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SHORT SKETCHES FROM HISTORY
BOOK 1II

LAW OF THE TWELVE TABLES!

In the year 450 B.C., Rome appointed three ambassadors?
to visit Athens, and examine the laws of Solon.®  On theirre-
turn,in thenext year, ten magistrates, called decemvirs,*were
chosen. They were to be the ruling power,5 and the consuls
and tribunes® resigned.” The new rulers did admirably
during the first term,® and completed ten tables of excel-
lent laws that were adopted by the Assembly of Cen-
turies. Decemvirs were therefore chosen for a second term.

Applus Claudius®® was the most popular of the first
body of decemvirs, and the only one who was reélected.!!
But now all was quickly changed; the ten men became at
once odious tyrants,* and Appius Claudius was the chief
of all. Each of the decemvirs was attended by twelve
lictors,!® bearing the fasces'% with the axes wherever he
“ went in public.’® Two new tables of oppressive laws,
confirming the patricians in their hated ‘privileges,'® were
added to the former tables. When the year expired,'?
the decemvirs called no new election, but held their office
in defiance of'® the senate and the people. No man’s life
was safe, and many leading persons® fled from Rome.

One day, seeing a beautiful maiden, the daughter of a
plebeian named Virginius,?° who was crossing the Forum,?!

1Law of the Twelve Tables, 3 $ft -} = ¥. Table, — B 5%,
FaipemR R EREAHARZ L SR 2Am
bassadors, J: f#; %2 i K k. °®Laws of Solon, #£ 4 BT 31 Z 4.
Solon (:8'lun), #E B #: 4 &R (6397-559 B. C.). ‘Decemvu's (dé-
sim'v@iz), ¥ 15 # B 2 1 Kk 3% BOR. S Ruling power, # 3 &
4 #%. ¢Consuls and tribunes, 3, g% ¢ &R # B . " Resigned, i
B5: 5] 3B, STerim, {£ #]. °The Assembly of Centuries, & A [ 23
@, ¥ 5 A R B Servius Tullius (sér'vi-ds ti'li-is), Bf £ 2% 1 A
BaE b - EB~H RN —FHLEHZETFAA T
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126 SHORT SKETCHES FROM HISTORY

Claudius resolved to make her his own. So he directed a
client! to seize her on the charge? that she was the child
of one of his slaves, and then to bring the case before®
the decemvirs for trial. Claudius, of course, decided in
favor of* his client. Thereupon Virginius drew his daugh-
ter one side from the judgment seat® as if to bid her fare-
well.® Suddenly catching up a butcher’s knife? from a
block® near by, he plunged® it into his daughter’s heart,
crying, “Thus only can I make thee freel”’10

Then brandishing!* the red blade, he hastened to the
camp'? and roused the soldiers, who marched to the city,
breathing vengeance.!®> When they came to the corpse!
of the spotless!® Virginia, they swore that Rome should
be free. The plebeians flocked out'® once more to the
Sacred Mount.!” The decemvirs were forced to resign.
The tribunes and consuls were restored!® to power. Ap-
pius, in despair, committed suicide.!?

BATTLE OF THE CAUDINE FORKS?

Tn the year 321 B. C. a Roman®! army of forty thousand
men, headed by the consul?? Spurius Posthumius,?® marched
against the Samnites.®® They seemed to have been suc-
cessful in the first few encounters. But later, Pontius,?

1Clent, Ji} B B2 B ¥ MU 2 82 B K. ?0n the charge,
# 11 #. ¢ To bring the case before, b 3 & J4; & 8- ¢In favor
of, 31 $#§. ®Drew his daughter one side from the judgment seat,
X ARBHEZ S LNBRHEZ 0 °As
if to bid her farcwell, 4z £% %% 2 A0 4 — 3 R o 18 B #.
7 Butcher’s knife, j& 7). ®Block, 4 B 4. °FPlunged, ¥ A:
15 Thus only can I make thee freo, 3 3Z B 5 48 ¥ & th & W b 3%,
1t Brandishing, # #. 12Camp, ¥ 4. !* Breathing vengeance,
720 38 U % f3. 1 Corpse (kérps), & H&. 18 8potless, & 1% 54
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B . 1% Flocked out, £ B iy #i. 7 Sacred Mount, # |y, 7%
BEaHEZ+ B8 AR TR HEeEE B &
Z E. % Restored, 4k #ii. !°Committed suicide, | ;. ?°Caudine
Forks (ké’din forks), & T R 1. * Roman (rd'mdn), §Z & #.
22 Consul, 2 % 3, 3% - * Spurius Posthumius (sphri-is psst-hit’-
mi-is[?]), A 4. 24 Samnites (sm’nits), ¥ A Fl 8 3 Z & R .
# Pontivs (pdn’ti-ds[1]), A 4.
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the Samnite commander, by a stratagem,! enticed? them
into an ambush?® at the Caudine Forks, in the neighborhood
of Caudium.* High mountains here inclose a little plain,’
having at each end a passage through a narrow defile.’
When the Romans were fairly in the basin,” the Samnites
suddenly appeared in both gorges.® The Romans were
taken by surprise® and totally disabled to fight. Post-
humius and his men were forced to yield. But instead of
being put to death, they were subjected to the deepest
humiliation!® that could be inflicted; for the Samnite leader
sent them under the yoke,!

Fach man, unarmed and clad only in a shirt,}? had to
pass with bowed heads between two upright spears, upon
which rested a third. Having done so, they were made
to swear that Rome would never renew the war. Then
relying upon their promise, Pontius released and allowed
them to go home.

When Posthumius came back to Rome, he was severely
reproved!® by the senators,’* who were very angry indeed
because he had agreed to fight no more. In their wrath,®
they vowed!® that his promise to the Samnites should
never be kept. Then Posthumius told them that, since
they disapproved of his conduct so greatly, they had better
bind him hand and foot,!” and send him back to the Sam-
nites.

1Stratagem (strdt’a-j¥m), #} #t. 2 Enticed, H] #j. *Ambush
(fm’bsosh), {k 8. 4Caudium (ké6‘di-im[?)), 33 4. ° Plain, 7 7.
¢ Having at each end a passage through a narrow defile—participial
phrase, modifying the noun “plain.” Defils, (dé-fil'), P H.
"Basin, £ /&. 8Gorges (gorj’éz), & 0. °Taken by surprise=
caught unprepared. !° Humiliation (hii-mil-i-d’shiin), g B. ! Sent

,o-under the yoke, LMY 1R B, € M B X X F MR &
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Wk R, N 008 0 BE B A B b

HR B R 2 Unarmed and clad only in a shirt—participial phrase,
modifying the noun man Clad =clothed. !3Reproved, f 3.
U Senators (sén‘a-térz), 2 % H. °In their wrath—adverbial
phrase, modifying the \erb ‘vowed” 1%Vowed, 37 T%. ' Hand
and foot—adverbial phrase, modifying the verb “bind.”
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Strange to relate,! the senate took advantage of this
generosity,? and Posthumius, bound like a criminal?®
was led to the Samnite camp. When the enemy heard
that, although bound so securely, he had come there only
by his own free will, they were struck with admiration*
for his courage. They knew that the Romans were going
to continue the war, but they refused to take vengeance
on® Posthumius, and sent him home unharmed.

CATO® THE CENSOR?

Marcus Porciug Cato was one of the most noted of the
Romans during the Punic Wars.® He led an active life.
As a young man he fought in the Hannibalic® War, and
as an old counselor did more than any other person to
bring on the third war, which resulted in the destruction
of Carthage.1® ‘

Cato was the son of a peasant at Tusculum.’* TFrom his
father he received as an inheritance'? a scanty*® farm in the
Sabine country.?* Near by were the cottage and farm of
the celebrated Roman commander Dentatus,’® one of the
popular heroes of the Samnite!® Wars, of whom tradition
related that, when the Samnites on one occasion!” sought
to bribe him, they found him cooking turnips, and wanting
nothing that they could give him. Cato took this worthy
old Roman as his model.

I Strange to relate=ib is strange to relate that—parenthetical
expression.  2Generosity (jén-8r-8s'i-ti), {§ #i. *DBound like a
eriminal—participial phrase, modifying the noun “Posthumius.”
¢ Admiration (8d-mi.rd’shin), 3 &% . °To take vengeance
on, [y ... 3 fu. SCato (ki'td), §8 /& ¥ S % B % B 4% (234
149 B. C.). 7Censor (sén’sér or -sér), # B #R # '&. °®Punic
(pi'nik) Wars, 32 5 52 30 &k 3t Z 88 9. Punic=pertaining to the
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MBEIMEB NG

BERSugkuimB ELERZR BEE
BREHZANY PLEBEHES LSERE
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B AERIBIEE 2 B R B RKE
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BEARHB W T Z2EaLHEMBERR
BMPZEARE HEBEBERNERAT R
BOAXFREFREEHBNFERIESEZ
B MBS N ZRE AR XK b
ancient Carthaginians. ¢ Hannibalic (hn-i-bal'ik), B R g & 3 &
4% Hannibal (hén’i-bal) #}. 10 Carthage (kar'thdj), ¥ Bl 4, 78 3E ih]
2. M Tusculum (tuskd.lam), 2 B 3 i 22 ¥ 4. Inherit-
ance, i f. 1*Scanty, R ¥ [Z 4). ! Sabine (sd’bin) country, 7
% Z #H I P Dentatus (dén-ta'ths), B E M BT 2R (5

7 g). ¢ Samnite (sim’nit), B K B ¥ 8 2 K ¥, W B A 6 By
o 0 e 40 1, % MR B R B Y On one occasion, ff — R.
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At his time Greek ideas and customs were being intro-
duced into Rome. Cato seb his face like a flint against?
all these innovations.? He visited Athens® and made a
speech to the people; but instead of addressing the Atheni-
ans? in their own language, which he could speak well
enough, he talked to them in Latin,® simply in order to
rebuke those of his countrymen who affected® to regard
the Greek language as better than the Roman. He told
the Romans that Greek education and Greek literature
and philosophy? would bring their cbuntry to ruin.?

One of the most unattractive sides of Cato’s character

is revealed in his treatment of his slaves. He looked ﬁpon
them precisely as so much live stock, raising® them and
disposing of 19 them just as though they were cattle. When
a slave became old or worn out he sold him, and recom-
mended such a course to others!' on the ground of its
economy.!?
- But notwithstanding all of Cato’s faults and shortcom-
ings, his character was noble and admirable. His services,
especially those which he rendered the state as ceusor,
were appreciated by his fellow citizens, who set up in his
honor a statue with this inscription: .‘“This statue was
crected to Cato because when censor,'® finding the state
of Rome corrupt and degenerate, he, by introducing wise
regulations and virtuous discipline, restored it.”

1 Set his face liko a flint against =determined to oppose. 2 Inno-
vations, 3j # #. ° Athens (ith'énz), B 3 7 B 3% 4. ¢ Athe.
nians (a-tha’ni-dnz), § # A. °Latin (lt’in), § 7 4. *© Affected
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=impressed; moved, 5% B, ? Philosophy, 3 #1. ®Bring ... to
ruin, & . . . 3§ ¢ ° Raising, 4 5. 1°Disposing of, . ! Re-
comnmended such a course to others, P ok 8§ 3 ¥: (38 81 4 2k
B4 B AR T W Z 8 Bt A. On the ground of iis
economy, V) £ /% 5 ;2 B fij 5. . When censor==when he was
censor,
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THE VICTORY OF PYRRHUS!

The wealthy cities of southern Italy? during the last part
of the third century B. C. offered a great tempting prize
to Roman greed.®, Before long many of them?* received
Roman garrisons® and bowed to the rule of the Latin
republic.® Tarentum,’ the most important of the Greek
colonies,® held jealously to her independence. But she was
not strong enough to face the Romans, and therefore
turned to Pyrrhus, King of Epirus,® for help.

Pyrrhus, an ambitious cousin of Alexander the Great,!0
proudly led into Italy twenty-five thousand soldiers, with
a large number of war elephants. The Roman troops met
them at Heraclea,! and a terrible battle ensued. But the
Romans could not break the bristling ranks of the Greek
phalanx,!’? and shrank back before the huge elephants
which they had never seen before. Finally they retreated,
and Pyrrhus won the victory. But Pyrrhus lost so many
brave soldiers that he exclaimed, ‘“Another such victory,
and I am lost.” In allusion to this reputed exclamation
of his,’® a success obtained at too great a cost has since been
called a “Pyrrhic!* victory.”

-After the war, Pyrrhus walked over ‘the battle field.
When he saw the Romans lying with wounds in front,!?
and their countenances'® stern in death, he cried out,
¢“With such soldiers, how easily could I conquer the world!”

1 Pyrrhus (piris), 3 & Epivus @ 2 B £ (318-272 B. C.).
 taly (it'a-li), BY (i BF S Z Bl 4. ° Roman (ré'mdn) greed, §2 5
A 2 & . *Them=cities, ®Garrisons (giri-s'nz), Bk 3% 2 8
Bk. ¢ Latin (ldt'in) republic, J I§ 2t #l B. 7 Tarentum (tq-rin’-
tum), & K Fl &% B 4, B 4 Z Taranto (t&’ran-td). 3 Greek (grék)
colonies, 7% 8 A1 & #1. ¢ Epirus, (e-pi'rids), i & &% B 4.
1® Alexander (iil-3g-zin’dér) the Great, Macedon B FE 2 %4 (356~
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323 B.C.). 1 Heraclea (hdr-a-kig’a), @t X ] i 88 4. 12 Phalanx
(fa’lagks or fal’anks), 3% Mi . ° In allusion to this reputed excla-
mation of his—adverbial phrase, modifying the verb *“has been
called.” In allusion to, £ §g. *Pyrrhic (pir'ik), 3§ 4 Pyrrhus g},
15 Lying with wounds in front—participial phrase, modifying the
noun “Romans.” In front, f£ Bj—adjective phrase, modifying the
noun “wounds.” ~ 1¢ Countenances (koun’té-ndns-8z), Hi £4.
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CICERO?

Marcus Tullius Cicero, celebrated Roman orator,? philoso-
pher,® and statesman,! was born to a book-loving, country
gentleman in the year 106 B. C. He received his primary
education® at home and studied law and philosophy in
Athens.® Tor two years, he traveled extensively in Asia
Minor.” Then he returned to Rome and scttled there as
an advocate.® Plunging into the politics of his time, he
soon became famous for his thrilling oratory® and by
virtue of?0 his brilliant genius, he was made, in succession,!!
queestor,!? wedile,’® prator,’* and consul.’® His public life
was an extraordinarily remarkable one.

In the year 63 B. C., while Pompey'® was away in the
Fast,'? a few young Romans headed by Catiline,’® a very
wicked man, formed a conspiracy® to murder the consuls,
abolish?® all the laws, plunder?* the state treasury, and set
fire to the city.

Fortunately for Rome,?? this conspiracy was discovered
by the consul Cicero, who revealed the plot?® to the senate,24
but Catiline had the boldness to deny all knowledge of it.

Cicero then went on to denounce the traitor in one of
those eloquent speeches which are read by all students of
the Latin language. Catiline, however, indignantly left
the senate hall, and, rushing out of the city, went to join
the army of rebels®® that was awaiting him. Dut the
conspirators who stayed in the city wcre arrested and put
to death by order of Cicero and the senate.

1 Cicero (sis’ér-0), ¥3 15 4 ¥ %, IR 3% 55, B 2 £t #2 (106-43
B. C.). *Orator, 3§ %t %2. °Philosopher, 3§ £ 5. *Statesman,
¥k 3 ¢ ° Primary education, g ¥ # . °© Athens (dth'énz), j#
M (i Bl B 4). 7 Asia Minor (8shd mindr), /v B8 #1 B (i 4] 5
%, 10 1B ¥ B3 38 Z 1), ® Advocate, £t 3 -E. ® Thrilling
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oratory, & A 3 i ®. !°By virtue of =on the ground of. ! In
succession, #jj ‘@—adverbial phrase, modifying the verb “was
made.” 1% Queastor (kwés'tor), 52 B Fl B 4, ¥ . 10 Adile (8/dil),
52 3RS EE . 14 Preetor, (pré‘ior), 2 K 3 4. '° Consul,
215 3 B¢ 7. ' Pompey (pdm'pi), 22 I K §§ 4 (106-48 B. C.).
Y East, B J7; B g ® Catiline (kdt‘i-lin), £ & 4 Bk 4 (108-62
B. C). ?Counspiracy, [ 2 B Ji; $ . 2°Abolish, EE B
“ Plunder, #] $§. 2?Fortunately for Rome—adverbial phrase,
modifying the whole sentence following. 32 Plot=plan. % Senate,

2 ek B g 35 B *° Rebels, g, 45 %.
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In the meanwhile, an army had been sent out against
Catiline, who was defeated and killed. The Romans were
so grateful to Cicero for saving them f~om the threatened
destruction! that they called him the .“Father of his
Country.”

