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2 Chaos.

arrangement the slab-like compartments of stamped
gingerbread which formed his childhood’s delight,

indulges his humour, and falls into a vein of joking
both obvious and inevitable. Yet there is more in a
ten-kreuzer note than the suggestion of finance in
difficulties, or the chaff of having a bank-note for
twopence. On taking it up, you may see it traversed
in all directions by groups of extraordinary words,
which at first seem as though the people at the
Vienna Mint had been trying to spell the words
crackjzer in as many different ways as they could, and
had perfectly succeeded. It then comes home as a
hiving reality to the mind how thoroughly the Aus-
trian empire is a composite body, formed of twenty
nmations and more, each having to be addressed in
coe of twenty languages. and all standing towards
cze ancther in every conceivable variety of mutual
aztraction and repulsion. accend or discord. There
are eanvagh of them to allow even a certain amount
of philahgrical art and tastefulness of grouping, a
accple of Romanic forms on one side. and a couple
of Sciavonie an the other ; while in the central place
o boooar the old-fashionad letters of the German
r==r scand solitary and Jominant over all

Every one of these wonis uncozth and strange as
=7 scem to Engsiish eyesx is the svmbal of an idea
ol g a~d I’\\l’*’n:_ in the hearss of milbons of men.
'.":r— TOUTAAL STRITRs o azes the viototies and de-
Jaacs 8 thelr pass history. the adsorpdioa or obiitera-
se od el eces ard the dewnpment of new ones, the
fowoz o aramein o varied Saomalizes the hopes
B T Rwow 3o aspinaiivns and the Jesigms of a
fare o e cemmeniad fagments of the creat human
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There is modern Roman type, and there is old Gothic
type; there is a modern Cyrillic writing, and there
is a weird mysterious group of letters, which are to
modern Cyrillic what old Gothic black letter is to
Roman, and which probably is a financial way of
letting everybody know that the Ruthenian peasant,
in the eye of the Austrian Government, must not
have the same written language as his Polish lord.
Perhaps one form may be recognised out of all these
by the sheer unsightliness of its spelling—¢ Dziesi¢é
kraicar6w’—with its strange hook, denoting the
archaic nasal sound now lost in all the other dia-
lects, and so precious in the eyes of the comparative
philologist. Let us turn quickly away from this: it is
no more possible to look a Polish word than a Polish
man in the face: nothing but disquiet and anxiety
can come out of thinking on a nation of patriots so
gallant and so doubly deluded and abandoned.

No; I doubt greatly whether we have anybody who
can see his way clearly through the whole of this
complication of Sclavonic words and Sclavonic ideas,
assigning each word at sight to its rightful owner,
and accurately estimating the amount of truth and
falsehood, of value or worthlessness, contained in the
account each section endeavours to render of itself
and of its neighbours. The Gordian knot must not
be cut—it must be fairly untied ; and if we cannot
do so, we must prepare or create somebody who can.
Trying to cut it by the repetition of a mere formula,
such as a generality about Panslavonic brotherhood,
Panslavism, the love or fear of Russia, Sclavonic
Piedmonts, or the like, is either a parrot repeating
a learnt lesson by rote, a dupe, or a tool. The
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bt an the text of the long sermon which I am now
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Now what T want to ask is, whom have we got
147 be: un Mr. Edwards to us in Southern Sclavonia,
in the horder-lands and the interior of European
'furkey? There the complication is at least as
gront, nnd nw manifold as in the North-East; yet,
with the excoption of Mr. Paton, we have nobody
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look for details. But it becomes necessary to look
gift nationalities in the mouth, afler all; if the
principle be fairly established, an imperfect know-
ledge, or distorted comprehension of the various ele-
ments in detail, which go to make up the aggregate
of a nationality, may surely become a pressing evil.
Everything is not a nationality which calls itself
one. Every community which groans does not
necessarily suffer; very much that is said in the
name of a nationality may be only the cry of an
ambitious clique, which is foreign to it; and it may
be completely at variance not only with its true
interests, but even with its actual wishes.

Perhaps we shall end by having to appoint
ethnological attachés and secretaries at Vienna and
Constantinople some of these days, like the naval and
military, the Oriental, or the Chinese ones, and to
send colporteurs with bundles of Dr. Latham’s books
for distribution among all our political Consulates.
At any rate, it is important that we at home should
have the means and the wish of examining and
sifting details, before grounding any conclusive
opinion upon them. Yet this is just what we seem
unable to do, even if willing; and so we go on
shutting our eyes and opening our mouth to receive
everything which may be dropped into it from South-
Eastern Europe. A statement of this kind must not
be made without being supported by a sufficient
number of examples ; and, though it may be thought
invidious and carping to bring them forward, it would
not be right to shrink from censure, when censure
is felt to be a duty, merely for fear of being deemed
censorious.
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quite unlearnt the fallacy of our old friends, the
twelve millions of Greeks, who used to be an article
of faith before the Russian war? I am not sure to
what extent it has been driven out by the impression
! now establishing itself, that they are twelve millions
sof Sclavs, after all. I read lately in a first-class
periodical, of a something called Yugoslavié, or South
Sclavonia, purporting to be a real national entity,
composed of some such number of millions. The
word has such a fine varnish of local colour, that
it ought to have some meaning, and denote some
corresponding reality, and not turn out a delusion
and a snare. It claims to be the name of a genuine
aggregate body, made up of various communities,
connected with one another in the same way, and
differing from one another in the same way; all
speaking the same language, and all, exceptis excs-
ptendis, animated by the same desire, and invested
with the same right, of political union, in virtue of
the principle that nations have a right to choose
their own rulers. What is it which constitutes such
abody? The bond of union is not formed by common
subjection to Turkey, for South-Sclavonia includes
the Dalmatians, the Croatians, and the Rascians or
Hungarian Serbs, all subjects of Austria. Common
religion is not the bond of union, for the term includes
the Catholic, the orthodox Eastern, and, prospectively,
the Mussulman as one. Common language is not,
unless we consider the common possession by all
Christians of the old dead ecclesiastical Sclavonic, as
the language of their rituals, to be a sufficient bond,
for the term is stated as including the Bulgarians;
and this last point happens to be the keystone of thel
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is more analytic than the synthetic structure which
made Niebuhr call the Servian the ‘honestest language
in all Europe.” In fact, his language differs from
the Servian in nature as well as in analogy—though
hardly so much in amount—exactly as the Danish
differs from German. As Denmark and Germany
are within the pale of our knowledge and common
sense, we have been spared from having a rigmarole
about their original Teutonism thrust into the history
of their differences. The ethnological case is as
though we were to have the Fleming, and the Hol-
lander, and the Frisian, and the Sleswicker, all joined
" together under some such name as Netherdutchland,
or Nordo-Germania, with the Dane or Swede kneaded
up with the mass; the whole being then paraded
before the acquiescent eyes of some remote part of
Europe, as a real bond fide nationality, for the
purpose of producing a certain effect on the opinion
of that country.

The union of the true members of the South-
Sclavonic family is another matter. This may come
to pass some day in spite of the conflict of religious
denominations and of interests, and it will be a
natural union when it does so. Yet, for reasons
which I have no space here to give at length, I am
induced to think that they will most probably and
most advantageously grow into two main divisions,
under the respective influences of Italian and of Ger-
man or Austro-Hungarian civilisation—the western
and maritime, the eastern and inland. Montenegro-
has a natural, though limited, line of probable an-
nexation on her north-western frontier, in the border :
Christian districts of the Herzegovina, towards l
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22 Chavos.

than he attacked them.” I defy anybody to untie
this knot. This is not the place specially to go
cruising after great leviathans, wallowing and float-
ing many a rood on the ocean of their reputation as
Eastern authorities ; else it might not be undesirable
to send a harpoon into one or two, lash him alongside,
cut him up, and scoop out of his brain-case gallons-
ful of this sort of thing—pure oil of boeh, with which
to nourish the flame of criticism. But I think the
time has come when it would be useful, if not most
necessary, to write the history of public opinion in

inglund respecting Turkey, as displayed in our
fluctuations of sentiment towards the dominant race
und the most prominent and typical of its subject-
peoples. I ean do no more than suggest the subject,
und run rapidly over its main heads. At the first
ontset of the war of independence, up went the Greek,
perehed at his end of our mental see-saw, into the
reventh heaven of idealisation, and down went the
Turk into the abyss of loathing and contempt. The
shoek given o our supposed interests by the glorious
and untoward victory of Navarino roused us up to the
discovery that the Greck was no hero, but a villain ;
one who would not pay his way, insolvent and re-
pudiant 5 or, at best, a worthless imp, chattering in
attendance on the great Northern grandfather of all
devils; 8o down sank the Greek, and up rose the
Turk. Admiration for the attitude of Mahmud
standing alone at bay against Russia and all her
forces, reforming with one hand and fighting with
the other; a vague feeling of enmity to Russia, and
a sense of great interests being at stake in Turkey ;
able works of travel of a new stamp, marked by
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anxi=ty to ha=myr kim. The idea of his being now
and frcm the beginning. reprobate, outcast, and
incurable. is therefire sedulously fostered by his
old adversary. who has even thought it worth while
spevially to establish a newspaper for that pnrpoee?
in the West, and who probably does not allow that
newspaper to suffer when prosecuted and cast in
damages for uttering malicious libels against Turkish
pashas, as it has been before now. The dynastic
ambiton and the desire of territorial annexation
which influence the present or the expelled rulers of
most of the tributary provinces or adjoining king-
doms, as well as the natural aspiration of some of
these last towands unien with provinces which still
form a part of Turkey. as in the case of Greece and
Thessaly: and the natural fidget and restlessness
allemed to be felt by others under a false position,
as in that of the Servians towards the Turkish
garrisons : all tend to the encouragement of this
idea in order to effect special purposes. The agents
of these parties know well encugh how to represent
and to misrepresent their various cases, and how to
turn to their own account the ambition and the
vanity, the credulity and the vindictiveness, of those
whom they consider the fittest instruments for their
work. To them any dry stick will do for a lever,
whether it be an honest fanatic, or a dashing cavalier
who likes to appear as the Pobratim or adopted
brother of the fairy Vila. This idea has also fallen
into the hands of the Cltra-Liberal ¢ party of action,’
who have no spite against Turkey for herself, but
who simply wish to pull her down, in the hope of
pulling down Austria in the general crash. This
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native languages and character; hardly a single
traveller; and we have had no books of travel during
and since that period other than the slightest and
most trifling. The impartial or slightly biassed
works of Thornton and Slade, full of sound informa-
tion, and the more strongly biassed work of Macfar-
lane, have not been followed up by other works of
ccrresponding, or in any way of approaching, value.
Mr. Senior’s compilation, conscientious, and to him
who knows how to understand it, valuable as it is,
forms no exception. It consists of a mass of evidence
relating to Turkey, good, bad, and indiffevent, often
utterly contradictory in matters of fact, set before
the public in the form of a diary, without being
accompanied with any test or means of criticism and
discrimination. There is more that is valuable, and
more that is worthless, in this book than in any I
know of the same size and method: but previous
knowledge, and the power of cross-examining the
persons who are placed in the witness-box, can alone
determine which is which. The evidence against
Turkish slander and calumny may be given by a man
on the brink of dismissal from his country’s service,
for calumniously traducing a functionary of his
country, with the slander hot in his mouth: the
evidence against Turkish roguery and corruption
muay be given by a future convicted felon : the precious
concentrated thoughts of the ablest public servant
in the East may be commented on and pawed over by
illiterate Levantines, no more able to understand
them than a kitten to understand chess; what we
hear may be the invective of Clodius against lady-
killers, and of Catiline against Cethegus; and all
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He is both at once, being utterly corrupt and de-
graded by Turkish rule, and at the same time as fit
for self-government as a New Englander: this being
the happy country where you can eat your cake and
have it. He is so bad and shocking, because he has
not a drop of ancient Greek blood in his veins. He is
*la méme canaille qui existait aux jours de Thémi-
stocle,” and that is why he is sobad. These are also
the reasons which make him so good, so full of pro-
mise and performance all at once, and so fit to ¢ carry
the torch of liberty and Christian progress to en-
lighten the enslaved and benighted races of the East.’
The Wallachian is the bravest warrior in the world,
because he is descended from the Romans, to say
nothing of the Dacians. So says Madame Dora
d'Istria. The Wallachians and the Neapolitans are
the two races in Europe who are so utterly unwar-
like and spiritless, that you can make nothing of
them as soldiers ; they are hopeless, for it is not in
them. So said an Austrian officer to Mr. Paget in
Hungary. The Servian, who knows the value of
sucred bards, and is uppermost over here just at
present, is an eager fiery warrior of the Cross, athirst
for civilisation, and anxious to help the Greek in
carrving the torch of liberty, or, indeed, to snatch
it from his hauds if he does not move on fast enough.
The Servian is an honest, sluggish, peaceful yeoman,
wishine to live and to let live, who does not in the
least want to follow to the field any warlike lord,
but whose only care is to increase his store, and
keep himself at home to feed pigs for the great
three-decked floating stye-castles of the Danube.
He is devoted to his Prince and his Prince’s dynasty.
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prevail over any opposition offered by this; the
Greek cannot do so at present, for he cannot over-
come the Bulgarian, nor lead him, nor incorporate
him. He is of a less numerous and not of a superior
race ; his mind is inore keen but less solid; roughly
speaking, he is to the Bulgarian as the clever
Calcutta Baboo to the raw material of the English
non-commissioned officer; his admixture with the
Bulgarian would give each race a share of qualities
now wanting to it; but such admixture on a large
scale would only swamp the less numerousrace. Far
more powerful than this as evidence to disprove the
correctness of the above view must be considered the
actual Greek character itself. One of its mainsprings,
perhaps its most important one, is the strength of
its antipathy. This is the result of his own Imperial
dominion, of his degradation under the Turks, and
of his imperial sway within the Turkish rule, as a
slave and a despot at once. He has lost the faculty
of sympathy, and has paid this price for the pre-
servation of his national life. His bitter spirit of
antipathy has preserved to him an indestructible
and iron-bound nationality, which may be diluted by
commixture, but can never be crushed by force. He
is no more foredoomed to one character and repro-
bate from the beginning than the Turk: the rigidity
of his antipathy must gradually relax and be thawed
into sympathy with his neighbours who are different
from himself; but time alone can effect this, and
when this is effected, he will be other than what he
is now. His forefathers had no sympathy with aliens,
but they had a thirst for abstract knowledge and a
strong spirit of enquiry; he himself has neither one
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the continued Turkish occupation of that and other
forts in Servia is expedient, if morally right. What
do speakers of this kind imagine that native Chris-
tians who have seen the world think and say of their
advocacy? What is thought of a country when its
Government is likely to be moved by this sort of
thing ? We could afford the discussion on the English
country-house at Therapia which followed it—that
was good fun enough inits way. What with the man
who had been there and thought it was three miles
from Pera, and the wary veterap, tongue in cheek,
rejoining that it was six, with or without knowledge
that it was twelve, and the man who said that the
town-house at Pera had a view of the entrance of the
Black Sea, twenty-five miles off, the English residents
in Turkey got as much fun for their money as if they
had gone home to see Lord Dundreary. But in
higher and political matters we cannot afford to talk
on what we do not understand.

The stress of unfavourable opinion against the
Turks, however unjust and wrong in many of the
details by which it is sustained, has a wholesome
bracing effect and even a welcome rigour with
Turkish statesmen of the reforming school. But,
as an odious insular egotist, I had almost rather no
Turk should reform and no Greek grow to freedom
than that we should lower our character and weaken
our influence by talking nonsense. Here is the

ot part of the East, so far as I know it; the best

eek, the best Turk, the best Montenegrin—I do

t venture to add the best Servian, because I have

» knowledge to authorise my doing so—all joining

. the cry of ‘Save me from my friends.” Among
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policy towards the Greek race. It was not Philhel-
lenic, nor rhapsodical, nor doctrinary England that
touched their conscience and roused their enthusiasm.
It was cold, dry, unsympathising, diplomatic England;
England believing that engagements imposed on her
by treaty are equally binding, whether made with
church-goers or mosque-goers : England not as a gay
green young sapling, but a stiff-jointed old oak, in-
disposed to follow the first Greek that comes in the
guise of Orpheus for the mere tuning of his lyre:
England that preserves Turkish rule not for the sake
of Turkish rule, but for the sake of sheltering the
immature growth of future free nations against the
destroying blight of despotisms far more dangerous,
if not worse, than Turkey. It is not for us to assign
this reason officially and publicly as the cause of our
support of Turkey, nor to refer to the philosophy of
history as proving that all dominant races must
either absorb, be absorbed, or perish; having only
a life interest in the country which they hold from
generation to generation. We cannot say this to
Tuarks, nor take direct action upon it, any more than
they can say it to us; but the ablest and most honest
men among the tributary races are well aware of it,
and, taken in conjunction with the utter absence of
anything like territorial ambition or low forms of
selfishness in us, it becomes the great and increasing
source of our power with all classes, and of their most
anxious desire to obtain the sympathy and coun-
tenance of our Government, as well as the intelligent
appreciation, not the echoing platitudes, of our people.
The Greek had rather be reproved in Greek by a man
who understands him all through, than praised in
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are worth as much as would be the official attesta-
tions of the Mayor of Gotham, Archbishop Hughes,
and General Corcoran, upon details of Saxon mis-
rule and tyranny if New York State were to find
itself three thousand miles nearer to Ireland. Nordo
I despair of young Athens actually studying ancient
Greek history some of these days, instead of merely
telling Europe that it does so; and of its showing
to the world that a Demosthenes and a Chares may
yet be found keen-sighted and patriotic enough to
perceive that the true danger to Greece cannot
come from the Great King, but from the European
despot.

