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Synopsis of facts:

Prior to wvar, the town of LOPEZ had populstion of 24,000,

Fresent population 5,000, Civilians murdered by Japanese

Gerrison and buried in dackysrd of LUPEL Elementary School,
r Town burned by Japanese prior to withdrawal.

o F -
Reference: Heport of Cept James B, Lymn, dated 17 February 1947,
aBTALLS?
At Tokyo!
On 19 Hay 1947, the ¥Manila Branech forvarded s check note transmitting the

rezults of thelir investigation at Menilas inm this matter. Thelr investigative
aenorandus resd sos follows!

This investigstion was conducted during the period 2027 Marech 1947 by Capt.
Fascusl T, FOJAZ, JAGS (PA), pertaining to the followiag:

investigation of the massscre nd/or atrocities of the civiliesn population
at Lovet, wezon (Tayadas) Frovince, Philippines, committed by the Japanese oa
¥areh snd Avril, 1944, and of determining vhether sald Sowm ie inhabited,

11, EROCEEDIFGS!

1. The followving named witnesees were duly sworn and testified as
hereinafter asprearsl

MMQ Anita O, “ & "1"’. m... m.

MONDRAGOR, Luisa V., 49 7 Filipine Lopex, negon
PARGARIEAN, Efigenio

C. 47 ¥ Filipine Lopez, (aeszon
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2, Mr, Fenjamin U, de Gusrmsn, 968 Constencis, Sampeloc, Hanile, P.I.,
vae duly svora ead acted ae reporter-interpreter,

3. The bachkyard of the Lopex Elementary School was investigsted wpon
informstion of the tompeople thst it was made the graveysrd of the murdered
civilisne that were killed by the Japenese garrisoned at e=2id towm, snd the inves-
tigetor found traces of the numerous graves wvhersin the Japenese buried their viec-

time.
111, The following were vietimst

APURNQ, Bleardo Filipino Lopesx, ‘ezon, F.l1.

ALYUERTE, Franciseo " ' . " .

ARGOSIEG, Doninador 2. = » "
“ ¥ w

ARGOUBING, Domimsdor Jr,

ARIT, Sebustian Bafric lLalagune, Lopex, neroan
ARIT, Bosilisa Earrie islsguna, Lopez, neson
ARIY, Jose . . " .
ARIT, Alexander
AUMIETADO, harisano
BARUR, Harcele
BARROS, Gerardo
CARTARA, Hamarto
CALVARIO, Maecarie
COEDUECTC, Aatonio
CURINS0, Lowminador
JIA, lmeilo
MARJUEZ, Higuel
HARQUEZ, Philip
!le. Jemus A,
P‘.l“ot Urbsno
SARDOR, Faesilie
SIAS0E, Patricio
2004, lonate de le
BEOSA, Viceate de la
RICAFCET, Clicerde
TARGA, Sixte
VALERCIA, Joagquin
VILLAFUERTE, Montano
VILLAFURRDE, Atilamo
VILLAPLARA, Luls
VILLATI, Hemeosio
VILLATI, Fufine
VILLEGAS, Framciesco
VILLEGAS, Ssantiago
JUBEANO, Zpimaco

IV, RISCUSSION)

1, afforts were axerted %o contect the Hunieipal ¥ayor of lover, ‘eson,
bYut uafortunstely he wvas not availsable wp to 27 Mareh 1947, The Chief of Folice
of sald tova was also contacted tut he could not glve any informetion regerding the
srid Jepeneee atrocitiss as be wes at Celeuag, nesen, during the Japsunese occupa-
tien,

Lopaz, ‘mexon, .1,
» "
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2. Lifferts were sxerted to contact and get statements froam Nr, Safael
HARIRZ of Levez, mezon, Bestoris MANAS of Berrio Sea Hogue, Love:z, Jaeszon,
Celeostine JUBIDA, resident of Barrio M:zgilayan, lopesz, mezen, and Rosario HAJIDA,
recideat of Jarrio Eannbahin Ilaye, ilopes, ‘mezon, but unfortunstely, we were not
gble to meet them decsuse Mr, Rafael MARQUELZ was at that time in imcens, Tayadas,
snd offorts to locate hiw in ILucenn on the afterncon of the 27¢h and on the moming
of the 28th were in vein; the others were in their respective bdarrios sbove-acn.