Cicero had an elegant mansion® on the Palatine® Hill
and numerous country villas,® his favorite one at Tus-
culum?® being built on the plan of the Academy® at Athens.
Here he walked and talked with his friends, and here he
had a magnificent library of handsomely bound volumes,
copied by his skillful Greek slaves. His favorite poet was
Buripides,” whose “Medea,”® it is said, he was reading
when he was overtaken by his assassinators.®

Cicero studied Greek models, and his four orations on
the “Conspiracy of Catiline” rank with the ‘“‘Philippics”1?
of Demosthenes.’! His orations, together with his essays,
are familiar Latin textbooks of to-day.

PYRRHUS!2 AND FABRICIUS!

Fabricius, who was a sturdy Roman and who worked
his own farm and loved integrity!* and honor more than
anything else, was sent to Pyrrhus’ camp'® as an ambas-
sador.’® Admiring his ability and eloguence,'” Pyrrhus
wished to employ him in his service. At first, the king
tried to frighten him to submission,® but he failed. - Then

1 Destruotion, i v. *Mansion, X [f. *Palatine (pil'a-tin), §%
B 6 A iz~ *Villas, g gL & Tusculum (tus’kt-lum), & &
OB 2 #1 4. ¢ Academy (a-kidd’é-mi), G B (f# Plato Bt 3 32).
? Kuripides (d-ripi-déz), 7% B #k & % (384-322 B. C.). *Medea
(me-dd‘a), 3% 4. ¢ Assassinators (d-silsi-né-térz), gt ¥ 4. ?°Phi-
lippics (fi-lip‘iks), 3§ #t 3¢ 2 &. *' Demosthenes (dé6-mds’thé-ndz),
7 B 3K B K (384-322 B. C.). *Pyrrhus (pir‘us), # J& Epirus B
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2 Bl T (300-272 B. C.). 13 Fabricius (fa-brish’i-iis), #& & X 4% 7t
#. MYlIntegrity, jJF K. 1Camp, § 4. % Ambassador (dm-bis’a-
dér), H {&. 17 Admiring his ability and eloquence—participial
phrase, modifying the noun “Pyrrhus.” Eloquence, ¥t 4. ¥To
submission—adjective phrase, objective complement to the direct
object “him.”
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he offered him more gold than Rome! had ever possessed,
but Fabricius replied, ‘“‘Poverty? with a good name® is
better than wealth.”

Afterwards the physician? of Pyrrhus came to sce I'a-
bricius, offering to poison the king.® But the indignant
Roman general® sent the traitor? back in irons.® This®
filled Pyrrhus with admiration for his virtue, and he
warmly cried, “It would be easier to turn the sun from
its coursel® than Fabricius from the path of honor.”

JULIUS CASARYM

Cesar-was born 100 B. C. A patrician,'? he was yet a
friend of the people. His aunt was married to Marius;®
his wife Cornelia!? was the daughter of Cinna.'® During
Sulla’s proscription,'® he refused to divorce!” his wife at the
bidding of the dictator,’® and only the intercession!® of
powerful friends saved his life. Sulla detected the char-
acter of this youth of eighteen years, and declared, “There
is more than one Marius hid in him.20”

While on his way to Rhodes? to study oratory,?? he was
taken prisoner by pirates,?® but he acted more like their

1Rome (rom), £ ¥;. 2Poverty, §§ Z. °2With a good namo—
adjective phrase, modifying the noun ‘poverty.” 4Physician
(fi-zish’dn), Py # & o4-. ° Offering to poison the king—participial
phrase, modifying the noun “physician »”  6The indignant Roman
general, }} Fabricius, Indignant, %% %% 49. LTraitor, 45 B (48
phy*ician) 8In irons, £% ¢E—adjective phrase, modifying the noun

“traitor.” °This, $#§ sending the traitor back in irons — 3i.
10 From 1t> course—adverbial phrase, modifying the infinitive verb
“to turn.” M Julius Csar (j6o’li-is sé'zdr), J& & K 4§ (100-44 B,
C.). 1A patrician =though he was a patrician (pd-trish’dn), ¥ &
#t . 12 Marius (ma'ri-ts), § & K 4§ (1677-86 B. C.), 4 Cornelia
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HMERRGERER ETRBEENE
(kdr-n&’li-a), 4 F 4. '3Cinna (sin‘d), F2 % 3L 2¢ 'W &. ¢ During
Sulla’s proscription--adverbial phrase, modifying the verb “refused.”
Sulla’s proscription, B & #1 5% B A + = 4E, Sulla H} 4F 3 B,
% 3% Marius, JF 3% 3 3 #1 5T 62 A Sulla (sild), 2 § =
dictator (138~78 B. C.). '7Divorce (di-vors’), g2 . I8 Dictator
(dik-tater), ¥ B 1 47 ¥ Hi 2 ¥ 4 " Intercession, §§ &
* Hid in him—participial phrase, modifying the noun “Marius.”

1t Rhodes (r6dz), /) B 4§ B3 ¥4 7§ 32 & 4. 2 Oratory, i 23 58,
3 Pirates, i ¥.
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leader than captive, and, on being ransomed,! headed a
party which crucified? them all.

Having been elected pontiff® during his absence at the
East,* he returned to Rome.® He now became in
succession® quamstor,” wdile,® and pontifex maximus.?®
His affable manners and boundless generosityl® won all
hearts. As =dile, a part of his duty was to furnish amuse-
ment to the people, and he exhibited three hundred and
twenty pairs of gladiators,'* clad in silver armor.!? His
debts became enormous, but his popularity*® was unbound-
ed. At the termination of that office, he secured an ap-
pointment as prator.* According to the custom, a pretor
might obtain a province. He selected Spain,’® and there
he recruited'® his wasted fortune,' and gained some mili-
tary prominence.’® He then came back to Rome, defeat-
ing all his enemies in order to enter the city and stand for
the consulship. This gained,® his next step was to secure
a field where he could train an army, by whose help he
might become master of Rome.

It is a strange sight, indeed, to witness this spend-
thrift,2® fighting at the head of his legions,?! swimming
rivers, and climbing mountains,—the hardiest of the hardy,
and the bravest of the brave. _

But it is stranger still to think of this great general and
statesman as a literary man.?? Even when riding in his
litter® or resting, he was still reading or writing, and often

10On being ransomed=as soon as he was ransomed—adverbial
phrase, modifying the verb ‘“headed.” Ransomed (rén‘siimd),
il #. ?Crucified, 4 7% # - <8 2. ° Pontiff (pdn'tif), 52 7] &.
tEast, B % (38 i ). °Rome (rdm), & %. ©In succession, L}
#—adverbial phrase, modifying the verb “became.” 7Quastor
(kwes'tor), & F5 ] B . °Adilo (0'dil), 3 J5 B2 3% AL 55 B 2 4R
2 W E. °Pontifex maximus (pdn’ti-foks mik’si-mis), X 4% &) K.
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1 Generosity, i . ! Gladiators. (glad’i-a- térz), % B AHZ
A. 2Clad (_clothed) in silver &rmor—pmtlupxal phrase, modifying
the ‘noun gladmtom ? Popularity, 5 % s . ' Prator
(pré’tor), i B 5 H ;;’ 15 Spain (span), P £ & '8 Recruited, W
#%. Y Fortune, i #&. '8 Prominence, B #; % #3. 1°This gained
=when he gained this=when he was appointed consul. 2° Spend- -
thrift, i % 5 i £ B} 4% %. * Legions (&jinz), W j& (4 = T
Bk T A). *Literary man, & 7 3¢ % 2 A. BLitter, j§ #.
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at the same time dictating! to from four to seven amanu.
enses.? Besides his famous Commentaries,? published in
the very midst of his eventful career, he composed works
on rhetoric and grammar, as well as tragedies,® lyrics,®
etc. His gtyle is pure and natural, and the polished
smoothness of his sentences gives no hint of the stormy
scenes amid which they were formed.®

Ceesar’s public life? was full of dramatic scenes® Before
marching upon Rome,® it is said that he stopped at the
Rubicon,9 the boundary between his province!! and Italy,1#
and hesitated long. To pass it was to make war with
his native country. At last he shouted, “The dieis cast!”13
and plunged into the stream.

When he had crossed .into Greece'* in pursuit of’® Pom-
pey,!® he became impatient at Antony’s!? delay in bring-
ing over the rest of the army.!® He, therefore, secretly
embarked on?® a fisherman’s vessel to return to Italy and
find out the cause. A tempest?® arose. The sea ran so
high that the man? wanted to turn back. Cesar proudly
said, “Go on boldly, man, fear nothing, for you have Casar
on board.”

Upon the plains? of Pharsalia,?® the armies of the two
greatest Roman generals?® met. Pompey’s troops, though
nearly twice as numerous as Caesar’s,® were defeated after

1Dictating, ) . ?Amoanuenses (d-min-ti-8n'séz), & % %.
3 Commentaries, S8 #; £F §3. ¢ Tragedies, 3R R ® Lyrics, 37 4§ -
¢ Amid which they were formed-—adjective clause, modifying the
noun “‘scenes.” 7 Public life, gk 33 24 YE. 8 Dramatic scenes, ol Bk
g 4 % % 4 82 % i °Marching upon Romo, i J2 5 3& B-
10 Rubicon (r5o’bi-kdn), &% K F 8 & Bt (Gaul) 8 H B 2w 4.
1 His province, 4§ Gaul; B} Cesar 3 Gaul & . Gaul 3} gol
B1taly (ita-li), 3 A FL Bk M &% 3R = 4. ?Thedie is cast=
The decision is taken, 7 1 2L H“RKER A" B "% & 8% b R
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BB LB WCreeco (grés), 35 B (B 4). Tn pursuit
of, 3 %. '*Pompoy (pdm’pi), & & X ¥ (106-48 B. C.). '7An.
tony’s (an-to'niz), 3z £ B 8. £ & JE. B B X ¥ (83-30 B. C.).
18 Tn bringing over the rest of the army —-ad]echve phrase, modify-
ing the noun “delay.” 1? Embarked on, % (#4). 2 Tempest, X ..
U Man, #5 ik K. 22 Plaing, 78 . 2 Pharsaha (far-sa’li-a), 7% B4
%. 2! Generals, $§ Cxosar 8 Pompey. 2° Thougll (they were) nearly
twice numerous as Casar’s (troops)—adjective clause, modifying the
noun ‘‘troops.”
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a scvere struggle. Their great leader! then made his
escape into Egypt,? only to be foully murdered there.
His head was severed from his body and brought to Cesar,
who turned aside from the bloody spectacle® and wept,
thinking that so mighty a warrior had met with so sad a
fate. He ordered- that thé . assassinst! be executed and
that fitting obsequies® be performed over the mutilated®
body.

After the war at Pharsalia, there still remained some
years of fighting. In Xgypt, Ceesar restored the dethron-
ed” Queen Cleopatra® to power, and thus brought the
" cmpire? into dependence on Rome. This, however, caused
a great deal of struggle between the Egyptians on one side
and Cesar and Cleopatra on the other. But such was the
energy which Casar showed that he soon conquered the
whole country.l® The news of his victory was sent to
Rome in three Latin words, “Veni, vidi, viei,”* which
mean, “I came, I saw, I conquered.”

Caesar was a very ambitious man; he desired the crown.
While passing through the streets one day,? he was hailed
king; but he cried out, “I am not king, but Cesar.” Still,
when Mark Antony,'® his intimatel® friend, at a festival,!®
offered him a crown, Ceasar seemed to thrust it aside re-
Iuctantly.’® Theire!” of zealous!® republicans!® was excited;
and, under the guise of?® a love of liberty, those who were
jealous of Cewsar or who hated him formed a conspiracy?®!
for his assassination.®?

1Teader, $#f Pompey. *Egypt (&'jipt), & Z (FE W B 4K)-
3 Spectacie, 5% M. * Assassins (d-siis’inz), B % % &) %, ° Ditting
obsequies (6b’sé-kwiz), & I B 2} 2 3£ 58 *Mutilated (ma'ti-lat-
&d), ik B2 42 2 A% 7 Dethroned, F% Zi Y. °Cleopatra (kl&-5-pd’-
tra), 32 % & B £ (69-30 B.C.). °Empire, § Fgypt. !°Country,
g Egypt. 11 Veni, vidi, vici (vé-nd’ v&-de’ vé-ki'), il T 42 &K €8 5
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came, I saw, I conquered.” *While (he-was) passing through the
streets one day—adverbial clause, modifying the verb “washailed.”
13 Mark Antony (mérk &n’to-ni), ¥ B K 4% (83-30 B. C.). *Inti-
mate, & Y fiyy. °Festival, 4 §f 2 %% &. ¢ Reluctantly, 3%
i g ek, ""Ire (fr)=anger. !%Zealous (z&lus), 34 . Y. !°Re-
publicans {ré-pitb’li-kdnz), =% 35 3t #i gk &% %K. 2 Under the guise
of, 3£ 1 #A. %! Conspiracy (kdn-spir‘a-si), [fj 5t B B 2 3. ?As-

------
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Brutus! and Cassius,? the leaders, chose the fifteenth
of the ensuing® March? for the execution® of the deed.®
As the day approached, the air was thick with rumors’
of approaching disaster.® A famous augm® warned
Cesar to beware of the Ides of March.!® On the way to
the senate house, he was handed a scroll’? containing the
details!® of the plot,’ but in the press!® he had no chance
to read it. If Cmsar had read it, it would have cost the
conspirators!® their lives and have saved his own!

When the conspirators crowded about Cmsar, no alarm
was caused, as they were men who owed their lives to his
lenieney,” and their fortunes!® to his favor.

Suddenly swords gleamed on every hand. Tor a mo-
ment the great soldier defended himself. Then, catching
sight of the loved and trusted Brutus, he exclaimed, “Xt
tu, Brute!”?® and, wrapping his mantle about his face,20
sank dead at the foot of Pompey’s?! statue.

The assassination happened in the year 44 B. C. when
Caxsar was only fifty-five years of age. But, to the great
disappointment of the “liberators,”?? his death could not
restore®® the republic. It served only to prolong®* the
disorder and strife?® within the Roman state. As Cicero?®
himself said, hearing the ncws, “The tyrant?’ is dead, the
tyranny?8 still lives.”

1 Bratus (brao’tus), ¥ % ¢ 18 R (85-42 B. C.). 2Cassius
(kash'i-is), ¥2 1% B4 4 32 (% 14 42 B. C)). 2 Ensuing=following.
$March, = j]. °Exccution, 7 7. ¢Deed, . 7 Rumors, 2% =.
8 Approaching disaster, 4§ B8 2 3. °?Augur (6'gir), b #H. °Ides
(idz) of March, = H- P R. Ides BREHA M=), b
bt Rzt RILBHEAZTEINZA 00
the way to the senate housc—adverbial phrase, modifying the
verh ‘was banded.” Senate house, ji 3 BE. !2Scroll, # iz.
13 Details, 3¢ 41 M 7. ' Plot=plan. ¥ In the press=in hurry.
16 Conspirators (kén-spir'a-térz), @ & B 4 Z A. 7 Leniency
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(16'ni-én-si), 5% z1; %2 B. 8 Fortunes, s¢ i, Y Et tu, Brute (5t
150, broo’teé)=you, too, Brutus! $f T 2. 2° Wrapping his mantle
ahout his face—participial phrase, modifying the pronoun ‘“he.”
Mantle, 4} 45. * Pompey’s (pom’'piz), 171 1% fY. Pompey, 52 5
K A% (106-48 B. C.). 22 Liberators, { Hy #{ (¥ B 3¢ ) Ceesar 4,
¥ 8 4 45 Liberators). 23 Restore, 4% #i; i $¢. ?!Prolong, I 1.
“ Disorder and strife, #§ L X § 8. 2° Cicero (sis'ér-6), 3 I§ ¥ i3
R, 5 AR, &3 4w (10643 B, C.). 2 Tyrant (i¥rdnt), &§ F;
% B, Tylanny (tir'd-ni), § B2 3%
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LIFE OF HORACE!

