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Summary e

Mr, Takami did not know the subject of the interview nor was_
he in the least qualified to discuss it. He had been in the
Army since 1939 with the exception of December 1941 - May 1942
and September 1945 to the present. During these two brief

periods he has been a minor clerk in the Foreign Section of
the Home Office.

The sending of such a man should be the squect of
vigorous protestations to Mr.. nl. This 1s the second

time we have unsuccessfully tried to get soméone to discuss
this topic °
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UNTITED STATES STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
MORALE DIVISION
(Pacific)

Interview with lir, Takami, Foreign Section, Pélice Bureau, fome
Office, representing Mr. Koizumi.

SUBJECT: Control Measures of rumor and morale during the war,
TIME: DNove 15, 1945, 10004 - 1200 Noon
PLACE: Meiji- BYag.

INTERVIEWER: Lt, B. V. Bowers, USNR.

INTERPRETRER S Lt " Harrison g AUS

Wy, Takami hea .;ent on reguest. a statement of his education
and work experience. aﬁt tached. - Thlu showed that he probably knew
nothing about the subject to be discusse d, which proved correct
Thus, this was the second time we have not been ubﬁt a man who knerv.
anything about "contrel measures concerning morale, Kimura being
the first. Moreover Takami had had such slight contact with goveIrn-

] - e ~ 4 ‘. & | * P T ““ - ~
ment that he could not have been sent in seriousness by the ¢vapanese
officials.

The interview was thus altered to discuss the only field &about
vhich Takami had any information of even marg inal importance to the
Morale Division, i.e. the morale of the Lroups in the units with
hich he served from May 1942 to veptember 1945.
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My, Tokaml was not very voluble, nor did he appear Lo be verIy
intelligent. |
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It is of interest that he majored in English in college. Poth
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ve z2nd Kimura knew a little ©nglish.
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Because of the paucity of information available to fakaml, his
nswers are gimwen in very brief form
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B: What do you understand the subject oL tne interview to be:
P . \
T: People (Personalities./.

- "
Vith reference to what:

_
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Bs with reference to what?
T: Aetivities of leaders and my feellngs about them,
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Who informed you of this subject?

2d a telephone call from Meiji Bldg which I couldn't understand.

(o8

iho in the Japanese CGov't told you about tre interview?

toothache and wasn't very clear.

You can speak Znglish®

Forgot English because 1 have been in Army so long.

What overseas service have you had®

Mgnchuria.

939 to Jan uary 1941.

ihat foreign service have you hac

None (in Tokyo whole time) .

ihat kind of work did you do as a minor gove

~AANSD

early lj%&‘

® G,
reign Pe

dorked with forelgners - handled money in for

Blgborate, please.

‘t data on foreigners-where they lived, the kind ol

_~? > ?4 " i.._: ~p p - L
From Vv1S1Ulllg 1acilo

iny other sources?

Ken reports.
Wnat are your duties in your
I handle funds.

For What?

, gor o o8 ¥ ¥ I -
Money received from Home liinistry:
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B: For what purpose?
-

t Oalaries and expenses.

B: Do you'eere anything about how the gov't controlled morale dur-
ing the ‘:"JE‘.I':
¢ No,

(At this point the I*terviewer decided to give up on the hoped for
subject of the interview and question Tgkami on army morale. )

B: You say you came to talk about 1eaders-~How well do you think
the leaders conducted the war?

T: When war came L felt everybody had to do what he could?
B: I wish you to know that thils interview is confidential and will

be known only to the s#merican authorities. Yog sald that your
army experience was entirely 1n the Tokyo area®

T: Yes.
B: gt were your duties in the army”
Te 3 =k o ~

Eduecation for trouaps.
B: What kind of education?

T: Aptillery training.

B: Anything else”

T: Sold articles to the troops.

.. ' | "
B: Did you ever submit morzle reports TO superiors on trGan-

i No

-

B: What are your opinions about the morale of the troops 1n your
area (Tokyo)?

T: At the beginning of the war 1t was Vvery high, but after the alr
reids, it deteriorated rapidly.

B: Wren did this change take place?

T: July 1¢44, when rations began to run 1ow and men were getting
sick.

B: Tell me more about this.

£ e i .
i iy The troons didn't want ToO gﬁothe PhllllﬂplneS and Malaya and

Y G

many were beling sente.
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B: Why didn't they want to go®

T: They were afraid of being killed due to miews 1n the papers of
defeats.