tioned which were insccensible due %0 poor road conditions., However, the Chief of
Pelice promiged ue that he wvould send pereons to conteet them and teoll them %o come
to the towa provner, but thay felled %o come or contact us in the towmn proper wp to
27 Mareh 1847, Other persons in said town were contacted, Put they do not have
persoral kanowledge of the atrocities committed by the Japanese axcept from hearsay.
It vas gathered from the investigation that lLepesz, prier to the war, hed a populs-
tion of around 24,000 and at present, the towm proper hes oaly & population of more
or less 5,000 becouse the houser vere all burned and/or destroyed by the retreating
Japanese during the lidereation,

¥o 1 delieve that sufficient competent evideanse nov avellabdble has deen per-
potunted, |

There were attachad %o the foregoing nesorandum, affidavits by Anita O,
ARGOSIRG, Luiss V, HONDEAGUK and Efigzenio €. PANCARIBAR, Their statements resd as

follows}

FARITA C. ARGOSING, after heving been duly sworn on oath, testified ot the
Municipael Puilding of Lopes, Wweszon, F.1., on 20 MHarch 1947, ne follows:

% FPleage state your asme, age, nationglity, occupation, residence, =né other
personal circumstances,
Anite Clivensa ARGOSING, 36 years of age, Filiplaa, widow, proprietor, native
end resident of Lopez, ‘Mezon (Tayabes) Provinece, "hilipreines.

90 you expect to remeain 2t your present address, i1f not wvhere do you intend

to movel
Yes, I expect to remain ot wy present address,

Juring the Japsnese cccupation, were you a resident of Lovesz, ‘(uezon rovince,
Philivrinest
Yes.

Jo you know of any massecrs committed by the Japanese forces here ia your towm,
end 1T wo, plecre Yelate in your own words vhat hepprened?

Tes. Juring the monthe of March snd April, 1944, the Japsnese soldiers
gerrisoned hare at Lopez arrested various peoples including men, vomen, snd
c¢hildren. Coe of those arrested was my Musband, Dominsdor Z. ARGOSIRG, HNe
vas arrested an March 26, 1944, together with ny son, Dominader ARGOSING, Jr,
Both of them never returned home ead 1 presuned that they were murdered YWy

the Jepanese, together with other people. On the 23rd of April, 1944, 1,
together with the other families of the fourteen priscners visited the garrison
to Bring food, and we were informed thet Shey were gone already, sad from thet
time cn, tiose sixteen pricomers, inecluding sy husband snd son, wvere not seen
sayuors. Asmong those that 1 lknow aside from ny mshand and son, wvere MHamerto
CANTARA, Jegus MORDRAGON, Fpimseo ZUARAND, Niguel MARJEZ, Plo TABING, Pniliyp
MARQUEL, NHonorateo LACUARIN, Rufime VILLATI, Aatonie CONDUCTO, Aprenismo
AUNERTAUG, basilic SERDON, snd others whose nemes I can no longer reaenber.
These victing were sll eivilimn Filipinoe snd residente of Lopes, Snezon,

Flease relste how your hushbead, Nr. Dominsdor ARGOSIRO gund your son, Dominsdor
ARGOSIRG, Jr., were arrected by the Japanese on Mareh 26, 1944,

I cannot exasetly remembder the numder of Japanese soldiers that weant to our
house sad arrested my Musdand and son, 1 was at thet time terridly afraid
and almoszt lost conscionsness,

U4d you witnesn the murder of your hmsbend end son by the Japanese!

50, 1 did not witness 1%, I only presumed thst they were killed on the 23xd

of April, 1944, because when 1 brought food for them in the garrison, ny lms-
bané sad son were not there saymere and since them they never returned home.

Where was the Japenese garriecon st Lopes loceted at that Sige!?
it vas located at the Lopesx Elementary School, lepes, aeszon, Philipnines.