Horace (65-8 B, C.), “the wit? who never wounded,® the
poet who ever charmed,® the friend who never failed,?”
was the son of a freedman,® who gave his boy a thorough
Roman? education, and afterwards sent him to Athens.?
Here he joined the army of Brutus,® but after the defeat
at Philippi,'® he returned to Rome to find his father dead,
and all his little fortune confiscated.?® Of this he after-
wards wrote:

“Want!? gtared me in the
face;13 so then and there

I took to!* scribbling!® verse
in sheer despair.1®”

The proceeds'” of his poems and the gifts of friends
bought him a clerkship in the quastor’s department,!®
and made him modestly independent. Virgil'® introduced
him to Mecenas,?® who took him into an almost romantic
friendship, lasting through life.2? From this generous
patron?® he received the gift of the “Sabine Farm,”?® to
which he retired, and which he has immortalized®* by his
descriptions. He died a few months after his “dear knight
- Macenas;” and by the side of his princely friend, he was
buried on the Esquilline Hill.2%

1 Horace (hoér’ds), 2§ A 4. 2Wit, o F. 3 Wounded, {§ A 1%
£%. 4*Charmed, §] 38 8 #4. SFailed, 92 {§ A A. ¢TFreedman, £
B IR %2 AWK "Roman (ré‘mdn), # & #Y. ® Athens
(8th®nz), F #. ° Brutus (broo’tis), p§ BF 8 56 7 19 + M3 48 §)
F; Crsor 2 J& 3 3 1% 47 (86-42 B. C.). 10 Philippi (fi-lip)), 7 Jé
W ok 2 & 8. “Confiscated, g 4. ¥ Want, § F. Stared
me in the face, 3 T 3 5 B8, * Took to=began. ! Scribbling,
¥+ %In sheor despair, # K % & th—adverbial phrase, modify-
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ing the participle “scribbling.” 17 Proceeds, ¥ 2 Ff 1% 2 .
18 Quaestor’s (kwds’torz) department, B Hi #(. 19 Virgil (var’jil), 2
B X A (70-19B. C). )Mzxcenas (mé-sd'nds), 2 5 ¥t ih 22, 4
T g i‘.it E) 2 & (lived between 73 and 63-8 B. C.). 2! Lasting
through life, #& ¥ 5 ##—participial phrase, modifying the noun
“friendship.”  22Patron, | . **Sabine (s&’bin) Farm, [ ¥t 4.
Y Immortalized, fi 58 #5. 23 Esquilline (8s’kwi-lin) Hill, §& & b 4
2 — '
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Like Virgil, Horace reproduced in Latin! verse the forms,
and sometimes even the substance, of his Greek? models.
But what Horace borrowed he made his own by the added
beauty which he gave to it. The first work of Horace was
a book of Satire,® a series of witty poems exhibiting his
gifts of humor, good-fellowship, and good sense.t His
other famous poems are a collection of Epistles® written
in verse, and the Odes. The latter® is perhaps the most
admirable example of literary art to be found in any litera-
ture.

‘Horace is the poet of the golden mean.? His principles
are: Accept in contentment® the gifts the gods provide,
do not strive for an impossible happiness;® a cozy'® horne,
good cheer, and kind friends, will enable you to pass an
untroubled existence. Thus, his poetry presents the
commonplace! philosophy'? of the ordinary man. And
surely this philosophy has never had a more attractive
setting.1® ’

“THE ROMAN HOMERM

Virgil,1% the greatest poet of the Augustan Age,'® was
born in the year 70 B. C. He was educated at Cremona,?
Milan,'® and Naples!® where he devoted himself to rhetoric,2°
philosophy,?t and poetry. In 41, after the fall of the Re-
public, his small paternal?? estate?® was confiscated?* for

1 Latin (Iat/in), 7 T 2 0. 2 Greek (grek), 7 J 3¢ A4Y. 3 Satire,
1 %) 2%, % Goodcsense, b 7%. ° Epistles (¢-pis”lz), 35 L. ¢ Latter,
% Odes. 7Golden mean, sj1 jif 2 . °In contentment, 3§ J@—
adverbial phrase, modifying the verb “aceept.” °Impossible hap.
piness, 5 T 4k 1% 2 % fg. 1°Cozy, # i@ #). * Commonplace, 3
58 ay. 2 Philosophy, 3 #@. 3 Setting, 3 F%, #§ Horace §j}j 7§ 2

g, 1 The Roman Homer, 3 B B 2 % 8K, $§ Virgil, i Virgi



[

;I | 153

IR TR A0 Uk AR B A TR 8 4G, ok IR
ik 3, s N 363 A, R BT RE T AR 4% B
%, BRI LT 6, 4k S B A .
AR 2 B — 3 B RN RR A B R 2 A,
f: 5 2 W W 2 T, 2 1 T, 35 OB Sk R 2
U A 4 3, — 45 DL 3 4 0L 7 I — 4 4 UK.
R Ak S TR b R B 32 A
.
BHGBS—FE B E2EZHA 2R
B MRy, B KD 2k B R LR E,
9802 M, K ROAF 2 AN, B % 55 AR 2k B2
gHBmPzAE OBEA D H L HE M
WIHE B LRSS & RIEAEE AR

BE ZWE

Bk W R A, LA W1 R AR 20— R ER AL,
At VOB AC TR b H 4R 4RE i B R MR B
JBE &, K A, B R B N 3K, O I 0 R R, 5,
i WERTAE M+ — 8 g5 K3 E
B 8] 2 #8, vk IR 2 LM W B, B AR B 4Y, B RN AR

2 5 Bt Homor 3 “Iliad” % “Odyssey” 4 W % % 1 {i 4.
Roman £ r6'mdn; Homer $¥{ ho'mdr, 35 F 3% A (8 5% 87 Ju i 50
A). U Virgl (var’jil), 32 ¥ X EF A. ® The greatest poet of the
Augustan Age—noun phrase in spposition with the noun “Virgil.”
Augustan (6.gis’tdn) Age, ¥2 B #r A 4 ¥ Bk 4%. 17 Cremnona
(krd-mé'na), @A Fl # 4. 'SMilan (mi'ldn), KA # 3 4. °Na-
ples (na'p’le) & K F 1 4. 2°Rhetoric, % ] &. 2 Philosophy,
P . 22 Paternal, §il 4 &). *°Estate, i Z5; #) . * Confiscated
(konfis-kat-¥d; B kon-fis'kat-3d), F 4. '
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the benefit of the soldiery! which aided in the civil war
against Brutus? and Cassius.® But, later, through the
influence of his poetry, he won the warm favor of Mece-
nas,! the confidential® adviser of Augustus,® and through
the latter’s” intercession, the confiscated property was
restored to him. Presently the tall, slouching,® figure of
Virgil was seen among the brilliant crowds of statesmen,
artists, poets, and historians who thronged® the house of
the popular minister.1® He died in 18 B. C. In accordance
with his dying request, he was buried near Naples, where
his tomb is still seen above the Posilippo Grotto,1t

The three great works of Virgil are the “Kclogues,”1?
the “Georgics,”?? and the “Aneid.”* The “Eclogues” are
a series of pastorals,’® which are very close imitations of
the poems of the Sicilian'® Theocritus.'” In the “Geor-
gics,” Virgil extols!® and dignifies the liusbandman?!® and
his labor. The work, written after the model of the
“Works and Days” of the Greek poet Hesiod,?® was sug-
gested by Mecenas, who hoped by means of the poet’s
verse to allure®! his countrymen back to that love for the
art of husbandry which animated the fathers of the early
Roman state. This poem was written so carefully that
the author is said to have averaged?® but one line a day
during its composition.

1Soldiery (sol’jér-i), B [g. 2Brutus (br&o’tds), 2 K B £ 8] -
B 44, ¥ %) 3¢ Ceesar (8542 B. C.). 3Cassius (kish'i-us), & 1% ¥
i@ %, % I Brutus [{ 3 §) Cesar (2-42 B. C.). 4Mwzcenas (mé-
s&mas), P2 15 B R 22, e {318 3 S K (73 or 63-8 B. C.).
8 Confidential (kon-fi-dén’shdl), 3 {5 . ©Augustus (6-gus’tis),
BmE &R 28— it & %, byl Caius Julius Casar Qctavianus (63
B. C.-A. D. 14). ?Latter’'s=M=cenas’s. ©Slouching, =& B al; ¥
i A28 By, ?Thronged (thréngd), %¢ 4. '® The popular minister,
#4 Mwmcenas. 11 Posilippo (pd-s8-16'pd) Grotto (grdt’ds), I R 4.
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The “Aneid” holds a place among the world’s great
epics.! In this, Virgil was a close student of the ¢Iliad”2
and the “Odyssey,”® and to them he is indebted for very
many of his finest metaphors,? similes,® and descriptive
passages. It was originally written to please Augustus
whose ancestry® it? traces back to the “pious /Eneas’® of
Troy,? the hero of the poem. It is said that in his last
illness, Virgil, who had not yet polished his great work to
suit his fastidious!® tastes, would have destrqyed it but
for!! the entreaties of his friends. Now this work has been
translated into many languages and has been read by all
students of literature. With him none but Homer of
Greece is worthy of comparison.

“THE GREAT FIRE”

During the first century after tlfe Christian era,!> Rome®
produced a tyrannical emperor whose name was Nero.!
When he came to the throne,' he was only seventeen years
old; and it was fortunate for him to have for his preceptor!®
the great philosopher!? and moralist'® Seneca.’®* Under the
influence of his teacher and some other wise ministers, he
at first raled with moderation and equity.?® Gradually,
he broke away from their control and entered upon a ca-
reer filled with crimes of almost incredible enormity,?

1 Epics, 81 3 (81 3k 2€ 5 3 3 2 & #R). 2 Iliad (ilM.dd), 7 f&
TF B BF 3 i 2 —. °Odyssey (8d7isi), ¥ 5 B #H M ¥ 4.
4 Metaphors (mdt'a-forz), £ 53 £ vh 2 [3 v} #5 8 Jb.  ®Similes
(simi-18z), B Hs LR A 3R 2 4y Z #8258l ® Ancestry, jill
&, 7It, 3§ “Zneid” — Z§. 2 Pious Aneas (ém&’ds), B REK 2
£4 Til, 16 (5 Troy %% &% 8%, Aneas P F Italy, & 37 # 3. °Troy
(troi), /}h B9 40 #1 B % = & W8 4. '° Fastidious (fds-tid'i-us), ¥t
it 4F &9 7 Rk @, Y But for=were it not for, # k. 1% Christian



om0 B 157

CHEUE 5 BT — BF, SUIE R BK ok g AR AR b
SEIELG SR A R R SR R
FEA, B, UL AWM ZRIG AR ZFH 1B
B A, TE T S A 5B RIS 52 L O B
B P 2 JEME HE B 2 Y UR Y. RO R ISR
A N R E U ES L R
AR A A2 BTk A
BE L ER G A B E, 48 BF 2 S0 B K BT B AR
vk UG B MR 2 B S Jh, SRR R 2 JEE .

BB Ok KR
MeER T ZE LM BHEE—-FH 4
BJe#k feBemk el eAaREgR
BB ERMIK B Z . 8wk 3
MBEZZBW KR ZHHE BEZE R
RF. HEEWIRBENG LB AREZER
MEARMLBBAUMBBE AHALRSEE

(kris’chdn) era, B{ &% i 5G. !° Rome (rom), £ 5 (B 4&). ™ Nero
(n8'rd), & B & % (37-69). *Came to the throne, % 5. ¢ Pre-
ceptor (pré-sép’tér), f5. 17 Philosopher, #f £ 5. ® Moralist, 3 {&
#. 1°8eneca (s8n’s-ka), ¥ K IH B R (47 B.C~-A.D.65). 2 With
moderation and equity—adverbial phrase, modifying the verb
“ruled.” 2! Filled with crimes of almost ineredible enormity—par-
ticipial phrase, used as an adjective, modifying the noun “career.”

Incredible enormity, 3 X 8§ 4 A & 14,
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indulging himself in hunting for pleasures.! Not unfre.
quently, he appeared on the stage? as an actor or a singer
and even as a charioteer in the circus.®? Besides an artist,
he was also an expert in bloodshedding. His mother, his
wife, and his tutor Seneca were all numbered among his
victims.® At last the senate® took courage’ and pro-
claimed him a public enemy. To avoid capture the tyrant
stabbed® himself, exclaiming, “What an artist dies with
me!” '

Nero had a very good education. He was familiar with
the great poem of Homer,® which tells about the war of
Troy.'® Once Nero wished to enjoy the sight of a fire,
such as Homer describes when the Greeks!! became masters
of that city. He therefore gave orders that Rome should
be set afire. Sitting up on his palace tower, he watched
the destruction, played on his lyre,'* and sang the verses
about the fall of Troy.

A great part of the city was thus destroyed, many lives
were lost, and countless people were made poor; but the
sufferings!® of others did not trouble the monster'* Nero,
who delighted in seeing misery of every kind.

The new Rome which speedily arose was a much finer
city than the old, with wide, straight streets instead of
narrow alleys,!® and houses of good stone in place of wooden
hovels.’® Except for the loss of the temples and public
buildings, the fire was a blessing in disguise.l?

A large part of the burnt regionl® was appmpuated” by
Nero for the buildings and grounds of an immense palace

1 Indulging himself in hunting for pleasures—participial phrase,
modifying the pronoun “he.” 2Stage, $ &. °2Circus, 5 B 8
A% ‘In bloodsheiding——adjm tive phrase, modifying the noun
“expert.” ©Victims, $ 4 %; B %. °Senate, ju H Bi: 2 B
Bz. 7Took courage, 5% 4. s&tabbed ). °®Homer (hd'mér), #
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called the Golden House. As the emperor ensconced!
himself in its luxurious apartments,? he is said to have
remarked, “Now I am housed as a man ought to be.”

SENECA?

Seneca, the celebrated* Roman® philosopher,® was born
at Cordoba? about 4 B. C.  When a child® he was brought
to Rome,? where he studied rhetoric!® and philosophy,t
and rose to prominency!? as a pleader of causes.!* He
served as a senator' under the Emperor!® Caligula.’® But
in the first year of the reign of Caligula’s successor,!” he
was, for some cause or other, banished!® from Rome. Hav-
ing thus been in exile!® for some years, he was recalled by
the queen of Emperor Claudius, who intrusted him with
the education of young Nero.2

At fivst, as guardian?' of Nero, he exercised complete
control over the government, and with his assistance?? the
youthful emperor was able to rule in a fair and just man-
ner. Gradually, however, Nero broke away .from his
yoke,? but even then their friendship carried so far that he
wrote an essay in defense of the murder of Agrippina.?

Powerful as he was,? Nero was over head and ears® in
debt. He had no means to raise money.*” His precep-
tor,”® on the other hand,?® was immensely®® rich. Feeling

. lEnsconced (én-skdnst’), 3z J&. 2 Luxurious apartments, Ej g3

#5332 85, S Sencea (séné-ka), B B 1§ B % (47 B. C~A. D. 65).
¢ Celebrated (s81'é-brat-8d), ¥ 4 #%. °Roman (rd’mdn), 2 I 4.
8 Philosopher, 3% 4 #. 7Cordoba (kér'do-ba), s 4. ® When
a child=when he was a child. °?Rome (rom), ¥ B (Bl 4)
19 Rhetorie, f& F 4% ! Philosophy, #f #. ?!2To prominency—
adverbial phrase, modifying the verb ‘“rose.” 13 Plez}der of causes,
3 e b iR ff. 't Senator, 22 3% B. ° Emperor, 8 #. !¢ Caligula
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& 2, Claudius g k16’di-is). '8 Banished, E§ 3% iy &, ' In exile,
{# 1-—adverbial phrase, modifying the participle “having been.”
®“ Nero (né’rd), # & 5% F (37-68). 2 Guardian, {5 A. 22 With
his assistance—adverbial phraso, modifying the infinitive ‘‘to
1le.” 23 Broke away from his yoke, ff &2 3 £ . 2! Agrippina
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envious of! his wealth and plamning to confiscate? all
his property for his own use, the wicked emperor falsely
charged him with® treason,* and ordered him to take his
own life.

Seneca, then an old man,® met his fate bravely and
cheerfully. According to tradition, his young wife re-
solved to die with him and opened a vein® in her arm with
the same weapon with-which he had punctured? his own,
but Nero ordered her wound to be ligatured,® and thus
caused her much mental anguish.

Seneca was a disbeliever® in the popular religion of his
countrymen. His moral government!® was not very dif-
ferent from that of Socrates.!! He employed his restless
intellect in brilliant'? ethical essays,}® tragedies,!* and
instructive letters written for the public, and his teachings
were remarkable for their moral purity.

THE PUBLIC SALE' OF ROME!®

The Later Empire!” which covers the two hundred and
fifteen years from the accession of Commodus!® to the death
of Theodosius!® is, in general, a period of decline. It falls
naturally into two divisions: a century of military despot-
ism,20 lasting until the reforms of Diocletian®! (A. D. 284);
and a century of reorganized?®® and better government,
ending with the final division of the empire (A. D. 395).

1 Envious of, i ¥i. 2 Confiscate, ¥§ 44; #b i%. °Charged . ..
with, 84 . . . 2 . {Treason, 4 B 2 53. * Then an old man
—noun phrase, in apposition with the noun “Seneca.” ¢ Vein, [fi
%,  7Punctured, #). & Ligatured (lig’a-tird), @, 3% #§ I
$ Disbeliever, 33 {% #%. 1°Moral government, gl i & B [§ Z Bk
fi]. Socrates (sdk’ra-téz), F B K # 8 ® (469-399 B. C).
12 Brilliant, gk B 49, 12 Ethical essays, ;5 3 B ARG B HEH B
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The beginning of these troublous! times was marked by
a shameful proceeding on the part of the pratorians.?
Upon the death of Commodus, Pertinax,® 4 distinguished4
senator,® was placed on the throne; but his efforts to
enforce® discipline’ among the pratorians aroused their
anger, and he was slain by them after a short reign of only
three months. These soldiers then gave out notice that
they would sell the empire to the highest bidder.2 It was
accordingly set up for sale at the pretorian camp and
struck off® to Julianus,!® a wealthy senator, who promised
twenty-five thousand sesterces!! to each of the twelve
thousand soldiers at this time composing the guard. So
the price of the empire was three hundred million sesterces.

