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WILHELM MEISTER

BOOK VI
CONFESSIONS OF A FAIR SAINT

Till my eighth year, I was always a healthy child; but of
that period I can recollect no more than of the day when
I was born. About the beginning of my eighth year, I was
seized with a hemorrhage; and from that moment my
soul became all feeling, all memory. The smallest cir-
cumatances of that accident are yet before my eyes, as
if they had occurred but yesterday.

During the nine months, which 1 then spent patlently
upon a sick-bed, it appears to me, the ground-work of my
whole turn of thought was laid; as the first means were then
afforded my mind of developing itself in its own manner.

I suffered and I loved; this was the peculiar form of my
heart. In the most violent fits of coughmg, in the depres-
ging pains of fever, I lay quiet, like a snail drawn back
within its house: the moment I obtained a respite, 1
wanted to enjoy something pleasant; and as every other
pleasure was denied me, I endeavoured to amuse myself
with the innocent delights of eye and ear. The people
brought me dolls and picturebooks; and whoever would
sit by my bed, was obliged to tell me something.

Lrespite, 1 B: < 22 JH ¥,  2wps dénied K 3.
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WILHELM MEISTER

From my mother | rejoiced to hear the Bible histories:
and my father entertained me with natural curiosities.
He had a very pretty cabinet; from which he brought me
first one drawer and then another, as occasion served;
showing me the articles, and pointing out their properties.
Dried plants and insects, with many kinds of anatomical
preparations, such as human skin, bones, mummies and
the like, were in succession laid upon the sick-bed of the
little one; the birds and animals he killed in hunting were
shown to me, before they passed into the kitchen: and
that the Prince of the World might also have a voice in
this assembly, my aunt related to me love-adventures
out of fairy tales. All was accepted, all took root. There
were hours in which I vividly conversed with the Invisible
Power. 1 can still repeat some verses, which I then die-
tated, and my mother wrote down.

Often I would tell my father back again what I had
learned from him. Rarely did I take any physic without
asking where the simples 1t was made of grew, what look
they had, what names they bore. Nor had the stories
of my aunt lighted on stony ground. 1 figured myself
out-in pretty clothes; and met the most delightful princes,
who' could find no peace or rest, till they discovered
who the unknown beauty was. One adventure of this
kind, with a charming little angel, dressed in white, with
golden wings, who warmly courted me, I dwelt upon so
long, that my imagination painted out his form almost
to visibility.

After a year, | was pretty well restored to health; but

1physic, #. 2courted, &k #1, ;K %, k |. § visibility, # B W 5.
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WILHELM MEISTER

nothing of the giddiness of childhood remained with me.
I could not play with dolls; I longed for beings able to
return my love. Dogs, cats, and birds, of which my father
kept a great variety, afforded me delight: but what would
I bave given for such a creature as my aunt once told me
ofl It was a lamb, which a peasant girl took up and nour-
ished in a wood; but in the guise of this pretty beast an
enchanted prince was hid; who at length appeared in his
native shape, a lovely youth, and rewarded his bene-
factress by his hand. Such a lamb I would have given
the world for.

But there was none to be had; and as everything about
me went on in such a guite natural manner, I by degrees
all but abandoned nearly all hopes of such a treasure.
Meanwhile I comforted myself by reading books, in which
the strangest incidents were set forth. Among them all
my favourite was the Christian German Hercules: that
devout love-history was altogether in my way. When-
ever anything befell his dear Valiska, and cruel things
befell her, he always prayed before hastening to her aid,
and the prayers stood there verbatim. My longing after
the Invisible, which I had always dimly felt, was strength-
ened by such means: for, in short, it was ordained that
God should also be my confidant.

As 1 grew older, I continued reading, Heaven knows
what, in chaotic order. The Roman Octavia was the book
T liked beyond all others. The persecutions of the first
Christians, decorated with the charms of a romance, awoke
the deepest interest in me.

Lverbatim, i B <.
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WILHELM MEISTER

But my mother now began to murmur at my constant
reading; and to humour her, my father took away my
books to-day, but gave them back to-morrow. She was
wige enough to see that nothing could be done in this way;
she next insisted merely that my Bible should be read
with equal diligence. To this I was not disinclined: and
I accordingly perused the sacred volume with a lively
interest. Withal my mother was extremely careful that
no books of a corruptive tendency should come into my
hands: immodest writings I would, of my own accord,
have cast away; for my princes and my princesses were
all extremely virtuous.

To my mother, and my zeal or knowledge, it was owing
that with all my love to books I also learned to cook; for
much was to be seen in cookery. To cut up a hen, a pig,
was quite a feast for me. I used to bring the entrails
to my father, and he talked with me about them, as if
I had been a student of anatomy. With suppressed joy.
he would often call me his misfashioned son.

My twelith year was now behind me. I learned French,
dancing and drawing; 1 received the usual instructions in
religion. In the latter, many thoughts and feelings were
awakened; but nothing properly relating to my own con-
dition. I liked to hear the people speak of God; I was proud
that I could speak on these points better than my equals.
I zealously read many books which put me in a condition to
talk about religion; but it never once struck me to think
how matters stood with me, whether my soul was formed
according to these holy precepts, whether it was like a

thumour, § #f.
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WILHELM MRISTE-

glass from which the everlasting sun could be reflected 1n
its glancing. From the first, I had presupposed all this.

My French I learned with eagerness. My teacher was a
clever man. He was not a vain empirie, not a dry gram-
marian: he had learning, he had seen the world. In-
structing me in language, he satistied my zeal for knowledge
in & thousand ways. | loved him so much. that I used to
wait his coming with a palpitating heart. Drawing was
not hard for me: I should have made greater progress
had my teacher possessed head and science’ he had only
hands and practice.

Dancing was, at first, one ot my smallest amusements:
my body was too sensitive for it; I learned it only in the
company of my sisters. But our dancing-master took
a thought of gathering ali his scholars, male and female
and giving them n ball "This event ¢ave dancing quite
another charm for me.

Amid # throng of boys unua giris, the most remarkable
yere two sons of the Marshal of the Court. The younger
was of my age, the other two years older; they were children
of such beauty that, according to the universa voice,
ao one had seen their like. For my part, scarcely had ]
noticed them, when | lost sight of all the other crowd.
From that moment | began to dance with care, and to
wish that T could dance with grace. How came it, on the
other hand, that these two boys distinguished me from all
the rest? No matter; before an hour had passed, we had
become the warmest friends; and our little entertainment
did not end. till we had fixed upon the time and place

‘empiric. 4 3 M 7).
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WILHELM MEISTER

where we were next to meet. What a joy for me! And
"how charmed was I next morning when both of them in-
quired for my health, each in a gallant note, accompanied
with a nosegay! I have never since felt as I then didl
Compilment was met by compliment; letter answered
letter. The church and the public walks were grown a
rendezvous. our young acquaintances, in all their little
parties, now invited us together; while, at the same time,
we were sly enough to veil the business from our parents,
so that they saw no more of it than we thought good.

‘Thus had I at once got a pair of loves. 1 had yet de-
cided upon neither; they both pleased me, and we did
extremely well together. All ab once, the elder of the
two fell very sick. ! myself had often been sick; and
thus I was enabled, by rendering him many little dainties
and delicacies suited for a sick person, to afford some solace
to the sufferer. His parents thankfully acknowledged my
attention: in compliance with the prayer of their beloved
son, they invited me, with all my sisters, to their house,
50 soon as he had risen from his sick-bed. The tenderness,
which he displayed on meeting me, was not the feeling of
a child; from that day I gave the preference to him. He
warned me to keep our secret from his brother; but the
flame could no longer be concealed: and the jealousy of the
younger completed our romance. He played us a thou-
sand trioks; eager to annihilate our joys. he but increased
the passion he was seeking to destroy.

At last, then, I had actually found the wished-for jamb;
and this attachment acted on me like my sickness; it made

1pendezvous, ¥ 1} 2% ) Z BF.
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WILHELM AMEISTER

me calm, and drew me back from noisy pleasures. I was
solitary, 1 was moved; and thoughts of God again occurred
to me. He was again my confidant, and I well remember
with what tears T often prayed for this poor boy, who still
continued sickly.

The more childishness there was in this adventure, the
more did it contribute to the forming of my heart. Our
French teacher had now turned us from translating, into
daily writing him some letter of our own invention. 1
brought my little history to market, shrouded in the names
of Phyllis and Damon. The old man soon saw through
it; and to render me communicative, praised my labour
very much. 1 still waxed bolder; came openly out with
the affair, adhering even in the minute details to truth.
i do not now remember what the passage was at which he
took occasion to remark: “‘How pretty, how natural it is!
But the good Phyllis had better have a care: the thing
may soon grow serious.”

