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Continued by Mr. Thos. A. Blsson.

Internreter: Mr. Millard.,

ourmmary :

Kemarks on econemic subjects so vague or evasive as teo be
of little use.  As he says, he is a dinlomat ard not an econo-
mists.

His statements on Sino-Jananese relations, especially with
regard to the special envoy sent by Chiang Kal-shek to Hirota,
reveal the Intimate contacts that have existed between Kuonmintang
leaders and the Japanese. He confirms the contacts which these
Chinese lecaders maintained witlh the Black Dragon Society.

According tc Mr. Hirota, his Cabinet concluded the anti-
Conmintern pact with Germany 1n order to help suppress Comrunism
in Japan. As to Russila, the pact was cxpected to contribute to

1

peace by placing the USSR between a German-Jananese pincers. Japan

r

was not nrepared to fight Russia at that time.
The elder statesnen, #hacluding Hirota, were surnmoncd on Nov,
26 or 29, 1941 to a neeting at which the following clear state-
ment of vliews.on going to war with U.S. or England is given by
HIivoTh :
Against: It vould he very dangerous to go tg yar with

Aricrlica and Briteln because Janan could not
win a long war,

"I
O
3

olnce Anerica and Britain were pushinr for-
_ ward their nilitary oreparations Jaman would
-\ lose ocut in the race and ceventually would

L PN not be able to fight then at all.
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A "That was thoe most important limitation of Jopan's econorile
notentlial?

Ao I snent four yvears in Zngland, two years in "ashington, -two
years in the Netherlands, two years in Russia and an guilte
well acquagnted with the cconomic gituzation in Those cOUll-
Lrias, In commarison with thesc countrics, Javan 1s Tar
behind ceccononically. In fact, shz would have to be con-
nared with sorie of the lesser Europecan states., I rust
confoss that my line has been in the diplonatic fleld,
narticularly in forcign countries, =nd while I anm soncvhat
acquainted with situations abroad, my¥ infornation cn Janan's
seoncniecs 1s not tco deep. |

o "That, in your opinion, wss the grentest factor which con-
tributed to the extrerely ranid develeopnent of Javanese
industrial canncity for ten years proceding the wor?

A I wonder if it connot be traced® ®o a study con bhie wort of
the Japancse business leaders of developrments 1n Xuromne
and America, and an attenpt on thelr sart to ceteh up 1in
the field of reseerch and inventions with thesc forelgn

countries.
& Do you think there wns any consistent zovernnental nclicy

towvard oxpnansion of the Janancsc industrizl econony?

A, "ith thc inerense in Japan's populatien, it hos beeero lore
~nd rore difficult to sunport so large 2 nonulaticn, and
this has lcd to the encouragsrent and develonr.nt of nanu-
facturing and cormerce in on attermpt to ralntain or ralse
the 1ivineg conditions of the Japancse necnlc.

Qo How do vou cxnlain in this conncetion, the tremcndous growth
of heavy industry in this onc decade nreceding the wor in
1031417

A The dcvelonrient of heavy incustry was noere or less in kecp-
ine with the general developrent of all industrics. How-
cver, fror the time of the Venchurian Incident, the intercst
of the ccuntry turncd rore =nd nerc to Chinn, and the Arnmy,
in narticular, sought to develop heavy industry - perhans
ng one ncans ¢f nredueclng weclth.

Qs setually this is not quite corrcct. The developrient of
heavy industrics was not 1n keoening with other industrics.
Other industrics - consuner industrics and cxoort industries
doubled their outnut in thosc ten years. The heoeavy indus-
trics ineresscd their output ten tines, so there rmust have
been a spacial cffort to eoxpend heavy industricse.

Ao I hove not kont up toe well on tho detalls crf such develon=-
rnent, and I am 2t a loss to explaln ther.

Qe Do vou think the diffceront esbinces atid the Arry follovoed
a poliey of military ricbilization and of incrcasing thae
military votcntizl of the country in those ten yoonrs?