I am not going at length into the particulars of
this policy, nor does it want more to justify it than
the unanimous voice of the Greek nation, such as I
have above referred to, or than the forcible remarks
of Continental Liberals such as M. Forcade, which
anybody who cares may find in one of the autumn
numbers of the Revue des Deux Mondes for 1862.
Whether those whose official routine and duty it is
to defend and inculcate that policy understand fully
what constant vigilance and exertion it requires, and
with what anxiety the foremost men among Christian
communities in Turkey look to its efficient mainten-
ance in all points, and to the independence and in-
tegrity of English opinion, I know not. But I know
that when that policy does not succeed, or seems to
break down in detail, it is because it does not work
at full power under a full head of steam; because
the vessel is often ill-equipped, ill-manned, or half-
manned. The diplomatic aggressions and the revo-
lutions of tributary provinces by which Turkey has






54 Chaos.

always meant, only laying exclusive stress on that
part of it which consists in compelling Turks to
reform all their abuses, render absolutely equal jus-
tice everywhere, and make all vice and crime to dis-
appear from their portion of the earth. The seed of
Turkish reform has been already cast into the ground.
It must grow up into a tree, perfect and without
blemish ; and grow up, too, in one night, like Jack’s
bean-stalk. If not, Europe has been outraged, and
the Hatti-Humayun violated. Europe, armed and
indignant, will offer Turkey at the sword’s point a
choice between the Code Napoléon, which will be
called Christianity to save appearances, helotry, or
the Lake Balkash ; and the Russians, whose business
it will be to transport them to their original seats,
will probably be glad to give them return tickets.
These words may sound like irony, and are certainly
not written without irony; yet for all that they are
almost literally true. The Turk has got to reform
three steps for his Christian subjects’ one step. The
chances are against him in so doing, because he has
to reform against the grain of his religion, and does
so with difficulty; while they, if not reforming by
reason of the ritual and dogmas of their religion,
imperfectly connected as these are in their minds
with the morality which is its essence, are at least
thereby placed in direct unison with the progress and
civilisation of Western Europe. The danger with us
is lest, in over-zeal for the name of Christianity, we
play fast and loose with the morality of Christianity,
and view a treaty with a Turk as less binding, or
otherwise binding, than one with a Christian, We
must not be always shouting ¢ Ecrasez 'infime’ in
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transferred the bustle and enterprise of an American
back settlement to the dreary wastes by the Black
Sea, untrodden by European foot since Ovid. But
we have not got these uniformly, and we are very
lucky when we can be said to have them generally.
The most remarkable fact in Turkey, as I have
said before, is the awakening of subject nation-
alities, the rising cultivation of their languages, and
the utter untrustworthiness of their talk about
themselves when not properly controlled. But we
have no Englishman who knows anything whatever
about Servian, about Bulgarian, or, beyond a mode-
rate point, about Wallachian; very few who know
Turkish; fewer still who know modern Greek
comprehensively, under #ll its various aspects: yet
the language of each nationality—Turkish hardly
excepted—is its life-blood. I say nothing of the
Arabian countries, and have all along kept them
separate from Turkey. Im Arabic we are very much
better off. We have one Englishman in the Con-
stantinople embassy, born and bred in England, who
is versed in both Turkish and Greek, to whom the
wickedness of the Eastern world is as print—and but
one alone. Though we have among our public ser-
vants men of experience, common sense, and extended
intercourse with some of these peoples ; men possessed
of the rare gift, granted to so few, yet so indispens-
able in the mendacious East, the instinct of separating
false from true in a nation’s statement; yet we have
not got that knowledge of their languages which
gives us sympathy with their ideal aspirations, as
well as insight into their real condition, and which
alone leads to the highest and most fruitful kind of
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of the ruling or educated classes, with the illiterate
or despised part of the community. Frenchmen
who study our literature are esteemed among us,
even though they discuss Hallam and Macaulay
with a strong foreign accent; but we should not
think much of one brought up in the Minories, for
all his fluent converse with us on its local topics
in its local accent and idiom. We want, throughout
Turkey, the multiplication of direct points of con-
tact between the Englishman of the best type and
the ndtive leaders of the peoples and races—such
an Englishman as Colonel Leake, when on his pro-
motion at Ioannina, may best be held to represent:
such as our country is always able to produce with-
out stint when roused to the necessity of work.
There is no fear of Levantines ceasing to find em-
ployment of some kind so long as a means of easy
transition and communication is required between
the higher morality of England and the lower morality
of Turkey. We ourselves are obliged to find some
such means in India, where the standard of morality,
so far as I may speak on what I do not know person-
ally, seems far lower than in Turkey. Such a con-
necting link between the two moralities, for our
outer public, may sometimes be found among those
who are loudest in vilifying Turkey.

How are we to get our Colonel Leake on his pro-
motion? A year ago, I should have pointed to the
Corfu garrison as a sufficient answer. If that island
had been in the hands of France, or of the much-
abused East India Company, it would at once have
been considered as a moral téte-du-pont of Europe,
thrown across the Adriatic; the study of the races
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by the highest authority in these matters to have
been altogether, if at all, successful. But its object,
that of replacing Levantine dragomans by English-
men, for the purpose of official communication be-
tween the Embassy and the Porte, was not exactly
the same as that which I am now advocating; the
chief part of the original scheme, the encouragement
of travel in Turkey, was neglected in some cases,
and impossible in others: the rest of it was only
carried out in a very careless and perfunctory way,
and. as circumstances then stood, could not have
been otherwise carried out without unpleasantness to
all parties. The scheme, moreover, was deprived of
its main hope and prop by the premature death, in
Persia, of a youny gentlemen of the greatest talent,
and most uausaall nay, special linguistic capacity
and soguirements, Mr. Almeric Wood. A man had
ratker work with an old kKind of tool which he knows,
thaz witk rew ones which he does not know; and
al X2 more s when the new tools are imperfect,
axxd B¢ Ras 0 Jdepend on the work itself to fashion
asd comipiete them. A thoroughly efficient dragoman
o 2oz be thrown away, perhaps in face of a poli-
towl ortses, S an coformed attaché.  But now and
heetozwanl, coaimuenication with the Porte, where
Freach & harpelr spoken, and where official notes
e ofee writtea in French. is of minor importance ;
e im Twrder, intervvurs with the people, and
QUEAPTC IR of the rising nationalities, especially
of O Ruparinne, are of paramount importance. It
B W e wewvenitivea of these points, the last in

that 1 weet my present case. But the
ipdt of & recoguised authority is chiefly necessary
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wanted; for every Englishman in Turkey who is
worth anything, or is likely to become so, has to go
through the stages of learning, unlearning, and
finally relearning, with a consciousness of his own
ignorance and a respect for the limits of his know-
ledge : he has to pass through the Philhellenic fever,
or the Turkish fever, which is apt to become the
chief of its sequele, or the Servian or Montenegrin
fever, before his judgment becomes properly hardened,
and inured to the work of digesting the information
he receives. Money is wanted; only a very little, it
is true; but it is not usual with us to apply even
a very little in a new direction, and without any
immediate return. 8till, penny wise though we may
be, I trust a penny or two may not be considered
thrown away in this matter. We, at all events,
are not pound foolish—not like those ridiculous and
benighted Turks, who have actually bestowed an
annual subsidy of a sum equal to seventy thousand
English pounds on an inconvenient and impractic-
able port in Thessaly for the purpose of carrying
the Greek and Thessalian mails between that pro-
vince and Athens; the money is thrown into the
Zgean, and all the Rayahs eagerly rush over to the
shores of free Greece : yet the great despotic Ottoman
organ, the Asharru ’l Handbigh (the maker easy
of things to the conscience), cynically justifies a
measure it cannot prevent, because it serves to stop
a Rayah cry.

Such a measure as that which I recommend may
probably be passed over on the ground that we have
already many young men belonging to the families of

ir Consuls in the Levant who ¢ know the langnages,’
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from seeking to tear open the Turkish chrysalis with
their untrained hands in order to fledge the Christian
butterflies. And from such men, whose insight will
be directed to the ideal as well as to the material life
of a nation, it is possible that the Greek and the
Armenian and the Bulgarian may learn that there is
a voice and a power in our nineteenth century England
which all the City Articles and Mark Lane Expresses
in the world cannot explain to him. He will learn
that there is a greater idea in the world than imperial
power, for power’s sake ; and he will hear that even
that power is only to be obtained by those qualities
of self-reverence, self-knowledge, and self-control
which he has not got. And it is from our precepts
as well as our example that I trust all will rise equal
to the great fortune which is in store for them with
patience and opportunity, and that the future page
of their history will be inscribed with no records but
those of—
Freedom, broadening slowly down
From precedent to precedent.
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matic meteorology that a storm is brewing in the
south-east, just as Admiral Fitzroy’s inverted cone
portends a coming southerly gale. That is the diplo-
matic use of Montenegro; the forerunner or stormy
petrel that skims over the unquiet and rising waters
of the Eastern Question, and indicates the quarter
whence the forthcoming convulsion may be expected
to burst. Predatory Montenegro, leading its natural
life of brigandage, and, as one may say, honest petty
warfare with its Mussulman neighbours, is quite a
different thing from the diplomatic Montenegro which
is intended to be, and is, a mere tool in the hands of
certain Powers for their own purposes, and which, as
likely as not, will, among other things, set up its own
Alabamas and Shenandoahs some of these days. The
Italians, who are quite ready to strike Austria through
Turkey if they cannot strike her any other way, have
long been fond of writing up ‘I’eroica Cernagora,’
and they even go the length of writing up the Greek
brigands, which, to be sure, are not very good company
for the Montenegrins. We hope the new allies will
get on well together, and will know their own minds
about the ultimate disposal of their spoils. Italy does
that much, at all events. But we should like to
know how it will end and how long it will Jast.

September 21, 1866.

A man who received a sovereign each time that the
Vienna correspondent of a leading daily contemporary
committed himself to the prophecy of a ¢general
rising’ in European Turkey on the part of that no-
toriously homogeneous body, the ¢ Greek Christians,’
would by this time have become as rich as Rothschild.
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can make thesms move ¥ the direct suppart of one of
the greater Powers.  1f the Turks should be 80 utterly
misguided a5 0 commit the imcredible fatuity of
eruesing the Danube and plaving their old adversary’s
game with their eves cpen. nothing remains to be
said except Quem Dews rll perdere, demental prius,
and we bope Lord Lvons will say as much in an
oficial note. If they cross. it can anly be the result
of the direct interference of the Sovereign, whoee
proud headstrong nature would fire up at an encroach-
cally beneficial to both parties, as much as at an
actual invazion of territory. The recent change of
Ministry at Constantinople certainly lends colour to
this view. A useless and aimless occupation of the
Principalities in support of a shadowy abstraction,
leading to nothing except a Russian counter-occu-
pation in the long run, would weaken the Ottoman
army to such an extent as materially to increase the
difficulty of facing any simultaneous rising among
the races south of the Danube; and it would un-
questionably precipitate a combination of this kind,
the natural and the least inefficient head of which
would be Servia. It is in this way alone that we
conceive such a rising is likely to be brought about.
The Turks need not fear the dogmatic vociferation
of Rayahs, nor the open propagandism of Italian
revolutionists eager to set Austria on fire anyhow.
But if we have any interest in protecting them, we
ought surely to do so against their own worst enemies
—themselves.
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out-of-the-way corner of one or two daily newspapers,
taken from the ¢ Levant Herald,” giving an account
of a rather serious difference between the American
consular agent at Larnaca and the Turkish governor
—the agent not being a true American, but a Levan-
tine Frank, according to a most reprehensible system,
quite abandoned by France, in process of abandon-
ment by England, but adhered to by America in far
too many cases for so truly great and enlightened a
nation. To the best of our recollection, the question
at issue was the right either of conscription or taxa-
tion claimed by the governor over some Turkish
subject in the consular employment—a right he was
disposed to assert until the consular agent carried
the matter through with a high hand, struck his flag,
and forced-the governor to extremity, extorting from
him all he wanted. A difficulty once set up in modern
'I'urkey, when not intended to be tided over or quietly
sottled, invariably acquires an accretion of persecuted
Uhristiuns about it; and the more these are brought
to the surface the more probable it is that mischief
of wome sort is intended by some European Power—
u Power to be specified according to the special de-
nomination of the native Christian material employed.
[t iw certain that these persecuted Christians must,
in the present instance, be taken in connection with
ngitation elsewhere as the premonitory symptoms of
International disturbance. But one is tempted to in-
(uire, why beat about the bush in Turkey? No one
wanta to keep it up otherwise than provisionally : we
“hould certainly take no active measures to prevent
ition ; our sickly Eastern policy is too far

8 to reinvigorate, and those who would willingly
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and does not assert itself in politics; consequently it
is overboked.  All that can be said is that the rural







S ETOIT™T oQn 3T I Zé MMaXn Ih TE 3
STIyB | meEm T Ln o Fams @ T lazmpe
T m s goe T e OWre A W a0 W
s EE W py gpeew.— <IT 07 S | DEWE R e
TeenTi” TMaE BCL & oI aO © I Tw

<4 ATTIr T Tt VU Daf o ATEe ThEDLMT

T e~ e SFT. R TSl ie—Il v e 7T T
TOLd T e - 4

o _a-

© wlarues e Tue BUDDp Wam e, i LT L TBE
CSS S OIT IT TadTT AT SEOCNLSNL WO

A Al TR S e em 1L T- TIe s ALTEIOE

°.. LT T Dl '—‘—"r
S T oLems. J2eEN
A IR L VLTI TN TATRITE
' Sler 4Tl wasETD
et rem el Vst B LeThe Dd e b0 meeel g8 Tt
L AT R S I . ’

L8 Srnn Y P T g o o P
crr A Yopacnn, .;97'2_‘7—'5.
s oNer st fnekey o2 .'.J’.I.'l'.
§000,0 00 bawa moie tnan or e 2I¥ euited rr in-
Kitsea'ssd n Chs pouruas of the West. When it






QN Corastes \oss on Tuvkey.

consqueny of a2 izsorrection in one part of the
cupine alove. The oce heading fact about Turkey
is that it is built iz ooezpartments. one or other of
which i always wazer-wenpwd. vet never disables,
much loss sinks, tke empize. The one leading fact
about the Cretan rising is its insulation, and the
entine abstinence of the Slavonian population from
concert in a Greek movemert which not even the
Greeks are joining.  We think that a Cretan article,
not wu article on Turker. was wanted. In conclu-
siol, We must bey cur coutemporary to bear in mind
that in passing strictures upon the details of out-
FECONR OTIOT it is impuesidble to use the smooth side
of the tongrue alone, and this must be our excuse for
anything which may seem to savour of the nature of
rough or pedantic criticism.  Qur provocation has,
in reality, been great, and we have written with re-
straint under it rather than with undue censorious-
ness.  But we do want to have it understood, once for
all, that Turkizh politics, like all other politics, require
knowledge for their treatment.  They are not Scotch
theology. that they are to be settled by grace alone
without gifts.

THE ‘SPECTATOR® AND THE EAST.
October §, 1866.

The ¢ Spectator ’ seems a little nettled at our ex-
posure of its long array of errors in dealing with the
Eastern Question, and in the bitterness of its heart
it has taken to call us hard names, to pelt us with
manquées illustrations from Dickens, to impute mo-
tives to us after the Levantine fashion, to analyse
such motives after the Scotch fashion, and otherwise
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to precisely the same thing in different words. When
we risk a judgment it will be time to criticise it. What
we maintained was, that if our contemporary’s view
of the broad issue were sound, it could only be so by
chance or by divination, for it knew nothing of de-
tails. When we bave risked an opinion on minor
points through such local knowledge as it is our for-
tune to possess, we can only say that such opinion
has been confirmed by facts. We always disbelieved
the Epirus telegram, on the faith of which the ¢ Spec-
tator’ announced a general rising. Nothing of tke
kind has occurred. We said the Lebanon skirmish
was not a new outbreak. The Lebanon, by last ac-
counts, was perfectly tranquil. There is no pedantry
in saying that much, nor error, nor animus, nor ¢ con-
descension ’ either, whatever that last may mean.

The charge of pedantry means that the ¢ Spectator’
wants to turn the tables on us, because it conceives
its feelings are hurt, and makes use of it as an extra
lever. Pedantry, we take it, signifies undue stress
laid on insignificant detail and over-valuation of petty
accuracy. Now, the errors we have been exposing,
so far from being petty and insignificant, are of
the very broadest and most comprehensive cast ; they
concern the geography, the ethnology, and the phi-
lology of millions of men. They seem insignificant
only in the ratio of the ignorance of the writer who
calls them insignificant ; who, guzing down from the
towering apex of his self-confidence, sees all details
dwarfed to the same level, just as hills of three hun-
dred and hills of three thousand feet are alike insig-
nificant when seen from Mont Blanc.

