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P R E F A C E

T h e East India  C om pany  conceived the  idea o f  writing  
District Gazetteers for the first time in India in 1807 and 
entrusted to  Dr. Francis BLichanan with the task o f  writing the  
District Gazetteers o f  Rangpur. Dinajpur and other districts  
o f  the then Bengal. Buchanan could  com p ile  the Gazetteers  
o f  Rangpur and Dinajpur only before he left the country. Sir 
W .W . H unter included the Gazetteers o f  all the districts o f  then Ben
gal in his book entitled .4 S ta tis tic a l Accotfnt o f  Bended (iQt vo lum 
es), published between 1875 and 1877. During the 20th century, the 
D istrict G azetteer o f  the undivided district o f  Dinajpur was c o m 
piled  by F.W. Strong o f  the Indian Civil Service and published in 
1912. T h e  Gazetteers o f  the districts now  constitu ting  Bangladesh  
were written m ore than half-a-century ago. The materials c o n ta in 
ed in them, though very useful, have becom e out-dated. The  
G overnm ent, therefore, felt the necessity o f  not only revising them  
with up-to-date inform ation but also o f  re-writing them from 
the angle o f  satisfying the present day needs. There has also  
been persistent dem and from the public and various other quart
ers for revising and re-wriling the District Gazetteers.

“ T he G overnm ent o f  East Bengal ordered t^te revision o f  
D istrict G azetteers  in 1948 and entrusted the w ork to the D iv i 
s ional C om m issioners  w h o found  neither the  tim e nor Ihe  
aptitude lor such an undertaking. Later the  G overn m en l |ord ered  
its revision by a senior l.C'.S. official by nam e but that decision  
also  could  not materialise." In December, 1961, G overnm ent set 
up a  C om m ittee  to  recom m end, am ongst  other th ings, the  
principles on  which the D istrict Gazetteers should be  revised 
and re-written. Agreeing with the recom m en dations  o f  the 
C om m ittee ,  the  G overnm ent ordered in July 1963 that a 
separate organisation headed by a General Editor should be 
set up  to  undertake the work o f  revis ion  and re-writing o f  the 
G azetteers o f  all the districts. They further ordered that the 
final draft w as to be approved by an Advisory Board, presided  
over by the  Senior M em ber . Board o f  Revenue.

This G azetteer o f  D inajpur is com ing out exactly  60 yearsafter  
the  publication o f  the last District Gazetteer. During the interven
ing period the  district has undergone rapid changes  in different  
spheres o f  life, ft is needless to  state that the  present volum e  
relates to the  District o f  East Dinajpur only and not to  the  
former undivided District o f  D inajpur which ex isted  prior to
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the 14th August, 1947. The present volun ie  has been written  
in conform ity  w ith  the pattern set for revis ion  o f  the D istrict  
G azetteers by the  G overnm ent. Its a im  is to  present t o  the  
general reader an adequate  and com preltensive picture o f  the 
district w ith ou t  going  into deta ils  o f  a specialised nature. It 
will be for the reader to  ju d ge  how  far we have succeeded  
in achieving our object. The present volum e was drafted and 
was placed before the Advisory Board. Seventeen m eetings o f  
the A d visory  Board were held between 16th M ay 1968 and  
7th VFay 1970 and all the chapters were approved.

In drafting the various chapters the standard works o n  the  
subject have freely been consulted. N a m e o f  such standard  
works have been given in the b ib liography published at 
the end o f  this book. At so m e  place the liberty o f  quoting  
certain passages verbatim from the District Ga/.elteer o f  F .W .  
Strong  w ithout the use o f  any quoiati(m  mark have been taken  
because the present volum e purports to b e  the revised version o f  
Strong's ( iazetteer . The last Gazetteers had separate statistical  
volum es, but in the present version statistical data have been  
condensed  and duly  integrated with  the descriptive port ion  so  
as to m ake it a self-contained and com prehensive volum e.

We are deeply grateful to Mr. S. M . Hasan and Mr. A .Q .  
Ansari, both  senior M embers, Board o f  Revenue, and Chairm an  
o f  the A dvisory  Board, District G azetteers, w h o  held  otfice one  
after the other  for their valuable help and gu idance in preparing  
this volum e. We place on record our heart-felt con d o len ce  at the  
sudden death o f  M r . S. N . H .  R i/v i (t'-V-General E d ito r )  who  
died on the 31st M arch 1971. We arc indebted to hm  for his 
sincere efforts for  co llecting  m any materials for this edition.  
Mr. M u h am m ad  Tshaq, then General Editor in-Charge, actually, 
gave this G czetleers the present final form.

W e are thankful to th e  following gentlemen w h o attended the  
different m eetings o f  the Advisory Board and extended their 
wholehearted co-opera tion in improving the drafts; Mr. S. M. 
A li;  M r. A. M . Salimullah Fahm i; Principal Ebrahim  Khan;  
Dr. A. Farouk, H ead o f  the Departm ent o f  C om m erce. D acca  
University: Mr. Zakir Hussain, Head of the Department o f  Z o o 
logy . D a cca  U niversity: D r. A . K .  M. Nurul Islam, then Reader  
in Botany. D acca  IJniversity; Mr. M . A . Chow dhury, then 
Director, Bureau o f  Statistics: Mr. A. N. Kalim iillah, then 
D eputy  Secretary, H om e Departm ent; Mr. K . A. K habir, then
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D eputy  Secretary, H om e Departm ent; Mr. M . M- Anwar A ii,  
then A .D .P .I ,  E ducation  D irectorate; Mr. M . 1. Chowdhury, then  
Officer-in-Charge, Bureau o f  Educational Information and Statistics;  
M r. A .K .M . A b d u l H ak im  (H ydrology , W A P D A ) and Mr. A b d u s  
Salek, then Statistician, Bureau o f  Statistics.

A m o n g  the experts w h o  extended their co-operation  in this  
w ork , w e p lace on  record our deep appreciation for Dr. S. A. 
M o m en  ol the then E P ID C , Mr. (now  D r.)  M . Habtbullah o f  
the D epartm ent o f  Com m erce, D acca  University  and Mr. Qudrat-  
e -G han i, then Chairm an, Forest Industries and D eve lopm ent C or
poration . In conc lu sion , w e  w ou ld  like to  express our hearty  
thanks to  o u r  co lleagues w h o  extended their active and w h ole
hearted co -op eration  in preparing this work- Since, m ost o f  
the Chapters o f  this volum e were com piled  and waiting for  
final printing before  liberation, very little  scope remained for a  
thorough  revision for the rapid changes that took  place. It is 
hoped that all those shortcom ings will be taken into considera
t ion  in the future ed itions o f  both Bengali and English.

A S H R A F  S I D D I Q U I  
D A C C A ; G eneral Editor.

July^ 1972*
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C H A P T E R  I 

P H Y S IC A L  A S P E C T S

I n  th e  absence o f  an y  local tra d itio n  regard ing  the  o rig in  origin of 0 ^  
o f  th e  nam e ‘D in a jp u r’, the  theo ry  generally advanced  an d  “*“*«• 
accepted  is th a t th e  nam e ‘D in a jp u r’ is derived from  the  nam e 
o f  som e local ch iefta in  o r  k ing  o f  the  nam e o f  D inaj o r 
D an u j. T here is a  m en tion  in  h isto ry  o f  one D anu j R oy  o f  
S o nargaon , w ho helped  G hiyas-ud-d in  B alban  in  defeating  
S u ltan  M ughis-ud-d in , b u t, accord ing  to  Sir Ja d u n a th  S arkar, 
his k ingdom  o f  S onargaon  lay  near ab o u t the  d istric ts o f  
C om illa an d  N o ak h a li. H ence th is  D anu j R oy d id  n o t give 
D in a jp u r its nam e. R a ja  G anesh , the  C hieftain  o f  N o rth  
B engal, w ho becam e th e  K ing  o f  G a u r  in  th e  early p a r t  o f 
the  15th cen tu ry  A .D ., assum ed th e  title  o f  D anu jam ardanadeva 
an d  i t  is p ro b ab le  th a t the  nam e D inajpu r has been derived 
fro m  his title.

T h e  d is tric t o f  D in a jp u r lies betw een 25°14' an d  26°38' n o rth  
la titu d e  an d  betw een 88*^05' and  89°18' east longitude an d  form s 
th e  north-w estern  m ost d istric t o f  B angladesh. I t is one o f  
th e  five d istric ts w hich constitu te  the  R ajshahi D ivision.

T h e  a re a  covered by  the  d is tric t was form erly  m uch g rea ter variation in 
th a n  it was a t  the  tim e o f  P artition  (1947). I t included Boundary from

tini6 to
the  grea ter p o rtio n  o f  the d istric ts o f  B ogra and  M aldah  (India) 
a n d  considerab le tra c ts  now  included  in  R ajshahi, R angpur 
an d  P u rn ea  (Ind ia). W hen D inajpu r first cam e u n d er British 
ru le  in  1765 it w as know n fo r  the  lawlessness o f  its inhab itan ts  
an d  th e  d is tric t's  s ta ff  failed to  cope successfully w ith the  dacoits 
an d  th e  river p irates w ith  w hich a  large tra c t o f  land  was 
in fested . T h e  area  w as, the refo re , g radually  reduced  w ith  the 
object o f  im prov ing  the  adm in istra tion . D uring  the  year 1800-01 
a  large num ber o f  es tates, h ith e rto  included  in  D inajpur, w ere 
m ade over to  P u rn e a  (Ind ia ), R an g p u r and  R ajshahi. F ro m  
1833 to  1870 a  large p o rtio n  o f  th e  d istric t w as transferred  to  
B ogra an d  M ald ah  (Ind ia). F inally  in  1897-98 the  whole 
th a n a  o f  M a h ad e b p u r in  the sou th  o f  the d istric t w as tran s
ferred  to  R ajshahi.

T he d istric t g o t its p resen t bou n d ary  an d  area  a t th e  tim e 
o f  P a r tit io n  in  1947 in  accordance w ith  the  R adcliff A w ard 
an d  subsequent realignm ents.

I t  is bounded  o n  th e  n o rth  by  the  d istric t o f  Ja lpaigurl present 
in  W est Bengal (In d ia ), o n  th e  west by B ihar (Ind ia) and  the Boundarj 
d is tric t o f  W est D in a jp u r (Ind ia), o n  the  sou th  by a  p o rtio n
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o f  the d istric t o f W est D inajpu r (Ind ia) and  the  d istric t o f 
B ogra, an d  on  the east by the d istric t o f  R angpur. The sou th 
w estern bo u n d ary  w hich separates the d istric t from  W est 
D in a jp u r (Ind ia) was form ed in accordance w ith  the A w ard o f 
S ir C yril R adcliff w hich runs as fo llow s:

“ A  line shall be d raw n a long  the bou n d ary  betw een the
T h an a  o f  Phanisdew a in  the d istric t o f  D arjeeling 
an d  the T h an a  T etu lia  in  the  d istric t o f  Ja lpaiguri 
from  the  po in t w here th a t boundary  m eets the 
province o f B ihar and  then  a long  th e  boundary  
betw een th e  T h an a  o f  T etu lia  and  R ajgan j; the 
T hanas o f  P anchagar and R ajganj, and the  T h an a  o f 
P anchagar and  Ja lpaiguri. and  shall th e n  con tinue 
a long  the n o rth e rn  co rner o f  the T h an a  D ebiganj 
to  the  boundary  o f  the  sta te  o f  C ooch-B ihar. The 
D istric t o f D arjeeling  and  so m uch  o f  the  D istric t 
o f  Ja lpaiguri as lies no rth  o f  th is  line shall belong 
to  W est Bengal, b u t the  T h an a  o f Patgram  an d  any 
o th er portion  o f  Ja lpaiguri D istric t w hich lies to  
the  east o r sou th  shall belong to  E ast Bengal.

"A  line shall then be d raw n  from  the  po in t w here the  
bou n d ary  between the th an as o f  H arip u r an d  R aiganj
in  the  district o f  D ina jpu r m eets the  b o rd er o f  the
Province o f  B ihar to  th e  p o in t w here the  boundary  
betw een the d istric ts o f 24-Parganas an d  K h u ln a  
m eets the  Bay o f  Bengal. T his line shall follow  the 
course ind icated  in  th e  follow ing paragraphs.

‘T h e  line shall ru n  a long  the  boundary  between the  follow ing 
th a n as :

“ H arip u r and  R aiganj; H arip u r and  H em tabad ; R anisan- 
khatl and  H ein tab ad ; P irganj and  H em tabad , Pir- 
ganj an d  K aliganj; B iral and  K aligan j; B iral and  
K u sh m u n d i; B iral and  G angaram pur, D ina jpu r 
an d  G angaram pur, D ina jpu r and  K um argan j, 
C h irirbandar and  K um argan j; P hu lbari and 
K u m arg an j; P hu lbari and  B alu rghat. I t  shall 
te rm inate  a t the  p o in t w here the  bou n d ary  between 
P hu lbari and  B alurghat m eets the  n o rth -so u th  
line o f  the Bengal A ssam  Railw ay in  the  easte rn  
co rner o f  the  T h an a  o f  B alurghat. T he line 
shall tu rn  dow n the  w estern edge o f  th e  railw ay 
lands belonging to  th a t railw ay an d  fo llow  th a t 
edge un til it  m eets the  bo u n d ary  betw een the 
th an as o f  B alurghat an d  P anchb ib i” .



Ch. I PHYSICAL ASPECTS

T he b o u n d a ry  o f  the d is tric t in  th e  n o rth  th a t is sou th  o f  
th e  R aiganj (Ind ia ) po lice-s ta tio n  has been fo rm ed  u n d er th e  
sam e aw ard  separating  th e  d is tric t o f  P u rn ea  in  B ihar (Ind ia) 
fro m  B angladesh th o u g h  subsequen tly  by  the  B ihar a n d  W est 
Bengal (T ransfer o f  T errito ries) A c t o f  1956 a  p o r tio n  o f 
th e  d is tric t o f  P u rnea  on  the  w estern  b o rd e r  w as m erged in to  
the  d is tric t o f  W est D in a jp u r (Ind ia).

T he d is tric t o f  D in a jp u r w as very m uch  affected by  the  
P a r titio n  o f  th e  fo rm e r province o f  Bengal in  1947. O u t 
o f  the  30 po lice-sta tions o f  th e  o ld  undivided d is tric t o f  D inaj
p u r , nine po lice-sta tions in  fu ll and  one in  p a r t  w ent to  
W est Bengal (Ind ia ) u n d er the  R adcliff A w ard.

O u t o f  the  rem ain ing  20 poU ce-stations in  fu ll an d  p a rt 
o f  one th a t  cam e to  B angladesh  th ree po lice-sta tions, nam ely,
P o rsh a , P a tn ita la  a n d  D h arao irh a t w ere la ter transfe rred  to  
th e  d is tric t o f  R ajshah i an d  four police-sta tions, nam ely, D ebiganj,
B oda , T etu lia  an d  P anchagarh  aw arded  to  B angladesh fro m  the  
d is tric t o f  Ja lpaiguri o f  undiv ided  Bengal w ere included  in to  
th is  d istric t. H ak im p u r, a  new  po lice-sta tion  has been created  
a fte r P artitio n . T h ere  a re  a t p resen t 22 police-sta tions in  
the  d is tric t o f  D inajpu r.

T he d is tric t as constitu ted  an d  accord ing  to  1961 C ensus, Area and 
h as  a n  a re a  o f  2,609 square  miles. In  area  its position  is 12th 
in  B angladesh. A ccord ing  to  th e  C ensus o f  1961 its  to ta l 
p o p u la tio n  w as 17,09,917 persons w ith  a  density  o f  655 persons 
p er square  mile.

T he general ap pearance  o f  th e  coun try  is flat, s lop ing  gently  Topc^aphy. 
sou thw ards, as is show n by th e  tren d  o f  th e  rivers. In  the  
so u th  an d  a  p o r tio n  o f  th e  w est o f  the  d is tric t, there is the  curious 
fo rm a tio n  know n  as th e  Ba:rind, geologically classed as o ld  
a llu v iu m . T his is a n  undu la ting  reg ion  in terspersed  w ith  
rav ines. T h e  elevations are now here w orthy  o f  the  nam e o f  hills, 
th e  h ig h est ridge n o t exceeding 100 feet above m ean  sea level, 
b u t  they  m ake  nevertheless a  considerab le a lte ra tio n  in  th e  
a p p e aran c e  o f  the  coun try , w hich elsew here consists o f  the 
fiat a lluvial p la in  a  characteristic  o f  the  G ange tic  delta . T he 
rav ines vary  f ro m  shallow  stretches o f  low  land, su itab le for 
g row ing  rice, to  deeper depressions bearing  a  resem blance 
to  o ld  river beds an d  som etim es con tain ing  w ater. These 
la tte r  a re  locally  called Kharis. T he ridges a re  com m only  
co v e red  w ith  scrub  ju n g le  an d  s tu n ted  trees.
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A n o th e r  m arked  fea tu re  o f  th e  d is tric t is i ts  tan k s, especially 
nu m ero u s  in  the  so u th , w here w ells a re  com paratively  little  
used . T hese vary  in  size fro m  sp lend id  s tre tch es o f  w ater 
w hile ju s t ly  be called lakes o r m arshes, to  sm all an d  insign i
fican t p onds. M o st o f  th e  ta n k s  have fa llen  in to  neg lec t and  
are  overgrow n w ith  reeds, an d  o th e r  aq u a tic  p lan ts .

O ld  w riters m ake m en tio n  o f  th e  la rge  n u m b er o f  m arshes 
o r  beels fo rm ed by th e  overflow ing o f  th e  rivers, to  b e  found  
in  th e  d is tric t. I t  is possib le th a t since th o se  days th e  face o f  
th e  coun try  has gradually  undergone a  change as now -a-days 
i t  w ould  be im possib le to  speak  o f  such m arshes as a  fea tu re  
o f  the  scenery. T hey  d o  indeed ex ist, an d  in  th e  ra in s  som e 
o f  them  are  o f  considerab le ex ten t, b u t th e ir  n u m b er is sm all 
com pared  w ith  th e  size o f  th e  d is tric t.

In  th e  absence o f  hills, i t  is h a rd  to  tra c e  n a tu ra l d iv isions, 
b u t th e re  a re  m any p o in ts  o f  difference betw een  th e  n o r th  an d  
so u th  o f  th e  d istric t. T he fo rm er is b ro k en  u p  w ith  p a tch es 
o f  trees, ju n g le  a n d  clum ps o f  bam boo , th e  cu ltiv a ted  areas 
are  sm aller in  size, and  th e  villages consist o f  sca tte red  hom e
steads em bow ered in  lu x u rian t vege ta tion . T o  th e  sou th , th e  
co u n try  is m ore  o p en ; clum ps o f  trees a re  com paratively  sca rce ; 
th e  villages a re  o ften  cluste rs o f  houses situated  on  bare  ridges 
o r o n  open  river bank, an d  th e  prevailing  to d d y  an d  date- 
plam s give a  peculiarly  o rien ta l cha rac te r to  th e  scenery.

Rifer system. A ll th e  rivers o f  th e  d is tr ic t flow fro m  n o rth  to  so u th  and  
th e ir  u ltim ate  des tin a tio n  is th e  G anges. T heir beds a re  as a 
ru le  w ell below  the  level o f  th e  su rro u n d in g  co u n try , and  i t  
is on ly  in  exceptionally  w et years th a t they  overflow  th e ir  
b anks to  any  g rea t ex ten t. W idespread inundations, such as 
a re  o f  an n u a l occurrence in  th e  m onsoon  season  in  the  ea s te rn  
d istric ts , a re  a lm ost unknow n in  th is  d is tric t in  m odern  tim es, 
th o u g h  they  ap p e ar to  have been com m on eno u g h  a  cen tu ry  
o r  so ago . In  the  ra iny  season, th e  m ain  rivers such a s  th e  
N ag a r, the  P u n a rb h ab a  and  th e  A tra i a re  nav igab le  by  good- 
sized co u n try  b o a ts  to  ab o u t as fa r  n o r th  as D in a jp u r tow n , 
o r  a little  above it ,  b u t in  t h |  d ry  season fo r som e eigh t 
m o n th s , th e  po in ts  u p  to  w hich they  are  navigable by la rg e  b o a ts  
are  very m uch  low er dow n. M o st o f  the  rivers a re  fo rd ab le  
alm ost th ro u g h o u t th e ir  en tire  course th ro u g h  the  d is tric t. T he 
m ain  rivers are gradually  becom ing shallow er th ro u g h  s ilting  
up . T h e  im m edia te  cause o f  th is  is th e  sluggishness o f  th e ir  
cu rren ts  th ro u g h o u t th e  g rea ter p a r t  o f  th e  year. T h e  river 
channels a re  well m arked  and  fa irly  constan t, th o u g h  th e re  
is evidence th a t in  th e  p a s t th is  w as n o t always so . and  th a t
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ch a n g es  o f  course  occasionally  to o k  place. M any  sm all s tfc a n u  
o r  khals  fa ll in to  th e  m ain  rivers. These a re  navigable by 
-small b o a ts  d u r in g  th e  ra in s  b u t th ro u g h o u t th e  g rea te r p a r t  
o f  th e  year they  are  e i th e r  d r j’ o r  dw indle to  a  succession 
o f  poo ls. G enera lly  speak ing  th e  rivers an d  th e  s tream s arc 
o f  l i t t le  use fo r  th e  p u rp o se  o f  com m un ication , an d  even in  
th e  h e ig h t o f  th e  ra in y  season  trave lling  is done by bu llock  
c a rt.

T he fo llow ing  is a  b rie f  acco u n t o f  th e  p rincipal rivers 
w h ich  flow th ro u g h  th e  d is tric t:—

T h e N a g a r  o rig in a ted  fro m  th e  low -lying areas ju s t  n o r th  Tlia Nagar. 
o f  th e  po lice-s ta tio n , w here th e  d is tric ts  o f  D inajpu r, W est 
D in a jp u r (In d ia ) an d  Ja lp a ig u ri (Ind ia ) m eet. I t  tak es a  sou th 
w esterly  course , an d  fo rm s th e  b o u n d a ry  betw een  th is  d is tric t 
a n d  th e  d is tric t o f  W est D in a jp u r ( In d ia )  til l  i t  leaves th e  dis
t r ic t  a t  a  p lace  to  th e  w est o f  H arip u r to  m eet the  M ahan- 
an d a . U s bed is g ravelly  in  the  u p p e r reaches, b u t becom es 
sandy  low er dow n. T h e  low er p o r tio n  o f  i ts  channel is deeper 
th a n  those  o f  m o s t o f  th e  o th e r  rivers in  th e  d istric t, an d  is 
h ard ly  fo rd a b le  even in  th e  d ry  season. T here  is n o  place 
o f  any  g rea t im p o rta n ce  o n  its  banks, excep t the  police o u t
p o s t o f  A tw ari.

T h e  K u lik  is th e  principal tr ib u ta ry  o f  the  N ag a r river, Tke Kalik. 
w hich rises in  a  m arsh  a b o u t six m iles w est o f  th e  h ea d q u ar
te rs  o f  th e  T h ak u rg ao n  subdivision, a n d  runs th ro u g h  R ani- 
sa n k a il po lice-s ta tio n  to w ard s th e  so u th  an d  falls in to  the  
N ag a r in  W est D in a jp u r (Ind ia).

T h e  T irna i is th e  a n o th e r  tr ib u ta ry  o f  th e  N ag a r. I t  passes T h e H n a i 
close  to  th e  B aliadanga po lice-s ta tio n  a n d  jo in s th e  N ag a r 
a b o u t  26 m iles fro m  i ts  sources.

T h e  T an g a n  rises in  th e  h igh  land  o f  n o rth e rn  P iedm on t, The Tatfaa. 
passes w est o f  P an ch ag arh , sou th  o f  T e tu lia  in  D in a jp u r and  
flows so u th w ard  by  th e  ea s t o f  R uhea. I t  th e n  en ters  in to  
B a lu rg h at subdiv ision  (Ind ia), ju s t  w est o f  B iral an d  flow ing 
fu rth e r  so u th  en ters in to  Bangladesh, to  jo in  the P u n arb h ab a  river.
T he com bined w ate r then  flows th ro u g h  B angladesh p ara lle l to  
th e  In te rn a tio n a l B oundary  an d  m eets th e  M a h an a n d a  river 
n e a r  R o h a n p u r (R ajshahi d istric t). T he channel o f  th is  river 
as ra th e r  narrow , w ith  steep  banks an d  is sandy in  its  upper 
reaches. D u rin g  th e  rains fair-sized co u n try  boats can  com e up  
a lm o s t as fa r  as th e  h ead q u arte rs  o f  th e  T h ak u rg ao n  subdivision, 
w h ich  is s itu a te d  o n  i t s  le ft bank . T h is river is connected  
a b o u t  th e  cen tre  o f  th e  T h ak u rg ao n  subdivision, w ith  th e P u n a r-
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b h ab a  by a  ra th e r  in te resting  canal called the  R am  D a ra  
said  to  have been co n s tru c ted  by R a ja  R a m n a th  o f  D in a jp u r 
as a  m eans o f  com m unication  betw een tw o  o f  h is co u n try  seats 
G o b in d an a g ar and  P rannagar.

T h e  p rincipal tr ib u ta ries  o f  th e  T an g a n  are th e  G h o ra ra a ra , 
a  sm all s tream le t rising  n ea r  R u h ea , an d  jo in in g  the  T an g a n  
a t  M andalpara , a  few m iles below  T h ak u rg ao n , and  th e  T u ta i, 
w hich, rising  in  th e  ju risd ic tio n  o f  P irgan j, an d  passing  th ro u g h  
th e  sm all m a r t  o f  B iral, jo in s  th e  T an g an  in  B ansihari th a n a  
in  W est D in a jp u r (Ind ia).

The Ponarbhaba T h e P u n a rb h ab a  o rig ina tes from  th e  low -lying areas n ea r  
D eoli in  T h ak u rg ao n  police s ta tio n  and  follow s a  m ean d e rin g  
course  to  th e  so u th  u p  to  C h ak -K an ch an  n ea r  D in a jp u r tow n, 
w here i t  jo in s  th e  D hepa river, an  offshoot channel o f  A tra i 
(B oori T ista). N o tw ith s tan d in g  th e  fac t th a t the  D h ep a  is 
th e  la rg e r river th e  nam e o f  P u n a rb h ab a  is given to  th e  com 
b in ed  stream s fro m  th is p o in t onw ards. T h e  river th e n  flows 
sou th -w est an d  en ters in to  In d ian  te rrito ry  n ear S o o n d ara  
a t  n o rth  L at. 25°-36' and  ea s t L ong . 88‘’-3 4 '. T h e  P u n a rb h a b a  is 
nav igable by co u n try  b o a ts  d u rin g  th e  ra in  as far as i ts  ju n c tio n  
w ith  the  D h ep a  and  even higher. A t o th e r tim es o f  the y ear 
i ts  upper reaches are shallow  an d  easily fo rdab le , b u t d u rin g  
its  course  th ro u g h  »he D hepa  i ts  ch an n el narrow s an d  deepens 
an d  is never fo rd a b le  even in  th e  h e ig h t o f  the  d ry  season. 
T h e  to w n  o f  D ina jpu r is s itu a ted  o n  i ts  le ft bank . A  consi
d e rab le  e x p o rt tra d e  in  paddy  an d  rice is carried  by th is  river.

The Dhepa, T h e  C h h o ta  D h ep a  tak es i ts  rise in  a  m arsh  called S aseta-
p iy a ta  in  the  T h ak u rg ao n  th a n a , a  few  m iles n o r th  o f  th e  
source  o f  th e  P u n a rb h ab a . E n te rin g  B irganj i t  is connected  
n e a r  th e  th a n a  head q u arte rs  w ith  th e  A tra i by a  canal called 
th e  M alijo l, p resen tly  called as th e  D h ep a . T h e  canal w as 
d u g  by  a  local ch ief nam ed S aad a t A li. T his canal used to  
ca rry  a  considerab le volum e o f  w a te r  before 1787-88 (the year 
in  w hich th e  T ista , o f  w hich th e  A tra i is a  b ranch , changed  
i ts  course), b u t i t  now  silted  up , like C h h o ta  D h ep a  itse lf  
an d  is nav igable fo r la rg e  b o a ts  only  d u rin g  th e  ra ins. T h e  
com bined  flow o f  C h h o ta  D h ep a  an d  th e  D h ep a  which spills 
th e  A tra i flows in  th e  sou th-easterly  d irection . N ea r S etabganj 
i t  takes a  tu rn  to  th e  so u th  an d  flows in a  m eandering  co u rie  
u p  to  Pohce-chaw k w here i t  falls in to  th e  P u n a rb h ab a . T h e  
only  p laces w o rth  m en tion ing  o n  its  b an k s  a re  B irganj, th e
th a n a  h ead q u arte rs  a n d  K a n ta n a g a r  w here th e re  is an  o ld  a n d
in te restin g  tem ple . T h e  bed o f  the  river is b ro ad , sandy and
shallow . W hen i t  is in  flood large b o a ts  can  som etim es get
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U p as h igh  as B irganj. In  the  d ry  season  i t  is easily  fo rdab le  
anyw here.

T h e  A lra i en ters the  d is tric t in  the no rth -eas t near th e  The Atrau 
v illage o f  Joygan j an d  flowing sou thw ards passes th ro u g h  the 
th a n as  o f  D eb igan j, an d  K otw ali, from  n o rth  to  th e  sou th .
I t  is said th a t the  p resen t A tra i w as a t one tim e th e  m ain  
ch an n el o f  th e  T ista , b u t in  1787-88 th is  la tte r  river changed  its  
course an d  m ade its  w ay to  th e  B rahm apu tra  th ro u g h  th e  
R an g p u r d istric t, thereby  greatly  d im inishing th e  volum e o f 
w ater passing  th ro u g h  the  A tra i and its  s is ter channels th e  
Ja m u n a  an d  th e  K ara to y a . U n d er o rders o f the  G overnor- 
G enera l in  C ouncil, an  a tte m p t w as m ade in  June  1889 to  
resto re  th e  T is ta  to  its  orig inal channel, b u t was ab andoned  as 
im practicab le  six m o n th s  la tte r. Since those  days th e  im portance 
o f  th e  A tra i has suffered still fu rth e r  d im in u tio n  from  a tendency 
to  silt u p  no ticeab le  in  m any Bengal rivers, th e  ac tio n  o f  w hich 
has been hastened  by the  raising o f th e  level o f  the  river-bed 
in  the  ea rth q u ak e  o f  1897. N o tw ith stand ing , it  is still the  m ost 
im p o rta n t river in  th e  d istric t, and  du ring  th e  rains carries a  
considerab le ex p o rt tra d e  in  grain . I ts  channel is w ide, shallow  
an d  sandy , an d  its  s tream  is sluggish. A t th e  tim e o f  the 
revenue survey in 1863 i t  w as described by M ajo r Sherw ill as 
co n stan tly  ch an g in g  its  course , b u t o f  recent years such changes, 
if  any, have been sligh t. D u rin g  th e  ra iny  season it is nav igable 
fo r la rge  b o a ts  th ro u g h o u t its  course in  the  D inajpur d istric t.
D u rin g  the  rest o f  th e  y ear i t  is fo rdable.

A  sh o rt d istance to  the  east o f  R aiU anagar, th e  A tra i 
th row s o u t From its  w estern  b an k  a  b ranch  called th e  G ab u ra  
o r G arvesw ari w hich passing close to  th e  tow n o f  D in a jp u r 
re jo in s the  m ain  s tream  n ear K an g a o n  o r K algaon  a fte r a 
course o f  ab o u t 15 miles. A b o u t 5 m iles below  the  offshoot 
o f  the  G a b u ra  th e  river th row s off from  its  opposite  o r  east 
b ank  a n o th e r  b ranch  called th e  K an k ra , w hich also  rejo ins the  
p a re n t s tream  a  li t t le  above S am jh ia-ghat from  w here it en ters 
Ind ia . T h e  im p o rta n t m a rt o f  C h irirb an d ar, w hich is a lso  the  
h ead q u arte rs  o f  th e  police o u tp o s t o f  th a t  nam e, stan d s on  the 
left bank  o f  th e  K ankra .

D u rin g  its  course  th ro u g h  th e  d is tr ic t th e  A tra i is jo ined  
by several sm all s tream s, o f  w hich th e  o ld  A tra i and th e  
Ich liam ati on  its  ea ste rn  b a n k  are  the  m ost im p o rta n t. B oth  
these rivers en te r  th e  d is tric t to  th e  east o f  K hansam a.

T h e  Ich h am ati river passes th ro u g h  C h irirb an d ar th a n a  and  
en ters  W est D in a jp u r (Ind ia ) an d  m eets th e  A trai.
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The JamoDa. T h e  Ja m u n a] is a  sm all river said to  have been, like the
A tra i an d  K ara to y a , one o f  th e  o rig ina l channels o f  th e  T ista. 
I t  en ters  th e  d is tric t from  R an g p u r few m iles n o rth -e as t of 
P arb a tip u r, an d  flow ing a lm ost due sou th  passes in to  B ogra 
n ear H illi, an d  finally jo in s  the  A tra i in  th e  R ajshah i d istric t. 
I ts  course  in  D in a jp u r is a b o u t 65 m iles. T h e  channel o f  th is 
river, th o u g h  narrow , has* a  fair d ep th , and  is nav igab le  fo r 
good  sized co u n try  b o a ts  d u rin g  the  ra iny  season.

P a rb a tip u r, P h u lb ari, an d  B iram pur a re  s itu a te d  o n  its  
b an k s ; all are m a rts  o f  som e im p o rtan ce  an d  the  first an d  the 
second are  th a n a  headquarte rs.

The Karat<7 a. T he K ara to y a  is one o f  th e  o ld  channels o f  the  T is ta  and
form s th e  eastern  b o u n d ary  o f th e  d is tric t fo r  a b o u t 50 
miles, separa ting  it from  R a n g p u r an d  finally  passing  in to  
the  la tte r  d istric t a t the  extrem e sou th -eastern  co rner o f 
D inajpu r. The course o f  this river is to rtu o u s in  the extrem e. 
So m any m odifications have taken  place in  its channel, and  the 
nam e has changed so o ften  th a t it is a  m a tte r  o f  g reat difficul
ty  to  trace  its exact course. It is. how ever, generally  accepted 
u n d er one nam e or ano ther a s  fo rm ing  the b o u n d ary  o f the  
tw o  d istricts. Sir W illiam  H un ter rightly  described th is p a r t  o f 
th e  co u n try  as a  m aze o f  o ld  w ater-courses an d  s tag n an t m a r
shes. A n  old b ranch  o f  the river, som etim es called th e  K alana- 
di o r M oranadi, w hich w as once the  m ain  stream , passes close 
to  the  village o f  N aw abganj, w here the  th a n a  o f  th a t nam e is 
situated  on  its banks. T he old channel spreads o u t in to  a  
large b ed , a  few miles n o rth  o f N aw abganj, an d  is alm ost 
stagnant. I t is deep a n d  m u ddy  in  p laces, and elsew here 
shallow  an d  sandy. T h is channel as well as th e  m ain  channel 
is navigable by m edium  sized coun try  boats d u rin g  the  rains. 
T he principal places o n  the banks o f  the K ara to y a  are N aw ab
ganj, already  described as on the  old channel, an d  G h o rag h at, 
the  centre o f  a  police o u tpost an d  a  considerable m art, a  few 
miles below  the  ju n c tio n  o f  the  old an d  new channels.

The K ara to y a  has no im p o rtan t tr ib u ta ry  on  the D ina jpu r 
side, b u t east o f  N aw abganj it  is jo ined  by a  considerable 
stream , the  K h o ru b u ja , from  R angpur.

T here  is som e d o u b t as to  w hether the  A tra i o r the  K ara to y a  
was orig inally  the  m ain  stream  o f  the  T ista , b u t there is  evi
dence to  show  th a t the la tte r, sh runken  as it  now  is, was a t  one 
tim e  a  very considerable river. A ccord ing  to  Sir W illiam  H u n 
te r . “ It fo rm ed  the boundary  betw een the  Bengal an d  K am ruj? 
k ingdom s a t th e  tim e o f  the M a h ab h a ra ta” .
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F ro m  th e  p o in t o f  view o f  the  geologist, th e  d istric t o f  Geology.
D in a jp u r is ra th e r un in teresting . A lm ost th e  w hole a re a  is
covered by  alluvial deposits o f  recen t fo rm ation . In  the  sou thern  
h a lf  o f  the d istric t, the  soil consists o f  a  clayey silt, ash-
co lo u re d  in  appearance, locally  called Khiar. This, a  soft
s tick y  loam  in  th e  ra in y  season, hardens a lm ost to  the con
sistency  o f  cem ent in  the  d ry  season, w hen it is unsuitable
fo r  vegetation- In  th e  n o rth e rn  h a lf  o f  the  d istric t an d  o n  the 
b a n k s  o f  som e o f  th e  p rincipal rivers in  th e  sou th , the  soil 
consists o f  a  sandy  m ixed, tow ards th e  n o rth , w ith  gravel. T his 
goes by the  local nam e o f  pali.

A n in teresting  geological fo rm a tio n  called the B arind occurs 
in  th is d istric t in  com m on  w ith  o th er p a rts  o f  B angladesh.
T h is belongs to  th e  o ld  alluvium , an d  m ay be briefly described 
a s  com posed  o f  a  bed o f  stiff redd ish  b row n clay, yellowish 
o n  the surface. T h is  clay gives rise to  th e  Khiar soils. T he
nodu la r lim estone deposits, a  frequen t source o f  m ateria l fo r
ro a d  m etal in  som e p a rts  o f  the coun try , occur in  th is  to  a  
sm all ex ten t. P isolitic ferrug inous concretions are also found.

