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DIVISION OF ORIGIN llorale

SUBJLECT: Illorale,

Personnel interrogated and backgroud of ecachg

Mr, Sasaki, Yoshinoga, eorporation lawyer,
5 p

WHERE INTERVILWED: 28 Nov. 1945

INTERROGATOR: Capt, M, Kleinman,
INTERPRETER Mr, Colton.

ALLIED OFFICHERS PullSLNT: none,

SULLTARY ¢

1. There must be radical chanzes nade in J-panese lai/ sSysS-
tem to conforn rith ideas of Military CGecupation,

2. Police control over pcople was too oppressive,

3, There should be a conplete overhaul of the police systerm,

4, Former cendornerie may filter into the police systen,

5., Does not expect any extremc movements in the country.

6, Sharp deeline in livelihood of people during the war,

7. Translation difficulti:s caused most outstanding ehanges
during the war.,

8, ~mong the higsher strata there was a lack of confidence 1in
Japanese leadership during the Jar, '
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Interview with SASAXI, Yoshinaga% Vorporation Lawyer, sage 48,
¢4

Graduated from Tokyo Central Universi in 1923, Has been practie
cing law since that time, He has been associzted with Dr. Horiye,
well known Japanese lawyer; is a lcawing lagyer; and is Seeretary
of the Lawyers! Association,

Present at Interview: Capt. Max Kleiman, Mr, Colton and iir, Jickhan,

). Are there any special lagal changed that should Bom a2bout in
the New Xapan during occupation?

A, There nmust be eome padical changes that should core about in

the New Japan to confornm with the ideas of the 411ticd Oecupaw

tional Yovernnent,

", hat are some particular changes that you rould recorriend pere
son+l¥y?

A, As one exanple, at thc present tine, then wealthy pcople zet indo
litization in court there is a tendenceyto lengthen out proc¢ceee
dings for a long tine until final Jjudgment is siven in the
court. shen the pcorer class of poople lilewlse have o ccurt
action, naturally, with lawyers fees and overvthing considered, -
they =re upnable tco carry cn litigation for any leneth of Tlae,

"hey either have to drop the case or conc to sone quiek,
ninor settlerment. In =y opinion this shioul? be changed.

D
@

Do you think that police control over thc poople is too strong

aryl too aPfblitrarys

A. Yes, Bcfore and during the war nolice control over the pmblis
was 2 little bit toc scvere and too oppressive, 3ut, at the
presént time the police haven't 2 grect deal to say hbout the

handline of the pecple, Jn other tords, they have becn cut down
tremandously in thelfr power, 2nd not only that, many policc
~fficials have beoen rencved fron their positions, Freviously
the Yapanese pcople were very :.ueh afrald of the nolice, <They
vore soncthing to be avoided 2t all cests, INiow, therc has been
an actual chanzc in adninistration, but! the ordinalPy Japsncsc
Moneine tho=street is still ¥ery co-nizant of the policc., This
is ~ostly beceause he doesn't know how, if hc is apprchended for
any ninor offense, he will be trectcd in rclation to relice ine
torpretayion of ALNG dircetives,

(J:

"o Do vcu think that cven thoush the Thourht Poliecoc and Xeupel
have been broken up, there are still neon who ~re rcting on
thelr oWwny
Ae Although tho Kempel and the ‘hought Pollce have boen clininatesl 1

frer the set-up, thare were a lot of suborcinates in the pilice
systamn who received favors frorm then, Inas—uch ~s thesc subOlw
Ainate worked with the police in the old days, it is, thercfore
ny oninion, that it is not unlilkcly that such o sceret systen
could be established, with a certaln liaisor "rith these ousted
nenbers of the Lempei and Thousht Police, +4f you "rere to asx

m¢ if there is such ¢n crgonization, or where it ~isht be estabe
lishad, I coulén't say, but it is nct unlikely that thore 1s

scme form of subversive activity. (we are not irntorested in ioc -
tion or actual cxistonce of such orgonizations, We are intorestel
in vour opinion of the possibilitics for thelr cxistcnee~-Capt
iileinan,) One of the esscntial thinrs, in my opinion, iz that
the police syster: rust be cha .zed and a ~ore eduentcd Type of
pirson put in the job s» that zradually a botter class of wn il
have the authority, therby eliainating any ~f the cxcesscs tha
have accurred in the past, QRuring TOJO'S prenicrship the scerot
20lice, thcocucht police, and Kenpel were 2t the senk of Their
arrorance ar” nower, and noturally, they were vorkins and using
their =ion to ingratiate themselves with the zovernnent's 1cen

of the trend of theouzht, rather than ior +he welfare gnd zood of
the zoncr-l publie. iiow, cf course, the hecads of nost cf the
secret noliece and sempeil have been elininate?, but.a ccrisin
abount of control rengins. The pollec are suscartiblc to prée=
sant ideas to a sreat extent, but still retein 2 ccrtzin lialson
with the old i“cas, Therefore, there shalilc bc 2 c~uiplcte
chanze in tho police systom=climinat:s the wholc thins and nake

2 gre -t start, '
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Qs Do you think that the Banbatsu can, through the usec of thesec
police and others, in sore way worm their way back Into power?

