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RLW COTTON. Raw cotton ranks first in the list of im-
ports, although its relative imnortance slightly cdeclined,
representing 29 of the total im»orts in 1935, The produc-
tion of cotton in Jaran is insignificant compared to the

extent of the cotton spinning incustry, the remarkeble develop-
ment of which resulted in a steady expansion in the volume

#

of raw cotton imports. The value of these impoits, howvever,
experienced a sharp decline from the highcst record of 923
million yen in 1925. Though again increasing since 1932,
the total value for 1935 was 22.6% less than for 1925, while
the volume showed an increase of 12.3% over 1925 and of
28,3% over 1930, '

The princinpal countries‘supplying raW‘co?ton are the
United States, British India, Tgynt end China, about 90%
coming frag the United Statcs and British Tndia. The pre-
sent trend, in view of the chenge of Javanese cotton snin-
ning from coarsc counts to medium and finer counts, is
towards a preference for long-fibred American to the detriment

L

of Indian cotton. This tendency is, however, influenced by
the relative price conditions &s shown by the recent ins
crcase of Indian and IT-yptian cotton, following the shaxp

price advance in tmerican cotton.
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