A p art f ro m  th e  trees fo und  in  th e  forests w hich have been  Flora, 
dea lt w ith  la ter in  th e  chap ter o n  th a t subject, one com es 
across trees o f  all sizes an d  varieties o n  b o th  sides o f  th e  roads. 
A m ongst these the  m ost conspicuous are  the banyan  {Ficus 
indica), the  peepul {Ficus reiigiosa), the pakar {Ficus infectoria), the 
sim ul o r  co tto n  tree  {Bom bax tnaiabaricum), the n im  {Azadirachta  
indica), the m ango {M angifera indica), the  ja c k  {Artocarpus 
iniegra), the  b ab la  {Acacia arabica). Jam , guava, b an a n a  ,bel, 
ta m a r in d , {Tamarindus indica), p a h s  and  hijal trees are also  seen 
in  abundance  everyw here in  the  d istrict. T he villages a re  em 
bow ered  in  g reenery ; clum ps o f  w ild bam boos are  to  be seen o n  
a ll sides, an d  th e  banks o f  the  rivers an d  o ld  ta n k s a re  over
g row n w ith  th ickets o f  sh rubs and  bram bles. The sou thern  
p o rtio n  o f  the  d istric t is m ore  open, and  palm s such as the 
palm yra o r ta l trees, an d  the date-palm  o r khejur, a re  m uch  in 
evidence an d  give a  d istinctive no te to  the scenery. I n  parts  
o f . t h e  d istric t, especially in  the neighbourhood  o f  som e o f  the 
large beels, stretches o f  grass jungle are found . In  the m arshes 
som e varieties o f  reeds grow  w hich are used  fo r various p u r
poses, the ikra  {Saccharurn arundinaceum) w hich, w hen set 
u p rig h t a n d  plastered  w ith m ud , m akes a n  excellent house wall.
T h e  nagorm utha  a  species o f  ta ll sedge w ith a  tr iangu lar blade 
o r  stem  is used  fo r m aking  sleeping m a ts ; the khaskhas  
{Andropogon m uricatus), a  p lan t w ith an  o do rous ro o t used fo r 
m ak ing  screens, w hich, w hen m oistened form  a  p leasant p ro tec
tio n  aga inst th e  west w inds o f  the h o t season. T he sunn-
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grass, called in  the  vernacu lar chhan is used fo r thatching.
T he N a l Khagra {Phragm ites roxburghii) a  species o f  ta ll reed 
w ith  a  feathery  to p , and  the sola {Aschynom ene paludosa), 
from  w hose ro o t a  fine w hite p ith , greatly  used fo r m aking 
sun  helm ets {sola h a t) , floats fo r fishing nets, an d  for m aking 
toys, is ob ta ined , a re  com m on in m any o f  th e  old tan k s and  
m arshy  places. T he finest trees in  the  d istric t are undoubted ly  
th e  figs.

A n  accoun t o f  the flora o f  D inajpur w ould be incom plete 
w ithou t som e descrip tion  o f  the bam boo , so com m on in the  
d is tric t an d  utilised  fo r so m any purposes. O f these bara bans 
Is the  la rgest, m ost valuab le , and  m ost generally p lan ted . I t  is 
used for posts , rafters , beam s and  som etim es fo r firewood.
A n o th er valuable bam boo  is the  Ja ti bans, w hich provide 
valuable m ateria ls like battens, crosspieces etc. fo r building 
houses. T he m akla  bans is chiefly em ployed in  m aking  m ats 
an d  baskets ; it is therefore said  to  be im m une to  the a ttack  
o f  w hite  an ts and  is used  fo r  m aking ceilings. T he K anthal 
bans fo r th o rn y  bam boo  generally  grows w ild th o u g h  it  is also 
som etim es g row n  near tom bs and  m onum ents fo r o rnam ents 
an d  is utilised  in  m ak ing  fence an d  spear shafts. Tw o species 
o f  cane, a  th ic k  an d  th in  variety , p robab ly  Calamus latifoUas 
an d  Calamus gracilis, a re  fo u n d  in  th e  d istric t in  w oods, and  
in  th ickets near villages w here the  soil is sufficiently rich  and 
m o is t. T h e  th in  variety  is em ployed fo r baskets and  w icker 
w ork . T h e  th ick  variety  is n o t m uch used.

I n  n o rth e rn  parts o f  the  d istric t wild species o f  M im osa 
(looks like lajjabati lata  w ith  sim ilar flower b u t bigger 
in  size) a n d  a  m em ber o f  M alpighiacece fam ily (b o th  a re  shrubs) 
a re  ab u n d an tly  found  along  road-sides. W hen flow ering they 
m ake  th e  m ost a ttractive  sight w ith  their p in k , show y flowers.

T h e  d istric t is also  rich  in  certa in  types o f  ferns, som e o f  
w hich are luxu rian tly  grow n o n  o th er trees. A long  th e  river 
banks a n  insectivorous o r carn ivorous p lan t, Drosera sp. (Sundew) 
is com m only  fo und  to  grow  in au tu m n  and w inter m onths m ore 
in  th e  n o rth e rn  parts.

T he d is tric t does n o t possess m any  low-lying areas, beels, 
o r  m arshy  places an d  thus the  aq u a tic  flora are n o t so rich com 
pared  to  o th e r  B angladesh d istric ts. H ow ever, the w ater lilies 
(N ym phea  spp ), lo tus (N elum ho  sp .), V allisnaria , Elodea,
P otam ogeton  species, e tc ., are com m only  m et w ith in  ponds, 
ta n k s  an d  shallow  s tag n an t rivers. A m ongst th e  lower g roups 
o f  p lan ts , C hara, N itella , Oedogonium, Spirogyra, Cladophora^
R hizoclonium , d ia tom s, desm ids, etc. a re  also  com m only found.
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On w alls o f  old bu ild ings, sto res and  tree  tru n k s  various types 
o f  lichens, m oss an d  liver w orts  (e.g. Plagoichasma) etc. are 
fo und  to  grow.

M ahogany, ja ck -fru it trees, m angoes, debdaru, etc. a re  us
ually  p lan ted  a lo n g  road -sides and  th e  com m on source o f tim ber.
Besides these shorea robusta {sal) trees are grow n in  patches in  
different p a rts  o f  th e  d is tric t an d  k ep t as reserved forest areas.

I t  appears from  o ld  records th a t, till the  end  o f  th e  19th Fauna:Mammals 
century , th e  d is tric t o f  D in a jp u r h ad  a  rich  m am m alian  fauna .
F o r  instance, accord ing  to  M a jo r Sherwill (1863), tiger {Panthere 
tigris) an d  leopard  {P. pardus) were w idely d istribu ted , a n d  o ther 
ca ts  like, ju n g le  C a t {Felis chaus), F ish ing  C a t (Prionailurus 
viverrinus). L eopard  C a t (P . bengalensis) w ere also  very com m on 
in  th e  d istric t. Even, a ro u n d  a b o u t 1881, “ the  P rannagar 
ju n g le  in  the  B irganj th a n a  w as so  n o to rio u s  fo r tigers th a t no 
trave lle r w ould  pass th ro u g h  it a t n igh t, o r even in  the daytim e, 
i f  a lone.”  T here  w ere so m any tigers th a t, "special guns were 
issued to  sh ikaris  fo r  th e  des truc tion  o f  these anim als, an d  h un ts  
w ere organised  by  the  officials and  zem indars w ith  the  sam e 
ob ject.”  O th er m am m als like, buffalo  (Bubalus buballs), Bara^ 
singha  o r Sw am p D eer {Cervus duvauceli), H o g  D eer (C . porci- 
nus)y B adger (A rctonyx), C ivet C a t {Viverra spp.) w ild b o a r  
(Ursus spp). R hesus M onkey  {M acaco m ulatto), e tc., w ere also 
com m on  in  D in a jp u r.

B u t w ith th e  passing  o f  tim e, an d  follow ing the  destruc tion  
o f  fo rests  a n d  jung les fo r cu ltiva tion , there was a  rap id  decline 
o f  th e  m am m alian  fau n a  especially from  the  beg inning  o f  th e  
20 th  century . F o r  exam ple even as early  as in  1911, S trong  
described th e  s ta tu s  o f  tiger, buffalo, an d  Sw am p D eer o f  
D in a jp u r as " o n ly  a  m em ory” . B ut o th e r  m am m als, though  
ra re r, w ere still p resen t a t th a t tim e in  som e p arts  o f  the  d is
tric t. L eo p ard s w ere still com m on in  m an y  p arts  o f  th e  dis
tr ic t  as they  could  get cover in  the  ne ighbourhood  o f  villages, 
in  o ld  graveyards, ru ined  rem ains o f  tem ples, m osques an d  
dw elling houses. A ccording to  S trong’s accoun t, F ishing C ats,
Jungle C a t, M arb led  C a t, B adgers, C ivets, e tc ., cou ld  be found  
in  th e  m arshes, sw am ps an d  a long  the ban k s o f  the rivers, in  
th e  beg inn ing  o f  th is cen tury . Boars becam e ra re r  excep t in  th e  
w estern  a n d  n o ith -e as te rn  ih an as n ear P u rn ea  border. B ut O tte r 
{Lutra  s p p ) ,  w hich w as com m on  in  the rivers in  th e  19th 
cen tury , becam e 'a  a lm o st ex tinc t”  subsequently .

D u rin g  the  la st 50 to  60 years no case o f tiger o r  buffa lo  
w hether sh o t o r  seen, was recorded . L eopards still o c c u r  
th o u g h  in  d im in ished  num ber. W ild B oars show  a  slight in c re -
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ase in  num ber, especially since 1947, p resum ably  d u e  to  decline 
in  the n u m b er o f  those  non-m uslim s w ho used  to  ea t w ild 
boars. O th er m am m als, still occu rring  in  th e  d is tric t, include 
badger, c ivet, m ongoose, ju n g le  cat, fishing c a t, rab b its  
jacka ls, foxes, bats, ra ts , m ice, G angetic  do lp h in , etc.

B'fds. A lthough  the  bird p o p u la tio n , like th a t o f  m am m als, has
also  been  affected by th e  d isappearance o f  its  n a tu ra l h ab ita ts , 
th e re  a rc  still a  large num ber o f  b irds in  D in a jp u r. A b o u t 46 
fam ilies o f  b irds are represen ted  in  the  d is tric t by  o n e  o r  m ore  
species, som e being residen t an d  o thers m ig ra to ry . A  b r ie f  
list o f  im p o rta n t fam ilies an d  com m on species are as fo llow s:

Podicipitidae : L ittle G reve o r  D abchick.

Phalacrocoracidae : C o rm o ran t, Shag, D a rte r  o r  S nakeb ird .

Ardeidae : A b o u t 12 species including P o n d  H ero n  o r  P ad- 
dyb ird . G rey H eron , P u rp le  H eron , N ig h t H eron , 
C attle  E gret, L arge E gret, L ittle  E g re t, C h estn u t, 
B itte rn . Yellow B ittern.

Ciconiidae : P ain ted  S to rk , W hite-necked S to rk , O pcnbill.

Anatidae  : M any  species includ ing  G rea ter W histling  T eal, 
Lesser W histling T eal, B rahm iny D uck , B arheaded 
G oose, G reyleg G oose, P in ta il, C om m on T eal, M a l
la rd , G adw all, G arganey, C o tto n  T eal, P ochard .

Acelpitrldae  : Several species includ ing  K ing  V ultu re, W hite- 
backed  V ulture, Longbilled  V ulture, B lackwinged 
K ite, P ariah  o r  B lack K ite , B rahm iny K ite , S h ikra , 
H oney B uzzard, S parrow haw k, T aw ny Eagle, S potted  
Eagle, Palla’s F ishing Eagle, C rested  S erpan t Eagle, 
H en  H arrier, Pale H arrie r, M arsh  H arrier, Lagger 
F alcon , Shaheen F alcon , M arlin , K estra l, etc.

Phasiabidae : A ssam  Black P artridge, K yah  o r Sw am p 
P artridge, C om m on o r G rey  quail, B luebreasted 
quail.

Turnicidae : B u tto n  Q uail.

Rallidae : B luebreasted Banded Q uail, B anded C rake , R uddy  
C rake , W hitebreasted  W aterhen , P u rp le  M o o rh en , 
K o ra , C oo t, M oorhen .

Jae<»iidae : P heasant-ta iled  Jacana , B ronze w inged Jacana.

eharadriidae  : M any  species including  R edw attled  Lapw ing, 
R inged P lover. S andpiper, P in ta il Snipe, F an ta il 
Snipe, Jack  Snipe, P ain ted  Snipe, etc.
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Cotumbidae : C o m m on  G reen  P igeon, G rey-fron ted  G reen  
P igeon, Im peria l P igeon, Blue R ock-P igeon , R ufous 
T urtle  D ove, R ing  D ove, R ed T urtle  D ove, S potted  
D ove, E m era ld  D ove.

Psittacidae  : L arge P arakee t, R ose-ringed P arakeet, B lossom 
headed P arakeet.

CucuUdae : In d ian  C uckoo , C om m on H aw k-C uckoo, P lain
tive C u ck o o , K oel, S irker C uckoo , C row  Pheasan t.

Strigidae : B arb  O w l, C ollcard  Scops O w l, B row n F ish  Owl,
Jung le  O w let, S po tted  O w let, S hort-eared  Owl.

Caprimulgidae : Jung le  N igh tja r, C o m m on  In d ia n  N ig h tja r 
F ra n k lin  N igh tja r.

Apodidae : H ouse Swift, P alm  Swift, C rested  Swift.

Alcidinidae : P ied K ingfisher, C o m m on  K ingfisher, S to rk 
billed  K ingfisher, W hiteb reasted  K ingfisher.

M eropidae : G reen  Bee-eatcr, B lue-tailed Bee-eatcr.

Coraciidae : B lue-Jay o r In d ian  R oller.

Upopidae : H oopoe.

Capitonidae : C ream sonbreasted  B arbe t, B lue-throated  B arbet.

Picidae : R u fouse  W oodpecker, G olden-backed  W oodpecker,
P ied  W oodpecker.

Pittidae : In d ia n  P itta .

Alaudidae : A ssam  B usb-L ark , A shycrow ned F in ch  l i t f k ,
S an d la rk , E astern  Skylark .

Hirundinidae : P la in  Sand M artin , W ire-tailed Swallow.

Laniidae : B lack-headed Shrike, B row n Shrike.

Oriolidae : B lack-headed O riole, G o lden  O riole.

Dicruridae : B lack D rongo .

A rtam idae : A shy Swallow  Shrike.

Sturnidae : C o m m on  M yna, B rahm iny M yna, G rey-headed 
M yna, P ied  M yna , B ank  M yna, Jungle M yna, Roay 
P astu r.

Irenidae : C o m m on  lo ra .

Pycnonotidae  : R edvented  B ulbul, R cdw hiskcrcd Bulbul.

Paridae : G rey  T it.
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Campephagidae : Pied F lycatcher Shrike, C om m on W ood- 
shrike, L arge C uckoo S hrike, B lack-headed  C uckoo 
S hirke, G rey  C uckoo Shrike, Sm all M inivet.

Corvidae ; R ufous T rec-pie, H ouse C row , Jung le  C row .

M uscicapidae : Several species including  R ufous-bellied  Bab
bler, Y ellow -breastcd B abbler, Y ellow-eyed Babbler, 
Jung le  B abbler, S tria ted  B abbler, B row n F lycatcher, 
F a n ta il F lycatcher, B lue-throated  F lyca tcher, T ickell’s 
Blue F lycatcher, P arad ise F lycatcher, B iacknapped  
F lycatcher, S treaked  F an ta il W arb ler, S treaked  Long- 
ta il W arb ler, A shy  L ongtail W arb ler, G rass W arb le r, 
T a ilo rb ird , S triated  M arsh  W arbler, Reed W arb ler, 
Paddyfield W arbler, L eaf W arb ler, R u b y -th ro a t, 
B lue-th roat, M agpie R o b in , B lack R ed sta rt, S tone 
C h a t, Bush C h a t, Blue R o ck  T h ru sh , O range-headed 
G ro u n d  T h ru sh , etc.

M otacillidae : T ree P ip it, Paddyfield P ip it, D a rk  P ip it, 
Y ellow  W agtail, P ied  W hite W agtail, W hite  W agtail.

D fcaeidae : Thickbilled F lo w er pecker, T ickell’s F low er 
pecker.

Necterinidae : P u rp le  rum ped  S unbird , Y ellow backed S u n b ird ,

Zosteropidae : W hite-eye.

Ploceidae : H ouse S parrow , Baya, Red M un ia , W hite- 
th ro a ted  M un ia , S potted  M u n ia , W hite-backed  M un ia , 
C h estn u t M unia .

Fringillidae : Roscfinch.

Em berizidae : W hitebreated  B un ting , G reyheaded  B unting , 
etc.

A  n u m b er o f  snakes occur in  the  d istric t. T he K in g  C o b ra  
{N aja najd) is  th e  com m onest an d  m o s t po isonous o f  all the  
snakes. O ther com m on snakes include th e  R a t Snake or 
D ham an, th e  co m m o n  K ara it, an d  som e species o f  g rass snakes 
as well as w ate r snakes. T h e  K in g  C o b ra  an d  B anded  K a ra it 
ca n  g row  to  a  leng th  o f 7 or 8 feet. P y th o n  is also  occasion
ally  fo und  som e o f  w hich grow  to  12 feet in  leng th , b u t in d i
v iduals can  a tta in  20 feet even. T he lizards include th e  G ecko 
w hich is m ore  com m on  in  the  north -w estern  p a r t o f  the  d istric t, 
th e  w all lizards, an d  the  skinks. T he M o n ito r  L izard  o r  Gui- 
sanp  is m et w ith  along th e  edges o f  th e  beels, w hile th e  com 
m o n  river tu r tle  is found  in  m o st o f  th e  rivers.
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D in a jp u r was a t one tim e fam ous fo r its fish an d  was Fish.
Icnown in  th e  M a h ab b a ra ta  as M atsya D esh, o r the  fish co u n 
try . T h is is no  longer th e  case an d  the p rincipal fish supply  
is now  ob ta ined  by  tra in  from  o th er p laces o n  the  G anges.
D u rin g  the  ra in y  season , w hen the  rivers a re  sw ollen, th e  local 
fish supply  is especially scan ty , ow ing to  the  inadequacy  o f  the 
m ethods o f  th e  fisherm en in  coping  w ith  th e  deep an d  rap id  
w aters.

T h e  m ost com m on  fish in  th e  d istric t is p robab ly  th e  carp , 
o f  w hich the  best know n species a re  the  rohu (Labeo rohiia), 
a n d  th e  ka tla  (C atla  buchanani). B oth  o f  these a re  com m only 
rea red  in  ta n k s  an d  som etim es a tta in  a  large size. T hey  are  a  
favourite  tab le  fish, an d  are  p o p u la r  and  acceptable g ift am ongst 
th e  h igher classes. T here  a re  a lso  fo und  the follow ing : the  boal, 
a  fresh  w ater sh a rk  {W allago a itu )  popu larly  supposed in  the 
h isto ric  ta n k  o f  T apand igh i to  a tta in  th e  incredible leng th  o f  
20ft; the  m agur, a  cat fish, w hich is m uch  esteem ed as d ie t for 
invalids a n d  convalescents, no tw ithstand ing  its repulsive ap p ear
an ce ; th e  p a fta  {callichrus pubda), a  sm all b u t pala tab le  tab le 
fish ; th e  shol ipphiocephalus striatus), a  snake-headed fish, 
w hose fry  a re  n o t on ly  well flavoured b u t o f  a  p retty  gold 
co lo u r a n d  are  som etim es kep t fo r  the ir beau ty  in  glass bow l; 
o th e r snake-headed  fishes such as the  gajal, gorai an d  cheng: 
th e  k a i (Anabas scandens) o r  th e  clim bing perch, w h ic h ’ is 
d istinguished  by its  ability  to  get from  one piece o f  w ater to  
an o th e r ; the  K hoksa (Trichogasrer fascia tus);  th e  bheda,
(Ornandus m arm oratus), th e  bairn (M a^terceinbelus arm aius) 
a n  eel-shaped fish fo und  in  tan k s, m uddy  rivers an d  sluggish 
s tream s; the tepa (Tetradon p a to ka ), a  sm all fish.

A lm ost all the  fresh  w ater varieties o f  fishes are available List of fishc*. 
in  the  d istric t, the  m ore im p o rta n t am ong  w hich are  (1)
C A R P S  : K atla  (C atla catla), ruhu (Labeo rohiia), K albaus  
{labeo calbasu), gon i (Labeo gonius), bata (labeo baia), mrigel 
(C irrhina m rigala), reba (C irrhins reba), (2) C A T  F IS H E S  : 
boal (wallagonia a ttu ), a ir (M y s tu s  aor), tengra (M y stu s  gulio), 
r ita  (R ita  rita), pungash (Pangasics p m g a s iu s) , silon (Silonia  
silondia), Pabda (Callichrous pabda), Bacha (Eutropiichthys  
\a ch a ), garua (Pseudeutropiys garus), (3) F E A T H E R  B A C K S : 
fo lo i (N a top terus notopterus), chital (N atopterus chitala),
M U R R E L S  : tala (Ophiceophalus p uncia tu s), sole (Opbicephalus 
stria tus), sa l (Opaiccphalus marulius maruUus), cheng (Ohpicepha- 
lus gachua), (5) JE O L  F IS H E S  : singhi (H eteropneustes fo ss ilis) , 
m agur (Clarius batrachus), K o i (Anabas testudineus), Kholisha,
(C olisa  lalius), Trichogaster  spp , (6) P U N T I : pu n ti (Barbus 
puntius), saral p u n ti (Barbus sarana), titpunti (Barbus tic to ).
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(7) O T H E R  M IS C E L L A N E O U S  V A R IE T IE S  : darke (Esom u  
danricus), rashora {Rashora  spp .), techokhoi {Panchax panchax) 
darke {Rashora daniconius), banshpati {Aila colia), chanda  
{Am bassis spp), morula (Am bluhparyangoden m ola), (8 ) 
M U L L E T S  : liza {M ug i),kharsu la  {Carsulland). (9 )C L U P E ID S : 
ilish {H ilsa ilisha), chapila (Gadusia chapra).

Oimate. T h e  d istric t o f  D inajpur lies n o rth  o f  the  T ro p ic  o f  C ancer,
and  its clim ate app rox im ates m ore to  th a t o f  B ihar (Ind ia ) th a n  
to  th a t o f  th e  easte rn  districts o f  B angladesh. T he w inter 
season m ay be said  to  set in  early  in  N ovem ber an d  to  co n tin u e  
un til the end  o f  F ebruary . A lthough  in  a  n o rm al year th e  days 
begin  to  be h o t tow ards the  la te r p a r t  o f  F eb ruary , th e  n ights 
rem ain  coo l un til well in to  A pril. T h e  sum m er season begins 
w ith  stro n g  wes‘erly  w inds a round  the  beginning o f  M arch  and 
continues u p to  early  June. T he w est is the  prevailing  w ind 
till ab o u t th e  m iddle o f  A pril. By A pril the n o r’w ester th u n d e r
sto rm s begin to  occur w hich bring  heavy show ers fairly  fre
quen tly  un til M ay. T he clim ate du ring  the sum m er season  is 
by no m eans unbearab le . W ith  the  break  o f  the  m onsoon , 
w hich generally  occurs a ro u n d  th e  beginning o f  June , the  ra in y  
sea?on com m ences and  continues till th e  end o f  S eptem ber o r 
beginning o f  O ctober. T he heaviest ra in  usually  falls in  June , 
Ju ly , A ugust an d  Septem ber. W ith  the  setting in  o f  the  ra in s 
th e  clim ate changes and  becom es excessively m oist. T h e  h igher 
relative hum idity  from  A ugust to  th e  m iddle o f  O ctober m akes 
th e  w eather depressing. F rom  the  m iddle o f  O ctober, the  nights 
becom e appreciab ly  cooler, th ough  th e  days rem ain  h o t 
fo r som e tim e longer. D uring  the  w in ter season days a re  b rig h t 
an d  sunny an d  the  atm osphere crisp an d  d e a r . D in a jp u r is 
th e  coldest d istric t in  B angladesh and  so som etim es in  
Jan u ary  fires a re  necessary. L ittle  rainfalls d u ring  the  w in ter 
w ith the exception o f  som e light show ers tow ards the  end o f  
D ecem ber, and  a  th u n d ersto rm  o r tw o in  F ebruary . In  D ecem 
ber easterly  an d  northerly  w inds are com m on.

Temperature. Jan u ary  w ith  its m ean  62 -0°F  is th e  coldest m o n th  o f  th ^
w inter season w hich lasts from  ab o u t the  end o f N ovem ber 
to  th e  m iddle o f  F ebruary . T he m ean m inim um  tem pera tu re  
o f  this m on th  is 49-6° F  w hich is also the low est reco rd  o f  
th e  coun try . B u t the low est tem pera tu re  ever recorded  in 
B angldcsh was 34°F a t  D in a jp u r on  F eb ru ary  3,1905-^

T he January  average m axim um  is 75*4°F. T he m ean m ini
m um  tem peratu re  varies from  4 9 -6 °F  in  January  to  78 -9  F  in  
Ju ly  giving a  range o f 2 9 ’3'’F . Ju ly  is th e  ho ttest m o n th  in

•Dr. F. Karim K han “An Economic Geography of East Pakistan.”
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D in a jp u r w ith  th e  m ean m onth ly  tem peratu re  o f  8 4 'F .  while 
th e  m ean  m axim um  is 94*3°F  in  A pril. T he d is trib u tio n  o f  
average tem pera tu re  from  M ay to  S eptem ber is alm ost un ifo rm , 
th e  varia tion  being 0 -9 ’ F . T h e  tem pera tu re  du ring  th is  period  
is expected  to  be higher, b u t it  is tem pered  by heavy do w n 
pours, T he ch a rt in  the  next page gives the detailed tem peratu re  
co n d itio n  an d  hum id ity  o f  the  D in a jp u r tow n , D inajpur.
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D in a jp u r receives a n  a n n u a l p rec ip ita tio n  o f  72*26"* T h ere  Rainfall, 
is a  considerab le v aria tion  in  the  ra in fall in  different p a rts  o f  
th e  d istric t. T he n o rth e rn  p a r t, w hich is nearest to  th e  fo o t 
hills o f  th e  H im alayas hav ing  heav ier ra in fall th a n  the  sou thern  
p a r t. A t D in a jp u r to w n  th e  average an n u a l rain fall is 70" while 
a  rain fall o f  ICO" is reco rded  a t  A tw ari fu rth e r north .

T he ra in fall in  th e  co ld  season is exceptionally  light. T he 
m o n th  o f  D ecem ber records th e  low est am o u n t, th a t is 0 -06".
M a rc h  is generally  d ry  w ith  occasional thunder-show ers. The 
sp ring  ra in s  a re  chiefly fro m  n o r’w ester thundersto rm . M ost 
o f  th e  ra in fa ll ta k es  p lace] in  A pril an d  M ay.

T he w eather is n o t usually  very m oist till th e  onset o f 
th e  m o n so o n  w hich occurs ab o u t th e  beginning o f  June. The 
ra in y  season com m ences w ith  th e  break o f  m o n so o n  and  continue 
tiU th e  end  o f  Septem ber. T his period  is th e  w ettest period 
w ith  a b o u t 80 p e r  cent, o f  th e  an n u a l to ta l rainfall. T h e  m on th  
o f  (Ju ly  receives th e  m ax im um  rain fall o f  th is  season  th a t  is 
15*47 inches.

T he ch a r t in  th e  nex t p ag e  gives a  detailed  p ic tu re  o f  the  
ra in fa ll co n d itio n s o f  D in a jp u r a n d  T h ak u rg ao n .
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T h e  hum id ity  o f  th e  atm osphere  is generally high through* HmicJitj.
•out th e  year, never falling  below  60 per cent, H um idity  is
low est in  M arch . W ith  th e  b rea k  o f  m onsoon  in  June, there 
is  a  m a rk e d  increase in  hum idity  th a t is 87-88 per cent, and  
a n  even d is trib u tio n  o f  hum id ity  is found  from  June  to  Septem 
ber. T h e  h ighest percen tage o f  huraid ty  th a t is 88 is recorded 
in  Ju ly  an d  A ugust. In  O ctober, th e re  is a  slight fall, and  
from  th e n  to  th e  end  o f  January  th e re  is a  little change. F ro m  
th e  com m encem ent o f  F eb ruary , th e  decrease in  hum idity
is rap id  till th e  low est percentage o f  63 is reached in  M arch 

■even 46 p e r  cent, was recorded  in  1966 in  the  sam e m onth . The 
v a ria tio n  in  hum id ity  d u ring  th e  w hole m onsoon  period is 
little  over 1 per cen t, w hile th e  annual range is 25 per cent.
T h e  ch a rt in  th e  nex t page gives th e  p ic ture o f  the ex ten t o f
iu m id i ty  a t  D in a jp u r.
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D u rin g  Ja n u a ry  a n d  F eb ru ary  the  a ir  m ovem ent is from  th e  Wind, 
w est fo rm ing  p a r t o f  th e  general d rift o f  a ir  from  th e  G angetic  
p la in . T ow ards the  close o f  F eb ru ary  th e  w esterly a ir w eakens 
m ateria lly  an d  in  A pril th e  w inds a re  exceedingly variable in  
d irec tion  though  considerab ly  stronger th a n  in  the  first tw o  
m o n th s . D am p  easterly  w ind ap p ear in  A pril an d  blow  
in term itten tly . W ith  th e  se tting  in  o f  th e  m o n so o n  in  th e  
beg inn ing  o f  Ju n e  th e  p o rtio n  o f  th e  Bay b ranch  o f  the  so u th 
w est m o n so o n  en ters in to  B angladesh, is deflected w estw ard 
by th e  puU exerted  by  th e  low  pressure  cen tre developed in  
the  T h a r  D esert (In d ia ). T he d irec tion  o f  the  prevailing  w ind  in  
D in a jp u r d u rin g  th e  m onsoon  period , w hich lasts roughly  un til 
th e  m iddle o f  O ctober is from  slightly  to  the  sou th  o f  east.
W ith  th e  te rm in atio n  o f  the ra ins, d ry  no rtherly  an d  n o rth 
easterly  w inds set in  an d  ho ld  un til the end  o f  th e  year.

T he p ressu re  is norm ally  h igh  d u rin g  th e  w in ter season. Pressure.
T h e  h ighest p ressu re recorded  in  D ecem ber is 1,013*0 m b . I t  
m ay  be m entioned  here th a t th is read ing  is the  low est fo r  th e  
co u n try . A fter th e  m o n th  o f  F eb ru ary  th e  pressure tends to  
decrease. T h e  m o n th  o f  Ju ly  records th e  low est figure, th a t is 
994-6  m b. A fte r th is  th e  pressu re  gradually  rises.

T h e  d is tric t is fo rtu n a te  enough  to  have suffered on ly  a few Natural Cal^-
n a tu ra l v isitations like cyclones, floods an d  earthquakes. T here
w as a  severe cyclone in  1787 b u t full details o f  the  dam age b ro u g h t 
by  it a re  lacking. Large areas o f  th e  d istric t w ere inunda ted  
in  1787 w hen th e  T ista  changed  its course b u t th e  dam age 
w as felt m ain ly  in  the  d is tric t o f  R an g p u r. T here a re  an n u a l 
floods in  p a rts  o f  th e  d istric t due to  over-flowing o f  the  banks 
o f  som e o f  th e  rivers a lo n g  p o rtio n s  o f  th e ir  courses. P articu lar 
m en tion  m ight b e  m ade o f  the  lands situated  betw een th e  
T an g an  an d  th e  P u rn a b h ab a . T he dam age to  c rops has never 
been  very severe. A n  acco u n t o f  a  serious flood th a t has 
com e d o w n  to  u s  to o k  p lace in  1892 b u t its ravages w ere felt Floods of 1892. 
m o re  in  th a t p o r tio n  o f  the  und iv ided  d istric t o f  D in a jp u r 
w hich falls w ith in  B angladesh  th a t is th e  area  w hich constitu te  
th e  p resen t d istric t. In  th e  flood o f  1892 th e  to w n  o f  D ina jpu r 
itse lf suffered, th e  river responsib le having  been th e  A tra i.
L arge num bers o f  th e  in h a b ita n ts  o f  the  n o rth e rn  a n d  the 
easte rn  q u arte rs  o f  th e  to w n  o f  D in a jp u r becam e hom eless as a  
resu lt o f  th e  flood. T he ra ilw ay  line was breached and  m ails 
h a d  to  b e  tran sp o rte d  fo r som e d istance by boat. T h e  big 
N o rth  Bengal flood o f  S ep tem ber an d  O ctober, 1922, d id  n o t 
cause any  appreciab le dam age in  the  district.
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Floods in vuyosi In  A ugust 1966, floods follow ed incessant rain fall fo r  a
few days. I t  rained  so heavily th a t the  silted an d  dried  up  
rivers in  th e  d istric t sim ply could  n o t co n ta in  all the  w ater.

H a lf  o f  D ina jpu r d istric t w as affected by th e  flood. The 
rivers A tra i an d  K anchan  overflowed. M arooned  people 
w ere evacuated  from  different areas o f  the  d istric t. Some 
50 thousand  people were affected by the  floods, extensive 
c ro p  dam age w as also  reported .

Several roads and  bridges w ent under w ater. A t C hirir- 
b an d ar, K ao g ao n  an d  R am nagar, several schools and  m arke t 
p laces w ere subm erged. F lo o d w ate r en tered  th e  R ailw ay  sta ff 
quarte rs  a t C h irirbandar.

R am n ag ar U n io n  w as one o f  th e  w orst-h it areas in  th e  
d istric t. W ater from  the  K an ch an  subm erged som e p a rts  o f  
the  D ina jpu r m unicipal area  to o . O th er affected areas included  
R a jp a ra , M ad ad an g a , M an jh ar, K an ib a ri, R am nagar. and 
G o b ra p ara . A n  a re a  o f  60 square  m iles an d  a  p o p u la tio n  o f 
34,260 was affected. By th is flood, 1,700 houses w ere fully 
an d  1,500 partly  dam aged , 7,730 acres o f  aus, 6,780 acres 
o f  am an  an d  540 acres o f  ju te  land  w ere affected.

Cyclone of 1966. 1966, th e re  w as a  cyclone a t P an ch ag arh
an d  in  the  neighbouring  villages w hich caused dam age to  
houses an d  trees. In  B iram pur b azar an d  D an g ap ara , L ochara , 
Bizuli villages the cyclone con tinued  fo r 23 m inutes.

.Floods of 196X I n  O ctober, 1968 fifteen po lice-sta tions o f  D in a jp u r d is tric t
w ere h it by  flood follow ing heavy ra in  a n d  certa in  o n ru sh  
o f  w ater from  n o rth e rn  side o f  In d ian  te rrito ry . T his flood 
caused a  heavy loss o f  lives an d  p roperty . A rea o f  ab o u t 
715*20 square  m iles w ere over-flooded an d  20 persons includ ing  
five w om en died. A b o u t 80 per cent, o f  th e  rabi c rops an d  50 
p e rc e n t,  o f  aman  perished an d  a b o u t 1,40,773 acres o f  cropped  
land  affected. M ore  th a n  32,000 houses w ere com pletely  an d  
37,395 houses partially  dam aged  a n d  th e  estim ated m oney 
value o f  loss was Rs.77,64,900. M ore  th a n  7 lakhs o f  people 
W ere severly efifccted in  the  74 un ions o f  th e  d istric t. T here 
w ere a lso  rep o rts  o f  loss o f  12,174 livestocks. E m bankm en ts  o f  
4  m iles an d  five bridges d ism antled . T h e  estim ated  loss o f  
fru its  an d  trees rose to  Rs.75,811 and  th e  detailed  dam age to  
ro a d s  w ent u p to  568^ m iles. T he to ta l am o u n t o f  re lie f  and  
g ran ts p rovided  to  m eet the  s itu a tio n  was as follow s. G overn 
m en t sources: Rice— 7,700 m aunds, W heat— 1,25,495 m aunds, 
M aize— 26,505 m aunds, H .B . g ran ts— R s.3,50,000, T est re lief 
m oney— R s .l ,00,000 an d  T est R elief m oney u n d er W orks P ro 
gram m e— R s. 2,00,000. P rivate S ource:— R s. 13,098*25 also
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received clo thes, rice an d  relief m ateria ls  from  various sources 
a n d  R ed C ross Society. F o re ig n  Sources— 20 cases o f  m ilk 
pow der, 200 cases Segu liqu id , 35 m etric to n s  o f  d ried  m ilk , 
a n d  17 m etric to n s  o f  b u tle r  oil.

L oans: H .B . lo an — R s. 1.00,000, Fertilizer loan— Rs. 1,50,000’
W heat seed loan— R s.2,50,000, Seed lo a n  (o ther th a n  w hea t)—
R s.75,000 and  H and  sprayers s e t  loan— Rs.20,000.

A n  ea rth q u ak e  w hich requ ires to  be no ticed  is th e  one Ea^hquakc of 
w hich  to o k  place in  1897. T his ea rth q u ak e  caused considera- 
a b le  dam age to  build ings. T he o th e r  ea r th  trem ors recorded  
w ith in  th e  d istric t d o  n o t qualify  fo r th e  te rm  ‘ea rth q u ak e’.

Fam ines have occured in  the  d istric t as a  resu lt o f  d ro u g h t. Droughts: The 
T h e lack  o f  ra in fall s tan d s in  the  w ay o f  ag ricu ltu re an d  resu lts fam*ines*wid 
in  a  scarcity  o f  foodgra ins. T he earliest fam ine o f  w hich an y  scarcities. Relief 
reco rd  is  availab le is th e  one o f  1769-70. T his d istric t, a long  
w ith  th e  o th er d istric ts  o f  Bengal, suffered great h ardsh ips 
d u rin g  th a t fam ine. T he nex t reco rd  o f  a  scarcity  o f  food 
g ra in s re la tes to  the  year 1865-66 w hen  th e  p rice o f  rice show ed 
a lm o st one h u n d red  p er cent, rise in  the  year. T he scarcity  o f  
1865-66 w as, how ever, n o t considered to  be serious an d  no  special 
m easu res had  to  be ad o p ted  fo r res to ring  n o rm al price levels.

