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MEMOIR OF MR. CHENG CHANG-KENG
(B & P& H)

During the past hundred years (1833-1933) Mr. Cheng Chang-keng
has been one of the most famous actors in China, He was the principal
of the Sanching Training School for Actors (= B¢ ), the leading of
the four institutions existing during the Hsien-féng (& &) Period
(1851-1861),

When he was nearly twenty years of age, Mr. Cheng made his
professional début as a shéng (&) or actor of male roles. In later years
he became very popular in Peking (4t %) and was made the head of
three training schools, namely the San-ching (= B), Szu-Lsi (M &), and
the Chun-tai (% &) by the Emperor Hsien-féng (& #2). The fourth
school Ho-chun (#1 #) had k:aen broken up. His well-known talent and
courtesy are held in great esteem by all actors, to this day. He was
called Tai-Lo-pan (K # #%), meaning “The head of the troupe.” He

was kind and yet a strict man and so was respected by all.

The above picture was drawn by a famous artist of the Court,
about ninety years ago, Mr, Cheng impersonates the Knight, Yueh-fei
(F #), in the Sung (#) dynasty and the other famous actor Mr. Hsi
Hsiao-hsiang (i /4 &) impersonates the young general, Yang Ts‘a-

hsing (% # ).
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MEMOIR OF MR. MEI CHIAO-LING
(Mg Ty v 14)

Mr. Mei Chiao-ling was the head of the Szu-hsi Training School for
brs (P # 3) at the time of the Emperor Hsien-téng's (X %) period
}51-1861). He made his professional début as a tan (H), or actor of

pale roles. As his body was fat, so he was sometimes called Fat

jeo-ling.

His grandson, Mr. Mei Lan-fang (¥ B %) is the most famous
pr in China and his eldest son Mr. Mei Yu-tien (Ms & (H) was the first

pous tiddler and was as fat as his father.

His seeond son Mr. Mei Hsiso-fen (¥ # %) is Mei Lan-fang’s

lher who imipersonated female roles.

Mr. Mei Chiso-ling played the selection “Yen Men Kuang (H M
"’ very well-known in Peking. He portrayed a Manchu Empress, and
pre u magnificent gown with anthentic jeweleries, flowers, shoes, ete;

b following image is that of the Empress, as impersonated by Mr. Mei
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MEMOIR OF MR. MEI LAN-FANG
(K 1 %5 %)

Mr. Mel’s success is in part due to two things— firstly his ancestral
home, Taichow, Kiangsu (iL # # M) a famous province because of its
well-known inhabitants and secondly, because his family for three
generations back have lived in Peking, the training place of the nation’s
best actors,

His grandfather, Mr, Mei Chiao-ling (i ¥} %) was the principal
of the Szu-hsi Training School for actors (M # ) during the Hsien-féng
Period (R %) (1851-1861). He had as his best friend Mr. Cheng Chang-
keng who was one of the most famous actors in the Sheng class (% #5).

Mr. Mei Lan-fang was born on the 22nd of October, 1894, When
he was but twelve years of age he made his professional debut as a tan
(B) or actor of female roles. ~At about the age of nineteen, tho artist
became very popular in Shanghai.

Before Mr, Mei became president of the Peking Actors’ Associa-
tion, he was the head of the Actors’ Theatrical Association,

He was summoned in 1923 by the ex-emaperor, Hsuang Tung
(2 #) to appear in the Yang Hsin Palace of the Forbidden City and
made head of the Ching-chung Monastery.

To be head of that institution was the highest honour one could
attain in the Manchu custom, He was able also to retain his title
“Foremost of the Pear Orchard”” which implies that he was the principal
actor of the land. In those days during the T¢ang dynasty under Ming
Huang, the Imperial Troupe called themselves *Disciples of the Pear
Orchard” beeause they performed in a palace surrounded by pear trees,

Mr. Mei acted in Hongkong, Canton, Tientsin, Harkow, Shanghai,
etc., and travelled to Japan in 1917 and 1924 and to America in 1930, at

which places, he was always welcomed.

Mr. Mei is not only the leader of the female roles but also of the
other roles such as Shéng (%) Tan (H) Chin (#) and Ch'ou (&).
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MEMOIR OF MR. HO KUEI-SHAN
(far Ak 1 f4)

Mr. Ho Kueishan was the chief of the Chin (#) or actor of the
loud-voiced réles. His father Mr. Ho Hsifou (1 & #&) was a District
Magistrate in Shantung Province (il 3 45). As he .was the ninth son
of his father, the people called him Ho Chiu (ff #). When his father
died, he was taught by ‘the famous actor Mr. Wang Chéng-shih to study
the loud-voiced roles. A year later, he went to Peking and acted in the
San-Ching Training School (= B) with Mr. Cheng Chang-keng (& %
Bt) who was the leader of that troupe.

During the selection “San-men’” (= M) he acted eighteen differ-
ent assumed manners of the disciples of Buddha, on the stage. His voice
was very loud and he was very fond of drinking and the more he drank

the clearer and better was his voice.

He died in 1913, at nearly eighty years of age. He was survived
by a son, Mr. Ho Pei-tin (fJ f& %) who is still alive and is also an actor

of loud-voiced rdles.
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