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J NITED STATES STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
O ALE DIVISION

(Pacific)
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Interview with TSUKAHARA, Toshiro, Board of Informatlon, EIKAKL
SHIRYO BU, YORON CHOSA KA.

Subject: Information on tne Board of Information Fublie Upinion
aurvey.

Tnterviewer: Capt., %m, lMagistrettl
slace: Yeljl Building

Time: 9:30 - 11:30, 12 Uecember 1945

1

JACKCROUNDS

.

subject assumed nis prasent duties as nead of the Public U ninion
survey Section of the Board of Tnformation in Cctober 1945, FPrior
to that he was in the Folitical Cectlon of Domel. During his under-
graduate cdays at the 1T0xKyo Irperial University he studied Coclology
under Professor B Teizo Toda. ne graduated from TOkyO [mperisal

University in 1935.
SULMARYs Toples.

1. Public Opinion During the ¥ar 1in JADAN

2. Various types of controls exercised by the Government on ihe
press and the people.

3, Lffectiveness of foreign broadcasis snd printed propaganda,
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~ “hat was Japanese public oninion at the beginning of the war:

T . There was no public opinion in Japan because T0J0 did not permiy
free talk. However there was discontent but no true public
opinion. There was no survey of public opinion as to whatller
Japan should go to war., Japan went to war at the [mperor's
sishes. After going to war the people were overshelmingly in
support of 1it.

7 - ¥hat was public feellng in regard to the bombing:

T « At the time of the bombing the government told the people thnt they
could resist by eivilian air rald precaution reasures, However,
the results were very poor and The people were disapnointed
bacause they couldn’t resist.
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- ”wn you glve me something more about public opinion at tha
heginning of the war?

unprﬂmmreaneqs and the people felt that tney rad beaten ine
smerican fleet and had won., ilowever, at the end Qf the expan-

f

gion in the South inhe graduml ¢3uﬂ?ﬁr-attﬂbn oe&an and about the

rime of the battle of Uxinaw seople began to thl nk seriously
about the war. They felt tnef ~ust end the war here, S0me
voices calling for a negotlated peace Were heard within the

government and within tﬁe economic world, Tojo only wantec io
Qrﬁhl tinue the war, That lb.Llhj.pa cer tain ffactions in the Tar

Jinistry and the Chiel of Stafc. However, these wers controiled

by the Tojo clique, and those opposed to the Tojo cligque were

a.t.i.,.ir*wﬂ*d by means of various laws., 48 8 matter ol Dprolaganaa,
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false com muﬂ*”haﬁ and false news Ireporis were sent out,

- nat sbout government control of newspapers.
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- The {irst stage Was reached in 19395 when the newspspels e E

of one paper for each Ken was arl rived at., At
various newspapers were amalpamated, FPrior io that the Uomel
igency had become nerely an offlc ﬂ.aj_ Organs '..mm:}‘:. Y¥R8 COon-

trolled by gove ernment directives Ly the Lensors 1ip Secti

t
by the Second nivision of the Roard of imiurw *iﬁn an that Taey
woare unable to write tne trutn
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s & governonent ovgan. In 1940 and 1941 the nolicy
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. Yhen did the people vegin 9o iighelieve Lhe News.
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NeODLES began to look beiil ngd the News. Prom Saipan on they O0€g L3 $1

o
tn disbelieve the news @uvirvi“ ayan tn& ceneral public, ith
A \ %

e bombing the peorle began 10 feel that the War #as 1
felt that the U, S. would try to divide opinion by bombin
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of the hnwhiﬂh vy nuniie air raid precauvtions,. They told the
| Y &P v ~y 2 N 'a¥a® i P g 8 & 5 T y ™% HE‘ _rT‘_
neorle that they were knocxing tae planes Ao, bt they ¢oull

not h“la out in t.1is ;amwcv rt the time of Oklnawa the neone
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at various *15*&. The government was unab.ie to suppress lisien-
\ A . | o g . 1 & o~ % - - % -~
ing Lo ffﬂ“?l"”l b“‘b}adcn- t . The people relt Lhat Japaen Was aaton

by the bombing. HOWever, they relt that they should fignt the
landingse. The military star ted to deploy the
opposition 0 & Lanzinh, wut there were various botile
1n the movement of troops, elc.
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- 4% the outset the Japanese ~ac some success bdecause oI Lhe gnamy !




announcements could be shown to be true in light ol later
factual developments. I course, there were some false Tre DOT VB,

- Tere you ever overseast
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I went to Cnina in 1937 and covered tihe .&arco Polo Bridge
incident. Col. Hata, Vice-Chief of Staff, told me that the
1ncident woulQ uecume bigger and bigger, so I want oul to gover
i¢. I felt that the enemy was bheing very up=-startish in their
clepims and thought a good deal about the war (he apologizea for
this, saying tnat later on he regretiled it). 1 went to the
Southern Heglons in 1942, to French Indo-Uhina, Malaya and Jrva.
i was suvwriaeu to find {iﬂt the various peor les did not “¢ 111y
welcome the Japanese {rom thelr heart, as we were t"‘* ﬁﬂ AN e
The Japaness military government po.iey wss poor. i t ;n“+

after falliing in China nerhaps tne ﬂilitury government yﬂliﬁ} WO LG
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be much betier in to “}Ltu&rq Regiong, but 1t was not. 7ihe
militery civilian government officlals were held doan dby the
military so no goond personnel would g0 out.