It vexed me that he did nov look upon the matter as
aiready serious; and I asked him, with an air of pique,
what he meant by serious. [ had not to repeat the ques-
tion; he explained himself so clearly, that I could scarcely
hide my terror. Yet, as anger came along with it, as I
took it ill that he should entertain such thoughts, I kept
rayself composed; I tried to justify my nymph; and said
with glowing cheeks: ‘Bu#. sir, Phyll . an honourable
girl.”

He was rogue enough to banter me about my honourable.
heroine. While we were speaking French, he played upon

‘confirlant, T RS b 3 X
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WILHELM MEISTER

the word honnéte, and hunted the honourableness ot
Phyllis over all its meanings. I felt the ridicule of this,
and was extremey puzzled. He, not to frighten me,
broke off; but afterwards often led the conversation to
such topics. Plays and little histories, such as | was
reading and translating with him, gave him frequent
opportunity to show how feeble a security against the
calls of inclination cur boasted virtue was. I no longer
contradicted him: but I was in secret scandalised: and
his remarks became a burden to me.

With my worthy Damon, too, I by degrees tell out ot all
connection. 'The chicanery of the younger boy destroyed
our intercourse, Scon after, both these blooming crea-
tures died. ' lamented sore: however, in a short time
[ forgot.

But Phyllis rapidly ncreased n stature; was altogethe:
healthy, and began to see the world. The hereditary
prince now married; and a short time after, on this father’s
death, began his rule. Court and town were in the live-
liest motion: my curiosity had copious nourishment.
There were plays and balls, with all their usual accom-
paniments; and though my parents kept retired as much
as possible, they were obliged to show themselves at court,
where | was of course introduced. Strangers were pouring
1 from every side; high company was in every house;
even to us some cavaliers were recommended, others intro-
duced; and at my uncle’s men of every nation might be
met with

-chicanary, kT 3% # &t
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WILHELM MEISTER

My honest mentor still continued, in a modest and yet
striking way, to warn me; and I in secret to take it ill of
Lim. With regard to his assertion that women under every
circumstance were weak, 1 did not feel at all convinced;
and here perhaps I was in the right, and my mentor in the
wrong; but he spoke so earnestly, that once I grew afraid
he might be right, and said to him, with much vivacity:
“Since the danger is so great, and the human heart so
weak, I will pray to God that He may keep me.”

This simple answer seemed to please him, for he praised
my purpose; but on my side, it was anything but seriously
meant. 1t was, in truth, but an empty word; for my
feelings towards the Invisible were almost totally ex-
tingnished. The hurry and the crowd I lived in, dissipated
my attention, and carried me along as in a rapid stream.
These were the emptfiest years of my life. All day long,
to speak of nothing, to have no solid thought; never to
do anything but revel: such was my employment. On
my beloved books I never once bestowed a thought. The
people 1 lived among had not the slightest tinge of litera-
ture or science: they were German courtiers; a class of
men at that time altogether destitute of culture.

‘Such society, it may be thought, must naturally have
ied me to the brink of ruin. T lived away in mere corporeal
cheerfulness; I never took myself to task, I never prayed,
[ never thought about myself or God. Yet I look upon
it as a providential guidance, that none of these many
handsome, rich and well-dressed men could take my faney.
They were rakes, and did not conceal if; this scared me
back: they adorned their speech with double meanings;
this offended me, made me act with coldness toward them.

9
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WILHELM MEISTER

Many times their mproprieties exceeded belief; and I
did not restrain myselt from being rude.

Besides, my ancient counsellor had once in confidence
contrived to tell me, that, with the greater part of these
lewd fellows, health as well as virtue was in danger. 1
rnow shuddered at the sight of them; I was afraid, if one
of them in any way approached too mear me. I would
not touch their cups or glasses, even the chairs they had
been sitting on. Thus morally and physically I remained
apart from them; all the compliments they paid me I
‘haughtily accepted, as incense that was due.

Among the strangers then resident among us, was one
young man peculiarly distinguished, whom we used in
sport to call Narciss. He had gained a reputation in the
diplomatic line; and among the various changes now oc-
curring at court, he was in hopes of meeting with some
advantageous place. He soon became acquainted with
my father: his acquirements and manners opened for him
the way to a select society of most accomplished men.
My father often spoke in praise of him: his figure, which
was very handsome, would have made a still better im-
pression, had it not been for something of self-complacency,
which breathed from the whole carriage of the man. 1
had seen him; I thought well of him; but we had never
spoken. | |

At a great ball, where we chanced to be in company, 1
danced a minute with him; but this too passed without
results. The more violent dances, in compliance with my
father, who felt anxious about my health, T was accus-
tomed to avoid: in the present case, when these came on,
I retired to an adjoining room, and began to talk with

10
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WILHELM MEISTER

certain of my friends, elderly ladies, who had set themselves
to cards.

Nareiss, who had jigged it for a while, at last came into
the room where I was; and having got the better of a bleed-
ing at the nose, which had overtaken him in dancing,
be began speaking with me about a multitude of things.
In half an hour, the talk had grown so interesting, that
neither of us could think of dancing any more. We were
rallied by our friends; but we did not let their bantering
disturb us. Next evening, we recommenced our conver-
gation, and were very careful not to hurt our health.

The acquaintance, then, was made. Narciss was often
with my sisters and myself; and I now once more began to
reckon over and consider what I knew, what I thought of,
what I had felt, and what I could express myself about in
conversation. My new friend had mingled in the best
society; besides the department of history and politics,
with every part of which he was familiar, he had gained
extensive literary knowledge; there was nothing new that
issued from the press, especially in France, that he was
unacquainted with. He brought or sent me many a
pleasant book; but this we had to keeP as secreb as forbid-
den love. Learned women had been made ridiculous,
nor were well-informed women tolerated,—apparently,
because it would have been uncivil to put so many ill-
informed men to shame. IEven my father, much as he
delighted in this new opportunity of cultivating my mind,
expressly stipulated that our .iterary commerce should
remain secret.

Thus our intercourse continued for almost year and day;
and still T could not say that, in any wise, Narcigs had
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WILHELM MEISTER

gver shown me aught of love or tenderness. He was
always complaisant and kind; but manifested nothing like
attachment: on the contrary, he even scemed to be in
some degree affected by the charms of my youngest sister,
who was then extremely beautiful. In sport, he gave
her many little friendly names, out of foreign tongues;
for he could speak two or three of these extremely well,
and loved to mix their idiomatic phrases with his German.
Such compliments she did not answer very liberally; she
was entangled in a different noose; and being very sharp,
while he was very sensitive, the two were often quarrel-
ling about trifles. With my mother and my aunt he
kept on very pleasant terms; and thus by gradual ad-
vances, he was grown to be a member of the family.

Who knows how long we might have lived in this way,
had not a curious accident altered our relations all at once.
My sisters and I were invited to a certain house, to which
we did not like to go. The company was too mixed; and
persons of the stupidest, if not the rudest stamp were
often to be met there. Narciss, on this occasion, was
invited also; and on his account 1 felt inclined to go, for 1
‘was sure of finding one, at least, whom I could converse
with as [ desired. LEven at table, we had many things
to suffer; for several of the gentlemen had drunk too much:
‘then, in the drawing-room, they insisted «n .. game at
forfeits. It went on, with great vivacity and tumult.
Narciss had lost a forfeit: they ordered him, by way of
penalty, to whisper something pleasant in the ear of every
member of the company. It seems he stayed too long
beside my next neighbour, the lady of a captain. The
latter on a sudden struck him such a box with his fist, that
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WILHELM MEISTER

the powder flew about me, into my eyes. When I had
got my eves cleared, and in some degree recovered from
my terror, I saw that both gentlemen had drawn their
swords. Narciss was bleeding; and the other, mad with
wine and rage and jealousy, could scarcely be held back
by all the company. 1 seized Narciss, led him by the
arm upstairs; and as I did not think my friend safe even
here from his frantic enemy, I shut the door and bolted it.

Neither of us considered the wound serious; for a slight
cut across the hand was all we saw. Soon, however, I
discovered that there was .. stream of blood running down
his back, that there was a deep wound on the head. 1
now began to be afraid. 1 hastened to the lobby, to get
help; but I could see no person; every one had stayed below
to calm the raving captain. At last a daughter of the
family came skipping up; her mirth annoyed me; she was
like to die with laughing at the bedlem spectacle. I con-
jured her, for the sake of heaven, to get a surgeon; and
shoe, in her wild way, sprang downstairs to fetch me one
herself.