T here w as a  very severe fam ine in  1873-74 in  th e  w hole Famine of 1873- 
o f  N o rth e rn  Bengal. T h e  d is tric t o f  W est D in a jp u r n a tu ra lly  
suffered fro m  th is  fam ine. T he circum stances w hich b rough t 
a b o u t the  fam ine w ere th u s  described by th e  H o n o u rab le  
S ir R ichard  T em ple, th e  then  L ieu tenant G overno r o f  Bengal.

‘•In Bengal an d  B ihar, afte r a  season  o f  ex trao rd inary  
h ea t d u rin g  M ay  an d  Jlinc  o f  1873, the  ra in  d id  n o t begin 
till la te , th a t is in  Ju ly , an d  even th e n  was scanty. I t  lasted  
m o re  o r  less, b u t never abu n d an tly , till the  end o f  A ugust, 
w hen  it, fo r th e  m o st p a r t, ceased prem aturely . E nough had , 
how ever, fallen  to  secure a  fa ir  yield o f  the  c rops w hich are 
reap ed  in  A ugust an d  Septem ber. L ittle o r  none fell du ring  
th e  w hole au tu m n al season . T he heavy show ers a re  indis- 
pensib le fo r  en su rin g  th e  m a tu rity  o f  th e  rice c rops o f D ecem ber 
( th e  m ost im p o rta n t o f  all th e  crops), a n d  fo r sow ing th e  crops 
w hich are  to  be reaped  in  th e  follow ing spring. A s experience 
show ed th a t th e  consequences o f  d ro u g h t a re  som etim es averted  
b y  ra in  even a t  th e  la st m om ent, hope was n o t ab an d o n ed  till 
th e  en d  o f  O ctober. N o t till then  could  it  be seen w hether the  
ap p reh en sio n  o f  fa ilu re  o f  th e  c rops w ould be realised o r  no t.
By th a t tim e, how ever, it  becam e certa in  th a t w idespread and  
heavy  loss m ust occur in  the  D ecem ber c rops; th a t the  sow ing
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o f  the  spring  c ro p  m ust be sh o rt; a n d  th a t th e  germ inating  
an d  grow ing  o f  w hat had  been sow n m ust be jeopard ised . The 
in jury  to  the  young  spring crops m igh t yet be repa ired , i f  
ra in  should  fall between the  end o f  D ecem ber a n d  the  beg inn ing  
o f  F eb ruary . F ear was chiefly felt fo r B ihar an d  fo r th e  n o rth  
p a r t o f  Bengal, b u t largely also fo r all th e  rest o f  Bengal 
save th e  easte rn  p a rt in  the  basin o f  the  B rah m ap u tra , an d  the  
deltic  reg ion  in  the  so u th , w hich depends o n  in u n d a tio n  ra th e r  th a n  
o n  rainfall. By M arch  even th e  reserved stock  o f  foodgra ins k ep t 
from  the preced ing  year had  becom e exhausted . T h e  stock  o f  rice 
in  th e  m arke t was quite insufficient to  m eet th e  d em an d  a n d  the  
p rice o f  rice  ro se  to  unprecedented  levels. T h e  P olice-stations 
w hich w ere severely affected w ere th e  po lice-sta tions o f  K aliganj, 
R aiganj an d  H em tabad  (a ll in  In d ia) R elief w orks w ere opened  
in  those  areas in  A pril, 1874, and  g ra tu ito u s relief w as 
also  d istribu ted  o n  an  extensive scale. T he re lie f w orks consisted 
chiefly  o f  th e  construc tion  o f  new  ro ad s  and  th e  repa ir o f  old ones. 
A  large num ber o f  ta n k s were also excavated  o r re -ex cav a ted ” .

Famine of 1908- In  th e  year 1891 and  1897 p artia l failures o f  c rops occured
an d  th e  price o f  essential com m odities increased. T he scarcity  in  
these years cou ld  be tack led  com paratively  easily  b u t som eth ing  
like a  fam ine aga in  m ade its appearance in  the  d is tric t in  1908- 
1909. T he cause o f  th is  fam ine w as aga in  con tinued . D ro u g h t 
th ro u g h o u t the  m on ths o f  June , Ju ly  an d  A ugust as a  resu lt o f  
w hich th e re  w as a  to ta l loss o f  w in ter rice, i.e. m m n  rice, in  th e  
po lice-sta tions o f  H em tabad , R aiganj, I ta h a r  (all in  In d ia )  a n d  
a lm o st all over the  then  B alurghat subdivision. T he rabi c ro p  
was also a  failu re fo r w an t o f  m oisture except in  K aligan j a n d  
G an g a ra m p u r (b o th  in  Ind ia) w here a  sm all c ro p  o f  chillies was 
ob ta ined . A ccord ing  to  the C ollector o f th e  d istric t, th e  rea l d istress 
w as d u e  n o t so m uch  to  a  shortage o f  stocks in  th e  m a rk e t, w hich 
were am ple, n o r to  high prices, b u t ra th e r to  the inab ility  o f  the  peo
p le to  buy  food  an d  the co n trac tio n  o f  cred it. A ccord ing  to  him  
th e  shortage o f  m oney was due to  the  fac t th a t in  th e  prev ious 
year w hen th e  price o f  rice suddenly  w ent u p  w ith  su rp rising  ra p i
d ity  to  th e  a lm ost unprecedented  figure o f  R s.3-I2-0  per raau n d , the  
cu ltiva to rs p ro m p tly  sold the ir en tire  stock  an d  in  som e cases, even 
seed grain . R elie f w orks w ere s ta rted  in  R aiganj, I ta h a r  an d  H em ta
bad . G ra tu ito u s  relief was also given on  a n  extensive scale. T h e  
fam ine passed o ff nex t year w hen there w as aga in  n o rm al ra in fa ll.

Scarcity of 1919 ^^29 there was again  a  scarcity in  th e  th en  B alu rghat su b d i-
and 1938. vision an d  as m uch as R s.5,59,975 had  to  be advanced  as agricu l

tu ra l loans fo r th e  alleviation  o f distress. In  1938 also  th e re  
w as a  fa ilu re  o f  aman  c ro p  in  th e  sam e areas fo r w h ich  
R.s.97,000 had to  be given as agricu ltu ral loans.



C H A PT E R  II

h i s t o r y

(a) A ncient P eriod

I n  an c ien t tim es, th e  p re se n t d is tr ic t o f  D in a jp u r fo rm ed  p a r t  Legendary 
o f  th e  K in g d o m  o f  P u n d ra v a rd h an a . T h e  Vishayas  (d is tr ic t)  History, 
o f  K o tiv a rsh a  a n d  P an ch an ag a ri th e n  covered th e  p resen t d is
t r ic t  o f  D in a jp u r. T h e  P u n d ra s  o f  P u n d ra n a g a ra  w ere m en tioned  
fo r th e  firs t tim e  in  A ita rey a  B rahm ana as Da^^aty-people o u t
side A ry a n  s to c k . B odhayana D h a rm a su tra  spoke o f  the  
P u n d ra s  in h a b itin g  th e  b e lt a s  o u ts id e  th e  pa le  o fV ed ic  cu ltu re .

Som e C hinese p ilg rim s no ticed  A so k an  p illa rs  in  m a n y  p a r ts  4fh century 
o f  P u n d ra v a rd h a n a  an d  th e  discovery o f  a n  o ld  B rahm i 
in sc rip tio n  a t  M a h as ta n ag a rh  confirm s M au ry an  au th o rity  over 
th is reg ion . A cco rd ing  to  B riha tka thakosha  o f  H arishena,
B h ad rab ah u , th e  Ja in a  g u ru  o fC h a n d ra g u p ta  M a u ry a ,w a s  a  son 
o f  a  B rahm in  o f  K o tiv a rsh a  in  P u n d ra v a rd h an a . B h ad rab ah u  
w as th e  a u th o r  o f  K alpasuira,

T h e discovery  o f  a  n u m b er o f  in sc rip tio n s  o f  th e  G u p ta  an d  3rd century 
la te r  G u p ta  perio d s w ith in  th e  d is tric t o f  D in a jp u r bears am ple 
te stim ony  to  th e  sw ay o f  th e  G u p ta s  over P u n d ra v a rd h an a .
F ive co p p e r p la te s  w ere d iscovered in  th e  v illage o f  D am o d a rp u r 
in  P h u lb a ri P.S. a n d  one a t  B aigram  in  H ili P .S ., now  in  Ind ia .
O f  th e  five co p p er-p la te  in sc rip tions fo und  a t  D am o d a rp u r, tw o 
re la te  to  th e  re ig n  o f  K u m ara -g u p ta  I , tw o  to  th e  re ig n  o f 
B u d h a -g u p ta , a n d  the  fifth  to  th e  re ig n  o f  a  la te r G u p ta  
em pero r w hose nam e co u ld  n o t b e  dec iphered , b u t  w ho re igned  
in  th e  year 224 o f  th e  G u p ta  e ra  co rresp o n d in g  to  544 A .D .
T h e  B aig ram  co p p er-p la te  in sc rip tio n  is o f  th e  year 128 o f  the  
G u p ta  e ra  co rresp o n d in g  to  448 A .D . an d  th u s  refers to  th e  
re ig n  o f  K u m a ra -g u p ta  I. T he G u p ta  pow er d isappeared  from  
N o rth  B engal to w ard s th e  en d  o f  th e  6 th  cen tu ry  A .D .

G o p a la , w ho fo u n d ed  th e  P a la  dynasty , was elected  by  th e  MiddleoftheSih 
peop le  som etim e tow ards th e  m iddle o f  th e  8 th  cen tu ry  A . D . 
to  ru le  over Bengal. H e (c  750 A .D .) estab lished  P ala  a u th o rity  in  izfb century 
the  d is tr ic t. H is son, D h arm ap a la  (c 770— c 810 A .D .), w as engaged 
in  w arfa re  w ith  the  P ra tih a ra s  fo r th e  hegem ony o f  N o rth  Ind ia .
H e w as succeeded by  his son  D evapala , w ho w as e q u a lly  pow er
fu l as a  k ing. B u t the  g lory  o f  th e  P a la  E m pire declined 
rap id ly  a f te r  the  d e a th  o f  D evapala  as h is five successors (Y igra- 
p a la  I, N a ra y a n p a la , R a jy ap ala , G o p a la  II  an d  V igrapala I I)  were
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aU w eak a n d  th e re  is n o th in g  o f  in te re s t to  reco rd  a b o u t them . 
N ex t, M ah ip a la  I, w ho succeeded to  the  th ro n e  in  a b o u t 980 A .D ., 
cou ld  recover the  fo rt nes o f  the  P alas to  som e ex ten t. He was 
succeeded by N ayapala  an d  his successor w as V ig rahapala  III. 
N ex t, M ah ipala  II  ascended  th e  th ro n e  o f  th e  P alas in  a b o u t 
1080 A .D . T here  was a  p o p u la r up ris in g  led by  o n e  D ivya, a  
fisherm an by  caste, d u ring  the  re ig n  o f  M ah ip a la  II. D ivya 
deposed M ah ipala  II . T he P ala pow er w as thus tem p o rarily  eclipsed 
in  N o rth  Bengal. S urapala  was succeeded by R am ap a la  w ho 
recovered V arendri a fte r  defeating  an d  k illing  B him a, th e  
successor o f  D ivya. T he last k ing  o f  the  dynasty , w ho ru led  
over N o rth  Bengal, was p ro b ab ly  M ad an ap a la . T h e  ru le  o f  the  
Palas over, a t  least, N o rth  Bengal can  be said  to  h av e  lasted  
fo u r h u n d red  years.

Middle of 12th M adanapala  w as defeated  by  V ijaya Sena o f  th e  Sena 
lW ? A .o '^ ^ n a  dynasty . T he p ro g en ito r o f  the  dynasty  w as one V irasena b u t 
period). detailed  genealogy is fo rthcom ing  only  fro m  S am an lasena.

T he Senas p ro b ab ly  cam e to  B engal from  K a rn a ta  in  S o u th  
Ind ia. T hey  se ttled  in  R a d h a  now  in W est B engal a n d  becam e 
lo  i ch ie fta in s  u n d er th e  P alas an d  g rad u a lly  o u sted  them  
tak in g  ad v an tag e  o f  the  decline o f  th e  P a la  pow er. S am an ta- 
sena’s son was H em antasena. I t  w as H em a n ta sec a’s son  V ijayasena 
w ho defeated  th e  la s t P a la  k ing . T h e  ru le  o f  th e  Senas over 
N o rth  Bengal, how ever, w as ra th e r  shortlived  as th e  Sena 
k ingdom  w as replaced by the M uslim  pow er es tab lished  by 
M uham m ad  B akh tiyar K halji in  app ro x im ate ly  1204 A .D . 
V ijayasena, V allalasena and  L akshm anasena w ere the  Sena k ings 
who ru led  over N o rth  Bengal betw een the  first h a lf  o f  th e  12th 
cen tu ry  A .D . an d  the  beg inn ing  o f  th e  13lh cen tu ry  A .D-

(b) M edieval period .

M alik  Ik h tiy a ru d d in  M u h am m ad  B akh tiyar K h alji defeated  
L akshm anasena by  a  su rp rise a t ta c k  in  1204 A .D . L ak sh raan a- 
sena appears to  have re trea te d  in to  E ast B engal a fte r h is defeat. 
B akh lyar did n o t send any  tro o p s  in  p u rsu it o f  th e  fug itive  
king. Between 1204 an d  1205 he fairly  com pleted  his conquest 
o f  th e  V aren d ra  tra c t  w ith  th e  h is to ric  city  o f  G a u r . D ev k o l 
(B angarh ). a b o u t te n  m iles so u th  o f  m odern  D in a jp u r w hich  is 
now  in  W est D in a jp u r (Ind ia) appears to  have been the  sea t o f  
G o v ern m en t o f  th e  K halji M aliks for ab o u t tw o decades, a f te r  
w h ich  th e  sea t o f G overnm en t w as rem oved fro m  D ev k o t to  
G au r. B akh tiyar th en  devoted h im self to  th e  peaceful a d 
m in is tra tio n  o f  his new ly cnquered  land . He s ta r te d  
his fam ous exp ed itio n  to  T ibe t fro m  th e  to w n  o f  
D ev k o t in  1206 A .D . H e le ft A li M ardan  K halji in  S a rk a r
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G h o ra g h a t to  w atch  th e  ea s te rn  f ro n tie r  from  his h ea d q u arte rs  
a t Barsul. T h e  T ib e t e x p e J itio n  ended  d isa stro u sly  an d  B akh ti- 
y a r  K halji w as assass ina ted  b y  ‘A ll M ard an  K h a lji w hile he w as 
ly ing  ill a t  D ev k o t o n  his re tu rn  fro m  th e  T ib e t exped ition  
(1206). M u h am m ad  B ak h tiy a r K halji had  th e  K hutbah  read  
an d  co ins s tru c k  in  his ow n nam e. M o sq u es, m ad rasas  an d  
K hanqahs  a ro se  in  th e  new  ab o d e  o f  Islam  th ro u g h  B a k h tiy a r’s 
beneficence, a n d  h is exam ple  w as w orth ily  im ita ted  by h is 
A m irs. D r. K .R . Q an u n g o  o b served : “ M alik  Ik h tiy a ru d d in  
M u h am m ad  B akh tiyar w as indeed  the  m ak er o f  th e  m edieval 
h is to ry  o f  B engal” .

M u h am m ad  S h iran  K halji, o n e  o f  th e  officers o f  M uham m ad  
B ak h tiy a r K halji, h av in g  heard  th e  new s o f  th e  trag ic  en d  o f  
h is  m aste r, h u rried ly  m arch ed  w ith  his arm y fro m  L ak h n o r o r 
N a g a r  in  th e  B irbhum  d is tric t, an d  reached  D ev k o t to  p u n ish  
A li M ard an . A li M a rd a n  was cap tu red  an d  im prisoned , an d  
th e  in te rre g n u m  te rm in a ted  w ith  th e  elec tion  o f  M u h a m m a d  
S h iran  by  th e  K h alji A m irs as the  ru le r  o f  L ak h n aw ati (c 1207 
A D ) .  S h iran  w as a n  independen t ru le r  w ith  th e  title  o f  S u ltan  
A laudd in , hav ing  th e  K hutba  read  in  his nam e an d  also  perh ap s 
issu ing  coins in  h is ow n nam e. A li M a rd a n  succeeded in  escaping 
fro m  th a t p la  -e a n d  fleeing to  D elh i, w here he in stiga ted  
S u ltan  Q u tb -u d d in  A ibak  to  send an  arm y  ag a in st M alik  Izz-uddin  
M u h am m ad  S h iran  K halji. Q ae-raaz-R um i, th e  G o v ern o r o f  
th e  province o f  O udh , w as o rdered  by S u ltan  Q u tb -udd in  to  
p roceed to  L akhnaw ati to  se ttle  th e  d ispu te  am ong the  K halji 
A m irs. M alik  Izz  uddin  M uham m ad  Shiran evacuated  D ev k o t 
in  th e  face o f  the  advancing  arm y a n d  re trea ted  eastw ard  be
y ond  th e  P u n arb h av a  river. Q ae-m az-R um i occupied D ev k o t 
an d  it w as a t  his suggestion  th a t H usam -uddin  Twaz was 
ap p o in ted  as th e  chief-ho lder o f  D evko t. T h e  pow er o f  the  
D elh i S u ltan a te  over L akhnaw ati w as thus re-established.
H usam -udd in  Twaz ru led  over the  g rea ter p a r t  o f  the  princi
pality  o f  L akhnaw ati as a  vassal o f  the D elhi S u ltana te  till Ali 
M ardan  ag a in  appeared  on  th e  scene. Tn 1208 A .D ., Ali M ard an  
ob ta in ed  the  v ice-royalty  o f  L akhnaw ati fro m  Q u th -u d d in  
A ibak . B ut a fte r Q u tb -udd in ’s d ea th  in  1210 he becam e in 
d ep en d en t and  openly assum ed th e  title  o f  S u ltan . His reign 
w as, how ever, shortlived  a n d  he w as killed in  1213 A .D . by  
the  K halji nobles w ho elected H usam uddin  Twaz as ru ler.
He to o k  the  tit le  o f  S ultan  G hiyasuddin  Twaz K halji an d  ru led  
th e  k ingdom  o f  L akhnaw ati fo r a b o u t fourteen  years (1213-27 
A .D .) He transfe rred  the  seat n f  G overnm ent from  D evko t to  the 
h is to ric  c ity  o f  G aur-L akhnaw ati. Tn 1227 A .D . he w as defeated 
a t  th e  hands o f  N asiruddin , the  eldest son  o f  S u ltan  Tltutmish.
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D u rin g  1227-81 A .D ., fou rteen  governors w ere in  pow er a t 
L akhnaw ati. Som e o f  them  declared  them selves as independen t 
su ltans. S u ltan  Balban personally  invaded Bengal a n d  succeeded 
in  defeating  an d  killing S u ltan  M ughisudd in  T ughril. H e le ft 
h is  youngest son, B ughra K h an , as the  G overno r o f  Bengal in  
1282 A .D . B u t B ughra K h an  declared  h is independence o f  
D elh i an d  to o k  the  tit le  o f  S u ltan  N asirudd in . U n d er him  
B engal w as d iv ided in to  fou r governorsh ips o f  B ihar, S ap tag ram , 
Bang a n d  D evko t. I t  was d u ring  th e  reign o f  S u ltan  R ukn- 
u d -d in  K aikaus, the  son  o f  S u ltan  N asirudd in  th a t a  m osque 
was construc ted  a t  D evkot. T he K ingdom  o f  L ak h n aw ati co n 
tinued  to  enjoy independence till S u ltan  G hiyasuddin  T ughluq  
reduced  i t  aga in  to  a  province o f  h is em pire  (1324A ,D .).

1342AD. 1487 ^  ch ap te r w as opened in  th e  h isto ry  o f  Bengal when
A.D- o n e  H aji Ilyas succeeded in  estab lish ing  h im self  as the

m aster o f  th e  w hole o f  Bengal under th e  title  o f  S harasuddin  
Ilyas Shah in  1342 A .D . The Ilyas Shahi dynasty  ru led  over 
Bengal t i l l  1487 A .D . T here was a  sh o rt in te rregnum  o f  a 
few years d u rin g  w hich the Ilyas Shahi dynsasty  w as su p p lan ted  
by  one R a ja  G anesh , w ho was one o f  th e  nob les in  th e  co u rt 
o f  the  then  Ilyas Shahi king. His son, Ja d u , was converted  to  Islam  
a n d  ru led  as Ja laludd in . N ex t k ing was Sham suddin  A hm ad , 
son  o f  Ja laludd in . A ccording to  S ir Jad u n a th  S arkar, G anesh  
was a  b a ro n  o f  D ina jpu r who had  a n  independent an d  here
d ita ry  source o f  s tren g th  in  his large ancestral es ta te  a n d  per
sonal con tingen t o f  tro o p s  n o t in  the  S u ltan ’s pay. In  the 
en d  G anesh  usurped  th e  th rone. T he Ilyas Shahi d yn a s ty  was 
aga in  reinstated  a fte r th e  assassination  o f  Sham suddin  A hm ad 
Shah, in  the person  o f  N asirudd in  M ahm ud  (1442— 1459 A .D ). 
T h e  Ilyas Shahi Sultans reigned fo r a  p re tty  long tim e (till 
1487 A .D .) a n d  du ring  this period  th e  Sultans cam e to  regard  
Bengal as the ir native land , an d  people accepted them  as the ir 
Su ltan . R ela tions betwen the  H indus a n d  M uslim s a tta ined  
som e stab ility  an d  we find H indus accepted as nobles in  the 
c o u r t o f  th e  Ilyas Shahi S u ltans . O ne o f  th e  S u ltans, R u k n - 
u d d in  B arkbak  Shah , show ed g reat in te rest in  Bengali lite ra tu re .

I487A .D .— 1576 T h e six years in tervening  betw een 1487 a n d  1493 w ere years 
o f  tu rm o il. R u k n -u d d in  B arbak  S hah  h ad  b ro u g h t in to  B engal 
a b o u t e ig h t th o u sa n d  A byssinian slaves w hom  he em ployed  in  
m o st o f  the  key positio n s o f  th e  S ta te . T h e  A byssin ians v ir
tu a lly  ru led  Bengal d u rin g  these  six years, u n til th e  la s t o f  them  
S ham sudd in  M uzaffar (Sidi B adr D iw ana) w as p u t to  d e a th  by 
Sayyid H usain  w ho w as the  wazir. Sayyid H usain  p u t h im self 
a t  th e  h ead  o f  th e  people w ho h ad  risen  ag a in st S ham sudd in  
M uzaffar. Sayyid H usain  ascended the th ro n e  o f  B engal in
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1493 A .D . under th e  t i t le  o f  A lau d d in  H usain  S hah  an d  he 
fo u n d ed  th e  fam ous H usain  Shahi dyn asty  (1493— 1538). He 
w as a  g rea t p a tro n  o f  Bengali lite ra tu re . H is nam e is even now  
a  household  w ord  sym bolising  good  governm ent. H indus w ere 
a lso  em ployed  in  h ig h  offices d u rin g  th e  re ign  o f  A lau d d in  
H u sain  Shah . A lau d d in  H usain  S hah  reigned  till 1519 A .D .
H e w as succeeded by  his son  N u sra t S hah  w ho re igned  till 
1532 A .D . T h e  d y n as ty  cam e to  an  end  in  1538 w hen B engal 
passed  in to  th e  h an d s  o f  Sher S hah , th e  A fgan . Sher S hah ’s 
successor o n  th e  th ro n e  o f  D elh i w as Islam  Shah . I t  was d u ring  
th e  re ign  o f  Islam  S hah  th a t th e  governo r o f  B engal declared  
h is  independence an d  to o k  th e  t i t le  o f  Sham suddin  M u h am m ad  
S hah  G azi (1553— 55.). H e was defeated  an d  sla in  by a  force 
se n t by Islam  S hah  u n d e r a  H indu ; b u t his son u ltim ately  
estab lished  h im self in  Bengal u n d er the  title  o f  G hiyasuddin  
B ah ad u r S hah  (1556— 60). H is ru le  an d  th e  ru le  o f  his three 
successors w ere sh o rtliv e d  a n d  u ltim ate ly  th e  th ro n e  o f  Bengal 
w as occupied  by T a j K h an  K arra n i in  1564 A .D . T h e  ho u se  o f 
K arra n i ru led  B engal u n til D aiid  K h an  K arran i, th e  last o f  the 
line, was defeated  by A k b ar 's  generals, M unim  K h an , in  1574 
A .D . a n d  K han -i-Jahan  in  1576 A .D .

M u n im  K h a n  sen t a  de tach m en t from  T an d a  (the th e n  Mughal period 
c a p ita l o f  B engal) to  G h o ra g h a t. T he A fghan  Ja g ird a r  was 1757
defeated  an d  slain  an d  his follow ers w ere d riven  in to  C ooch  
Behar. T h e  M ugha l pow er cou ld  n o t, how ever, be estab lished  
in  B engal im m ediate ly , as the  local A fg h an  an d  H indu  Chiefs 
fo u g h t th e  M u g h a l forces w henever o p p o rtu n ity  offered. In  
fac t, M unim  K h an  had  to  recover G h o ra g h a t afresh  a fte r his 
v ic to ry  over D a u d  in  O rissa, as th e  M ugha l rep resen ta tive  a t 
G h o ra g h a t h a d  been d riven  o u t by  K ala p ah a r, B abu M an k ali 
a n d  o th e r  A fghan  chiefs w ho had  com e back  from  K ooch  Behar 
d u rin g  th e  V iceroy’s absence in  O rissa.

T here w ere tw enty-nine M ughal governors betw een 1574 A .D . 
a n d  1727 A .D . o f  w hom  M ansingh  (1598— 1606), Is lam  K han  
<1608— 13), P rince M uham m ad  Shuja (1639— 60), M ir Ju m la  
(1660— 63), S haista  K han  (1663— 78, 79— 88) an d  M ursh id  
Q uli K h an  (1713— 27) w ere very  fam ous. T h e  last viceroy,
M ursh id  Q uli K h an  becam e v irtua lly  independen t o n  acco u n t 
o f  the  w eakness o f  th e  E m p ero r o f  D elhi. H is fo u r successors,
S h u jau d d in  M d. H adi (1727— 39), S arfaraz K h an  (1739— 40),
A livard i K h a n  (1740— 56) an d  S ira juddau lah  (1756— 57), p rac ti
ca lly  ru led  as in d ep en d en t N aw abs. T he d is tric t o f  D in a jp u r 
d u rin g  th is  long  period  o f  a b o u t tw o hundred  years, 
saw  a  new  era  o f  peace an d  progress. Sir Ja d u n a th  S arkar 
sa y s : “ M ughal conquest opened fo r Bengal a  new  era  o f
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peace a n d  p rogress. I t  re-estab lished  th a t  co n ta c t w ith  u p p e r
In d ia  a n d  th ro u g h  u p p e r In d ia  by th e  la n d -ro u te  w ith  th e
co u n tries  o f  C en tra l A sia an d  W este rn  A sia , w hich B engal h a d  
lo st first w hen B uddhism  becam e dead  in  th e  land  o f  i ts  b ir th  
a n d  n ex t w hen its  M uslim  V iceroys th rew  o ff  th e  o verlo rd sh ip
o f  D elh i...........................................Officials, scho lars, p reachers,
trad e rs , a rtisan s an d  soldiers co n tin u ed  to  flock by  th e  la n d - 
ro u te  fro m  the  heart o f  th e  M ugha l em pire in to  w h a t h ad  now  
becom e a  reg u la r w ell-adm inistered  province o f  th a t em pire. 
T he renaissance w hich w e owe to  E ng lish  ru le  early  in  th e  19th  
cen tu ry  h ad  a  p recu rso r, a  faine g lim m er o f  daw n , no  d o u b t,  
tw o hun d red  an d  fifty  years earlier. T hese w ere th e  fru its , th e  
tru ly  g lorious fru its , o f  M u g h a l peace.”

(c) M odern Period.

1767 A.D.— 1947 The d is tric t o f  D in a jp u r cam e u n d e r  the  c o n tro l o f  the  E as t 
In d ia  C om pany  in  1765, th e  year in  w hich the  E ast In d ia  
C om pany  o b ta in ed  th e  Biw ani o f  Bengal. T h e  acqu isition  o f  
the  Diwani by th e  E as t In d ia  C om pany  d id  n o t b ring  a b o u t 
an y  m ajo r change in  th e  adm in istra tive  m achinery  as they 
w an ted  to  rem ain  co n ten t w ith  th e  su rp lu s revenue o f  B engal, 
a fte r  m eeting  th e ir  ob liga tions to  the  N aw ab  a n d  the  E m p ero r 
Shah A lam . W e find the  co u rt o f  D irec to rs , in  1768, lay ing  
th e  b lam e fo r sh o r t co llec tion  o f  th e  revenue o f  D in a jp u r o n  
th e  N aw ab  an d  M uham m ad  R eza K h an  (N aib  o r d ep u ty ). In  
July , 1768, a n  A m il—one B iaja  M o h an  M itra— was ap p o in ted  
fo r co llec tion  o f  revenue o f  th e  D in a jp u r d is tric t. A  change in  
th is  system  w as b ro u g h t ab o u t d u rin g  th e  G ov ern o rsh ip  o f  
V erelst. M r. H . C o ttre ll w as ap p o in ted  superv isor to  supervise 
th e  co llection  o f  revenue an d  to  g a th e r  detailed  in fo rm atio n  o n  
every aspect o f  the  d is tric t w ith  p a rticu la r  stress on  the  revenue 
system . U n d e r W arren  H astings, it  was decided th a t a  
C om m ittee  o f  C ircu it w as to  be ap p o in ted  to  visit the  p rin c ip a l 
d istric ts  an d  to  fo rm  the  revenue se ttlem en t fo r five years. T h e  
com m ittee  o f  C ircu it visited D in a jp u r in  Ja n u ary , 1773. F ive  
P rovincial C ouncils were set up . T here  was to  be a  P rov inc ia l, 
C ouncil a t  D in a jp u r having  charge o f  the  d is tr ic t o f  D ina jpu r, 
S ilbarries, P u rnea, R angpur, E d rack p u r, B aharbund , C ooch  
Behar, a n d  R angam ati. In  1780, a  M ufassa l D iw ani A da la t 
w as estab lished  a t  T a jp u r hav ing  ju risd ic tio n  over H aveli 
P in jerah  o r  D in a jp u r, p a r t o f  P u rn ea , the  d is tric t o f  M a ld a  an d  
p a r t  o f  R ajshah i, ea st o f  th e  G anges.

The Dinajpur In  1780 A .D ., R aja B aidyanath  o f  D in a jp u r d ied  w ith o u t
Raj family. Sarasw ati, ad o p ted  a  young  boy

nam ed R a d h an a th  an d  acted as th e  gu rd ian  o f  the  m inor. O n
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p ay m en t o f  a  succession fee o f  730 m ohurs, th e  R an i o b ta in ed  
f ro m  the  E ast In d ia  C om pany  a  Sanad  d ec la rin g  R a d h a n a th  
successor o f  B aidyanath . T ak in g  ad v an tag e  o f  th e  ten d er age 
o f  the  new  M a h ara ja , th e  E as t In d ia  C om pany  farm ed  o u t the  
Z am indari to  o n e  D evi S ingh to  ensu re  collection  o f  revenue.
D evi S ingh by h is exactions an d  oppressions d rove th e  p easan try  
in to  rebellion . T he rebe llion  assum ed such  m ag n itu d e  th a t 
tro o p  h a d  to  be called  in  a n d  m any  persons w ere severely 
p u n ish ed  o r  executed before o rder could  be re-established. In  
1792 A .D ., R aja R a d h a n a th  w as p laced  in  ch arg e  o f  the es ta te , 
a  year o r so a f te r  th e  conclusion  o f  the  D ecennial S ettlem en t.
T he Jam a  a t  w hich the S e ttlem en t was m ade  w as fixed a t 
Sicca  R s. 14,02,082 o r eq u a l to  72 -5  per cen t, o f  th e  gross 
p roduce. I t  is , the refo re , no  w onder th a t the  R a ja  co u ld  n o t 
fulfil his engagem ents. In  1794 his seal was seized an d  was 
locked  up  in  th e  co llec to ra te  treasu ry , an d  R a m k a n ta  R oy  was 
aga in  ap p o in ted  M an ag er. T h e  R a ja  appears to  have been 
re in sta ted  in  a b o u t 1796 A .D ., b u t in  1797 A .D ., a rrea rs  o f  
revenue accrued  to  th e  ex ten t o f  som e 70,000 rupees, a n d  by 
th e  o rd er o f  th e  B oard  o f  R evenue, p a r t  o f  the  es ta te  w as so ld .
In  the  years th a t fo llow ed, th e  revenue co n tin u ed  to  be in  
a rre a rs  as a  resu lt o f  w hich fu rth e r  sales were effected, an d  the  
co n d itio n  o f  the  es ta te  w ent fro m  bad  to  w orse. T h e  R a ja  
s trugg led  to  save his esta te  by ra ising  m oney o n  m ortgages 
(one o f  th e  p rincipal cred ito rs being R am  K a n ta  R ay), an d  
b u y in g  back  p a rts  o f  the  es ta te  under assum ed nam es. H is 
wife. R an i T rip u ra  Sundari, a n d  th e  O ld  R an i S arasw ati also 
pu rch ased  lands to  a  considerab le ex ten t. By the  end  o f  1800
A .D ., a lm ost the  w hole es ta te  had  been alienated , an d  th e  R aja 
w as v irtually  a  p riso n er in  h is ow n house as h is  cred ito rs w ere 
th rea ten in g  to  seize h is p e rso n  an d  to  have h im  im prisoned .
R a ja  R a d h an a th  died in  1801 A .D . a t th e  early  ag e  o f tw enty- 
fo u r. T h e  esta te  o f  th e  M a h ara ja  o f  D ln a jp u r practically  
d isin tegrated  a fte r R a d h an a th . T h e  ru in a tio n  o f  th is  anc ien t 
fam ily records th e  m o st signifi.cant change th a t occurred  in  the 
d is tric t o f  D in a jp u r a fte r th e  E ast In d ia  C om pany  to o k  over 
i ts  m anagem en t. E ithe r o u t o f  greed  o r  o u t o f  a  set po licy  th e  
d em an d  fo r th e  land  revenue w as k ep t a t a  very h igh figure m ak in g  
i t  w ell-n igh im possib le fo r an y  one to  m eet i t  fo r a  sufficient 
le n g th  o f  tim e. T h e  rep resen ta tives o f  the  E ast In d ia  C om pany  
p ro b ab ly  d id  n o t th in k  it  w ise to  allow  a  pow erful local m ag n a te  
lik e  th e  M a h ara ja  o f  D in a jp u r to  possess such a  v as t tr a c t  o f 
lan d . T hey  p erh ap s  th o u g h t th a t w ith  th e  w eakening  o f  the  
pow er an d  p restig e  o f  the  M a h ara ja  o f  D in a jp u r i t  w ou ld  
b ecom e easier fo r  them  to  s treng then  th e ir  h o ld  over th e  reg ion .
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Raids of D u rin g  the  la te r h a lf  o f  th e  e igh teen th  cen tu ry , th e  d istric t
a o d '^ i r s .  sub jected  to  th e  p lundering  ra id s o f  th e  sannyasis  and

fa k ir s .  T he sannyasis traced  th e ir  o rig in  to  som e o f  th e  dash- 
rtami sects estab lished  by  th e  disciples o f  Shankaracharyya- 
W ith  th e  passage o f  tim e, m em bers o f  these sects to o k  to  the 
pro fession  o f  arm s, an d  local chieftains began  to  use them  in 
th e ir  w arfare. W arren  H astings recorded  in  1773 a b o u t these 
sannyasis: “ T hey  n e ither m arry  n o r have fam ilies, b u t recru it 
th e ir  m em bers by the  s to u te s t o f  the  ch ild ren  w hich they  steal
from  th e  coun tries w hich they  p ass ,...........................som e subsist
by g ra tu ito u s  alm s and  the  o thers  th e  fa r g rea ter by p lu n d e r.”  
Som e o f  these  sannyasis  se ttled  dow n an d  acqu ired  la rge 
p roperties in  m any places inc lud ing  D in a jp u r d is tric t. So fa r 
as th e  fa k ir s  are concerned  it m ay be recalled  th a t the
custom  o f  giving p resen ts to  th e  fa k ir s  (th e  ho ly  m en o f  Islam ) 
an d  supp ly ing  them  w ith  provisions an d  trave l facilities, such as, 
b o a ts  free o f  any  charges, was in  vogue am ong  th e  M uslim  
conquero rs. T h e  fa k ir  was a lso  allow ed to  go anyw here he 
p leased w ith  his re tin u e  an d  to  go in  a  p rocession  w ith  banners, 
s tan d ard s, etc . T h e  w eakening  o f  th e  ru lin g  pow er em boldened  
these fa k ir s  to  ta k e  la rg e  scale oppression  o f  th e  peasan try . 
T h e  sannyasis  an d  fa k ir s  used to  en ter th e  d is tric t fro m  places 
in  W estern  In d ia  ostensibly fo r pilgrim age, b u t,  in  rea lity , to  
am ass riches by  p lundering  th e  people. W arren  H astings
succeeded in  cu rb in g  th e  activ ities o f  xWq sannyasis b u t th e  fa k ir s  
co n tin u ed  to  oppress th e  peop le  o f  the d is tr ic t even a s  la te  as 
1799. T he E as t In d ia  C om pany  to o k  v igo rous m easures , 
em ploying  detacftm ents o f  the  A rm y to  b ring  these m arauders  
to  b ook  an d  finally, by the  beg inn ing  o f  the  n ine teen th  cen tu ry  
succeeded in  u ltim ately  stam p ing  o u t these b and its . The B ritish 
ru le  th u s  b ro u g h t peace to  the  coun try  side.