But these turbulent!'? and insolent'® soldiers at the
capital' of the empire were not to have things entirely
their own way, As soon as the news of the disgraceful
transaction!® reached the legions!® on the frontiers,!? they
rose in indignant revolt. Each of the three armies that
held the Euphrates,® the Rhine,’® and the Danube® pro-
claimed its favorite commander emperor. The leader of
the Danubian®' troops was Severus,?® a man of great
energy and force of character. He knew that there were
other competitors?® for the throne, and that the prize
would be his who first seized it. Instantly he set his vet-
erans? in motion and was soon at Rome. The pratorians
were no match for the trained legionaries?® of the frontiers,

1Troublous, £ #¢ #f. 2 Prwetorians (pré-toéri-dnz), 72 B % 8
£ 7% 2 #5 1%, % Pertinax (pin'ti-ndks), 72 B £ % 4. *Distin-
guished, 3 4 #f). °*Senator, 22 3§ B. ¢ Enforce, $ 47 K 47.
?Discipline, 8 #f. ®The highest bidder, jj 3% B: H f & & &.
®Struck off, ij ¥ B M %3, 1°Julianus (j6o'li-dn-is), & B & #
4. 1 Sesterces (s8s'térs-8z), ¥ % & ju 4. ** Turbulent, i§
¢y, 1®Insolent, §% O &Y. ¢ Cepital, % 4% 3§ &5 '° Transaction,
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and did not even attempt to defend their emperor, who was
taken prisoner and put to death after a reign of sixty-five
“days,

CADMON,! THE OLD ENGLISH? SINGER

Cedmon was a monk of Whitby.? At his time singing
and poetry were so familiar that, whenever a feast was
given, a harp? would be brought in, and each monk or
guest would in turn® entertain the company with a song or
poem to his own musical accompapiment.® But Cadmon
was not educated and could not sing. When, as he sat
at the table, his turn came, he would rise from the table in
shame, and go home, sad and lonely.? Yet he felt in his
heart that he would like to sing, not of battles and heroes,
but of the wonderful things that he had learned from the
abbess.8

One night he had gone out from the feast to the stables.?
Some of the guests had come from far, and their beasts
must be guarded against robbers. It was Cadmon’s turn
to watch them, and as he sat among them, sadl® because
he had no gift of song,! he fell asleep. .

In his sleep he had a wondrous!? dream. One stood by
him and called him by name. “Cedmon,” he said, “sing
me something.”

“I cannot sing,” the poor man replied; “indeed, I have
come out hither from the feast because T could not sing.”

“But you shall’® sing to me,”” said the stranger.!*

“What,” asked Caedmon, “ought I to sing?”’

1Cxdmon (kidd'min), ¥ 2% A 4. ? English (ig’glish), 2& B #%.
3 Whitby . (hwit'bi), 3¢ B M 4. ¢Harp, & 3§ 2. SIn turn, 3
t%. ¢ To his own musical accompaniment, §§ 3 = ¥#. ?Sad and
lonely—adjectives, modifying tho subject “he.”” 8 Abbess, §% ¥ Bz
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“Sing of the beginning of all things,” was the answer;
“ging of the Creation of the World.”

Then Cedmon began to sing words which came to his
lips' he knew not how.? In the morning, remembering?
part of what he had sung in his dream, he went to one of
the servants of the house, and told him about it.

He was taken to the abbess, who said, when she had
heard his poem, that his new power was the gift of God.
She told him a Bible story,* and when he came next day
with the story turned?® into verse, she asked him to become
a monk, and to give up the rest of his life to making poems.

So he went to live in the monastery,® where he was
taught the sacred stories,” and turned them into song.
There he lived to a great age,® and died at last peacefully
in his sleep. He was a good and humble man of whom all
were fond.

CHARLEMAGNE?

In the days when Rome!® was mighty,!! a people called
the Franks,'? or “free” people, lived to the south of the
Saxons.!* When the Roman Empire was falling into ruins,
these Franks began to attack Gaul'* and Germany? and to
settle down upon the lands which they had won.

About a hundred years later they were masters of North
Gaul as well as of much of Germany. In the course of timel®
QGaul became France;17 that is, the land of the Franks.

1 Which came to his lips—adjective clause, modifying the noun
“words.” 2He knew not how-—adverbial clause, modifying the
verb “came.” 2 Remembering—participle modifying “he went” 22
“he.” 4 Biblo (bi'b’l) story, ¥2 &8 1p 2 & #i. °Turned, 2§ 5.
§ Monastery (mdn’ds-tér-i), 5f B; 8 34 B%. 7 Sacred stories, ¥ £% s
2 & %. °To a great age—-adverbial phrase, modifying the verb
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“lived.” °Charlemagne (shar’lé-mén)=Charles (chérli) the Great,
4 A 742 48, . ¥ 814 4g. 1°Rome (rom), & . ! Mighty, 34 &.
i2 Franks (fragks), ¢5 BR 5% K %, *° Saxons (sdk’sinz), EE R
{8 “Gaul (go)), ¥ B 4 (B4 Z i W W A 6 X m k)

15 Germany (jar'ma-ni), § 3. % (87 & ). * In the course of time,
% 3. 1 France (frans), i ¥ P
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Emperor Charlemagne (or Charles the Great) was the son
of a very powerful man named Pepin,® who made himself
King of the Franks. Pepin died in the year 768, and then
Charlemagne reigned? in his stead.

You must remember that France, as we now know it,
did not then exist. Charlemagne was King of the Iranks,
and he ruled over Belgium,® North Gaul, and the middle
of Germany. We must think of him as mainly a German?
king. The Germans® have always held that he was the
man who gave great glory and honor to their name.

In person, dress, and speech, Charlemagne was a true
German. XKeen to detect, apt to understand, profound to
grasp, and quick to decide, he impressed’ all who knew
him with a sense of his power. Like his rude ancestors®
of centuries before, he was hardy in his habits, and un-
concerned about his dress; but, unlike them, he was strictly
temperate in food and drink.** Drunkenness he abhorred.®

His greatest pride was in his sword, Ji oyeuse,!® the handle
of which bore his signet,!! and he was wont to'2 say; “With
my sword I maintain all to which I affix my seal.’3”

Generous to his friends,!? indulgent to his children,1® and
usually placable!® to his enemies, his only acts of cruelty
were perpetrated!” on the Saxons. They, true to the Teu-
tonic!® passion of liberty, for thirty-three years fought and
struggled against him; and, though by his orders forty-five
hundred were beheaded in one day, they continued to rebel
till hopelessly subdued.}®

i Pepin (pdp’in), £3 Ef ¥ 3, gy Charles the Great 2 2 (1-768).
2Reigned, 74 . aBelglurn (bel’ji-tim), M FJ BE. ¢ Gorman (jor’-
mdn), § H % 4. °Germans (jar'mdnz), B I & A. ¢ Their
name, g “Germans.” 7Impressed, §#f 4 ... Z El 2. ®Like his
rude ancestors—adjective phrase, modifying the pronoun “he.”
Ancestors, i 4. . ® Abhorred, 18 B; . °Joyeuse (j&'yli-s8[1)),
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¥¢ &) #4. Y Signet (sig'nét), FJ Zi. 2 Wont to==accustomed to.
IS Affix my seal, Jij Ep 3F 77 X BD B 38 4 #. * Generous to his
friends, ¥} & A 1§ #£. °Indulgent to his children, # % F 4.
$ Placable, ¥ #1. 7 Perpetrated (plr'pé-trat-éd), 4 &; B &E.
18 Teutonie (ti-tén'ik), 4 48 (Touton) B & #y. (Teuton JY ti‘ton,
% W B B). ' Subdued, 4E BR.
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CHARLEMAGNE! AS A WARRIOR?

Charlemagne’s long reign of nearly half a century was
filled with military exjeditions® and conquests,? by which
he so extended the boundaries® of his dominions® that they
embraced a large part of western Europe.”

Among the first undertakings of Charlemagne was a
campaigh against the Lombards,® whose king Desiderius®
was. troubling the Pope.l® Charlemagne wrested!! from
Desiderius all his possessions, shut up the unfortunate
king in a monastery,’? and placed on his own head the
famous “Iron Crown’ of the Lombards.

In the year 778, Charlemagne gathered his warriors for
a crusade!® against the Mohammedans! in Spain.’® He
crossed the Pyrenees!® and succeeded in winning from the
Moslems!? all the northeastern corner of the peninsula.!®
These lands thus regained for Christendom!® he made a
part of his dominipns, under the title of the Spanish
March,?®

But by far the greater number of the campaigns of Char-
lemagne were directed against the still pagan? Saxons.??
These people were finally reduced to permanent submis-
sion®® and forced to accept Charlemagne as their sover-
eign?* and Christianity?® as their religion.

On Christmas Day,?® A. D. 800, as Charlemagne was bend-
ing in prayer before the high altar®” of St. Peter’s?® at

1 Charlemagne (éhﬁr’lé-mﬁn):Charles the Great, 7§ Z |5 & B
£3 %% (742-814). *Warrior, B 4-. 3Expeditions, §§ 4E. *Con-
quests, Ef, §. ° DBoundaries, i 54. ¢ Dominions, §§ 4-. 7 Europe
(@'ritp), Ek #{. °Lombards (lém’bérdz), K #{ = — & B ¥
® Desiderius (dés-i-da'ri-us), 5 B B B 3 4 (756-774). 1°Pope
(pop), ¥ £1. 1 Wrested (rést’éd), 3% F. 2 Monastery, 3§ pr.
13 Crusade (krgo-sdd’), 4+ & §H. ¢ Mohammedans (m&-ham’éd-dnz),

i % #. 2°Spain (spén), ¢4 2% ¥ (B 4). °Pyrcnees (pir'é-ndz),
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#%. % Peninsula (pén-in’sti-la), 4> &. 1° Christendom (kris”’n-ddumy),
#s 3L %z . *°Spanish (spin‘ish) March (mérch), V5 gt 5* €§
.. 21 Pagan (pd‘gdn), #¢ S # 0. 22 Saxons (sik’sanz), fzf % i
B & Permanent submission, 7 A Z 1 L. 24 Sovereign, (s6v’-
ér-in), 55 ¥; £ . 2 Christianity (kris-chi-di-ti). & & #
26 Christmas (kris'mas) Day, K ik %2 2% g . ¥ Altar (61'tér), i KE; %%
3. 28 8t. Peter’s (sant pd'térz), L $f ¥ 2. St. Peter, K £k tq .
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Rome,! Pope Leo? unexpectedly placed on his head the
crown of the Ceesars.® The Western Empire was thus re-
stored; the old empire was finally divided; there were two
emperors—one at Rome, and one at Constantinople;* and
from this time the Roman emperors were “Kings of the
Franks.s”

CHARLEMAGNE® AS A RULER

Charlemagne must not be regarded as a warrior merely.
His most noteworthy? work was that which he effected®
as a legislator® and administrator.!® In this field, too,
were exhibited!* the finer qualities of his masterful per-
sonality.’? 1In building up his great empire, Charlemagne
practiced much cruelty and unrighteousness; but over this
empire, once established, he ruled with the constant so-
licitude!® of a father.

Among the characteristic!* institutions'® of the Empire
was the Diet,!® or General Assembly,'” which held a meeting
every year in the spring. At these gatherings there took
place an interchange of views between Charlemagne and
the assembled freemen!'8 of the realm.® The relation of
the Diet to Charlemagne is well shown by the words once
he addressed one of the meetings: “Counsel®® me,” he
said, “that I may know what to do.”

Education was a matter to which Charlemagne gave
zealous?! attention. He was himself from first to last as

1Rome (ydm), §Z ¥. 2Pope Leo (pdp 18'0), ¥ & 4. *Cwmsars
(s8'2arz), 92 & B % 2 #5. * Constantinople (kén-stin-ti-nd’p’l), gk
W R 24 (B E % BZ R, ° Franks (frigks), £ R
# A. ¢Charlemagne (shiir’lé-mian)=Charles (charlz) the Great, f§
F& B % B £ % (742-814). " Noteworthy, 4 J& i & 2 of ifi 4%

B 3. ®Effected, J§ 5i; 2t JR. °Legislator, (1&)'is-1a-tér), 37 ¥ K.
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19 Administrator (ad-min‘is-trda-t&r), 47 g% . ! Exhibited, FA B,
12 Masterful personality, fff #A A b Z 4% 1%. !° Solicitude, f§ Ej
& J%. ¢ Characteristic (kir-ak-tér-is’tik), 4§ £ #y. *° Institutions
(in-sti-tu’shinz), 41 #&. ¢ Diet (di’ét), 3§ €. 7 General Assembly,
& B @ 3% *Freemen, f fif K. ° Realm (r8lm), §. *°Counsel,
$§ 3. *Zealous (28l'is), £k . /Y.
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diligent a student as his busy life permitted. Distressed
by the dense ignorance all about him, Charlemagne labored
to instruct his subjects, by the establishment of schools
and the multiplication! and dissemination? of books
through the agency of the copyists of the monasteries. He
invited from England the celebrated Alcuin,® one of the
finest scholars of the age; and with his help, he organized
what became known as the Palace School, in which his
children and courtiers* and he himself were pupils.

Besides this court school, Charlemagne organized at
Paris® the first university® and established academies?
throughout his dominions. He required that every monas-
tery which he founded or endowed should support a school.

Charlemagne died in 814. He has been pronounced®
the most imposing® personage that appears between the
fall of Rome and the fifteenth century. ‘“He stands
alone,” says Hallam,10 “hke a beaconu upon a waste, or a
rock in the broad gcean.’

ALFRED! THE GREAT

King Alfred was as great in peace as in war. No king
before him, and few kings after him, did more for the real
happiness?!® and welfare* of the people.

He drew up'® a book of laws for the protection of life
and property.’® Men who did wrong were severely pun-
isked,!? but no man was put to death'® for his crime.

1 Multiplication (mul-ti-pli-kd’shen), 37 %. 2 Dissemination
(di-sém-i-né'shiin), 3% (&; B i%. ° Alcuin (Al'kwin), 38 B g 8 R
(735-804). 4 Courtiers (kort’ydrz), $§ [i. ° Paris (piris), P £ (4:
B 3 #). ¢ University (d-ni-virsi-ti), &k & . 7 Academies
(d-kdd’é-miz), ¥ B th 8 &% ¢ Pronounced, £ 4. °Imposing,
A OB W ﬁ & &Y. °Hallam (hal'dm), 3¢ B EF B % & #
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gE—adjective phrase, modifying the noun “laws.” 1 Severely
punished, 2 B} 2% §l. '8 Put to death, g 3E.
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" Respect for Alfred’s law! was o great that people said,
if apples of gold grew beside the public highway,? a man
might walk the country from end to end and not dare to
‘steal them.

Alfred showed great favor to® men of learning. He
wished all his people to learn to read. He was himself
anxious to learn all that he could, and invited a learmed
bishop* named Asser® to come to live with him and be his
teacher. _

Asser taught Alfred many things, and among them, the
Latin® language. When Alfred had learned Latin, he set
about translating? Latin books into English for thc use of
his people. He made a translation of a history of the
English church, the “Ecclesiastical® History of England,”
written by a learned monk named Bede.?

Alfred is said to have invented' a clever way of telling
the time, for there were no clocks!! or watches!? then., He
noticed how evenly!? the candles, used in his palace and in
the churches, burnt down,'* and he found out, by careful-
trial,’® the size of a candle which would burn exactly three
inches in an hour.

Then he ordered!® a large number of these candles to be
made, each of them one foot long. They were marked
off in inches,'” so that each inch of candle lasted twenty
minutes, and each candle lasted four hours.

By taking care that'® such candles were always kept
burning, he made it possible to know exactly how the

‘c

1 For Alfred’s law—adjective phrase, modifying the noun “re.
spect.” 2Highway, i i#; A & °Showed great favor to, {& &
§i. 4Bishop (bish’ip), K 2% 7] £&; % @ 2 B &. 5 Asser, (as'r),
% 45 Alfred 4 (% (7-909). ¢ Latin (Jat'In), §f T 3¢. 7 Translating,
£% #t—verbal noun, object of the preposition “about.” & Ecclesias-
tical (¢-kle-zi-as'ti-kal), % @4 ). ° Bede (béd), 5% 4 Beda (bs'dd),
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B B A % 62 8 SR EE (673-7385). 1° Tnvented, 2 §]. 11 Clocks,
BE £5. 12 Watches, By §&. ¥ Evenly, 5 2% JE ) i, " Bumg
down, #} #&. By careful trial, 3§ {fi 3t ER—adverbial phrase,
modifying the verb “found.” ¢ Ordered, #r 4. !"Marked off in
inches, 4 7} fz — 8l §%. *By taking care that .. . .—adverbial
phrase, modifying the verb ‘“made.”
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time was going.! This was a great help for those wha
had work to do. ’

This great king is sometimes called the Father of the
British navy,? for he spent great pains in building ships
which drove away the Danish fleets.?

In 901, the great king’s useful life came to a peaceful
end. As he lay on his deathbed,* he called to him his son
Edward,® a young man who had many of his father’s fine
qualities.

“Thou, my dear son,” said the dying king,® “set thee?
now beside me, and I will deliver to thee true counsel.®
I feel that my last hour?® is nigh,'® and it is time for us
to part.”® I go to another world, and thou art to be left
alone to hold all that which I have held to this time.’? I
pray thee, my dear child, to be a father to thy people.1?
Comfort'* the poor,'® protect and shelter'® the weak,1?
and, with all thy might,'8 right that which is wrong. Then
shall the Lord! love thee.”