A I or 2 diplonat and no authority on thesc ratters, LHowavelr,
not only fren the beginning of the Manehurlan Incident, but
sven nrior to that, the Jananese neonle were carrylng 2
hoavy burden in ra2king the country strons through arnarent.

o In 1936-37, when you were Prerier, when leglslatlen was
nroroted te intrcducce new ccononilce controls, what were the
underlying idoas - whoat wore you trying to accormlish at
that tine?
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A at that tine, I was not particularly conscious of 2Ny under-
lyins policiecs of that nature. Oup big nurpose was to davelon
the country and our industries, and oqrticulﬁrly were we ine-
teraested in the H“VulOﬁTtnt of ele ctric power, i.c. hvdro-
clectric power,

Q o Did you, nt that tine, think very ruch in terns of self-
sufficlency - of trying to make Janman cconorics 11y indencndent?

A I &do net know that we had any Sﬂbciflc goal ©of thet tyro. As
yoeu know, it is alnmost iN)OSSiblb for Janan to becerne inde-
nenaont eeonoriiecally.

Q.- "hat, in your opinlon, was the nost irvortant cconoie problers
Whl&h had to be s&lvcd - what hﬁl to be done to strensthen
Japran's cconorny?

A I had spent scrme tinme in Helloand and wos lrmressad there with
the balanced developrient between the citics ~nd. the country-
side. In Janan, on the¢ other hand, we had very large citics
which vrere far advunc-d beycnd the rest of tho country. It
seericé te us that 1f we were to develon our scuntry to the
nlace where it could sunvort - arge population, we rust
develep the various regilons “f tPu country qlong with theo
eities, Therefore, my Cabinet devoted ecnsiderablo stucy to
the develonnent of v“rious reFaons end distriets throusrhent
Janan in which w¢ atter wted to sut un vC“nC*iC controlsg and
Croonlzations so thﬂt thos: arcas would be cnabled tao sunpcrt
larere gectlons of the nOpulution. Fror a long tine, we have
hcon eoncernc d over this nroblor c¢f sunvo orting a large ponu-
iation 1n Japap In fact, we cnece anrealed te Amcrica for a
study of this ﬂf0510h9 anc 2 Dr. Bergorow (?) carnc to Jenan
to nnke o consus, AS 2 rosult of his studics, hg sugsastad
that Hokkaido we rnost suilted to such o »nlanncd ¢ sveleonrent

scherie.  This ran,’ I understand, roturn.d to ﬂnbricn 2nd wrote
» pook on his work hcre.

R o Yas your 1dea nainly to inercase the totail guoptity of arable
land cr to transfer the nonulaticn fron srr el ltire dnto
industry?

A Jaroncse asriculture requlires a larzge arount of nEnhewer,
and, therefore, it weuld be irmossibls to take rmch of this
ey 1or indistry. Furtherrcre, sincé rugh of Jansnesc
1nwuqtrv was ccncentrated in 1o rw c1t1\s, such as Tokyoe and
Osmkk_9 and there was a growing tunnpncv for t“u population
te incrensc in these large centc TS, o attermted to snmread
she neonle cut over wider arens =n? develen industrvy in other
soctions a5 well.,

Qe “ias therc a consclenticus, worked-out governnental tlan of
this .._concpic nroegress, or was 1t donc r»icee-ronl?

A, LUPLne oy O Hinet we did organize a definite prograri,
C8 L01ﬁll" i t“; arcs of Northern Honshu, And, we set un a2
nlan feor the Tohcku district, whereby two co *wanins were

orranized - one for ths '“ﬁv*'iLc*'w :nt «f hylro-clectric nower
2nc. the other for the cneoura ent cf genoral A seturine ,

(% hy did you find it nceessery 2t thnat tire to natlonalize the
elcetric power industry?