The pro-Turkish animus which has been most
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loss of the superior Germanic element which alone
enables her to hold any balance in her hands. With-
out it, she is all but paralysed, for she cannot ex-
clusively identify herself with the Magyars, nor yet
with the Serbs; nor if she could would she remain
a working European Power. As things now stand,
Austrian conquest and permanent occupation of
Bosnia, a province containing, more or less, half a
million of the proudest and fiercest Mussulmans of
the Turkish Empire, who would certainly not give in
without a hard fight, is no more possible than the
alleged scheme of the autonomy of Bosnia. Nor is
it an end at all desired by the Servians of the Eastern
Chureli themselves, whether in Servia or under Turk-
ish rule. Yet it might have been possible, had there
been any sincerity of action or sense of a true Euro-
pean community of interest in Turkey since the
Crimean pecace, or at least since Villafranca. Such
is now beginning to be recognised, but it is at the
eleventh hour. Recent French policy in Crete, con-
trasted with that of 1858 in the same island, shows
clearly enough that a direct aggressive and subversive
policy in Turkey has been replaced in French counsels
by a provisional support of that country, differing
only from our so-called  exploded tradition of Foreign
Office diplomacy’ by a distinct contemplation of the
ultimate freedom of the Christian races as an avowed
end, instead of being, as with us, an end always un-
avowed officially, and in quiet times ignored, orlet to
rest in abeyance. The eagerness of Austria to circu-
late its views in the West on the subject of the
Slavonic provinces of Turkey, in support of a scheme
as yet obviously premature and impracticable, can
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Wt Tenne Frweneh, which. if not geology, was at all
cveres egetal’y o branch of Frank learning, and might
e exvnened to do as well, The Turks who made
tine cereeet wust have known their inability to fulfil
theg oo, at heast, of its terms; and we think M.
Mwerens shonid have been in a position to know it
tewr, Forsiesh men of seience are not loan-jobbers and
centsgenaes o l\\:us l'.llll'\\hls, that they are to be
tvansi o< way,  When Sir Roderick next sees
M Musnres, he fas & rvicht to lay an angry hand on
Yo helr of Bes ovological hammer.  Over and above
<opevens Jbnlomanie tatelage, there was one good
thee = 1o the sort of protectorate exercised by England
v Urirkey ep to the Crimean peace, which is identi-
ol wend tine panee of Semuttond Canning. A case of
this heend worid Bave enlisted the whole foree of the
erhigssy pebesee s behalt], and would have been
\'-I?’!".\\l.(l'.!\‘l‘,;'l Uy the strong hand.  Such influence
s no lonener thoncht desirable on political grounds,
astd at bas bone passed away.  But in giving it up
we have given un the main support of private British
interests in Turhey, without as yet obtaining any
substitate.
KUSSTU AND HOUMANIA

Nuvee' er &5 L8as,

Those in this country who sympathise actively and
primarily with the *oppressed Christians’ of Turkey
will have no particular reason to be satisfied with the
language which Russia, or at any rate the Journal
dv St.-Petershonry, has just been holding on their
behalf.  Russia is described as having acquired the
right of taking into consideration her traditional
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convey the slightest indication in itself of any pos-
sible American policy in the East. It simply con-
fines itself to stating that the political as well as the
commercial interests of the United States are not
unlikely to be affected in some degree by events
which are ¢ transpiring’ in the East of Europe, and
that the time seems to have come for the establish-
ment of a special American mission in Greece.
Events which ¢transpire’ in the Levant are by no
means the same as events which actually happen in
the Levant, as we know by this time pretty well ;
and if no better motive of political action be found
than telegrammatic transpiration, transpiracy, or
whatever the substantive of ¢transpire > may be, it is
not likely to lead to any beneficial result, or do more
than contribute a quota to the universal confusion
which is reasonably supposed likely to ensue next
spring. The Americans are too late if they want to
obtain real elementary knowledge, as well as current
diplomatic knowledge, about Greek matters. It may
be inferred that they have already made up their
minds what part to play, as well as to play some part
or other. They have hitherto been represented at
Athens by their Minister at Constantinople, whose
presence is naturally most necessary in the more im-
portant post of the two—an arrangement by no
means without advantage in obtaining an impartial
two-sided view of Greco-Turkish politics. If the
American Government wish for a clear estimate of
the present and prospective capacity for freedom and
uncontrolled self-government possessed by the Greek
kingdom, they can hardly find a better source of in-
formation than the despatches of such a man as Mr.
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public duty to point out the only voice which will be
worth distinguishing amid the clamour, at all events
asregards facts. But the Eastern Question may pass
just now. What we want from the East is tempera-
ture, not politics. It is the parochial, not the Turk-
ish, dead-lock which makes us refer to these letters.
The pace of modern journalism is so fast as to kill
the memory of anything above a week old. Other-
wise it would be impossible that anyone could have
forgotten the memorable letter from Vienna, in which
we were told of the perfect and simple arrangements
by which that city invariably managed to keep its
streets as clear of snow in winter as in summer.
Vienna, of course, has regularly a more or less severe
continental winter, not a mild Atlantic winter, but it
can no more tell when it is to have its snow than we
can ; whether it is to come with the frost, or before it,
or afterit. Our question is not so much when we are
to have it as whether we are to have it. Accordingly,
we take it as the Turks take it and everything else,
and say it is Kismet. But the Vienna people are
always ready for it, and clear it away instantly, night
or day, without allowing it to accumulate or harden.
The letter in which the details are given should have
been kept in stereotype by the ¢ Daily Telegraph,’
reissued every morning, and hammered at in leading
articles by all the papers till its precepts had been
enforced. The merely declamatory or fault-finding
letters without any practical purpose in them bid fair
to be a worse evil than frozen snow itself.
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to Greeks, but we cannot diverge upon this point just
now. The Belgrade paper, in following the cue of
the Russian miso-Frank, says nothing remarkable in
the way of further commentary, except to volunteer
the amazing statement that the Greeks saved the
West from being overrun by the Turks. Well,
John Sobieski was a Greek, no doubt. His country
is down now, and any creature can fling up his heels
in its face.

Two points in the ¢Times’’ correspondent’s letter
stand over for examination. One of these is the
alleged inability of the Servians and Russians to read
and understand one another’s books. On this ex-
treme statement we cannot undertake to pronounce
specifically or do more than contribute materials to
a more precise decision. The other refers to the
charge of hybridity both in blood and in speech
brought against the Rouman race—a charge which
is exactly as much and as little true, and as little
significant, as in the case of the modern English.

PERFIDIOUS ENGLAND IN TURKEY.
January 17, 1867.

There never was the least occasion to take any serious
notice of that charge of territorial ambition in Turkey
which the Russians thought fit to throw in our teeth
the other day as being so notorious. Its author,
being official, must necessarily have written with the
most entire and profound disbelief in such an accu-
sation, and only brought it forward for certain defi-
nite objects of his own. If he really did base it upon
any actual reports of the Russian corps diplomatique,
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the principle of nationalities, we shall doubtless hear
that Denmark is to have Caledonia while we shall
be allowed to keep Scotland, and that Cambria must
be given up to Ireland, while we may retain Wales.
One is simply awe-stricken at the thought of human
beings existing who are capable of imagining this stuff,
of writing it down in black and white, of copying it,
and of putting faith in it. But the Avenir National’s
canard is but a very feeble bird compared with the
Liberté. The Liberté has found out all about the
plot. This is a dreadful one. Russia and England,
joined in common political interest by the fact that
the heirs of their respective crowns are the husbands
of sisters, together with Prussia, Russia’s ready tool
and our cordial ally, have all put their heads together
for the incredibly unholy purpose of partitioning, swal-
lowing, digesting, and chylifying everything at the
other side of Europe. Here, again, there is no use say-
ing what each is to have—that sort of thing is usually
left to sub-editors, who can always work it out with
an atlas, and generally do so; but at any rate, poor
France, having no nubile Prince to the fore, has to
be left out in the cold. This part of the plot is cer-
tainly the more powerful canard of the two—the drake
or male bird as it were. Between them they have
engendered M. Emile de Girardin. The article of
three columns which this ingenious gentleman has
written has not come over here in full, so we cannot
give a good account of it. It would seem, however,
that the plot view is not alien to him; only with
Messrs. Cobden and Bright exercising the motive
power upon England rather than the sister prin-
cesses’ husbands. If anybody is disposed to repine
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much cheap virtue and over-demonstrative revilings.
The French, disapproving of it in English hands, are
to all appearance readily taking it up in their own,
but infusing a soul and a purpose into it, now that
by the collapse of Austria they find themselves face
to face with a Power—with two Powers, it may be
said—which threaten altogether to eclipse their own
ascendency in Europe. So completely do we seem to
have mutually transferred our Eastern policies that
there may even arise some risk of our disobliging
France by overdoing our neutrality ; yet perhaps that
is the best of the two alternatives. With the one
possible exception of Egypt, a country having no
essential connection with Turkey Proper, there is no
point in which our interests in the Levant can be
said possibly to diverge, or to present the shadow of
mutual antagonism. It is not too much to say, in
one word, that the Eastern Questxon, by which we

convulsuon artlﬁcla.lly excited from w1thout, mmply
exists at all only by reason of the diplomatic jealousy
and insincerity which has always prevailed between
us in the Levant, notoriously so just after the Crimean
peace. But for this, there would be no two minds
in Western Europe about this swollen windbag of an
Eastern Question. With us assuredly those jealousies
are dead or dying. It is, therefore, all the more re-
grettable to come upon the traces of their vitality in
French opinion. Frenchmen on platforms, like other
people, commit themselves to the inculcation of each
and all the items of the aggregate doctrine of their
platform ; and therefore it matters the less if Ultra-
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matter to announce by telegraph in a merely offhand
and random way. To be understood properly, this
story should be taken in connection with a curious
little extract from an Athenian letter which appeared
in the ¢Globe’ of Friday last, apparently either
written in English by a Greek, or translated into
English unidiomatically, and with manifest traces of
a foreign original. This is obscure in itself, but it
is the complement of the Pesth report. It represents
the Greeks as looking with great anxiety to Servia
and Croatia, that being the quarter from whence the
Turks are likely to be most seriously attacked when
the well-brewed storm is allowed to burst. Now
Croatia has nothing whatever to do with Turkey in
regard to its current politics. It is with Austria
that it has to do, not with Turkey. But its in-
habitants, like all the South Slavonians of one blood
and speech under Austrian rule, sympathise with
their fellows under Ottoman rule, and desire to see
their liberation. As yet this has been a matter of
aspiration alone, not of practical policy. Austria,
always anxious for quiet in this part of the world, is
more than ever anxious for breathing time in her
present crippled condition. But Austria’s difficulty
is Russia’s opportunity. Russia now has the power
of putting so strong a pressure upon Austria by
means of the South Slavonians, seemingly working!
in their own interest alone, and doing so honestly to
some extent, as to compel her to modify or abandon
her old conservative policy in the East; and the
present report must be understood as an indication
and measure of the pressure and of the resistance to
it. If official pressure fails, unofficial pressure has
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| passive kind exists, not in some, but in all the
yauvinces of the Turkish Empire; it has always
done 80, and always will do so, until the Empire is
,eased off ; resembling in this respect other empires
which rest on the domination of a conquering race.
‘ Bat this discontent, so far from being at the root of
the Cretan insurrection, or being connected with the
Cretan insurrection as a determining cause, has not
even attempted to respond to the call of the Cretan
insurrection in any way, in spite of all the efforts
which have been made to create such responsive
movements in the most barefaced defiance of treaty
obligation, and international morality. On the con-
trary, the Thessalian cultivators have shown the
utmost aversion to the Fenian Klephtic band who
have established themselves during the past winter
at the hamlet of Petrilo, in the heart of the Agrafa
mountains, a mile or two within the Turkish frontier,
and who call themselves the Provisional Government
of insurgent Thessaly. Their position is more inac-
cessible morally than even materially, for it is girt
on the Turkish side by high and impracticable
mountains, and cannot be approached from the valley
without what would be called, and eagerly resented
as, a violation of the Greek frontier. From this
stronghold the so-called insurgents descend into the
plains, sweep up the flocks and herds of the Christian
cultivators, and recruit their ranks with the homeless
and ruined men, whom the Turkish authorities on
the spot, taken by surprise, are unable to protect.
Similar proceedings in 1854, worked out on a large
5, with the whole resources of King Otho’s
rnment, were not recognised at that timne as an
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punish him in a far more serious way than by the
occupation of his capital by an allied force; and
the Blue-book bears evident traces of having been
weakened accordingly. The case is just the same in
Crete. From a sense of the impossibility of coercing
or checking the Greek committees, there is consider-
able risk lest undue stress be laid on the merely
general causes of discontent or passive disaffection
shared by Cretan Christians with other Christians
and many Mahometans all over Turkey, while no
stress at all is laid on the actual determining cause
of the outbreak. Yet this is the one thing necessary
for the public to know. How far is Greek propagan-
dism responsible for this insurrection P—and by pro-
pagandism we mean the importation of artillery and
rifles, things which do not rise from the earth of
themselves for insurgent patriots. Were these ever
smuggled in under the shelter of foreign protection ?
Was the British flag ever abused in this way by
Ionians, during our protectorate? Did the foreign
consuls interfere systematically to prevent the Turks
from either stopping this by force, or raising a ques-
tion on the subject by an appeal to the guaranteeing
Powers? Did the consular interference for the pur-
pose of conciliation on the eve of the present outbreak
have any other effect than that of tying the Turks’
hands behind their own back, and enabling the insur-
gents to make their own arrangements, and select the
most favourable defensive ground in the mountains,
for the struggle which they were determined to force
on? If these things be true, they should be recorded
as true; and it will then be nothing but wilful blind-
ness or wilful suppression to dwell mainly or solely
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ey of erowzing the “ Tomes ™ must have been ven
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dswritd by s oorresyeodent.  How does ome erown
a rewszaper ? An Athenian December wounld

Fopply enngh flowers i weave a garland sufficien
for the open sbewet: and the chead sheet, folded
umw*dwp&w--nhmhemmq
capatd: of daly ceremonious treatment. Did they
crown the supplement. the second column. and the
binh-death-and-marmiage ovlumn. as well3 The
latter will, no doubt, have to annc«uncetbeanspxcm
union whenever it does take place. and must have
bn honcured accordingly. But if they decorated
the ‘Times’ with garlands for its contemptuous
admissions, the least they can now do is to canonise
it for its loving smiles of last Monday's article, assur-
ing them of its having all along wished that Crete
migzht have been allowed to assoviate its destinies
with the Hellenic kingdom : and. indeed. there are
many worse saints than the * Times,” in the orthodox
Eastern calendar.  If we could quite satisfy our own
minds that Crete would be the better for such asso-
ciation of its destinies, or that its original natural
instinct in cold blood ever was to be so annexed, or
that it would stay for a single week so annexed, we
should be only too glad to echo the wish, and thus
might come in for a share of garlands ourselves ; for
which we are bound to own that our size is much
Intter fitted than the ¢ Times.” But it is of proverbs
rather than garlands than we meant to write. Qur
contemporary, apparently basing its judgment on
the curiously relentless ferocity which old Mustapha,
Pasha is showing in the suppression of the insurrec-
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reports which the Viennese were going to despatch
on the following Monday night. As stories go in
South-Eastern Europe there is nothing very inconsis-
tent in this. There is nothing new in a conspiracy
at Bucharest; were it not for the emphatic contra-
diction we should be inclined to say that there is
nothing true in the present story, and we are pretty
sure that we shall not let it matter much to us. But
why are they always at it in Roumania? What is it
they want? Not a year passes but what the flower
of the Daco-Roman youth is either conspiring, about
to conspire, or emerging from conspiracy against the
aathorities of the period. The conspiracies are de-
tached, disconnected, idiopathic; they are personal,
not national, and differ thereby from the solid con-
tinuous organic labours of the modern Greek or
modern Irish Hetarists, who devote their whole lives
to sedition, privy conspiracy, and rebellion with as
fixed and definite a purpose as so many young Hanni-
bals. But the Wallachs seem to conspire for very
wantonness of spirit and love of conspiracy for its own
sake as a pastime, not for its objects. They are like
the poor little tender ailing lamb of their own most
Lyvely popular ballad ; no grass will please them, and
their bleat is never hushed—

Gura nu ‘i mai tace, earba nu ‘i mai place.

What can it be that they want? We in Europe, at
one time wont to interpret events in the South-East
according to the diplomatic method, and to refer all
disorder to Russia, are now content with the simpler
and more Christian expedient of referring it to
Turkish sinfulness; and we thus love to see in the
pious Geueral Floresco and the exemplary youth of
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great, perhaps our only, danger arises from extension ;
but, eager as we all are for the prolonged existence of
the sick man (and that I am as desirous as you can
be for the prolongation of his life I beg you to believe),
he may suddenly die upon our hands, and I put it to
you whether it is not better to be provided for such a
contingency. It is not an engagement I ask for—it
is a free interchange of ideas, and, in case of need,
the word of a gentleman.” Now, thought for thought,
and word for word, this old story is so exact and
accurate a summary of the present batch of de-
spatches that it would even serve as it stands for the
current official task of Lord Stanley’s précis-writer.
They are put into diplomatic language, that is the
ouly difference. ¢Sick man, sick man,’ is all their
burden ; and the echo of public opinion has by this
time been trained, and is quite content to reverberate,
¢ Sick man, very sick man.” ¢ Dying man,’ repeats
the docile Duke of Argyll, and points out the dis-
coloration on his face, and the hues of advancing
decay and dissolution. Some discoloration is there
certainly; but what we want to know is whether it
comes more by nature or by the garotter’s clutch.
This issue cannot long be shirked.

LATEST FROM THE LEVANT.
April 9, 1867.

A whole week is a long time for a telegram laden
with a somewhat sensational burden to spend on the
road between Constantinople and London. If the
Danube navigation be open for the spring, as is most
probable by this time, we can get our ordinary letters
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tricts—bands fed, armed, recruited and commanded by
Greeks from the mainland ; nor would it have been
in his power, had he been as young and as strong as
Napoleon at Marengo, so long as he and his country-
men go to mosque instead of going to church. From
January onwards the movement has been solely
political. No fighting has been reported for months,
until the telegram of the other day, of which, being
from Corfu, we decline to take cognisance of any
sort or kind ; yet the Greek committees who manage
Cretan politics have gained their grand point by
forcing Kurope to face the alternative of either
coercing a Government technically in the right, but
assumed to be a standing disgrace to civilisation, or
coercing the private enterprises of an excited Chris-
tian people, illegitimate on the surface, no doubt, but
assumed to be hallowed by the sanction of a higher
law than the arrangements of fallible diplomatists.
It has been tacitly ruled that what is elsewhere
called by the uncomfortable names of filibustering
and Fenianism is to be openly encouraged in a case
where it is so certain that future law and order will
be the permanent result of mere momentary lawless-
ness as it is in that of the annexation of Crete and
Thessaly to the Greek kingdom. Accordingly, all
the European diplomatists, save our insular selves,
have united to press the cession of Crete upon the
Turks. That pressure, being a pressure, is galling
to Turkish pride, but if considered with reference to
Turkish interests it really urges advice to cut off a
perfectly useless limb of the State thoroughly and
for ever. In handing it over to Greece once for all,
and leaving it to stand or fall as it best may, the
Turks have got an opportunity such as may never
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no doubt, but it would be honest, semi-barbarous
anarchy, and it would, or at any rate could, be con-
fined within the four seas. But there would be no
pretext of interference left to Western diplomatists,
with their mouths full of Christianity and civilisation
and their hands in their neighbours’ pockets. The
Turks would of course have to run the risk of seeing
hard measure dealt to the Cretan Mussulmans; but
they may well afford to take the chance of that for
the sake of the much greater chance of well stulti-
fying the Greek idea. Moreover, they ought to feel
that the great-grandfathers of these Cretan Mussul-
mans were but Greeks after all.