So King Alfred passed away.? He was fifty-two years
old. His body was buried in the cathedral®! at Winches-
fer,?? and his kingdom passed peacefully to his son.

Alfred’s people loved and admired him: he was so calm??
and patient,? so earnest? and sincere,?® so eager?” to please
them and to do them good, and so careless of his own
pleasure.?8 Afterwards he was known as Alfred the Great.

b

1How the time was going—noun clause, object bf the verb
“know.” 2Father of the British navy, 3& B i ¥ 22 5 fll. ®Danish
(dan’ish) fleets, J3- s 1% K. *Deathbed, pi 3% B B\ 2 }. ° Ed-
ward (éd’wérd), % F. ¢Dying king, p5 #2 2 B T, §& Alfred.
?Set thee=you sit. &True counsel, ft 4%; B 2. ? Last hour, 3j
#1. °Nigh=near. For us to part—adjective phrase, modifying
the noun “‘time.” 12To this time, 2 4-. 13 Father to thy people,
E ABRER W I YComfort, 22 . 15 The poor=the poor
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peeple. 16 Shelter, {% 5. 17 The weak=the weak people. ¢ With
all thy might, 3 j&% & Jj—=a verbial phrase, modifying the verb
“right.”’ 1°?Lord, | 7%. 2° Passed away, 3£. 2! Cathedral (ké-thd’-
drdl), J¢ # #%. 22 Winchester (win‘chés-tér), 3t B} 4% 4.  ** Caln,
$i #3. 2 Pationt, %, §}. 2° Earnest, 7% #. 28 Sincere, i1 Y.
¥ Fager, 4 if». 23 Careless of his own pleasure, < i @ T, % 1k 4.
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WILLIAM! THE CONQUEROR?

After the decisive® battle at Hastings® on October 14
1066, Ingland® came under the complete control of Wil-
liam, duke® of Normandy.” On the following Christmas
Day,® he was crowned king by an English® Archbishop.2¢

When - those who rose against him were overcome,
William seized their lands and gave them to his knights.'2
On these estates'® they set up great castles'* of stone, in
which they lived and from which they held the people in
bondage.!?

The people had every reason to be sad, especially in the
north of England. When they rose against William, he
marched north, burned villages, houses, and crops, killed
the cattle, and turned much of the land into a desert.1®
Over one hundred thousand persons are said to have died
of hunger and cold?” during the following winter.

William was very fond of hunting. We are told that he
loved the great deer as though he were their father. He
made hunting the deer a royal sport,!® and put out!® the
eyes of those who dared to hunt a deer without his consent.-

Cruel and harsh as William was,?® he did a good work for
England. The old history book of the time says: “We
must not forget the good peace that he made in this land,
so that a man might travel over the kingdom with his
bosom full of gold and yet receive no hurt. And no man
durst?! slay another man, though he had suffered much

1 William (wil’yam), 32 B B E (1027 or *28-1087). 2 Conqueror,
CBf B %, Decisive, Pt 2 I & af). ¢ Hastings (has'tingz), 3 B
#h 4. °England (ig’glind), 3% Ej. °Duke, & §§. 7 Normandy
(nér'mdn-di), ¥ B Jb 3% 2 #1 4. @ Christmas (kris'mas) Day, 42
S H (= =% B) °English (ip’glish), 25 B 4. ° Arch-
bishop (irch’bish’ip), -k £ ] &. 1! Overcome, 3% Aft. *Knights
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]} 1. '°Estates, gg 3. ¥ Castles, % &. 51In bondage, K §#§—
objective complement of the verb “held.” 1% Into & desert—objec-
tive complement of the verb *“‘turned.” 17 Of hunger and cold—
adverbial phrase, modifying the verb “died.” 18 Royal sport, B =F
Z ¥ B2 1° Put out, #5; $ 2. 2° Cruel and harsh as William was
=though William was cruvel and harsh—adverbial clause, modify-
ing the verb “did.” 2! Durst=dare.
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evil from the other.” In many ways the coming of the
Normans! was good for England.

The great conqueror came to a miserable end. In his
later years his sons fought against him; and now, grown
fat and heavy,? he made war upon a French® king who
mocked* him. As he rode over the embers® of a town
which he had burned, his horse stumbled® and threw him
against the high peak of his saddle.”

He died soon afterwards; and before the breath was out
of his body, his servants plundered® the death chamber
and left his body bare on the floor. Such was the end of
the man who gave England its line® of Norman kings!

RICHARD? OF THE LION HEART*

In the Third Crusade,!® three of the great sovereigns?® of
Europe!t took part. The central figure!® among them was
Richard of England, known as the “Lion Heart.,” He was
a big, handsome, fair-haired, blue-eyed man who loved
fighting and adventure.!® His name still lives in song and
story as the very pattern'? of a noble knight.18

Richard was the fifth king of England after William
the Conqueror.'® As soon as he became king, he began to
prepare for the Crusade. In August, 1190, his ships set
sail from a great port in the south of France.

On arriving in Palestine,?® Richard, by his wonderful
bravery and strength, struck terror into the hearts of his

1 Normans (noér'mdnz), i & A. 2 Grown fat and heavy—par-
ticipial phrase, modifying the pronoun “he.” 3 French (frénch),

H: B ). “Mocked, i3 3. °Embers, §f $#. ¢ Stumbled, }g 4p.
?Saddle, [ #;. & Plundered, 3y &]. °Lino, ffi #; & #. °Richard
(rich’ard), 3% E 4 (1157-1199). 1 Lion heart, # L» &1 %5 %.
12 Third Crusade (kroo-sad’), 85 = & {1} 4F 2 - 27 3¢ (1189-1192).
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— TR xPREBERZRIK A B (1027 or '28-1087).
2 Palestine (pal'ds-tin), 3 4, 76 2% F) 0 = ¥ .
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enemies. He took part in the siege! of Acre,® where
Saladin,® the great leader of the Turks,* was forced to
surrender. The king of France® then returned home,
leaving Richard to advance alone to Jerusalem.® The
English? king came within sight of the sacred city,® but
had to retire without capturing?® it.

On his homeward way Richard was wrecked on the
shores of the Adriatic Sea.’® Dressed as a merchant, he
tried to pass through Austria.’’ The gloves in the belt
of his page, however, showed that he was a noble, and he
was seized and handed over to Leopold of Austria,’? who
sold him to the German!® emperor for £60,000. He was
loaded with chains and thrown into prison, where he lay
for many months.

Richard had always been fond of singing songs of brave
knights and fair ladies, and the minstrels!* were his bosom
friends.’® One of them, named Blondel,'®* wandered all
over Germany® from castle to castle to seek for him.

Singing one day'® a song of Richard’s beneath a small
window in a castle wall, the minstrel heard the voice of
his master faintly echoing the song from within. Over-
joyed at hearing once more the well-known voice, Blondel
hastened to England with the good news that he had found
the king’s prison. A large sum of money was at once
raised to buy the king’s freedom.

When Richard came back to ¥ngland, he found that
his brother John,® with the help of the French King,20 was

' Siege (=8j), [E] 3%¢. 2 Acre (8'kér, By 8'kér), 43 F] Wi & & 1 4.
3 Qaladin (sdla-din), 4% F) @ °E (1137-1193). 4 Turks (tarks), 4
¥. # A. °®France (frans), ¥ J 7. ©Jerusalem (j¢-r56’sq-1ém),
4 A1 WS 4% %, WK BK (% 2k 2 $4. 7 English (in’glish), 3¢ B 8.
8 Sacred city, ¥ 3%, g Jerusalem. ¢ Capturing, #§ K. !0 Adriatic
G-dré-divik =f dd-ri-) Sea, 5 4, £ &% A Fl 2 #. MAustria
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(6s'tri-d), #4 A #. 12 Leéopold (16'6-pdld) of Austria, 51 A #] I 2+
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15 Bosom friends, 4§ . 16 Blondel (blgn.dsl’), A 4. 7 Germany
(j6r'man-i), 4 E. '8 Singing one day .. . —participial phrase,
modifying the noun “minstrel.” !* John, (jén), 3% E 4 (11671-

1216). 20'With the help of the French King—adverbial phrase,
modifying the verb “was trying.”
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trying to take his kingdom from him. He forgave his
brother and began to make war on the French king.
While he was fighting in France, an archer! shot at him
and hit him in the breast.> The wound was not properly
treated and before long? Richard died.

He had won great renown,® but he had done nothing for
England. Nearly all his life had been spent overseas,*
and his people had been forced to pay much money for his
wars and his ransom.® They paid very dearly for his
fame as a Crusader.®

KING JOHN? AND THE GREAT CHARTER?

On a summer day, in the year 1215, a meadow near
Windsor® was the scene of an event which Englishmenl®
look back upon as one of the most important events in
their history.

The chief figure in the scene was a king—a king so bad
that no other king of England* has borne his name. It was
John, whose rebellion!? had broken the heart of his father,
Henry I1.13

John had been a bad son and a bad brother before he
became a bad king. He had done his best to get the king-
dom away from his brother Richard,! who had in his noble
way forgiven him.

And now, on this meadow of Runnymede,!s King John
was compelled, after sixteen years of misrule, to set his seal
to a charter which made Englishmen forever free.

1 Avcher, & %3. ? Before long, & A. 3Renown, %4 7. *Over-
seas, #i 4} B 4. °Ransom, | 8 & . ¢ Crusader, “}* 52 ¥ 3 #E.
?John (jon), 3% B F (11677-1216). 8 Great Charter, 3§ 4 Magna
Charta (még'na kar'td), X% %5, 3% B @ P 2 457,  * Windsor
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About him were grouped some of England’s greatest
men. There was Cardinall "Stephen Langton,? Arch-
bishop of Canterbury,? a wise and learned man, who loved
England well. There were Robert Fitzwalter* and Wil
liam Marshal,® great barons,® who were ready to use their
swords against the tyrant king. These men stood there
while John unwillingly put his seal to the Charter drawn
up’ by Langton.

How did this Great Charter make Englishmen free?
Firstly, it settled what the rights of the people were, and
showed thaf there were certain things which King John
must not do. Secondly, it remained for future ages to
refer to; whenever a king was inclined to act like a tyrant,
there was the Great Charter for the people to appeal to.
It was confirmed® many times by succeeding® kings, upon
it other charters of liberty were based.

It laid down the rule that the king could not demand
money from his people without the consent of the Council
of the Realm.1® It declared that no freeman should be put
in prison, or banished, or deprived of his goods until he
had been judged according to the law of the land. The
laborer’s tools!! and the merchant’s goods were as carefully
guarded as the wealth of the barons.

“To none will we sell or deny or delay right or justice
are famous words of the Charter. In short, it secured
liberty and justice for all the Englishmen—high and low,
rich and poor.

1Cardinal (kar’di-nal), k 3 # 2 B #. ?2Stephen Langton
(sté’vén ling’tin), 3t H A X ¥ 4 (1-1228). 3 Archbishop
{arch’bish’ip) of Canterbury (kan‘tér-bér-i), 3& B 11 M X ¥ =%.
‘Robert Fitzwalter (rdb’ert fits-wal’tér), 3% 5 B. S William
Marshal (wil’y@m mar’shdl), 3t B 53 8. ° Barons (bar'anz). 9 8.
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THE MAID! OF ORLEANS?

Tor thousands of years® the front? of the fair sex® has
never been pushed farther than the threshold® of the
home. But women are not at all destined? to be good moth-
ers and faithful wives. There are exceptions. In China
we have Mu Lan® and Liang Hung-yu.® In the west'® we
have a little girl of seventeen who played the réle of!! a
savior!? and did great deeds such as few men had ever done
or attempted.

Once an English?® duke laid siege to'* the town of Or-
leans. For months the Frenchmen made a stout!® de-
fense, but could not drive him away. All the attempts of
the Frenchmen to relieve QOrleans had failed; it scemed that
the town must give in.2® At this serious moment a savior
came from the fair sex, almost as by a miracle.}?

Joan of Arc!® was her name, but sometimes she was also
called the Maid of Orleans. She was the daughter of a
poor peasant. Being brought up in a quiet country vil-
lage, she was very ignorant. She could neither read nor
write, but she was gentle and good. Her mother taught
her to pray, and she loved to sit and dream, and think over
the stories of angels!® which she had been told.

As she grew older, stories of the horrors®® and miseries®
caused by war filled Joan’s simple mind with sorrow. By
and by, her own village began to suffer, and she became
more and more sad. She felt great pity for the realm of
France.2?

1 Maid, s> %. 2 Orleans (6r-13-ax’), ¥ Bl #% 4. °For thousands
of years—adverbial phrase, modifying the verb “has been pushed.”
1Front, 5¢ W; %% 5 4 [@. °Fairsex, & F. ©Threshold, /4 {&.
?Destined, 3¢ . 3Mu Lan, k B, & F %4, ¥ 0 X # ¥
*Liang Hung-yu, 3 4 ¥, 5 8% it B X A, ¥ B it /8 i 1E R
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Suddenly she began to hear, as she thought, voices in the
air. She paid little heed! to them at first, but one day a
voice said, “Joan/ you are called to live another life, and to
do marvelous things; for it is you whom God has chosen to
bring happiness to France, and to render aid to King
Charles.?”

Joan went to a great captain’® and she told bher story.
He laughed at her, called her a foolish girl, and bade her
go home to her parents. Joan sadly returned, but she still
heard the voices. By and by* her village was burned
and its church destroyed. Joan could wait no longer;
again she went to the captain, who this time paid more
attention to what she said, and at last agreed to send her
to Charles,

When she came to Charles, she begged him to give her
an army,® and allow her to go to Orleans. Charles thought
her requests® fit only to be laughed at. But at last his
doubts were overcome by the maid’s earnestness, and he
gave her a suit of white armor? and bade her go.

Clad in her armor, mounted on a white horse, and
bearing a white banner® embroidered® with lilies, Joan set
out?® with an army for Orleans. The rough soldiers ador-
ed! her, and for her sake they gave up some of thejr bad
habits and lived more decent lives.!?

When the English®® heard of her, they were overcome
with terror.’* They could not believe that any woman but
a witch!® would dare to engage in such a dangerous work,
and they were not there to fight against witches.

* Heed, 3§ ¥%. ?Charles (chailz), i B B} & (1403-1461). 3 Cap-
tain, g &ii. * By and by, 3% #p; sk #-—adverbial phrase, modifying
tho verb ““was burnt.” SArmy, f4 . ¢Requests, 35 5k. “Armor, jl
W, 8Clad (=clothed) in her armor, mounted on a white horse, and
bearing a white banner . . . —participial phrases, modifying the noun
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“Joan.” ?Embroidered (ém-broid‘érd), & (f& £{). 1°Sect out,
g3, 11 Adoved, # F£. 2 Decent lives, 1E ¥ &) A: 7% #1206 4 3%
13 English (inglish), #& B A. ¢ With terror-—adverbial phrasze,
modifying the verb “were overcome.” 1% Witch, % z.
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In a few days, the French! captured several of the Eng-
lish forts.2 A few days more, Orleans was saved. The
English had so lost heart® that they withdrew from the
place. Then Joan went to Rheims,* where Charles was
crowned. '

Unhappily® Joan did not return to her country home;
she remained with the soldiers, still leading and cheering
them, until by and by she was taken prisoner by the troops
of one of Charles’s enemies, and handed over to the English.
Those were cruel times, when terrible deeds were sometimes
done in the name of® religion. The English had Joan
brought to trial, and accused of being a witch. According-
ly she was condemned, and on May 30, 1431, in the market
place of Rouen,” Joan was burned to death. As she bent
forward and murmured® the name of Jesus® ere she died,
an Englishman standing by hung his head in shame. “We
are lost!” he said; “we have burnt a saint!”

THE LION OF THE NORTH!?

One Sunday morning, in the year 1520, a strange sight
was seen in that part of Sweden known as Dalecarlia.l!
The bells!? were ringing, and the workers in the copper
mines!® were wending their way to'* the church along with!®
their wives and children, when suddenly a young man
called upon them to listen to him.

e was a well-built young fellow, with light-yellow hair,
sharp eyes, and a rosy face. For some weeks past he had

1 French (frénch), 3 ] A. 2Forts, & %¢. 2 Lost heart, 3z ff3.
¢ Rheims (romz), i B M kM 4, B B A % E 7 0 88 2
M. 5 Unhappily, 3% sz—adverb, modifying the whole scentence
following. €In the name of, 1 . .. Z 4 #FH. 7Rouen (rway),
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been working in the mines; but though he was dressed as
a laborer! and toiled hard? with a pick® and a shovel,* his
comrades® felt sure that he was no ordinary working man.
They often wondered who he was and why he had
come amongst them.® They were now to learn.

A crowd gathered round the young man, and he began
to speak. He told them that his name was Gustavus
Vasa,” and that he had been put in prison because he had
striven to free Sweden from the Danes,® who then ruled
the country with an iron hand.® He had cscaped from
prison, and had been hunted from place to place as an
outlaw.1®

Then he reminded them that the Danish!! king was a
cruel tyrant,’? and that only a few months before he had
marched through the land, slaying and hanging, and rob-
bing the people of all that they held dear. ‘“Follow me,”
he cried, “and I will lead you against this bloodthirsty
Dane.’® Swear that you will never rest until Sweden is
once more free.”