9111 you plesge give us the nemes of the Japanese officers and snllsted men
responsidle for the said atrocities and will you give 2 brief description of
thami

The Jepanese comuander of the garrison at thet Sime was Captadin OT0, I 4o mot
inow his first nsme. The other officers were Ceptain CHIGIWA, Captain FAGASA,
Captain YAGI, and Colonel SEUGI, 1 do mot knov the names of the others. H
2180 4o not know the nemes of any of the enlisted men. Captain UTO was a tall
fellow, wedium built, snd had short cropped hair., He did not wear glasses.
That 1is all 1 remesmber of hMn, Captain CHIGIVA wes killed by the guerrilles.
Captain PAGASA wes & small robust fellow with a2 mustache, Golonesl SHUGL was =
small fellow, more or less around 50 years of age. 1 2lso remeaber caother
Jopsnese by the name of HASEINOIO, a tescher in Hippongo. Fe wae & small
fellow vith ¢ sueteche and was rather Shis,

Do you know the resson or metive of the Japenese why your hmsband and son vere

grrecvted snd killedl?
I do not know of any Teaeon,

o you know of pay other persons thet have knowledse of theee atrocitiss, par-
tieulerly the sassacre committed by the Jepanese duriang the sonthe of Marah
and Anril, 1944 here at Lovez, nesonl

Yoo, BHafsel T. HATQWEZ, a recident of Lopex, (uezon; Nestoria HARAS, resident
of Barrio Sen Reque, Loper, ueszon; Celestina JOBIDA, resident of Barrio Magl-
layan, Lover, wezon; Hosario MALUIDA, resident of Barrieo Banabehin llaya,
Lones, ‘meron, snd our ViceMsyor, Efigenio C. FANGANIRAR,

Do vou know of suy survivor of the said strocities comnitted by the Jepsnesel
Bone,

Do you have suything more %0 stste in this connection’?
Ko more,"” .
e/t/ sniie Olivenszm ARGOSING

 BLUISA V., MOBLBRAGOS, sfter having deen duly sworn, testified at the Munieipal
Pullding of Lovez, uesen, P. 1., on 26 Mereh 1947, as follows! .

Pleass state your maiden name, 28, residence address, end other pervonal cir-
cunetancen,

Luisa VICTURIA, 49 years of sge, Filipina, widow, housekeeper sad propriator,
astive snd resident of Lope:z, Sunezon (Taysbas) Frevinmee, P, 1,

Do you intend 0 remsin at your preseat -.ddrui. snd Af not, how cpn your
wheresbouts in the future de ascertained?
Lopes, <ueron is wy permanent address sad 1 do not intend %o leave.

uring the Japeness ocecupstion were you a resident of Lopes, wueson, F. 1.°¥
I... Bir.

Do you know of say strocities committed by the Jepanese soldiere here in Lopez
durine the occunetion, snd if =0, plesse state or relste said atrocitises,
Juring the year 1943, I do not remember the exget date, the Japanese garrisen
here im Lopes often times nicked up mem suspected as guerrillas and sald aen
never returned to their homes, 0 it is presumed that they were killed or mur-
dered by the Japasese, In the yesr 1944, deginning in the month of Nareh wp
to April of the ssme yeer, various men vere picked up by the Japanese seldiers
here im our town. One of them was my husbend by the name of Jesus A, VUEDRAGIE,
About thie time arouid & thousand men were garrisoned by $he Japenese, iaclud.
ing men, woumen, snd children. Some of the women were even preguant and othere
delivered thelr child in the garrison. Some of them were later released and
others never returned home. One of them was ny Mmsband who never returaed
home, #nd it i¢ presumed thet he was wurdered by the Japanese Sogether with

other versone zarrisened by the Japanese,
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hess, mentioning perticul arly the exact date,

It was on the month of Mareh 1944, I connoct remesber the exact dey vhen my
msband, Jesus A, NONDRAOCK was arrested by the Japanese, gerrisoned here at
Lopez. He was corried $o the garrieoen poet situated at the Lope: Dlementary
Sehcol., 1 d4¢ not witness the killing of my Musband, dut 1 presumed that he
¥as killed in the month of April, 1944, Since then ! wag not shle to see hiu
and he never returned home wp %0 the present tiane,

¥ill you please glve an estimete of the musber of people killed by the Japenese
here ia Leper, uewon during their occupsationd
Frobably more or less one thoussnd.