Returning to my wounded friend, 1 bound my handker-
chief about his hand; tand a neckerchief, that was hanging
on the door, about his head. He was still bleeding co-
piously: he now grew pale, and seemed as if he were about
to faint. There was none at hand to aid me: I very freely
put my arm round him; patted his cheek, and tried to cheer
him by little flatteries. It seemed to act on him like a
spiritual remedy; he kept his senses, but sat as pale as
death.

At last the active housewife arrived: it is easy to conceive
her terror when she saw my friend in this predicament,
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WILHELM MEISTER

lying in my arms, and both of us bestreamed with blcod.
No one had supposed he was wounded; all imagined I had
carried him away in safety. '

No smelling-bottles, wine and everything that could
support and stimulate were copiously produced. The
surgeon also came; and I might easily have been dispensed
with. Nareciss, however, held me firmly by the hand; I
would have stayed without holding. During the dressing
of his wounds, I continued wetting his lips with wine;
I minded not though all the company were now about us.
The surgeon having finished, his patient took a2 mute but
tender leave of me, and was conducted home.

The mistress of the house now led me to her bedroom:
she had to strip me altogether: and 1 must confess, while
they washed the blood from me, I saw with pleasure, for
the first time, in a mirror, that I might be reckoned beauti-
ful without help of dress. No portion of my clothes could
be put on again; and as the people of the house were all
either less or larger than myself, T was taken home in a
strange disguise. My parents were, of course, astonished.
They felt exceedingly indignant at my fright, at the wounds
of their friend, at the captain’s madness, at the whale
occurrence. A very little would have made my father
send the captain a challenge, that he might avenge his
friend without delay. He blamed the gentlemen that
had been there, because they had not punished on the spot
such a murderous attempt; for it was but too clear, that
the captain, instantly on striking, had drawn his sword,
and wounded the other from behind. The cut across the
hand had been given, just when Narciss himself was grasp-
ing at his sword. 1 felt unspeakably affected. altered
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WILHELM MEISTER

or, how shall I express it? The passion which was sleeping
at the deepest bottom of my heart, had at once broken
loose, like a flame getting air. And if joy and pleasure are
well suited for the first producing and the silent nourishing
of love, yet this passion, bold by nature, is most easily
impelled by terror to decide and to declare itself. My
mother gave her little flurried daughter some medicine,
and made her go to bed. With the earliest morrow, my
father hastened to Narciss, whom he found lying very sick
of a wound-fever.

He told me little of what passed between them; but
" tried to quiet me about the probable results of this event.
They were now considering whether an apology should
be accepted, whether the affair should go before a court
of justice, and many other points of that description. 1
knew my father too well to doubt that he would be averse
to see the matter end without a duel: but I held my peace;
for I had learned from him before, that women should
not meddle in such things. For the rest, it did not strike
me as if anything had passed between the friends, in which
my interests were specially concerned: but my father soon
communicated to my mother the purport of their farther
cohversation. Narciss, he said, appeared to be exceedingly
affected at the help afforded by me; bad embraced him,
declared himself my debtor for ever; signified that he
desired no happiness except what he could share with me,
and concluded by entreating that he might presume to ask
my hand. All this mamma repeated to me, but subjoined
the safe reflection, that “as for what was said in the first

1T held my peace, | =~ i = B.
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WILHELM MEISTYR

agitation of mind in such a case, there was little trust to
be placed in it.” “Of course, none,” I answered, with
affected colduess; though all the while I was feeling Heaven
knows what.

Narciss continued sick for two months; owing to the
wound in his right hand, he could not even write. Yet,
in the meantime, he showed me his regard by the most
obliging courtesies, All these unusual attentions I com-
bined with what my mother had disclosed to me; and
constantly my head was full of fancies. The whole city
talked of the occurrence. With me they spoke of it in a
peculiar tone; they drew inferences which, greatly as 1
struggled to aveoid them, touched me very close. What
had formerly been habitude and trifling, was now grown
sériousness and inclination. The anxiety in which I lived
was the more violent, the more carefully I studied to conceal
it from every one. The idea of losing him frightened me;
the possibility of any closer union made me tremble. For
a half-prudent girl there is really something awful in the
thought of marriage.

By such incessant agitations, | was once more led to
récollect myself, The gatdy imagery of a thoughtless
- life, which used to hover day and night before my eyes,
was at once blown away. My soul again began to awaken:
but the greatly interrupted intimacy with my Invisible
Friend was not so easy to renew. We still continued at a
frigid distance: it was again something; but little to the
times of old. |

A duel had been fought, and the captain severely wound-
ed, before I ever heard of it. The public feeling was, in all
génded,; strong on the side of my lover, who at length again

18
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WILHELM MEISTER

appeared upon the scene. But first of all, he came, with
“his head tied up and his arm in a sling, to visit us. How
my heart beat while he was there! The whole family was
present; general thanks and compliments were all that
passed on either side; Narciss, however, found an oppor-
tunity to show some secret tokens of his love to me, by
which means my inquietude was but increased. After
his recovery, he visited us throughout the winter on the
former footing; and in spite of all the soft private marks
of tenderness which he contrived to give me, the whole
affair remained unsettled, undiscussed.

~ In this manner was I kept in constant practice. I could
trust. my thoughts to no mortal; and from God I was too
far removed. Him I had quite forgotten, those four wild
years: 1 now again began to think of him occasionally;
bub our acquaintance bad grown cool; they were visits of
mere ceremony these; and as, moreover, in waiting on him,
I used to dress in fine apparel, to set before him self-com-
placently my virtue, honour and superiorities to others,
ke did not seem to notice me, or know me in that finery.

A courtier would have been exceedingly distressed, if
‘the prince who held his fortune in his hands had treated
him in this way; but for me, I did not sorrow at it. I had
what I required, health and conveniences: if God should
please to think of me; well; if not, I reckoned 1 had done
my duty.

This, in truth, I did not think at that permd yet it was
the true figure of my soul. But, to change and purify my
feclings, preparations were already made.

The spring came on: Narciss once visited me, unan.
nounced, and at a time when I happened to be quite alone
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WILHELM MEISTER

He now appeared in the character of lover; and asked me
if T could bestow on him my heart, and so soon as he should
obtain some lucrative and honourable place, my hand
along with it.

He had been received into our service: but at first-they
kept him back, and would not rapidly promote him, be-
cause they dreaded his ambition. Having some little
fortune of his own, he was left with a slender salary.

Notwithstanding my regard for him, I knew that he was
not & man to treat with altogether frankly. [ drew up,
therefore, and referred him to my father. About my
father he did not seem to doubt; but wished first to be
at one with me, now and here. 1 at last said, Yes; but
stipulated as an indispensable condition that my parents
should concur. He then spoke formally with both of them;
thoy signified their satisfaction; mutual promises were
given, on the faith of his advancement, which it was ex-
pected would be speedy. Sisters and aunts were informed
of this arrangement, and the strictest secreoy enjoined
on them.

Thus from a lover I had got a bridegroom. The dif-
ference between the two soon showed itself to be con-
siderable. If one could change the lovers of all honourable
nmaidens into bridegrooms, it would be a kindness to our
sex, even though marriage should not follow the conneec.
tion. The love between two persons does nob lessen by

the change, but it becomes more reasonable, Innumerable
little follies, all coquetries and caprices, disappear. If the
bridegroom tells us, that we please him better in & morning-
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WILHELM MEISTER

cap then in the finest head-dress, no discrest young woman
will disturb herself about her hairdressing; and nothing is
more natural than that he too should think solidly, and
rather wish to form a housewife for himself than a gaudy
doll for others And thus it is in every province of the
business.

Should a young woman, of this kind, be tortunate enough
to have a bridegroom who posscsses understanding and
acquirements, she learns from him more than universities
and foreign lands can teach. She not only willingly re-
ceives instruction when he offers it, but she endeavours
to elicit more and more from him. Love makes much
that was impossible possible. By degrees too, that sub-
jection, so necessary and so graceful for the female sex,
begins: the bridegroom does not govern like the husband;
he only asks: but his mistress seeks to discover what he
wants, and to offer it before he asks it.

. .So did experience teach me what I would not for much
bave missed. 1 was happy; truly happy, as woman could
be in the world; that is to say, for a while,

Amid these quiet joys, & summer passed away. Narciss
gave not the slightest reason to complain of him; he daily
became more dear to me; my whole soul was his; this he
‘wel' knew, and knew also how to prize it. Meanwhile,
from seeming trifles, something rose, which by and . by
grew hurtful to our union.

