinity and along the ASIATIC
Coast. He hed 1i: ited experience in the use of racer andé mag-
netic detector. Increesing severity of cir attacks by lanc
based aircraft rccucced thc strength of his squacron anc finally
forced its withcrawal from the 2rea in April 1945,

In liay 1945 r11 2ir crews of his scuadron were incorporae
Ted in the Tiftn Air Tleet anc tneir aircraft were prepsred
for KinlFKazli ettacks.
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TRANMSCRIPT

Q What wcs your cxperience in TORL0SL between Deceiber 1944
and Februgry 19459

A, Ihere were meny eir raids perticularly by E-24t's, The most
effective weopon uszcé vas the anti-personnel freogmentetion
cluster which causecd nmany casualties among nilitary and civilian
perscnnel gnc cealizcged a nutber of aircraft at the TOKO Base,

1 was engaged in flying a sea plane for anti-submorine coverage
for convqQys betwecen FORLOSA ané PHILIFPPINVES, We would use both
racar anc the magnetic detector, Usually the radar plane was
sent out first to secarch the area and if any indication of a sub-
merine was found, the LAD plane would be celled out, I think

we had some success with the MAD and damaged two or three = . .
suctrerines in this erca, but it was not my own. personal exper-
lences On one occasion at night time; the KAD in my plane indic-
eted a subnmarine, I dropped the float light and on the second
poss bonbed the float lighte On return to base I was toléd that

a sunken hulk was bombed which rust had Leen the one attazcked

ty a U.5. subiiarince ncar the BASKO Islands,

Q.4 How wcrc Anti-Submerine operations conducted by your squa-
aron along the South CEITVL znd INDO CHIFA Coast?

A, Ine squadron wvas divided amcng bases stretching from TANGLL o
FU s06h to SAIGON,  INDO CLIYA Coast., This coast line was dive
iced into five earccs of resronsibilitys coch which was covered
rrom & pase by one unit. The unit at TANSUI covered the =zreas
north of FORi.05A. Each day, tre unit essigned an srea of res-
ponsikility woulc prtrol that srea if 2 convov was scheduled

to rove through., If no convoy was schedled, no patrol was
flovn anc traininz of flying held. Thc procedure in scarch-

ing vas to use radar tecause ofter autuwrn of 1944 practically
all Navy planes were so equippred. The LIAD cqulpment was not
nornally usead for scarcn, but was used after radar or soie other
mcthod hed located a submerine., TFurtherrore the supply of LIAD
wes limited anc the irstrellation in air planes required the re-
movel of all nachine guns 2né other large steel objects. The
L.AD equiprent was heavy anc causcé the plane to be over loaded.
There vere a few fightcrs, type Zero, Nevy, assigned to the First
Escort Fleetl Alr Squzdron., Five or six were stationed at HONG-
KOI'G and six or cight at SAMA. Army fighters were not celled

on for hclp principally tecause com unication bectween Army and
Novy eir units was poor and also teczuse of poor cooperation be-
twéen the scrvices ond the poor perforrance of Arry fighters
when flying on se¢a rissions. Therc wes, however, one principal
nethod of cooperation between the Arr:d Forces and that was
supplying fuecl an¢ sone repeir gt emch others' bases. By Anrdl
1945 all the fighters of this group werc either lost or out of
comLissigp.

Qe *hat tyre of aircraft were yov quelified to fly?
A, All single sugine Pavy plones eycept fighters,

Qe Whet was your expcrience in eircraft loss:s in this convoy
SECOrL?

A wWe Lost quite a ntnber of pilotsy both orn the cround ond in
tne air, to E~24 ottacks. Some of these E-24 attacks were for-
nation attacks ard otiiers were single scarch planes fron the
PAILIPFIT"ES. Ve could usually tell the time of cay thet the sin-
gle plenc would cor.e over enc would not flv at that tinc. The
single E-24, howevc, if they caught us over the convoys was very
dangcrous bee~usc it vas very moneuversble. We cxamined the B-24
Which veas shot cown at AL:OY in March, 1945 oné rescucd cquiprent,
coac books, crerrency racdio rnd supplices by diving for ther.
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e found nonc of the crew. Wc thought thet the eguipment in
this E=24 was particularly fine anc that the pilots hac VEry
coo¢ preparation for their work. We noticed thot E=24 csinglc
planes would SOmeTimes cell for hslp from their fighters. our
voice rocio scot was not powerful enouczh to call for help from
the trose. e could talk direcct by volce radio to the fleg s8hip
of thc convoy if preparction hed been race, but only for & dlis-
tance of five or six miles. Ecyonc tnet cistence we woulc hove

to scnc by key.

(o Do you know of other air attacks on convoys in your =&
Ao On ctkout 4 ALprril 1944 a convoy congleting of the KIFE baxU
~ 5,000 ton trensyort, cscorts ves:els #l. 9y 30y 130 200 154 B
two subchosers 1-7t HONGKOUG for the north. This was cellod Lhe
11th convoy group. Off S .ATOVW the convoy was attacked for a

long tifrc oy meny E-24'8 gorying frar the PRILIPPIVFAC 2106 ProLeCL-
cd by P-51ts fron CklVa. Tne KIVE 1MT vhileh wes carrying
civiliarn personncl from SIVGAFOR and militery personncl frow
BONGKCNG wes sunk. 70 trere seved cnc 240 militery personne

10st. Escort vesscls #1, 5, 120 enc 1274 ana one sutcheser ware

cunk =2t thisg T1LheS.

;"L""

I'_\

The ; ost ferous sirkirg in our oren vas the Aoiik [
(loree 68X = FYE 1iner). the weg supll in Japuelry oF Y Lruery

Lod &=
1945 nory FRATLS recl By o submerine ofter two deys chases, LN
crenther ves bad and nonc of our plancs coulc be scnv g P ¢
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ponsc to Lier cells for nelp.

v ERLTAS pec” g 30-40 ran 0l BHicOHTiION andé westher ob-
servotion urit was rieintsirned. In Fopruary or iiercl 194% o
subnarine shellecd the. station and killed the cenior ol f1Cer,
shortly efterwerc the station wes srandoncdé and personncl cva-
cuatec .

Qe To what org-nizstion did you go “hien you returned to EYU-

G

’ T went o ths Fiftk Lir Fleet 11 Layy 1945 snc vwog SLEL1Cn-~
a

[
He

cd ~t OLTTRA and FUKUOY.A. I belicve thet all the ntlots gf T
First Tscort Souvadron rcturncd to KYUshU ahout this tires Ti1B
cnange 'ms the result of an orcor by the Coneresl Hoescguarters @bk

the Conbincd Navy Force, the Suprenc Hercdquarters of Chic Favys
mhile =t KYUSLU our plencs zné pilots vcrc usec on cnti-subkinsr-
ine potrol betwecn KYUSEU onc KOREL: partlculsrly TO provent
rmericon subrarincs fror entering the JAFAN Sha. Howover,

~bout Junc we krcw thottwvo of your sulbrarinis finally entered

the JEFLY R/, During this periocd £lEo oLy plents WwWere boing
converted to take £00 kg borbs for Specisl Lttezck Corps purposes,
This wes = ¢i”"icult conversior en¢ cbout /3% of the 82h pLTRNCE

hac bzen corpleted irn conversion ot thc tirme the war ondod.
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