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. OBSCENITY

Dances which suggest or represent sexual actions, whether performed solo
or with two or more; dances intended to excite the emotional reaction of
an audience; dances with movement of the breasts, excessive body move-
ments while the feet are stationary, violate decency and are wrong.

This section likewise applies to obscene words, gestures, references, songs,
jokes and gags.

BLASPHEMY AND PROFANITY

It is clear that neither blasphemy nor profanity should be permitted on
the screen.

COSTUMES
General principles:

1. The effect of nudity or semi-nudity upon the normal man or woman,
and much more upon the young and upon immature persons, has
been honestly recognized by all lawmakers and moralists.

2. Hence the fact that the nude or semi-nude body may be beautiful
does not make its use in the films moral. For, in addition to its
beauty, the effect of the nude or semi-nude body on the normal
individual must be taken into consideration.

3. Nudity or semi-nudity used simply to put a “punch” into a picture
comes under the head of immoral actions. It is immoral in its effect
on the average audience.

4. Nudity can never be permitted as being necessary for the plot.
Semi-nudity must not result in undue or indecent exposures.

5. Transparent or translucent materials and silhouette are frequently
more suggestive than actual exposure.

RELIGION

The reason why ministers of religion may not be portrayed as comic char-
acters or as villains so as to cast disrespect on religion is simply because
the attitude taken toward them may easily become the attitude taken
toward religion in general. Religion is lowered in the minds of the audi-
ence because of the lowering of the audience’s respect for a minister.

. SPECIAL SUBJECTS

Such subjects are occasionally necessary for the plot. Their treatment
must never offend good taste nor injure the sensibilities of an audience.

The use of liquor should never be excessively presented. In scenes from
American life, the necessities of plot and proper characterization alone
justify its use. And in this case, it should be shown with moderation.

. NATIONAL FEELINGS

The just rights, history, and feelings of peoples and nations are entitled
to most careful consideration and respectful treatment.

TITLES

As the title of a picture is the brand on that particular type of goods, it
must conform to the ethical practices of all such honest business.
CRUELTY TO ANIMALS

The purpose of this provision is to prevent the treatment of animals in
films in any unacceptably harsh manner.
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