A ¢ The nrivote elcetric cornanlies were in thu busincss for thelr

cwn 1lntercst and they bullt thelr dans and set u» their works,

not whero they would render the gfreatest service but whoere

they could noke the nost reney. They hesitn 1ted, naturally,

t~ organize systens in other sceticns becausc ¢of the undue
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expense involved in such a venture.. Therefore, in order to
aevelon the country, 1t was necessary for the governricnt .to
nrovide the necessary oxnenscs for such enternrise. It was
never cur Ilntention to nationalize corpletely the newer in-
dustry, . What we 417 was to look particularly after the sct-
ting up of the dynarcs and the carrying of clectricity to
the field. All other work involvod in these enternrises;
in fact, nost of the contracts were in the hands of ecivilian
creanlzations.  However, the industrialists at that tire
rlsunderstood ocur »urnoses and conslderable agitaticon wos
ralsed azainst the policies ety Cablnet.,

as the resignation of your Cablnet to any extent Adue to this
agltaticon of business?

That rrchably had scriething te do with the fall of the Cohi-
net, .althouch it couln hardly be called the scle reason.

Cculd you tell ne cne thing - if bie busincss intercsts such
as the Zaibatsu, ot dissntisficd with the Preriier, what

was thelr nossibility of bringing the Cabinet to f£al1l?

Most of the business world has very closc connections. with
the represcntatives in the Diet anct they can usueslly bring
pressurc tc bear through thesc ren,

Does the big business rman have Aircet conneetions with the
throne, because the Diet dncs net re2lly have ruch tc say?

a8 far as any connczcticns with the throne arc ccneerned, I
know 2f none; narticularly during ny Cebinct, However, they
nay well have certain connceticns with ren assceilated with

he throne.,

If such farmilies as Mitsui ceclde they weuld like te have a
change of the Cabinet because the Cabincet is not following
thelr polieles, do they have a nessibllity of reachins the
Lerd Privy Scal and? such irmertant rien of the Court to en-
force thelr decisions?

Il do not know that they have any such influcnce ns that,

Do yeu nean they cannot 2ot B the Lops 2rivy Scal ~r that
they c=nnct 2ctually suprest 2 chanfe «f the Cablnot?

It 18 nogsible, of ceurse, that they nicht ret in toueh
wish hir, Hovever, I knmcw of ne instance in which they
have, at least, nct during ny Cablnet's tenurc.

You gals that the opnosition ¢f busincss Freunses was one cof
the reasons fer the f211 cf your Cabinct. "hat were thre
other roasonst

~8 you knovr, I was scleeted as Pre-ior inneciately followine
the nilltsry unrising in Tokyc on February 26th. This core
&S a very great surprise to re fer I had bocHi o forelsn
cinlonat ~nd had ne sreeilnl qualificaticons for noliticnl
learlershinr. Hewever, His Majosty was well nlease? vwrith

iy forelin poliecies and felt that I weuld be able teo enln
thincs dovm after this BoTigine, Later, however, the "-p
Anister felt that cur woplk had becn done, Boe~use there
wns considerable onnosition ~n the nart <f the Arny,
fellowing the exceuticn - f scne of thoe rinr=-leaders, the

ar Minister wante2 t- get cut cf the Cabinat, snd lhie stirrcd
un ccnsiderable friction in tho Dlet, and thﬁ% ecniripated
largely to the fall of the Cabinet,

b
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How i1 ycur Cablnet - c¢r how did ycu, rersonally - envisage

2t that tine The nmogsiblility ¢f golving the Chlns affalr?

It rmast have been the riost irmortant single nroblers that

yvou had?

F crl the tirne I was Forelegn Minister up to the tine I beecanc
Prerler, I ¢ld everything in ny nower to bring abocut a

sbttlpwbnt ~f the difficultles which had arisen at the bersin-

ning ¢f the Manchurian Incident, and I put considerable

affort alsc inte working cut an intcrnntlonal uncerstanding

as 2 baslis feor restoring neace.

how <dld you speeliflcally nlan £t solve the Chlna wroblent
at the tinme of the Menchurian Incident, Manchoulkuo was set
Up 48 & separate gountery and this, noturally. wWas opviogad
oy Chino., However, Chlang Kal-shok, hinsc 1f sent 2
sceret envey to sco me. Throurh th{s envey, Chianv {al-
shek statcd that the Manchurlan Inecldent had taken nlace in
an arcea nct lmmedlately under his jurisdletion but un‘er the
authority c¢f Chang Hsueh-Liang., He sugrested that we cculld
work ocut gond relations perhans outside ¢f this incldent,
and ccrmared 1t te a hure rock which suddenly anpears in
the midst of a4 river ani bloeks your progress. However,
the stream then cuts a new channel arcun® the ohstructicn
anc. continues on 1lts ccursc,