T h e  P rovincia l C ouncils w hich had  been estab lished  in  
1773 w ere abolished in  1781, in  w hich year the  C ollectors were 
reposted  in  d istric ts. M r G eorge H atch  was ap p o in ted  C ollector 
o f  D in a jp u r in  1786. P rio r to  his ap p o in tm e n t a s  C o llec to r 
o f  th e  d is tric t, M r. H atch  w as th e  C ollector o f  th e  Zarnindari
o f  D in a jp u r. He w as also ap p o in ted  th e  Ju d g e  o f  th e  D iw ani 
A dala t w hich w as, from  th a t  t 'm e  onw ard , to  exercise ju risd ic
t io n  o n ly  over th e  d is tric t o f  D ina jpu r. In  A pril, 1787, th ^  
bo u n d ary  o f  th e  d istric t was read justed  in  accordance w ith  thg 
p la n  o f  the  G overnor-G enera l-in -C ouncil to  fo rm  a  new  a rran g e - 
m en t o f  the  co u n try  in to  C ollectorships, an d  M r. H atch  Was 
aga in  appo in ted  Judge , M ag istra te  an d  C ollector.

Changes in the T he area  o f  th e  d istric t was form erly  m uch  bigger th a n  it 
a t  th e  tim e o f  Independence (1947), includ ing  as i t  d id
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th e  g rea ter p o r tio n  o f  th e  d is tric ts  o f  B ogra and  M aldah  (Ind ia) 
an d  considerab le tra c ts  now  inc luded  in  R ajshahi, R a n g p u r and 
P u rn ea  (Ind ia). W hen D in a jp u r first cam e under British ru le  in  
1765, it  was know n for th e  lawlessness o f  i ts  in h a b ita n ts , an d  the  
o rd inary  d is tric t s ta ff failed  to  cope successfully w ith  th e  dacoits 
an d  th e  river p ira tes w ith  w hich th is large tra c t o f  co u n try  was in 
fested. T he a re a  w as. therefore, g radua lly  reduced w ith th e  ob jects 
o f  im prov ing  th e  adm in istra tion . D uring  the  year 1800-01, 
a  la rg e  n u m b e r o f  estates, h ith e rto  included in  D inajpur, were 
m ade over to  P u rnea  ( I n d ia ) ,  R a n g p u r and  R ajshahi.
F ro m  1833-1870, a  la rg e  p o rtio n  o f th e  d is tric t was transferred  
to  B ogra a n d  M ald ah  (Ind ia). F inally , in  1897-98. the w hole th a n a  
o f  M ah ad eb p u r in th e  sou th  o f  the  d is tric t was transferred  to  
R ajshah i.

In  th e  early  p a r t  o f  th e  n ine teen th  cen tu ry  there were indigo factories, 
m any  ind igo  fac to ries  in  th e  d is tric t, b u t th e  business does n o t 
seem  to  have ever been a  very pay ing  one, an d  the  fac to ries 
have long  since d isappeared , th o u g h  the  rem ains o fo ld  vats m ay 
s till  be seen here an d  th e re  bu ried  in  ju n g le . T h e  p la n te rs  did 
n o t usually  grow  the ir ow n in d ig o , b u t g o t th e  to  g row  it
fo r them  in  co n sid era tio n  o f  advances m ade to  them  fo r the  
p u rp o se . T he grow ing  o f  ind igo  never becam e p o p u la r w ith  the  
cu ltiv a to rs , as th e  la n d lo rd s w ere ag a in s t it  an d  p u t an  end  to  all 
chances o f  p ro fit by  exac ting  an  e x tra  heavy re n t for land  on. 
w hich indigo w as grow n. T he ind igo-p lan ters were unpopu lar 
w ith  b o th  land lo rds and  raiyats, the  form er a lleg ing  th a t they 
were quarre lsom e a n d  over bearing  in  the ir m anners an d  fond  o f  
in te rfe ring  w ith  them selves an d  the ir raiyats., a n d  the  la tte r  accused 
them  o f  com pelling  them  to  grow  indigo aga inst the ir will and  
com plained  th a t  th e  fac to ry  am las cheated  w hen m easuring  land 
an d  w eighing  th e  crop . T he p lan ters  th en  re to rte d  by saying 
th a t th e  reason  fo r th e ir  u n p o p u la rity  w ith  th e  Zam indars  was. 
th a t the  presence o f  m em bers o f  th e  d o m in an t race on  the ir 
es ta tes affected th e  p restige o f  the  la tte r  w ith  th e  cu ltiva to rs an d  
th a t p reven ted  them  from  reso rtin g  freely to  th e  illegal ex to rtio n s 
o f  w hich they  w ere so fond. I t  seems p ro b ab le  th a t th e  presence 
in  th e  d is tr ic t o f  a  b o d y  o f  E u ropeans w ho w ere n o t am enab le  
by  v irtue  o f  th e ir  n a tio n a lity , to  th e  laws o f  the  co u n try , m ust 
have ham pered  th e  d is tric t a u th o ritie s  considerably.

A t the  tim e o f  Jehad  m ovem ent ag a in s t th e  S ikhs on the Jehaj moTcnwit 
N o rth  W est F ro n tie r , M au lan a  K aram  A li Shah was the  local 
leader o f  th e  m ovem ent in D inajpur. M ushti saving, collections 
from  sale o f  Qurbani h ide, f i tra  an d  za k a t  were m obilised to  
finance  the  m ovem ent.



35 DINAJPUR DISTRICT GAZETTEER Ch. II

The War of j h e  W ar o f  Independence o f  tn e  Sepoys and  o th e rs  o f  1857
Independence of d is tric t und istu rbed . The m ost im p o rta n t re su lt was

th a t th e  adm in istra tio n  o f  th e  Indo -P ak istan  S ub*continent was 
ta k en  over by the British G overnm ent and the  East Ind ia  
C om pany  ceased to  exist.

First Partition of O n the  8 th  July , 1905 A .D -, the  R euter published  a  rep o rt
and the agitat îon Secretary  o f S ta le  had  given his assen t to  th e  G overn -
against the m e n to f  In d ia’s new schem e o f  p a rtitio n  o f  Bengal in to  tw o p a r ts  
partition. form  a  new province o f E ast Bengal and  A ssam . T his

proposal to  div ide Bengal W'as m ade ostensibly  fo r adm in is tra tive  
convenience and  fo r ensuring  advancem ent o f  E ast Bengal and 
A ssam  in th e  fields o f  education , etc. T his m ove o f  c rea ting  
a  new  province o f  E astern  Bengal an d  A ssam , w here the 
M uslim s form ed a m ajority , w as stro n g ly  opposed by th e  Jfindiis 
o f  the d istric t in m eetings held on  the  21st Ju ly . 1905. Lai M ohan  
G hosh  suggested th a t all H onorary  M agistrates an d  all M em bers 
o f D istric t Boards, M unicipal C om m issioners and  Panchayets  
should  resign in  a body an d  n a tio n a l m o urn ing  shou ld  be o b 
served fo r twelve m on th s du ring  w hich th e  people shou ld  no t 
partic ipa te  in any public rejoicing. T his m eeting  w as presided 
over by th e  M aharaja  o f  D inajpu r. In th e  early  p a r t  o f  1904, 
th e  M usalman Sava, a  social an d  po litica l o rg an iza tio n  o f  the 
M uslim s o f  D inajpur, th e  first o f  i ts  k ind in E ast B engal, 
had  been established under the  leadership  o f  M aulvi Y aquin- 
uddin, B.L. and  M aulvi W ahid  H usain, B .L -.W hen  the  H indus 
opposed  the  p a rtitio n  o f  Bengal th e  M uslim s o f  D inajpur called  
several m eetings in  its  suppo rt. T he p a rtitio n  w as, how ever, 
p roclaim ed in S eptem ber, 1905. M ah ara ja  G irija  N a th  Roy 
to o k  the  lead ing  p a r t in  th e  ag ita tio n  aga inst the  p a rtitio n . 
People w ere u rg ed  to  boyco tt E nglish  goods by w ay o f  p ro te s t 
aga inst the  p a rtitio n  o f  Bengal. A  N atio n al S choo lw as opened  
a t  D ina jpu r fo r boyco tting  the  education  w hich was then  being 
im parted  under the  co n tro l o f  th e  G overnm ent. M r. F u ller, 
the L ieu tenan t-G overnor o f  th e  newly created  province visited 
D ina jpu r in  1905. T he H indus refused to  accord  him  a  recep
tion . B u t th e  M ah ara ja  o f  D in a jp u r in  co -opera tion  w ith  the  
M uslim s gave h im  a  reception . N o  C ongress leader a ttended  
the  m eeting . Societies w ere form ed by the  H indus to  d irect 
an d  co n tro l th e  ag ita tio n  aga inst th e  G overnm ent an d  branches 
o f  th e  Bratee S am iti an d  o f  th e  AnusUan S a m iti  w ere fo rm ed  
in  D ina jpu r tow n  by 1908.

The struggle for By th e  tim e o f  th e  F irs t W orld  W ar (1914-18), revo lu tio - 
K^iu'araf mo?e* m ovem ent sp read  in  th e  d is tric t o f  D inajpur. W hen the
ment. m ovem ent fo r Swaraj began in  1919 local C ongress leaders
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p reached  th e  ideals o f  th e  C ongress an d  som e P rim ary  C ong
ress C om m ittees w ere organ ised  even in  villages in  the  in te rio r.
A  sp irit o f  resistance w as roused  am o n g st the  m asses, an d  a  
n on -v io len t p easan t m ovem ent was launched  ag a in st oppression 
by the  Z am in d ar in  various form s. T he M uslim s an d  H indus 
o f  th e  d is tric t jo in tly  to o k  p a r t in  th e  K hila fa t m ovem ent o f  
1920. T he M usalm an Sava  was tu rn ed  in to  K hilafat p a rty  
in  ac tio n . M aulvi Y aqu inudd in , B .L ., M aulvi W ahid H usain,
B .L ., M aulv i Q u ad ir B akhas, B .L-, M au lan a  A bdullahel Baqui,
M au lan a  M an iru d d in  A nw ari, M au lana A bdullahel K afi, M aulana 
A b d u r R ahm an  Sadi and  M aulana A bdu llah  were am ong  the  lea
ders o f  the  K hila fa t m ovem ent in  the d istric t. T he speech deliver
ed by th e  M au lanas excited the people aga inst the  British G overn 
m e n t an d  th e  K hila fa t m ovem ent reached the  rem ote  villages.
T h e  B aqui an d  K afi b ro th ers  suffered inp risonm en t several 
tim es. W hen M a u lan a  M an irudd in  A nw ari was arrested  from  
a  m eeting, la rg e  num ber o f  people gathered  before the gate o f  
th e  Jail. In  1920, th e re  w as a  big g a th erin g  o f th e  M uslim s 
w hich co n tin u ed  fo r  five days. T he evening sessions o f  the 
firs t tw o days (20th and  21st C h a itra ) w ere organised by the 
M uslim  Sh ikhya  Sham iti an d  presided over by M aulvi A bdu l 
K arim , B.A. (re tired  In sp ec to r o f  Schools). T he m eetings o f  the 
3rd  day  in  th e  m o rn in g  an d  evening w ere organ ised  by the  
P rov inc ia l M uslim  L eague an d  w ere presided over by  M aulvi 
M a jib u r  R ah m an  (E d ito r o f  the  M usalm an  o f  C a lc u tta ) and  
by  M aulv i W ahid  H usain , B .L . T he m eetings o f  the  4 th  and  
5 th  day  were o rgan ised  b y  th e  A hale H adith  w here M au lana  
M d. A kram  K h an  an d  a  M au lan a  from  E gyp t delivered speeches.
T h e  speech delivered  by th e  M au lan a  from  E g y p t in  A rabic 
w as tran sla ted  in to  B engali by M au lana  A bdullahel Baqui.

In  1924, P u rn a  C h an d ra  D as, a  no ted  revo lu tionary , was 
a rrested  a t  D iu a jp u r. In  1928, th e re  was a  hartal in D in a jp u r 
in  p ro te s t ag a in st th e  S im on C om m ission. In  1930, hartals 
an d  p icketings w ere reso rted  to  by th e  people o f  D ina jpu r in 
p ro te s t aga in st G h an d h i’s a rre s t. T he G overnm ent replied by 
ex ten d in g  the prov isions o f  th e  P reven tion  o f  In tim idation  and  
U n law fu l In s tig a tio n  O rd inance to  D inajpu r. D ina jpu r co n ti
nued  to  figure in  the  rep o rts  o f  the  G overnm en t as a  tro u b led  
d is tric t. O n th e  28 th  O ctober, 1933, the railw ay s ta tio n  o f  
H ili w as ra ided  by a  g ro u p  o f  youngm en  dressed in  m ilita ry  
un ifo rm . T h e  s ta tio n  s ta ff  offered stro n g  resistance, an d  there 
w as an  exchange o f  fire as a  resu lt o f w hich the  n ig h t guard  
o f  the railw ay s ta tio n  sustained  serious in ju ry  an d  died in  the 
h o sp ita l. T h e  raiders w ho belonged to  the  Anusilan Sam iti, 
ho isted  the  C ongress flag on  the  s ta tio n  bu ild ing  an d  decam ped

L
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w ith  a  la rg e  am o u n t o f  m oney. Subsequently , a ll th e  youngm en 
w ho h ad  ra ided  the  railw ay s ta tio n  w ere a rrested  an d  b ro u g h t 
to  tr ia l, an d  m ost o f  them  w ere sentenced to  u n d erg o  im prison
m ent fo r various te rm s inc lud ing  tra n sp o rta tio n  fo r life.

W e have a lready  seen th a t  a  b ig  gathering  o f  the  M uslim  
League was held in  D ina jpu r in  1920. B u t th e  M uslim  League 
m ovem ent w as s ta rted  in  the  d is tric t from  1935. W hen Q aid-i- 
A zam  cam e to  Bengal in  1937, th e  w ave o f  po litica l aw akening  
reached D inajpu r w here M uslim  League w as organ ised  and  
m any youngm en  s ta rted  w ork  fo r the  League. T hereafter o th e r 
p rom inen t M uslim  League leaders visited the d is tric t to  streng
then  the M uslim  League there an d  in tensify  th e  P ak is tan  m ove
m ent.

In  1946 M oulana A bdu llahe l B aqui jo in ed  the  M uslim  League. 
D ue to  th e  un tiring  effort o f th e  local leaders, th e  M uslims 
o f  D inajpu r ra llied  w ith  the  M uslim  League b anners  to  achieve 
P a k is tan  an d  in  the 1946 elec tion  to  th e  P rovincia l L eg isla tu re  
th e  M uslim  L eague cap tu red  all th e  M uslim  seats. In  A ugust, 
1947, w hen P ak is tan  cam e in to  being, a  fa ir p o rtio n  o f  the 
d is tric t co n s titu tin g  several th a n as  was transferred  to  Ind ia  
u n d er th e  R adcliff A w ard in  spite o f  th e  fac t th a t th e  d is tr ic t 
as a  whole h ad  a  M uslim  m ajority .

F o rm er P ak istan  was a  novel experim ent in  the  h isto ry  o f  
nation-build ing . It was neither a geographical n o r  an  econom ic 
un it. I t  had  no com m on language n o r un ifo rm  cu ltu re. The 
tw o-nation  theo ry  m ainly based o n  religion was the  basis fo r 
its  creation . The ideas an d  ideals w hich inspired the  M uslim s 
o f  E ast Bengal (now  Bangladesh) to  m ake suprem e sacrifices 
fo r the  creation  o f  P ak istan  could no t be im plem ented during  
the  last tw enty-four years (1947-71) o f  its existence due to  
the  consp iracy  o f  the self-seeking leaders an d  bureaucracy  o f 
W est P ak is tan  (now  Pakistan).

D uring  all these years the  people o f  B angladesh struggled  
to  achieve the ir rights and  privileges, bu t all were tram pled 
dow n by sheer force an d  repressive m easures. T hey  fo und  
a  leader in  the  person  o f  S heikh M ujibur R ahm an , a  g reat 
d isciple o f  H useyn Shaheed S uhraw ardy. As a  tru sted  lieu
te n an t o f  th is g rea t leader, he alw ays fough t fo r the  genuine 
■causes o f  B angladesh and  fo r its people. G rad u ally , h e  becam e 
the  sym bol o f  hopes and  asp ira tions o f  the  oppressed and  
exp lo ited  people o f  B angladesh. H is p a rty —th e  A w am i League 
— w on th e  general election o f  D ecem bcr-January , 1970-71, 
cap tu rin g  167 seats o u t o f  313, in  th e  N atio n a l A ssem bly o f  
fo rm er P ak istan .



Ch. II HISTORY 39

Sheikh  M ujibur R a h m a n  th u s  g o t th e  m an d a te  o f  the  
p eo p le  to  fram e a  C o n stitu tio n  o f  the  coun try  on  th e  basis 
o f  h is p a r ty ’s 6  po in ts  fo rm u la  an d  th e  stu d en ts’ 11 po in ts  
fo rm u la . T he people o f  B angladesh a t la s t g o t a  chance to  
realise th e ir  dem ands th ro u g h  constitu tio n a l m eans. B ut th e  
ru ling  coterie an d  bu reaucracy  w ere never w illing to  m eet the 
grievances o f  the  people o f  B angladesh. So conspiracies w ent 
o n  to  nullify the results o f  the  election an d  a t  last, o n  the  
1st o f  M arch , 1971 the  m eeting  o f  the N a tio n a l A ssem bly was 
po stp o n ed  fo r a n  indefinite p e rio d  by  the  th e n  self-styled 
P residen t o f  P ak istan , G enera l Y ahya K han .

Sheikh M ujibu r R a h m a n  th e n  gave a  ca ll fo r non-violent- 
non-co-operation  m ovem ent o n  th e  2nd M arch , 1971, aga in st 
the  undem ocratic  ac tio n  o f  G enera l Y ahya K h an . O n the  
7 th  M arch , 1971, he declared  a t  a  m eeting  a t  R ace  C ourse 
g ro u n d  in  D acca, “ T his tim e, it  is the  struggle fo r em ancipa
tio n — it is th e  struggle fo r independence” . T h e  m ovem ent 
con tinued  peacefully . People fro m  all w alks o f  life w hole
hearted ly  co -opera ted  w ith  th e  leader an d  partic ipa ted  in  the 
m ovem ent. T h en  cam e th e  d readfu l n ight o f  the  25 th  M arch ,
1971. T h e  a rm y  cam e o u t o f  th e  barracks. T hey  fell u pon  
th e  stu d en ts  an d  th e  unarm ed  citizens o f  D acca an d  o ther 
places like  hun g ry  wolves. D ie  ru le  o f  N ero  began. M urder, 
p lunder, bu rn in g  a n d  rap e  w ent o n  th ro u g h o u t B angladesh.
T he students, th e  police, th e  Jaw ans o f  Bengal R egim ent an d  
th e  public , enlisting them selves in  the  M u k ti Bahini, fough t 
b ravely  an d  reso lu tely  in  every n o o k  an d  co rner o f  B angladesh 
aga inst the  b ru te  a rm y  o f  G enera l Y ahya K h an . D uring  the  
W ar, In d ia  an d  R ussia  gave th e m  m ateria l help  an d  m oral 
support. T he M u k ti Bahini an d  th e  In d ian  arm y  jo in tly  fough t 
aga inst P ak is tan  f ro m  3rd  to  16th D ecem ber, 1971 o n  th e  soil 
o f  Bangladesh. T he P ak istan  A rm y su rrendered  o n  th e  16lh 
D ecem ber.

D uring  th e  long  n in e  m on ths, th e  occupation  arm y  o f  P ak is
ta n  killed a b o u t 30 lacs o f  people, com pelled  a b o u t one cro re  
to  ta k e  refuge in  In d ia , a b o u t 3 crores o f  people w ere ten d ered
hom eless, th o u san d s o f  w om en w ere rap e d  a n d  caused irrepair-
ab le  loss to  o u r  econom y.

H ow ever, w ith  th e  su rrender o f  th e  P ak istan  A rm y o n  the  
16th D ecem ber, 1971, th e  E astern  W ing o f  fo rm er P ak is tan ,
em erged as a n  independen t S tate . T he new  S ta te  is called
th e  P eop le’s R epub lic  o f  B angladesh an d  the  F a th e r  o f  th is  
new  N a tio n  is S heikh  M u jibu r R ahm an .
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C H A P T E R  III  

P E O P L E , S O C IE T Y  A N D  C U LTU R E

A ccord ing  to  th e  C ensus R e p o rt o f  1961. th e d is tr ic to fD in a jp u r  Population and 
h as  a  p o p u la tio n  o f  17,09,917, o f  w hich 9,02,389 are  m ales an d  
8,07,528 fem ales, th e  sex ra tio  being  895 fem ales fo r every 
1,000 m ales. T h e  to ta l p o p u la tio n  o f  T h ak u rg ao n  subdiv ision  
is  6,99,882 o f  w hich 3,73,340 are m ales and  3,26,542 fem ales, 
while th a t  o f  D in a jp u r  S adar subdivision  is 10,10,035, o f 
w hich 5,29,049 are  m ales an d  4,80,986 females.

T he ta b le  below  gives 
d is tr ic t w ith  sex ra tio :

thana-w ise p o p u la tio n  o f  the

N am e o f  th a n a . P o p u la tio n . Fem ales per 
1,000 m ales.

B o th  sexes Vlales. Fem ales.

T etu lia 35,185 18,643 16,542 887
P anchagarh 49,298 26,351 22,947 871
Boda 90,856 48,652 42,204 867
D ebiganj 65,154 34,536 30,618 887
T h ak u rg ao n ... 1,60,874 87,364 73,507 841
A tw ari 47,204 24,911 22,293 895
B aliadang i 63,700 33,743 29,957 888
R an isankaii 57,906 30,602 27,304 892
H arip u r 38,170 19,876 18,294 920
P irgan j 91,560 48,679 42,881 881
Bochaganj 58,460 31,502 26,958 856
Birai 89,220 46,787 42,433 907
K otw ali ... 1,37,044 73,018 64,026 877
K aharo le 49,356 25,861 23,495 909

B irgan j 92,217 48.764 43,553 895
C h irirb an d ar ... 1,09,339 57,287 52,052 909
K h an sam a 57,920 30,214 27,706 917
P a rb a tip u r ...  1,56,406 81,595 74,811 917
F u lb ari 75,514 38,835 36,579 939
H ak im p u r 52,311 26,984 25,327 939
N aw abgan j 94,332 48,668 45,664 938
G h o ra g h a t 37,916 16,534 18,382 941

A  lo o k  a t  th e  fo llow ing  tab le  w ill give an  idea a b o u t th e
g row th  o f  p o p u la tio n  in  th e  d is tric t f ro m  1901-1961

SubdiTislOD.
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2 . Growth of population.

Ch. lU

Year 1901 1911 1921 1931 1941 1951 1961

Population . . 11,25,597 11,67.706 12,19,613 12,34,224 13,35,588 13,78.810 17,09,917

Increase o f  po
pulation over 
preceding Cen
sus.

•• 42,109 51,907 14,907 1,01,364 43,228 3,31,101

Percentage o f 
increase over 
preceding 
Census.

4-7 4-4 M 8-2 3-2 24

T h e fo llo w in g c h a r t w ill sh o w th e  p e rc e n ta g e o f  in c rea se
o f  p o p u la tio n  in  each  th a n a  d u ring  the  period  1951-61:

Thakurgnon
Sobdivision.

Sadar
Sabdifision.

N am e o f  th a n a .

1. T e tu lia
2. P anchagarh
3. Boda
4. D ebiganj
5. T h ak u rg ao n
6. A tw ari
7. B aliadang i
8. R an isankail
9. H aripu r

10. P irganj

11. B ochaganj
12. B iral
13. K otw ali
14. K aharo le
15. Birganj
16. C h irirb an d ar
17. K h an sam a
18. P arb a tip u r
19. F u lb ari
20. H ak im p u r
21. N aw abganj
22. G h o ra g h a t

P ercen tag e  o f  
increase.

39-31 
49-26
40-38
32-23
24-15  
20-64  
23-36
25-86 
27-03  
23-83

33-14
25-56  
20-91 
27-88 
37-87 
17-93
26-19 
12-35 
23-89 
33-89 
33-89 
36-32

I t  m ay  be no ted  th a t th o u g h  th e  b o u n d ary  o f  th e  d is tric t 
has u n d erg o n e  considerab le change a f te r  P a r titio n  in  1947, 
th e  p o p u la tio n  figures show n in  the  above ta b le  have been  ad 
ju s te d  to  th e  p resen t boundaries w herever necessary.
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These figures reveal th a t the  ra te  o f  increase iii the  p o p u 
la tio n  o f  th e  d is tric t is th e  low est in  B angladesh. D u rin g  the 
1931-41 period , how ever, th e  increase in  the p o p u la tio n  was m ore 
th a n  d o u b le  th e  average decennial increase o f  the  earlier th ree 
decennial periods. T his is possibly ow ing to  the inflated figures, 
w hich th e  tw o m ain  rival com m unities, the  H indus an d  the M uslim s, 
m an ipu la ted  to  swell th e ir  respective p o p u la tio n  figures fo r po li
tical advan tage. N o  o th e r  reason  can be a ttr ib u ted  to  th is  increase 
o f  8 2 per cen t, w hen the  increase accord ing  to  the  earlier Census 
was only i • 1 p e r c e n t. T h e  increase o f  p o p u la tio n  only by 3 • 2 per 
cen t, d u ring  1941-51 period , in  sp ite o f  heavy influx o f  M uslim s 
from  the  neighbouring  In d ian  d istric ts  like Ja lpa igu ri, P u rn ca  an d  
W est D ina jpu r afte r P a rtitio n  a n d  th e ir  se ttlem ent in  th is dis
tr ic ts , proves th a t  th e  p o p u la tio n  figures in  th e  earlier C ensus was 
inflated.

The phenom enal rise in  the p o p u la tio n  o f  th e  d istric t, i.e .,
24 p er cen t, d u rin g  1951-61 period  was the  cu lm ination  o f  the  p ro 
cess o f  im m igration  in to  th e  d istric t, follow ing P artition . I t is 
tru e  th a t a  good  num ber o f  H indus have em igrated  from  the 
d is tric t afte r P artitio n , b u t th e ir  num ber m ust be m uch  less 
th a n  th e  com bined  s tre n g th  o f  M uslim  im m ig ran ts, w ho rushed  
fro m  so m any  ne ighbouring  In d ian  d istric ts . Besides, the  
C ensus R e p o rt o f  1961 reveals th a t o u t o f  the  p o p u la tio n  o f 
17,09,917, 15,37,596 were bo rn  in  D ina jpu r d istric t. O f  the  rest 
o f  the  p o p u la tio n  b o rn  in  o th e r d istric ts  o f  Eang-adesh, we find 
19,022 in R angpur,6 ,258  in  Bogra,7,146 in  R ajshahi,3 ,407 in  P abna,
S28 in  K ush tia , 658 in  Jessore, 612 in  K h u ln a , 929 in  B akarganj 
(includ ing  P a tu a k h a li) , 31,292 in  M ym ensingh (including Tangail),
8,642 in  D acca, 2,014 in  F a rid p u r, 197 in  S ylhet, 7,284 in  C om illa ,
5,798 in  N o ak h a li, 446 in  C h itta g o n g  an d  13 in  the  C h itta g o n g  
H ill T racts. Besides, th e re  a re  426 persons w hose places o f  b ir th  
a re  in  various p laces o f  W est P ak is tan  (now  P ak is tan ) . T he 
num ber o f  those w hose b irth -p laces w ere m en tioned  as ly ing  in 
o th e r  p a rts  o f  B angladesh-B harat su b -co n tin en t is 77,210.

These figures show  th a t  th e  d is tric t o f  D in a jp u r n o t only drew  
th e  bu lk  o f  th e  M uslim  refugees fro m  th e  several In d ian  d istric ts , 
b u t i ts  sparsely p o p u la ted  co un try side  and  th e  fe rtile  p addy  
fields a ttra c te d  a  la rg e  n u m b e r o f  im m ig ran ts from  all th e  d istric ts 
o f  B angladesh a lso , especially  from  the  d is tric ts  w here th e  pres
su re  o f  p o p u la tio n  o n  land  is heavy. O n the  o th er h an d , the  
d is tric t is n o tab le  fo r th e  very sm all num ber o f  its  in h a b itan ts  
w ho leave it com pared  w ith  the  vast num ber o f  those w hom  
it receives. O f those  w ho cam e to  th is  d istric t fro m  o th er 
d is tric ts  o f  B angladesh , only  a  sm all num ber have se ttled  
do w n  as cu ltiva to rs o r dom estic  servants and  the  g rea t m ajo rity  
o f  these ou ts id ers  a re  o f  period ic type. T hey  com e in  the
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cold w eather in  search o f  em ploym ent as ag ric u ltu ra l labourers 
o r ea r th  d iggers an d  re tu rn  hom e in the  sp ring .

The density. T he d is tric t o f  D in a jp u r is one o f the  sparsely popu la ted
d is tric ts  in  B angladesh w ith  an  average density  o f  655 persons 
per square  m ile. T h e  p o sitio n  o f  th e  d is tric t in  o rd e r  o f  
p o p u la tio n  is I4 th  in B angladesh. In  respect o f  density  o f  
po p u la tio n  also  the  p o sitio n  o f  the  d istric t is q u ite  th e  sam e 
as w ith  p o p u la tio n  in  Bangladesh. A s  one m ig h t n a tu ra lly  
expect the  p o p u la tio n  in  the  m ore se ttled  p o rtio n s  o f  the  
d is tric t is denser th a n  in  the  m ore ju n g ly  trac ts . The 
sou thern  p a rt o f  th e  d is tric t is m ore th ick ly  p o p u la ted  th a n  
th e  n o rth e rn  p a r t, while T h ak u rg ao n  subdiv ision  has an 
average density  o f  564 persons p er square  m ile, th e  co rrespond ing  
figure fo r th e  D ina jpu r S adar subdivision is 738.

The thana-w ise  figures o f  the density  o f  p o p u la tio n  as reco r
ded in  th e  C ensus R ep o rt o f  1961 are given in the  follow ing 
ta b le ;

N am e o f  th an a .

T hak u rg ao n  subdivision 
T etu lia  
P anchagarh  
Boda 
D ebiganj 
T hak u rg ao n  
A lw ari 
B aliadangi 
R an isankail 
H aripu r 
P irganj 
D in a jp u r  S adar subdivision 
B ochaganj 
Biral 
K o tw ali 
K aharo le  
BirgaoJ 
C h irirbandar 
K hansam a 
P arb atip u r 
F u lbari 
H ak im pur 
N aw abganJ 
O h o rag h a t

Persons per 
square  mile.

564 
475 
479
547
548
646 
583 
574 
526 
496 
602 
7.^8 
672
647 
986 
617 
587 
904 
839 
948 
614 
671 
621 
665
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The areas classified as u rb an  in  the distric t in the Census The Urban arui 
R ep o rt o f 1961 arc  D in a jp u r M unicipality , P a rb a tip u r tow n 
an d  T h ak u rg ao n  tow n. The popu la tion  o f  these areas which 
only  can be called u rb an , is 71,938. It is only 4 -50  per cen t, o f  
the  to ta l popu la tion  o f  the d istric t. In  respect o f  u rban isa tion  
the  d istric t has registered a  decrease o f  8 per cent, du ring  1951-61 

<lecennial period  over the  preceding one. This show s the 
ex ten t o f  m obility  o f  po p u la tio n  from  the  u rb an  areas o f  the 
d is tric t to  tow ns and  citie.s in  o th e r d istric ts w hich afforded 
g rea ter industria l facilities to  a  good  num ber o f  m igran ts from  
In d ia  w ho first cam e to  D ina jpu r tow n  betw een 1947 and  1951.

T he p o p u la tio n  o f  D in a jp u r is thus alm ost entirely  ru ra l, Ruralpopulatior. 
because o u t o f  the  to ta l po p u la tio n  o f  17,09,917, 16,37,979, i.e.,
95 • 5 per cent, live in villages. T here a re  3,089 villages in  th e  
d is tric t, o f  w hich 1,049 are in  T hak u rg ao n  subdivision an d  2,040 
in S adar subdiv ision . The average size o f  a  village is 
m ore th a n  one square  mile in  T haku  gaon  subdivision, while 
i t  is less th a n  o n e  square  m ile in  S adar subdivision. F o r 
census purposes th e  village has been taken  to  m ean a  residen
t ia l  area , i.e ., coUcction o f  houses bearing  a  separate  nam e w ith 
its dependen t ham lets o r baris. It is, as a  rule, sm all and untidy  
consisting  o f a  few h u ts  lying in  scattered condition .

T he follow ing ch a rt, taken  from  the C ensus R ep o rt o f  1961 Distribution o 
will show  the  num ber an d  percentage o f  people speaking  thel^sis^of" 
d ifferen t languages in  the  d is tric t; mother tongue.

M other tongue.
9

Number. Percentage.

Language. Both sexes, Males. Females. Males Females.

Bengali 16,23,129 8,56,643 7,66,486 50-10 44-83
S anthaiiandK hasi 41,242 21,244 19,998 1-24 M 7
U rdu 34,114 18,162 15,982 1-06 •93
H indi 7,692 4,265 3,427 •25 •20
Oriya 1,117 578 539 •03 -03
Sindhi 274 155 119 -01 -09
Punjabi 224 182 42 •01
Persian 202 107 95 •01 •01
Poshtu 186 142 44 •01
G ujrati 37 29 8
Brahui 24 11 13
Baluchi 20 18 2
Assamese 17 14 3
English 11 8 3
Arabic 5 4 1 1 • •
Other languages not stated 1,593 827 766 •03 ^ 0 5
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Dialects. Bengali, the  m other tongue o f  95 per cent, o f  the  popu la tion
o f  the d istrict, is n o t spoken  in  the sam e fo rm  by  all. In  ease 
o f  the  m ore respectable classes, it  differs little from  th a t spoken 
in  o th e r  p a rts  o f  Bangladesh. T he low er o rders, e.specially 
those o f  Paliya origin, speak  a  ra the r unintelligible Bengali 
pato is, w hich is characterised  by con traction  o f  w ords, and  by 
th e  use o f  a  large num ber o f  U rd u  and H indi w ords, and  some- 
w ords o f  D rav id ian  origin. There is also a  m arked  difference 
betw een Bengali spoken by  the M uslim s an d  th a t spoken by  the 
H indus and  others. A s in o ther distric ts o f  B an^ 'ailcsh  
m any w ords o f  A rab ic and  Persian  origin have also  crep t in to  the 
Bengali language in  this d istric t especially in  th a t used by  the  
M uslim s o f  the  district.

Bilingualism. T he aborig inals o f  th e  d istrict, nam ely, the Santhals, th e  O raons
and  the  M undas are bilinguists, speaking Bengali besides th e ir  
own language w hich they use while ta lk ing  am ong  them selves. 
T h e  language, an d  som e typical w ords w hich were used in  
m edieval Bengali literatu re a re  still found  an d  used  in  th e ir  
o rig inal fo rm  in the dialects o f  the d istrict. T he w ords 'H am V  
fo r an d  *H am ard  fo r 'A m a rd  are still in  use in  th e  d istric t.

A fter P artitio n  in  1947 som e o f  the  refugees have com e from  Bihar 
( In d ia )  a n d  its  ad jacen t p laces an d  settled in  the  d istric t, especially 
in  u rb an  areas, m ostly  in P arbatipu r. These people speak  U rdu .

A s the  d istric t has a  com m on bo rder w ith P u rnea, a  bilin
gual d istric t o f  B ihar (Ind ia), a  large section o f  the people o f  the  
d is tric t, especially thSse in  th e  north-w estern  p a r t, und erstan d  
H indi and  U rd u  an d  can, to  som e extent, speak the sam e in 
ad d itio n  to  the ir m other tongue.

Ethnography. D inajpu r is a  m ulti-racial d istric t, b u t no  race except ab o ri
ginals, am ong w hom  the interm ixing o f  b lood  is a lm ost an 
im possibility, can  claim  to  have been able to  preserve the purity  
o f  b lood . T he R ajbansis and  the  Paliyas w ho are th e  original 
in h ab itan ts  o f  the d istric t are , no  d o u b t, o f  M ongolian  descent. 
They are o f  short s ta tu re  and have sm all eyes, flat nose w ith p ro tru 
ded cheek bones, scanty beard  and  a  dusty  yellow ish com plex ion , 
th e  d istinctive characteristics o f  th e  M ongo lian  race. A tte m p ts  
have been m ade to  class these people as D rav id ians in  com m on 
w ith  the  K och , a n o th e r  M ongolo id  tribe  in h a b itin g  th e  n e ighbour
ing  d istric ts  o f  R a n g p u r and  C ooch B ehar (Ind ia), b u t there 
appears to  be no ju stifica tion  for such assum ption  in  th e  face o f  
the  s tro n g  evidence o f  th e ir  physical features.