April 13, 1867.

The Constantinople Reuter—we may best dis-
criminate the component parts of the aggregate
Reuter according to place of residence, as one says
the Frankfort Rothschild, or the Calcutta Ralli—the
Constantinople Renter, we say, does not seem in the
least conscious of the first condition of his existence,
which is, that that famous city is now in complete
telegraphic communication with the rest of the world.
It has, indeed, been so for the last twelve years or
more, and all Governments, merchants, and private
persons are in the habit of availing themselves largely
of the same. There is, therefore, not the least
occasion for him to write down his intelligence in a
letter, and send it off by the French steamer to his
correspondent at Marseilles, as he has now got into
the habit of doing every week. The steamer in
question appears to leave Constantinople on a
Wednesday, arriving at Marseilles on the ensuing
Wednesday, after an average passage of a week; and
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capital.  But the Prince of Servia has long ago been
dvne with for telegraphic purposes. As we have
already been told. in a direct telegram of the 8th,
from Constantineple, that he had done what he had
to dv, and was to leave on the 11th, there is no earthly
use in giving news of supererogation about him on
the 3nd. Marseilles telegrams are only good for such
a case as the prohibition of free telegraphy along the
direct line by the Turks or Austrians. Otherwise it
becomes a duty to meet them with the perpetual ery
of * Cennu, connn ! " as they drop in every Thursday.

THE LATE STIR AT DAMASCUS.
Apsi 18,1867,

Qur Paris correspendence the other day announced
the apprehension of a massaere of Christians to be
prevailing in Syria, and apparently to have been
tuken up and certitied as well grounded in Paris.
The Christinns of Damascus most unquestionably
were massaered seven years ago, and it is therefore
anything but unnatural for them to entertain appre-
hensions of massacres and every other horror, or to
shiver at the very faintest rustle of excitement among
the Mahometans. There has never been any time
since the massacre, in fact, in which they have been
quite free from some such apprehension in a greater
or less degree: and at the present moment more
especially, when rumours of Christian risings and of
European material or moral support of risings all
over Turkey, are at their rifest in all men’s minds,
it would be very strange if these apprehensions were
not prevalent among the Christians of Damascus, or
if some justification or tangible occasion for them
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anxious to please their oppressors, put under arrest
kis owa secretary. who had been denounced to him
as autker or anthoriser of the paper. Perhaps the
socretary was so: or perhaps the Governor himself
may have been so. for the matter of that, for there is
nething in the way of trick whereof a Turkish official
1s not capable. at the same time that there is nothing
whereof a native Christian will not accuse a Turkish
official. or which a consul with a keen nose for a
* question * will not think it his profit or his duty to
believe amuinst the ofticial on the charge of the native
Christian. All these three antecedent probabilities
neutrilise one another, and accordingly the author-
ship of the placard must stand over to be decided
upon direct evidence by those whom it may concern.
The various morals with which the story is pointed,
are the only things which concern us, however, and
of these the chiet one is the impossibility of carrying
on any Government of any kind much longer in
Turkey under a system of consular interference, which
practically serves to put all government in abeyance
without undertaking the responsibility of governing
on its own account, as it were, by commission. The
Mahometan population, invited under compulsion to
forego all its former privileges, in the name of justice
and humanity, suddenly finds itself in the present
case hindered and even punished for raising a call to
charity and humanity, which is actually a direct imita-
tion of similar calls recently made in Western Europe.

An evil motive and an evil design are ascribed to
their temperate appeal on behalf of suffering ; perhaps
with rightness of apprchension as regards its ultimate
possible result, but, at any rate, with the utmost
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Telegraph ’ itself, which writes its work-day articles
on the East with most excellent sense and caution,
is apt to talk of revolt in Bulgaria without any reser-
vation, as an existing fact: it may be hoped it will
qualify that expression since the information supplied
by its correspondent. Those who do not believe in
an immediate or current Bulgarian insurrection at
any rate unanimously believe in a prospective Bul-
garian insurrection, brought about by the abundance
of Bulgarian sympathy with the Cretan Greeks; for
is not their cause identical with that of the Cretan
and all other Greeks? Did not the Duke of Argyll
tell us that all Christians in Turkey look with hope
and admiration on the free kingdom of Greece? And
are not the newspapers, one and all, assuring us
that the continuance of the Cretan struggle must
of necessity cause revolts of sympathy everywhere in
Turkey? We are all thus bound over to consider
the ‘brigandage handsomely subsidised from with-
out’ as a spontaneous insurrection, if only to verify
the words of our own predictions. That Servia has
for some time past been striving with all her might
and main to lay the train for a genuine insurrection
in Bulgaria, one to be timed in its explosion like a
fusee, without the slightest result whatever—that

the Greeks of the kingdom have been using their
"utmost efforts to create inswrrections in the Turkish

provinces adjoining their northern frontier, driving
the peaceable peasantry into revolt even with fire and
sword, without producing a movement of any kind
beyond the immediate range of their hateful opera-
tions—each of these hard facts makes no impression
lon us; for we cannot bring ourselves to face the
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brigandage somewhere in Bulgaria; the same being
intended as a diversion to the Cretan insurrection,
and intended also, we may say, to take brevet rank
in the West as a spontaneous revolt. Midhat Pasha,
Governor-General of the new province which corre-,’
sponds accurately with the so-called Bulgaria of the
maps, a man of ability and energy, has made short
work with the brigands he has caught, for he is said
to have hanged twenty of them at Rustchuk; none
of whom, we sincerely hope, are resident Bulgarians ’
and all of whom, we further sincerely hope, are mem
bers or agents of the secret committee at Bucharest,
the prime disturber and the Russian cat’s fore-paw,
80 to speak, on the south side of the Lower Danube. |
Had we the fortune of being a great duke, or a
clique, or a platform, or a popular preacher, or a lady
patroness of Almack’s, or a prophecy-monger or wial
conjurer, or a railway director, or an individual pos-
sessing an income of 3,600l. a year—the sum fixed
by Sydney Smith as the lowest at which anybody is
recognised by the high London world as being entitled
to propound an opinion of his own about anything—
or any other duly licensed factor of English public
opinion admitted to the privilege of aftirming and
denying things, we might find it in our heart to say
something about Bulgaria which has not been said
before, which is perfectly true, and which is very
opportune to the present period. But there is no use
in talking when you know that you are not likely to
find listeners, or in casting your bread on the waters
when you know that it will drift off into infinite space
and perish on the waters. Otherwise we, who are
antiphilo-everything-else in Turkey, but who are
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sl : it heing folly anticipated that the jourmak

1 Wost ~cl either be blinded to the resl
iture o Axk a movement, or else would be self-
unind, and woeM sympathise actively with it, as a
itural and sroctanecus revolution on the part of
wee why by the imperfect light of European publie
pinnw, gevorant of details and seeking refage in
cuemlitier, vt bhe assumed as certain to make
ammen canse with their insurgent fellow-Christians
fUntes The extrvme enenyy and activity of Midhat
Waha, gvvertar of Bulraria, north of the Balkans,
vipletely defoated this delectable scheme of political
attening.  He made short work with the filibusters,
et Ailiad fo e wimoat of their power by the Bul-
garain Clesfiie possasiry.  These honest men de-
termined to clear the wountry of these rascals, and
they turnad te and hunted them down everywhere—
even to the very doars, it may be, of the consulates
of the ypuarantecing Powers.  This peasantry, our
readers will pleaze to remark, is the same Bulgarian
peasantry which, in our eyes, is disaffected by hypo-
thesia, and which it would be quite ¢ contrary to our
expericnce of the East * not to suppose certain to be
sympathetically affected towands the so-called Cretan
insurgents, and disposed to create a diversion om
their behalf. Many curious documents appear to
have come to light in connection with this outbreak,
to which the Turkish authorities will act wisely in
giving the most entire and remorseless publicity at
all hazards. For the present, we confine ourselves
to the summary of a single document, apparently
a letter, found on the person of one of the brigands
who was shot offhand shortly after he was taken.
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surrrise, azd to seek consolation in the prospercus
cvndition - the scheols for young girls organised to
prerare Torkish maidens for harem life. The Jowr-
ni. <o Indats, from which we take the ¢ Moscow
Gazette * at secvmihand. complains that it cannot see
the rartictlar point of this last bit of irony—and no
wonder either. for it is not very bright. The press is
very vouny in Ruasia, however, and one must never
bte hani on a berinner’s rudimentary efforts when one
it shown his drawing - in this style, after six lessons.’
Rut the best of the matter is that our French con-
temparary, thonch it says little enough, yet takes the
st of the article in perfect seriousness, and is any-
thinge but disinclined to see the possibility of a real
combination, one heth offensive to French self-love
and tearing hostilels cpon French interests, in that
which to us simply reads as intentionally mischievous
nonsense,  The Russian writer, thoroughly imbued
with the farwign policy of his Government, now as
over determined to make bad blood between England
and Fraanee in the Levant, must know perfectly well
that what he is writing is nonsense in itself. But
then it is admirbly suited for baiting a hook des-
tined to cateh a Frenchman,  Entice your Frenchman
with jealousy of Fngland dangled long enough before
his eyes, and he has never yet failed to rise at the
bait with a rush, aud gorge it for good. One would
think that the mischief intended by the Russian
writer was pertectly obvious, but we very much fear
the French head will always be turned the moment
you begin to try its steadiness with dexterous card
shuffling in forengn politics.
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take either to explaining it away after some process
we do not fully understand, or else, and mostly, dread
it altogether as merely another name for Russian
brute force ; while the Bulgarians are either too pri-
mitive to comprehend it aud respond to it, or else,
with the exception of the ¢ Omladina,’ or Young Bul-
garia—a mere handful of hot-headed youths under
the lead of adult intriguers—keep aloof from it, and
view it askance and with misgivings. Panslavism in
this stage did not contemplate any definite recog-
niticu of Russia as more than the greatest, and in-
deed the only fortunate one among Slavonic races,
viewed ideally only as an ultimate possible avenger
of Slavonic wrongs. A fusion or incorporation with
Russia might have been dimly beheld as looming in
the remote future, but we believe it may safely be
asserted that hitherto no Slavonic fragment has
ever, up to the present time, formed to itself a distinct
and practical wish er intention to merge its individual
national life into that of Russia, and so become
finally absorbed into that State for ever. Practical
intercours? among the minor Slavonic communities
for the transaction of political business was tried
once for all at Prague during the summer of 1848,
and the attempt broke down utterly. It was then
found that all the Slavonic deputies who held forth,
each in his own tongue, for hours together upon the
grandeur and glory of everything Slavonic, past,
present, and to come, fondly believing, by dint of
much professorial assertion, that each man’s tongue
was sufficient for all, spoke only to empty air. None
understood the other, or when seeming to understand
he saw his way only just enough to misunderstand
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inadequate to fulfil the practical purposes of common
official or political life among two kindred communi-
ties of equal civilisation and equal culture each of its
own language—to meet the wants of the whole body
between the professor and the peasant. This will
apply with more or less force, varying in many degrees,
to many other cases, each affording a good test of the
principle, but as vet untested or unly tested with in-
dividuals, to Holland and Germany, to Spain and
Portugal, Spain or Portugal and Italy, Wales and
Britany, Munster and Inverness-shire, Turkey and
Turkistan, nay, in so far as the peasant is concerned,
Yorkshire and Friesland even: such instances are
innumerable. Perhaps the only case of true mutual
intelligribility between two languages, each having its
distinct laws and canons of literary cultivation and
its separate consciousness, is to be found in Swedish
and Danish. Polish and Bohemian, the nearest ap-
proach to this on Slavonic ground among literary as
distinct from uncultivated languages, we believe to
fall decidedly short of it. Panslavism, where real,
has hitherto striven after such mutual intelligibility;
it has, indeed. been a little apt to proclaim to the
outer world that it was already in possession of that
at first starting.

The case has changed materially during the past
vear, and it is this change which entitles modern
Panslavisin to serious attention in Western Europe.
It has now fairly entered into the domain of practica]
polities, and has ceased to be a mere dream of en-
thuziasts, or the symbol of separate interests under
the gruise of common aspirations.  Hitherto the Sla-
vunice languages have never had a single centre round
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Beust’s first step last winter, that of trying to con-
ciliate or stave off Russia by seeing what a conference
would do for the revision of the treaties of 1856 in
a Russian sense, certainly seems inconsistent enough
with his later attitude in Turkey; but we believe
the reason of that merely to have been his novelty to
this side of Austria when he first started, his trust
in diplomatic makeshift, and his entire ignorance in
detail of the subject-matter at issue taken compre-
hensively.

About all this, however, the less said the sooner
mended. Perhaps it is past and gone; anyhow, tore-
buke it now would be flogging a dead horse, or rather
whipping a rocking-horse. No good will ever be got
by reminding the French of their past inconsisten-
cies. It is to be hoped—we are hardly sanguine
enough as yet to say it is to be fully believed—that
the French have by this time found out for them-
selves that nothing whatever is to be realised by
France working the sick man’s case on the Russian
diagnosis; not a penny of fee, nor yet a rood of in-
heritance ; nothing but ridicule, which it is not conve-
nient nor, indeed, safe for those who profit by French
policy to vent just at present, but which is none the
less being laughed at in the Greco-Russian sleeve.
The scquel of the German correspondent’s letter is
of far more importance to those who, like Mr. Grant
Duff, seek to study the groundwork of what is called
the Eastern Question, than the monthly or weekly
oscillations of incurably unsteady policy. ¢For all
this,” he goes on to say (meaning the Russian pro-
gress, by the means and at the expense of France, as
quoted above),  Russian influence over the Slavonic
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Suzerain nor any other Power should march an army
of occupation thereinto without preliminary consul-
tation among themselves, we do not think Paris is
unduly sceptical in rejecting off hand any news of
the Turks forthwith marching such an army into
Roumania as pure. untruth; as we were told that
doubting Paris did at the beginning of the week upon
telegraphic announcement of a story to that effect,
on the authority of the Etoile d’Orient of Bucharest.
We said nothing at the time, thinking that hardly
anybody would believe a story carrying improbability
on the face of it. The Turks, who shrink from tak-
ing their own part nowadays, would not dare to fly
in the fuce of treaty, and commit themselves to any
such occupation without previous commuynication
with FEurope; and if any communications of the
kind hud passed, their first announcement would not
have been made to the world by a journal only set
up the other day to write up nationalities in French
for the edification of Western Europe—a paper of no
conceivable public authority whatever. It is worth
knowing, indeed, how such a paper could have been
allowed or have obtained access to Mr. Reuter’s wires
at all. The same story, or something like it, now
comes repeated from Belgrade; but, as appears by a
later or a fuller telegram close upon the heels of the
first, it is only on the authority of a Servian news-
paper. This, however, is semi-official, we believe ;
and it is really by no means improbable that the
Porte is openly showing signs of restlessness under
the intolerable provocation of the bands of spurious
¢ Bulgarian liberators,” which are being continually
organised and equipped one after another, quite un-
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acquaintance with that indefinite region called  the

wast * than one which knows nothing of the theory
and practice of petition as there current. In fact, if
there be a case in which a vague term like ¢ the East,’
a term which includes everything from Boenia to the
Ganges, may be used legitimately and accurately at
alll it would be the case of an assertion that both
individual and corporate petitioning is simply the
universal custom all over Eastern Europe and most
of Asta.  Every individual there is a climber on
somebody’s back, as the Turks put it; a seizer of
skirts, ax the Poersians say; and his first instinct is,
when he hears of anyone with influence, to go and
petition him for something.  As for the new nation-
ulities, theirs is the naked instinet of rampant para-
sitism 3 they cannot move a step without petitioning
u patron opeuly, it they can, but if not, they seek
to compromise consuls or great or little elchees.
There ix enough evidence of that, one would think,
betore the world,  The thing is so absurd as not to
be worth notice, if it were not for this tiresome lite-
rary trick of making an appeal, as it were, to the
genind of Untroism: of supporting the observation
you want to make on o particular subject by a false
platitude, when you think its own legs are not strong
onough to enable it to stand alone. In manner, it is
like the trick of appealing to the knowledge of ¢ every
schoolboy,” who has fortunately grown up now and
gone away from the paths of literature. Do our
rewders, we wonder, remember how, some eighteen
months ago, or more, the then Paris correspondent
of the ‘Times’ told us that the Sultan was getting
quite accustomed to the use of mintage as a symbol
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that the Bucharest Government is really meditating
trouble in this quarter, for their behaviour and atti-
tude is literally that recorded by the ancient Rouman
poet Virgil (if Homer is good for Signor Dandolo
and the Corfiotes, why should not Virgil be good for
Domnu Bratiano and the Daco-Romans?). They are
scattering abroad ambiguous voices among the vulgar,
and they are consciously searching for arms. In this
search they are said to be helped by one Colonel
Krensky, a Prussian officer sent over to drill them
and make soldiers of them. That last he will fail in
doing ; but, under any circumstances, the numbers
of the Rouman nation now being called to arms will
suffice to give the Prussian Government the neces-
sary diversion on the further side of Austria in the
event of anything happening in the spring, which
we take to be the present object of Prince Charles’s
policy. For the present moment, however, there is
no possible fear of anything happening in this part
of the world, for nothing is ready, and the winter on
the Lower Danube is a serious matter. But we must
be prepared for an unlimited amount of the ¢ spargere
voces in vulgum ambiguas.’

WARLIKE RUMOURS IN TURKEY.
December 10, 1868.