As The “empel were taken out of power by Hecadquarters Ditective,
There are not nolested any further if they go into civilian life,
but there are a lot ot then who were workinc as Kempel, and werec
not well=known, Having r:osuned a ecivilian status, they could
be re=criplyed in the vnolice systen and thercby infiltrate the ranks.
I was travelline fron down s>uth in 1938 and was approsched by
onc of thefe Thousht Control Poliece. and he got rather touzh, ‘hen
I cane to “okyo, I toolr up the itatter throush the Home 0fficc
and rcported the ineldent, I insistcd that this type of intie
nidati-n was to be stopped.“'ln view of ny associatiocns with the
Lawyerst Association and other thingcs, they took up the natter
vi~-ourcusly and the Kecuipel was taken out of circulagion, I went
to a2ll that trouble, not boe=2use of the faet that thils nan appe

- roache” ~¢ and was persccutin; ey, but for the bcencfit of those
who Adi32 not have any authority anl were afra2i? of the police, of
course 1t was very prevzlent in thils ccuntry curing that tine,

" " The Theusht Police were very active, cspeeially in the Fulkul Dist:i
triet and around Nazasaki ~nd Shicnoseki, this is merely onc
exzarple of ny omn expcrience with the policeg.

0, what aspirations dc you feel ncople in your elass 7nd okher classes
" have in ecnneeticn with the future?

Ay It 1s 2 very difficult question t» znswer, My assnclaticns have
been as 2 eorporati-n lawyer with larse ecrpanices like Nppon
Steel and others, an? in talkin: -7ith ny associates in these

arzer Japanese conmpenies, their funda~cntal iZea at the present
tine, 1s "How arc we going to go about carryinzs on our business?"
in?, czeh one of thesc coipanics naturally e-ntrol of huve under
ther: innunerable ¢ loveese Whereas the principle thousht at the
present tine 1s how are we :oin~ to survive ani come into the
pieture acain, until such tine as the sllled autheorities ~1ve us
somc indieition 6f how and shat 1s rins to be “cney we must rescve
an opinion until later,

Qe Politically, +hat do y-u think will happen?
Ae I nyself, an® a lot of other pcople, arc inclined to b on the
liberal side and would indiecate the "beft" to somc extent,

Ne Vo you think the nasses will 3o extremely left?

Ae In my opinion therc never will be a very shart Leftist novenent,
Before, the natural tondeney of the gcneral ponulace was o 30
to the Risht, which followed gcvern:cent l-lcas, Now, 1 think they
will take a sorncwhat straisht path, *n other words, the niddle
p~th rather than to the iizht or the Left, it thc present ti:e,
I thinz it is the gcneral poliey =f the iAllied authoritices tTo
follow a fairly ~nid?le eourse, without goin: or deviating cither
to the richt or left, - -

Ne Do you think the Corrunists have a chanee t~ capture the covern-
nent in vicw of the critieal focd situati~n an? other situaticns?

d¢ It is extrmely irmprcbable for the reason that nerhaps sone extre-
nists have that idea, but I dcubt that the crdinary perscn who

. calls hirself a Corrmnist(that abides by the Tun’arental iceas)
would g~ to that extrecne and would follew any <rastic reasoning
of that ideri~tion. The co~runist Party is not pred-minantly

; strcng, It has its falleowing, but rost of its foilowers are young

students in niddle school, arcund 17, They zct ratical i7cas and
thelr instructers praise then, but they are hct-=headed 1leas, 1If
thay rget by the thought ontrol and the nrolice and 7o t- a
University, they bezin t2 doubt whether those ra“ical ifeas are
the truwc solition tc the problen, and thcse pacple arc never

what you —i~ht call cnthusiastic :cnbers of the Conmmunistic Party,
vhereas the youth who ig subjected to police rcculations and
ihouzht Control is likely to become a "hot-hezd", Over all,

I would say that the Cornunists are not so irportant or so strong

tha% they would ever be able to control or over=throw the COVCTNIweI L,
nent, |

RESTRICTED,

o«

480~3




)

RESTRICTED

What was the influence of the war on the livelihood of the

people with regarc to clothing, food, shelter, health, working

conditions, etc.? '

