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The meetings of the Committes are alogsed to the public-~for this
is an investigation, not a trial. The Commitlee has nowerful aids to
1te irwestigetory powers. FPFiret, it may recuire the procurator whose
acts or fallure to act are the subjedt ol the imnwestigation to appear
and nake explanation. Jecond, the Committee may make incuiries of
public or private offices and recuest reports, Third, it may eall
Atnesses and examine them, enforecing appearance by the threat of a
non-penal fine up to 10,000 yen, to be levied by the Distriet Court.
The Committee can also ask the court te swmmon the wiltness, in which
case the provisicns of the Code of Criminal Proecedure apply to fallure
to appear. Pourth, the Inguest Commitiee can recuest the mresence of
any person deemed proper and obtain expert opinion as well as legal

The deliberation of the Incuest Committee resulis in & recomme
pion. A copy is posted on the Inquest bulletin board, &0 that the
public can see what it is. The details of the recomwendation are sent
hotl to the Chief of the District Procurator's Office, and also to the
Sommitbee for Examinetion of Qualificetions of Procurators, whiech pério-
dically reviews the regords of all the procurators to determine whether
they sh+!? Lo conbimed in office or A ami ssed.,

Tn addition bo these recommendations in specific cases, the In-
cmest Committee can make proposals and render advice at any time to
the District Procuraters regarding methods of improving the work of
the procurators., This mneans that the entire scops of the procurstors’
operations is examined by the commnity, and that their views can b#®
made in an effective manner. it will be hard to ignore auch a strong
axpression of public opinich, and such power in the Inguest Commitlee
should act as an effective popular control over the activities of the
pmcurat.ors - '

Whether or not the Inouest of Prosecution will work depends on
vhe degree to which the people both exercise their powers as menbers
of the various Comnittees, and make cemplaints to the Comuiltees. At
the moment, it is clear that the average person in Japan knows absclute-
1y nothing sbout this important law, The newspapers of Japan can help
remedy this situation by giving the law adecuate publicity. This is
an oppordunity to help create a functioning demccracy in Japan.
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