We do not find much reason for complacency on
account of the surface change of policy in Roumania,
nor yet much ground for alarm on account of the
hostile attitude alleged to have been just taken by
Turkey towards Greece. There never was any fear
of an immediate outbreak on the Danube on a large
scale at this time of the year. On the other hand,
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jecting the late rumours to any special criticism, or
investigating the nature of the offence given. We
are not much alarmed ; not even at the prospect of
Hobart Pasha cruising in the patenit &geo with a
whole fleet in midwinter, on the chance of sinking a
stray shipload of volunteers. Admitting the desir-
ability of Greek and Turk being allowed to have it
out once for all in a fair fight, it must be owned that
the maritime area on which such a fight must come
off is one which belongs to the civilised world, and
one in which peace must be enforced. If Turkey is
kept from fighting, according to this principle, the
Government of Greece must equally be restrained
from giving just cause of offence to Turkey. The
best comment, however, upon the public capacity of
Gireece for going to war is to be found in the state-
ment. of o French contemporary, that the Greek
treasury is 8o empty that poor King George is
obliged to give up his journey through Europe in
('()llﬁ('tlll(‘ll(?(‘.

LORD STANLEY'S EASTERN POLICY IN WORD AND DEED.
December 15, 1868.

Echoing rumour persists in attributing to Lord
Stanley's famous Lynn speech the sudden determi-
nntion of the Porte to pluck up a spirit at last, and
brenk once for all with its little tormentor Greece.
The existence of such a rumour is no great reason
for believing it, but there is certainly some proba-
bility in it ; it is possible that it may contain a core
of truth, for the practical meaning of Lord Stanley’s
words was clearly enough to show the Turks that
they must no longer look to us for any help in their
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December 22, 1568.

If there be a single word of truth in the telegraphic
story that the Porte has summoned the Governments
of Roumania and Servia to expel their respective
Greek populations, all we can say is that the Porte,
even Sir Archibald Alison’s friend the Sublime Porte
himself, is fit for nothing but a private lunatic asy-
lum. As regards Roumania, the order is blunder
enough, for it bestows a ground of national irrita-
tion against Turkey on a people who are perfectly
pacific and without quarrel ; yet it is just within the
bounds of sanpity, for there is a very large floating
Greek population engaged in trade on the Danube,
which is never free from some scheme or other against
Turkey. That would, of course, be no sufficient ex-
cuse for the impolicy of the order. But in the case
of Servia such an order would be sucX an astounding
act of fatuity as in no way to fall short of mania.
The Servians, relieved by the surrender of Belgrade
a year or more ago, from the last tangible relic of
Ottoman rule capable of hurting their feelings, have
since been behaving with the utmost prudence and
loyalty, and have held aloof from all propagandism
and conspiracy against the merely shadowy authority
of Turkey. The utmost amount of Greeks in Servia
would at most be only a handful of shopkeepers or
pedlars in Belgrade. To try to convert the hypo-
thetical suzerainty into a vital authority is the one
act which would rekindle all the old Servian ani-
mosity, now dormant under Austro-Hungarian influ-
ence, into a burning flame not unlikely to spread cver
all Slavonic Turkey. If the story be true, the pro-




























































226 Occasional Notes on Turkey.

of the antonomy systematically accorded by the Porte to
Greeks, Armenians, Jews, Maronites, Druses—why they,
six millions of men, were the helots of a million of Greeks ?
Why a Slavonic race, devout by nature, and largely tole-
rant and broad in its spiritual conceptions, should be kept
down grovelling at the feet of Greek superstitious idolatry ?
It is not a futile question of mere dogma which is to be
sought for in this Bulgarian revolt against the Grecks. It
is the sentiment of injured nationality joined to the aspira-
tion of a people to participate in a life from which it has
been long severed ; yet to do so calmly, and without seek-
ing to plange in the abyss of senseless ambition. We do
not desire anything beyond that amount of temporal au-
tonomy which is necessarily involved in such religions
autonomy as the Porte accords to each community. De-
liverance from the Greeks, direct communication with the
central Government, the right of electing our national
clergy by our own people, the use of our own language in
the Church services, and its cultivation in schools, consti-
tute the whole amount of the Bulgarian demand. As for
the rest, we are content to rely on the interest which the
Porte itself finds in the gradual introduction of reforms.
Fidelity to the Government seems to us only the just
return for its preservation and guardianship of our nation-
ality, for the Bulgarians fully comprehend that the wreck
of the empire would simply throw them headlong into the
gulf of Rassism.

Thaus it is that Russia manifests no sympathy for the re-
vival of a Slav nationality which seeks nothing from her.
In none of her treaties with Turkey has she ever mentioned
Bulgaria. The reason of this is clear enough. Russia has
no desire to see a numerous Slavonic commaunity rise into
a nation at her side, stamped with feature and character
other than those of Czarism; in that she sees a danger
to her beloved Panslavism. She would fain see Bulgaria
lulled to sleep in the lap of Grecism till the day of the
final triumph of Greco-Raussian policy in the East ; biding
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in Russian unity, and the more will they cling to Turkey.
Let it also be remembered, that the increase in means of
communication, and the progressive equalisation before the
law now at work in the empire, will tend to deprive this
autonomy of all separatist character. It is common to
flatter the Turks with the prospect of a fusion among the
races of their empire; well, the way, the only possible way,
to bring about such fusion is to satisfy the legitimate
desires of each race. Individuals will only consent to
unite in a common centre under the condition of there
finding free room to exist. Meanwhile, if there be one
thing more than another that Russia fears and that Turkey
should desire, it is the existence, under the Ottoman
sceptre, of a great Slavonic race, well governed, free, and
content with its lot. The Turkich Government, if it
chooses, can thus destroy the pretensions of Russia to the
monopoly of Slavism.

Ivaxovitz.

DISTINCTIVENESS OF BULGARIAN CHARACTER AND
OBJECTS.

June 10, 1868.
Tb the Editor of the PaLL Mavrr GazeTTE.

Sir,—Amid the manifest complications of the Eastern
Question it is no less essential to the interests of the Turk-
ish Government than to those of the Bulgarian people
themselves, that the latter should no longer be credited
by the world with any necessary participation in the ambi- .
tious and revolutionary schemes of their neighbours, which
are undermining the throne of the Sultans by reason of
their race or their religion. It is true, no doubt, that the
Bulgarians are Slavs like the Serbs and Montenegrins; it is
likewise true that, like the Greeks and Russians, they follow
the forms of the orthodox rite; but it is a blunder so gross
and palpable as almost to deserve being called intentional
to ascribe to the Bulgarians a complete identity of political
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As for the Greeks, their first encounter with the Bulga-
rians was sword in hand, and they had the worst of it.
Later on they made use of Turkish rule to take their re-
venge, fastening on to us under it as leeches of the Fanar.
Up to this day they obstinately deny us our ecclesiastical
rights, while we on our side never lose an occasion of
testifying estrangement from everything which leads up to
or bears upon the great Hellenic question. It is very
evident that similarity in religious forms can have no
power to combine two such antipathetic spirits as ours and
the Greek. I use the word forms, because, at bottom, the
Bulgarian's religion is not at all that of the Greek. With
him, religion is more an affair of politics than anything
else: it is, in fact, his emblem of nationality. With the
Bulgarian, as with all the true Slavs, religion is a profound
and self-nurturing sentiment, abiding in the heart unmoved
by the fluctuations of worldly interests. Nor do we
resemble Russia any more than do other Slav communities ;
we love individual liberty, and we are strongly imbued
with a sense of the rights of property, so that Russian
centralisation and communistic ideas are repugnant to us.
+Our language is as different from Russian as French from
:Italian : that is to say, certainly not enough to merge into
Russian by natural fusion. Historically, Russia has never
taken a step to attach us to her. As her influence arose in
the East she came to consider us as an inferior sort of
Slavonic race, one wholly passive, and doomed to pass
under Russian rule by the mere force of circumstances.
Not a word of us in her treaties with the Porte, for she
found it best that the Greeks should wield our resources
and tarn our strength to account in order to undermine the
Turkish empire. Hostile, now as ever, to our separatist
aspiration, she is now multiplying attempts to induce us to
resume our former position of Greek Helots. It is trme
that, being deprived by the Greeks of our own ecclesiastical
books in Slavonic, we get them occasionally from Russis;
but this is an idle fact, which really has no other signifi-
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though we say that with hope rather than with ex-
pectation. This is what he says:—

Let us turn our attention for awhile to the recent
Raustchuk échauffourée as a fresh landmark serving to point
out the real direction of our Bulgarian tendencies; a new
ray destined to enlighten both the Turkish and foreign
Governments upon the subject.

An explosion of the same kind was bronght about last
year; one from which the foreign Power which prepared it
expected great results. By dint of perpetually bragging of
the force of Panslavism, and by incessantly dwelling upon
the utter want of cohesiveuess in Turkey, this Power
talked itself into a belief in its own words; it imagined
that nothing was easier than to break up Turkey, and
nothing more fascinating than Panslavism. Fully per-
suaded of this, it hoped, naively enough, that the flight of
hateful birds of prey let loose by it on the banks of the
Danube would, as a matter of course, stir up a thousand
angry swarms of the same brood all over Bulgaria.

One knows how that expedition turned out. It demon-
strated that the Ottoman elements had not altogether lost
cohesion. It showed some cause to the world for thinking
that Turkey might be, after all, something more than a mere
encampment in Europe ; that it offered, in short, firmer soil
for the foothold of reform and progress than is usually re-
presented by Western statesmen in quest of troubled waters,
and by journalists d quinze centimes la ligne. We shall
make no exaggeration if we set a high value on the mani-
fold experience thence accrning to Turkey. It has gone
far towards disenchanting the enemies of Turkey, and to
reconciling the public opinion of Europe with that country.
Had the Bulgarian nation responded to the appeal of the
stranger, or had it even hesitated in presence of the lure
here held out to it, the Porte would have found itself com-
pelled to face troubles very much more serious than the
Cretan difficulty. I do not hesitate to place in strong
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gained by the abstention. It is incontestable that the
proofs of attachment afforded it by the Bulgarians are
neither the result of compulsion nor of imbecility ; they
come from the conviction being verified that Bulgarism
having free play, conscious of its interests, and essentially
( fonciérement) friendly to Turkey, is actually a constituent
element of Ottomanism.

What remains for the Turkish Government to do? To
be consistent with itself, surely; to continue its liberal
policy towards the Bulgarians, to protect aspirations of
theirs from which it has seen that it has nothing to fear; to
assume direction of them, and thus lead them on so as to be
merged into identity with its own policy.

Here we come naturally to the interminable question of
ecclesiastical autonomy. The time is past for treating that
from a historical or theological or juristic point of view ; the
case is too urgent for mere quibbles and chicane. The
Government has before it the task of conciliating and iden-
tifying with its interests the Bulgarian people; and this
without loss of time, for these claims of the Bulgarians
must no longer be looked upon as being divested of
political significance. As a matter of fact, the Porte has
been allowing the Bulgarian people for the last twelve
years to contemplate and take to heart the prospect of
obtaining ecclesiastical autonomy. The hope of that has
been our first ray of light after a night of five centuries,
and therefore is fondly cherished as one cherishes the
memory of his birth. Ignorant as yet of public life outside
of the sphere of the ecclesiastical, the Bulgarians have
centered all their ideas of moral and material progress as
well as of politics in this. What has attached them to
the Government with so much energy is simply the hope
of attaining this result of ecclesiastical autonomy. The
Government should, properly, have withheld from them all
encouragement from the very beginning, both explicit and
implicit, and compelled them to silence; but to seek to
hush up these aspirations now, after so long a lapse of time,
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been one of stubborn persistence in the single demand
for ecclesiastical independence, which in Turkey in-
cludes a considerable amount of civil independence.
That is combined with a careful abstention from the
slightest approach to disloyalty towards the Turks
either in word or deed, partly from a desire to plead
their cause with clean hands, partly from the convic-
tion, firmly and lucidly stated by one of our Bulgarian
correspondents, that a break-up of Turkey would
simply swamp their nationality in Russia, partly from
a deficient political sense in the bulk of the race.
No notice has been taken of them in Europe because
a passive and as yet little more than rudimentary
nationality like this, which will neither co-operate
with the Porte for the active support of the empire,
nor yet bind itself to a revolt against Turkey, is
of no diplomatic or military service to any current
hypothesis of the Eastern Question—that is to say, to
the complex of views and theories about Turkey as
entertained in the various European Foreign Offices,
irrespective of Turkey itself. Indeed it tends to
stultify that somewhat wearisome formula, for it
asserts in practice that there is no such thing as the
Eastern Question apart from the meddling action,
whether well or ill meant, of self-seeking foreign
Powers. It wants to grow, and to be letalone. The
Bulgarians have resisted Panslavonic propagandism
with no less firmness than the steady continuous
Papal aggression which has been at underground
work among them for some ten years, once under
French, now rather under Austrian, patronage. At
the same time, the last letter of our Bulgarian cor-
respondent distinctly, though guardedly, pointed out
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same quiescent frame of mind that they were last
summer, we take occasion to say that Lord Stanley’s
language is very singularly injudicious, for it will be
eagerly turned to account by the Russians for the
purpose of showing the Bulgarians that, so far from
getting sympathy for their sensible and forbearing
conduct, they are only getting a pittance of prospec-
tive sympathy as so many predestined and hypothe-
tical rebels with anarchical proclivities—a statement
which, besides being mischievous, is actually insulting
to the Bulgarian patriots.

By taking this step the Turks cannot but have
broken once for all with the Greeks. This is a matter
of most serious consequence. Yet they have had no
choice in the dilemma presented to them. They had
either to break with the Bulgarians, who represent
numbers, or with the Greeks, who represent official
routine ; and they have elected to break with the
latter. By so doing they will have disordered all
the familiar machinery by which they have hitherto
been accustomed to see with no trouble of their own
the natural aspirations of their Greek population
prevented for the most part from ever consolidating
into a domestic insurrection, or actively counte-
nancing a factitious one. Ever since the Turkish
conquest the Romaic Greeks—that is to say, the
Byzantines—dispossessed of empire, have been exer-
cising a shadowy sort of imperium in imperio within
the Turkish empire over all other Christian races of
the same faith. The honours and profits of this
position, such as they are, have sufficed to keep them,
as a body, apart from or impair their sympathy with,
the de-Romaicised or Neo-Hellenic Greeks of the
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THE ¢ NATIONAL BYZANTINE COMMISSION.’
December 22, 1868.

There is a very curious letter in the ¢ Globe” of
last Saturday, which would not be unlikely to attract
some attention at the present moment, if it were not
for the perfect certainty of its merely puzzling and
bewildering all those who cannot understand that
the bulk of the Christians of Turkey Proper want to
shake off Greek, and not the Turkish ascendency—
that is to say, nine people out of ten. For that
matter, it i8 quite enough to mystify anybody as it
stands. It is signed by one styling himself the
¢ Special Commissioner’ of the ¢ National Byzantine
Commission.” The object of the letter is formally to
announce the dissolution of the said commission, in
consequence of the late emergetic action of the
Sultan, who has ¢roused himself to a sense of real
danger,” and who sees at last that the interests of
his people and his own are identical.” What this
action may be is not stated, but we presume it can
only refer to the steps taken by the Sultan with
reference to Greece. The commission is stated to
have cousisted of a deputation of five Bulgarians,
accompanied by the writer of the letter, apparently
an Englishman. They were sent to London in order
to represent to the English Government their griev-
ances and complaints against Greeck traders and
monopolists, who are keeping five millions of their
countrymen in a state of ¢quasi-serfdlom.” They
were informed that they could only be received
through M. Musurus ; but M. Musurus was absent—
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him, before committing himself to his headlong
judgment passed on 5,000,000 of industrious, peace-
ful Christians in Turkey, on the strength of the
merest handful of rebellious Christians who have
hitherto been allowed to plot and rant under shelter
against the best interests and avowed desires of
their co-religionists.

We think it as well to end with an extract, which
we make as short as we can. After mentioning the
Sultan’s last schemes of reform, undertaken at the
personal instance of the French Emperor in 1867,
and drawn up subsequently in firmans, the writer

goes on :—

To this hour, however, those firmans remain a dead
letter, for the Greek monopolists, secing that the carrying
out of the projected reforms would put an end to their
blood-sucking monopoly, at once set all their energies to
work, and during the last two years have lavished millions
on the Candian plot, and on their creatures at Istambol,
whereby to produce confusion, and so defeat the wise inten-
tions of the Sultan. After the collapse of the rising in
Bulgaria this last summer (another scheme indirectly pro-
moted by those same Greek trading houses) the Bulgarian
people determined to endeavour to arouse the Sultan once
more, by showing him that in his contemplated reforms he
would have the support of 5,000,000 of his Bulgarian
people, who desired fervently an end to the state of quasi-
serfdom, both political and industrial, in which the power
of Greck traders still keeps them. They, therefore, secretly
drew up and signed a petition to the Sultan, asking him to
convene a national assembly at Phillippopoli, where, under
his personal direction, delegates sclected from his several
provinces should meet, and together discuss measures for
developing progress in Turkey, while preserving intact the
authority of the Sultan, whom, by the bye, be it said, en
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passant, his subjects have no desire to displace or find fanlt
with if he will, by arousing himself to action and progress,
avert his and their political ruin, now menaced more than
ever. This, Sir, is the object desired by the Sultan’s
subjects of all religious creeds, for religious tolerance
obtains in Turkey to an extent that might well serve as a
model to more pretentious Governments ; and the Christian,
so far from being ‘ oppressed,’ as the cry goes, is far more
favoured than the real Turk of the Moslem faith.
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THE FEWS IN EASTERN EUROPE.

THE SERVIAN JEWS.
April 24, 1867.

TrE case of the Servian Jews, as set forth in the
printed papers just laid before Parliament, is per-
fectly simple, and lies in a nutshell. The Prince of
Servia does not hesitate to admit that the existence
of Jewish disabilities, which practically amount to
persecution, is disgraceful to his country, at the
same time that he confesses himself wholly unable
to remove those disabilities, in consequence of the
pressure brought to bear upon him, through the
Servian Assembly, by the native merchants and
tradesmen, whose vested interests are all-powerful,
and cannot be withstood. These men find them-
selves undersold by the Jews in their dealings with
the villagers. They are, therefore, determined to
put an end to Jewish competition, and for that pur-
pose all their influence is brought to bear alike on
the Government and on the people themselves, whose
natural fanaticism is certainly not greater than that
of any other race still in the medieval or semi-
civilised stage, but who are not proof against a
systematic appeal made to that fanaticism. Mr.
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bined European effort after the usual precedent im
Turkey Proper.