The men of Dalecarlia had long been noted for their
love of freedom and their hatred of the Danes. Greatly
stirred by the brave words of young Gustavus,1* they rose
in arms, and before long had driven the Danish governor
out of the district. Other Swedes joined them, and Gus-
tavus led them on from victory to victory until, at the end
of three years, the land was free.

Gustavus was then crowned king, and he ruled wisely
ana well for thirty-seven years.

1As a laborer—adverbial phrase, modifying the verb “was
dressed.” % Toiled hard, Jij 5 1. 4. 3 Pick, #ili 5§ 7. 1 Shovel, §%.
5 Comrades, fij #. ¢ Wondered who he was and why he had come
amongst them=wondered that who. ... “Who he was” and “why
ho had come amongst them’-—noun clauses, used as objects to the
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verb “wondered.” 7 Gustavus Vasa, (glis-td’viis vi'sd), 28 -+ B £
(1496-1560). & Danes (dénz), §} Zs A. ° With an iron hand, j £
5, ¥11 Al 3% J1 b—adverbial phrase, modifying the verb ‘‘ruled.”
1 Outlaw, # 54 A 815 BT R 25 2 A. Y Danish (dan‘ish), J§ zs
Bl ay. 2 Tyrant, 5 F. 3 This bloodthirsty Dane, }#§ Danish king,
Bloodthirsty, §#.3% A #). ! Greatly stirred by the brave words
of young Gustavus-—participial phrase, modifying the pronoun
“they.”
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“UTOPIA™

“Utopia”—that is, “Nowhere”?>—is one of the most
famous books in English literature.? It tells us of a land
in which all people strive for? the welfare® of each other;
where all have to work for their living,® and no one has to
work too hard or too long; where all are taught in schools;
where alllive in good houses, with plenty of light, air, com-
fort, and cleanliness; where the law is always just and the
punishment fits the crime; and where every one has a
chance of living a useful and civilized life. Almost all
students of English know that the author of this book is
Sir Thomas More.” But do you know why he wrote it?

During More’s time, the king of England and his great
men thought too much of war and wealth and grandeur,®
but little of the happiness and welfare of the people whom
they govern. In order to draw man’s attention to evils of
his own country and to what might be done to remedy
them, More, by means of this book, shows an ideal common-
wealth?® in which it is a blessing to live.

Nowadays many earnest men and women, who are
influenced by!® this wonderful book, are working hard and
unselfishly to help the poor and the wretched, so as to
make the world a little more like the Utopia which More
has told us.

More was born in the year 1478, the son of a lawyer.
When young, he served as a page'! of Cardinal Morton.12
Being pleased with the boy’s wit and intelligence the car-
dinal used to say to his nobles dining at his table,!® ‘“This

! Utopia (t-to'pi-a), ¥ M Bl; K 3£ #8. * Nowhere, it & 2 #il,
p Utopia. 2 English literature, 3% B 3¢ &. ¢ Strive for, &
¥R .... 5Welfare, ] zt. ©Living, 2 3&. 7Thomas More
(tdm‘ds mor), 3% B ¥k 34 52 & 3¢ #E % (1478-1535). ® Grandeur
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(grin‘diir), 33 %% 5% #. ° Commonwealth, 3% | Bj. 2° Influenced
by, 52 ...2 & 8. 1Page, f§ %&. ** Cardinal Morton (mér'tsin),
e # k£ B # 3. 1 Dining at his table, [ § —participial
phrase, modifying the noun “nobles.” ' '
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child here waiting at the table, whosoever shall live to
see it, will prove a marvelous man.”

He was educated at Oxford' under John Colet? and
Linacre.® In 1523 he became speaker® of the House of
Commons.? After Wolsey’s® fall he was appointed lord
chancellor,” which office he filled admirably.  Upon his
refusal to acknowledge Henry’s® claim to be the head of
the Church, he was imprisoned, tried for high treason,® and
executed® in 1535.

He was the most upright judge of his time. He refused
to place his relatives in important positions, unless they
were the men best fitted for them. It was impossible to
bribe!* him, as some judges in those days were casily bribed.
Once a rich widow, in whose favor he had given a judg-
ment, sent him as a New Year’s present a large sum of
money inside a pair of gloves. ‘““Since it were against good
manners to forsake a gentlewoman’s New Year’s gift,” he
said, “I am content to receive your gloves, but as for your
money I utterly refuse.”

THE YELLOW PERIL!2

On the borders'® of China,!* in the northeast of Asia,ls
roamed a Mongol!® tribe known as the Tatars.!” They
occupy themselves exclusively with their flocks and go
wandering ceaselessly from place to place.’® The princes
as well as the lowest among the people arve all fed by the

1 Oxford (Sks’férd), 3& Bl Kk & 4. 2John Colet (jon kol’st), 3
Bl &% £3 (14672-1519). 3 Linacre (lin‘a-kér[?]), A 4. *Specaker, 3%
¥. SHouse of Commons, | % B 5% & B%.  ° Wolsey (wool‘zi),
3B R 2 ¥ X Bk 15 9 (147567-1530). 7 Lord chancellor, & #: &,
8 Henry (hén’ri), 3t B | E. ° High treason, J¢ ¥ -R ¥ 2 58 (4
8 B F %) YE=xecuted, $ 47 Sk 8. ! Bribe, fifj i. *The
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18 From place to place—adverbial phrase, modifying the participle
“wandering.”



204 SHORT SKETCHES FROM HISTORY

flesh of the animals whose skin they use for clothing.!
They respect nothing but strength and courage; age and
wealmess are condemned.

These people were very cruel. In the capture of a town,
the loss of a myriad? men was thought nothing. No place
could resist them. After a siege,® the entire population®
was massacred,® without distinction of old or young, rich
or poor, beautiful or ugly, those who resisted or those who
yielded.

These nomad® Tatars were united by and under Genghis
Khan,? one of their chiefs or khans.? He summoned all the
khans of the several tribes, and before them took the
title of emperor over all, declaring that, as there was only
one sun in heaven, so there should be but one emperor-on
earth. At the head of his tribes, Genghis conquered Man-
churia® and North China.l® Then he moved west. His
troops passed by the southern shore of the Caspian Sea,!1
and, crossing the.Caucasus,'? commenced the invasion of
Europe.?®

The march of such a host!'* could not be kept secret.
When the Russians'® heard of the approach, they, under
the leadership of Mstislaf!® the Bold, marched eastward
and met the Tatar host at the Kalka,'? a small river run-
ning into the Sea of Azofl® While the battle was at
its height, the Russian soldiers were seized by a panic and
were pub to rout. Six dukes and seventy high boyards!®
were left dead on the battlefield, and hardly a tenth of
the army escaped.

1Whose skin they use for clothing—adjective clause, modifying
the noun “animals.” ®Myriad (miri-dd), B; f 2. °Siege (s8j),
B 3¢ 3k #i. ‘Population, A O; — 1 F A R 2 2 §8. 5Mas.
sacred (mis'q-kérd), JF . ¢Nomed (ndm’dd), % 4k #j. 7Gen-
gbis Khan (jén’giz xan’), )X % Wi ¥ 75 #£ “Jenghiz Khan” (11627~
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After this, Europe was several times invaded by the
Mongols, until Russia was almost completely under the
Yoke of the Khans, For about one hundred years, they
ravaged! town after town. At last they won themselves
the title of the ‘“Yellow Peril.”

THE WOMEN OF WEINSBERG?

Conrad III3 baving been elected King of the Germans in
1138, wished to lessen the power of Henry the Proud,* and
ordered him to give up® Saxony,® on the ground that it was
unlawful for one prince? to hold two Duchies.® Henry re-
fused, and Conrad took both his Duchies from him, and
gave Bavaria® to Leopold,'® and Saxony to Albert,}t

War now broke out!? between Conrad and Henry the
Proud. But Henry the Proud soon died, and left a young
son, afterwards known as Henry the Lion.!* Conrad,
wishing to bring back peace, made Albert give up the
Duchy of Saxony to young Henry.

But peace was not then to be hoped. Count!* Welf,!
Henry the Proud’s brother, continued the war in Bavaria.
In 1140, however, Welf was deféated and took refuge in'®
Weinsberg, which had long been besieged!? in vain, but
finally yielded.

Conrad, upon the surrender of this city,!® resolved to
destroy it, but consented that the women might leave it

1 Kkavaged, i fi. % Weinsberg (vins’'b8rx), 2 B ¥ &. 3 Conrad
(kdn'rid) III, £5 B B F, # 1138-11562 4 [ & #, 2= ¥ 1093 4,
45 #1152 45, * Henry (hén’ri) the Proud, % B & §f 4. °Togive
up—infinitive used as a noun, direct object of the transitive verb
“ordered.” - ¢ Saxony (sik’siin-i), £ B #1 4. 7 Prince=duke.
8 Duchies (dich’iz), £+ B B 3 22 #1. ° Bavaria (ba-va'ri-d), f B
] 4. °Leopold (18°6-pold), 48 EH & B 4. * Albert (dl'bért), £
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2B 4. ?DBroke out, ¥ . 13 Afterwards known as Henry
the Lion—participial phrase, modifying the noun “son.” Henry the
Lion, #: JA 1129 48, 2% JR 1195 4. 14 Count, {4 §}. 15 Welf (wslf),
18 5. ®Tookrefugein..., 34 ¥4 # . ... ' Besieged, [§ 2.
18 Upon the surrender of this city—adverbial phrase, modifying the
verb ‘“‘resolved.”
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and take with them auch valuables as they could carry
on their shoulders. Next morning when the gates were
thrown open, to Conrad’s astonishment! there stumbled
out? a long line of women, each carrying her husband oz
lover on her back. The Swabian® king was so affected
by this touching scene that he not only let the women and
the men they carried with them escape but spared the
whole city.

FREDERICK* THE RED BEARD?

More than three hundred years after the death of Char-
lemagne,® or Charles the Great, there lived in Germany? a
great hero. His name was Frederick, and he was known as
the Red Beard because his beard was of that color.® He
was a handsome man, with a clear, white skin, bright eyes,
and a merry smile.

Frederick proved a worthy® successor to Charlemagne,
and his reign!® was one of the most brilliant in the annals't
of the German Empire.’? He wiclded?® the royal power
with terrible force, established order, controlled the dukes,4
and punished the robber knights.!’®> The phantom?!® of a
greater empire, however, allured!” him into Italy.’® Five
times this “German Sennacherib’® crossed the Alps*® with
magnificent armies, to be wasted by pestilence?! and the
sword.

1To Conrad’s astonishment—adverbial phrase, modifying the
whole sentence following. 2% Stumbled out, 8 ¥ jm . 2 Swabian
(swi’bi-dn), Jg} 74 Swabia #§. Swabia 45 Bavaria E ¥ 2 1 4.
¢ Frederick (fréd’ér-ik), # F 4 (11237-1190). °®The Red Beard,
1. ¥3 A—noun in apposition with the noun ‘“Frederick.” ¢ Charle-
magne (shar’lé-méan)=Charles the Great, #& 3 K % (742-814).
7 Germany (jar‘mda-ni), 4 5. 8 Of that color=of the red color—
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adjective phrase, used predieatively, modifying the noun “beard.”
® Worthy, 1 EE 0 47 £ iy 1°Reign, 7£ fir & 8 ' Annals,
1. 12 The German Empire, # % H. * Wielded, 47 1# (8 K f35).
1 Dukes, 4 . !* Robber knights, % ¥ 2 § . *° Phantom,
¥ #. Y Allured, ¥} #. 8 Italy, (it‘a-li), % & AL ¥ German
(jav'mén) Sennacherib (sé-néx’ér-ib), # B = 4 %% L. Sen-
nacherib 45 Assyria B E. 4% B 38 76 81 K B A 1 — 45 #F 21k
# Ml Ll %5 Frederick. 2°Alps (ilps), Bk ¥ Wi 45. * Pestilence,
.
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The Lombard! cities, being jealous of their independ-
ence,? leagued® against Frederick. Finally, after yeavs of
strife, the emperor, beaten on the decisive field of Leg-
nano,* made peace, and granted the Italians their muni-
cipal rights. After this, contentment and peace marked
the evening® of Frederick’s eventful life. He died in the
Third Crusade.®

The old German stories say that.he is not dead, bub is
sleeping in a cave amidst the hills. He sits at a stone table
with his six faithful knights? by his side. Already his
beard has grown through the stone. But he will sleep on
until the ravens® shall cease to hover about the mountain,
and the pear tree® shall blossom in the valley. Then he
will spring up, come forth from his cave, and make Ger-
many the foremost nation in the world.

THE LIFE OF SHAKESPEARE!

During Queen Elizabeth’s! reign there lived a man called
William Shakespeare—one whom Englishmen boast of as
the greatest poet the world has ever seen.

He was born in April, 1564, in a little town named
Stratford-on-Avon,'? in Warwickshire,!® the heart of
England.}* The boy was sent to a grammar school®® in the
town, where he learned among other things a little Latin.1®
Perhaps, like the boys he afterwards wrote about, he went
“with his satchel and shining morning face, creeping
like snail unwillingly to school;”'? or, like those other

1 Lombard ($m’biird), 3 1 8. {3 W18 — 15 R 12 4 R4 &
ik #8 BR 15 BE K K #J. *Being jealous of their independence-—
participial phrase, modifying the noun “cities.” 2 Leagued, B 51;
¥ 4. *Legnano (la-nya'nd), 3% & # # 4. ° Evening, Bg 4.
8 Third Crusade, # = =X -} & Hf (1189-1192). 7 Knights, 3 .
#Ravens, k5 1. °Pear tree, FI #}. 19Shakespeare (shdk’spér),
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4. Y Heart of England (in‘gldnd), 3¢ B 2 b &. . 1® Grammar
school, /h & §5.  ® Latin (1at'in), i 7 #¢. 17 With his satchel . . .
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boys he mentioned, sometimes played truant! and picked
blackberries? instead. He left school early, for his'father
fell into misfortune. 3y, What he did then® is not known;
but some people say that he helped his father. He cer-
tainly married when he was eighteen years old; and, not
very long after, he left home to seek his fortune! in the
great city of London.5

Now, in the guildhall® of his native town, plays had
sometimes been performed by traveling companies of
actors, Shakespeare had been present at some of these
performances, and heartily enjoyed them; for when he
reached London, poor and helpless,” he seemed to have gone
at once to the theater in search of work.® It is said that
he began by holding the horses® of the gentlemen who
came to see the play, and that he was so careful and polite
that his services were much sought after.l® He paid!!
boys to help him; and the gentlemen, as they rode up,!?
called out for “‘Shakespeare’s boys” to come and mind
their horses.

Then Shakespeare was taken inside the theater to assist
the actors, and by and by he became an actor himself,
Presently he began to show that he could revise and im-
prove the plays which were acted; and after helping other
men to write their works, at last he wrote plays that were
entirely his own. His poems and plays won him the favor
and friendship of great people.’®. .Several times he acted
with his company'® before Queen Elizabeth, who was
much pleased with his plays.

~ 1Played” truant, 3% %t 2 Blackberries, % F. *What he did
then—noun clause, subject of the verb ““is ., . known.” *Seek

his fortune, 2t #; 17 % #. °©London (lun'dun), & 2 2% B 5 .
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8 Guildhall, € £; 3% ¥ E5. 7 Poor and helpless=in a poor and
helpless condition. & 1In search of work, £ 4: . ? Holding tho
horses, FH 4 B K. '° Were much sought after, 3k 2 & # %.
1 Paid, 7 Ji. ®*Rode up, E} 1% Z §) Bz 8%. 1* Won him the favor
and friendship of great people, 15 HAABZERRK B
* Company, g F; — ¥ & R.
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By and by he became one of the owners of the theater;
and, being careful in business matters, he rose to a position
of ease and comfort. At length he was rich enough to
buy a large house in his native town; thither he returned to
spend his last years as a quiet country gentleman with his
family. He died on April 23, 1616, and was buried in the
church at Stratford.

COLUMBUS

Christopher Columbus,! the discoverer? of America,® was
born at Genoa? in Italy® in 1446. His father was a wool
comber. About his boyhood,® nothing definite is known.
But it is said that when the time came for him to choose a
trade, the boy declared that he longed? to be a sailor. So
he spent a rough seafaring life® until 1470, when he was
wrecked on the coast of Portugal® after a sea fight. He
escaped on a plank, and reached his brother’s house ab
Lisbon.® There he married the daughter of an old naviga-
tor,!* and he settled down in Portugal as a maker of maps!?
and charts.!3 .

Now Columbus had learned something of astronomy*
as well as of navigation;!® he had made many voyages
round the western coasts of Europe;!® he had talked with
travelers and seamen, and had read many books of travel.
What he had heard and read made him feel sure that the
earth was round and that there was land on the other side

1 Christopher Columbus {(kris’té-fér ko-lam'bis), 5 & 44, % 3 33
M Kk B #F (14467-1506). 2 Discoverer, B ¥, . °America
(@-mér'ika), % . *CGenoa (én'd-d), B A Al & ¥ Z #® 4
Sltaly (it'a-li), 3 ok ), Bk i %5 %% 2 ® 4. * Boyhood, > 4 #§
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14 Astronomy, K 3¢ 4. !° Navigation, i j#i 8. ¢ Europe, (i'rip),
B .