- 4hat were the various means of control of the press:
T = Censorship, var ious control laws, and varlous newsuapermagn were
vateched. zM e Presumadbly by the rolice).

Y« What were the relationshin of the Board of Information and vomaels

-

T w Domel waz sore or less attached €0 tne Roard of Information,.

The Board of Information set up the basic nolicy and then the var:
ministries wrote up their own nand-outa. The ministries nad boti
vorbal and written announcements. “4itnria¢3 were only cmnfrohte¢

by censorship. In some casea, the press had direct instructions
from the wiliturv nublic relstions wﬁtxcea even to the %xu&ﬂt

uim* they werc told waut type of headlines and how rucn to write,

The Army was the 3?r“n*e¢t in ti.is regard, iowever, when the
ny “ﬁd Navy were ancorpar*teu into the bhoard of inf ormation,
dlhﬂﬁt all directives came {rom there, -
- ihat 1s the function of the Board of Informatlon:

1 - Only the eyes and ears. It is not tne mouth of tne government.

.

Can you tell me something about the public opinion survey<

- e are ccaducting the public opinion survey for demoeratic pur-
Deses., ('8 *aﬂit reports to the Cabinet and to General Hage
iArthur, through Lt. Col. North. #irst, we have 1O 6d ucate the
people 88 10 *rqp facts u weause of the false reports during tne
var and then e have to interview them. Some interviews run
1 hour and some run 1 iay. Je will go through the prefectural

authorities and the police to select t?‘f;*‘é‘mer‘._f,;.v&&'; of the
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various groups. Ve use students and newspapermen.
v « What about control of gneech and pressin the futurel

¥ - It i3 all right to controil sneech during wartime, but tnere 18
no necessity for such in the future. However, there snoulad be
gnme control over extremes of speech. For instance, sSomé DaODLe
are alreadv sayving that Awmerica has set up plans for making
Japan into a battlefield. The police should tell the individuals
that they should not say sucnh tiings, as it is not right. or
instance, some people are already saying thnat the Russo-American

sar nas already started.

e

1 - finat was the greatest strength of Japant

¢ - 1 believe the greatest strength was that tae people obeyed tne
orders of the Emperor.

- ihat was the greatest weakness of Japan’
T - Lack of seientific strength and the power of Japanese politics.
The people would not follow government orderse They would QO

{mprove productlion in spite of government requests. The leve.
of Japanese culture is low.

4 -« 7hat will heppen in Japan in the future’y

-
H

If tnings go on as at present Japan will become lixe the
Fhilippines. The people feel that there is no use In dolng any-
thinge The people will Lecome communists or annihilists,.

Y -« "hat 1ls desirable in the [uture for Japany

el
:

Japan should be bullt along suitural iines. The Tormer lesders
instilled warlike thoughts 1in the peopie, but ln the future

the peoprle should cooperate and go salong with the Jest., Shey
should have good political partles representative of the DEOD18e
However, tiis won't nappen in the coming election. The couniry
paople feel thav everytiing #ill te all right so long as toey
eat. They should be educated. The grammar schools should be
reyised, A good cabinet willi srobably appear tne end of next
year. All the otners #2111 be no good. Thne Bureaucrals ore
getting out gradually. The papers and the peoprle gshould attack

them (i.e., verbally).

% w Whom should I consult with reference to tne Jomel heporis on
nublic opinion about tue bonbing and farm condaitions during tne

WarXs
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¥ . what about propaganda through religion?
T - I have no interest in that pnase.
- “nat about propaganda or controls through the ministry of educationy
T - Frobably some.
¥ - Did vou see foreign propaganda, guch as leaflets, etC.”

T - [ saw some. One which I saw in Chiba prefecture was the {irsi.
It had a comic drawing and the message Was that the milltarists
gare over-riding the people., The government wanted to preveni lne
people from seeling Them but the people.concealed ithem and
probably believed them because the facts became apparent laler
on, By and large they were preliy well done.

¥ - How did you feel about the wary

T « ] felt that they should negotiale a peace in the ecarly stages, butl
vnew that the war was hopeless at Salpane. The country was ?uiléd
into the war by Tojo's "short mind®, There was a lot of friction
between tne Army and Navy. Cven the army and HNavy reporters
gquarreled amdng themselves.

dr. Tsukahara then arranged for a luncheon gith ¥r. Atsuyasa ukads,
faymerly o foreign office official wiho had Deen in the Secretariat of

-

the Roard of Information all during the war,
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