A. There was a sharp decline 1n 511 standards, With regard to
sickness, there was devclopnent of certain discases which could
more or less, Dbc attributed to malnutrition. The aversge pPersorn
sacrificed buying clothes so that he could buy food with the
extra roney. *he question of food, after 1943, wass the prodo-
minant factor for cverybody. That, naturally, affected TG
workren, They did not have the stamina they had previously
and werce not sble to carry on thelr vork efficiently. Scon
~fter the start of thce war therc was a vely sharp decelinc, and
frorn 43on, it was somewhot eritical, In ny personnl obscrvatiocr
of the decline in the woy of living, from 37-41 there was a sli:
incline, Fron 1941 onward the decline was very steep and went
down in o very sharp ongle until 1943, when it hit bottor., In

- 1944 it couldn't go any further. n other words, from 1943

- on, we were down to the lowest point of existcnce for 2 long

tirc past.,

<O
®

. Has it come dovm further sinc. the end »f the war?

Iife hasn't becen harder, naturally, bcc-Uusc when the war ended
so diad the bombing. Wwhereas conditions haven't inpoved any, thc
seneral feeding of rclief 1is crcat, an? the thought that someth:
nay bc done toward bettering the situation, retting more food,
cetc,,gives a slight bcost to norale,

= D

0, ihat caused the rnost outstondine chanse” daring the war?
A, It largely depenis on the indl idual, which wos worse. R 00 s
particular casec 1t was nccessaly tn 7c a lot of travelling, aonc
because of the war and ccenditions 1 was net ahle tc travel with
any derrce of facility. Likewise, the thing that affected most
of the populacc wWas trangportatlon 15 fficultices and shippinge
Borbing nade it Aifficult to get food, Shipping frem the con=-
tinent was cut off, and conscruently foo’ was cut, wWhen the
bortbing =cCiIiC~ severe it affected everybciye Those who had
their houses burned did not thinxk about work, but went ~boul
tending to thelr own affairs first. ¥ 4e dlfficul L B0 S8Y
that any one was a prcioninant cause, -

During the war, was ther c~nfidence in winning?

. During the war cf coursc thosc who bolieved implicitly 1T EHe
reports given out by the zovernrient regarding the progress of T
the war were nurcrousSe. They bclieve? that the fovernnent was
giving then absolutely trmthful reports. Then arfain, there Wwer
aothers that reasoned that in the carly part of the war tihecre
were reports that the Prince of wales ana the Recpulse were sunk
and that Japanese tTr:cps WCIC prégressing on 211 fronts. “his

was true., But then, later on, when reports kept coninf out of
large losses, 1n American tr-ops and shipning and no 1 sses TO
‘the Japanese, ncn of ny calibre recalized that the g'overnnent Wwa
wob EININE 2 truthful picture., There werc a sreat nunber who
-never felt that Japan woulc actually win, but at tThe sanc tine,

t'hey Aid not think that Japan would lose. They believed that
t'here would be a negotiated peaee, Tere was no ccubt that we
would be the losers, but at the sanc tire, ncot be utterly defeat

Q0. -Did people cf your calibre have cenficence in“the leacders 2urir
the war?
A, P'eople who were able tn think fairly clear did not have rwueh
e onfidence in the leaders, Ior exanple, the chanzes of the
Dviet and changes in the Hich Cormand (Naval and prry) were such
tyo nake people believe that the war was nct golng 2as satisfactor
1-y as reportec. The farmetrs had nc way of satting any.licea what
wx. s going , except through the local quthorities, and, therefore,
-mere influenced wholly by the government, They were civen a verg
~osy picturec, anc werc sntisfied teo carry cn as befcore, +o the
averaze person, howcver, it was fairly obvious that the trocuble
sccurin- cabincts, consular changecs, Hizh Cormand changes, 21l
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. thigs were nr:;{‘» oifls too Vell - In my contacts I foun

companies wHe were doing business with both the Arny and Navy
The Navy would come to the company officials and say: "To hel
with the Arny. Give us our orders first." Any the Arny:sould
o the same thinz, There was nct the whole=hearted ccopera-

: tion you would expect in all-out war, DNaturally, thosc

' - businessrien andéd othcrs whno were able to think :,ulu c-ncluse
th=t things were not going well, and lost sowe confidcnec in
the lﬁa@erSQ |

e What wzs the relationship between the military and civilians
- where wasn't any particular aoca feeling between the rnilie-

tary and civilians, This was rostly on the part of the civi
lisns, wheo blamed their parulcular ciryeumstances ond plizht

~n the fact that the nilitary started the wsp., They alss
blarng the war prcofiteers who niade trened~us fortunes znd

. . nl:y;d up to the wllit“ry. The average perscn felt that the
 ATEYys started the wor for its cwn 510P1f1Co ion 2n® to prorot
a few to positions cf notoriety ond rank.