216 SIORT SEETCHES FROM HISTORY

of the ocean. He was filled with a longing! to discover it.
But he was not rich, and could not afford to buy ships and
pay crews to sail them. So he went to the king of Por-
tugal, and declared that if he were provided with ships
and men, he would find the eastern shores of India,? and
thus open up a way by which the wealth of the cast
could be obtained, without the cost and danger of journcys
by land.

But his ideas were thought absurd, and he did not obtain
the help he wanted. Nothing daunted,? he tried elsewhere.
He sent letters to Henry the Seventh?* of England,® asking
for his assistance; but the letters never reached him. He
then applied to a powerful duke in Spain,® who sent him

- to the good Queen Isabella? of Castile.® She received him
with favor, but her counselors advised her not to give
money to him.

Disappointed butb not discouraged,? Columbus tried again
and again to get what he wanted; and at length, after
seven weary years,:the queen agreed to fit out an expedi-

" tion at her own expense. Columbus was made an admiral,?
and was promised a reward if he were successful in dis-
covering any new lands.

With three small vessels!! and one hundred and twenty
men Columbus made ready to start. The vessels were
not larger than many of our fishing boats!? to-day. The
largest was ‘the Santa HMaria!® and was commanded by
Columbus. It was about ninety feet long, and was the
only vessel of the fleet which had a complete deck.!*

1Longing, { ZH. ?*India (in'di-@), £) F¢, Fi i [ 4. ° Nothing
daunted =Nothing being daunted—absolute construction. ¢ Henry
the Seventh, (hén'ri thé sév”’nth), ¥ ] £% 45 i, 3 B | F (1457-
1509). 5 England (in‘gldnd), ¥& ¥ FI, §k 4 Bl 4. ° Spain (spén),
¥4 2 3F, Bk 4 B 4. 7 Queen Isabolla (iz-d-b¥la), & B7 42 7 2 £
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& (1451-1504). 2 Castilo (ks-tal’), 55 e % 1 3 2 A H 4. °Dis-
appointed but not discouraged—adjective phrase, modifying the
noun “‘Columbus.” {19 Admiral, % [ & 4. 1! Vessels, §f. 2 Fish.
ing boats, 3z 4. '*Santa Maria (sin’td ma‘ri-a), 4} 4. ¢ Deck,

# .
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A half hour before sunrise on Friday! morning, August
3, 1492, the little fleet sailed out of the port of Palos.*> He
first held his course southward, and touched at the Canary
Islands.® ¢ Thence he steered straight toward the west.
After a few weeks, his men became alarmed. They feared
that they should never again behold their native country,
nor any land whatever, but should perish in the trackless*
Bea.

Columbus did his utmost® to encourage® them. He
promised to turn back, if land were not discovered within
three days. On the evening of the last day, at about ten
o’clock, he lIooked from the deck of his vessel, and beheld a
light gleaming over the sea. He knew that this light must
be on land. In the morning an island was seen, to which
Columbus gave the name of St. Salvador.?

This is one. of the Bahama Islands.® The natives®
thronged!® to the shore, and gazed with wonder at the
three ships. Perhaps they mistook them for living mons-
ters, and thought that their white sails were wings.

Columbus clothed himself magnificently,’* and landed
with a drawn sword in his hand. o His first act was to kneel
down and kiss the shore. He then erected a cross,!? as a
symbol*? that Christianity’? was now to take the place of
paganism.’® He declared the island to be the property
of Queen Isabella. He then. visited other islands, and
returned to Spain, giving an account of'® the wonderful
things he had seen. He made a second, but it was not till
his third, voyage that he discoveréd the continent'” of
America.!®

1¥riday, }i W) 5. 2Palos (pa’lds), W #F - P i3 i 1. 2 Canary
Yolands (Ka-na'ri Vlindz), Sp i P b 2 & &. 2 Trackless, & A
¥k i), °Did his utmost, 3 4. ¢ Encourage, ¥% Ej. 7 St. Salvador
(sint sal-va-dor’), B 4 (Salvador # $ B 2 &%). °Bahama (bd-
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No sooner had Columbus proved that there really was a
new world beyond the sea, than several other navigators
made voyages thitherward.! Amerigo Vespucei,? a native
of Florence,® came here, and contrived to have the whole
continent called by his name.

THE CONQUEROR* OF MEXICO?

Twelve years after Columbus® made his first voyage to
America,” a young Spaniard® f nineteen, Hernando
Cortez!® by name, sailed on one of the fleets!* bound for the
New World.!2 - After a stormy voyage,’® he landed at
Cuba,* where he lived for some years. _

He then made his way to the eastern coast of that coun-
try, reaching Mexico in February,’® 1519. Soon after
landing, he gave the order, ‘‘Sink all the ships.” This
he did to prevent any homesick soldiers from going back
to Cuba.

The people of Mexico, seeing the white men, showed
great hatred for'® them. ¥or in that country there was a
story that long ago a fair-skinned!? being, called the Sky
God, had been driven out of the country by the God of
Darkness. When he left them, he said, “Some day I shall
return and become ruler'® of the country.” They thought
that Cortez was this Sky God. Besides, horses they had
never seen before,!® and they thought that the Bky God
had brought those monsters?® from another world.

1 Thitherward =toward that place. 2 Amerigo Vespucei (d-mér’i-
g6 vés-poot’chd), Jf £ Americus Vespucius (G-mér'ri-kis vés-poo’-
shas[7]), &% K Fl A1 i R (1451-1512). 3 Florence (fidr’éns), K K
F 38 4. 4Conqueror, B §% £. ° Mexico (m&k’si-kd), 2 /4 5 (db
% 9 1 % 2 B 4). ° Columbus (ko-lim'biis), T f 75 (5 8L %
B &) (14462-1506). 7 America (¢-méri-ka), 3% . °Spaniard
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But the Mexicans! were not people who gave up? easily;
the first tribe® he met soon gathered courage to fight.

In two battles, Cortez won the victory, and then the na.
tives felt quite sure that he was more than a man® and
that it was no use to fight him. Peace was concluded
between them.

Then the Spaniards marched on and reached the city of
Mexico. To weaken the power of his enemies, Cortez
invited the king to visit him and kept him as a prisoner.
The natives werc angry and eager for revenge. They fell
upon® the Spaniards with great fury. After a whole week
of hard fighting, Cortez saw that he must leave the city.
He tried to steal away® at night, but the Mexicans were
on the watch and attacked him by land and by water.

The fighting in the dark was frightful. Cortez barely gob
away after a large part of his army had been killed or
captured.

But he did not give up the idea of” taking the city.
With another army he returned about six months later and
again made an attack. Consequently the city surrendered,®
but it was half in ruins. Cortez thus conquered Mexico,

THE “SOLOMON® OF ENGLAND”

After the Wars of the Roses!! there came to English throne
a strong king who reconciled!? the two houses and brought
peace and prosperity to the land. His name was Henry
VII,® a clever, steadfast, patient, and strong-willed'* man,

1 Moxicans (mék’si-kdnz), 5 7§ & A. ®Gave up, ¢ 55 i .
3Tribe, 3} 4. *More than a man, 3 % A; @ Bt 2 3. °*Fel
upon, §§; g B2. ¢ Steal away, {&§ #%. 7Give up the idea of, B ¢
.o Z 8. 3Surrendered, f& Bi. °Solomon (s81’6-min), §§ #% 0
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and, above all, a lover of peace. During his reign he did
many illegal things; but the people bore them patiently
because they had not forgotten the state of misery from
which he had rescued! them.

Henry claimed the throne by inheritance, but his claim
would not stand careful examination; he only belonged to
the kingly line through his' mother. He might equally
well have called himself king by conquest; but he was no
conqueror, as everybody knew. He came to the throne
simply because Parliament? agreed to accept him as king.

During the civil wars® the nobles had so weakened them-
selves that Henry was enabled to rule as an absolute king.?
He determined that those nobles who survived® should
never again be able to threaten the kingly power. The
great lords had been accustomed to maintain a large num-
ber of retainers® ready to fight for them and do their
bidding. Henry was determined to abolish this evil
custom, and Parliament passed an Act’ forbidding any
lord to keep more than a stated number of retainers.

On one occasion Henry paid a visit to his oldest friend,
De Vere,® Earl of Oxford,® at his castle. As he left the
castle Henry passed between two long lines of men all
wearing the De Vere livery. When he asked who these
men were, he was told that they were the earl’s retainers,
Turning to his host,1 the king said, “By my faith, I may
not endure to have my laws broken in my sight. My
Attorney™ must speak with you.” The result was thab
the Earl of Oxford was fined!? a large sum of money.

Henry meant to be an absolute king, as I have said,
and for this reason he did not summon many parliaments.

1Rescued, #% $%. ?Parliament, 3§ $5. Civil wars, iy EE, BJ) 3%
%z B *Absolute king, & % B E. °®Survived, £ 75 ° Retain-
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Instead of obtaining the money needed to carry on the
government in the lawful way, by grants from the repre-
sentatives of the people,! e had recourse to all sorts of
illegal devices. , One of those methods was to force people
to lend him money which he did not intend to repay.
These forced loans were called ‘‘benevolences.”’? His chief
agent in securing them was Archbishop Morton,® who
invented an argument known as ‘“Morton’s Fork,”’* be-
cause by means of it he was able to secure all his victims
with one or other of its prongs.® “If you live at great
expense,” he said, “you can afford to subscribe® hand-
somely; if you live sparingly, you must be saving money,
and can therefore pay out of your savings.”” When
Henry died he left his son a huge fortune of £1,800,000.
Henry undertook a difficult task when he began to govern
England; nevertheless he did a great work for his land, and
deserves the title by which he was known to his people—
the “Solomon of England.” He found the country weak,
unruly, and poor; he left it strong, orderly, and prosperous.

GENERAL MONCKS®

{“Theirs not to reason why,
Theirs not to make reply,
Theirs but to do and die.”

These lines® by-the great poet Tennysonl® characterize
the famous regiments!! of General Monck, who was, in a
sense, the founder of the British army.!? Up to Crom-

1 Representatives of the people, A B Z € 5 3 H. ?Be-
neovolences (b&-ndv/6-léns’éz), W E R M HF b AR F 28 2%
4. ® Archbishop Morton (arch’bish’ép moér'tin), 3% B KX =k #& 4.
¢ Morton’s Fotk, B % ;2 . ©®8ecure all his victims with one
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well’s! times there had been no standing army® in England.
When war broke out, men were called from their work to
fight and return to their trades when the fighting was done.
Cromwell’s was the first regular army supported by the
state, but even this-body was political and religious in
character and did not think itself bound to obey Parlia-
ment.? It was Monck who separated his regiments from
all political questions and taught them the lesson of obe-
dience.

George Monck was born on December 6, 1608, at Poth-
eridge,* in North Devon,® the native country of so many
of the bold soldiers and sailors whose names are famous
in English history. Adopting the profession of soldier,
Monck served for a time in the Dutch® army. But in the
very first battle in which he was engaged, he was defeated
and taken prisoner. For three years he lay in the Tower
of London;? and then he accepted a commission in the
army of the Parliament.

He became one of Cromwell’s licutenant® generals in the
campaign in Scotland,’ and fought, pike in hand, at the
‘head of his regiment at Dunbar.’® When peace was con-
cluded, Monck was placed at the head of the army in
Scotland, and became in fact governor of that country,
ruling on the principle—‘“assist the weak inhabitants, and
weaken the mighty.”

‘When Oliver Cromwell died, his son Richard was named
Protector.®! Monck loyally supported and assisted him
with good advice; but after ten months of confusion, due
to renewed quarrels between army and Parliament, the

1 Cromwell’s (krém’wélz), 35 & 5% B ). Cromwell, 4 Oliver,
$& Bl 3 A1 Bk 5] 6 10 22 1% © & (1599-1658). 2 Standing army, 3%
#% ¥t. SParliament, 3§ Pg. ¢ Potheridge (pdthér-ij[?]), #i 4.
$ North Deovon (dév’in), #f +% B Devon J| 2Z dt #R. ¢ Dutch,
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Iuckless Protector resigned office and retired to the Con-
tinent.! All was now confusion in the government, Monck,
seeing that the country was tired of military rule, began
his famous march to London on the first day of January,
1660, in the midst of a bitter winter. As he passed through
the country, people turned out to welcome him; church
bells rang; everybody hoped that England would soon have
a king again. Soon after his arrival in London, the Long
Parliament? dissolved itself by its own vote, and a new
parliament was elected.

As soon as the members met, a motion® was passed that
the proper government of England was by King, Lords,
and Commons, Thus the Great Rebellion was at an end.

On the 25th of May, 1660, Charles the Second? returned
to England and became King. For the following ten years
Monck loyally served his lord. Charles was grateful to
him and raised him to the peerage with the title of Duke
of Albemarle.5

The old general died on January 2, 1670, and was buried
with great pomp in Westminster Abbey.®

PETER THE GREAT?

Although Russia® is such a great country, yet it did not
rank among the civilized nations® till Peter the Great
ascended the throne'®in 1682. It was he who corrected the
faults of hig country* and made it great.

1 Continent, §k if{ & . 2 Long Parlinment, £ £ 2% 5%, B £ R
— F R E WA E T B~ F R E At 42
3 Motion, 3 %¢. * Charles (chiirlz) the Second, 3& § F (1630-1685).
5 Duke of Albemarle (8'bé-marl), §ii 1 % F] & 8. Albemarle, i
4. ¢ Westminster (w8st'min.stér) Abbey, 3% B 5 &t 2 X # &.
T Peter (pé’tér) the Great, X 1% 9, R E (1672-1726), ¢ Russia
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Peter was the grandson of the first Czar of the Romanov!
dynasty. In his boyhood,? he was so closely watched that
he was never allowed to be alone. ~ When he went to church
or to the bath, many dwarfs® marched on either side of him
carrying red silk curtains so that passers-by* could not sce
him,

He was very badly taught, and at sixteen he only knew
the first two rules of arithmetic. But though he was very
backward in book learning, he could work well with his
hands, and he knew something of fourteen different trades.

He was a nervous® boy, but he was so strong-willed®
that he made himself brave. His playmates, who were the
sons of nobles,” formed a company of little soldiers whom
he commanded. This company afterwards grew into a
regiment® which was the beginning of the first regular
Russian army.?

Peter was very fond of sailing in a small boat which had
been built for his father by a Dutchman.® He was so
much interested in this boat that he made up his mind to
learn all that he could about ships, so that some day he
could build a Russian navyt

At the age of seventeen Poter became Czar,? and at
once began to form and train an army. When he thought
that this army was strong enough, he marched. against the
Turks,!® who then held the shores of the Black Sea.!* In
the year 1696 he captured the town of Azov.1®

! Romanov (r6-mandf), fi B Remanov $j§ (1613-1917). 2 Boy-
hoed, 4> 4 BE 4R. ’Dwarfs, & A. *Passers-by, p% A ® Ner-
vous, i £ ¥ 3 & B B 5% b 9. °Strong- -willed, & @) 82 @A
@iy, 7 Nobles, & #&. ’Regiment B Bk °Regalar Russian army,
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The Russians at, that time were so ignorant that Peter
was forced to employ Dutchmen to build his ships for him,
and Scots! and Swiss? to command his armies. He
knew that Russia could make no headway® until her people
were taught the arts of Western nations.* He knew that
he was ignorant too, so in the year 1697 he made a journey
to western Europe, where he studied western ways of
Adoing‘things. At Zaandam,® near Amsterdam,® he worked
in the shipyard, and took the name of Peter Bass.?

Then he crossed over to England® and labored in the
dockyard at Deptford.? The house in which he lived may
still be seen, and one of the streets of the town is still known
as Czar Street.1°

CHARLES THE TWELFTH

The most famous sovereignl® that Sweden!® ever had,
and one of the most famous in the world, was Charles the
Twelfth. He began to reign in 1697, at fifteen years of age.
From his youth,1* he thought of nothing but being a soldier.
When he was only about seventeen years old, the czar's of
Russial® and the kings of Poland?? and Denmark?® made war
upon him. He beat them all in the first campaign.!®

‘When Charles heard the bullets* whistling by his ears,
he showed great delight, and exclaimed, “That shall be
my music!” And, as long as he lived, he never wished for
any other music.

18cots (skéts), B¢ #2 Y A. 2 8wiss (swis), 25 4 A. 3Make no
headway, R 5 . ¢ Western nations, gk #i| % H. °Zeandam
(zan-dam’), 1 B Jb & 2= 3% 4. SAmsterdam (8m’stér-dim), 3f
B db ¥ 2 4% 4. 7 Peter Bass, (pd'tér bas), §j) Peter the Great 2
@ 4. °England (ip’gldnd), 3 . °Deptford (dét’férd), 3¢ H
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But it is a sad thing for a people when their king loves
the whistling of bullets. Charles the Twelfth was a
scourge! to all Europe, and to his own kingdom more than
to any other. He delighted in war for its own sake, and
not for any good which he expected to gain by it.