B: This was during 19447

T: Xes,

B During the last half of 1944 can you recall the comments of the
men that led you to believe morale was decreasing?

T: (Misunderstood gquestion)

B: You sazid morale was lower because of defeats-what type of
soldier comments led you to your belief?

T: There was constant talk about what trooEs would be leaving for
the “outh next. No one wanted to go. hey did not want to
leave their families.

B: Among which soldiers was morale Xowest and highest®
T: Same for all--mone wanted to go. #11 were gled alt beginning

of war, but during 1944 moreale decreased. One reascn for poor
morzle was the government's change of poliey regarding farewell
celebrations for men entering service. &t first the familes and
neighbors could all go to the train and say goodbye, but later
only one or two relatlives were permitted to go. *his change was
made to prevent toco many people from knowing into what units the
men wer going.

B: When did this change take place?

I'l'l

LR

1943,

B: In this discussion of decreasing morale are you talking about
rs as well as enlisted men?

I: The officers gave lectures that Japan couldn't lose the war.
Morsle among officers went down during the battle of the Fhilip=-
pines as Divisional commanders told Junicr ¢fficers that the war
was lost,

- T . : e = -4 . 5

B: How did you find this out-

T: I heard it from an officer.

~ I A '?

B: ias your army camp bombed after Vecember 1944

I: XYes.

B: hen?




T: Twice, by incendiaries - May and sugust 1945.

B: What did the soldiers think about the bombing?

T: They were disturbed; they couldn't sleep, they went intc shelter.

8y

Vhat did the men think of the shelters provided to protect them
against bombing?

LA

‘hey were adequate.

AT ® - = ‘?
Jere the men surprised that they were bombed

No - they went to work to put out fires.

td =3 W 3
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The men believed they would be bombed sometlime:

T: Yes - later on in the war,
Be

ihat seemed to be the chief worries of soldlers during the
- » ® >
bombing period:

T: Our lives and the lives of our families,
T i : r Jg » mainly from lTokyo?
B: Were these soldiers from all over Japan, oI malnly n .

T: Northeast Japan mainly - “endai, #omori, éte.

T: Two-thirds fere from the country.

S iers feel that th
newspavers were telling €
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e information from officers and from
ruth®
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of ships from families with relatlves 1n the Navy.
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B: “hat effect on morale did these leaflets havef
Al e hat ei1iectT on nmorale .l eS¢ = s
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T: They didn't have any effect.
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T: Because we didn't know whether they were true ol not,
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“hat was the rcaction of soldiers to information officers gave
them about the war?

The soldiers at first believed the spiritual training given them
them by officers -~ that they should fight to the end - but later
they began to doubt this

In your camp how did officers try to raise marale of troops:
They gave lectures on history of Japan, with emphasis on winning

id they *nstitute any special measures after morale began to
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They threatened impr:

("I

fan _you give me example of rumors during the period of the bomb-
ing?

e

lhere were rumors about certain camps being burned completely;
-

. PRUR . _ ey ‘ -, 7 e K
there was worry about another raid and loss of sleep.
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Vhat would happen to a soldier if an officer caught him passing
» ¢

a rumor along to another soldier:

The officers wanted to continue fighting; the men couldn't_be-

lieve it was true. I wasn't in camp at the time and when L re-
turned to camp I was told by an officer that the news of the
surrender wasn't true.

ol — . 5 T ———— | < S B
How did th 'y feel when tney neard tna o
'n - " i T 1’\ -~ 1 - -~ . ‘!‘1— "= - o B i -' o ‘l"' *’ -
: ‘Q&Pta were broken. They had heard that if Japan lost the

vbody would die.
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U. S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY

APO 234, c/o Postmaster
San Francisco, California

MEMORANDUM

From: Lt Bower, Morale Division, USSBS
To : Mr. TAKAMI, Home Ministry, Police Bureau.
Subject: Personal Hostory, Request for

l. In preparation for the interview
scheduled for Thursday, November 15th at 1000
I would like to have an outline of your positions
held during the war and also your educational background.
The outline should include (a) the positions held and
the dates for each. (b) the schools attended and

‘dates of attendance.

2 The purpose of this request is to save
time. The personal background information can be gained
at the interview itself but will require several minutes
to obtain.

Sincerely,
"

;}il;? iygu~§fL\x\¢f“ , \\ﬁwmhuﬁﬁh\\QQM“lgmuay;

Lt Bower, Morale Division.
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