Religion in T h e P ala k ings were B uddhists an d  N alanda  V ihara a tta in ed
aocient per»od. fam e as a  sea t o f  learn ing  d u rin g  th e ir  tim e. A ccord ing  to  

T a ran a th a , a  T ib e tan  h isto rian , D h arm ap ala  estab lished  fifty
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relig ious in s titu tio n s  th ro u g h o u t his k ingdom . T ho u g h  the 
P a la  em perors w ere them selves a rd e n t B uddh ists , persons 
p ro fessing  o th e r  re lig ions were n o t  deprived  o f  th e ir  su p p o rt 
an d  b o u n ty . In  the  in scrip tions, the  P ala em perors have
recorded  g ifts  o f  villages to  B rahm ins o r to  a  deity . The
K h alim p u r in scrip tion  o f  D h arm a p a la  m en tio n s th e  tem p le  o f  
S arasw ati, th e  goddess o f  learn ing , a t  K adam bari. T his is o f
in te rest, as th e  p resen t cu s to m  is to  w orsh ip  th e  goddess on ly
once a  year. T he em pero rs d id  n o t hes ita te  to  a p p o in t d ev o u t 
B rahm ins as th e ir  P rim e M in iste rs . They also  did n o t th in k  
i t  in co n sis ten t w ith  th e ir  belief in  B uddhism  to  a t te n d  ja g ya s  
perfo rm ed  by  B rahm ins. T hey  w ere g rea t p a tro n s  o f  learn ing  
an d  i t  w as d u rin g  th e ir  re ig n  th a t  th e  V ik ram sh ila  V ih ara  an d  
Jag ad d a la  V ihara  a tta in ed  fam e as cen tres o f  B uddhistic  learning.

T he village o f  B elahisti was given in h o n o u r o f  the  god Religions during 
N aray a n a  by L ak sh m an sen a  w ho  described h im self as a  V aisnab . period.
I t  is ev iden t th a t  th e  V edic H indu  re lig ion  received a  new  lease 
o f  life d u rin g  th e  re ign  o f  th e  Senas. B uddhism , how ever, 
h ad  n o t en tire ly  d isappeared  fro m  th e  d is tric t a t th a t  tim e, as 
th e  in sc rip tio n  its e lf  records th e  existence o f  a  B uddhist 
m onastery  o n  th e  b o u n d a ry  o f  th e  land  d o n a ted  to  N arayana.

A n iru d d h a  B h a tta , one o f  th e  D harm adhykshas o f  Laksh» 
m ansena w as b o rn  in  C h a m p a th a tt i in  V arend ra . He is said 
to  have been a  teach er o f  V allalsena. V alla lsena w ro te  th e  
Danasagara  a t  the  request o f  A n iru d d h a  B h atta . A n iru d d h a  
B h a tta ’s ow n w orks: H aralata  an d  PUridayita, re la te  to  the  
ritu a lis tic  side o f  H indu  relig ion. T his p re-occupation  w ith  the  
r itua listic  side o f  re lig ion  testifies to  the  decadence o f  H induism  
as p rac tised  a t  th a t  tim e.

N early  68 p er cen t, o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  o f  the  d is tric t a re  Religious grouDs 
M uslim s. C aste  H indus an d  Scheduled C aste  H indus form  
ab o u t 30 p er cen t., th e  to ta l num ber o f  the  form er, accord ing  
to  the  C ensus R e p o rt o f  1961 being  82,786 an d  th a t o f  th e  la tte r  
b eing  4,42,573. T hese figures show  an  increase o f  17,469 
a n d  31,993 respectively over the  co rrespond ing  census figures 
o f  1951. T he C hristians w ho are  converts from  th e  abo rig ina ls 
n u m b er 8,819, i .e ., 0 -5  per cen t, o f  th e  to ta l  p o p u la tio n . T he 
rest o f  th e  ab o rig in a ls  w hose num ber is 2,107 are an im ists . The 
C h ris tian s have th e ir  sep ara te  churches m anaged  an d  c o n tro l
led  by  th e  fo re ign  m issionary  o rgan izations. T he m ajo rity  
o f  th e  H in d u s  are  V aisnabs, w ho are  averse to  k illing  anim als, 
seldom  practise anim al sacrifices as offerings to  their gods and  
goddesses. T he R ajbansis an d  Paliyas w ho are  all V aisnabs 
w ere B uddhists in  ancien t tim es, b u t w ith B rahm inical ascendency 
they  w ere forced  to  change the ir religion.
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Mutlims and 
Hindus,

Religious
practices.

I t  has been m en tioned  in the  o ld  G azetteer th a t the  M us
lims o f  D in a jp u r are chiefly th e  descendan ts o f  R ajbansis, 
converted  by force to  Islam  o r w ho ad o p ted  th a t religion 
during  the  days o f  M uslim  rule from  m otives o f  policy. In  
this connection  th e  w riter also m entions o f  one tra d itio n  ac
cord ing  to  w hich Ja la ludd in , ru ler o f  G o u r (ab o u t 1420 A .D .), 
w ho w as h im self a  converted  H indu , forcibly prosely tised  all 
the  in h ab itan ts  o f  the  d istric t. S uch  views are n o t co rrec t. 
I f  force were ever applied  to  convert H indus to  Islam  anyw here 
in  this sub-con tincn t, th e  presen t day  p ic ture o f  th is p a r t  o f  
the  w orld  w ould have been different an d  there w ould n o t have 
been so m any H indus in  the  d istric t enjoying privileged position  
fo r such a  lo n g  tim e. T he fac t is th a t being persecuted  by 
th e  B rahm ins an d  a ttrac ted  by the  m essage o f  equality  an d  
b ro th erh o o d  as p reached  by the M uslim  Pirs, a  large num ber o f  
H indus em braced  Islam  o f  the ir ow n accord. B u t th is  is n o t 
th e  w hole story. W hile the bu lk  o f  the  M uslim s o f  th e  d istric t 
are converts from  H induism , o thers trace  th e ir  orig in  to  P athan  
an d  M ughal ancestors, w ho cam e in  different capacities w hen 
the d istric t was under th e  M uslim  rule o r  w ho m igrated  to  it 
from  In d ia  afte r the  p a rtitio n  o f  1947. T he M uslim s o f  the 
d istric t w ere form erly  d ivided in to  four classes, nam ely , th e  
Sheikhs, Syeds, M ughals an d  P athans. I t  was th e  com m on 
view th a t all M ullahs w ere Syeds, the  police and  peons w ere 
P athans, w oollen  clo th  dealers were M ughals and  th e  cu ltiva to rs 
were Sheikhs. But now -a-days such  d istinction  does n o t exist.

T he M uslim s are all Sunnis  w ith a  sprink ling  o f  Shias 
am ong  the  refugees from  B ihar an d  U tta r  P radesh  o f  India. 
T he follow ers o f  M irza  G hu lam  A hm ed Q ad ian , popu larly  
know n as Q adian is o r A hm adis, o f  la te  m ade the ir presence 
felt by organising them selves in to  a  com pact com m unity  now  
inhab iting  the  A hm ad  N ag a r co lony  n ear P anchagarh .

The d ifferen t religious g roups observe the ir religious rites
and  ritu a ls  in  th e  m anner prescribed  by the ir respective reli
gions. Besides saying th e ir  p rayers five tim es daily , th e  M us
lims o f  th e  d istric t congregate in  the  m osques every F riday  
to  oflFer th e ir  Jum m a  p rayer. T hey also assem ble in  th e  Idgahs  
on  the  occasion o f  Idul-Fitr  an d  Idul-A zha  to  offer th e ir  Id -
prayer. O n  th e  o th e r h an d , the  H indus an d  th e  C h ris tian s
th ro n g  th e  tem ples an d  churches respectively fo r  the  observance 
o f  the ir religious cerem onies. R eligion p lays an  im p o rta n t 
ro le  in  m oulding the  social life o f  the people an d  restra ins
its adheren ts fro m  indulging in  im m oral activities. T he accep
tance o f  in te rest is p roh ib ited  in  Islam , so th e  d ev o u t M uslim s 
re fra ir fro m  it. T b j influence o f  Pirs  an d  M urshids  am ong
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th e  M uslim s an d  th a t o f  Sannyasis  and  Sadhus  am ong  the  
H indus and  aborig inals is still very great. M any  superstitions 
have th e ir  o rig in  in  religion. These a re  encouraged  by  the  
half-literate  Pirs  a n d  Sannyasis  an d  are  still deep-roo ted  am ong  
the  people.

T h e  b ir th  o f  a  baby  is generally regarded  as an  ausp icious Birth and deaths, 
event am ong th e  people o f  the  d istric t. T h e  H indus greet it 
w ith  b low ing o f  conch-shells and  beating  o f  d rum s. W hen a 
baby  is b o rn  am ong  the  M uslim s, it  is first bathed  and  then 
azan  (call to  p rayer) is u tte red  in to  its ears. A fterw ards aqiqa 
cerem ony is held w hen a  fo rm al M uslim  nam e is given to  the 
child . T w o goats o r  sheep are sacrificed in  case o f  a  m ale 
child  an d  one in case o f  a  fem ale child. M eat is d istribu ted  
am ong friends an d  neighbours an d  feasts a re  held  fo r the 
en terta in m en t o f  rela tions and  friends.

T he funeral cerem ony am ong the M uslim s is a  som bre affair.
T he dead -body  is w ashed, covered w ith  new  w hite clo thes and  
perfum ed. A special p rayer called namaj-e-janaja  is offered to  
invoke blessings o f  A llah  o n  th e  departed  soul. T hen  the  dead- 
body  is ca rried  o n  a  w ooden  kha tia  (bier) by th e  relations.
T h e  dead-body  follow ed by  a  p rocession  o f  m ourners is finally 
ta k e n  to  th e  graveyard  w here it is la id  to  rest decently and  
reverentially . V erses from  th e  H oly  Q uran  a re  recited  a t the 
tim e o f  th e  funeral. A fter the  bu ria l fa te h a  khaw ani is offered, 
w hen  people gather in  the  house o f  th e  deceased and  p ray  for 
th e  sa lvation  o f  th e  departed  soul.

T h e  H indus generally  b u rn  their dead , b u t there are som e 
castes am ong  them  w ho follow  th e  custom  o f  burial. T he San- 
th a ls  follow  the la tte r  custom . The H in d u s’ funeral processions 
a re  accom panied w ith  shouting  o f haribol and  som etim es w ith 
m usic as they m a rc h  to  the  burning-gA o/.

T h e  aborig inals include th e  S an tha l, th e  O ra o n  an d  th e  M u n d a  The Santhals., 
tr ib es . O f  these the Santhals fa r exceed the o th er tw o in  num ber, Muftdas^”** 
T he num erical superio rity  o f  the  S an tha ls  can  be a ttr ib u ted  to  
the  e  icouragem ent given by the late M a h ara ja  G irijan a th  R ay  o f 
D ina jpu r fo r th e ir  large scale im p o rta tio n  from  th e  S anthal 
P arg an as fo r th e  cu ltiva tion  o f th e  extensive fallow  lands in 
th e  d istric t. T h e  aborig inals are o f  ebony co lour w ith  little 
g row th  o f  beard , and  are stockily  b u ilt, capable o f  undertak ing  
h ard  labour.

T he rest o f  the  people w ho fo rm  the  b u lk  o f  the popu la tion  
o f  th e  d is tric t a re  o f  m ixed A ry an  b lood . T here  a re  as m any 
v aria tio n s in  them  as is perm issible by natu re , and  very few o f 
th e  io h ab itan ts  possess pu re  A ryan  characteristics. A m ong  th e

4
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C aste H indus as well as th e  M uslim s, there a re  m an y  w hose 
physical features a re  a lm ost iden tical w ith  th e  R ajbansis. T here  
a re  o thers w ho are ju s t o n  the  b o rd er line o f  the  A ryan  g ro u p . 
T he better class o f  M uslim  fam ilies claim  to  be descended from  
A fghan  o r  M ughal soldiers o r officials w ho cam e to  th e  d istric t 
du ring  th e  M uslim  ru le an d  subsequently  settled there an d  g o t 
the ir b lood  m ixed w ith th a t ol' som e native people. A fter P a r ti
tio n  a  good  num ber o f  M uslim s from  In d ia  also  se ttled  in  
th e  d istric t. Som e o f  them  have p ronounced  A ryan physical 
features. T he A ryan  elem ent is also represented  by a  few 
b e tte r class fam ilies, m ostly  o f  fo re ign  orig in , w ho follow ed the  
M uslim  conquerors, b o th  A fghan and M ughal, as soldiers an d  tra 
ders an d  ob ta in ed  posts as m inisterial officers and  clerks under 
their rule. N orm ally , the  M uslim s are a  hom ogenous and dem o
cratic  com m unity , ap a rt from  the  Inevitable d istinctions o f  w ealth , 
b u t in  B iram pur (C harka i) under F u lbari po lice-sta tion  it w as 
found  th a t a . lass o f  Teli o r  oil-pressing M uslim s, know n as Kulus, 
w ere n o t in ter-m arry ing  w ith  the  o rd inary  cu ltivating  M uslim s. 
A n o th er separate  class am ong the  M uslim s is the  Shershabadiyas. 
T hey are  im m igrants. T hey  cam e 40 o r  50 years ago an d  are  n o t 
afra id  o f  th e  h ard  cond itions o f  life in  land th a t m ay be flooded. 
T hey are  also  know n as Diaras presum ably  due to  the ir orig inal 
hom e being in  the  i) /a rv  areas by the  G anges. T hey  show  com 
m endable enterprise  and  go  far afield as traders an d  carteiS . T hey  
are  considered to  be very punctilious in  th e ir  religious observances, 
m ore so th a n  the  general run  o f  D ina jpu r M uslim  cu ltiva to rs , and 
have been fo und  to  arrange by  subscrip tion , fo r teachers o f 
A rab ic  in  the ir village schools.

M o st o f  the Sant!,als an d  som e Tantis  o r  w eavers o f  the  
d istric t are A nim ists. The salient features o f  A nim ism , as 
described by  M r. G a it in  his A ssam  Census R ep o rt o f  1891, 
consist in  the  vague belief in  som e one om nipo ten t being w ho 
is well-disposed tow ards m en, and  a  num ber o f  evil sp irits 
w ho are  ill-disposed tow ards hum an  beings and  to  w hose m ale
volen t influence are ascribed all the  woes w hich afflict m ank ind . 
Sacrifices a re  m ade to  p rop itia te  these evil sp irits so  th a t cala
m ity can  be averted. There is no regular priesthood , b u t som e 
persons are supposed to  be better endow ed w ith  the pow ers o f  
d iv ination  than  others. T here is a  p ro found  belief in  om ens 
o f  all so rts ; no jo u  ney is undertaken  unless it is ascerta ined  
th a t the  fates are prop itious. This will, however, be ciscussed 
in  details la ter on.

The Rajbansis, Risley was o f  the op in ion  th a t ethnically tlie R ajbansis, the  
iho I’aiiyas and paUyas and  the  K oches w ere the sam e. T liere is a  legend
tue HocBeS. , , ,

w hich was recounted by D r. B uchai.an  (H am ilton), th a t the

Animism.
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R ajbansis a re  th e  descendants o f  those  K shattriyas w ho fled 
aw ay from  the  w ra th  o f  P arsu ram . T he K oches w ere originally 
n o t H indus an d  th is  legend was p robab ly  invented in  o rd er to  
find a  p lace fo r them  in th e  H in d u  society. A ccording to
Risley, th e  Paliya caste is a  sub-caste o f  the  R ajbansi caste.

In  the 1901 C ensus, the  K oches and  the  R ajbansis were XheKochesand 
recorded  together, b u t in  the C ensus o f  1911 they w ere recorded jje  C e S S ^ o f*
separately . M r. L. S. S. O ’M alley, the  then  Superin tendent o f  I90l and 1911.
C ensus O perations, was o f  th e  view th a t irrespective o f  any 
q u es tio n  o f  o rig ia , th e  R ajbansis an d  th e  K oches w ere separate 
castes, an d  the  R ajbansis an d  the  K oches w ere accordingly 
show n separate ly  in  the  C ensus R ep o rt o f  1911, b u t the  Paliyas 
w ere included am ong  the  R ajbansis.

I n  th e  C ensus o f  1921 also  no  reco rd  o f  th e  Paliyas w as Th« Partyas tn 
k ep t. T h e  typ ical R ajbansi has a  sh o rt b ro ad  figure, b road  
across th e  shoulder and  across th e  calves o f  the  legs. H is nose 
is b ro ad  across the nostrils , the  eyes a re  long and narrow  and  
th e  cheek bones high. T he general appearance show s u n 
m istakab le  signs o f  M ongo lian  strain .

T he K oches, the  R ajbansis and  the Paliyas have the  sam e The Koches, the
general appearance. T he w om en freely go ab o u t the  coun try - Rajbanrfs a i^
• j  j  j  xi. ; 'f'l. II - 1  . the Paliyas: thelxside an d  a tten d  the  hats. T hey generally w ear a  single patani social life.

c lo th  in  check o r striped  p a tte rn , w hich is folded across th e
body  an d  extends fro m  ju s t  above th e  breasts to  the  knees. T he
m ore sophisticated  am ong  w om en w ear saree -, w hile am ong m en
the  w earing o f  dhoti, sh irt, coa t o r  chadar is becom ing com m on.
T he K oches w orsh ip  Siva w hile the  R ajbansis a re  m ainly Vais-
nabs.

R isley no ted  th a t a  D eshi, a  sub-caste, cou ld  take rice, w ater, 
sw eetm eats, e tc ., from  a  Paliya m an  b u t n o t from  a  Paliya 
w om an. T here  is n o  in ter-m arriage betw een the Paliyas and  the 
D eshis. T he R ajbansis have re tu rned  them selves as H indus and  
they  w ear the sacred  th read , b u t till 1931 certain  custom s were 
p revalen t am ong them  w hich w ere no t in  consontnice w ith  the 
tenets o f  H induism . M r. A . E. P o rte r, the  Superin tendent o f  
C ensus O p era tio n  o f  th e  1931 C ensus, recorded  th a t divorce w as 
p rac tised  am ong them  as well as the  system  o f  com pan ionate 
m arriage know n as gagoch  in  R angpur. U nder the  system , a 
young  m an  was received in to  a  fam ily and  he lived w ith a  girl 
o f  the  househo ld  w ith  £ view to  la ter on  being accepted as the 
h u sb a n d  o f  th e  girl and  in  th e  m eantim e w orked fo r the pros
pective father-in-law . T h e  rem arriage o f  w idows was custom ary  
a n d  a tta c h m e its  n o t am oun ting  to  form al m arriage wer^' entered 
iu to  by w idow s an d  divorced w om en.
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The Santbsis. T he S anthals hail from  th a t p a rt o f  B ihar and  W est Bengal 
w hich is d rained  by the D am odar and  the K asai rivers. T ha 
D am o d ar is the sacred river o f  the S an ih .Is . A bou t the  cir
cum stances under w hich the im m igration  o f  the Santhals in to  the 
d istric t began , M r. G a it, w ho was the  C ensus S uperin tenden t o f 
1901, said  as follow s :

"A b o u t fifty years ago it occurred  to  th e  m anager o f  a 
G overnm ent sta te  th a t the  w aste land  m igh t be re
claim ed i f  Santals were im ported  an d  settled there . The 
experim ent was m ade and  proved  such a  success th a t
th e  influx has con tinued  ever s in ce ......................Their
lead has been follow ed by  a  few M undas and  
O raons from  R an ch i.”

Social life and 
their festivals.

T he follow ing acco u n t o f th e  system o f  tr ib a l governm ent 
am ong the  Santhals is quo ted  from  th e  C ensus R e p o rt o f  M r. 
O ’M alley (C ensus o f  1911) :

Manjbi. “ T he system  o f  T ribal G overnm ent am ong the  S an ta ls is
closely bound  u p  w ith  the  com m unal system . I ts  u n it 
is the  village, a t the  head o f  w hich is th e  S an ta l 
H eadm an o r M nryhh He is essen tial to  S an ta l life, every 
pub lic  sacrifice, cerem ony an d  festival requ iring  his 
presence. S hould  a  S an ta l village have a  headm an  
o f  a n o th e r  race, they will a p p o in t a  S an ta l to  p erfo rm  
all th e  social an d  cerem onial d ea th s  (du ties) o f  the  
M anjhi. He is called a  B andi M anjhi, i. e., a  liq u o r 
headm an, the  consu m p tio n  o f  liq u o r being  a  fea tu re  
o f  th e ir  cerem onies.

"T h e  M anjhi sum m ons the  villagers w hen any  question  
arises affecting th e ir  com m on in terests , o r  w hen a 
villager has com plained  to  h im  an d  a  com m unal 
ju d g em en t is required . T h e  m eeting  is ca lled  a 
Panchayat o r in  S antali m orehor ( lite ra lly  five m en), 
a  te rm  which p robably  orig ina lly  signified the  headm an  
and  the fo u r o th e r  village officials.

Oesb Manjbi. “ Every village has its  council p lace ( th e  M anihi than)
w here Panchayats a re  held  a n d  p e tty  d ispu tes 
are se ttled . The Panchayat a lso  d isposes o f  m ore 
serious questions, such as d ispu tes ab o u t m arriage an d  
inheritance. Q uestions o f  serious im portance are  referred 
to  a  Panchayat consisting  o /  th e  ne ighbouring  M anjh is 
under the  co n tro l o f the  Parganit

A ccord ing  to  M r. Bell, th e  S e ttlem en t Officer, in  1934-40 
th e  S an tha ls are a  class ap a r t in th e  c o u n try s id e . T h e ir  houses 
are usually  ‘nea t look ing ’ th o u g h  b u ilt o f  m ud . T heir hom estead
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o ften  includes a  garden  in  w hich a  few ‘m arigo ld  p la n ts’ m ay be 
seen. They are  fond  o f  flowers and  m usic. The w om en-folk 
h e lp  th e  m en in  ag ricu ltu ra l w ork , an d  consequently  enjoy alm ost 
eq u a l s ta tu s  w ith  th e  m en in  th e  econom ic sphere. T hey  w ear 
shadis  w hich pass o ff th e  w aist across th e  b reast and  over one 
shou lder. T hey  w ear pecu liarly  shaped  o rnam en ts  a t  th e ir  ankles.

T he S an tha ls  observe th ree b ig  festivals in  a  year. These 
a re  t\iQ Pausha Parab, th e  Fagua Parab, and  th e  Chaitra Parab- 
T he first is a  fo rm  o f  harvest festival an d  th e  second  corres
po n d s to  the  festival o f  holi am ong the  H indus. A t each  o f
these  festivals, the re  is a  good  deal o f  dancing  an d  d rink ing  o f
liq u o r m ade o f rice. M en an d  w om en take  p a r t  in  the  cerem o
nial dances. The S an th a ls  keep p o u ltry , especially fowls. They 
are  fond  o f  w itnessing cock fight. T hey  arc  extrem ely  fond  o f 
d o g s , an d  the re  is h a rd ly  a  S an th a l fam ily w hich does n o t have 
a  dog . T he S an th a ls  can  subsist on  w ild p la n ts  w hich are n o t 
com m only  edible.

N early  th ree  q u a rte rs  o f  the  houses are th a tch ed , b u ilt on  DwelHng booses
bam b o o  fram e. Som e houses have m ud  w alls and  roofs o f  Saathais,
co rru g ated  iro n  sheets. O n ly  the rich  persons have pucca brick- 
bu ilt houses in  th e  villages, b u t in  u rb an  areas pucca Houses are 
qu ite  a  com m on sigh t. T he th a tch ed  an d  tin  roofed houses have 
slop ing  roofs, w hereas the  pucca bu ild ings have flat ones. The 
p ecu lia rity  o f  th e  houses is th a t  th ey  have sm all and  low  doors 
and  a lm o st n o  w indow . I f  the re  a re  w indow s, they  are  m ade 
a t  a  h ig h e r level so th a t n o  one can  peep th ro u g h  them  from  
outside. T here  is p rac tica lly  no furn itu re except w ooden 
b ed s tea d  and  b am b o o  m achang  (lo ft) o r kha tia  o n  w hich the  
people o f  th e  com paratively  w ell-to -do  class sp read  the ir beds.
O th ers  do  i t  o n  th e  floor on  a  chata i and  lie dow n th e re . The 
S an tha ls specially keep  th e ir  houses very neat and  clean, an d  the 
H indus have o rn am e n ta l deco rations on  the  w alls p a in ted  by 
th e ir  w om en.

T he laban  o r nabanna  cerem ony (new rice) is undoubted ly  General cnstoro 
o f  g re a t im portance  to  th e  ru ra l people o f  th e  d is tric t. B u t Jre^SS^amonR 
these are reserved fo r w om en only. the Hindus and

the Mualims.

T his is observed  d u rin g  th e  harvest tim e when delicious 
p rep a ra tio n  5 from  ni^wly harvested  foodgrains are m ade and  
friends an d  re la tio n s  a re  en te rta in ed . W hen there is a  p ro longed  
d ro u g h t, th e  l i t t le  ch ildren  and  w om en fo rm  them selves 
in to  a  g roup  a n d  g o  ro u n d  the village from  house to  house 
b e s e e 'h irg  G od  in  an  appealing  song to  send clouds an d  rain  
an d  save th e m  fro m  th e  scorching h ea t. T here  is also a  custom
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am ong the  ru ra l w om en, stric tly  am ongst the  H indu  com m unity , 
to  en te rta in  a  m arried  girl in  the  seventh  m o n th  o f  the first 
pregnancy w ith  seven kinds o f  fruits.

Superstitions. A  n u m b er o f  superstitions is found  am ong  b o th  th e  H indus 
a n d  M uslim s o f  th e  d is tric t. In  th is respect reciprocal in 
fluence o f  the  H indus an d  the  M uslim s o n  each o th e r  is evident. 
T h e  H indus arc very careful a b o u t the  om ens and  auspicious 
days. D ates fo r w edding  are  o ften  fixed a fte r co n su ltin g  a H indu 
astro loger. B am boos are n o t cu t, n o r th e  bu ild ing  o f  new 
houses com m enced on  certa in  days o f  the  w eek an d  journeys 
a re  often  u n d ertak en  only  a f te r  referring  to  the  H indu alm anacs 
to  sec if  th e  p roposed  day  is auspicious. W hen d isease is 
p reva len t, goddesses Sitla and  R akshya K ali arc w orshipped.

A p art from  th e  H indu  superstitions th e re  a re  ce rta in  form s 
o f  w orsh ip  com m on am ong M uslim s w hich are n o t based 
on  th e  Q u ra n . T h e  m o st com m on o f  these  is th e  a d o ra tio n  o f  
th e  d ep arted  p irs .  A s opposed  to  th e  mullah  or learned  teacher 
w ho teaches o r  expounds th e  Is lim  law  an d  do g m as to  the 
M uslim s, the  p ir  incu lcates the  sp iritual subm ission to  and 
com m union  w ith  A llah . In  early  tim es the people w ere very 
d evo ted  to  the  p ir ,  w ho w as supposed to  possess su p e rn a tu ra l 
pow ers. T h ere  a re  innum erab le  pira ttars  w hich have been 
recorded  in  th e  khatians.  B ara P ir Saheb, P anch P ir S aheb , 
S atya  P ir  Saheb, M a d ar P ir  S aheb are on ly  a  few o f  the  
com m oner sa in ts  in  w hose nam es pirattars  w ere fo u n d . T hen  
th e re  a re  th o se  ded icated  to  Bibi F aicm a, Bibi Shahebani 
and  N u r Bibi Shaheba. Som etim es the villagers w ere m ore 
ca tho lic , an d  pirsthans  an d  debstharts  are shared w ith  H indu 
villagers. A  n u m b er o f  such places are n o te d  in  the  record  
as I  S inn i  is offered a t  the  piras-
thans  a t the  fo o t o f  a  tree , by b o th  H indus and  M uslim s, and  
clay m odelled horses a re  offered as th a n k s-g iv in g  fo r recovery 
from  illness. T h e  nahanna  o r cerem ony a t  th e  beg inn ing  of 
harvest is observed by b o th  H indus and  M uslim s.

Cvltnrai pattern In  th e  c u ltu ra l sphere th e  people o f  th e  d is tr ic t  a re  n o t
• f  the people. very m uch  advanced , th ough  th e  p ercen tage o f  literacy  is h gher 

th a n  m any o th e r  d istric ts  o f  B angladesh. T he people live 
a  sim ple life an d  the ir in te llec tua l level is n o t high- A s a  ru le , 
they  are  fa ta listic , and  accept life as it  is w ith o u t b o th e rin g  
a b o u t th e  in tricacies o f  th e  philosophy  o f  h igher life. A section 
o f  the  people w ho have the  ligh t o f  m odern  e d u c a tio n  are, 
how ever, p rogressive-m inded , and  strive h a rd  fo r raising  the ir 
c u ltu ra l s tan d ard .
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T he gam es a n d  sp o rts  i a  w hich th e  ru ra l people take  a  Games and 
lo t o f  in te rest a re  ha-du-du  an d  dariabandah. In  u rb an  areas 
w estern  gam es like fo o tb a ll an d  cricket are p layed , especially 
in  the  cam puses o f  schools an d  colleges.

A  sec tio n  o f  th e  people o f  th e  d is tric t a re  lovers o f  m usic, M ask a id  
b o th  instrum en ta l an d  vocal. T he m usical in strum en ts include dance. 
dhol, karta l, ek tara , madal, flute, harm onium  an d  tabla. They 
a lso  en joy  w ith  g re a t en thusiasm  Jairagan, kavigan, an d  o th e r  
fo lksongs. T he people have a  great lik ing fo r bhawaiya  so n fs , 
w hich w ith  th e ir  em o tio n a l n o te s  m ove th e  h ea rts  o f  the  sim ple 
v illage folks. D ance as a  social fo rm  o f  en te rta in m en t is com m on 
a m o n g  th e  abo rig in a ls . E ven  th e  g irls and  you n g  w om en o f  
H in d u  an d  M uslim  fam ilies ta k e  p a r t in  dance an d  fro licsom e 
m usic a rran g e d  d u rin g  m arriage  cerem onies.

T h e  M uslim s a lm o st w ith o u t an y  excep tion  w ear lungU 
gen ji (c o tto n  vest) a n d  sh irt, an d  o n  special occasions, such  as 
Id’u l-F ur, e tc ., w ear pyjam as  an d  caps o f  various shapes an d  
co lou r. T he H indus including the  R aj ansis p u t o n  dhoti. B oth  
th e  M uslim s an d  th e  H indus o f  the d istric t carry  a  napk in , locally 
called  gam cha  w hich, w hen occasions dem and, is w rapped  ro u n d  
th e  m iddle p o rtio n  o f  the  b are  body. In  sum m er, u p p er p a r t  o f  
th e  body  usually  rem ains uncovered a n d  during  the  cold season 
on ly  a  coarse chadar (w rapper) is used to  cover the  body  as 
p ro tec tio n  aga in st cold. T h e  w om en in  general an d  those o f  th e  
R ajbansi and  Paliya classes in  p articu la r w ear bakni o r  rata  
w hich has th e  shape o f  a  lungi, a  piece o f  c lo th  less th a n  h  If 
th e  length  o f  a  saree an d  w rapped  ro und  th e ir  bodies an d  tied 
in  a  k n o t ju s t  over the  breast. I t  covers th e  p a r t o f  the  body 
fro m  th e  b reast to  the  knees an d  p robab ly  keeps them  free to  
m ove a b o u t an d  w ork  w ith  m ore ease an d  com fort. T he w om en 
o f  m eans use sarees, b louses and  petticoats , co loured  sarees, 
specially  o f  b lue , green, red  an d  m ixed b righ t stripes and  
checks a re  p referred  by  th e  w om en. T here is p ractically  no  
d ifference betw een w in ter an d  sum m er c lo th in g  fo r them . T he 
no ticeable change in  the  scanty  dress o f  the  people during  the 
w inter is the  add itio n  o f  a  co tto n  chadar (w rapper), occasionally  
a  m ixed co tto n  an d  w oollen one, w hich is w rapped  ro u n d  the 
body . I n  ra iny  season w hen  m en rem ain  engaged in  cu ltiva tion  
w ork  in  m u d  an d  w ater, they p u t o n  on ly  a  kopn i o r lengti 
(lo in  clo th) a  very  sm all piece o f  clo th  an d  gam cha  tigh tly  
w rapped  ro u n d  th e ir  heads. In  sum m er an d  ra in y  seasons 
nm brella 'i a re  used by those  w ho can  afford  to  buy  them , the rest o f 
th e  people have th e ir  m athalis o r  jhapies, a  w ide brim m ed bam boo  
an d  le a f  h a t  th a t p ro tec ts  th e m  from  sun  an d  ra in . W estern  
d ress  is m aking its appearance to  supp lan t th e  ind igenous one in
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Fcithr«l9, fairs, 
meias, etc*

Main a id  
sabaidiary 
occapatioas.

u rb an  areas. T he S anthal w om en w ear coarse hom espun  co tton  
sarees o f  gay co lou r w hich rarely  reach th e ir  knees from  breast, 
the  u p p er en d  flung over th e  shoulders.

T here is n o  special d ress fo r children. M any, how ever, 
specially in  the  u rb an  areas use shorts and  sh irts, w hile in 
the  ru ra l areas they  w ear sim ply lengtis. The follow ing o rn a 
m ents are usually  w o rn  by th e  w om en: anklet, locally  called 
kharu, bangles, arm lets, necklace, ear-ring , tik li, bichka, fingei- 
rings, glass m ade churis, bangles etc. A  negligible p ro p o rtio n  o f  
th e  people w ear shoes b u t th e  use o f  w ooden sandals is widely 
prevalent.

Erinajpur is well know n fo r its fairs an d  m elas  w hich 
a re  held th ro u g h o u t the w in ter an d  spring  m onths. A m ong the  
item s o f  transac tions in  the  fairs a re  cattle in  the m ain . These 
are  b ro u g h t from  far and  near in  large num ber. B risk  business 
in  clothes, hosiery , sta tionery , trinke ts an d  fancy goods a re  
also  m ade an d  th e  traders reap  a  rich  harvest in  these  fairs, as 
th e  villagers a re  only  to o  eager to  buy th ings rare ly  found  in 
th e ir  locality . A rrangem ents fo r circus, carn ival an d  d ram a tic  
perform ances a re  also  m ade in  these fairs fo r th e  en terta inm en t 
o f  th e  visitors w ho have a  fo rtn igh t o f  spree in  buying  and 
m erry-m aking . A t K an tan ag ar, w here th e re  is a  tem ple o f  great 
arch itec tu ral beau ty , a  m ela  is held in  h o n o u r o f  K antaji, 
a  H indu  god , and  thousands o f  H indus assem ble th e re  to  offer 
puja. T he nam es o f  the  m ost n o tab le  m elas a re  given below :

(1) C heradang i, (2) D h u k a ijh a ri, (3) A low akhaw a, 
(4) D hem dem i K alirm ela, (5) N ekm ard , (6) Fasil- 
d anga , (7) K a tia  M ela, (8) C h in tam an , (9) K anta* 
nagar.

T he p rincipal occupation  o f  th e  people o f  th e  d is tric t is 
cu ltiva tion . P ersons in  business, trad e , professions, o r  govern
m e n t services fo rm  a  very sm all percen tage o f  th e  popu la tion . 
U n like o th er d istric ts o f  the  province, th e  pressure o f  p o p u la 
tio n  on  land  is n o t h igh and  the  people in  general a rc  n o t 
in  w an t o f  fo o d ; they  do  n o t like to  m ove ou tside the  d istrict, 
even tem porarily  to  seek o th e r m eans o f  livelihood. M oreover, 
they  a re  nosta lg ic  to  a  degree an d  unless very h a rd  pressed they 
do  n o t leave the ir hom es. S easonal m igration  from  o th e r  
d istric ts d u ring  th e  harvest tim e an d  fo r m ak ing  b ricks in  the 
k ilns is n o t a n  uncom m on  sight. T here is p ractically  n o  skilled 
la b o u r o r professional class here. A s they  have few er w ork , 
they  have little  inclination  to  exert them selves fully. L ack  o f 
in itiative appears to  be such a  no ticeab le characteristic  o f  the 
people th a t adm in istra to rs an d  o th e r  well-w ishers o f  th e  d istric t
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have been  m aking  po in ted  rem arks ab o u t it fo r a  considerable 
tim e. T he ho u rs  o f  w ork  an d  rest am ong them  are n o t precisely 
fixed, b u t usually  they  go o u t to  th e  field early  in  th e  
m o rn in g  an d  ta k e  a  long n a p  in  th e  afte rnoon . W om en 
and  ch ild ren  also  w o rk  b o th  a t  hom e and  in  the  field when 
occasion  dem ands.

E arthenw ares o f  a rtis tic  value an d  various articles o f  Arts and
b am b o o  w hich are good fo r in te rio r d eco ra tion , as well as fo r *
househo ld  use, a re  m ade locally  by  expert craftsm en. T he m aking 
o f  dhokra, w hich is the  local nam e o f  hom e-m ade ju te  m a t and  
clay po tte ry  a re  th e  tw o co ttage industries w orthy  o f  m ention.
T h e  w om en are  expert in  m aking  gutri o r  c o tto n  quilts. These 
a rc  m ade o f  fibres o f  raw  and o ld  co tto n  m ateria l an d  em broi
dered  over w ith  a rtis tic  designs in  variegated  colours. Both 
m en  an d  w om en a re  engaged in  po tte ry  an d  ju tc-raade dhokra  
industries.

T he presence o f  som e arch itec tu ral m onum ents in  D in a jp u r ArcWt«ct«re. 
d is tric t bears te stim ony  to  th e  fac t th a t in  ancient and  m edi- 
aval period  the  reg ion  was in  th e  lim e-light and  the  ru lers
an d  in fluential people left the ir m a rk  in  these creative activities.
T h e  follow ing accoun ts o f  these m onum en ts and  relics will
give an  idea a b o u t arch itec tu re  in  the d is tric t;

(1) T he G opalgan j m osque in  D in a jp u r d istrict, erected in
865 A .H . (A .D . 1460) has a  single-dom e square  
p rayer-hall w ith  a  fro n t verandah . T he m onum ent 
dates fro m  the  tim e o f  the  Second Ilyas Shahi rulers.