The worst feature of the whole case, to our mind,
is the inflammatory series of articles written agaimst
the Jews as a race, by a leading Servian paper, ap-
parently under the instigation of the mercantile
interest, for the set and deliberate purpose of in-
flaming the passions of the pecple, and exciting
religious hatred which would otherwise have lain
dormant. The Government cannot be held guiltless
of connivance in this, as the columns of the news-
papers were closed by official direction not only to
the reply which the Belgrade Jews naturally sought
to insert, but even to the rejoinder of the Rabbi of
Szegedin in Hungary, who was irritated at all these
violent attacks on his race and faith; nor was it
until the actual murder of a Jew had taken place,
that the Government thought fit to interfere, and
prohibit their further publication. Viclence amount-
ing .to murder or serious outrage appears to have
only been perpetrated in three instances, whereof
one, a case of abduction and forcible baptism of a
girl, is not quite without some suspicion of that sort
which attaches itself to all cases which have girls in
them. These Mr. Longworth tries to attribute to
the general lawlessness of a primitive country where
human life is cheap rather than to the innate fanati-
cism of the people; and he will not allow the Jews
to put forth any sweeping generalities about the
assassin’s knife having frequently the privilege of
impunity against the Jew under the circumstances.
But cach murder was an aggravated case, and it
seems clear that the victims were, in fact, murdered
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vogue among primitive classes and vain people, such
as roughs, schoolboys, Greeks, Irishmen, and people
in the East generally; one full of conviction to the
minds of those who use it. It is, moreover, supported
by the further assertion that the principles of liberty
and equality which generally prevail in Greece, are
in every respect applied to the Israelites of Corfu,
who now enjoy the full rights of equality which
were denied to them under the Protectorate. It is
the practice, however, not the principles, that we want
to know about. The principles of liberty are those
in the Greek statute book, sure enough; and when
the long-promised parliamentary papers on the
present condition of the Ionian Islands shall have
made their appearance, we shall be provided with
some sort of authority to enable us to judge how far
those principles are really applied in practice, but not
till then. The last clause about the Protectorate is
not easy to understand. The fallacy which it seems
to insinuate is the suggestion that the Jewish in-
equality of position under the English was felt or put
forward as a substantial grievance by them, shared
in common with the Ionians genecrally. That may
possibly have been the case partly, but they certainly
kept the feeling to themselves. They were, for aught
we were allowed to see and hear to the contrary,
only too glad to compound for the presumed loss of
social equality, assuming the idea of such a thing
ever to have entered their heads, for the sake of the
full enjoyment of perfect security for life, limb, and
property, with no worse misfortune than a desecrated
burial-ground now and then. In Greece, on the
other hand, all the legal and statutory equality in the
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they do now enjoy these rights, would raise natural
indignation among our countrymen who had ever
resided in Corfu, or ever held social or political inter-
course with the Corfiotes. Such English as are left
in the islands are not at all disposed to acquiesce in
so audacious and so characteristic a distortion of the
real state of the case—characteristic, we mean, not
of Jews, but of Ionians and Greeks of the political
classes, the unsound part of their community—always
at their little game. The real fact is that not only
were attempts repeatedly made during the English
protectorate to admit the Jews to the full rights of
equality—attempts which were systematically frus-
trated by the Ionian Parliament, being made use of
as so much additional machinery for setting the
English in an unpopular light before the ignorant
and fanatical classes—but it was only with great
difficulty that Jewish children were allowed to be
admitted into the girls’ free schools established for

the poor in Corfu.

THE JASSY JEWS.
June 1, 1867.

The man who would lift his hand against the Rou-
man people, save for a caress, is unworthy of the name
of British journalist. We have never had the heart
to say a word to their discredit, or to attribute any of
their short-comings to themselves, seeing the sad way
they have been protected to death, Heaven knows
against whom or what, by pretty nearly all the
European Powers in turn. They have had all the
colouring of political originality and consistency
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Duff and Mr. Geldwin Smith. M. Bratiano’s term
of office and power can now be counted by entire
months. and his popularity is of course on the wane
after so long a time. He naturally wants to stimu-
late it a little bit, and being an ultra-Liberal in his
part of the world, his first thought, equally naturally,
is to go in at the Jews and persecute them; not in
the least for persecution’s sake, but because it seems
to be the shortest way to popularity out there. This
popular dislike of Jews in Roumania, or at least in
Jassy. was explained to us the other day in a letter
written by a Servian to a London paper, in palliation
of his own people’s disagreeable ways of handling
Jews, as being because they keep all the butchers’
shops in Jassy, and won't open them to sell legs of
mutton to Christians on Saturday. That may be
so; but we fancy that the Rouman swells and young
gents who combine politics with pleasure chiefly
dislike Jews for no graver reasons than those which
might make our own Cremorne goers not averse from
a little retributory bullying of Jews. Anyhow, the ink
of the new edict was hardly dry when the French
and the Austrians both came down upon him at
once for its iniquity, and rated him soundly in the
earnestness of their hearts for being so naughty and
so illiberal. Whereupon M. Bratiano came to heel
at once. He revoked his ediet forthwith, and even
apologised for it, as being contrary to Rouman
honour. That last is the point which makes the
whole thing so divinely reckless and Bohemian. If
one were disposed to speak seriously, one would be
inclined to ask why the Minister did not perceive
that Rouman honour, like other honour, would have
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consuls will read the instructions to M. Bratiano, and
M. Bratiano will ask to be allowed to keep the in-
structions, and then he will go and light his cigar
with them. The best thing in the whole transaction,
however, is the magnificent audacity of the way in
which the noyade was telegraphed to the foreign
papers as having been ordered or perpetrated by the
Turks! There are thousands upon thousands of
people in this country, not ignorant people, but men
of liberal soul and commanding intellect, men who
are among the foremost in the land, yet so sharp set
and ravenously eager for stories of Turkish barbarity
that they are actually capable of believing that
Galatz is in Turkey and under a Turkish governor
rather than sacrifice a single story that can be used
against the Turks. Hence, and for the benefit of
such men, originate these stories ; the supply is made
to meet the demand. Hence the lie is great in these
lands, for their inhabitants are being steadily, one
may almost say systematically, encouraged by our
ready acceptance of their falsest, absurdest, or most
malignant stories, in the belief that, if they lie long
and lie hard enough, untruth must prevail at last.
Thus merrily goes on the work of demoralisation in
the breasts of the millions of freemen who are to
succeed the Turks, and who, as we are told, are to
be the bulwark of Europe against Russia.
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—a naturally kindly and most inoffensive community,
whose fanaticism, like most else that is theirs, only
survives as an unbroken inheritance from the middle
eges, now bidding fair to die away in no long time—
that the disgrace of these transactions can fairly be
said to attach ; it is with those who perpetuate these
infamies with thorough knowledge of the fact that
they are !disgraceful, yet persist in them out of mere
ambition and lust of place; or out of that wonderful
levity and recklessness of the Rouman character which
certainly lends a social charm to a most amiable and
most provoking pecple, but which makes one despair
of their ever doing any good in politics. After all,
why should they trouble themselves with politics ?
The incomparable resources and physical advantages
of the country will always make Roumania'a wealthy
and prosperous country, come what may, and own it
who may. What is so curious in this present matter
of the Jewish persecution is the way in which the
Rouman educated classes, the proprietors and the
journalists, shut their eyes to the fact that their
aggregate race is most unfairly being made thereby
the scapegoat of their own perversity in our public
opinion. The word Rouman has now become a very
byword in Western Europe for innate bigotry and
intolerance ; whereas, in reality, all this bigotry and
intolerance is but an evil spirit now half bereft of
vitality, which is only being galvanised into active
demoniac existence by the recklessness of party
leaders in a country unripe as yet for mature parlia-
mentary life. They appear to imagine that all they
have to do when taxed with these persecutions is
coolly to deny them altogether. Their last official
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cumstances, into the false position of having lost their
original rights of foreign protection, without having
come definitely into the position of Rouman citizens
like any others. This position, if correctly stated,
gives colour to the charge of incivism brought against
the Jews, on which much stress is laid, in such a
case not altogether unfairly, by the Rouman Govern-
ment. We speak with hesitation on the subject,
however ; only suggesting it for enquiry. By vexing
the Jews the Roumans wholly vitiate this plea; but
it must be remembered on the other side, that the
whole tendency of their social condition and of their
occupations is to keep Eastern Jews apart from and
segregated within the body of an alien community.
This fact indefinitely increases the natural difficulty
which would as a matter of course accrue to even the
ablest and most upright Government, in endeavouring
to carry advanced principles of modern Liberalism
into practice among a people made up of uneducated
cultivators of the soil, whose Christianity is of the
middle ages, of rich spendthrift proprietors above
them, who are Christians after the Christianity of
Cremorne, and of Jews who dwell apart, still a tho-
roughly Oriental race of petty hucksters and usurers,
a race obnoxious to all their neighbours, yet hitherto
forming the only middle class in the country. It is
no wonder if a Government neither able nor upright
should fail in making those discordant elements work
in harmony together, where the leading spirit is
something between a barbaric Mazzini and a barbaric
—well, we will not say whom; but his ¢ No Popery ’
is very like M. Bratiano’s ‘ No Jews,’ and the object
is the same with each.
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bountiful asthe ocean, and constantly gallop the steed of
perseverance over the road of this laudable virtue, and
ever keep spread the table of comfort and kindness
for strangers.” Taken as buffoonery—and that is
unavoidable in taking a sober-sided Philistine trans-
lation as we find it—this is certainly very exquisite
fooling. But the beauty of it is its literal truth. It
would do so perfectly as a motto to Mr. Arnold’s
collected Celtic studies, in the very spirit of which it
is conceived.

Here are we in London, just at this moment de-
liberating on this very question of public hospitality,
acknowledging our inadequate means, deploring them,
accounting for them, explaining them away, referring
them to this, that, and the other cause; in fact,
doing everything but devising the best way of sup-
plying their deficiency. The Belgian volunteers are
coming, but who knows what to do with them, unless
it be Mr. E. T. Smith, of Cremorne—a man who has
his ideal of human life, and realises it? The Sultan
is coming, but who has the remotest idea what to do
with him either, unless it be to heave half a brick at
him for being a sick man? And it is more than pro-
bable that we shall end by having no less a personage
than the Shah of Persia himself, the King of Kings
and Asylum of the Universe, who is said to be coming
over to Paris, if he can make sure of not finding his
palace gate slammed in his face on his return by
some one of his thousand and one uncles and cousins.
‘What, in the name of fortune, can we do with him,
unless we quarter him bodily on Sir Henry Rawlinson,
which indeed is the only thing to do? We cannot
quarter the Sultan in that fashion upon Lord
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on Monday evening, he certainly would have seen no
reason to reverse his judgment. Sultans of Turkey
are not professed amateurs of poetry, like Shahs of
Persia ; but still we sincerely hope, for the credit of
our poetical character in the East, that the Padishah
did not get hold of any translation of the hymn
aforesaid. As far as the competition has hitherto
gone, it is assuredly one of his own subjects who is
entitled to carry off the prize of complimentary ode-
writing. Tuesday’s Turkish ode at the Crystal
Palace beats Monday’s English anthem at the opera
out of the field. There is magnitude, not to say
bewilderment, in the thought of 2,000 infidel voices
being lifted up in the Turkish language to the praise
and honour of the Commander of the Faithful ;
acquiring their Turkish not by grammar and diction-
ary, but as it were by inspiration. Whether the
Sultan understood a word of the ode by hearing it
may well be doubted, to judge by the transcription
into Roman characters, for that is a thing over which
to cry and wring the hands; but he had at all events
the original text in Arabic characters to refer to and
understand by eye when his eurs were puzzled. That
text is creditably printed, with one misprint only.
The ode itself is a very creditable performance as
Oriental odes go, and it is all the more creditable
as being the work not of a Turk, but of a Greek;
for such we take its author, Zaphiraki Effendi, to be
by his name. The English version, of course, is not
literal, but a pretty free paraphrase; near enough
however, to convey the general meaning of each
stanza. It should be observed, at the same time,
that it exactly reproduces the trochaic tetrameter in
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what he said and felt during the whole ten days he
was among us. Yet the associations of a Sultan, to
say the very least, are decidedly provocative of gosaip ;
so that, even if we have not got any authentic anec-
dotes about him, one might naturally expect a little
more activity on the part of our mythological faculty,
and some little show of spurious stories doing duty for
the real anecdotes. Think of eighty rank polygamists
by profession sojourning ten days among us, and not
being credited with the faintest shadow of flirtation.
We believe the reason to be that the voice of gossip
has been hushed, or afraid to risk prompt and peremp-
tory contradiction in the presence of so manifest and
obtrusive a fact as the utter absence of anything like
a common language between our guests and ourselves.
Where such language or means of communication
existed, it was carefully economised, and used for
ceremonial purposes only. The Sultan passed all
his ten days, and more than he liked of his ten
nights, in one unceasing round of ceremony, all
new, strange, and somewhat fatiguing to him; and
he bore it all with the most admirable resignation,
not to say good-humour and real sympathy. The
poor man was much in the position of one tied in
front of a wheelbarrow and trundled along from
behind, willy-nilly ; of course he had no breathing
time, and could not possibly stop and think, or talk
and ask for the explanation of the nature of things.
Moreover, in a palace hermetically sealed to the pro-
fane and uncourtly, who might have been led to seek
homely Oriental speech and intercourse with him or
his, and under the strict sway of courtly and lordly
masters of ceremony, whom the Turks considered
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may be the mythological representation of the Sultan's
real feelings. It may also be nothing of the sort,
but merely the reflection of a French gossip’s own
mind. Anyhow, it is positively the one single story
which ever came to us from Paris, purporting to
illustrate the Sultan’s impressions of Europe.

The only things approaching to anecdotes of the
Sultan in England which we have been able to come
across show that he has formed no bad estimate of
our distinctive English ways and character. There
is no doubt that he had been already duly warned
and made well aware by Fuad Pasha that the differ-
ence between England and France lay in the fact of
everything in the one country being done by the
Government for the people, while everything in Eng-
land springs from the free, spontaneous life of the
people itself. But none the less was he struck and
touched when he realised this by his outward senses.
He wuas delighted and gratified to the last degree
with everything done for him here, but nothing made
such an impression upon him as the cheers of the
people. ¢Look there,” he said, on the first day of
his visit, turning towards a young street ragamuffin
in the Strand, cheering and hurraying with all his
might, ¢ guenrdunmu, do you see, that little fellow is
80 lively because he feels that I am paying him a
personal visit, fumiliajeh, as it were, in his own
family.” He never ceased reverting to the welcome
given him by the people, and we are very much
ufraid that he left us with the terrible misconception
in his mind that that welcome expressed a complete
personal and an intelligent political sympathy on the
part of each cheering and hurraying man. It will be
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'
The first impression which he left on the mind of
those who had an opportunity, through communics-
tion in his own language, of witnessing his perfect
clearness of understanding in at once seizxing the
various points of a statement, and his entire com-
mand of language in extempore speaking—such an
opportunity as the Turkish-speaking Orientalists had
who went with the Asiatic Society’s deputation—was
one of regret that he was not the parliamentary
under-secretary of some department or other, 0
admirably and warily would he have delivered his
ministerial replies and statements. Indeed it is a
melancholy matter to reflect in all seriousness, on the
dreadful waste of thirty whole years of an excellent
capacity and a naturally noble character, thirty years
of sheer nihilism, shut out as he was from the light
of day during all his brother’s reign, and wholly cat
off from the facts and the work of the world—a death
in life. His son will be spared this: but he is a con-
fident man who will venture to say that, in the pre-
sent state and temper of Europe, it is not too late
for any Turkish ruler to right himself by any means
whatsoever. The twelfth hour is on the point of
striking, and the Russian night is at hand, shut it
out as we may, and let the Turks do what they may.






276 Occasional Noles on

of thirty years ago. It is hard to see how a traveller
who came to grief here could be rescued, for Greece
is in theory a civilised and Christian country, and
probably would be supported in her defiance, if any
attempt were made to put the screw upon her. But
Pashas only exist by sufferance, and the screw would
promptly and properly be brought to bear on them if
any harm befell a sportsman in Albania, or tourist in
Thessaly ; the consequence of which is that sportsmen
and tourists do not come to grief on the Turkish side.
After all, upon the frontier there is little worse than
sheep-stealing, for the country is perfectly wild and
barbarous, and there is hardly anybody to kidnap.
‘What the convention wholly fails to touch is the real
evil of Greece —organised brigandage in Attica and
south of the Isthmus. But how can an Athenian
minister be sincere in his desire to suppress brigan-
dage when it may be the weight of his own clan of
brigands which has made him a minister? Such a
man as the late Theodore Grivas, like a MacCallum
More of three hundred years ago, simply wielded
power because it was a far cry to his Lochow over
against Santa Maura. If people would but dust the
classical cobwebs out of their heads, and take the
unsettled and predatory mountaineers of Northern
Greece for what they really are—Albanians, who
speak Greek together with, or instead of, their own
language—they might reconcile themselves to the
apparent sacrilege of anybody coercing a ¢ classical’
population. Till such coercion takes place Greece
will never improve. But such coercion must come
from within, and not from without, and it must be
the work of the nation itself, or of its own ruler,
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Yet we of to-day are surely as near, to say the lesst,
both in thought and in speech, to those who under-
stood and enjoyed Beowulf as the modern Greeks are
to their forefuthers who understood and enjoyed the
Ilind by nature, and not as a school task and with
effort. This, had we time and space, we could de-
monstrate from the opening lines of either the old
English or the Greek poem word by word, as regards
speech at least. But we hope that what we have
guid will serve to give our readers some idea of the
stupendous absurdity, ineffable and inconceivable, of
onr great novelist’s illustrious Homeric sentence in
an officinl despatch, when seen from a truly modern
Greek or o well-wishing realitd’s point of view.

March 17, 1868.