Do you know of agy reeson or motive vhy the Jansnese killed those neonle PEle
ticularly your husbend?
Frobedly thay suspected that they were gusrrillas and pro-Anericans,

Y0 you kuow the Japenese soldiers that arrested your husband! .
o, 1 do not kvow them, dut 4f 1 will se® thes agein, probedly I esa identify
then, :

“ho wae the mnnd!n.é officer of the Japanese garrison at lopes, uezon at
that tinet
I think 1% was Captein OFO0,

Please give us a descrintion of said Captain OTO1
o wae a tall fellow. I can identify him 17 I will see hin agnin,

ihat wes hig firet nsme?
I do not know,

¥ill you plense state the names of persone murdered nd/or killeé by the Japs.
nese here im Lopes, their residences snd nationalitiest

Jesus A, MONRDRAGON, Dominader 2. AHGUSIAG, Dominader ARGOSING, Jr., Miguel
MARUEZ, Ipimeee ZURBANC, Mamerto CAETARA, Flo TiBING, Lueilo JIDA, Fhillp
MARQUEL, Rufino VILLATI, Nemesie VIiLATI, Patrieio SIASQN, Luis VILLAFLAKA,
Jominador CURICEC, Francisecs LAFULETE, Karcele FARON, Viceate LR LA ROEA, Donate
L& LA HOBA, Gerarde BARRUS, Gliserio HlCAFURT, Sixto TARGA, Francieco VILLEGAS,
Seatioge VILLIGAS, Baeilio SARDON, Joequin VALERCIA, Montano VILLAFUERTE,
feardo A'CEDC, Atilano VILLAFUERTE, Urbano FANIOSO, hacaris CALYARIO, and
ethers whose names ] do not krxow, and others that I esam no longer remexder.

All of these men were Fllipinos and residents of Loper, ‘weson,

40 you have snything more o state in counection with this natter?

The towa proper of Loves, including seversl houses in ¢ .

fowario, Lelmguns, snd San Roque, wers durned by the Jepanese. Alse in the
berric of Gibay houses were burned by the Japanese.

Yhen was thet!
turing the liberation when the Japaneee foreces were retreating.

Jo you hsve anaything more to efato or addl
Ho loro.'

e/s/ tudsn Yictaria NUNDBAGCH

"EFIGENIO ¢, FARGARIBAN, after having bdeen duly swora, testified at the Munici.
Puilding of Leopes, <uezon, Philippines, on 28 Hereh 1947, as followst

Flease state your name, age, nationality, occunation, residence and othar per.
sonal circumetances, ~

Efigenio C, PANGANIFAN, 47 years old, Filipino, Viee-Mayor of Lopes, mezon
‘rovince, "hilippines, snd » native and resident of the said place,




buring the Japenese occupation were you 2 resideat of Lopesx, Wuezon (Tayabas)
Yrovince, Fhullippines!
Yeou. :

Do you know of any atrocities committed by the Japanese during thelr occwpation
here at Lopexi

Tes.

Please relsate the atrocities committed by the Japanese that you know,

During the months of MHareh and April 1944, the Japanese garrisen here st Lopesn,
Queson, arrested various peoples and imprisoned them st the Lopex slementery
Sehool, HMany of the psople arrested never returned home, and it was presumed
that they were 211 killed. Nejority of those people arrezted were civilians
and those Xilled were duried in the dackyard of the seid Loper Eleamontary Scheol
vhere their garrison was located., Up $o the present traces of the graves of
those nersone killed can de seen,

Messe state the names of the persons that you kuov that vere massacred by the
J-lm.”o

Jesue A. MONDRAGON, Dominador 2., ARGOZINO, Dominedor ARGOSIED, Jr., Wiguel
MARQUFZ, Plo TAEING, Luecile JIDA, Evimmco ZURBANO, Fufine VILLATI, lamerto
CARTAGA, Philip MARIEZ, Dominador CURICSO, FPatricio SIASOE, Nemesies VILLATI,
lmis VILLAPLARA, Franelsce ALIUIRTE, Denate LELA ROSA, Vicente BE LA ROSA,
Gergrdo RARECS, Mareelo BARCN, Glicerio RICAFCRT, Fremcires YILLUGAS, Ysntiege
VILLYGAS, Sixto TARGA, Fagiido SAMDON, Montame VILLAJUERTE, Attlano VILLAFUIRTER,
Jomguin VALIECIA, Ricardo APCEDO, Macario CALVARIO, and Urbasno PANIOEC, and
Marisno ALM ETAD, The others are not known to me,