(2) T he stone  w orks o f  th e  H usain  Shahi period is n o t
confined to  th e  cap ita l, G our. W e have such bu ild 
ings still existing fa r aw ay from  the cap ita l, b u t 
located  on ly  in  N o rth  Bengal. T he m osque a t S ura 
is a  typ ical exam ple o f  th is style. I t  is bu ilt o f 
b rick , w ith  w alls faced w ith stones to  a  considerable 
height. T h e  stones dep ic t panels and  o ther designs 
sim ilar to  those  a t  th e  C h h o ta  Sona M asjid . O n 
g ro u n d  o f  style, it  m ust be d a ted  to  the  H usain  
Shahi period.

T he m osque follow s the  p la n  o f  the  L a ttan  M asjid  a t A d ina, L attaa Masjid. 
M aldah  (In d ia ), an d  consists o f  a  square  hall, 16 
feet each  side, w ith  a  fro n t co rridor. A t all the 
angles we have octagonal tow ers, six in  all and  
th e  corn ice is cu rved  as usua l. T here  are th ree  
arched  doorw ays, one on  th e  east, one on 
th e  n o r th  an d  one on  th e  sou th , and  three
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deco rated  m ihrahs o n  th e  w est. A  single dom e 
carried  o n  squ inchcs an d  a lso  su p p o rted  by p illars 
covers th e  hall. T h e  m osq u e  s ta n d s  in  a  dense 
ju n g le  ab o u t seven m iles w est o f  th e  ru in s  o fG h o ra -  
g h a t, a w ell-know n police o u tp o st.

Kaataoagar (3) T here is an  old tem ple o f  g reat a rc h itec tu ra l beau ty
Temple. a t  K an tan ag a r, s itu a ted  ab o u t 12 m iles to  th e  n o rth

o f D ina jpu r tow n, on  D in a jp u r-T h ak u rg ao n  R oad . 
I t  is supposed to  have been co n s tru c te d  d u rin g  the 
la te r  M ughal period  by R aja P ran  N a th  o f  D inajpur. 
T h e  tem ple w hich fell in to  decay h a s  now  been 
repaired and  is being  looked  a f te r  by th e  A rch aeo lo 
gical D epartm en t.

(4) G h o ra g h a t (place o f  horse), the  s tab le  o f legendary  
R a ja  B irat, conquered  by Ism ail G haz i, a  G en era l o f  
N asra t K h an , K ing  o f  G our, in  the  fifteen th  cen tu ry , 
w hich con tinued  to  be a  m ilita ry  s ta tio n  from  th a t 
tim e till a lm o st th e  end o f  the  M ughal ru le , bears 
m arks (relics) o f  a rch itec tu ra l ac tiv ities in  th e  form  
o f  old bricks in ruins.

i^cWtectarai A n elegantly  decorated  pillar belonging  to  th e  lOth cen tu ry  an d
M^fic*nn referring  to  a  K am boja  prince has recen tly  been acqu ired  fro m  the

D inajpu r R aj palace, w here it had  been set up  from  th e  ru ins 
o f th e  P a la  cap ita l a t B angarh, now  in W est Bengal. I t  is 
d ivided in to  th ree  sec tions; th e  sq u a re  base, th e  dodecagonal 
shaft and  th e  suqare  top . Each co rner o f  th e  base c o n ta in s  the  
cen tau r an d  e lephan t m otifs , above w hich there is a  lavishly 
decorated  vase w ith  a  rich fo liage com ing  dow n to  its  low er parts . 
T h e  b o tto m  o f  th e  shafi dep icts on  each side a  lo tu s  stem  and 
a  creeper device, each a lte rn a tin g  w ith  th e  o th er an d  b o th  co n 
nected w ith  the  o rn am en ta l fo liage o f  th e  vase. T he upper p a r t  
o f  th e  shaft con ta in s a  num ber o f  kirti-m ukhas, fro m  each o f 
w hich is suspended w hat m ay be called  a cha in -and-bell m o tif. 
T h e  to p  is a  vase tak in g  th e  fo rm  o f  a  big am laka  a t w hose 
b o tto m  geom etrical p a tte rn s  are visible.

C arved  stone and  w ooden b rackets, p illars, doo rjam bs 
lin te l pieces an d  railings, fo rm ing  p a rt o f  th e  m useum  collec
tio n , also belonging  to  th e  scu lp tu ra l a r t  o f  anc ien t Bengal, 
ind icate th e  excellence o f th e  w oodcarver’s an d  th e  stone- 
carver’s a r t .  T hey  belong m ostly  to  th e  period  o f  1000-1200 A .D .

T h e  m useum  has also  a  num ber o f  s to n e  slabs an d  railings 
w ith  ido ls o f  B uddhist an d  B rahm inical d eities, b o th  carved 
in  ro u n d  an d  in  relief. A n o th e r  rem ark ab le  piece ob ta ined



-  f

f̂_tt rtt E> if jbKlfciViL- in

— :— ' ^ , 1 7  > -  ■;»  - I "  » » . i  I f  j i r | 4* i i i  . 1 ^

*■'-*■1".!?* I7 ’0» ]fc>~' ,»'n

tf” (fe :,4 [■ ̂ 4 f ( ' - j

CM
06
in

d  
a

<o
o .
Eu

H
w.«
Oij
rt
cRSw
c
CQ

a>
* >

’«
&
gc



Cb. in  PEOPLE, SOCIETY AND CULTURE 59

fro m  D in a jp u r is a  vo tive  m o n o lith  o f  a  m in ia tu re  chaitya  o f  
rekha  v arie ty  w ith  figures o f  B uddha o n  its  fo u r sides an d  a 
richly  sikhara  o f  cu rv ilinear type, to p p ed  by  an  am laka,
show ing th e  ev o lu tio n  o f  th is  type o f  tem ple.

A h igh  degree o f  skill in a r t  and  scu lp tu re  w as a tta in ed  in Scolptore. 
th is  reg ion  d u rin g  the  re ign  o f  th e  P ala em perors. Especially 
scu lp tu re  flourished under th e ir  p a tro n ag e . By th is  tim e 
th e  a r tis ts  had  found  a  different m ode o f  expression.
A s can  be seen from  the  im ages w hich have been and
are  s till being  found , they w orked in  stone instead  o f
clay , and  th e  n o t inconsiderab le num ber o f  s ta tu es  and
im ages th a t have been u n ea rth ed  in  th e  d is tric t show s very 
h igh  excellence o f  a r tis tic  skill. T h e  s ta tu es  w ere usually  chisel
led  o u t o f  b lack b asa lt. D h im an  an d  B itap  also  evolved a 
d is  inc i sty le o f  sculpture.

W hat is p ro b ab ly  a  u n iq u e  exam ple is a  recen t ac q u isitio n  Sculpture pieces 
from  D in ajp u r. I t is a n  im age o f  an  eigh t-handed  fem ale 
deity  in  a  fine-grained b lack  b asa lt, m easuring  2 'x 2 '- 2 " ,  seated Dacca Museum, 
on an  w oven cane o r  bam boo  stoo l, so com m only  used in  
Bengal. I t  is u n fo rtu n a te ly  grievously dam aged , w ith  all the  
h ands b roken  a t  th e  elbow  an d  the  face also  unrecogn isab ly  
ch ipped  by iconoclasts. T h e  figure, a lth o u g h  carved o n  a  stele, 
s tan d  o u t a lm ost w holly in  th e  round . T he im age, possibly th a t 
o f  S ita ia p a tr j Jara, a  fo rm  o f  th e  personified em anations o f  the 
D hyani B uddha , s its  in  w h a t is called  a  LaUtasana  pose w ith  
her r ig h t leg p en d en t and resting  on  a  lo tu s , and  th e  le ft tucked  
u p o n  th e  seat. O n  e ith e r side o f  th e  w oven s to o l a re  s tand ing  
fem ale figures in  tribhanga  pose, one ho ld ing  a  cym bal on  each 
hand . Below th e  stoo l is a  pancharatha  pedesta l bo ld ly  carved 
w ith  a  pa ir o f  schem atised creepers grow ing  o u t o f a  cen tra l 
stem , each having tw o convo lu ted  b ranches ending  in  a  la rge 
flower. T his o rn am e n ta l band  is flanked by tw o fa in tly  recog
nisable h u m an  figures one o f  w hom  is possibly a  m ale. The 
goddess w ears a  d iap h an o u s saree  w ith  wavy lines, p a r t  o f 
w hich is w ound across th e  b reast. She w ears jew ellery  on  her 
a rm , feet, w aist and  neck an d  has a  p a ir  o f  garlands, one o f  
w hich reaches below  her w aist. Behind the figure is a  trefo il 
niche fram ing  th e  head , th is  niche being  flanked on  either side 
by  a peacock devou ring  a  snake. T he w hole im age is o f  exqui
site  w orkm ansh ip . In  th e  sensuous trea tm e n t o f  the  b reasts, 
th e  deep  navel an d  th e  softly  u n d u la tin g  belly, the  ta ste fu l jew el
lery an d  decorative o rn am en ta tio n  an d  th e  graceful flow o f  the  
lines, it  has a  close affinity w ith  the  earlier version o f  the  clas
sical G u p ta  a r t  tra d itio n  exemplified by a  g roup  o f  P ah arp u r 
S tone S culp ture . T he coarse g roup  o f  P ah a rp u r scu lp tures is
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traced back  to  th e  7 th  cen tu ry . These a re  considered  as a 
m ix ture o f  th e  na tive  fo lk  tra d itio n  and  the  G u p ta  a r t.

Terra-cotta D acca M useum  has co llec ted  a  series o f  te rra -c o tta  objects
earliest o f  w hich are  th e  m oulded  p laques o b ta in ed  from  the  
excavated rem ains o f  the  8 th  cen tu ry  B uddh ist tem p le  a t 
P ah arp u r (R ajshah i d istric t). O f th e  th ree  d is tin c t sty les reflected 
in  these te rra -c o tta  b rick  slabs, w hich w ere fixed to  the  ou ter 
face o f  the  tem ple p lin th , th is  m useum  possesses a  se lection  o f 
those belonging  to  th e  trad itio n  o f  fo lk -a rt. T h o u g h  n o t entirely  
unconnected  w ith  the relig ious legends and  m y tho logy , th e  
pieces a re  m ostly  secular in  concep tion  an d  tre a tm e n t, to ta lly  
lack ing  the  soph is tica tion  o f  the  u rb an  a r t  tra d itio n  o r th e  
laboured  classicism  o f  la te  G u p ta  a r t. T hey rep resen t hum an  
beings, flying Gandarva, and  a  num ber o f  b irds and  anim als 
such as snake, duck, m onkey an d  peacock w ith  the ir c h a rac te r
istically n a tu ra l a ttitu d es and  actions. The sim plified an d  frank  
trea tm en t o f  th e  h u m an  fo rm , w ith  open  m o u th , th ic k  lips, 
over-em phasised eyes and  prom inen tly  ou tlin ed  m ou th  are typical 
o f  th e  te rra -c o tta  figure a r t  o f  th is  period . T he c ra ftsm an ’s 
aw areness o f  th e  n a tu re  and  variety  o f  life a ro u n d  him  is 
obvious.
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Physically the d istric t m ay be d ivided in to  tw o parts . T h e  introduction, 
n o rth e rn  an d  north -w estern  po rtio n s o f  the  d istric t a re  flat 
alluvial p a in  an d  th e  tra c t com prising th e  so u th ern  and sou th 
eastern  p o rtio n s  is slightly raised an d  undu la ting . T he country  
slopes gently from  n o rth  to  sou th  an d  th e  general tren d  o f  the  
rivers is in  th e  sam e direction.

T he d istric t o f  D in a jp u r ranks first in  the p roduction  o f 
sugarcane, second in  barley , fo u rth  in  p o ta to , sixth in  oil-seeds, 
eigh th  in  ju te ,  n in th  in  rice an d  w heat. I t  is one o f  the  surplus 
d istric ts in  fo o d . O n  accoun t o f  m oistu re  cond itions the 
n o rth ern  side o f  D in a jp u r grow s a  good  quantity  o f fruits.

The norm al percentage d istribu tion  o f  different crops in  the  
d is tric t is given below  :

1. T o ta l foodgrain 82-5 P er cent.
2. Oil seeds 5-3 >1
3. S ugar crops 2-5
4. Ju te 5-9 >y
5. T o b a c c o .. 1-20 yy
6. F ru its  a n d  vegetables 2 -2

100-0 yy

T he A gricu ltu ra l lab o u r force num ber 5,40,244 a n d  non- 
ag ricu itu ral la b o u r force num ber 53,278. T he occupations o f  
the  ag ricu ltu ra l la b o u r  force, as found  in  th e  1961 census a re  
d eta iled  in  th e  tab le  m arked .

A lthough  in  th e  D in a jp u r d istric t th e  general appearance o f  soil, 
th e  co u n try  ou tside the B arind trac ts  is flat, the level is n o t 
everyw here th e  sam e. Every rice growing p la in  has a  n a tu ra l 
slope w hich enables the su rp lus ra in  w ater to  d ra in  off. W hat 
M r. O ’M alley w ro te  in th e  D istric t G azetteer ab o u t the  levels o f  
lan d  in  C h ittagong  d is tric t applies equally  to  those  in  th is d istrict.

A ccording to  the  p roductive  n a tu re  o f  the  soil the  d istric t 
c a n  be d ivided in to  tw o areas, viz. the  Khiar a rea  an d  the 
P ali area. T h e  Khiar a re a  falls w ith in  the sou thern  p o rtio n  o f  
sadar subdivision  com prising  po lice-sta tions o f  F u lbari, H akim - 
p u r, G h o rag h at, N aw abgan j, an d  Sam ipashi C h irirbandar, In  
th e  Khiar a rea  m ainly th e  am an  crops a re  grow n an d  in  the  
Pali p o rtio n  o f  th e  d istric t a ll o th e r crops such  as aus^ uman, 
oil an d  o th er rabi crops are grow n.
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The so il o f  th e  d is tric t generally falls in to  fou r classes :—  
(1) Bela  (sandy) w hich is su itab le fo r sugarcane, sweet p o ta to , 
g ro u n d -n u t, m ustard , p o ta to , b rin ja l, e tc ,, (2) Bela dowash 
(loam y sandy) w hich grow s all k inds o f  crops, such as aus, aman  
rahi c rops, ju te , sugarcane, etc., (3) E ie l  (loam y) w hich grow s 
m ainly ju te  an d  paddy , (4) R ed  soil com pris s p a rt o f  G h o ra - 
g h a t an d  N aw abganj w here aman  p addy  is grow n an d  this place 
is very suitable fo r fru it cu ltivation .

T he soil o f  th e  d istric t is cu ltu rab le  everywhere.

In  the n o rth e rn  h a lf  o f  the  d istric t th e  soil is ligh t ash co loured  
sandy  lo a m  changing gradually  as one proceeds so u th , a rd , 
to  a  stiff clay o f  sim ilar co lour. The form er goes by th e  nam e 
o f  P ali an d  is highly retentive o f  m oisture an d  capable o f  p ro 
ducing tw o cro p s; the  la tte r is know n as Khiar an d  ord inarily  
bears a  single crop. In  the  sou thern  o r Khiar  a rea , iso lated  
patches o f  the  lighter soil are to  be found  here an d  there , 
especially on  bo th  sides o f  som e o f  th e  la rger rivers like th e  
A tra i. T h is indicates th a t, th is sandy loam  h a d  its  orig in  in  
th e  sand  an d  silt deposits o f  th e  rivers th a t over-low  th e ir  banks. 
T his is hard ly  tru e  pa li;  it is ra th e r  soil in  tran s itio n  stage 
w ith a  larger p ro p o rtio n  o f  sand  in  its com position  th a n  th e  
o lder pali. Chora, o r  baliya, as it is som etim es called, is 
p e rh ap s a  b e tte r  nam e fo r it. N ow -a-days the g rea ter p a r t  o f 
th e  d istric t is free from  floods as the bed:> o f  m o st o f  the 
rivers a re  deep a n d  w ide, so the  deposit o f  sand  o r silt is n o t 
a  fac to r to  be reckoned w ith seriously. In  the  low er reaches 
o f  the  N agar, P u n arb h ab a  and  M ahananda , how ever, ow ing to  
the  low ness o f  th e  river banks, floods occur and  large stretches 
o f  coun try  w ere in  the  p as t o n  th is account given up  to  jungles. 
They  b ear only occasional crops o f  boro o r spring paddy  w hich 
is reaped ju s t before the rivers rise. T he Khiar o r  clay land  
grow s generally only  one crop  in  the year, i.e ., am an  paddy . 
O n rare  occasions when the p addy  crops fail, a ttem p ts  are m ade 
to  ta k e  a  second crop o f  m ustard  from  it, b u t such a ttem pts 
a re  n o t a ttended  w ith m uch  success. In  the  Pali trac ts  tw o 
crops m ay be grow n. C om m on ro ta tio n s are au tu m n  paddy  
iau.s) followed by m ustard , and  ju te  follow ed by w inter paddy  
(«m.7«) an d  pulse. In  the extrem e sou th  o f  the d istric t the 
Barind m akes its appearance. T he higher g round  in  
th is trac t is generally barren  an d  little a ttem p t is m ade
to  cu ltiva te it, though  with tim e and determ ination  th is
can  be done successfully. T he low g round  is a  stiff clay
o f  reddish  co lou r an d  is excellent paddy  lan d , though  
like the Khiar  a rea , it  does n o t lend itse lf  to  the  cul
tiva tion  o f  any o th e r crop.
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T h e to ta l area  o f  th e  d istric t is 16,70,400 acres. In  1965-66 Land utilisaHon. 
th e  a re a  covered by forest was 18,749 acres, the  cu ltu rab le waste 
w as 1,60,000 acres. 3,11,651 acres were n o t available for cul
tiva tion  an d  11,80,000 acres were under cultivation . A ccording 
to  A gricu ltu ra l C ensus o f  1960 there were 2,21,110 agricul
tu ra l farm s, w hose size varied from  0 -5  acre to  43 acres, the 
average size being  5-5 acres. In  1964-65 the to ta l cropped 
area  w as 14,27,615 acres, and  a re a  sown m ore th a n  once 
covered 2,59,515 acres.

A rea  o f  fallow  land  reclaim ed in  1960 was 2,294-42 acres 
an d  a re a  se ttled  w as 18,404-95 acres. D uring  the year 1959-60 
six trac to rs  w ere used in  the  d istric t and  630*56 acres were 
reclaim ed th ro u g h  tra c to r  cu ltiva tion .

In  1965 to ta l a re a  o f  fallow  lan d  reclaim ed w as 2,495 
acres in  khas and  133-74 acres private.

T h e  com parative  figures o f  acreage u n d er cu ltivation  in  Gradual 
th e  follow ing years will show  progress and  expansion o f  culti- 
vation .

N am e o f  C rops. 1947-48. 1954-55. 1959-60.

R ice 8,81,400 9,90.500 9,80,100
G ram 5,000 9,000 2,300
W heat . . 2,000 2,200 4,400
Barley 5,000 9,500 2,500
Jo w ar o th e r  creals 2,000 2,900 1,400
M u g , M ashka la i, 1,200 9,200 8,400

m asur.
P eas, etc. 800 4,300 4,400
O il seeds 41,200 42,000 71,700
Sugarcane 49,500 62,000 53,400
T obacco  . . 6.000 9,600 2,900
O thers . 1,81.000 39,600 40,450
Ju te 97,487 45,775 36,500/1961-62

T he to ta l cropped  area  o f  the d istric t was 11,00,885 acres 
in  1947-48, an d  11,72,700 in  1959-60.

A gricu ltu re is dependen t on  seasonal d istribu tion  o f  ra in 
fall. The rem arks o f  M r. O ’M alley on  w inter an d  au tu m n  
rice in  his G azetteer o f  C h ittagong  district m ay appropria te ly  
be quo ted  here as they  are  equally applicable to  D inajpur. 
“ W inter rice is usually  sow n in July and  A ugust, tran sp lan ted  
in  A ugust an d  Septem ber, and  reaped in D ecem ber. T he 
critica l period  fo r th is  c ro p  is the tran sp lan ta tio n  season .
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w hen copious ra in  is req u ired ; b u t a t the end o f  Septem ber 
an d  in  O ctober, rain  is also urgently  necessary to  swell the  
grain . F o r  the au tu m n  rice crop  {bhadoi) p loughing  com m ences 
w ith  the  p re-m onsoon  show ers w hich fall in  M arch  an d  A pril; 
an d  the  crop  is sow n in  M ay, som e weeks before th e  regular 
m onsoon  rains com m ence. F o r  a  successful c ro p  there should  
be som e ra in  in  M arch , A pril an d  M ay a n d  the  m onsoon  
should  com m ence in  June  w ith  m odera te  show ers, w ith  fre
q u en t intervals o f  fine w eather to  perm it o f  w eeding opera
tions, and  to  enable th e  young  seedlings to  p u t fo rth  a  v igor
ous grow th  before the heavy ra in fall, w hich usually  follows 
in July . Excessive ra in  in M ay and  June is extrem ly in jurious 
to  the  young crop . D uring  Ju ly  and  A ugust the rain fall 
shou ld  be heavy, b u t w ith  intervals o f  fine w eather. The
cro p  flowers in A ugust and  stands in need o f  ra in  a t th is  tim e 
in o rder th a t it  m ay be enabled  to  th row  o u t shoo ts , and  in
order th a t th e  g rain  m ay fill out. W an t o f  ra in  in  A ugust
is on  this accoun t very harm fu l to  the  prospect o f  th e  crop. 
T h e  A utum n paddy  crop  is m ostly  reaped  by the  m iddle o f  
Septem ber, an d  except w here it is sow n late, it is n o t in 
fluenced by  the  character o f  the  rainfall afte r the m iddle o f 
Septem ber. ”

Ju te  is com m only  sow n a t the  end o f  A pril o r beginnig  
o f  M ay. A  g rea t deal depends on  the  w eather cond itions o f  (he 
so .v in g t'm e . If  th e r j  is any  insufficiency o f  m oistu re  a t th is 
season , the  crop  w ill n o t germ inate , while on  the  o th e r  h a n d  if  
m ois tu re  is in  excess the young seedlings a re  liab le  to  be drow ned  
before they  have streng th  to  resist to ta l  o r  p a r tia l subm ersion .

frri{;aU on, T he channels o f  the  rivers an d  stream s are  to o  deep  to
lend  them selves readily  to  the  p rac tice o f  irrigation . H ence
channels an d  wells fo r irriga tion  w ere unknow n here . T he 
peop le  to o  w ere averse to  th e  troub le  invo lved , as irrigation  
was regarded  unnecessary.

Irrig a tio n  as an  ag ricu ltu ra l p ractice d id  n o t exist in  the
p as t u n d e r n o rm al circum stances. In  norm al yea is  th e  ra in 
fall was p len tifu l an d  irrigation  w as unnecessary. In  dry 
years, how ever, som e attem pts were m ade especially in  the
so u th ern  p a r t o f  the  district to  utilise ta n k s fo r th e  pu rpose o f  
irrigation , th e  w ater being raised either by tr ian g u la r m a t 
baskets {chhenadi) sw ung by tw o m en from  ropes tied  a t the 
corners, o r by hollow ed o u t tree  tru n k s  w ith  a  w eight a t  one 
an d  ija t)  w hich w ere forced dow n in to  the w ater an d  allow ed 
to  spring  up  so th a t a  stream  o f  w ater was pro jected  from  the  
w eight end. T h is system  is still in  prac tice  in  m any  p a rts  o f
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Ihe d istric t. T here  a re  in  all 29,110 ponds in  D ln a jp u r m easuring  
a b o u t 7,116 acres. These a re  partly  used fo r irriga tion  purpose.

A ccording to  the A g ricu ltu ra l C ensus o f  1960, only  21,063 
acres, i.e. 2 p er cent, o f  the  to ta l cu ltivated  area was irrigated  
a n d  1,23,751 acres, i.e. 11 per cent, o f  th e  to ta l cu ltiva ted  area  
was flooded an d  the  rest w hich rep resen ted  87 per cent, rem ained 
un irrigated .

in  recen t years, how ever, scientific m ethod  o f  irrigation  
has been in tro d u ced  in  the  d istric t. I t  has been found th a t by 
trad itio n a l m e th o d  o f  irrigation  an  increase o f  2 9 %  in the  
p roduction  o f  tran sp lan te d  a inan  c rops was ob ta in ed  b u t by 
app lica tion  o f  th e  m odern  system  o f  irriga tion  an  increase 
o f  ab o u t 40  p e r  cen t, in  th e  p ro d u c tio n  can be ensured . D uring  
the  year 1959-60 tw o pow er pum ps w orked in the  d is tric t and  
a  to ta l a re a  o f  8,200 acres w as irrigated  w ith  them . Besides,
22 m inor irrig a tio n  schem es w ere executed  a t a  cost o f  R s .16.900 
an d  this benefited 13,45,000 acres o f  land.

In  1964-65 one pow er pum p  w as used in each th an a :
A tw ari, Birganj and  F u lbari w ith  6 cusec capacity  to  irrigate  land 
a n d  the  to ta l a re a  irrigated  w as 103*51 acres. In  1964-65,
464 shallow  tube-w ells an d  in  1965-66, 943 shallow  tube-w ells 
w ere d istribu ted  fo r irrigation . In  1965-66 one pum p  was 
installed  and  39 acres w ere irrigated .

B angladesh W A P D A  sank  3 tube-w ells o f  3 cusec capacity  each a t 
a cost o f  R s.28,915 in  R an isankail, N ek m ard an , R u h ea , P irganj 
T h a k u r ‘’'*^n an d  B oda th a n as  to  irrigate  a  to ta l a re a  o f  1,36,400 
acres. F ive tube-well.s w ere sunk in  th e  S adar Subdivision, 6 
in  T hak u rg ao n  subdivision fo r dem onstra tion  purpose and  
1,466 acres w ere irrigated  by them . T he installation  o f  these 
pum ps was com pleted  in 1965.

In  T hak u rg ao n  subdivision  one 7,500 K .W .T . Pow er P um p 
cen tre  was in sta lled , besides 27 electric pow er pum p  centres 
fo r irrigation .

U n d er th e  g round  w ater developm ent and  lowlift pum p 
irrig a tio n  p ro jec t a  schem e was taken  a t T hak u rg ao n  fo r sinking 
380 deep tube-w ells to  irrigate a  to ta l o f  91,000 acres. By 
M arch  1966, 200 o f  these w ere in  op era tio n  an d  5,746 acres 
w ere irrigated .

T he B angladesh W A P D A  to o k  up  the  g round  w ater 
developm ent an d  low lift pum p  irrigation  pro ject in  the  d istric t 
in  1961. T he G overnm ent handed  over th e  o ld  pum ps to  
th is  A u th o rity  fo r this purpose. T he L and  Use D irectorate  o f
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B engladesh W A P D A  now  ho lds the  responsibility  o f  prov id ing  
irrig a tio n  facilities in  D inajpur.

T he sta tem en t o f  th e  num ber o f  light pow er pum ps a t 
d ifferent cen tres in 1965-66 w ith  acreage covered is given below.

T he to ta l  a re a  irrigated  by light pum ps was 24,925 acres.

N u m b er A cres
Locality . o f  pum ps. benefited

G au rip u r 4 480
G hugudenga 4 480
M ederganj 8 964
M o h an p u r 8 960
Jh an jira 6 730
P h u lh an  S hunderban 11 1,320
C h irirbander (n o rth  and  south) 13 1,593
Shailova 10 1,225
Shingnagor 10 1,200
K an ch an n ag ar 5 643
K az ipara 5 480
K an tan ag a r 15 2,500
R am pur 2 250
P rannagar 3 256
K h arib a ri N orth  K a tra  A kchc an d  A kcha 23 2,350
M olani: T ab u ra , Ja lash i 14 1,220
A hm ednagar 18 1,870
M irgoon  and  C harw ai 11 L I5 0
N ishch in tapu r, G o v  lap u rn ag ar M ergaon 13 1,520
A tw ari, Birgonj 1 103-51
F u lbari I 3
K otw ali ... — — 1 3

Besides, 60 low -lift pum ps (di sel d riven) o f  4 cusec capacity  
each  were installed  on  the  A tra i river runn ing  betw een D in a jp u r 
and  Birganj.

A n  accoun t o f  th e  num ber o f  deep tube-w ells in  o p era tio n  
in  1965- 6 w ith  localities and  acreage covered is given below. 
T o ta l area  covered by deep tube-w ells fo r irrigation  w as 59,658-80 
acres in  th e  d istrict.

N u m b er Acres 
Locality. o f  deep benefited .

tube-w ells.

Salander . .  . .  32 7,^36
A k h an a g a r • • - . 2,5.34
R ah im ap u r . .  •• 11 2,518
C hilerang •• 7 1,120
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N u m b er Acres
Locality. o f  deep 

tube-w ells.
benefited.

G azaria 2 520
M o h am m ad p u r 16 2,280
A m tiap u r 7 1,741-60
Jam alp u r 9 2,491
Balia 20 3,808
B aragaon 1 136
B alidangi 1 270-40
F atep u r 1 118-40
D eshai 13 2 ,974-80
C haru l 6 1.540-80
Boda 4 937
M aydendighi 3 511-20
K asheya 11 2,620
K anchangaon 8 2,534
B hom radah 7 2 ,172 -80
D au la tp u r 2 656
Pirgonj 8 2,624
L eham ba 7 2,324
B achre 1 1,732-80
B hogragaon 32 9,120
S b aja tp u r 1 256
M o h an p u r 7 1,960
Secuheri 4

132 deep tube-w ells were sunk in T h ak u rg ao n  subdivision 
an d  238 tube-w ells were m ade fit fo r irrigation . T he 
num ber o f  shallow  tube-w ells d istribu ted  am ong fa-m ers 
o n  loan  basis for irrigation  in 1964-65 and  1965-/6 w as 464 
an d  943 respective! •. T he to ta l a re a  irrigated  in the district 
u n d e r  the g round  w ater developm ent an d  low  lift pum p  irriga tion  
p ro jec t w as 84,583-80 acres.

T he sta tem en t show ing  low  lif t p u m p  irrig a tio n  schem es 
in  D in a jp u r u n d er T eesta B arrage P ro ject, is given below . 
T h e  w o rk  com m enced in  1958-59.

SI.
N o .

1

N am e o f  schem es. 

2

L oca tion .

3

Length o f 
canal.

B enefited 
a re a  in  

acres. 
5

1 B hajanpur
2 M ajheepara 
.3 Jagdal

T etu lia
D o .

P achagarh

12,230
9,500
3.000

960
720
360
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SI. N am e o f  Schem es. L ocation . L ength  o f Benefited
No. can al. a re a  in 

acres.

A Chow ai . P achagarh 1.900 360
5 M olani D o . 460 360
6 M irgarli D o. 7.200 720
7 A hm ed  N ag a r C anal N o. 1, Boda 4,900 600

8 A hm ed N ag a r Ccmal N o . 11 Do. 2,683 480
9 A hm ed N : g ar C i nal N o. D o, 3.500 300

i l l .
10 T alm a P achagarh 4.897 480
11 Jalashee D o. 3.070 480
12 N alku ra D o. 2.600 360
13 B aliadangcc . . Baliadongce 2,OCO 240
14 P ran n ag a r Birganj 6.100 360
15 Birganj Do. 5.424 480
16 B a sh irb an d a r D inajpu r 9,350 480
17 Phulbari Do, 393 1.200
18 Sainagar C h irirb an d ar 10,800 1.200
19 Saitara D o. 7.070 715
20 G han jira D ini'Jpur 9,950 934
21 M adarganj b o . 3,750 340
22 R a m p u r D o. 15,125 2,300
23 K an ta u ag a r  . . K aharo l 5,100 633
24 Q h irirb an d ar (N o rth ) C h irirb an d ar 6.200 960
25 C h irirb an d ar (South) Do. 12.300 1.080
26  V ial D o. 2.700 480
27 M o h an p u r D inajpur 4,200 483
28 G o u rip u r D o. 5,100 480
29 G hughudanga D o. 4.700 360
30 K az ip ara Biriol 6,510 670
31 K anchan D o. 5,590 480
32 U tta rb a tin e T hakurgaon 7,922 480
33 K hariba ri D o. 1,260 180
34 A kcha Caiuil N o . 1 D o . 6,740 480
35 A kcha  C anal N o . II D o . 2,250 360
3 6  Suk D o. 4,880-4.630 480
37 B ab indanagar Do, 6,320 344
38 N isch in tap u r . - D o. 2,670 360
39 S h a lan d ar Do. 6,782 849
40  N argum D o.
41 G h o ra g h a t G h o rag h at 17,000

T o ta l

3,100

24,548
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A list o f some smill schemes of drainage under Bangladesh WAPDA along with their 
position as on December 1957 is given here;

Name o f Scheme.
Sanctioned Expenditure Percentage in 
estimate in up to expenditure. 
Rs. (lakhs). December 

1967 in 
Rs. (lakhs).

Remarks.

1. Construction of bridge-ca/rt- 
regulator over Kuritics 
khal.

2. Construction o f bridge-cym- 
reguiator in connection u  ith 
Kumargari bee! drainage 
scheme.

3. Kanchan bec'l drainage 
scheme.

1 90 4.691-99 10°;:

1 21 28,880-40 23-87%

1-22 1,59,987-85 100%

1. Contour survey, 
collection of H y
draulic data com
pleted.

2, Collection o f m a
terial partially 
done.

The work will be 
started as soon 
as the technical 
sanction of esti
mate is obtained.

Work completed.

1-66 (Rev).

4. Buili Butidh scheme . .  0

12

5. Buri Biindh scheme . .  3

16-175 (Rev)

63 Expenditure The estimate is under
-------------  3,81,833-21 exceeded the revision for more
37 (Rev). original cost. work.

S-63
6,98,942-34 43-22%

All works completed 
except one unit 
reconstruction o f 
barrage.

Principal crops grow n in  the  d istric t in o rder o f  im portance 
are (i) uman, (ii) a m ,  (iii) sugarcane, (iv) rape an d  m ustard  
an d  (v) ju te . A creage u n d er rice covers 82 per cent, o r 
10,83,728 acres against 13,19,467 acres o f  to ta l cropped  area .

Principal Crops.

D uring  1964-65 aman  was grow n in 8,22,350 acres and  the 
p ro d u c tio n  was 3,96,030 tons. T his is by  far the  m ost im p o rt
an t c ro p  an d  d u rin g  the  year u n d er reference it  covered 70*4 
p er cent, o f  th e  net c ropped  area  o f th e  d istric t. N e x t in 
im portance is aus  w hich in  1964-65 was grow n in 3,37,300 
aces a n d  th e  p ro d u c tio n  was 1,22,830 tons. A b o u t 29 per 
cent, o f  the not c ropped  p ad d y  area  w as under th is crop.
Boro  o r sum m er paddy  is grow n in a  sm all scale, though  in
abno rm al years w hen the  aman  crop  has been p o o r, a good 
deal o f  land is p u t under th is c ro p  in o rder to  supply  the
deficiency o f  foodgrains. In  1964-65, the  acreage under this
crop  was 1,100 acres and the o u tp u t was 405 tons.

Paddy: aman,. 
aus, boro-
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Varieties of 
rice.

M ode of 
culfivafion.

Kataribhog, dadkhani, dighaisarii, darika sail are all line 
w hite  rice o f  w hich the first tw o are  well know n and  app re
ciated  th ro u g h o u t th e  country . C oarser varieties o f  aman 
rice  a re  indrasaiK pafu sail, supaiulan, chenga, gajalgarL maisira. 
T he first fou r a re  w hite an d  the  last two are red varieties. 
Gajalgari is m uch used for p reparing  khai (fried rice). A us  
is principally  grow n th ro u g h o u t the T haku rgaon  subdivision 
an d  in  N aw abganj th a n a  in  the Sadar subdivision. T he m ain  
varieties a re  D uni, Jam a , G orba i and  Sani. These are w hite. 
M ostly  the  first tw o are  grow n, Am an  is the principal crop  th ro u g h 
o u t (he d istric t and  in the  K otw ali and  P arb a tip u r thana.s 
in  the  S adar subdivision Boro is grown.

Ill the case o f  all rice crops the land m ust be well prepared 
by p loughing. Each ploughing Is a  doub le p loughing , i.e., 
one lengthwise an d  o th er breadthw ise and  every doub le p lough
ing is follow ed by one or m ore laddering  w ith  a m ci (ladder) 
to  b reak  the clods an d  produce a fine tilth . T he system  o f  
cu ltiva tion  follow ed for b roadcast aus and  b roadcast aman  
is som ew hat different from  th a t adop ted  for transp lan ted  
paddy , In th e  form er case the land  is tw ice harrow ed  w ith 
w hat is called a  bida. The object is to  loosen the  so il, and 
to  destroy weeds and  superfluous p lan ts o f  rice, so th a t the 
c rop  m ay com e up  in regular clum ps alm ost as it had  been 
transp lan ted . Both a.is rice and b roadcast arnan rice a re  sow n 
ab o u t the  sam e tim e., i.e., a t the end o f  A pril o r beginning 
o f  M ay and  they get tw o weedings ab o u t the  end o f  M ay 
an d  the  th ird  w eek o f  June.