Narciss behaved to me as to a bride, and never dared
to ask of me such favours as were yet forbidden us. But,
about the boundaries of virtue and decorum, we were of

1dizcreet, £ 2%, 2decorum, i [ E0, &1 id.
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WILHELM MEISTER

very different opinions. ! meant to walk securely; and
so never granted him the smallest freedom which the whole
world might not have witnessed. He, used to dainties,
thought this diet very strict, On this point there was
continual variance: he praised my modesty, and sought to
undermine my resolution.

The serious of my old French teacher now acourred to
me, as well ag the defence which I had once suggested in
regard to it.

With God I had again became a little more acquainted.
He had given me a bridegroom whom I loved; and for
this I felt some thankfulness. Earthly love itself con-
centrated my soul, and put its powers in motion; nor did
t contradiet my intercourse with God. I naturally com-
plained to him of what alarmed me: but I did not perceive
that T myself was wishing and desiring it. In my own
eyes I was strong; I did not pray: ‘Lead us not into
temptation;’ My thoughts were far beyond temptation.

Except Naroiss, the world was altogether dead to me;
- excepting him, there was nothing in it that had any charm,
Even my love for dress was but the wish to pleasq him;
if I kmew that he was not to see me, I could spend no care
upon it. I liked to dance; but if he was not beside me,
it seemed as if I could not bear the motion, At a brilliant
festival, if he was not invited, I could neither take the
trouble of providing new things, nor of putting on the old
according to the mode. ‘To me they were alike agreecablo,

iserious, B 1 B R.
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WILHELM MEISTER

ot rather, I might say, alike burdensome. I used to reckon
such an evening very fairly spent, when I could join myself
to any ancient card-party, though formerly I had not the
smallest taste for such things; and if some old acquaintance
came and rallied me about it, I would smile, perhaps for
the first time all that might. So likewise it was with pro-
menades, and every social entertainment that can be
imagined.

Thus was I often solitary in the midst of company; and
real solitude was generally acceptable to me. But my
busy soul could neither sleep nor dream; 1 felt and thought;
and acquired, by degrees, some faculty to speak about my
feelings and my thoughts with God. Then were feelings of
another sort unfolded; but these did not confradict the
former feelings: my affection to Narciss accorded with the
universal scheme of nature: it nowhere hindered the per-
formance of a duty. They did not contradict each other,
yet they were immensely different. Narciss was the only
living form which hovered in my mind, and to which my
love was all directed; but the other feeling was not directed
towards any form, and yet it was unspeakably agreeable.
T no longer have it, I no longer can impart if.

My lover, whom I used to trust with all my secrets, did
not know of this. I soon discovered that he thought far
otherwise: he often gave me writings which opposed, with
light and heavy weapons, all that can be called connection
with the Invisible. I used to read the books, because they
came from him; but at the end, I knew no word of all that
had been argued in them.

Nor, in regard to sciences and knowledge, was there
want of contradiction in our conduct. He did as all men
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do, he mocked at learned women; and yet he kept con-
tinually instructing me. He used to speak with me on
all subjeots, law excepted; and while constantly procuring
books of every kiud for me, he frequently repeated the
uncertain precept, “That a lady ought to keep the knowl-
edge she might have more secret than the Calvinist his
creed in Catholic countries.” And while I, by natural
consequence, endeavoured not to show myself more wise
or learned than formerly before the world, Narciss himself
was commonly the first who yielded to the vanity of speak-
ing about me and my superiorities.

A nobleman of high repute, and at that time valued for
his influence, his talents and accomplishments, was living
at our court with great applause. He bestowed especial
notice on Narciss, whom he kept continually about him.,
They once had an argument about the virtue of women,
Narciss repeated to me what had passed between them;
I was not wanting with my observations.

A noble family was staying for a season in the place, to
profit by the skill of our physician: In this house too
Narciss was looked on as a son: he introduced me there;
we found among these worthy persons the most pleasant
entertainment for mind and heart. Even the common
pastimes of society appeared less empty here than else-
where. All knew how matters stood with us: they treated
us as circumstances would allow, and left the main relation
unalluded to. I mention this one family, because in the
after-pericd of my life it had a powerful influence on me.
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Almost a year of our connection had elapsed; and along
with it, our spring was over. The summer came, and all
grew drier and more earnest. o

By several unexpected deaths, some offices fell. vacant
which Narciss might make pretensions to. The instant
was at hand when my whole destiny must be decided; and
while Narciss, and all our friends, were making every
effort to.effaco some - impressions which obstructed him
gt court, and to obtain for him the wished-for situation,
T turned with my request to my Invisible Friend. I was
received so kindly, that I.gladly came again. I confessed,
without disguise, my wish that Narciss might obtain the
place: bus my prayer was not importunate; and I did not
rtequire that it should happen for the sake of my petition.

The place was obtained by a far -inferior competitor.
-I was dreadfully troubled at this news; I hastened to my
room, -the door of which I locked behind me. - The first
fit of grief went off in -a shower of tears; the next thought
was, ‘“Yet it was nob by chance that it happened;”- and
instantly I formed the resolution to be well content with
it, seeing even this apparent evil would be for my true
advantage. The softest emotions then pressed in upon
me, and divided -all the clouds of sorrow. 1 felt that, with
help like this, thero was nothing one might not endure.
At dinner I appeared quite cheerful, to the great astonish-
ment of all the house.

... Narciss had less internal force than I, and 1 was called
upon to comfort him. In his fannly, too, he had many
orossés to cncounter, some of which afflicted him con-

ferosses, A< 1 ¥
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giderably; and, such true confidenee subsisting between
us, he intrusted me with all. His negotiations for entering
on foreign service were not more fortunate; all this I felt
deeply on his account and mine; all this too I ultimately
carried to the place where my petitions had already been
8o well received.

I very soon discovered that the straight direction of
my soul was marred by foolish dissipations, and employ-
ment with unworthy things. The how and the where
were clear enough to me. Yet by what means could I
help myself, or extricate my mind from the calls of a world
where everything was either cold indifference or hot in-
sanity? Gladly would I have left things standing as they
were, and lived from day to day, floating down with the
stream, like other people whom I saw quite happy; but
I durst not; my inmost feelings contradicted me too often.
Yet if I determined to renounce society, and alter my
relations to others, it was not in my power. 1 was hemmed
in as by a ring drawn round me; certain connections I
could not dissolve; and, in the matter which lay nearest to
my heart, fatalities accumulated and oppressed me more
and more. I often went to bed with tears; and, after a
sleepless night, arose again with tears: I required some
strong support; and God would not vouchsafe it me, while
I was running with the cap and bells.

..........

But at last, when after many thousand struggles, and

tcap and ;‘bells, b3 B A
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WITdIEL} MEISTER

thoughts continually renewed, 1 began to cast a steady
eye upon the bond which held me to him, I discovered that
it was but weak, that it might be torn asunder. I at
once perceived it to be only as a glass bell, which shut
me up in the exhausted airless space: One bold stroke to
break the bell in pieces, and thou art delivered!

"No sooner thought than tried. I drew off the mask,
and on all occasions acted as my heart directed. Narciss
I still cordially loved: but the thermometer, which formerly
had stood in hot water, was now hanging in the natural
air; it could rise no higher than the warmth of the atmos-
phere directed.

Unhappily it cooled very much. Narciss drew back,
and began to assume a distant air: this was at his option;
but my thermometer descended as he drew back. Our
family observed .this; questioned me, and seemed to be
surprised. I explained to them with stout defiance, that
heretofore I had made abundant sacrifices; that I was ready,
still farther and to the end of my life, to share all crosses
that befell him; but that I required full freedom in my
conduct, that my doings and avoidings must depend upon
my own conviction; that indeed I would never bigotedly
cleave to my own opinion, but on the other hand would
willingly be reasoned with; yet, as it concerned my own
happiness, the decision must proceed from myself, and be
liable to no manner of constraint. The greatest physician
conld not move me by his reasonings to take an article
of food, which perhaps was altogether wholesome and
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sgreeable to many, so soon as my experience had shown
that on all occasions it was noxious to me; as I might
produce coffee for an instance; and just as little, nay still
less, would I have any sort of conduct which misled me

preached up and demonstrated upon me as morally pro-
fitable.

During all this time Narclss forbore te visit us; and my
father now gave up the weekly club, where he was used to
meet him. The business made a mnoise at court, and in
the town. People talked about it, as is common in such
cases, which the public takes a vehement interest in,
becanse its sentence has usurped an influence on the resolu-
tions of weak minds. I knew enough about the world to
understand that one’s conduct is often censured by the
very persons who would have advised it, had one consuited
them: and independently of this, with my internal com-
posure, I should have looked on all such transitory specula-
tions just as if they had not been.