‘hat other strocities that you Xnow that were committed by the Japanesel

On Mareh 14, 1944, the Jeppnese houdarded the barrios of Lelsguna and Ropario,
The darrieo of Lelsguna was borderded for two deys killing elviliane snd destroy-
ing houses. The hounsee of Fametina LANEADOR gnd Laureano FARIRC recelved direct
hits and they were both totally destroyed. In the house of Faustina LAFEADCR
the following were killed: ESebastien ARIT, Basilisa AZIT, Jose ARIT, Alexander
ARIT, snd Julia ARIT, GSedustian ARIT wes the husdand of snid Feuetina LABRALCR
sud the otlere were their sons and daughters,

Vo you know of sny motive or couse why the Japoness committed eald atrocitiest
Those versons arrested were susprected a8 guerrillias and the said barrios vere
bomberded due to their Delief that said places were the camps of the guerrililas,

Uo you know the nemes and a short deseription of the Japsnege officere and w0l
diere responsible for the strocities you mentioned?

They were Colonel SHUGI, & small fellow, nore or less arownd 50 years of age,
with somevhat an ovel fuce; Capt. OTQ, the arrison commsnder at Lopez, wheo
wog & tall fellow. Cept YAGI wae & tall fellow with & sustache alvays carrxying
a long cane, Capt., CHIGIVWA wae killed by the guerrillas,

Do you hsve saything more to state in thie conneetion!
Ko more.
of/t/ Bfigeaio G, DANGANINAN

The eriginale of the sbove mentioned documentes are being transmitted %0 the
Criminal Pagletry Division with their copy of this report.

USREYELOPED LEADS:

The Tokvo Office -~ A% Tokyo -- Will contnet the €IS and obtain all avallsble
information concern’ng sudject, /

Will repert the result of the demand on the Japanese Covermment for the mili.
tary sad biographical history of KURODA,

Will report the result of the interrogation of Frofessor CUFRAN, with reference
to the massacre of the town of Lepex, Tayabas Province, F.l.




¥ill interview subjeet 2t Suzano Prisen relstive to the Lopes masssere,

Unen completion of the leads, will diescuss this matter with the Prosecution

Division for the purpose of determining whether or not & prosecution of sub jeet
will b¢ entertained,
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XUSODA, Shigemori.

gonfined in Sugamo Frison,

As CO er-in-ghier of all Japanese Forces in the
philippine lalands in 1949, SUBJECT bears comnand responsibility for
pumerous wholesale murders, massacres, rapes, cruelties and torjyures
of Filipino and U,.5, citiseas, and military personnel. SUBJECT was also
Comzamanding General, 26%h, pivision in Herth China ia 1941; Chief -of~-
staff, southern Expedlitisnary Arwy ian 1942,

REMAIKSY

An examination of the FO¥ files in the office of the
philippine Division, Legal Section, GHG , 3CAP, will re¥eal many
strocities committed during SUBJECT's teaure in the Philippine Isiands.
G2 in a report dated 8 May 1947
vasis for war crimes charges in
atroclities committed during his tenure in the P
recommends release of KURODA from internnent without prefercnce of
charges,”

. It is recoumended that SUBJECT be retalsed in custody
for trial as & Class B war erininal suspect,
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GENERAL HEADQUARTER S

FAR EAST COMMAND

CHECK SHEET

(Do not remove from attached sheets)

Subject: KURODA Shigenori, Internee in Sugamo Prieon

1nyY 194/
To: Legal Section Date: 8 MAY 134
Info Copy Tos  IPS GB/CIS/0D; TPD/FAF/mk

1. Curriculum Vitese of KURODA Shigenori (TAB A) indicates that he is a
career army officer who was Chief of Staff of the Southern Army in China in

July 1242 and Commander-in-Chief of the forces in the Philippine Ielande
from May 1943 to October 1944,

c» KURODA is said to be a very capable staff officer and to have been
a member of the first group 1n his clase to be promoted to Lt. General,
Availeble information indiecates that KURODA has had considerable staff
experience but that he has not held command of Tirst importance in battle,