In the case o f  transp lan ted  paddy the  seedlings are  sown
th ick ly  on h igh land , generally near the hom estead ab o u t the
sam e tim e th a t b roadcast paddy is .iown. The seed bed  is 
reduced to  a  very fine tilth  by p loughing and ladd  rin g  and 
is generally m anured  w ith cow dung. The seeds o f  the finer 
varieties o f  u'WflM paddy  are  first soaked in w ater till they sp rou t 
an d  then  sow n in to  the seed bed ab o u t a  m onth  before tran s
p la n tin g , th e  surface o f  th e  seed bed being puddled by the 
the  application  o f  water- I f  the rain  w ater is n o t sufficient for the 
purpose , irrigation  i.s resorted to. The fields in w hich the 
seedlings are to  be transp lan ted  usually get tw o doub le  plugh- 
ings a t  in tervals o f  ab o u t a  w eek o r fo rtn igh t. T he second 
d o u b le  p loughing reduces the bed to  a  puddle , and  the  seedlings 
a re  then  tran sp lan ted  in  clum ps o f 3 o r 4 roo ts  a t a  tim e. 
Som etim es if transp lan ting  is done la te  in the  season , as m any 
as 5 o r 6 seedlings a re  p lan ted  in  a  clum p. Tw o to  twelve
inches o f  w ater on the  land is necessary  fo r  successful
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tran sp lan tin g , th e  w ater being  re ta ined  by the  sm all em bank
m ents o r ails by w hich every rice p lo t is su rrounded .

T he d a te  fo r tran sp lan tin g  aman  p addy  varies accord ing  to  
the n a tu re  o f  th e  land an d  the  charac ter o f  the  season. Low 
lands a re  generally  tran sp lan ted  first a b o u t th e  end o f  June, 
and  the  higher lands la ter as the  w ater rises an d  m akes trans- 

lan ting  on  them  possible, b u t if  th e  rain fall is sho rt o r  long 
delayed transp lan ting  m ay be carried  o n  till the  m iddle o f  
Septem ber.

Boro  ripens in  th e  h o t w eather o f  spring  an d  is cultivated  Boro. 
only in  sm all quan tities chiefly in  inunda ted  lands, w here 
th e re  are m arshes an d  old w ater-courses, th a t preserve a  sm all 
q u an tity  o f  w ater th ro u g h o u t the  year, som etim es a  d am  is 
m ade across the  w ater-course a t  th e  end  o f  rainy  season, and 
its  u p p e r p a rt fo rm s a  reservoir filled w ith  w ater, w hich is let 
g radually  o u t to  supply  th e  paddy p lan ts in  the  low er part 
w hich has been d rained  in  o rd er to  adm it o f  cu ltivation . In  
o th e r p a rts  sm all quan tities o f  th is  paddy  crop  are cultivated 
on  th e  sides o f  o ld  tan k s th a t a re  p artly  filled u p  an d  w ater 
is th ro w n  u p  on the  p addy  p lan ts by a  sim ple m achine. In  
tim es o f  scarcity  m any p o o r people engage in  th is k ind  o f  
cu ltiva tion '.w h ich  gives them  a  tem p o rary  supply  o f  food. In  
o th e r years less a tten tio n  is bestow ed o n  it ,  fo r  th e  g rain  is 
very coarse an d  th e  p roduce  sm all, so th a t  it  w ould ill pay 
the  lab o u r. I t  is always transp lan ted , and  its  straw  can  seldom  
be saved. T h e  g ra in  is a lm ost alw ays consum ed by  those 
w ho have raised  it.

N ex t im portan t c ro p  raised  in  th e  d istric t a t p resen t is Sugarcane, 
sugarcane. W ith  the  official encouragem ent to  p rom ote  culti
v a tion  o f  th is c ro p  as a  substitu te  fo r ju te  and  the establish
m en t o f sugar m ills a t  Setabganj and  T haku rgaon  th e  area  
u n d er sugarcane in  th e  d istric t considerab ly  increased during  
the las t tw o decades. T he raising  o f  th is c ro p  needs m uch
longer tim e th a n  any  o th e r  crop . I t occupies th e  g ro u n d  fo r a 
full year, an d  indeed the  prelim inary  p lough ing  takes u p  ad d i
tio n a l fo u r m o n th s  before the  p lan ting . O ccasionally  sugracane 
is p lan ted  in  land  quickly p rep a red  a fte r m ustard  is raised , b u t 
m o re  often  the  p rep a ra tio n  o f  the land  goes on  from  N ovem ber 
to  F eb ru a ry  on  land  w hich has grow n aus. T h e  cane requ ires 
th e  sam e high an d  d ry  lan d , as is  su itab le fo r  aus, an d  it 
a b h o rs  m o is tu re  an d  flooding. T h e  co s t o f  p reparing  th e  cane 
field is high. T h e  so il requ ires rep ea ted  p lough ing  an d  h arro w 
ing , an d  d itches h av e  to  be dug  a ro u n d  th e  field. H eavy 
m an u rin g  is essential. In  F eb ru a ry , the  slips have to  be
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p la n ted  o u t in  furrow , an d  then  covered over, and  in  the
sum m er, canes a re  tied  together. N o  o ther c rop , except pan, 
requ ires so m uch lab o u r in  cu ltiva tion . I t  is h. rvested  the  
follow ing w in ter from  Ja n u ary  onw ards.

Rape and 1964-65, 56,200 acres o f  land  were u n d er rape an d  m ustard
mustard. (m ostly  sharisha) an d  the  o u tp u t was 9,540 tons. I t  ranks

a f te r  rice and  sugarcane and  is m ost w idely grow n in the 
d istric t. I t  is usually  grow n on  pa li soil an d  in  the  doba  (low) 
lands by  the  side o f  th e  P u n a rb h ab a  and the  M ah an an d a . T he 
th in ly  po p u la ted  w estern th an as o f  H aripu r an d  R an isakail 
show  the  largest p ro p o rtio n  o f  cu ltiva ted  area grow ing m ustard . 
T h e  cro p  is show n in the Be: gali m o n th  o f  K artik  (late 
O ctober and  N ovem ber). I t  ripens qu ickly  an d  is harvested  in 
F eb ru a iy .

Jute. acreage u n d er ju te  d u ring  1964-65 was 56,000 acres
an d  th e  o u tp u t was 1,74,160 tons. D uring  th e  la te  th irties
o f  th is cen tury  nearly  one lakh  acres o f  land  were under 
th is  crop . G radually  the  acreage u n d e r ju te  declined till it 
reached  th is figure. T he restric tion  im posed by th e  G overnm ent 
o n  large scale cu ltiva tion  o f  ju te  w ith in  5 miles o f  in te rnnationa l 
b o rd er is one o f  the  fac to rs account; ble fo r th is low acreage under 
ju te . T he cro p  is g row n in the  sam e m anner and  in  the  sam e 
season a s  aus  paddy . Ju te  is usually cu ltivated  in  low lands 
o r lands having a  sufficiently high rainfall. It grows well in  
paU  lands, the soil o f  w hich is com paratively  loose and  light. 
I t  is p rincipally  grow n in  T hak u rg ao n  subdivision an d  in p arts  
o f  K o tw ali th a n a  and  in  C h iiirb an d a r th a n a . I t  generally 
receives som e fo u r weedings a t intervals o f  ab o u t a  fo ’-tnight, 
d u ring  M ay an d  June. B oth  the varieties o f  ju te  a re  grow n in 
th is d istrict. T he low land  varie ty  com m only know n as deshi 
o r  tita  p a t  (capsularis) occupies the  m ajo r area  w hile tosha  
o r  h igh land  variety (plitorius) grows only  in  high lands. The 
process o f  re tting  fo r ex traction  o f  fibre from  th e  p lan t is 
in teresting  and  m ay be briefly described. A fter harvesting  the 
stem s are  tied  in to  bundles an d  placed in  the  w ater o f  a  stream  
o r backw ater to  re t. T he bundles a re  w eighted w ith  clods o f  
ea r th  o r pieces o f  p lan ta in  stem  so th a t they m ay be com 
pletely subm erged. I f  th e  w ater is fairly  clean a  be tte r quality  
o f  fibre m ay be looked for th a n  i f  m uddy w.ater is used. A fter 
the  stem s have been in  th e  w ater fo r ab o u t a  fo rtn ig h t the 
b a rk  o r  fibre w hich has becom e loosened is stripped  o ff 
an d  w ashed, an d  th e  stem s are th row n aside to  b e  used as 
firew ood o r fo r purposes o f  fencing. A fter w ashing, th e  fibre 
is d ried  an d  is then  ready  fo r sale, o r export o r use for 
dom estic  purpose.
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T he follow ing ta b le  will show  th e  acreage u n d er different 
m in o r c rops to g e th er w ith  th e ir  to ta l yearly o u tp u t du ring  the 
y ear 1964-65;

C rops. Acreage. P roduction

1. W heat 3,300

in tons. 

925
2. Barley 2,010 530
3. R a b i  Jow ar 120 25
4. Bhudoi Jo w ar 180 55
5. B ajra 40 10
6. M aize 2,190 725
7. R agi 600 174
8. O ther R abi cereals 670 150
9. O ther Bhadoi cereals . . 2,300 675

10. G ram 1,700 485
11. T u r o r R ah ar 890 245
12. M ung 1,750 415
13. M asur 2,350 510
14. M ashkala i 4,510 1,335
15. Khesari 1,210 380
16. G arihhali o r  Soyabean 170 50
17. C ow pea o r  Barbati 420 135
18. M o to r 370 115
19. O th er R abi Pulses 1,410 360
20. O th er Bhadoi P u lses . . 1,075 340
21. Linseed 310 70
22. Sum m er t i l 700 115

- 23. W in ter t i l  . . 1,240 239
24. G ro u n d n u t 130 20
25. C o co an u t . . 150 115
26. O ther oilseed 20 5
27. Chillies 2,510 735
28. O nion 2,970 6,430
29. G arlics 1,300 1.790
30. O ther C ondim ents and  spices 1,570 1,730
31. O ther sugars 50 70
32. Rabi sunhem p 40 80 bales
33. Bhadoi sunhem p 26 40 „
34. O th er fibres 30 95 „
35. T obacco 2,800 720
36. B etelnut 430 185
37. Betel leaves 200 130
38. O ther d rugs and  narcotics 100 90
39. O ther R obi Vegetables 12,800 26,450
40. O th er Bhadoi V egetables 3,900 9,135
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C ro p s . A creage. P ro d u c tio n  
in  tons.

41. P o tato 14,200 9,25,000

42. O th er Sweet P o ta to  . . 2,000 2,00,000 rads.

43. O ther Bliadoi food  crops 1,000 990

44. O ther R ahi food  c ro p s . . 900 850

45. O ther non-food  c r o p s . . 670 740

Subsidiary food 
crops: Pulses 
aud potatoes.

T h e m iscellaneous food crops th e  pulses, g ram  an d  m illet 
call fo r little com m ent. T hey  a re  g row n fairly  w idely, th ro u g h o u t 
the d istric t, and  provide a  subsid iary  source o f  food  supply. 
jh a k u r i ka la i w hich is elsew here know n widely as maskala'' 
is a  favourite  w ith  th e  people o f  th is  d istric t, fo r it  grows 
quickly, an d  w ith little effort by the  grow er. A  regular cash  
c rop , it is o ften  seen in  p lo ts  which grew a m w  seedlings, 
an d  it m atu res so early  th a t it  h ad  to  be classified as a  w inter 
crop. Pulses like Khesari an d  masur a re  sow n in som e parts  
o f  the  d istric t am ong the  paddy . T he arahar pul.se is 
found  on p o o r  soil, an d  i t  is also used as a  fencing ro u n d  the  
side o f  sugarcane fields. P o ta to  is grow n widely a n d  th e  
yield pei acre is 65 mds. I t  occupies a  substan tia l p o rtio n  o f 
th e  local food  produce.

Chilli is an o th er im p o rta n t crop . T he seed is sow n in  seed 
beds in  O ctober, and  transp lan ted  in  N ovem ber. Before 
transp lan ting , the  surface o f  ihe land is reduced  to  a  fine ti l th  by 
laddering  and  th e  seedlings are p lan ted  in  para lle l fu rrow s. T hey  
are  w atered  a t  the  tim e o f  p lan ting . T he chillies ripen  in  A pril and 
a re  p lucked by w om en and  children . P lucking continues till the end 
o f  M ay. A fter being dried  the chillies are so ld  in  the  local m arke t 
o r exported . T hey  are very profitable c ro p  an d  th e re  is a 
g reat dem and  fo r them , especially in  the  eastern  d istric ts  o f  the 
coun try . D u rin g  1964-65 th is  crop  was g row n in  2,510 acres 
an d  the  o u tp u t was 735 tons.

M ost cu ltiva to rs grow  som e onions in  th e ir  gardens. A t 
tim es they  are  grow n for sale, w hen a  field o f  h a lf  o f  an  acre 
o r m ore  m ay be devoted  to  this crop . L and  fo r o n io n  is d ivided 
in to  m any sm all squares, so th a t w ater can be led in  betw een 
to  irrigate  th e  crop . F rom  N ovem ber onw ards, co n stan t w atering  
is requ ired  fo r th e  on ion  bed  w hich is always s ituated  n ear a  tan k , 
the w hole usually  being enclosed w ith  a  good fence. O nions 
w ere g row n o n  2,970 acres o f  land  during  1964-65 an d  the 
yield was 6,430 tons. T he process o f  cu ltiva tion  o f  garlics is also 
th e  sam e and  in 1959-60, 1,100 acres o f  land  p roduced  1,525
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to n s  an d  in  1964-65, 1,300 acres o f  land  p roduced  1.790 to n s  o f  
garlics in  the d istric t.

T obacco  occupies an  a re a  o f  2,800 acres and  the yearly Tobacco, 
yield is 720 tons. I t  grows principally  in P arb a tip u r and Pirganj 
th an as, though  sm all p lo ts o f  it  a re  to  be found in  a lm ost every 
village. I t  is cultivated  alm ost exclusively fo r local consum p
tio n  and  little o f  it is exported . I t  is grow n on  high land  an d  the 
soil is heavily m anured . T he quality  o f  the  tobacco  p roduced  is 
inferior.

T he p rincipal cultivated  fru its  a re  p lan ta in , m ango, ja c k fru it Eruits. 
an d  pineapple. O f p lan ta in  th e re  are m any varieties, such 
as chini champa  an d  malbhong, whi h  a ie  particu larly  p o p u la r  and  
well flavoured . T his fru it is grow n n ear every hom estead 
a n d  is an  im p o rtan t item  in the d iet o f  the people. D uring  
1954-65 b ananas w ere grow n on 3,800 acres o f  land  an d  the 
yield was 22,335 to n s. M ango trees a re  com m on b u t generally  
little  tro u b le  is taken  in  the ir cultivation . In the  ne ighbourhood  
o f  D ina jpu r tow n  and  in  the Raiganj an d  R an isankail th an as 
be tte r kinds o f  m angoes a re  to  be found . The best varieties, are 
the  Gopalbhog, fa zJ i and  lampa hhaduri. D u rin g  1964-65 m ango 
trees were found to  be grow ing on  8,160 acres o f  land an d  the  
yield w as 37.470 tons o f  m ango. Jack fru its a re  a lm ost as 
com m on in every village as p lan tain . They need practically  
no  cu ltiva tion  and  b ear heavily. D uring  1964-65, 2 ,000 acres 
o f  land  were under these fru its and  the  o u tp u t was 6,980 tons.
D uring  the  sam e period  pineapples w ere grow n on  780 acres 
an d  th e  yield was 1,580 tons. T here seems to  be on ly  one 
variety , a  sm all reddish  coloured pineapple w hich varies 
in size accord ing  to  th e  care taken  in  its  cu ltiva tion . Large 
p ineapples fetch  a very good price, b u t it  is n o t easy to  get 
them . In  1964 c itrus fru its were grow n on 880 acres and  the 
yield w as 1,940 to n s, m elon was g row n on 550 acres w hich gave 
an  yield o f  5,850 tons a n d  lichi was grow n o n  500 acres and  
the  p ro d u c tio n  was 2,205 tons. Besides these, various wild fruits 
like bel an d  ja m  (b lack  berry ), tam arind  an d  boroi were grown 
on  1,1(X) acres an d  the p ro d u c tio n  in 1964-65 was 4,850 tons.

o co an u t an d  be te lnu t a re  also  p roduced  in  the  d istric t 
and average o f  land  under the ir p roduction  was 130 acres and 
200 acres respectively an d  the ir yield was 115 tons and  130 tons 
respectively du ring  1964-65. D a te  trees g row  wild in  considerable 
num ber w hich are  com m only  tapped  fo r toddy. T he ju ice  is 
d ru n k  unferm ented . M olasses {gur) is o ften  ob ta ined  from  it by 
boiling. In  som e p arts  o f  the  d istric t palm yra palm s o r ta l 
trees grow ; to d d y  an d  fru its  ob ta ined  from  it are n o t relished 
by many, O ther principal cultivated  fruits are pineapples, papaya,
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lim e and  pom elo . T he to ta l area under o rchards in D lna jpu r
was 7,700 acres in  1959-60. I t  was 17,260 acres in 1964-65.

Vegetables. D u rin g  1964-65 Rabi vegetables were grow n on 12,800 acre
o f  land  and th e  o u tp u t was 26,450 tons while Bhadoi vegetable 
w ere grown on  3,900 acres and  the p roduction  w as 9,135 tons. 
Every hom estead has its garden  w here large varieties o f  these 
tw o types o f  vegetables a re  grow n fo r hom e consum ption . 
Som e people grow  them  on  a  large scale in  th e ir  fields fo r 
sale in  th e  m arkets. T he principal vegetables grow n fo r the 
m arke t a rc  brin jal {begoori), radish  {mula), a rum  (kachu) and  
various k inds o f  cucum bers, gourds an d  pum pkins. Beans 
an d  datasak  (a k ind o f  spinach) a re  p roduced  b o th  fo r hom e 
consum ption  and  sale. P atsak  (leaves o f  a variety  o f  ju te ) is 
used by som e people as vegetable, being  eaten young.

The seed ra te , yield rate , sow ing tim e and  harvest tim e o f  
different crops a re  given here;

Seed rate per acre, Yield rate per 
acre.

Sowing time. Harvest time.

/i«v

Aman

Boro

Gram

Mttsur

M ung

M a d ika la i
Khesari

Wheat
Barley
Sugarcane

cutting
planted.
Potato

Rape and 
Mustard.

15 seers ftrans- 10 to 15 maunds 
planted).

30 to 40 seers 13 to 15 m iunds 
(broadcast) 10 to o f cleaned rice, 
i s  seers (trans
planted).

10 to ISsccrs

I2 to  18 

9 to 15 seers 

8 to 12 seers

12 to 15 seers
15 to 20 seers

12 to 15 maunds 
o f cleaned ricc. 

10 to 15 maunds

? to 12 maunds

6 to 9 maunds

6 to 9 maunds 
10 to 15 maunds

30 to 35 seers 8 to 12 maunds
30 to 40 seers 9 to 12 maunds
2' to 3' feet apart 400 to 600 mds.

o f Sugarcane.

Middle of March to 
Middle o f May ( broad
cast), May to June 
(transplanted).

From February to April 
(broadcast), June to Sep

tember (Transplanted).

November to December

Middle o f October to 
Middle of November.

Middle of October to 
Middle of November.

August. September early 
crop, December to early

part of January late crop.
August, September
Middle of October to 

middle of November.
October, November ., 

Do.
November to February

July to middle o f 
September.

November to Janu
ary, end of March 
to middle of May.

End of March to 
middle of May.

February to middle 
of March.

February to middle 
of March.

From November to 
April, May.

December to January.
February to middle 

of March.
March, April.

Do.
October to March.

6 to 10 maunds 60 to 120 maunds October, November, Aug-
gust. September, 
September to November.

3 to 5 seers 4 to 6 maunds Summer tH—February,
March: winter til in
August, October.

8 to 10 maunds November, DecemberSesam.im (til) 20 to 25 seers 

Jute 3 to 3 i  seers

Tobacco

15 to 20 maunds Capsularis February,
Olitorius April, May. 

•jr to 1 seer . .  10 to  15 maunds October to November ,.

January to  March, 
December to Janu
ary, February to 
March.

May, June, November 
January.

Middle of March to 
Middle of May.

April, July, 
September.

February, March.



Ch. IV a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  l i v e s t o c k 77

T h e fo llow ing  tab le  show s th e  co n cen tra ted  areas o f  p ro d u c 
tio n  o f  d ifferen t c rops and  the ir a.ssembiing m ark e ts  in the 
d is tric t:

C ro p s. C o n cen tra ted  areas o f  p ro d u c 
tion.

A ssem bling m arkets.

K\zQlAmm

A us

G ram

M asur

Khesari

Barley

Sugarcane

P o ta to

Ju te

T obacco

B anana

M ango

Lichies

Biral, D in a jp u r, C hirirbnnder. Setabganj, D inajpu r, S ibgonj, 
P a rb a tip u r. N ow abgan j, F u l- R uhea , C h rirb an d c r, Bira),
baria , B ochaganj, Birgan.i, M an m ath p u r, P arb a tip u r.
T liaku rgaon . B alidanga, R ani- 
sa n k ril, P irgan j, P achagar 
and  Boda.

D itto

Biral, K aharuK  Bochaganj. 
PirgonJ.

P a rb a tip u r, C h irirb an d er

P a rb a tip u r, C h irirbander
D in a jp u r K hansam a.

B iral, B irganj, K ah w al.T h ak u r-  
gdon , P irganj, R an isankail. 
Boda, D ebiganj.

B iral, B irganj, B ochaganj. 
Sadar. S u janagar, T h ak u tg ao n , 
B oda, A tw ari an d  P irgan j.

N ow abgan j. P a rb a tip u r, D in a j
pur, B oda.

C hirirbander. B irganj and  K h an 
sam a. T h ak u rg ao n , K ah aru l, 
P irgan j an d  T h ak u rg ao n .

T hak u rg ao n

D in a jp u r

D itto

D itto .

D itto .

Setabganj, D in a jp u r, P irgan j.

T hakurgaon , D in a jp u r, P a rb a ti
p u r an d  C h irirbander.

P arb a tip u r, C h irirbander, 
Setabganj.

S e tab g an s B husirbandar.

P u ra ta n h a t, Setabganj.

S etabganj, D in a jp u r an d  R u o ea .

T haku rgaon .

D inajpu r, T h ak u rg ao n , N asra t-  
pu r, B irak u ri, D in a jp u r, 
T hakurgaon .

D itto .

D itto .
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Agricultural
implenientii: the
plough.

T h e ag ric u ltu ra l im plem ents used in  th e  d is tric t a re  very 
prim itive. T hey are  th e  fam iliar nangal (p lough), m oi (ladder) 
an d  rakes. T h e  w ood  o f  th e  p lo u g h sh a re  m ay be sal, o r  
m ango o r ja c k f ru it  trees as availab le . W here local sal is 
found , i t  is p referred , b u t th e re  is no  im p o rt o f  p loughshare . 
S om etim es cu ltiv a to rs  them selves p rep a re  th e ir  ow n p lo u g h 
shares. I t  is set w ith  an  iro n  tip  p repared  by a  local b lack
sm ith . D ifferen t types o f  p loughs are  used in  different p a r ts  o f 
th e  d is tric t, one ty p e  in th e  fa r  n o r th  being  called  the  N epal 
p lough . T h e  yoke is o f som e local w o o d ; m ango , ja ck fru it, 
n im , harai o r  w ild p lum , all being  u sed ; th o u g h  in  places, yokes 
a re  m ade o f  s to u t  bam boos, these being  especially  favoured 
w hen p lou g h in g  w ith  buffaloes. T he ish  w hich connects the 
p lo u g h sh a re  w ith  th e  yoke is frequen tly  m ade o f  s tro n g  N epal 
o r D u ars  Sal, fo r i t  is th e  m o s t frag ile  p a r t  o f  th e  p lo u g h . 
T h is local ty p e  o f  p lough  is ev iden tly  proved  by long  experience 
to  be w ell-su ited  to  th is area.

O ther
implements.

T h e  m oi (ladder) is an  is tru m en t m ade o f  tw o  b am b o o  
pieces each  a b o u t six feet in leng th , w hich are  jo in e d  to g e th e r  
by som e cross bars. I t  is w idely used to  b reak  up  the  clods 
and  to  sm oo th  o u t th e  p loughed  soil. A fte r the  sow ing i t  is 
finally used to  cover th e  seed. I t  is yoked to  tw o oxen, and
th e  d river usually  stan d s on  i t  to  give it w eight. T he ‘bida’
( th e  rake) w hich is also  called languUya is used fo r th inn ing
and  w eeding p addy  and  ju te . I t consists o f  a  dozen  sharp
b am b o o  o r w ooden  tee th  se t in  a  w ooden  b ar w hich is 
d raw n  by tw o oxen w ith  a bam boo  ish. F o r  hand  w eeding 
daos (a b ill h ook  m ade o f  iron  by local b lacksm ith s  an d  set 
in  pieces o f  w ood hand le) are w idely used. K asie  o r  K achi 
(sickles) a re  used fo r harvesting . T h is is a  curved piece o f  iron  
m ade a lso  by  local b lacksm ith  an d  set in  a  w ooden  handle. 
‘K asaw a’ is a  sm all b ill hook . K lnm ti (an  iro n  shod stick) fo r 
m ak ing  ho les is a  very useful com m on im plem ent.

T h e  use o f  the  m odern  trac to rs  an d  pow er tillers has n o t 
spread m uch. T he cost o f  these is beyond  the  reach o f  th e  
com m on farm ers. F o r irriga tion  pow er pum ps are extensively 
in  use. T hese w ill be discussed under th e  sub-head m echanised 
cu ltiva tion .

Seeds. Im proved  seeds o f  paddy, ju te , w heat, p o ta to  an d  m ustard  
etc., are supplied  to  the  cu ltiva to rs by the  B angladesh A gricul
tu ra l D evelopm ent C orpo ration  and  the A gricu ltu re  D ep artm en t. 
T here  is a  research farm , w here seeds o f  aman paddy , D-31 
varie ty  a re  available. I t  has proved to  be o f  heavy yielding.
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W ith  a view to  increasing food  p ro d u c tio n , seed m ultip lica- Seed MuUiplica* 
tion. fa rm s have been estab lished  in  different areas o f  the  d is tric t, 
th e  aim  being  to  g row  im proved vareties o f  seeds m ainly paddy, 
m u sta rd  seeds and  w h ea t, an d  supply  th e  sam e to  th e  cu ltiv a to rs  
d irec tly  from  th e  farm s, an d  also  th ro u g h  th a n a  seed sto res , so 
th a t they  m ay ge t h ig h e r yield. T h e  d is tric t has one 500 acre 
Seed M u ltip lica tio n  F arm  a t  D ebiganj po lice-sta tion  an d  an o th er 
100 acre Seed M u ltip lica tio n  F arm  in T hak u rg ao n  police-station .
T h e  la t te r  h as  been  m anaged  by  the  B .A .D .C . since 1962-63.
I t was s ta r te d  in 1956 by  th e  G overnm ent. D u rin g  1964-65 the  
fo llow ing  varie ties o f  seeds w ere p roduced  by th e  fa rm  and  
d is trib u ted  am o n g  th e  fa rm ers a t  a  subsidised price:

N am e o f  th e  seeds.

A m an  paddy  
Alls
J u te  seeds 
Sugarcane 
W h ea t 
M u sta rd  
K hesari 
W in te r vegetab les seeds 
G reen m anure  
F o d d er 
P ineapples 
V egetable seedlings

Q uan tity .

540 m aunds.
15 m ds. 15 seers. 
2 m ds. 27 seers. 
4,264 m ds.
11 m ds. 25 seers. 
1 1 m ds. 32 seers. 
88 m ds.
27 m ds.
9 m ds.
85 m ds.
8 m ds. 34 seers. 
5,000 m ds.

A n  acco u n t o f  p ro d u c tio n  o f  the  Seed M u ltip lica tio n  F arm  
a t  T h ak u rg ao n  fo r  1965-66 is given below  crop-w ise:

N am e o f  c rop . A creage
u nder

p ro d u ctio n .

P roduc tion . A verage yields.

A u s . 10 180 m ds. 22 seers 18 m ds. 2 seers.
T ransp lan ted  A m an . 29-70 591 m ds. 22 seers 19 m ds. 29 seers.
J u te  seeds— O lito rius . 2 5 m ds. 2 seers 2 m ds. 3 seers.
Ju te  capsu laris . 0 0 5 5 seers 20 seers.
F o d d e r ^ . 2 -50 750 m ds
D luivche seed . 1 2 m ds. 39 seers 2 m ds. 39 seers.
Cow  pea seed . 0 -40 32 seers 2 m ds.
S ugarcane . 6 00 1,375 m ds. 25 seers
M u stard . 6 0 0 30 md.s. 20 seers 5 m ds. 3 seers.
W h ea t . 9 -0 0 91 m ds. 30 seers 10 m ds.
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The lo la l d is trib u tio n  o f  im proved seeds In th e  d is tric t
in 1965 was as follow s:

A m an  seeds 
P o ta to  seeds 
M ustard  seeds 
W heat seeds 
W inter vegetable seeds

325 m ds. 
200 m ds. 
121 m ds. 
200 m ds. 

88 lbs.

A  s ta tem en t o f  the registered  grow ers w ith  area  covered 
an d  th e ir  p ro d u c tio n  o f  seeds o f different crops fo r 1966-67 is 
g iven below:

N am e o f  crops.

A u s  p addy
T ra n sp la n ted  A m an  paddy  
Ju te  seed 
W heat seed

Cowdung
D iaDU Te.

N um ber
o f

grow'ers.

175
179
356
100

A creage under 
P roduction  
(in m ds.).

526-45
759-19
399-01

50-00

Seed produced 
in m ds.

1.250 
3.500
389 m ds. 25 seers. 
400

Besides, R u ra l D em onstra tion  F arm s and  R u ra l D em o n stra
tio n  p lo ts  have been s ta rted  in  th e  d is tric t w ith  a  view to  
d em o n stra tin g  the  u tility  o f  using im proved  seeds and  m anures.

T h e  d is tric t has 191 ru ra l d em o n stra tio n s  farm s an d  3,196 
ru ra l d em o n stra tio n  p lo ts  an d  132 D evelopm ent B locks. 26 
b locks a re  fo r  aus p addy  and  89 b locks for aman  paddy. 
T hree  o f  these b locks com prise m ore th a n  1,000 acres. 17 blocks 
a re  fo r sugarcane. A  10-acre b lock  was estab lished  fo r b an an a  
in  K o tw ali P.S.

F o r  preserva tion  o f  seeds an d  fo r th e ir  p ro tec tio n  a  big 
godow n w as estab lished  w ith  one cen tra l seed sto re . T hree 
in te rm ediary  godow ns, th ree  th a n a  godow ns, tw enty-tw o thana 
seed stores and  149 U nion  seed sto res fo r U n io n  C ouncils w ere 
estab lished . A  num ber o f  10,582 farm ers w ere also  given 
p rac tica l and  theo re tical tra in in g  fo r  5-7 days.

A s early as 1872, H u n te r records th a t cow dung wa.s m ore 
used  in  D in a jp u r d is tric t th a n  elsew here. F ro m  M arch  o n 
w ards one can  see nea t cones fo r cow dung  an d  a ls5  o f  ‘g a la ’
i.e ., e a r th  d u g  from  tan k s heaped th ro u g h o u t th e  paddy  s tu b 
bles, ready  fo r p lough ing  as soon a s  th e  ra in s  b reak . T here 
is no  accepted  s tan d ard  o f  m anuring , an d  generally  cu ltiva to rs 
give th e  land  all they have go t, b u t farm yard  m an u re  is rarely  
b o u g h t an d  sold. In  the  Khiar lands o f  the  sou th  ponds 
an d  tan k s a re  cleaned o u t, an d  th e  e a r th  so excavated  is long
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know n as a  good  m anure . Such ‘gala’ w ill b e  given to  
th e  land  once in  tw o o r  th ree  years. C ow dung is o ften  mixed 
w ith  househo ld  ashes and  ca rted  on  to  the  land , a fte r  be ng 
filled o r  p u t o n  a  m idden heap  du ring  th e  year. M uch heavier 
m an u rin g  is iven fo r sugarcane. M u stard  oil cake is som etim es 
given as a  m an u re  to  sugarcane, an d  the ashes o f  the  cane 
used to  bo il the  gur  go b ack  in to  th e  soil as m anure . An 
am o u n t o f  1,779 m aunds o f  cow dung  and  com post m anure  and  
41,394 m aunds o f  chem ical fertilizer w ere used in  I960.

P eop le use su lphate , urea, trip le  super phosphate , phosphate , Cbcmical 
m uria te  po ta sh , etc . as fertilizer. In  1963-64, 4,583*43 to n s  Fe>'t>iiser. 
o f  chem ical fertilizer w ere d istribu ted  am ong  the farm ers. In  
1964-65 th e  B. A .D .C . supplied to  farm ers in  D ina jpu r 1880 *86 tons 
o f  urea, 18* 18 to n s  o f  am m onium  su lphate, 979*01 tons o f  trip le  
super p h o sp h a te  a n d  173*94 tons o f  m u ria te  po ta sh , the  to ta l 
being  3,051*99 tons. T h e  figures o f  fertilizer d is trib u tio n  in  
cash  an d  on  loan  in  1964-65 an d  1965-66 are  given below :

1964-65. 1965-66.

In  cash ...  29,718 m ds. 30 sr. 2ch. 18,205 m ds.

O n  loan  . . .  53,314 m ds. 22 sr. 4 ch . 32,489 m ds.

T he m ain  c rops o f  th e  d istric t such as paddy , sugarcane, ju te , P«sts and 
p o ta to es , pulses, tobacco  an d  chillies a re  generally  a ttack ed  an d  
dam aged  by insects. T he dam age o f  p addy  is caused by 
paddy-bo rer, rice-hispa (pamripoka), rice sw arm ing caterp illar 
{leda p o kd ), e a r  c u ttin g  ca te rp illar (shishakata Jeda p oka )  an d  rice 
b u g  {gandi poka), w hich are generally found  in  th e  d istric t. O f 
these  rice b u g  causes m ore dam age to  paddy  than  any o th er 
p es t. T he m atu re  rice-bug is brow n co loured , i t s  fem ale lays 
ro u n d  15 to  20 eggs on  th e  leaf o f  the  paddy  p la n t and  w ith in  
a  week little  ones com e o u t. I t  a t ta c k s  paddy  d u rin g  the  
p eriod  from  Baisakh  (A pril-M ay) to  Sraban  (July-A ugust).
They suck  o u t th e  m ilky liquid  from  inside th e  paddy  w hen 
i t  is very you n g  an d  tender. A s a  resu lt the  p addy  tu rn s into 
husk .

N ex t to  the  rice-bug com es the stem  borer. I t  also causes 
a  lo t o f  dam age to  th e  rice p lan ts . I t  en ters in to  the  soft 
p o rtio n  o f  th e  stem , especially  o f  the  cman  paddy  and ea ts  it  
aw ay d u rin g  th e  m on ths o f Asw in  (Septem ber-O ctober). The 
fem ale b o re r  lays eggs in  the  low er surface o f  the leaves.
These en te r  in to  the soft p o rtio n  o f  th e  stem  and ea ts  it. The 
g row th  is re ta rded . Its a tta c k  is m ainly on  A m an  paddy.
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J u te  p lan ts  are dam aged  by hairy  ca te rp illa r {bisapoka) and  
sem ilooper (gharapoka) d u ring  the period  from  Jaistha  to  
Sravan. T he fem ale hairy  ca terp illar lays eggs from  600 to
900 a t n igh t and  w ith in  5 to  6 days the  young  ones com e
o u t. T he fem ale sem i-looper lays eggs from  200 to  400 a t 
n ig h t. B oth these c a t aw ay th e  green p a r t o f  the  leaves and
m ake them  like s tra iners. T hey  a re  found to  a tta c k  ju te
from  Jaista  (M ay-June) to  Sravan  (July-A ugust).

T w o kinds o f  Ju te  diseases: stem  ro t  and  black spo t are 
p rev a len t in the  d is tric t. These diseases create b lack sp o t in ju te  
p lan ts  and  it sp reads u ltim ately  destroy ing  th e  p lan ts.

T o p  shoo t b o re r (sade m ajra) and  stem borer (m ajra) cause 
dam age to  sugarcane. T o p  shoo t borers’ a ttac k  continues from  
Chaitra  (M arch-A pril) to  Aswin  (Septem ber-O clober). It causes 
th e  m ain  stem  o f  th e  sugarcane to  d ry  aw ay an d  th u s  prevent 
;the o ff  shoo t com e out. T hey  m ake hole in  to p  side o f  
sugarcane and  com e dow n to  tw o o r  th ree  kno ts. T h e  a ttack  
o f  the stem -borer continues f r o m ( M a y - J u n e )  to  Agrahayan  
i(N ovem ber-D ecem ber). T hey  m ake hole on  the  sugarcane 
an d  m ake th e  inside hollow . By th is  a tta c k  the  ju ice  o f  the 
sugarcane decreases. T he red  ro t  is a  disease o f  sugarcane by 
w hich th e  m ain  vein o f  the  leaves an d  th e  body becom es 
sp o tted  and  inside the  sugarcane there rem ains a  red m ark  
f ro m  to p  to  b o tto m . A n o th er disease called ‘tu rn ip ’ is very rare.

P o ta to e s  a re  som etim es a ttack ed  w ith  early  b lig h t o r late 
b lig h t. B o th  these diseases cause spo ts on the  leaves o f  the  
p lan ts , and  if  n o t cured in  tim e the  crops d ie away. F o rtu n a te ly , 
we have now  rem edy fo r all these pests and  diseases a n d  the 
p la n t p ro tec tio n  au th o ritie s  take  necessary steps  fo r p reventing 
ih e ir  a ttac k  an d  fo r  cu ring  them .

T h e  to ta l areas u n d er different crops affected by pests and  
diseases an d  rem edies applied  d u rin g  1964-65 w ere as follow s:

N am e o f  crop . A rea a ttak e d  w ith  pests A rea trea ted , 
an d  diseases.