On the other hand, I hindered not myself from yielding
to my inclination for Narciss. To me he had become
invisible, and to him my feelings had not altered. I loved
him tenderly; as it were anew, and much more steadfastly
than befors. If be chose to leave my conscience undis-
turbed, then I was his: wanting this condition, I would
have refused a kingdom with him. For several months,
I bore these feelings and these thoughts about with me;

Inoxious, 4 #, B H
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and finding, at last, that I was calm and strong enough
to go peacefully and firmly to work, I wrote him a polite
but not a tender note, inquiriug why he never came to
see me, -

As I knew his manner of avoiding to explain himself,
in little matters, but of silently doing what seemed good
to him, I purposely urged him in the present instance.
1 got a long and, as it seemed to me, pitiful reply, in vague
style and unmeaning phrases, stating, that without a
better place, he could not fix himself, and offer me his
hand; that I best knew how hard it had fared with him
hitherto; that as he was afraid lest a fruitless intercourse,
50 long continued, might prove hurtful to my reputation,
I would give him leave to continue at his present distance;
so soon as it was in his power to make me happy, he
would look upon the word which he had given me as
sacred.

T answered him on the spot, that as our intercourse was
known to all the world, it might perhaps be rather late
to spare my reputation; for which, at any rate, my con-
seience and my innocence were the surest pledges: however,
that I hereby freely gave him back his word, and hoped
the change would prove a happy one for him. The same
hour I received a short reply, which was, in all essential
particulars, entirely synonymous with the first. He
adhered to his former statement, that so soon as he
obtained a gituation, he would ask me, if I pleased to share
his fortune with him.

This I interpreted as meaning simply nothing. 1
signified to my relations and acquaintances that the affair
‘was altogether settled; and it was so in fact. Having,
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nine months afterwards, obtained the much.desired pre-
ferment, he offered me his hand; but under the condition,
that as the wife of a man who must keep house like other
people, I sheould alter my opinions. I returned him many
thanks: and hastened with my heart and mind away from -
this transaction; as one hastens from the play-house when
the curtain falls, And as he, a short time afterwards,
had found a rich and advantageous match, a thing now
eagy for him; and as I now knew him to be happy in the
way lie liked, my own tranquillity was quite complete.

...........

A man of spirit, heart and talents had bought a pro-
perty beside us. Among the strangers whom 1 grew
acquainted with, were this person and his family. In
our manners, domestic economy and habits we accorded
well; and thus we soon approximated to each other.

Philo, as I propose to call him, was already middle-
aged: in certain matters he was highly serviceable to my
father, whose strength was now decaying. He soon be-
came the friend of the family; and finding in me, as he
was pleased to say, a person free alike from the extrava-
gance and emptiness of the great world, and from the
narrownees and aridness of the still world in the country,
he courted intimacy with me, and ere long we were in
one another’s confidence, To me he was very pleasing
and useful,

.........

Philo, on the whole, had & remote resemblance to

nreforment, &% &F 15 4.
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Nareiss; only a pious education had more enlivened and con-
centrated bis feelings. ' He had less vanity, more character;
and, in business, if Narciss was delicate, exact, persevering,
indefatigable, the other was clear, sharp, quick and capable
of working with incredible ease, DBy means of him, I
learned the secret history of almost every noble personage
with whose exterior T had got acquainted in society. It
was pleasant for me to behold the tumult, off my watch-
tower, from afar. Philo could now hide nothing from
me; he confided to me, by degrees, his own concerns both
inward and outward. I was in fear because of him; for
I foresaw certain circumstances and entanglements; and
the mischief came more speedily than I had looked for.
There were some confessions he had still kept back; and
even ab last he told me only what enabled me to guess
the worst.

What an effect had this upon my heart! I attained
experiences which to me were altogether new. With
infinite sorrow, I beheld an Agathon, who, educated in
-the groves of Delphi, still owed his school-fees, which
he was now obliged to pay with their accumulated interest;
and this Agathon was my especial friend. My sympathy
was lively and complete; T suffered with him; both of us
were in the strangest state. o

After having long occupied myself with the temper of
his mind, I at last turned round to contemplate my own.
The thought, “Thou art no better than he,” rose like a little
cloud before me, and gradually expanded till it darkened
all my soul.

iébncentrated, Ao, B3, EE
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I now not only thought myself no better than he; I felt
this, and felt it as I should not wish to do again. Nor
was it any transitory mood. For more than a year I was
compelled to feel that, had not an unseen hand restrained
me, I might have become & Girard, a Cartouche, &
Damiens, or any wretch you can imagine, The tendencies
to this I traced too clearly in my heart. Heavens, what
a discovery!

If hitherto I had never been able, in the faintest degree,
to recognise in myself the reality of sin by experience, its
possibility was now become apparent to me by anticipa-
tion, in the frightfulest manner. And yet I knew not evil;
I but feared it; I felt that I might be guilty, and could not
accuse myself of being so.

Thanks to my better genius that now kept me so confined
by my domestic duties. I reckoned it a distant journey
if T visited the garden. The charge of my aged weakly
father afforded me employment enough, and in hours of
recreation, I had Fanecy. to procure me pastime. The
only mortal whom I saw was Philo; he was highly valued
by my father; but with me, his intimacy had been cooled
a little by the late explanation. Its influence on him
had not penetrated deep; and as some aftempts to talk
in my dialect had not succeeded with him, he avoided
touching on this subject; and the rather, as his extensive
knowledge put it always in his power to introduce new
topics in his conversation.

tClartouche, §Y 7 73 ¥¢; Damiens, §) 2%, 32 3 %) 7 7.
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I was thus a Herrnhut sister on my own footing. I
had especially to hide this new turn of my temper and
my inclinations from the head court-chaplain; whom, as
my father confessor, I had much cause to honour; and
whose high merits his extreme aversion to the Herrmhut
community did not diminish, in my eyes, even then.
Unhappily this worthy person had to suffer many troubles
on account of me and others.

Several years ago, he had become acquainted with an
upright pious gentleman, residing in a distant quarter;
and had long continued in unbroken correspondence with
him, as with one who truly sought God. How painful
was it with the spiritual leader, when this gentleman
subsequently joined himself to the community of Herrn-
hut, where he lived for a long while! How delightful,
on the other hand, when at length he quarrelled with the
brethren; determined to settle in our neighbourhood; and
seemed once more to yield himself completely to the guid-
ance of his ancient friend!

The stranger was presented, as in trinmph, by the upper
pastor to all the chosen Jambs of his fold. To our house
‘alone he was not introduced, because my father did not
now see company. The gentleman obtained no little
approbation: be combined the polish of the court with
the winning manner of the brethren; and having also
many fine qualities by nature, he scon became the favourite
saint with all who knew him; a result at which the chaplain
was exceedingly contented. But, alas! it was merely in
externals that the gentleman had split with the com-
munity; in his heart he was yet entirely a Herrnhuter,
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WILHELM MEISTER

I imew nothing of the whole affair, and wandered quietly
along in my separate path. For a good while we continued
mutually unknown.

Once, in a leisure hour, I happened to visit a lady who
was sick.. I found several acquaintances with her; and
goon perceived that my appearance had cut short their
conversation. I affected not to notice anything; but
saw ere long, with great surprise, some Herrnhut figures
stuck upon the wall in elegant frames. Quickly com-
prehending what had passed before my entrance, I eox-
pressed my pleasure at the sight, in a few suitable verses.

Conceive the wonder of my friends! We explained
ourselves; instantly we were agreed, and in each other’s
confidence.

I often henceforth sought opportunities of going out.
Unhappily I found such only once in the three or four
weeks; yet I grew acquainted with our gentleman apostle,
and by degrees with all the body. I visited their meetings,
when I could : with my social disposition, it was quite
delightful for me to communicate to others, and to hear
from them, the feelings which, till now, I had conceived
and harboured by myself. |

But I was not so completely taken with my friends, as
not to see that few of them could really feel the sense of
those affecting words and emblems; and that from these
they drew as little benefit, as formerly they did from the
symbolic language of the Church. Yet, notwithstanding,
1 went on with them, not letting this disturb me. I

_thought, I was not called to search and try the hearts of
others. Had not I too, by long-continued innocent ex-
ercisings of that sort, been prepared for something better?
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WILHELM MEISTER

I had my shave of profit from our meetings: in speaking,
I insisted on attending to the sense and spirit, which, in
things so delicate, is rather apt to be disguised by words
than indicated by them; and for the rest, I left, with silent
tolerance, each to act according to his own conviction,
These quiet times of secret social joy were shortly follow-
ed by storms of open bickering and contradiction; conten-
tions which excited great commotion, I might almost say
occasioned not a little scandal, in court and town. The
period was now arrived when our chaplain, that stout
gainsayer of the Herrnhut Brethren, must discover, to
bis deep, but I trust, sanctified humiliation, that his best
and once most zealous hearers were now all leaning to the
gide of that community. He was excessively provoked:
in the first moments, he forgot all moderation; and could
not, even if he had inclined it, retract afterwards. Violent
debates took place; in which happily I was not mentioned;
both as being but an accidental member of those hated
meetings; and then because, in respect of certain civic
matters, our zealous preacher could not safely disoblige
either my father or my friend. With silent satisfaction,
I continued neutral. It was irksome to me to converse
about such feelings and objects, even with well-affected
people, when they could not penetrate the deepest sense,
and lingered merely on the surface. But to strive with
adversaries, about things on which even friends could
gcarcely understand each other, seemed to me unprofitable,
nay pernicious. TFor I goon perceived that many amiable

1 gainsayer, & ¥ #. 2moderation, T & F &, < 8 B &.
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WILHELM MERISTER

noblemen, who on this occurrence could not shut their
hearts to enmity and hatred, had rapidly passed over to
injustice; and in order to defend an outward form, had
almost sacrificed their most substantial duties.