My question was - Hew did you nlan to solve the China Affair?
Fer one thing, we opened a conference in Nanking teo negotlate
with Chinz fcr 2 new naet, Thls nerctlation wes under the
Fargirn Miplgter, “JTans Ching-wel. However, thls was

strongly cnnoscd by nowerful facticns in that country
resulting in an attermt to assassinate YIang Chiling-wei,

antinuc thg SLory. Vihat was your “rinelvle: what was your
fecrrmla; what were the terrns under which you wanted tc

scttlc the China Affalr?

Foy one thing, we tried to set up close relatlicns botween

the twe cocuntries an? develeon cormerce,

Dic you nlan: to withdirar the Jarancse Arnmy fron China =

any nodnt, oF ald you expeet te stay 1n China inderfinitely®
At the tiﬂe L wos Porelen Minister, the China Ineldent hac
not yetl taken ploce and 1T was cur »oliey theh te atternmt
te withdraw as scon as ncssible, even the garriscn trcors
which were at Tientsin and Pekin:.

lg 1% 1ot Trye that the gorrigon at Tlentsin, in tho sHring
cf. 1935 while you were Ferceipn lMinister, trLsLnt 1 dernands
tc the Nerth China autherities for cuncrssions in Nerth
Lhina®

L g0 not knnw anythineg about thats

You said that y-u nlanned tc withiliraw the troons fror China
88 Scon s possibles "hat 2ic you rieon by Yos gocd ag popsl-
ble®™ Y“hat sonpitions 218 you wand ful?illc in orver £o
withdraw the troons from Chlino?

At that tine, Ancrica was alsc talkine about the some thing -
withdirawing certain Lorees, anul Wo nlgnhed o earyy fubt omr
nlans as condlitions between Janan and Chins develome? favor-
ably.
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During your Cubinct you ccneluded the so-called Anti<Conmin-
tern Pact. "hat qu the purncse cf this agreerent?

Lven before this tine, the Jenanese pilitary he? been
claroring for a military nlliance with Gernany. 1 opposed
this movencnt strcnalv fcr it was ny desire to keen fren
being mixed up in the develonnents in EurOp; whlech were
leadins to war, However, there was consierable fear in
Janan toward Corrmunisn ﬁnu the nolice here were agitating
for scrie reans of stopning the spread «f Corvrmnisn. There-
fore, by cstablishinr such a nact a2s the Anti-Conmintern
Pact, wc coull cconcrate with Germany anil achicve other cnis
as wcll. However, I continued tc opnose in cevery way the
gonelusion of = ﬁilitxry Saety e plet felt that sueh ¢
nact was necessary at that tire in the nreservaticn of

viorld neaceo, Anr we felt 1t would be necessary tc ecocnclude
o mact in which net cnly Germany an? Janan should nortici-
rate, but that any cther nation ccul? take nart in as well.
"Te “lso nropesced to hoth England and Helland that they cnter
the nact, but BEnrlant wrs nct intercsted an? Hollan? do-
clﬂruﬂ thﬁt 1t would not be wise for her te cnter intce

nact which invelvel the larre ccuntrices.,

You rust have been aware that this »nact wns fundarents LY
cilrected a?ainst Russin. "hat was Janan's —renorednoss

to firht a possible wrr acrainst ilussin?

There was cc nglierable fesay ot thnt tirne over tho nossibility
cf a war with Russia and it was thru"ht Lhat by eoneluding
Bnlg waet in bct‘ thL Lnst and the West, nressurc ecul? be
"ut on liussia to »nrevent the cutbreak TI WOrs

'las Japan in a npesition nat that tire te ¢ inte a2 war arsainst

musgla if sueh 2o war sbﬁul cevelop? "That was the rilitary
new ablel of davan in 1936“ los & war agalnst Russie

.H} ql "xlf*ao
We were grcatly werried cver a war with Russis ~n? certelinly
Were not sirepared for 4t e were having trouble even vith

China ond we @id everythine in cur rower te orestall any
cutoreak of hostilities with iWsgla, ond thot 18 arcbably
cne reascn why we vworked ~ut an arrecrent for the sole ~f
the Chinese E=stern Lailw-y,

Ihat was ruch carliser - the railway was scol1” twe VGEOTS
enrlicr,
I am just exploinine ny ceneral noliey toward Russia.