His Philippine command was prior to the Leyte invasion when General YAMASHITA
Tomoyuki was named supreme commsnder in the Philippines,

3., Legal Section Investigation Division report No, 1393, dated 7 Febru-
ary 1947, mentions affidavits with reepgct to atrocities which may have been
comnitted in the Philippines during{KUﬁ@ﬁ@.é'tenure of command, Legal Section
will undoubtedly study KURODAf s qpqq;ﬁ!th reppect to such activity with a
View to prosecution or release, E’“*“; [TH
VATV 151

4, Unless Legal Se tion findé basis for war crimes chargee in connec-
tion with KURODA's commands and/or atrocities committed during his tenure

in the Philippine Islands, G-2 rec?mmenda release of KURODA from internment
without preference of charges, 2

. .-‘ i f /’
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SEGRET

KURODA Shigenori, Internee in Sugamo Frison

G2 Legal Section B AN
Info Copy To: 1IPS GB/CIS/OD;: TPD/FAF/mk

1, Curriculum Vitae of XURODA Shigenori (TAB A) indicates that he 18 a
career army officer who was Chief of Staff of the Southern Army in China in
July 1942 and Commander-in-Chief of the forces in the Philippine Islands
from May 1943 $o0 October 1944,

2. KURODA is said to be a very capadle staff officer and $o have been
a member of the first group in his class to be promoted to L%, General.
Available information indicates that KURODA has had considerable staff
experience but that he has not held command of first importange in battle.
His Philippine command was prior to the Leyte invasion when Golpn:l YAMASHITA
Tomoyuki was named supreme commander i{n the Philippines. |

3. Legal Section Investigation Division report No. 1393, dated 7 Febru-
ary 1947, mentions affidavits with respect to atrocities which may have been
comnitted in the Philippines during XURODA's tenure of command, Legal Section
will undoubtedly study KURODA's case with respect to such activity with a
view to prosecution or release.

4. Unless Legal Section finds basis for war crimes charges in connec-
tion with KURODA's commands and/or atrocities committed during his tenure
in the Philippine Islands, (-2 recommends release of KURODA from i{nternment
without preference of charges.

- - SAB A = Qurriculum Vitge_of KURODA Shigenori, _ _ _C.A.W.




Curriéulum Vitae of KURODA Shigenori




Curriculum Vitae of KURCLA Shigenori

1887
1906
1207
1209
1209
1913
1918
1916
1917

-
b

Lec
Dec
May
Dec
Feb
Jec
Nov

Aug

Aug

Jun

219 Jul

May
Aug
May

Aug

Born

Entered 47th Infantry Regiment

Entered Military Academy

Graduated Military Academy

Second Lieutenant

Firet Lieutenant

Entered Military Staff College

Graduested Military Staff College

Attached to Headgquarters of the Inspector-General of Military
Education

Company Commander, 47th Infantry Regiment
1918 Aug-1212 Apr Participated in the battles and guard in

Siteria

Captain after return to Jevan

Memher of Headquartere of the Inspector-General of Military
Education

Despatched to England

Major

Returned to Japan

Battalion Commander, 57th Infantry Reglment

Lieutenant Colonel

Member of Headquarters of the Inspector-General of Military
Edvucation

Colonel

Commender, 52%th Infantry Regiment
1922 Sep-1233 Aug Participated in the battles and guaiC in

various places of Manchurie

"hief, Conscription Section of Millitary Affeirs bureau,
Minisuvry nf War

nesident Military Officer in India

Major General

Returned to Japan

Commander, Infantry Corps of 26th Division
1238 Feb-1238 Nov Participated in the operations of various
places in Northern Chine and engaged in the guard of Tatun

Commander, 4th Independent Garrison Unit in Manchuria

Lieuntenant General

Commander, 26th Division in Northern Chlna

Deputy Inspector-General of Military Education

Acting Inspector-General of Military Education

Chief of Staff of the Southern Arnmy
Arrived at Singapore via Shanghai, Taihoku and Saigon

Arrived at Manila
1943 May-1244-- Participated in the operation of the

Philippine Islands

Commender-in-Chief, 14th Army Area

Attached to Military General Sitaff

Left Manila

Retired from service

Interned in Sugamo Prison as a war crimes suspect