I too was, ere long, forced to lay aside this Herrnhut
dollwork, which, by means of these contentions, now
appeared before me in a rather different light. Our uncle
had, in silence, executed his intentions with my sister.
He ofiered her a young man of rank and fortune as a bride-
groom; and showed, by a rich dowry, what might be ex-
pected of himself. IIy father joyfully consented; my
sister was free and forewarned, she did not hesitate to
change her state. The bridal was appointed at my uncle’s
castle: family and friends were all invited; and we came
together in the cheerfulest mood.

For the first time in my life, the aspect of a house excited
admiration in me. I had often heard of my uncle’s taste,
of his Italian architect, of his collections and his library;
but, comparing this with what I had already seen, I had
formed a very vague and fluctuating picture of it in my
thoughts. Great, accordingly, was my surprise at the
earnest and harmonious impression which T felt on entering
the house, and which every hall and chamber deepened.
If elsewhere pomp and decoration had but dissipated my
attention, I felt here concentrated and drawn back upon
myself. In like manner, the preparatives for these solem-
nities and festivals produced a silent pleasure, by their

tsubstantial, i 1, | %&.
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WILHELM MEISTER

air of dignity and splendour; and to me it seemed as incon-
ceivable that one man could have invented and arranged
all this, as that more than one could have worked together
in so high a spirit. Yet withal, the Jandlord and his people
were entirely natural; not a trace of stiffness or of empty
form was to be see.

The wedding itself was managed in a striking way: an
exquisite strain of vocal music came upon us by surprise;
and the clergyman went through the cermony with a
gingular solemnity. I was standing by Philo at the time;
and instead of a congratulation, he whispered in my ear:
“When I saw your sister give away her hand, I felt as if
a stream of boiling water had been poured over me.”
“Why s0?” I inquired. “It is always the way with me,”
said he, “when I see two people joined.” I laughed at
him; but I have often since had cause to recollect his words.

The revel of the party, among whom were many young
people, looked particularly glittering and airy, as every-
thing around us was dignified and serious. The furniture,
plate, table-ware and table-ornaments, accorded with
the general whole; and if in other houses you would say the
architect was of the school of the confectioner, it here
appeared as if even our confectioner and butler had taken
lessons from the architect. |

We stayed together several days; and our intelligent
and gifted landlord had variedly provided for the entertain-
ment of his guests. I did not in the present case repeat
the melancholy proof, which has so often in my life been
forced upon me, how unhappily a large mixed company
are situated, when, altogether left to themselves, they
have to select the most general and vapid pastimes, that
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WILDHELM MEISTER

the fools of the party wnay not want amusement, however
it may fare with those that are not such.

My uncle had arranged it altogether differently. Two
or three marshals, if I may call them so, had been appointed
by him: one of them had charge of providing entertainment
for the young. Dances, excursions, little games, were of
his invention, and under his direction: and as young people
take delight in being out of doors, and do not fear the
influences of the air, the garden and garden-hall had been
assigned to them; while some additional pavilions and
galleries had been erected and appended to the latter,
formed of boards and canvas merely, but in such propor-
tions, so elegant and noble, they reminded one of nothing
but stone and marble. FHow rare is a festivity, in which
the person who invites the guests feels also that it is his
duty to provide for their conveniences and wants of every
kind! Hunting and card parties, short promenades,
opportunities for trustful private conversations, were
afforded the elder persons: and whoever wished to go
carliest to bed was sure to be lodged the farthest from
noise,

By this bappy order, the space we lived in appeared
to be a little world; and yet, considered narrowly, the
castle was not large; without an accurate knowledge of it,
and without the spirit of its owner, it would have been
impossible to entertain so many people here, and quarter
each according to his humour.

As the aspect of a well-formed person pleases us, so also
does a fair establishment, by means of which the presence
of a rational intelligent mind is manifested. We feel a
joy in emtering even a cleanly house, though it may be
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WILHELM MEISTER

tasteless in its structure and its decorations; because it
shows us the presence of a person cultivated in at least
one gense. Doubly pleasing is it therefore, when from
a humen dwelling, the spirit of a higher though merely
sensual culture speaks to us. |

All this was vividly impressed on my observation ab
my uncle’s castle. I had heard and read much of art;
Philo too was a lover of pictures, and had a fine collection;
I myself had often practised drawing: but I had been too
deeply occupied with my emotions striving exclusively
after the one thing needful, which alone I was bent on
carrying to perfection; and then such objects of art as I
had hitherto seen, appeared, like all other worldly objects,
to distract my thoughts. But now, for the first time,
outward things had led me back upon myseli: I now first
perceived the difference between the natural charm of the
nightingale’s song, and that of a four-voice anthem pealed
from the expressive organs of men.

My joy over this discovery I did not hide from my uncle;
who, when all the rest were settled at their posts, was
wont to come and talk with me in private. He spoke with
great modesty of what he possessed and had produced
here; with great decision, of the views in which it had been
gathered and arranged: and I could easily observe that
he spoke with a forbearance towards me; seeming, in his
usual way, to rate the excellence which he himself possessed,
below that other excellence, which, in my way of thinking,
was the best and properest.

“If we can conceive it possible,” he once observed, “that
the Creator of the world himself assumed the form of his
creature, and lived in that manner for a time upon earth,

87
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WILHELM MEISTER

this creature must appear to us of infinite perfection,
because susceptible of such a combination with its Maker.
Hence, in our idea of man there can be no inconsistency
with our idea of God: and if we often feel a certain dis.
agreement with Him and remoteness from Him, it is but
the more on that account our duty, not like advocates of
the wicked spirit, to keep our eyes continually upon the
nakedness and weakness of our nature; but rather to seek
out every property and beauty, by which our pretension
to & similarity with the Divinity may be made good.”

I smiled and answered: “Do not make me blush, dear
uncle, by your complaisance in talking in my language!
What you have to say is of such importance to me, that
T wish to hear it in your own most peculiar style; and then
what parts of it I cannot quite appropriate, I will endeav-
our to translate.”

“T may continue,” he replied, “in my own most peculiar
way, without any alteration of my tone. Man’s highest
merit always is, as much as possible to rule external
circumstances, and as little as possible to let himself be
ruled by them. Life lies before us, as a huge quarry lies
before the architect: he deserves not the name of architeot,
except when, out of this fortuitous mass, he can combine,
with the greatest economy, and fitness, and durability,
some form, the pattern of which originated in his spirit.
All things without us, nay I may add, all things on us, are
mere elements: but deep within us lies the creative force,
which out of these can produce what they were meant to
be; and which leaves us neither sleep nor rest, till in one
way or z_mother, without us or on us, that same have been

-4 cornplaisance, §§ . 2fortuitous, ¢ # .
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produced. You, my dear niece, have, it may be, chosen
the better part: you have striven to bring your moral
being, your earnest lovely mature into accordance with
itsel and with the Highest: but neither ought we to be
blamed, when we strive to get acquainted with the sentient
man in all his comprehensiveness, and to bring about an
active harmony among his powers.”

By such discoursing, we in time grew more familiar; and
I begged of him to speak with me as with himself, omitting
every sorb of condescension. “Do not think,” replied
my uncle, “that I flatter you, when I commend your mode
of thinking and acting. T reverence the individual who
understands distinctly what it is he wishes; who unwearied-
ly advances, who knows the means conducive to his
object, and can seize and use them. How far his object
may be great or little, may merit praise or censure, is the
next consideration with me. Believe me, love, most part
of all the misery and mischief, of all that is denominated
evil, in the world, arises from the fact that men are too
remiss to get a proper knowledge of their aims, and when
they do know them, to work intensely in attaining them.
They seem to me like people who have taken up a notion,
that they must and will erect a tower, and who yet expend
on the foundation not more stones and labour than would
be sufficient for a hut. If you, my friend, whose highest
want it was to perfect and unfold your moral nature, had,
instead of those bold and noble sacrifices, merely trimmed
‘between your duties to yourself and to your family, your
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bridegroom, or perhaps your husband, you must have
lived in constant contradiction with your feelings, and
never could have had a peaceful moment.”

