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I. ®Part of a Letter from Mr. Deverel Surgeon at
Briftol ; concerning a Cafe in Chirwrgery, which
is commonly miftaken for a Fraéture of the Pa-
tella.

ICHARD BURT, a Gardiner, living with Mrs,
i & Lloyd of Stoke near Briftel, was thrown from his
Horfe, and in the fall receiv’d fuch a hurt in one of
his Knees as made him incapable of remounting : He
felt fomewhat crack in that Knee (as he cxprels'd ir)
before it touch'd the ground. Upon examining the
Part | found (as I then thought) the ends of the
broken bone drawn above four fingers diftance from
each other: But upon a firiCer examination of the
parts, I found the Parells (which was drawn upwards
by the extenfors of the Leg) retain’d its natural Figure,
and that the hardnefs which was felt below was the
end of the torn Ligament that ties it to the Zibis
The ends of the Ligament were brought as ncar as
pofible, and kept {o about three Weeks without any
very remarkable accident intervening. He then began
to walk, which was a little too foon, caufing thercby
fome pains, and loofening the Cicatrix, which made
it the longer before it was perfe@tly firm; however he
walks without any perceptible lamenefs. 1 have met
with two others in the fame cafe, the one a Perfon of
diftin&ion, who has not met with the good Fortune of
walking fo well as fhe ufed, tho’ not for want of all
the care and circum{pection imaginable; for it is hardly
to be expected thar onec in ten, to whom this Acci-
dent happens, fliould ever go right, it being next to
an
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an impoflibility that the ends of the torn Ligament
fhould be {o exactly plac’d, and retain’d as not to lic
one over the other.

Paret in the 22d Chapter of his 15th Book af-
firms, that he never faw one of thofe who have had
this Bone broken, but that halted during the reft of
their lives © I am very apt to believe what this ex-
cellent Author affirms about the halting, and am forry [
muft diffent from his notions of the cafe, and the
caufe of the Lamenefs. Hildanus in his Obfervationes
Chirurgice. Cent. sthe Obferv, 88 P. m. 485, has given
us a Hiftory of a tranfverfe Fracture of this Bone, which,
after all the Symptoms were remov’d, was cur'd. Sed
claudicatio ac [wmma imbecillitas totius cruris [ecuta eff,
ita ut won wift maxima cum dificultate ambulare  paffic.
He afrerwards mentioning the caufe of the Lamenefs
makes a Query, if what Pare (to whom this Obferva=
tion is dedicated) {ays in his Exc. lib. de offibus, lib, 4.
cap. 2. can be the caufe of the Lamenefs; his words
are, Etfi wero Opinionem hancce rationi confentancam cffe
in dubinm  revocare minimé conabor, unus tamen reffat
[erupulus, videlicet, an, fractd patelld, extuberantia calli
talis effe poffit, ut cavitatem hancce (que inter femur & os
tibie magna eft) adeo adimpleat, wt motum acliontmquz ge-
ww impedire poffit > Videmns enim ut plurimum in reliquis
ofium  fraéturis, (nifi contritio offis & periofbei fuerit max-
ima) naturam tam decenter (S eleganter conneltere offu, ut
raro relinquatur vefliginm fraitura: Perioftium enim, quam
din integrum eft, marcriam calli retinet, quo minus in ex-
tuberantiam excrefcere poffit, nift, &co Deinde in hoc nofiro
AEgro callum non fuiffe canfam clandicationis ex  [equen-
tibus apparebit : quapropter diftinitionz hic opus cff, 4 f-
ter this he goes on to fhow us how many ways chis
Bone may be fraur’d, bur doth not obierve thas he
ever {aw it any other way broken, Cunlefs in a Gun-
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fhot-wound) than tran{verfly; if he had, I am perfua-
ded, that this curious Obfervator would never have
omitted it in his Obfervations,

Ruyjch in his Centuria obfervationum Anatomico-Chirure
gicarum 4e. obfervatio 3, writes as follows. Patellam
propter duritiem [uam havd frangi poffe nonnulli pervesfe
afferunte Nos wero eandem won  [olwm & cafu graviori
in genu frangi experti [umus, verwm etiam fine cafu ; cu-
jus rei Hifforiam recenfere  animns efts Ante tres
preterpropter  annmos, wvifitavi cum Magiftro Petro Adyi-
ani filio, virum [atis robuftum, qui aponte defcendens in ter-
yam fere ceciderat 5 ano pede Inbrico, rrﬁ{iem tamen quan-
tum potuit, in Terram non fuerat prolapfus ; fed ab illa re-
fiflentia vehementifima tranfverfim fracta cjus patella, o
adco quidem evidenter, wt inter wtrumqae locari potucrit
manus, ana (nim [upra altera infra genu [entichbatur,

This Obfervation is {o like in all its circumftances
to that which I related above, efpecially in that the
FraCture was made without a fall, that Tam very apt
to believe it is the fame; and do imagine he might be
deccived by miflaking the hard end of the Ligament for
the broken Bone.

And when thele fort of Accidents, which are now
called Fracures of the Parells, come to be nicely ex-
amined ; they will perhaps be found to be generally
of the fame Nature.
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