Draco, and Euripides, and Xenos, and Govanoff.*
It is o strange company, judging by the names ; and
is only surpassed by the immortal association of the
(iroves of Blarney—* bould Naptune, Vanus, and
Nicodaymus.” But it is impossible to find a better
or more comprehensive epitome of the whole of
Greek lhistory, from something or other B.c. flown
to 2,000 A.p., than such as may be B'y'mbohca.l].y
afforded us by these four names. .There is the_ semi-
mythic age of the austere la..wglver, there m the
culminating glory of classical ht.era.ture, there is the
obtrusive stranger, and there is the final seal of
ultimate politicul destiny set 111.)011 the ?vhole l3y the
authoritative Russian patronymic. While taking so

® In Re* Anglo-Greek Steam Navigation Co. ; see ‘ Times, March 18,
1866.
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that King George has deferred his journey into the
provinces, owing to the probability of war. It is
not very easy to say how the war can affect his king-
dom for some time to come, whatever effect the com-
mencement of active naval hostilities in the Adriatie
between Italy and Austria may have upon the com-
merce of his subjects, who have large interests at
stake in the port of Trieste. Noris he very likely
to attempt any irresponsible fillibustering in the di-
rection of Thessaly just at present, after the fashion
of his predecessor, Otho, if only for prudence sake.
The great historian whose letters appear at rare in-
tervals in the columns of a daily contemporary as its
own correspondence from Athens, told us last year,
with reference to a contemplated movement of this
kind, such as is always in the hearts and on the lips
of the noisy and thoughtless coffee-house politicians
of Athens, that the military resources of the Pasha
of Larissa alone would be more than sufficient to
meet it. King George's advisers must be supposed
to know this well enough, however little the coffee-
house politicians may stop to think of it. He is not
likely to undertake anything of the kind without
an organised combination, and unless the Turkish
Government is fully occupied elsewhere. Yet Europe
has to be familiarised with the apprehension of such
a movement; and thence the origin of last week’s
Athenian telegram to the effect that it was not true
that preparations were being made for an outbreak
in Thessaly. Nobody ever said that there were any
such preparations—at least, beyond the usual idle
rumours which systematically recur and float about
here every spring, when the long Lenten fast is over,
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any one member and any other member of any Greek
Ministry, nor does it matter whether Rufos is up and
Bulgaris down, or the contrary, so far as the interests
of the Greek people, whether domestic or foreign,
are at all concerned. To be sure, M. Artemis is
Minister of War, and we have missed his name in
the telegrams for eighteen months at least. The M.
for Monsieur does not look very classical, but for all
that the name is one of pleasant association, and
tickles us on the side of classical fancy. One would
expect M. Artemis to have had the woods and forests
more naturally, or at least to have been master of the
Buckhounds. As for the rest, we do not care about
them, and have already said our say about their half
Turkish or wholly Turkish names. But we should
like to know how they manage about their salaries,
if they are always turning in and out of office in this
way for fractions of months or weeks. The whole
male population of the country, at this rate, must
consist either of Ministers, or of clerks hard at work
calculating the salaries of Ministers according to the
four processes of arithmetic. Mr. Finlay will tell us
all about it in the process of time, if there should
happen to be anything in the new combination. But
who will make the public understand that Mr. Finlay
is Mr. Finlay, and differs in kind from the ruck of
clever literary people who act as ¢ own correspondents’
for all the different papers, by reason of possessing
thorough previous knowledge of his subject, and the
faculty of sound criticism wherewith to digest his
knowledge ?
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Levant. The splendid harbour of Suda, in Crete, or
Murmorice Bay, where we wintered in 1840, or either
harbour of Mitylene, unsuited though they be for
sailing vessels, would be eligible enough for their
purpose. But it must be remembered that this story
is of old recurrence in the Levant, and moves in a
cycle. During the Pacifico business it took the form
of an intention to purchase Syra of the Greek Govern-
ment to enable it to meet the claims made upon it.
And it must now be taken in connection with the
Cretan appeal to the Washington Government—an
appeal as likely to have originated spontaneously
with nutive Cretans, as an appeal to the Maharajah
of Cashmere—as indicating a strong interest on the
part of those who may be seeking to throw the
Levant into profitable disorder, to introduce the new
solvent of American ideas and direct intercourse
with America, among a restless people, strongly
republican by instinct, hitherto accustomed to see
only the reflection of pacific English ideas, in the
diplomatic or missionary action of Americans in the
Eust. But it is certain that America, unless pre-
pared for downright usurpation and dominance, can
never be more than a cat’s paw in the Levant.

‘CPPER EPIRUS.”
September 21, 1866.

The factitious modern-antique revivalism of ancient
local and personal names in which modern Greeks of
the last generation or two have been so recklessly
indulging, though not reprehensible in itself alto-
gether and as a matter of principle, nor open to
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content to put up with unrealities from the other side
of the Adriatic, it would seem; many of us, indeed,
preferring them to realitiecs. What and where is
that ¢ Upper Epirus’ in which we are told, in the
most unauthentic way conceivable, that an action has
taken place between certain insurgents and certain
Turkish troops? Who calls any place Upper Epirus
in his own language, who understands anything when
he hears the term, and what is it which he does
understand? The word is not a vernacular term for
anything upon the face of the earth. It is merely an
Athenian journalist’s pedantic and would-be fine way
of expressing some part of Albania under the Turkish
rule. The word is as perfectly unprecise and indefi-
nite as it is possible for a word to be, and corresponds
to nothing which actually exists. It is so far good
that it does actually express the utter indefiniteness
and unpreciseness of idea in the mind of the speaker
who uses it. It coincides with nothing capable either
of geographical or political definition ; nor will it do
so until such time as it is adopted by the successors
of the present masters of the country to denote an
administrative division within certain limits. The
word is not the equivalent of Albania, for Upper
Albania would mean a country on the Slavonic
border, five hundred miles away from Athens. It
forms an excellent contrast with the revived term of
Thessaly, generally coupled with it. This is no more
a vernacular word than Epirus. But it expresses a
reality, and one standing in much need of an ex-
pression. It is contained within the most definite
geographical limits, and its use tends to avoid instead
of creating confusion. There can be no doubt of its
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which he may fairly be said to be the highest and
most impartial living authority.

As for the third matter, we must even resign our-
selves to telegraphic blunders of the first magnitude
until the second coming of Hercules. It is no use
cutting off the head of the blunder, as we tried to do
of this particular one some ten days ago, for two
more grow again next day. Somebody must stand
by with the searing-irom, to clap it hot and hissing
on the stump when the Hydra’s head is fairly off.
This can only be done by establishing a special
journal ad hoc, to be written in the driest of lights and
the coldest of bloods, and to be called ¢ The Chronicle
of Current Error.” This is the age of new specula-
tions in journals and magazines, stocked with little
but views and notions. Our suggestion, invidious as
it looks, at all events would deal in facts, and would
have the public advantage and information as its
primary object. It is dreadful to think, that at this
moment in London there are hundreds, perhaps
thousands, of human beings, each with views upon
the Eastern and all other questions, each ready to sit
down at a moment’s notice and turn you off the most
excruciatingly clever article about giving away Con-
stantinople to somebody, regenerating Greece, and
the like matters, all radiant with the most beautiful
surface-play of classical allusion, when perhaps not a
score of their number will be able to tell you how
many islands there are in the classical Gulf of
Greece, the one water-way to the most famous of its
cities, or will have the remotest idea whether its
shores belong to Turkey or to Greece. Of course, a
paper of this kind would have to take Messrs. Tom
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brigands, in a fit of remorse and virtue, saying that
they considered it a crime before God to deprive a
statesman like his Grace of the means of keeping up
his influence in Totnes, and demanding five times
as little ransom accordingly. However, the Greek
brigands had revenge to gratify, it would seem;
and they chose a Minister in preference to anybody
else, because Ministers are in the habit of decoying
Palikars to Athens, and cutting off their heads every
day. We were not aware of this; but, if true, it is
the best news which has reached us from Greece for
many a day, and really gives reason to hope for the
future of that country. But to think that there are
people in the West who actually consider About's
incomparable ¢ Roi des Montagnes’ a caricature !

November 29, 1866.

The last Constantinople telegram informs us that
Mudar Pasha, the Governor of Albania, has been
removed from his post in consequence of the con-
flict > between the Turks and the Christians. There
is no such a name in the Turkish language as Mudar.
There is no such person a8 a Governor of Albania.
Albania is a geographical or ethnological expression,
not a single administrative division—unless it has
been constituted one quite lately. Nor has any
conflict whatever between Turks and Christians been
reported from that quarter since the mythical colli-
sion in Upper Epirus which came round by way of
Athens some months ago. Such collisions, however,
have long been at a premium; and if this or any
other one had really occurred, it is pretty certain that
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Catholic Albanians, and consequently in the northem
portion of the country—which has always hitherto
been not only un-Greek, but even anti-Greek in its
feelings, in so far as cognisant in any way of so dis-
tant a population as the Greeks—that this agitation
prevails. Whatever its cause may be, it is clear that
it can have nothing to do with Hellenic sympathies
roused at length to action by the still lingering
Cretan insurrection. But it may become a very
serious business for the Porte if not set right before
spring. For the present, irregular mountain warfare
in the eastern peninsula need not be looked for in
December. With regard to the word ¢ agitation,’
which has been of almost weekly recurrence this
summer and autumn in reports from European
Turkey, it is well worth while to remark that it is of
no practical value as it stands, unless accompanied
with a precise interpretation. It may mean the pre-
liminary stage of a contemplated insurrection, and
it may mean nothing more than the stage of ideal
aspiration. Wherever any two or three Greek
Christians are gathered together in Turkey, there,
for certain, will be the interchange of ideal aspira-
tions. So it may be said that whenever two or three
Catholic Christians are gathered together in Munster,
there will be told the same tale of hopes and griev-
ances in far more glowing and picturesque language.
This may fairly be called agitation, and may be
supposed to portend an immediate outbreak by an
over-eager or inexperienced critic. But it belongs
to the ideal world alone, and is very far from neces-
sarily leading to political action then and there. It
must do so sooner or later, but only under certain
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body except those who believe in everything printed
in big type, whether or no; but it happens to have
proved exceedingly mischievous as well as silly, and
it cannot be let pass in silence. It was published
in Paris as well as London ; and many Frenchmen,
assuming; the truth of a statement which chimes in
with their preconceived notions of our incurable
English trickiness and fore-reaching ways, are asking
one another what on earth we are driving at in
Greece. They are said to be saying, with a perverse-
ness which is too serious a matter to be taken as
merely amusing, that we have found out at last that
we can compass our own selfish ends in the East
without Turkey, and that, therefore, we are abandon-
ing Turkey and making up to Greece. If we are, all
we can say is, that the English and the French Foreign
Offices have been fencing after the same fashion as
Hamlet and Laértes. The weapons have changed
hands somehow ; if we have got hold of Greece, they
seem assuredly to have got hold of Turkey. Would
it not be simpler and easier for these alleged French
critics of ours, whom we believe to be neither nume-
rous, influential, nor intelligent, to see that the story
is simply the normal untruth, or rather myth, of the
Athenian correspondent of the Vienna papers, writing
random gossip, coloured, or bodily created, by his
own feelings, and possibly without any idea of being
taken up telegraphically ? Our selfish ends, indeed !
The French Government, at least, must know well
enough by this time, that the first thing we should
do with even the biggest and finest and fattest of
Greek islands, if we had such a thing, would be to
give it away at once, and thank heaven we were rid
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outrages. ‘Except in Sicily,” he writes, I never
beheld such cowardly savage ruffians, male or fe-
male.” Mr. Finlay’s report of the affair has been
drawn up with great care and circamspection, and he
is evidently unwilling to investigate the whole horror
in detail, or estimate the actual number of the vie-
tims who were beaten to death or forced back into
the sea and drowned. He contents himself with
guoting a ministerial journal’s laudation of the mag-
nanimity of the Athenians in the transaction, and
its admission that two or three had certainly been
murdered. Our information states that a small batch
which landed was literally stoned to death, and that
an attack was subsequently made on a larger body
which had landed outside the harbour, the mob,
in some instances, beating their brains out, and
in others driving them into the sea. Mr. Finlay’s
letter is of the 24th, while our information is of the
22nd, and we may therefore hope that his statement
that all those who were driven into the sea were
picked up by French ships was true. The proof that
this frenzy was artificially kindled, as it were, by the
friction of heated mind against heated mind, is to be
found in the fact that the first batch of volunteers
who attempted to land was allowed to pass without
notice, each man slinking away in quiet to his own
place. Patriotism never showed a more devilish side
than on this occasion, if this be patriotism. We
believe that the very sight of the hated Turkish fri-
gates, and the association of the unfortunate famished
volunteers with those loathsome objects, were enough
to exasperate a populace dwelling and brooding over
it, and that the intolerable burden of obligation, and
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towards which our dislike happens at that moment
to be determined by greater events occurring else-
where. For our own part, we are not without
sympathy for the Greek Klepht on the Turkish side
of the frontier, for he is a free, roving, robust,
picturesque, oxygenated sort of thief, who is not
above talking the tongue he learnt from his mother,
and is honest enough to call it Romaic.

Things are otherwise disposed this year, however.
The Klepht is wanted by the diplomatists of the
West for the purpose of promoting the cause of
civilisation and Christianity in the East, in the name
of freedom, patriotism, and other public virtues;
just as he was wanted in 1854 by the Emperor of the
North for orthodoxy. Amn insurrection in Thessaly
iz wanted, and if it does not exist and the obstinate
Thessalians will persist in sitting still; it must be
made to exist, and they must be roused by active
treatment. Accordingly, the Klepht has got his
work cut out for him this spring. He is to invade,
kill, sink, burn, and destroy all persons, goods, and
property that he finds on the Turkish side of the
frontier that he happens to stand in need of, or that
“he cannot make available for his hallowed purpose.
He is authorised to do this from the territory of a
State at profound peace with Turkey, and that has
of late been treated with the utmost forbearance by
Turkey, at the direct instigation, and with the open
connivance, of the Government of that State. The
war and tumult thus created from without is to be
known and honoured by the style and title of a
native Thessalian Christian uprising aguinst the
tyranny of barbarous oppressors, joined from without
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m~5t, and it i3 now on It prthward march toend
the sast crast of Thessaly. in the btwroadest BEgit o
daz. - has bewn underguing the greazest hardship
from the dreadfal poverty of the countrs and the
eonsquent lack of food. One of its officers has
thers:for: actually written a cool letzer to tell hi

talian countrymen at home not to join until the
in-urre-tion has actually broken out, forgetting that
the: le<rion i3 only there in order to force insurrection
into existence and compel it to break out.

The: un-at emperors and kings have thus decided
that there is to be an insurrection in order that they
may have the credit of bringing about the annexation
of The--saly and South Albania to the Greek kinzdom.
They cannot, or will not, force the Greek Guvern-
ment to keep within the limits of order. and acconl-
inely they have made up their minds to outvie each
other in hounding it on Turkey. or in secretly en-
courazing it in the path of aggressicn and disorder.
They are therefore outbidding each other for its
gol graces.  France urges the autonomy of Crete:

Masia trumps her by urging the annexation of
Crete. As the insurrection about to break forth is
therefore predetermined to be a spontaneous morve
for liberty, there is no use in saying it is nothing of
the kind.  Those who do not like the stream will do
hetter to get out of the stream than to swim against
it. For those who still care for facts, however, it may
not. be superfluous to observe that, as a matter of
suthenticated and demonstrable fact, the orderly,
thriving, and peaceable agricultural population of
Thessaly look with horror and repugnance upon the
prospeet of a noxicus brood of liberators being let
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March 9, 1867.