“You employ the word sacrifice,” 1 answered here;
“and I have often thought that to a higher purpose, as to
a divinity, we offer up, by way of sacrifice, a thing of
smaller value; feeling like persons who should willingly
and gladly bring a favourite lamb to the altar for the
health of a beloved father.”

“Whatever it may be,” said he, “reason or feeling, that
commands us to give up the one thing for the other, to
choose the one before the other, decision and perseverance
are, in my opinion, the noblest qualities of man. You
cannot have the ware and the money both at once: and
he who always hankers for the ware without having heart
to give the money for it, is no better off that he who repents
him of the purchase when the ware is in his hands. But
I am far from blaming men on this account: it is not they
that are to blame; it is the difficult entangled situation
they are in; they know not how to guide themselves in
its perplexities. Thus, for instance, you will on the average
find fewer bad economists in the country than in towns,
and fewer again in small towns than in great; and why?
Man is intended for a limited condition; objects that are
simple, near, determinate, he comprehends, and he be-
comes accustomed to employ such means as are at hand:
but on entering a wider field, he now knows neither what
he would nor what he should; and it amounts to quite
the same, whether his attention is distracted by the multi-
tude of objects, or is overpowered by their magnitude and
dignity. It is always & misfortune for him, when he is

40
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WILHELM MEISTER

induced to struggle after anything, with which he cannot
connect himself by scme regular exertion of his powers.

“Gertainly,” pursued he, “without earnestness there
is nothing to be done in life: yet among the people
whom we name cultivated men, little earnestness is to
be found: in labours and employments, in arts, nay even
in recreations, they proceed, if I may say so, with a sort
of self-defence; they live, as they read a heap of newspapers,
only to have done with it; they remind one of that young
Englishman at Rome, who said, with a contented air, one
evening in some company, that to-day he had dispatched
six churches and two galleries. They wish to know and
learn a multitude of things, and precisely those they have
the least concern with; and they never see that hunger is
not stilled by snapping at the air. When I become ac-
quainted with a man, my first inquiry is: With what does
he employ himself, and how, and with what degree of
perseverance? The answer regulates the interest I shall
take in him, for life.”

‘“My dear uncle,” I replied, ‘“you are perhaps too rigorous,
you perhaps withdraw your helping hand from here and
there a worthy man to whom you might be useful.”

“Can it be imputed as a fault,”” said he, “to one who
has so long and vainly laboured on them and about them?
How much we have to suffer, in our youth, from men who
think they are inviting us to a delightful pleasure-party,
when they undertake to introduce us to the Danaides or
Sisyphus! Heaven be praised! I have rid myself of
theso people: if one of them unfortunately comes within
my sphere, 1 forthwith, in the politest manner, compliment
him.out again. - It is from such persons that you hear the
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bitterest complaints about the miserable course of things,
the aridity of science, the levity of artists, the emptiness
of poets, and much more of that sort. They do not recol-
lect that they, and the many like them, are the very per-
sons who would never read a book which had been written
just as they require it; that true poetry is alien to them;
that even an excellent work of art can never gain their
approbation, except by means of prejudice. Bub let us
now break off; for this is not the time to rail or to com-
plain.”

He directed my attention to the different pictures
hanging on the wall: my eye dwelt on those whose look
was beautiful or subject striking, This he permitted for
a while; at last he said: “‘Bestow a little notice on the
spirit manifested in these other works. Good minds
delight to trace the finger of the Deity in nature: why
not likewise pay some small regard to the hand of his
imitator?”’ He then led my observation to some un-
obtrusive figures; endeavouring to make me understand,
that it was the history of art alone which could give us
an idea of the worth and dignity of any work of art; that
we should know the weary. steps of mere handicraft and
mechanism, over which the man of talents has struggled
in the course of centuries before we can conceive how it
i8 possible for the man of genius to move with airy freedom,
on the pinnacle whose very aspect makes us giddy.

With this view he had formed a beautiful series of works;
and whilst he explained it, I could not help conceiving
that I saw before me a similitude of moral cuture. When
I expressed my thought to him, he answered: “You are
altogether right, and we see from this, that those do not
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act well, who, in a solitary exclusive manner, follow moral
cultivation by itself. On the contrary, it will be found
that he whose spirit strives for a development of that
kind, has likewise every reason, at the same time, to im-
prove his finer sentient powers; that so he may not run
the risk of sinking from his moral height, by giving way.
to the enticements of a lawless fancy, and degrading his
moral nature by allowing it to take delight in tasteless
baubles, if not in something worse.”

1 did not suspect him of levelling at me; but I felt myself
struck, when I reflected how many insipidities there might
be in th~ songs that used to edify me; and how little favour
the figures, which had joined themselves to my religious
ideas, would have found in the eyes of my uncle.

Philo, in the meantime, had frequently been busied in
the library: he now took me along with him. We admired
the selection, as well as the multitude of books. They
had been collected on my uncle’s general principle; there
were none to be found among them but such as either lead
to correct knowledge, or teach right arrangement; such
as either give us fit materials, or further the concordance
of our spirit.

In the course of my life T had read very largely; in certain
branches, there was almost no work unknown to me: the
more pleasant was it here, to speak about the general
survey of the whole; to mark deficiencies, and not,' as
elsewhere, see nothing but a hampered confusion or a
boundless expansion.

Here tco we became acquainted with a very interesting,
quiet man. He was a physician and a naturalist; he
seemed rather one of the Penates than of the inmates.
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He showed us the museum, which like the library was
fixed in glass-cases to the walls of the chambers; adorning
and ennobling the space, which it did not crowd. On
this occasion, I recalled with joy the days of my youth;
and showed my father many of the things he had been
wont to lay upon the sick-bed of his little child, just opening
its little eyes to look into the world then. At the same
time, the physician, in our present and following conversa-
tions, did not scruple to avow how near he approximated
to me in respect of my religious senfiments: he warmly
praised my uncle for his tolerance, and his esteem of all
that testified or forwarded the worth and unity of human
nature; admitting also that he called for a similar return
from others, and would shun and condemn nothing else
so heartily as individual pretension and narrow exclusive-
ness,

Since the nuptials of my sister, joy had sparkled in the
eyes of our uncle: he often spoke with me of what he meant
to do for her and for her children. He had several fine
estates; he managed them himself, and hoped to leave
them in the best condition to his nephews. Regarding
the small estate, where we at present were, he appeared
to entertain peculiar thoughts. I will leave it to none,”
said he, “but to a person who can understand and value
and enjoy what it contains, and who feels how loudly
every man of wealth and rank, especially in Germa.ny,'is
called on to exhibit something like a model to others.”

Most of his guests were now gone; we too were making
ready for departure, thinking we had seen the final scene

ltolerance, EH R ¥, R B R B
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of this solemnity; when his attention in affording us some
dignified enjoyment produced a new surprise.

At our departure, he presented all of us with handsome
gifts. To me he gave the cross of my order, more beau-
tifully and artfully worked and enamelled than I had ever
seen it before. It was hung upon a large brilliant, by
which also it was fastened to the chain: this he gave me,
he said, “as the noblest stone in the cabinet of a collector.”

My sister with her husband went to their estates: the
rest of us to our abodes; appearing to ourselves, so far as
outward circumstances were concerned, to have returned
to quite an everyday existence. = We had been, as it were,
dropped from a palace of the fairies down upon the com-
mon earth; and were again obliged to help ourselves as
we best could.

My maiden sister had till now been as a right arm to
me. Healthy, strong, unspeakably good-natured, . she
had managed all the housekeeping, I myself being busied
with the personal nursing of our aged father. She was
seized with a catarrh, which changed to a disorder of the
lungs; in three weeks she was lying in her coffin, Her
death inflicted wounds on me, the scars of which I am
not yet willing to examine.

I was lying sick before they buried her: the old ailment
in my breast appeared to. be awakening; I coughed with
violence, and was so hoarse, I could not speak beyond a
whisper.