Q. Did 211 the classcs suffer nl*ke, of Aid scrie have Xt casler
as The poor an” the rich suffered alike, Ofcourse, he favored
few(war profitecers) probably hacd it ruch C“SlLr but the
rich fan and the poor nan also suffered eouﬂlly in the war,

Q. How about the people who were bombed ocut? Vil they resent
the people who werc not? 4

Ae <there was a certain armcunt of Jezlousy an? rosntrment betwze

- the pecople that were borbed out. The pcople wwho were bo;bbé
out foreed themselved into> the areas thut were not, which

reated rcsentnent. by the 9C=Dle Tho Were fvrtunnteg and

llﬁefise the people that were bovbed nut werc naturzlly
resentful -~3ainst the ~nes who were not.

Did Allie” propagonda have any influence on orazle herce?
J perscnally thousht that Arericen propasania, especially
dcaflets fron the Marianas, was very effective, and that

:I“"' cD
® ¢

t.he rmajority of puoglc cane to beligve what wos sai’,: the
ri.ere fact that the Yopanese pclicc and others tried tﬁ :
sTuppress the leaflcts an? . " the pecple to read therm, o an

*

t.he pe~-ple alltthe riost incentive an? nade then reqlize
t.hat the goviornmment wos afrai” ~f the truth anc, thercf-reo
1.t wzs the truth, The lariaonss Shimbunsha showed nicturcs cf
8. c1ty before, Jduring ond after a raif and Icllowel That
propasands line, 4t als: showed pnictures of Ril's ond how thi
ware treated, I ryself carme €o bilicve that we hat n thins
to Zuin by 1les,

Je #hat 73 you think sh:uld be The future Dositicon of the
Ezpurnr°

fis I think that any drastie and sui’en chence over the present
situation woull be = “istake. In ~ther Worfs, n chonze
from a scverei-nty tc 2 Aderceracy is hardly feasible at the
prescnt time, It woul? bu'butter ct 11ﬂw the LWP(PQT -
retain 2 posisicn sinmilar to the fing of Znzlzn? an® see

‘. hosr th’t opcrates f T a period “f tine, with “*”“fic tions
- here an? there, an” fin2lly corie %~ = ﬁrsiti r that is
¢ satisfactary to everyone,

Q, Jerc you 2ble to contimue y-ur law busincss 211l “uarins the
war withcut any trouble? * _
Ae I worked 211 the way throush. *y work flell <off to a ccrtail:
thent beeasnse the governrent sot up all sarts of controls,
The rovernme nt was very riuch .asainst any lawsulits -luring
the dar and Aiscouraced court sctiocn, +«lthoush ry coses
Aropped off 2 lot A1 W&S~uYtre”“ly busy biccuse the conpa=
nies + worke” f- r call:? nc in to interpret sll the new
laws an? rcsulstions an? get the true rieanings o then,
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Qe For ruture business, do you think there should be free

| frade and zet rid of the trade control sssociations
the Tumiail?

Ae The greater majority of the people thought that the
Kumiai should be abolished , but there were a number
who wanted thesc associations. The construction of the
Kumial »nreciously was such that fundamentally they “iere
all right, but there were so many deviations from the
honest »nrinciple of The set=up that it made things dle
fficult all round, As such, more than half of the nEC—

rle wanted to abolish thet 1 and try frec trade, but I
thlnk it still has its merlts if properly apnlied.,

Comments in conversation zsfter formal intcrview,

I think there is a very derious dcoficiencyin the ethics of
big business, For instance, orders for the Arny and Navy
whern £ill out, rerely not the orieginal specifications due
to poor workmanship substitution of matcrials, grafts, etc.,
and the Army =and Navy had no recourse but to accept the
zoods, This unethical prodedure extencs into private and
peace tine business, Therefore from an cthical stanpcint,
business nrocesurs should be chaon~res,

I noticed that Aray ond Navy, and civilisns of the U, 5.
are workdng together and coonceratinz to the fullest uXtJﬂt
znd all branches of .the services sre working for a cormon
czuse and for the bonefit of the U, S. wherezs in Japan
the sct-up, the Arny considerecd thernisclves far suncrior tTo
any civilian, No matter how brilliant, there “jould pe no
opportinity for a civilian to join 1n the genersl plieture
of an operation,

It follows, then, that therec is a definite lac
onnortunlity to use initistive in Japan, 1f a talcnted m=
has sorme 1dcas, there is no opvrortynity for hin tTo express
hinself, either in prlvute business cor in govcrnnent.,

For instance, if 2 worker in a fzctory had scme susgestions
tc malke for the incroase of production, he would probably
be dischargecd irrecdintely, or at least put in his pl=ace,
and of course, this rztards prozress,