During the first few years: of his reign, Charles was
constantly successful, but in 1709, the czar of Russia gained
a great victory? over him, at Pultowa.? Charles made his
escape into Turkey.4

He continued to live in Turkey for five years, although
he might safely have returned home. He seemed to care
nothing about his own dominions.® When the Swedes®
sent to inquire what they should do in his absence, Charles
answered that he would send one of his old boots to govern
them.

At last, in 1714, he left Turkey and returned to Sweden.
His first business was to make war again. But his Walfare
was now drawing to a close.

One night, while besieging? a fortress® in Norway,® he
advanced in front of his troops to see how the siege was
going on. A cannon shot!® struck him on the head, and
killed him. He was found grasping his sword, which was
half drawn from the scabbard.’? Historians!'? seem hardly
decided whether to call Charles the Twelfth a hero or a
madman.

THE MAN OF “BLOOD AND IRON”

In the year 1815 a boy was born, who was to become the
real maker of the German Empire.”* His name was Otto

1 8courge, $F £ (& A B 5 ¥ = A #).. ? Victory, i# #J. 3Pul-
towa (pool-to’'va), Bk ¥ Hi &. * Turkey (tGrki), 3= I 3 (40 B K
W = 8 4) SDominions, §§ 4:. °®Swedes (swédz), 5j M
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von Bismarck. The title von? shows that he was of what
is called gentle birth.

The nobles and gentry of Prussia® have always been proud
and overbearing, and have never been willing to let the
mass of the people* enjoy equal rights with them. They
have always believed that might is right, and that the
strong ought to lord it over® the weak. Otto von Bismarck,
even as a boy, was full of these ideas. _He believed that
kings could do no wrong,” and he had no pity for those who
rose against them.®

Bismarck was the son of a soldier, and was very proud
of his forefathers,” who had fought in all the Prussian
wars.l® When he was sent to the university,!* he showed his
warlike spirit’? by fighting twenty-seven duels.’®* He grew
up to be a big man, of great strength of mind, with a large,
firm chin, and a very bold and confident look.!* He was
rough and blunt!® in speech, and was ready to do any-
thing, whether good or bad, to make Prussia not only the
greatest state of Germany,!® but the leader of the German
states as well.

At this time Germany was made up of a large number of
states, some small and some large, but all of them had
their own rulers!” and armies.’® They each took toll'® of
goods passing through them, and had guards?® on their
borders,?! to see that the goods did not pass through with-
out paying toll. Thus much trouble was caused.

1 Otto von Bismarck (3t’6 fon bis'mark), # B By 14 % (1815~
1898). 2Von (fén), i t% 2 73 ¥¥. ®Prussia (prish’a), B 4 (& &
B3 E FR 2 —). Y Mass of the people, B 32; 3% |§. 5 Might is right,
kR & ®. ¢Tolord it over, 5 4 5E 58 (I8 — 7 &8, 42 play the
lord over f2). 7 Kings could do no wrong, B F §& i& % ((§ — 78
B 5 % 3). ®Them=kings. ¢Forefathers, 3% fl; il 5. °Prus-
sian wars, 2 % - 2K BR 7%, 1! University, A 8. 1 Warlike spirit,



BoOROBH B 239

REEMHELEE BUE HRRIE AN
B % .
ERErRBAM L ESENATER
T R B S 2 . SR
2 HL, DA 55 MEE R B E. I SRk
ERYDALERS KESEIE LR
%A B, LV E K, R R 1.
BEEBTEAZTF HEAEEMYE 6L
WA EE B HAKSHZTAA
W E bRz, BRI R 2 W
56 B, B 0B A4S, O BR VL, A B ok RR B 2 T,
ARBMABZAE ESHEMRAETWALEZ
OB ¥ A - ook T SR B O U 4% R 8
5, 9 2 3 R, B .
RBEEBIG AT 40 —L FRE
R 15 B S8 3t M, % R, 53 08 4O BE
PBH IR WR. LB AT M T R, 35 R 8RB

5% 15 Fr. ¥ Duel, { A Z ¥ El. ! Bold and confident look, Jj
%4 i B% ¢k 2 MR . Rough and blunt, ¥ £ i 3 i& $4- * Ger-

- many (jor'ma-ni), 2 HZ 35 H H £ (B A). " Rulers, i3 #: B
FE. BArmies, [EE. ol B. *°Guards, pj 5F Z K. * Borders,



240 SHORT SKETCHES FROM HISTORY

Bismarck held that it was Prussia’s mission! to effect
the unification? of the German Fatherland. This work,
Le was convinced, could be accomplished only. through
the royal house.® HMe had no belief in the rule of the
people.t Prussia, he knew, had been built up by the power
of the sword,® and by the same power it should be governed.
" With this attibude® he flouted and trampled’ the Parlia-
ment® under foot.

At this time Prussia’s great rival® for chief power
amongst the German states was Austria,!® which was all-
powerful'! in the Parliament, out of which it waslikely that
a German empire would arise. But Bismarck said that
no Parliament could ever turn Germany into an empire,
and that this could only be done by ‘blood and iron.”!2
And by “blood and iron’’ the work was at last accomplished.

THE GREAT WAR

One year before the Franco-German war began,!?® a little
prince, ten years of age,'* might have been seen every
morning drilling!® with the troops'® at Potsdam,'” near
Berlin.®® ¥e was dressed as an officer, and loved to strut,1®
with drawn sword in his hand, by the side of the long-
legged soldiers, trying to keep step with them.?®

No boy was so proud and happy as he when the king,
his grandfather, came to review the troops.?’ The old

1 Mission, ff #r; Bk ¥. ? Unification, § —. ®Royal house, 7 471.
¢ Rule of the peoplo, ¢ B ik #4; K 8 £ 3. ° Power of the sword,
ah i, SAttitude, [ gf. 7 Flouted and trampled: 5 kB2 B4
8 Parliament, 3% g5, ° Rival, 8 52 ¥ 3% %. ° Austria (63'tri-a), B}
4 (@ & W K Z —). YAHpowerful, 4 £ b Z & Jp
12“Bloodanditon,” g  FE: ML BB UR TR IL—

Y} 2 % #. 1 One year before the Franco-Cerman war began-—
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king would pass in front of! his soldiers and. say, “Good-
.morning, Guards!?” and then would come a noise like
thunder, as everyman shouted at the top of his voice,
“Good-morning, your :Majesty!®” How -the boy’s ecyes
flashed* and his heart leaped within him!

When the-Guards marched away to fight the French,®
he buckled” on his little sword and made ready to go with
them. His father, the crown prince,® told him that he
was too young to be a soldier, and when he heard this he
burst into tears.® It was the first great sorrow of his life.

" You can imagine how the boy swelled with pride!? as the
story of victory after victory came to his ears. When they
told him that his grandfather was now German Emperor,11
he knew that one day he would be German Emperor too.
His grandfather had given great glory'? to Prussia.’® When
his twin came to sit on the throne, he would give his coun-
try even greater glory.

Who was this boy? He was Prince William* of Prussia,
a bright® lad who was very hard working, though not so
clever as he thought himself to be® His grandfather was
very fond of him, and trained him for the high office!” which
he was afterwards to hold. He taught him to believe that
God had chosen him to be emperor,'® and that he was the
master and not the servant of his people.

- 014 Bismarck?? also trained him. He taught the lad that
only by “blood and jron”? could he make the name and
fame of the Fatherland grow in greatness. He also taught

HIn front of, 7 . . . Z K. ?Guards, {§ &. °*Your Majesty,
P2 F. *Flaghed, [{j 3. °His heartleaped wnthm bim, ,¢» ¥ B2,
€ French (frépch), ¥ B A. ?Buekled, §1 k; $#§. @ Crown prince,
gk |. °Burstinto tears, 2. 1°Swelled with pride, 3 & Z 4k %
& I 44, ' German Emperor, # & it & #, £ 68 X% W 3 B SR
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him how to manage Parliament! and the people, and to
deal with? foreign countries. Moltke® was his teacher in.
the art of war.

When he was twenty-two years of age he married, and
then became a colonel* in the army. He worked very
hard; and the nobles began to admire him, because he show-
ed that he meant to be master of the country and to
stand up for® his rights and theirs. His father had none
of these high and mighty notions,® and for this reason
the nobles disliked him. They saw in young William the
man who would maintain their power and lead them to
great glory on the battlefleld.

The old emperor? died in the year 1888, and William's
fa-ther,g the crown prince, became emperor. He reigned®
only for eighty-four days, and then, in his twenty-ninth year,
. William became King of Prussia and German!® Emperor.

He now worked hard to make his army the greatest and
most powerful in Europel! He also did his best to make
the country rich in manufactures'? and trade.® From the
first, however, he meant to do this in his own way.}

The emperor was very vain,'® and he thought he could
do everything he turned his hand to!® better than anybody
else. Bismarck might be very clever; but William was
sure that he was cleverer still, and could manage the coun-
try quite well by himself. So he drove the old man from
office, and then was able to say, “There is only one master
in this country—1I am he.”

1 Parliament, 35 B%¢. 2 To deal with, 2§ {§. 2 Moltke (molt’ka), 44

A 4% (1848-1916). 4 Colonel, A #; Bj #%. © To stand up for, {§ 4.
¢ Notions, F{ 4 & i&. 7The old emperor, £ F, ;a_\v:illiam the

" First (1797-1888). @ William’s (wil’yumz) father, p£ g & William

(1859—) 2: R. °*Reigned, i§ B. '° German (jar'mndn), @ & & 4.



nooo® B OB 245

HUBERRELRER 2 RSB 2
oA TP X, 3 8 A

WME 4R b TR R A8 0 AT B R K
BETHEY AP R BB SR ELAAE
BAEBEZE BREA S KT REZHEN b
Bz A BB EURESAE
2z BHEBBREBA TREFESEA 2
S HmEREERS ER A F B L
CEEBRR—~TFATAF AL BB SR
B2z EEMEEA+EE, B
BHMELBEE IR T REBL a6 BK%
EE =+ A E.
BREGEED S SRR MNBERRAZ
W X EEEETEE ERRE R
R BB DA U B O R M 2% E
EEFEE VB ALTBREE R ER
BEMA BRIEReRRREAREDZ
BEBRA:E UE 2 h BEER B
B ML ERERR BRESER EUAEH,
A BB A R— R
1 Burope (3'rdip), gk #i- ' Manufactures, &] 3% T 3. * Trade,
B %. “Inhisownway, Ji A B oy & B |\ &7 L 2. 1 Vain,

¥ B B #y. **He turned his hand to=which he turned his hand
to—adjective clause, modifying the noun “everything.”



246 SHORYT SKETCHES FROM HISTORY

William now became very proud and boastful. He was
rude! to other nations, and he told his people that those
who opposed him would be dashed in pieces. If there were
any of them who disliked his acts and speeches,? he could
leave Germany if he wished to do so.

William had the mightiest® army on earth, but he was
not content, and now began to screngthen® his navy. This
navy was to be so strong that in due course of time it would
help him to overthrow® Britain.®

Perhaps you are surprised to learn that he hated Britain.
His mother was an English princess,” and the British?
people had shown him much kindness when he visited them.
The fact was that he and his people had grown very jealous®
of Britain. They had come to believe that they were the
greatest people on earth, and that they ought to be the
greatest power!? in the world.

They wished to have many colonies,!! but they found to
their anger that the best parts of the earth had already been
taken up by Britain and other Powers. Soon they came to
believe that Britain was their enemy. They said that she
was a “‘robber state,”’? and that she had won one-fifth of
the world in all sorts of wrongful ways.

They also said that Britain could not rule her empire!®
properly, and that Germany!* could rule it far better.
Britain might seem to be strong; but she was really very
weak, and could not stand against!® such a strong and able
people as the Germans.16

Some day they would fight Britain, and take her empire
from her. They thought that there was nothing wrong in

1Rude, 4% f%. *Acts and speeches, $h ffx Jt 5 3 § 7.
s Mightiest, #& ## f& &9. 4Strengthen, 4 ¢&; 38 IZ .. . 2 .
¢ Overthrow, 47 #3. ¢ Britain (brit”n), & 2 &; % B. 7 _l‘néhsh
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trying to seize the lands of other peoples. Might was
right;! the strong had a right to rule the weak; but the
weak had no rights against the strong.

Bismarck had made the King of Prussia German Em-
peror by means of three wars. Emperor William mecant
to make himself lord of Europe, and then of the world,
by means of two wars. In the first war he hoped to over-
throw France? and Russia,® and thus win the mastery of
Europe. He thought that when this was done he could
soon finish off Britain and take her empire from her.

Early in the summer of 19144 an event happened which
seemed to give William a good chance of beginning the
war for which he had so long prepared.® An archduke®
of Austria? and his wife were murdered in a country bor-
dering on the little kingdom of Serbia.® The Austrians®
blamed the Serbians!® for the murder, and William egged
on!! the Austrians to punish them.

The Russians!? were the friends of Serbia, and they did
not wish to see that brave little country overrun'® and made
part of Austria. So they said that if the Austrians in-
vaded!* Serbia they would fight the Austrians.

The Russians now began to call their soldiers together,®
and it seemed that war would break out between Austria
and Russia. The French and the Russians had agreed
to stand together!® if either of them should be forced to go
to war; so you see that, if the Russians and Austrians began
to fight, the French would have to fight too.

1 Might was right, 8 & By & 8. *France (frans), ¥: J§ W (&
#). ® Russia: (rish’d), f 3 47 (B &) 4 Barly in the summer of
1014—adverbial phrase, modifying the verb “happened.” ¢ For
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If war broke out between these nations, the German
Emperor meant to join in.! Europe would be in a blaze,?
and the war which was to make Germany all mighty
would begin.

Everybody knew that a war betweon the nations of
Europe would be the most terrible that had ever been
waged in the history of the world. Millions® of men would
perish? on the battlefields, many towns and villages would
be destroyed, fields would be laid waste,® and so much
money would be neceded, that all who took part in® it would
be almost ruined by the time it came to an end.

People in Europe longed? to keep the peace, and states-
men?® did everything in their power to make Russia and
Austria come to an agreement.® On July 31, 1914,
Austria said that she would talk over the matter with
Russia. Emperor William, however, did not wish to see
Austria and Russia come together. He knew that if they
did so there would be no chance of war upon which he
had set his heart.!?

Something must be done at once. So, on the very day
when the war cloud!! seemed to be lifting, he sent an im-
pudent!? message to the Czar, and said that, if he did not-
disband his soldiers within twelve hours, he would make
war on him. Russia sent no answer to this message, and at
midnight on August 1, Germany declared war. This
meant war.on France as well.13

1Joinin, 2 fi1. 2Ina blaze, & J th. 3 Millions, i P4, ¢Perish,
¥t =, °®Laid waste, 3% 3. °Took part in, jjy A. 7 Longed, ¥ 4.
YStatesmen, g 73 . ?Come to sn agreement, F #i. °Upon
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Germany had now to fight Russia and France; thot is,
she had to wage war in the Bast and in the West at the
same time. She knew that the Russians would be slow to
mass! their armies, and she thought that her best plan
would be to strike a sudden blow at France and beat
her to the ground.? Then when France lay helpless she
would fall upon® Russia and make an end of hert too.

To carry out this plan® the Germans had to get into
France as quick as possible. They believed .that if they
crossed the eastern borler® of France they would be much
delayed,” because the - would have to capture® many
strong fortresses.® The quickest and easiest way into
France was by way of1® Belgium.!* They therefore marched
their soldiers into Belgium.

The moment they did this they set -the whole Western
world!? against them. Germany had sworn,'® along with
Britain and other Powers,** never to ‘invade!® Belgium.
Now, in order to gain an-advantage, she broke her plighted
word .16

Therefore, the British told the Germans plainly that they
should not invade Belgium. But they. had already done
s0, and would not draw back;!? so, at 11 P.M. on August 4,
1914, Britain declared war on Germany.

Then began the most terrible!® war ever known. It
requires a large book to tell the story of the awful struggle,
in which sixteen great nations were engaged. The War
lasted fifty-two months, and before.it ended eight millions

3 Mass, Z 44. 2 Beat: her to-the ground, ¥ {ff. 3Fall upon, &3
£z, 4 3Make an end of her, g§:¢s 2. ®To carry out this plan, B
7 4k 4i. °DBorder, #% 45. .?Délayed, iB 2%. ®Capture, f§ .
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of men had been killed, and millions more had been crip.
pled for life.!

Germany began the war fully prepared, but the Allies?
had to build up their armies while the struggle was going
on. For many long months they could do no more than
hold back® the foe. Slowly but surely, however, they
grew in strength, and meanwhile the British navy* stopped
food and raw materials® from reaching Germany and
Austria. At length, in November, 1918, Germany begged
for peace. Her partners® had already laid down their
arms. The wretched emperor, who had brought about the
ruin of his land, was forced to give up? his throne and flee
to Holland.?

! Crippled for life, #& 5 33 EE * Allies, B 8. *Hold back,
Bi ak; 5. *Navy, # B. °Raw materials, i ¥}. . © Partners,
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(& & &) :
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