&



EOE OB OB
BeRAP UL TR A BT TR P LE T RO T o
(s NPT SO igiek, VEIREE T A IS,

P ) TRAPE OB AR IR RO, AR TR
TR , R ARARE AR A , TRACRT R 5 S B FER
T T, R EAE T SERT , FANE kS
IS, 6 FAIRAEH b BB AT (38
2 (AR 6 R BB | (LR R R
BB R R )

SRRk R R AR T R
ot N AR FIROAE BE s DAL RO SRR B0 , TP AFAR: I 580
AR 7 LT TR AL A A 0 BV S ol s
A R R R B R AT A B

------ FRAVSEERE I Ik — M R RA AT MR, &
B, AN, RE2ENE, REBCRE
P15 BRI B A, B AR =8 AL R
SRR b B B — SRR IRAR L , BB E TS
o

R 55 B TR RRIR BIAE DR . T g O 2075 S AR A

sty s TROR AR R MR AR , B R BRI AR EERE .
45




WILHELM MEISTER

My merried sister, out of fright and grief, was brought
to bed before her time. Our old father thought he was
about to lose at once his children and the hope of their
posterity: his natural tears increased my sorrow; 1 prayed
to God that he would give me back a sufferable state of
health. I asked him but to spare my life till my father
should die. I recovered; I was what 1 reckoned well;
being able to discharge my duties, though with pain,

My sister was again with child. Many cares, which 1n
such cases are committed to the mother, in the present
instance fell to me. She was not altogether happy with
her husband; this was to be hidden from our father: I
was often made judge of their disputes; in which 1 could
decide with the greater safrty as my brother trusted in
me, and the two were really worthy persons, only each
of them, instead of humouring, endeavoured to convince
the other; and out of eagerness to live in constant harmony,
never could agree. I now learned to mingle seriously
in worldly matters. and to practise what of old I had but
sung.

My sister bore a son: the frailty ol my father did not
hinder him from travelling to her. The sight of the child
exceedingly enlivened and cheered him; at the christening,
contrary to his custom, he seemed as if inspired; nay I
might say, like a genius with two faces. With the one,
he looked joyfully forward to those regions which he soon
hoped to enter; with the other, to the new, hopeful, earthly
life which had arisen ir. the boy descended from him. On
our journey home, he never wearied talking to me of the
child, its form, its health, and his wish that the gifts of
this new denizen of earth might be rightly cultivated.
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His reflections on the subject lasted when we had arrived at
home: it was not till some days afterwards, that I observed
a kind of fever in him; which displayed itself, without
ghivering, in a sort of languid heat commencing after
dinner. He did not yield, however; he went out as usual
in the mornings, faithfully attending to the duties of his
office, till at last continuous serious symptoms kept.him
within doors.

I never shall torget with what distinctness, clearness
and repose of mind, he settled in the greatest order the
concerns of his house, nay the arrangements of his funeral,
as he would have done a business of some other persomn.

With a cheerfulness, which he never used to show, and
which now mounted to a lively joy, he said to me: “Where
is the fear of death which I once felt? Shall I shrink av
departing? I have a gracious God; the grave awakens
no terror in me; 1 have an eternal life.”

To recall the circumstances of his death, which shortly
followed, forms one of the most pleasing entertainments
of my solitude: the visible workings of a higher Power in
that solemn time, no one shall ever argue from me.

The death of my beloved father altogether changed my
mode of life. From the strictest obedience, the narrowest
confinement, I passed at once into the greatest freedom;
I enjoyed it like a sort of food from which one has long
abstained. Formerly I very seldom spent two hours from
home; now I very seldom lived a day there. MMy friends,
whom I had been allowed to visit only by hurried snatches,
wished now to have my company without interruption,
as I did to have theirs. 1 was oiten asked to dinner; at
walks and pleasure-jaunts I never failed. But when once
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the circle had been fairly run, I saw that the invaluable
happiness of liberty consisted, not in doing what one pleases
and what circumstances may invite to, but in being able,
without hindrance or restraint, to do in the direct way
what one regards as right and proper; and, in this instance,
I was old enough to reach a valuable truth, without smart
ing for my ignorance.

One pleasure I could not deny myself: it was, as soon
as might be, to renew and strengthen my connection with
the Herrnhut Brethren. I hastened, accordingly, to visit
‘one of their establishments at no great distance: but here
1 by no means found what I had been anticipating. I was
frank enough to signify my disappointment, which they
tried to soften by alleging that the present settlement was
nothing to a full and fitly organised community. This
I did not take upon me to deny; yet in my thought, the
genuine spirit of the matter might have displayed itself
in a small body as well as in a great one.

One of their bishops who was present, a personal disciple
of the count, took considerable pains with me. He spoke
English perfectly, and as I too understood a little of if,
he reckoned this a token that we both belonged to one class.
I, however, reckoned nothing of the kind; his conversation
did not in the least satisfy me He had been a cutler; was
native of Moravia: his mode of thought still savoured of
the artisan. With Herr Von L——, who had been a
major in the French service, I got upon a better footing:
vet T could never bring myself to the submissiveness he
showed to his superiors; nay 1 felt as if you had given me
a box on the car, when I saw the major’s wife, and other
women more or less like ladies, take the bishop’s hand and
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krisa it, Meanwhile, a journey into Holland was proposed,;
which, however, doubtless for my good, did not take place.

About this time, my sister was delivered of a daughter;
and now it was the turm of ws wonien to exult, and
consider how the little creature should be bred like one
of us. The husband, on the other hand, was not go satis-
fied, when in the following year another daughter saw the
light: with his large estates, he wanted to have boys about
him, who in future might assist him in his management.

My health was feeble: 1 kept myself in peace, and.
by a quiet mode of life, in tolerable equilibrium. I was
not afraid of death; nay T wished to die; yet 1 secretly
perceived that God was granting time for me to prove
my soul, and to advance still nearer to himself. In my
many sleepless nights, especially, 1 have at times felt
something which I cannot undertake to describe.

It was as if my soul were thinking separately from the
body: sha looked upon the body as a foreign substance, as
we look upon a garment. She pictured with extreme
vivacity events and times long past, and felt by means of
this, events that were to follow. Those times are all gone
by; what follows likewise will go by; the body too will
fall to pieces like a vesture; but I, the well-known I,
I am.

The thought is great, exalted and consoling; yet an
excellent friend, with whom I every day became more
intimate, instructed me to dwell on it aslittle as T could.
This was the physician whom I met in my uncle’s house,
and who had since accurately informed himself about the
temper of my body and my spirit. He showed me how
much these feelings, when we cherish them within us
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independently of outward objects, tend asg it were to ox-
cavate us, and to undermine the whole foundation of our
being. “To be active,”” he would say, “is the primary
vocation of man; all the intervals in which he is obliged
to rest, he should employ in gaining olearer knowledge of
external things, for this will in its turn facilitate aotivity”

At first I could perceive no plan whatever in this mode
of education; till at last our doctor told me the abbé had
convinced my uncle, that in order to accomplish anything
by education, we must first become acquainted with the
pupil’s tendencies and wishes; that these once ascertained,
he ought to be transported to a situation where he may,
as speedily as possible, content the former and attain the
latter; and so if he have been mistaken, may still in time
perceive his error; and at last having found what suits
him, may hold the faster by it, may the more diligently
fashion himself according to it. I wish this strange ex-
periment may prosper: with such excellent natures it is
perhaps possible.

. But there is one peouliarity in these instruction, which
‘I never shall approve of: they study to seclude the children
from whatever might awaken them to an acquaintance
with themselves and with the invisible, sole, faithful Friend.
I often take it ill of my uncle that, on this account, he
considers me dangerous for the little ones. Thus in practice
there is no man tolerant! Many assure us that they will-
‘ingly leave each to take his own way; yet all endeavour

1tendencies, &t #B.
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to exclude from action every one that does not think as
they do.

This removal of the children troubles me the more, the
more I am convinced of the reality of my belief. How
can it fail to have a heavenly origin, an actual object, when
in practice it is so effectual? It is not by practice alone
that we prove our own eoxistence! Why then may we
not, by a like mode, prove to ourselves the influence of
that Power who gives us all good thinga?

That I am still advancing, never retrograding; that my
conduct is approximating more and more to the image
I have formed of perfection! that I every day feel more
facility in doing what I reckon proper, even while the
weakness of my body so obstructs me: can all this be
accounted for upon the prineciples of human nature, whose
corruption I have so clearly seen into? For me. at least,
it cannot.

I scarcely remember a commandment; to me there is
nothing that assumes the aspect of law; it is an impulse
that leads me, and guides me always aright. I freely
follow my emotions, and know as little of constraint as
of repentance. God be praised that I know to whom I am
indebted for such happiness, and that I cannot think of it
without humility! There is no danger I should ever be-
come proud of what I myself can do or can forbear to do;
I have seen too well what & monster might be formed and
nursed in every human bosom, did not higher influenco
restrain us.
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