-y questicn, however, was whether you felt that Jrnan weu

ke able te f“cp O Wi opninagt nuSSi” if the Anti-Comintern
Pﬂct shculd prouce such on eneryency?

Nets 4 ol nat tblnk e were, If fussia, cn her cym, should
hove deelared warp against us, thers was nothine e Gl 4o
akcut it, but for cur nart, we were deter~insd stronsly

noat te lest sueh n thing hajﬁen.

Yerc you aware that your alliance with Fornany rileht lead
you 1lnte a war with Hussia®?

I 71d not kncw of any such feelins cn the nart «f Gernans,
hut I was nostly ccncerned cver teins nixeld U with rfussiq

--

2s AT Was ny fellln; that this nact would dc¢ jmeh to aveid

suecn 2 gltuztion,

Y?n poid befc “o that Janan was net cven able tec deal ade-
tcly ”1th ninz. Do you nean to say that Janan ¢id CVery-
thin{ a 0.0 O 19 capacity te defeat China 2nd was not able £0%
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A e as far as I felt, personally, I belicve every effcrt was
nacde tc bring that war to a ecnelusion.

> O

. Do you mean nilitarily or politically?

A After the Marcc Pcle Bridge incident, we certainly nade every
cffort within cur nower to brimg to an end the situation
which had ceveloped. I think the military undcubtedly wos

1

teyine toe o 1ts best.

INTLRROGATION CONTINUSD BY Mr, BRisscn

) & Iou spoke earlier of Chlang Kal-shek. Did you know Chlang
Koi-shek when he was a stulent in Teokyo? Did yeu neet hin
when he was here?

B Yesy, I net hin once cr twice andl after that I ~ften ret hin,

Q. hers did He study in Tokvo?
Ao I 1id nct nect hin when he was 2 student - 1t wrs later when
He gone B0 Jepan that T riet hir

2 You ret hin after 1926 or 19272
..:!.. I 1 Il-f..='t I‘(—}Cﬂll-
e
d o Did you know sene ¢f the early Kuonintans leaders like Sun
Yot-sen when they were in Tokyvo?
A, Ye8y L had net sone of ther.

Q Is that cne resscn why you were chosen as Frreign iinister -
becausc of your ccntacts with the Chinese leaders in this
nerlod?

A- I thil‘lk Sﬂ:‘-

Q. Is that why Chiang Rai-shck sent a snceial gHvVeY tc yra®?
A Yes, I think that is »nrcbably cne reason.

()« “he was the sneclal envey?
Ao 1l can see his face clearly but cannnt rerncnber his 5 tapigici
hut you coull find his narce by inguiring of the Chinesc.

(. “lere there any discussicns with the envey, or was there just
this nessage that he breought?

A, We talked of deing everything peossible te werk cut srrmcth
relaticns between the twe countries.

(), "That year wrs this?

A, I wculd have to exondine the nroceedings «f the Diet to find
cut cxactly when it was, since I hnve forg-tten. Irmnediate-
1y after ny discussicns with this nan, I talkcd in the Diet
conecerning Chiang Kai-shek an? told then it was a ristaks -
think <f Chi-ng Kai-shck as 2n ceneny of ours., All ny
snecches with roepard to nclicies in China are o riatter of
reeord and could easily be locked un,

L) & Durine 1936, there were important negotiztions at Nanking
cn issues connected with Chincse-Janancse relntions. "hat
were the difficultics that nrevented arrecrant in these
negoctiations?

B The greatest difficulty in these nesctiaticns was the in-
nossibllity of an apgreencnt cn anti-Corrunist ressures and

p(liCi?So
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