The Marseilles telegram, which has just informe
us of the resolution of the Turkish Government t
agree formally to such concessions to Servia as of lat
have been the subject of so much negotiation on th
part of the Western Powers, is not trustworthy, an
must be received with caution. An announcement ¢
this extreme importance, which amounts to neithe
more nor less than the surrender by Turkey of a
imperial position of the utmost strategical value
without apparently receiving any sort or shape of gua
rantee or equivalent, is exceedingly unlikely to hav
come to us first by way of Marseilles. We shoul
surcely have heard of it by way of some one of th
great diplomatic capitals of Europe—Paris, or Berlin
or Vienna. They would have telegraphed it fron
Constantinople to one of those cities, not to Mar
seilles, while they were about it. It is highly pro
bable that the news is simply sea-borne, and writte:
from Constantinople to Marseilles by the regula
weekly French steamer; and in that case it woul
merely tell us what people were saying at Constanti
nople some eight or nine days ago. Were it reall
true, we should have heard of it long ago betwee:
then and now. Moreover, it is in very bad tele
graphic company, such as tends to cast further sus
picion on its truth. It isassociated with another iten
of intelligence, reporting that it was rumoured a
Constantinople that a ¢sanguinary engagement’ ha
taken place between the Turks and the insurgent
on the plain of Orta, in Thessaly, in which the latte
hil come off victorious. Now it may be assumed fo
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gotten the shameless and disgraceful incursions of
1854. What is left vague here is the question
whether these two bodies belonged to the force which
was broken up in the alleged action near Volo, or
formed an independent band. Rendina is in the
mountains, just on the central part of the frontier
line, far away from Volo, with which it has nothing
whatever to do. It is probable that the action was
fought in that immediate neighbourhood, and that
‘near Volo’ is merely a loose Austrian way of indi-
cating the spot by a general reference to the nearest
Austrian Lloyd’s agency. Volo is an important town,
and an action in its vicinity would betoken a very
serious and matured insurrection, had it taken place.
In the third encounter 900 ¢insurgents’ laid down
their arms near the convent of Panagia. One would
like to know where that is; but as it stands it is like
saying the church of St. Mary’s in London. ¢ The
success of the Turkish troops,’ concludes the Vienna
paper, ¢ has frustrated the attempts of the insurgents
(#ic) to attack the whole line of the Thessalian fron-
tier.” If the insurgents really be insurgents, why
should they attack the whole Thessalian frontier line,
unless they wish bodily to get away from Thessaly ?
American Fenians who seek to invade Canada are
not usually called Canadian insurgents, we think.
Nothing, indeed, can be more instructive than this
unconscious admission that the Thessalian insurrec-
tion is wholly conducted upon the Greek side of the
frontier, and is nothing but a deliberate and lawless
filibustering invasion from without, at which Europe
has made up its mind to connive. Moreover, the con-
duct of the Christians of Rendina must be accepted
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near the village was expected to hold out, but it was
found to be untenable when the Albanians crowned
the heights commanding it. Since then there has
been no more stir in Epirus at least; and the dis-
affected or suspected districts are under military
occupation. The revolted districts on the Turkish
side—in which, as the invaders were recruited by
local Klephtic bands, the insurrection might so far
have been called, if not exactly Hellenic, at least a
genuine one—were Radoritzi, inhabited by Albanians,
and the Agrafa mountains, inhabited by Albanians
mingled with Vlakhs, the nomad shepherds of
Rouman race scattered all over northern Greece. In
this second district these two races are the boldest
and most incorrigible robbers of all these parts.
¢ Knowing what they are,” says our informant, ¢one
cannot but smile at the virtuous pleadings for law,
order, and just government put forth in the procla-
mation attributed to them.” ¢TI never for a moment
thought the movement would extend beyond the
corner in which it broke out. The local government
was of the same opinion, for it stripped nearly all the
northern parts of the province of troops and Mussul-
mans for service in the south, thus offering an oppor-
tunity for action elsewhere, if there was a readiness
to seize it. An unusual tranquillity reigns through
these parts; but the Government, as if foreseeing
something, is forming large depdts of arms, ammuni-
tion, and provisions on various points of the pro-
vince.” In the meantime, the resources of Turkey,
both in men and money, are becoming rapidly ex-
hausted by so incessant a strain as the wear and tear
of threatened and fomented revolt or of actual insur-
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affirming the Orta tale to be a plain and unre
deemed falsehood altogether. The story, as Mr
Finlay rightly says, went the round of all the
papers, to which no objection need be taken ; butit
also formed the subject of brief comment, and the
basis of conclusion in quarters which might have been
expected to let it alone, if not on the strength of our
warning, at least by reason of the patent and glaring
fact that no telegraphic news has ever yet been de-
spatched from anywhere about Thessaly which has
failed either to falsify itself by its surface blunder-
ing, or to be declared false by time. It is therefore
with some satisfaction that we observe Mr. Finlay,
in his last letter from Athens, adducing this par-
ticular case as a typical specimen of a hundred
similar tales which appear every day in the Athe-
nian newspapers, because the Athenian reading
public want to be told of Thessalian insurgents and
their victories. Mr. Finlay says the whole affair was
a fubrication, and that there was no such engage-
ment. If we might venture to differ from so great
an authority, we should say, in the absence of special
knowledge to the contrary, that, wholly false as it is
in its present form, it began as a myth rather than
as an actual fabrication or downright and deliberate
falschood : and if we could but trace the way by
which it travelled from the honestly barbarous Klepht
on the frontier to the hot-headed journalist in his
office, we should have an excellent illustration of the
process of mythology and of history-making during
the stone, bronze, and early iron periods of mankind.
The Orta story, we should add, is among the earliest
of those which came to us by the roundabout way
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London, an address which seems too brief, and mut
be unfuir to the postman ; but that is his look-out
We join with Mr. Cartwright in the wish that some
member may put the question to Lord Stanley, as
desired ; at the same time that we see no occasion
for his being of necessity a professing Liberal in his
political faith. If the condition of liberalism be
insisted upon, as well as the morological and Phil-
hellenic conditions of mind necessary to such a ques-
tion, there is but one man in the House who can put
it. It can only be coupled with the name of Darby
Griffith. Otherwise, a mere professing Tory like Mr.
Baillie Cochrane would do just as well. We have no
doubt that Mr. Cartwright has been told by corre-
spondents in Greece or elsewhere, that a message to
the above effect has been sent home by Mr. Erskine,
but we differ' from him when he thinks that the
circumstance gives reason for believing any such
message to have been actually sent. Perhaps some
sort of message was sent which leaked out along the
telegraphic wires somewhere on the road, and was
damaged in the wiping up. Anyhow, it is useful for
the public to know if its servant Mr. Erskine, who
should be a shrewd Scotchman by his name, is in the
habit of counting chickens before they are hatched.
Assuming Omar Pasha'’s blow to have been a final
one, and that its result has been correctly stated,
Mr. Cartwright begins by saying that a few more
gsuch blows will do for ¢the Turk,’ and he therefore
exultingly hails the time now fast coming when ¢ the
Turk’ aforesaid will have to take up his tent, his
minaret, and his harem, and leave the shores of
Europe. 'We have always hoped for the opportunity
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be M. Messinezis. He may be good genealogically,
as indicating a Sicilian descent; but we doubt
whether he or any of the others is good for much
in politics. M. Sachturis, the genuineness of whoee
name seems to have been doubted by a contempo-
rary, is at least distinguished by that, if by nothing
else, for it is the name of one of the chief naval
leaders of the revolutionary struggle—a Hydriot
captain. It may be fortunate for Turkey, but it is
certainly most unfortunate for Greece, that the new
Ministry does not contain the name of M. Deliyorghis,
the only public man in Greece who, whatever may be
his capacity, at least combines uprightness of cha-
racter with the conviction that Greece can only be
great after and by means of thorough internal reform,
yet without at the same time advocating, as we are
told, any change of policy towards Turkey, or relax-
ing a single effort to break up that country by open
or secret hostility. Views like these should command
the support of every man in the country, one would
think. But internal reform and improvement seems
so distasteful to the public men of the Greek kingdom,
that they even turn away from the only candidate for
the premiership who, if they accepted him, would
be at all likely to succeed in breaking up Turkey
for them ; who might force the hands of European
statesmen, and compel them to support Greece by
depriving them once for all of the power of retorting
upon Greece that she is internally a worse-governed
country than Turkey. Many see that; but from
seeing it to acting upon it is a long and a hard step.
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to fortune. Abroad, their activity directs itself into
profitable channels; at home, it all runs to waste or
worse. The fact is, the Greeks as a nation are too
clever by half, and with a cleverness that is closely
allied to insanity. When their lot is cast amonga
practical people and ballasted with money bags, they
are more brilliantly successful than Scotchmen, be-
cause, in addition to their shrewdness, they have the
genius that knows how to venture; but there would
gseem to be something in the atmosphere of Greece
that blinds its people alike as individuals and asa
nation to the main chance. They go stumbling on,
their eyes fixed on a deluding mirage, the creature
of their diseased fancy. They live in the past and
in the future, content to starve in the present. Like
many weak men, they are eaten up by an overween-
ing pride of birth, and skipping an infinity of genera-
tions of more than apocryphal descent, they found
superb pretensions on the deeds and glories of an am-
biguous ancestry. A people with a gleam of common
sense, or with the smallest idea of the ludicrous, would
shrink from inviting the comparison, even were each
link of the pedigree proved to demonstration. To
descend from Pericles to Bulgares is like coming down
from the Parthenon to a café in Eolus Street. But with
the portion of the old blood that runs in the veins of
the modern Greek, he has inherited the old love of
fable; and as the history he claims for his country is
a myth, so the future he desires for her is a dream.
‘We noticed the other day Mr. Arnold’s letters from
the Levant, which give us the latest intelligence from
the East. As we remarked then, Mr. Arnold is
candour iteelf, and his testimony, moreover, may be
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the benevolent desires of the Great Powers to diffuse
these advantages. We really believe that the Greeks
have so long assumed among themselves as an uwn-
questionable fact that their Greece is the Greece of
2,500 years ago, while all the rest of the world are
barbarians, that they have come honestly to think so.
To no other possible theory can we attribute the
wild language held by the responsible politicians of
Athens and the semi-official journals. Any stranger
who touches at the Pireeus guesses at the truth at once.
We gather from the writings of every intelligent
foreigner resident in the country—the late Sir Thomas
Wyse or Mr. Finlay, for instance—that no nation
with so much in its favour has ever failed more
lamentably. The independence of modern Greece
was guaranteed and her treasury subsidised. Her
people could bring to her administration the talents
that did them such good service abroad, and, allow-
ing an ample margin for mistakes, her future seemed
assured. Her fertility was so great, her seaboard
so extensive, her natural advantages generally so nu-
merous, that capital ought almost to have multiplied
spontaneously, and the circle of improvements ex-
tended itself involuntarily—witness Patras, where
the impetus given by the local currant trade shows
what a little energy might have done elsewhere. As
it is, instead of progressing, in many things they
have lost ground. Emancipated and created a Power
on their own account, their start reminds one of
the old proverb about beggars on horseback. They
planned everything on a scale so much out of keep-
ing with their means as to ensure failure beforehand.
Local authority, for instance, stirred itself to make a
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her stepping-stone to Asia and Russia. The nation
is simply mad ; and it is intolerable that the peace of
Europe should be left to its mercy. We have done
our part, we are constrained to confess, towards
fooling it to the top of its bent. Every one feels or
professes a sentimental affection for it, and it is doubt-
less more their misfortune than their fault that the
Greeks have been spoiled for self-government. They
have some excellent qualities, and no one desires that
they should be disturbed in the personal exercise of
their freedom so long as they do not interfere with
their neighbours. But we must earnestly protest
against encouraging them in the delusion that their
feebleness absolves them from all moral responsibili-
ties, or against encouraging them in the hope that
they will be suffered to try indiscriminately abroad
the experiment they have utterly failed in at home.
They are condemned out of their own mouths. Who
ever heard of a Greek millionnaire from England,
Turkey, or Syria, returning to settle himself and to
invest his capital under his native institutions? It
seems absurd that Europe should be disturbed by
the pretensions of a Government which the best and
most enlightened of the nation tacitly but eloquently
disapprove. At last the Greeks, in a fresh access
of insanity, have exchanged their crafty underhand
game for a foolishly open one. When they have
raised the question so palpably themselves, it is but
just that we should weigh their claims to the empire
of the East.
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and familiar with natural spoken Greek. 8o longus
an Athenian Greek makes it a point of honour t
write in a factitious language which is neither his own
nor anybody else’s, so long will the very good facul-
ties he possesses be depraved and stunted in growth.
While we go on assuming an expansive genius on
the part of the Neo-Hellenic Greek, so vigorous and
penetrating as to be ultimately destined to mould
the whole Christian East into his shape and image,
the actual phenomenon presented by the facts of the
case which has to be accounted for is really why he
should not have as yet produced anything which can
be called a work of genius even by courtesy. Why,
with so much feverish mental activity, has nothing
better been the result than a cataclysm of leading
articles in a sham lingo written in glorification of
‘regenerate’ Greece? With due allowance for other
causes, I would assign the chief cause of the mischief
wrought on extra-Hellenic Greece, and on the whole
Levant, by the little kingdom, to its wilfully denying
and paralysing its true Romaic self by its absurd
pretensions of a direct regeneration of ancient Hellas,
and to the foolish and mischievous indulgence granted
to those pretensions by well-meaning Philhellenes.
The modern kingdom of Greece, and its boasted
educational system, is simply an efficient and well-
organised machinery for turning good Romaic
Greeks, earning liberty by patient work, into spu-
rious Hellenic Greeks, incapacitated by that very
system from rendering any service of good citizen-
ship to any State. It is a modern bed of Procrustes,
reducing all Greeks to the same level average of
dreary sterile cleverness. The Greeks of the king-
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that, through this resuscitation of spurious Hellenism
breaking off with the old natural Romaic traditions
and feelings of the Empire, the Neo-Hellenic Greeks
have debarred themselves from all possibility of
bringing any influence other than brute filibustering
or despotic ascendancy to bear upon the other Chris-
tian races of the eastern peninsula. It was as
Romans of the Byzantine Empire, as the source and
centre of orthodox Christianity, that they acquired
and maintained their influence in the Slavonic and
Albanian regions. We now see that, even as ortho-
dox Romans, the Slavonic races are casting them off,
under the sentiment of their own rising nationalities.
It will hardly be maintained, even by the most
ardent Philhellene, that what they have lost as
‘Pwuaioc they are going to regain through their
presumed splendid and sympathetic intellects as
Hellenes. Philhellenism, eo nomine, has worked
mischief enough, irreparable I fear, by fostering a
parasitic brood of politicians in Greece at the expense
of the national industry, and by handing over to
them blindly the destinies of the whole race. I do
not know how it is to be stopped, so long as you
cannot make Philhellenism penal. I should like
myself to set a premium on every Greek of the king-
dom who can show himself never to have written a
word on paper, except in his native unregenerate
Romaic, and to have lived till fifty without drawing

a penny from the State.
PrILO-ROMAIOS.
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here and there between the citizens of the Greek
State, whom it is proposed to expel, and the native
Greek Rayas of Turkey, who are of Greek descent
and speech, whom nobody has ever dreamt of expell-
ing. As individuals, the two may often pass off one
for the other; as classes, they should not be allowed
to stand 2 momert longer in any risk of political
confusion and misunderstanding. To determine the
exact mutual relations, to assess the exact amount
of political solidarity and bond fide sympathy, between
the Raya Greeks of Turkey and the Hellene Greeks
of the kingdom, is, in our opinion, quite the most
important component problem of the whole aggregate
Eastern Question, which calls for particular treatment
us a groundwork of sound political opinion. When
treated in current writing, by implication, we see it
usually settled off-hand, as a matter of course, by
peremptory generalities, usually taking the form of
metaphors ; but really, in point of fact, nobody ever
sees, as a general rule, that there is such a problem,
for are not all Greeks one, and at one? Nay, more
even; are there not sixteen millions of Greeks in
Turkey, all of them destined by their spiritual Grecity
to dress by the Greck fugleman as the world goes
on? There certainly were in the days before the
Crimean war, at all events. The only parallel to
this queer jumble of discrepant usage with which we
are wont to employ the word ¢ Greek’ is to be found
in the word ¢ Roman,’ a word which, one way or the
other, has come to comprehend nearly everything
under the sun as u legitimate predication. Irishmen,
Ottoman Turks, gypsies, Christians at large, Moldo-
Wallachians, Swiss of the Grisons—each and all of
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domination will never do, and would be more offen-
sive than Turkish—the offensiveness of which in
these latter days, tradition apart, is a factitious as
much as a real sense, cherished from without as much
as from within. The rulers must be metaphysicians,
versed in the analysis of human motives, and ther
must be humourists, more inclined to laugh at shuffles
and tricks than to be angry, and they must know
exactly where and how to use the rod. My own
docket of the Greeks is simply this: they will never
do any good as they now are. But they will alwaws
find an excuse for not doing any good, and that
excuse will always find either a majority or an in-
fluential minority in the West to accept it with
predetermined good faith, not because it is valid, but
beeause it is Greek.  Such being the case, the modem
European Philhellene is necessarily a main cause of
the demoralisation of Greece.

On one account, I am sorry that you do not know
modern Greek. Not, of course, that it would be of
the remotest use to you in transacting current busi-
ness—such as yours—or in anything but talking
frecly with peasants, sailors, women, and children;
aud for that matter, the Greek you would acquire
from teaching would be of little more use than so
much Hebrew in talking with Greeks in a state of
nature, who speak in the same language as they
think. But the literature it contains is utterly
cmpty, being merely the echo of European standard
works, or political controversy of average ability—
undeviating average, either up or down, being the
characteristic of the Greek mind. It is only through
a dctailed study of this literature or of the Greek in
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for the acquisition of knowledge systematically and
scientifically, or otherwise than with a sharp child’s
curiosity, or to convert it to small practical purposes.
He can jaw in an artificial language, which stands to
true ancient and true modern Greek in the same rels-
tion as Lazate omnem sperantiam, vos qui iniralis,
would bear to Dante’s own Italian and to real Latin
respectively. But what I wish chiefly to maintain is,
that he is actually degenerated from the generation
of his grandfathers of the early part of the century;
wn.en who had the stuff in them, who displayed cha-
racter and individuality, instead of being flattened
out into a uniform thinness, like the moderns. Had it
not been for the accursed Hetairia, and for the deter-
mination of Russia to precipitate matters underhand
while affecting to reprove a Greek movement openly,
converting that which, in a generation, might have
been an organised, national uprising, led by educated
and fully Europeanised men, into a barbaric bitter
struggle of orthodox Klephts and semi-pirates, the
civilians and literary men of that period, men mostly
anti-orthodox and affected by the ideas of the French
Revolution, would, I think, have borne European
fruit. Therefore, I venture to differ from , and
cannot help thinking the outbreak of the revolution
premature and most unfortunate.

What a jaw I have been giving you about Greeks !
It is very odd, but I really do care about them, and
think them worthy of a better purpose than being
used as so much Russian aqua fortis—a mere corro-
sive acid, good for proving Turkey for dissolvent pur-
poses.—Very truly yours,

STRANGFORD.
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children and common people, in order to realise the
full justice of my epithet as applied to the extraor-
dinary lingo which it is a point of honour to teach
and write at Athens, and to which they are sacrifi-
cing their own satisfactory vernacular bow-wow. This
point is one of considerableimportance; because, as you
know, while everybody in Europe is repeating, in a par-
rot-like way, how gifted and intellectual the Greeks
are, the real phenomenon is the astonishing poverty of
intellectual produce resulting from so much intellect-
ual activity. I take the reason of that to be, that the
Greeks, one and all, write in an artificial language,
and devote their whole energy to instruction in that
language. And by artificial I do not mean a language
differing from natural speech by vocabulary only, as
the ‘Times’ differs from common talk, but by grammar
and by system of sounds: and as all Romaic idiom
is tabooed in it, it is a thing which has no vitality in
it any more than an Eton boy’s Greek. This fac-
titious language is the symbol of Hellenism, and the
instrument by which the Hellenes seek throuch
education to leaven the mass of orthodox Byzan-
tine Grecks in Turkey for the purposes of political
annexion. As the lesson is accompanied with much
rattening and house-burning, and is not enforced by
any example of the homelier every-day virtues, it is
not surprising that the Romaic-speaking Byzantine
agriculturistsof Thessaly do not at all findthat a desire
to get quit of the Turks necessarily involves, as a con-
sequence, a desire to become Neco-Hellenes, join the
kingdom,and use the second aorist in common speech.
In a word, the disgrace and damning stain on the
kingdom is their attitude towards the Greek race in