A m an  paddy 
A us  paddy 

:Sugarcane 
•Jute ... 
V egetables 
M isc . crops

11,410-00
10,552-50

9,396-00
327-00

4,840-50
3,105-50

acres 11,410-00 acres 
10,443-50 „  

9,305-50 „  
327-00  „  

4 ,840-50 „  
3 ,045-50 „

Curative and T h e  to ta l a rea  under cu ra tive  trea tm en t w as 39,372-00
preventive mea- -^cres in  1964-65 and  41,620-00 acres in 1965-66 an d  th e  to ta l
s u r e s  fo r  p e s ts
and dise-jse-'. a rea  under p reventive tre a tm e n tw a s  1 ,28 ,425 -50acres in  1964-65
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a n d  76,931-00 acres in  1965-66. T h e  technical s ta ff o f  P lan t 
P ro te c tio n  O rgan isa tion  give tra in in g  to  th e  cu ltiva to rs in  the  
ru ra l areas so th a t  th e  cu ltiva to rs them selves can ta k e  preventive 
a n d  cu ra tive  m easures w hen necessary. D u rin g  1964-65 as 
m any as 2,028 persons were trained . Besides p es ts  an d  diseases, 
p a rro ts , sparrow s, ju n g le  fowls an d  ra ts  an d  pigeons d o  a  lo t 
o f  dam age to  paddy. Jackals cause dam ge to  sugarcane an d  
vegetables. Scare crow s o r h u m an  dolls a re  p u t th e re  to  scare 
aw ay  th e  b irds and  beasts.

M echanised cu ltiv a tio n  w as s ta rted  w ith  th e  in tro d u c tio n  Mechanised 
o f  m o to r trac to rs  in th e  d istric t. C u l t i v a t i o n .

In  1959-60 six trac to rs  w orked in  th e  d istric t an d  630-56 
acres w ere benefited. In  1964-65 th ree trac to rs  w ere used in  
K otw ali, T h ak u rg ao n  a n d  F a rb a tip u r  th a n as  one in  each  th an a .
T hese  covered 425-37 acres, 4 -50  acres and  30-32 acres res
pectively. In  1965-66 th ree  tra c to rs  w ere installed  and  203 
acres w ere cu ltiva ted . A b o u t 30 trac to rs  an d  7 pow er pum ps 
w ere used  in  the  pub lic  sector, m ain ly  in  surgarcane an d  aman 
p ad d y  fields u n d er developm ent b lock.

T ho u g h  pow er pum ps form  a n  im p o rtan t aspect o f  irn g a tio n  
it u n d o u b ted ly  constitu tes a  b ig  head  o f  m echanised cultivation .
D u rin g  the  year 1959-60 tw o  pow er pu m p s w orked  in  th e  
d is tric t an d  a  to ta l area  o f  8,200 acres was irrigated  w ith  them .
Besides th is 2 m in o r irrigation  schemes w ere executed a t a cost 
o f  R s .16,900 a n d  th is  benefited 13,45,000 acres o f  lan d . In  
1963-64 one pow er p u m p  w as used  in  K otw ali P .S. an d  3 acres 
o f  land were irrigated . In  1964-65 th ree  pow er pu m p s were used 
o n e  each  in  A tw ari, B irganj an d  F u lb a ri w ith 6 cusec 
capac ity  to  irriga te  th e  soil a n d  th e  to ta l a re a  irrigated  was 
103-51 acres.

I n  1964-65, 464 shallow  tube-w ells an d  in  1965-66, 943 
sha llow  tube-w ells w ere d istribu ted  fo r  irrigation .

B angladesh W A P D A  san k  6 tube-w ells o f  3 cusec capacity  each 
a t  a  cost o f  Rs.28,915 in  R an isankail, N ek m ard an , R uhea, P ir- 
gan j, T h ak u rg ao n  an d  B oda th an as to  irrigate  a  to ta l area  o f 
136,400 acres. F ive tubs-w ells  w ere su n k  in  the  Sadar 
subdiv ision , 6 in  T h ak u rg ao n  subdiv ision  for d em o n stra tio n  
pu rpose an d  1,466 acres w ere irrigated  by them . T h e  in sta lla
tio n  o f  these pum p s w as com pleted  in  1965.

In  T h ak u rg ao n  subdiv ision  one 7,500 K.W . pow er pum p  
cen tre  w as installed , besides 275 electric pow er p u m p  centres 
fo r irrigation .
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LiTestock.

Improvement of 
Breeding and 
Artificial 
In<;emination.

A ccord ing  to  B anglaesh C ensus o f  A gricu ltu re held in  1960 
the n u m b er o f  ho ld ings rep o rtin g  w ork  an im als is 2,88,220 
an d  th e  to ta l num ber o f  w o rk  an im als is 7,09,670. O f these 
3,82,210 are bullocks, 5,150 are horses, 3,15,710 are cow s an d  
6,620 are  buffaloes. H oldings rep o rtin g  m ilch an im als a re  
1,55,410 in  num ber, w hich have a  to ta l o f  3,45,500 m ilch 
anim als. O f these m ilch anim als 3,41,700 are  cow s, 3,800 are  
buffaloes. T he num ber o f  breeding  bu lls is 33,950 an d  th a t o f  
young  stock  3,73,030. O f  these 3,69,970 are calves an d  th e  rest 
a re  buffalo calves. T he d is tric t has a lso  2,420 ho ld ings rep o rtin g  
9,130 sheep, 153.480 ho ld ings rep o rtin g  4,88,570 goats, an d  
123,990 hold ings repo rting  7,41,570 fowls.

T he local breed o f  cattle resem bles th a t in  m o st o th e r  p a rts  
o f  B angladesh, being  sm all an d  stun ted . N o  a ttem p t a t 
system atic  breed ing  was m ade  till recently . G ood  bulls a re  
ra re  in  th e  d istric t and  th e  sires a re  the  im m ature  u n castra ted  
m ales ru n n in g  w ith the  herds. T he w hole ques tion  o f  ca ttle  
b reed ing  has in  fac t been ignored  till now . T he local ca ttle , 
ow ing to  the ir sm all size, a re  unfit fo r any th ing  b u t p lough ing  
an d  a re  also  very p o o r  as m ilkers, a  seer o f  m ilk  per diem  
being a  fa ir  average yield o f  m ilk  fo r a  cow . T he reason  w hy 
th e  necessity fo r im proving  the  local breed  o f  ca ttle  never 
ap p a ren tly  cam e hom e to  the  peop le  in  the  p as t was th a t a  large 
n u m b er o f  fine ca rt bullocks w ere b ro u g h t to  the  b ig  fairs o r 
m a from  B ihar and  u p  coun try  areas and  sold to  local 
(m erchants, trad e rs  an d  professional carters. But a fte r P artitio n  
(1947) the  supply  o f  fine bu llocks from  In d ia  cam e to  a n  end 
an d  a ttem p ts  fo r the  first tim e a t G overnm ent level w ere m ade 
to  im prove the  local breed.

T here  are  th ree  artificial insem ination  centres in  the  d istric t, 
m anaged  by th e  D istric t C ouncil. D uring  1964-65, o u t o f  6^8 cows 
an d  heifers in  these centres, 640 were insem inated  an d  th e  
num ber o f  conceptions was 443 an d  the progenies b o rn  w ere 
175 male*; an d  58 females. T here  w ere 48 d ep a rtm en ta l stud- 
bu lls generally  o f  Red Sindhi type fo r na tu ra l service. T here  
a re  now  31 stud  bulls. T he buffaloes found  in  the d is tric t a re  
generally  im ported  an d  n o t b red  locally. T hey  are  sm allish  
anim als an d  m uch  in ferior to  the  fine buffaloes o f  the  B rahm a
p u tra  valley. They are  som etim es used fo r ca rtin g  a n d  S an ta l 
Settlers m ake use o f  them  fo r p loughing  also. M ilch buffaloes a re  
k ep t in  sm all num bei in  the  low -lying coun try  o a  the low er reaches 
o f  the  P u n a rb h ab a  an d  in the p o rtio n s  o f  the  R an isankaii th an a .

G o a ts  o f  sm all an d  sho rt legged type are  to  be fo und  in 
every village. T hey  rare ly  grow  to  any  size. Before P artitio n  
(1947) flocks o f  large castra ted  goats w ere in  the  co ld  w ea ther
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im p o rted  fro m  ou tside an d  found  a  ready  sale fo r food  purposes.
A t p resen t local g o a ts  a re  o f  tw o types e.g. ‘B lack B engal’ and  
‘Ja m u n a  a ri’. T h e  local p o u ltry  a re  o f  a  sm all type an d  belong 
to  no  p articu la r breed.

T here  is no  G overnm en t o r p rivate  d a iry  fa rm  in  th is  
d istric t. T h e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  m ilk an d  m ilk  p ro d u cts  in  D in a jp u r 
a re  as follow s. These a re  given in  m aunds. I t is th e  estim ate  o f 
1945 as rep o rted  in  the  fo rm -r P rovincia l M ark e tin g  Survey R ep o rt.

C ow  m ilk 14,99,347 m ds., buffalo m ilk  42,588 m ds., to ta l 
15,41,935 rads.; G hee 21,587 m ds., b u tte r  578 rads., B eef (in 
clud ing  buffalo) 2,15,386 m ds., C ow hides 80,000 pieces, buffalo 
h ides 6,000 pieces. G o a t sk ins 6,00,000 pieces, sheep sk in  12,000 
pieces, m u tto n  44,307 m ds. F o r  sk in  o f  goats  an d  sheep esti
m ate  is b ased  o n  p ro d u c tio n  o f  1959-60. Im p o rta n t m arke ts  
fo r  som e o f  these p ro d u cts  a re  given be low :—

P roducts. M arkets.

C a ttle  . .  Ja sh a ih a t, B alu rghat, Jopa lgon jha t.
M ilk  . .  D inajpu r, T hakurgaon .
G hee an d  b u tte r  . .  D ina jpu r, T h ak u rg ao n .
H ides . .  D in a jp u r.
F ish  . .  D inajpu r.

T here  is n o  organized p o u ltry  farm  in the  d istric t, th e  p o u ltry  poultry farmiDg. 
farm ing  being ru n  by the  farm ers a s  a  subsid iary  m eans o f  
livelihood. In  som e places fa irly  good  du ck s m ay also  be found .
T h e  foreign  breeds usually  give 150 to  200 eggs an d  the  deshi 
b reeds give 50 to  60 eggs p e r year.

T here  are  d ifferen t b reeds o f  p o u ltry  fo und  in  th is  d istric t, e.g. 
the  R hode  Is lan d  R ed , W hite  L eghorn , B lack M onacha , D oasli 
a n d  Deshi. T h ere  a re  only  fo u r p o u ltry  (farm ) un its  a t P a rb artip u r,
P anchagar, P irgan j an d  U lipu r, th e  num ber o f  b irds a t each un it 
being 30 laying hens an d  3 cocks. Eggs a n d  b ird s  o f  im proved  
varieties a re  supplied  to  the  villagers to  im prove th e ir  breed.
4,529 im proved  type eggs w ere d istribu ted  in  1966-67.

Large b read th s o f  pas tu re  lands are scattered th ro u g h o u t 
th e  d istric t. Som e o f  th e  peasan try  engage in  p as tu ring  cattle 
in  these tra c ts  as a n  ad d itio n a l m eans o f  subsistence. P astu rage 
is plentifu l, b u t  deficient in  nourishm ent. T he necessity o f 
p reserving grazing  areas fo r grow ing fodder crops has 
never been  seriously  considered . P addy  straw  an d  grass are 
the  tw o p rincipal item s o f  d ie t fo r these anim als. M ilk  cattle 
a re  som etim es given som e oil-seeds w ith  rice stem  an d  rice 
kura  as ca ttle  feed. T he green  grass is very ra re  due to  sandy 

oil a n d  lack  o f  irrigation .
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In  the n o rth e rn  p a rts  o f  the  d istric t the  cattle are stronger» 
goats a re  p len tifu l, b u t in  the  so u th  o f  the  d is tric t they  are 
exceedingly sm all.

O u t o f  10,75,818 acres o f  cu ltiva ted  area , 3,951 acres a re  
fodder area , an d  th e  livestock u n it being 11,45,815 the re  is one 
ca ttle  head p e r  cu ltivated  acre an d  290 ca ttle  heads p er ac re  o f  
fodder area . F o r  fodder straw , oil cake, bhushi, m askalai 
and  kheshari a re  used, and  actua lly  there is no  cu ltiva tion  fo r 
fodder.

Veterinary relief. D in a jp u r does n o t suffer very m uch from  ca ttle  disease. In  
the  year 1909-10 one o u tb rea k  o f  rinderpest an d  tw o o f  fo o t 
an d  m o u th  d iseases were rep o rted , b u t th e  m o rta lity  docs n o t 
ap p e ar to  have been heavy. T he num ber o f  in t cu la tions fo r 
r in d erp es t perfo rm ed  d u rin g  the  y ear w as ICO only . V eterinary  
relief w as afforded  a t  a  veterinary  d ispensary  a t D in a jp u r a t 
w hich in  1909-10, 5 equines, 15 bovines an d  4  o th e r  an im als 
w ere trea ted  as in -patien ts an d  51 equines, 221 bovines a n d  67 
o th e r  an im als as ou t-patien ts . D u rin g  1964-65, how ever, th e  
num ber o f  o u t-p a tien ts  an d  in -patien ts rose to  28,060 o f  w hich 
114 w ere equines, 17,861 w ere bovines an d  th e  rest w ere o th e r  an i
m als. T o ta l n u m b er o f  castra tion  perfo rm ed  d u ring  th a t period  
was 635 o f  w h ich455  were bovines an d  180 w ere o th er anim als. 
F o r  trea tm en t an d  castra tio n  A nim al H usb an d ry  s ta ff  visited 
1,811 villages an d  perfo rm ed  castra tio n  o n  2 equines a n d  180 
o th e r anim als. 174 bovines and  531 o th er anim als w ere trea ted  
aga inst con tag ious diseases w hile 73 equines, 13,515 bovines an d  
7,974 o th e r  an im als w ere trea ted  ag a in st non -con tag ious d is
eases. T he m ain  ca ttle  disease is A n th rax  (Sporad ic) the  p re 
ventive trea tm e n t being vaccination  an d  inocu lation . N u m b er 
o f  livestock inocu lated  in  1964-65 an d  1966-67 in  suspected 
areas fo r d ifferen t diseases is given below  :

N u m b er o f  livestock inocluatcd .

D iseases. 1964-65. 1966-67.

1. A nthrax 9,486 21,432

2. R inderpest 2,95,061 3,16,037

3. H aem orrhag ic  septicaem ia , 12,829 7,336

4. B lack q u arte r 1,130 4,547
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T here  is no  rep o rt o f  con tag ious o r non-con tag ious diseases 
o f  livestock fo r 1966-67. A s a  preventive m easure against 
con tag ious d iseases vaccination  was used as follow s :

N u m b er o f
D iseases. livestock

vaccinated .

1. R inderpest 3,16,037

2. A n th rax  . . 21,432'.

3. B lack q u arte r 4,547'

4. H aem orrhag ic  septicaem ia 7,33&
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F o r  general trea tm en t, 47,285 livestock un its  w ere given 
herapeu tic , an tib io tic  an d  su lphu r drugs.

There a re  th ree V eterinary  H osp ita ls a t D inajpu r, T h ak u r-  
g aon  a n d  P anchagar. O ne G overnm en t V eterinary  H o sp ita l is> 

u n d er co n stru c tio n  a t D in ajp u r. T here a re  fo u rte en  th a n a  
v eterinary  dispensaries. Tw o m ore are  under construc tion .

T h e  m ain  p o u ltry  disease is R an ikhe t. In o cu la tio n  a n d  
vaccination  are  rem edies. T he pou ltry  m o rta lity  figures a re  
given fo r  1964-65 under different diseases ;

1. R an ik h e t— 1,325.

2. F ow l pox— 329.

3. F ow l C ho lera— 32.

4. O ther d iseases— 803.

T he num ber o f  cases o f  o u tb rea k  o f  diseases is sta ted  
aga inst each disease w ith num ber o f  vaccines an d  serum  in the 
presence o f  o u tb re a k  fo r th e  year 1964-65 ;

N am e o f  diseases. N o . o f 
ou tb reak .

N o . o f  
vaccine.

N o . o f  
serum .

1. A nthrax 8 2,325 52

2. H aem orrhag ic  septicaem ia 2 2 8,388

3. F ow l pox 7 1,362

4. Black q u arte r 2 660 760

5. R inderpest 43 20,588

E ight villages were affected.
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F o r fow l pox 19,181 b irds w ere inoculated  in  1964-65 in 
suspected areas fo r p revention o f  disease.

Fisheries. D in a jp u r in  th e  past was know n as th e  M atsha D esk  fo r
its plenty o f  fishes. But now  the  cond ition  is different. I t  is 
now  deficit in  fish p roduction . F ish constitu tes by fa r  the
grea ter p a rt o f  the  anim al food  th a t is consum ed in  the  d istrict. 
T he dem and  being very considerable and  the  supply  being
ra th e r scanty there is no export o f  fish and  salt is to o  expen
sive to  adm it o f  its being used in  curing  fish. T he w hole fish caught 
are , therefo re, consum ed in  the  coun try , and  none exported . 
D u rin g  fou r m on ths o f  the  year, w hen the  rivers a re  m uch 
swollen fish is very scarce, fo r they have then  a n  extensive 
range, they  are no t easily caught, but as the inundations subside, 
and  w hen the  fish are confined w ith in  narrow  bounds, they 
are  easily secured by  various sim ple m eans w hich the local 
people em ploy.

Method of W hen a  pond , d itch , o r m arsh  has becom e nearly  dry , and
catching fish. ^  ]jjj.gg space have been collected in to  a  sm all

poo l the  m ost sim ple m ethod  o f  catch ing  fish is to  divide 
it by dam s o f  m ud , an d  then , having th ro w n  the w ater from
each successively, w here they are left dry. T his is usually
prac tised  by all th e  p o o r  labourers , especially in  the d itches and 
poo ls n ear th e  rice fields, w hich are n o t let to  fisherm en by the 
landow ners. In  ab o u t six weeks afte r the rainy  season com m ei ces, 
every rice field a lthough  qu ite  d ry  an d  hard  in spring, abounds 
with sm all fishes. They are certainly m ost num erous near 
rivers and  m arshes, from  w hich they  in  general com e.

W here the  w ater is deeper, and com m unicates w ith a  large 
extent o f  low  land , this m ethod  is im proved by enclosing a  
square piece o f  shallow  w ater, perhaps fifteen feet in  d iam eter 
w ith a  m ound  o f  ea rth , an d  leaving an  opening o f  ab o u t th ree 
feet wide in  the side next the branches o f  trees, which a ttra c t 
the  fish. A fter th e  branches have rem ained fo r som e days, 
the  open ing  is shu t w ith  a  dam , the branches and  w ater are 
th ro w n  o u t, an d  the fish are secured. T his also  is che fly 
practised  by those w ho are no t regular fisherm en: b u t when 
th is  p lan  is fu rth e r im proved, it  becom es one o f the m ost 
effectual m eans o f  p rocu ring  fish th a t are em ployed In this 
d istric t.

In  the  o ld  courses o f rivers, called beefs, large qu an tity  
o f  b ranches an d  tw igs o f  trees are tied  toge ther and  th row n 
in to  the w ater, so as to  occupy space o f  tw enty  o r  th irty  
f ie t  square  from  th e  bo ttom  to  the  surface. A fter they have 
rem ain ed  from  tw enty to  th k iy  days, an d  the  fish have entered



I

•a

Q

•o

CQ
o

oa

«

X)

w

o
c5



Ch. IV AGRtCULTURE AND LIVESTOCK 89

in to  all parts , the  b ranches a re  su rrounded  by  a  k ind  o f  screen 
■called byana, w hich is m ade o f  reeds tied  para lle l to  each 
o th er by m eans o f  tw isted grass an d  placed so. close th a t even 
the  sm allest fish ca n n o t escape. These screens a re  a b o u t fo u r 
feet w ide, an d  are  o f  sufficient leng th  to  su rround  the  w hole 
h eap  o f  bushes. W hen  th is has been done, the bushes are 
th ro w n  o u t and  th e  fish are secured by chhakni, sm all bag 
(nets) the  m o u th s  o f  w hich are fastened  to  hoops.

T he byana  (screen) is som etim es used w ithou t having previous
ly th ro w n  in  b ranches o f  trees. T his is done in  shallow  w ater, 
w here th e re  a re  m an y  w eeds. A  space is su rrounded  by  the  
byana, an d  all th e  fisherm en go in  w ith  b ag  nets and  secure 
th e  fish.

T his k ind  o f  fishing requires ab o u t seven m en, w ho usually 
have tw o heaps o f  b ranches in  the  w ater fo r n ine m onths in  
th e  year, o r  fro m  a b o u t th e  m iddle o f  O ctober un til th e  m iddle 
o f  Ju ly , w hen th e  co u n try  becom es to o  m uch  inundated . They 
d ra w  one o f  these byanas  once a  w eek, a n d  in  the  intervals 
o f  th is labou r, su rro u n d  sm all spaces as above m entioned, 
w here n o  b ranches have been placed.

These sam e fisherm en em ploy a  k ind  o f  tr a p  called onta  
w hich is m ade in  th e  fo rm  o f  a  tru n ca ted  cone. These 
tra p s  a re  m ade o f  fc.*ds, in  the sam e m anner a s  th e  byana, 
an d  the  tw o edges a re  n o t fastened , b u t a re  b en t in  tow ards 
the  cavity , so a s  g radua lly  to  ap p ro ach  each  o ther. T he fish 
can  read ily  force its  w ay in to  the cavity , b u t its efforts to  
com e o u t a re  vain . T he fish are directed  to  th e  opening by 
a  screen p laced o n  each o f  its  sides a n d  accord ing  to  the 
s itua tion  o f  th e  fishery, these are disposed in  tw o m anners.

T he onta  is used  d u ring  th e  d ry  season  in  shallow  w ater 
courses th a t a re  s ta g n an t o r  have but little  stream , an d  in  
such situa tions th e  screen extends th e w h  >leway across, an d  has 
trap s  a t the  d istance o f  every tw enty  o r th irty  feet. In  th e  one 
a t A khanagar, w hich w as ab o u t 3(X) feet w ide a  net was suspend
ed over th e  screen, in  o rder to  p revent the  fish fro m  leaping 
over. F o r  som e o f  the ca rp  k ind  leap  w ith  a n  agility  equal 
a lm o st to  th a t o f  th e  salm on. T his ap p a ra tu s , called a  bandh, 
p rocu res a  g rea t m any sm all fish, an d  is usually  ren ted  fo r a 
certain  sum .

T he o th e r  s itu a tio n  chosen  fo r th is  m an n er o f  fishing is 
m uch  m ore  com m on , a s  d u rin g  the ra in y  season it is the 
on ly  w ay in  w hich these fisherm en can  p ro cu re  em ploym ent.
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T he screen is placed o n  the  shelving side o f  a  river, w ith  one 
end  to  th e  shore, an d  the  o th e r as fa r  in to  th e  w ate r as 
possible, b u t it  canno t be p laced w here there is a  g rea te r dep th  
o f  w ater th a n  fou r feet. Such a  screen adm its o f  one o r  tw o 
trap s, accord ing  as th e  w ater deepens m ore o r  less suddenly , 
an d  one m an  m anages tw o  screens. T h e  fish cau g h t in  this 
m anner are m uch  sm aller than  those caught by the o th e r m ethod , 
b u t the  q u an itity  m akes u p  fo r th is defect. These fishings w ith 
th e  byana  a n d  onia  a re  very productive, especially in  the  sourthern  
and  w estern  p a rts  o f  the  d istric t an d  require no  bo ats .

Still m ore sim ple ways an d  m eans are  used. O ne is called polo. 
T he fisherm an p u ts  th e  m o u th  o f  i t  in  th e  m ud , and  then  pass
ing  his a rm  th ro u g h  the  h o le  in  th e  b o tto m , gropes fo r  the  fish 
w hich h e  m ay have secured. A no ther, called Jakoyi, is a  basket 
o f  an  irre g u la r  th ree-sided  fo rm , open  a t one end , an d  has a  
bam boo  sh a ft. T he fisherm an places th e  b o tto m  flat o f  i t  on  
the  m ud , tread s th e  weeds before th e  open ing , th u s  drives the 
fish in to  th e  tra p , an d  then , suddenly  raising  th e  hand le  b rings 
th e  open ing  above the  surface. These tw o  m ethods can  only be 
p rac tised  in  very m uddy  places covered w ith  aq u a tic  p lan ts , an d  
a re  com m only  em ployed by  labou rers o f  th e  low est ran k  to  
catch  fish fo r th e ir  ow n use.

T he m o st sim ple n e t in  th is  co u n try  is th e  bhesal, w hich is 
stre tched  betw een tw o bam boos th a t m eet behind a t  an  acute 
angle (ab o u t 75°), by  w hich the  fisherm an holds. T h e  n e t is o f  
a  tr ia n g u la r  fo rm  so as to  app ly  to  the  bam boos, b u t is m uch  
bagged  behind . T he fisherm an, w alking u p  to  th e  m idd le  in  the 
w ater, pushes th e  po in ts o f  th e  bam boos a long  the b o tto m  fo r 
a  little  w ay, an d  th e n  raises them  u p  to  secure w hatever fish 
m ay have com e in to  h is n e t. T he bam boos are from  twelve to  
fifteen feet in  length .

The sam e fo rm  o f  n e t is en larged  so as to  have bam boos 
n ineteen  cu b its  long , and  is th en  used in  a  b o a t . A  row er a t 
each en d  m anages the  canoe, w hich is k ep t b roadside o n  to  the  
stream , a n d  allow ed to  descend w ith  i t ,  an d  a  th ird  m a n  low ers 
th e  p o in ts  o f  th e  bam boos, w hich are fixed a t  r ig h t angles to  
the  gunw ale, and  then  occasionally  raises them  to  secure the 
fish. T his is one o f  the m ost com m on nets used by fisherm en. 
Its  m esh is sm all. T he b o a t is 16 o r 17 cub its  lo n g  an d  cu 
b its  w ide, sha rp  a t  each  end , an d  b roadest abaft the  m iddle. At 
the  w idest p a r t  o f  th e  b o a t tw o fo rked  sticks p ro jec t between 
th ree  an d  fo u r feet ou tw ards and  upw ards from  the  gunw ale, 
and  a  stick  lashed between th e  fo rks serves as a lever, over 
w hich the  bam b o o s o f  th e  n e t are raised a n d  low ered. O n
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the gunw ale o p p o site  to  th e  n e t is a  sm all ou trigger, which 
serves as a  balance. T his k ind  o f  fishing m ay b e  carried  on 
a t all tim es, b u t th e  ra in y  season is th e  m o st favourab le . M o st 
o f  the  fish c a u g h t in  th is  m an n er a re  o f  th e  crustaceous k ind.
O n  the  M a h an a n d a , a  b o a t  b u ilt  o f  sa l w ill la s t fifteen years, 
b u t i t  requ ires considerab le  repairs . T h e  n e t is usually  m ade  o f  
short, b u t  som etim es o f  co tto n , b u t th e  fisherm en usually  m ake 
i t  them selves, an d  i t  co s ts  on ly  th e  m aterials.

T h e  sam e k ind  o f  n e t is  s ti ll  m ore  en larged , an d  is raised 
by a  com plicated  m achinery  o f  bam boos. I t  is called a ‘C h au ri’ 
o r ‘K h o ra ’, a n d  is fixed o n  th e  steep  side o f  som e river. A  
fram e o f  fo u r  s tro n g  bam boos su p p o rts  th e  n e t, p laced w ith  its  
descending  edge to w ard s  th e  m o u th  o f  th e  river, an d  also sup
p o r ts  tw o  slop ing  bam boos, o n  w hich a  m an w alks, w ho has 
one en d  o f  a long ro p e  ro u n d  his m iddle. T he o th e r  end 
passes over a  bam b o o , fo r they  have n o  pu lley , a n d  raises th e  
ne t w hen th e  m a n  w alks an d  lowers i t  in  th e  w ate r w hen he 
w alks u p  th e  slop ing  bam boos. T h e  m ovem ent is increased by 
a  lever o f  bam b o o , th e  heel o f  w hich res ts  o n  th e  bank , while 
th e  rope fro m  th e  m a n ’s w aist is fastened  to  th e  o th e r  end, an d  
th a t aga in  is connected  w ith  th e  bam b o o s o f  the  n e t. T h is is 
th e  m ost com plicated  m achine an d  seems to  m e very ill co n 
trived. T h e  ne t is qu ad ran g u lar. T w o corners are stretched  to  
th e  b am boos, one o f  th e  o th e r  tw o  corners is fixed to  th e  
bam boo  lever, w hile th e  o th e r  is fixed to  the  end  o f  a  bam boo  
th a t p ro jec ts  over the  river, w hich is fastened  to  w here th e  
lever an d  th e  tw o la te ra l bam boos jo in , an d  w hich is suspended  
by a  ro p e  fro m  th e  fram e, so th a t  th is  co rner should  always 
be h igh . R opes also  pass from  th e  b a n k  to  th e  tw o la te ra l 
bam boos, w hich p reven t them  fro m  y ield ing to  th e  stream , 
w hile a  sm all bam boo  fro m  one o f  th e  la te ra l ones stre tches 
o u t th e  low er edge o f  th e  n e t. T w o m en are em ployed a t th is 
net, one below , w ho is generally  sm all, and  m ost fish are  cau g h t 
from  a b o u t th e  m idd le  o f  S ep tem ber u n til the  m iddle o f  N ovem 
ber, w hen th e  rivers a re  falling.

A n o th er k ind  o f  net, som ew hat o f  a  sim ilar natu re , w ould 
aprpear to  be better fitted fo r such a  large m achine. I t  is 
called C hak  o r  Jha ti, an d  is o f  a  square  fo rm , a  good deal 
bagged in  the  centre. I ts  angles a re  fastened to  the ends o f  
tw o b am b o o  bow s th a t cross each  o th e r  a t r ig h t angles in  the 
cen tre, w hich is suspended from  the end o f  a  bam boo  lever, the 
o th er end  o f  w hich rests against the b an k , w here the  fisherm an 
sits. H e low ers an d  raises h is net by  m eans o f  a rope w hich 
is fastened  to  the  fa r end o f  th e  lever. A  large net o f  th ia  
k ind , raised  and  low ered by a  m an  on  a n  inclined plane, w ith
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the  assistance o f  a  pulley, m ight be a  good  contrivance in  m uddy  
w ater. The C hak  is used chiefly by p o o r  farm ers an d  labou re rs .

T he casting  net is very m uch used. I t  is fro m  n ine to  eleven 
cubits in  d iam eter, called bhomori o r  khepla  w hich is com m only  
th ro w n  fro m  the  shore o r a  b o a t. T he m esh is sm all, a n d  the
sinkers are o ften  m erely ea rth en  rings baked  by  the  p o tte rs
b u t iro n  rings are also  used fo r the  purpose. I f  m ade o f  co tton  
th e  net will last fo r seven years; if  m ade o f  shon, i t  will last 
only fo r fo u r years. I f  the  ne t is th ro w n  from  a  b o a t, tw o m en 
a re  requ ired , one to  th row  th e  ne t and  an o th er to  m anage 
the  b o a t. T h e  b o at is only 13 o r 14 cubits long  an d  2 ^  
cub its b ro ad . Sm all fish, especially o f  the  crustaceous k ind, 
are chiefly caught in  th is  m anner, w hich is only used  in  the 
d ry  season.

A  m uch larger k ind , 38 cubits in  d iam eter, called other 
is frequently  em ployed, an d  is th ro w n  by  m eans o f  a  long 
narrow  b o a t, w hich m ust be ra th e r longer th a n  the  d iam eter 
o f  th e  net. T his is gathered  carefully in to  the  b o a t, one edge 
ta k en  in  first, an d  th e n  one fold is placed above ano ther. T he 
b o at is row ed in to  the  stream , and , by a  row er a t each  end , 
is p laced b roadside  on. Tw o o th er m en then  th ro w  over first 
one edge o f  th e  net, and  as th e  b o a t drives, they  th ro w  g ra 
dually  th e  rem ainder. The w hole sinks to  th e  b o tto m , an d  the 
b o a t is allow ed to  drive un til the edges o f  the  net have been 
dragged  close to  each  o ther, w hen th e  ne t is d raw n  to  the 
shore. V ery large fish are caugh t in  th is m anner.

T h e  fisherm en use the  seine, o f  several sizes, an d  o f  different 
nam es. T h e  Pahilijal o f  G h o ra g h a t is a  seine com posed 
o f  several pieces, ab o u t 11 cubits w ide an d  12 cubits long, 
w hich belong to  different fisherm en, six o r  seven o f  w hom  unite 
th e ir  stocks, an d  jo in  the ir different pieces in to  one net. The 
cen tre pieces are the  w idest, th e  m esh is sm all, the  floats are 
gourds, an d  th e  w eights are rings o f  p o tte rs’ w are. I t  is th ro w n  
o u t in  the  usual m anner from  the  ste rn  o f  a  b o a t, and  requires
six o r  eight m en to  d raw  it.

O n  the  A tra i, the  large seine is called ‘bed’, and  is m ade 
in  one p iece, 360 ft. long  and  10 o r  I I  cub its w ide in  the  
cen tre. I t  is floated by th e  spongy stem s o f  th e  sola  
(A schynom ne diffusa, w .) an d  su n k  p artly  by iro n  rings, 
an d  partly  by  those  m ade o f  baked  clay. T he tw ine m ade o f  
shon, w ould  cost ten  rupees; b u t the  p la n t is usually  reared  by 
th e  m en, an d  sp u n  by the w om an  in  in tervals o f  labour- The 
b o a t is m ade o f  m ango-w ood and  lasts only  fo r tw o years. Six 
m en  are req u ired ; the  p ro p rie to r o f  the  net a n d  b o a t takes



Ch. IV a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  l i v e s t o c k  9?

6 /I6 th s  o f  the  fish, th e  rem ain d er is d ivided equally  am ong tiie 
o th e r  five m en. In  the  ra in y  season  only th is  net is used in 
the  river. A t all seasons it is used in  tanks. T h e  largest fish 
such  as R u i, K a tla  an d  C h ita l a re  cau g h t by  it.

T h e  tana  is sm aller seine o f  fine tw ine, ab o u t 90 cubits long 
an d  3 cub its  w ide. I t  is floated by cu ttings o f  a  spongy reed 
called U la  K h ag ra , an d  su n k  by  rings o f  potters* w are. One 
m a n  goes w ith  the  b o a t, an d  an o th er h o ld s th e  en d  th a t  is 
left o n  shore. T h is  n e t seem s well fitted fo r clear w ater, a 
shallow  river, an d  sandy  b o tto m . T w o o r th ree nets o f  this 
k in d  are  som etim es jo in e d  in to  one.

T h e  tune is a  sm all d ra g  net th a t is well fitted fo r fishing 
in  shallow  w ater am o n g  weeds. I t  is ab o u t 20 cubits long  and  
52 cub its  w ide, an d  has neither floats n o r  sinkers. A  row  
o f  sticks, a b o u t 2 feet long  an d  2 feet from  each o ther, un ite  
the  tw o side ropes, so th a t th e  ne t bags behind ,. A  m an  at 
each  end  goes in to  th e  w ater, un til bo th  are ab o u t 3 feet deep ; 
they th e n  im m erse the  net, an d  d rag  i t  tow ards the  shore w ith 
one end  o f  th e  sticks touch ing  th e  ground .

W herever the  fishery is o f  such  im portance as to  em ploy 
regu lar fisherm en, the  G overnm ent exacts a  revenue, w hich 
seems jud ic ious a n d  p ro p er because it is interested to  im prove 
the  fishery, an d  to  take  care o f  the  people em ployed.

T h e  d u tie s  th a t  a re  levied on  th e  fisherm en are in  general 
m o d era te  enough , an d  d o  n o t am o u n t to  a  considerable sum .
T h e G overnm en t now  s ta n d in g  in the  shoe o f  o ld  p ro p rie to rs  
generally  le ts  o u t the ir fisheries from  year to  year, an d  the 
farm ers {Ija 'adars) som etim es em ploy fisherm en to  catch  the  fish, 
e ith e r fo r wages o r  fo r a  share . T he farm er em ploys fourteen  m en 
to  fish w ith  the  byana, a n d  these give him  one-ha lf o f  th e  fish.
T hey  fish fo r n ine m o n th s  in  the  year. T hey  requ ire  n o  b o a t, 
an d  m ake th e  w hole ap p ara tu s . T he ren t, an d  the  charge o f  
w atch ing  are very sm all. Sm all trad e rs  com e and  purchase  the 
fish, w h ich  they re ta il a t  different m arkets. T he p rofit o f  those 
w ho fish v i th  n e ts  and  boats, is m ore  considerable th a n  o f  
those  w ho use the  screen and  th e  traps.

T he trad e rs  w ho re ta il fish have som e c a p ita l; in  m ost 
p a r ts  they  are in  general very p o o r, an d  the  fish a re  o ften  
reta iled  by  th e  wives o f  those w ho ca tch  them .

F isherm en in  general a re  n o t so p o o r  as the  com m on lab o u 
rers w ho are  em ployed in  ag ricu ltu re , an d  m any of th e m  live like 
farm ers w ho have tw o  ploughs.
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T h e G overnm en t in  recen t tim es to o k  com prehensive schemes 
to  increase th e  fish s to ck  o f  th e  d is tric t. B u t general poverty  
o f  th e  m ass an d  th e  p o o r  pay o f  th e  low est s ta ff  d o  n o t create 
positive in te rests  in  th e m ; these c o n trib u te  to  the  failu re o f 
schem es fo r w an t o f  m ass consciousness a n d  collective 
in te rest. Even sm all fries o r fishing are  n o t spared . I f  there 
w as re s tra in t ab o u t i t  in  the  breed ing  season an d  a  lit tle  after, 
fish s to c k  cou ld  be doubled  o r  trebled.

Fisheries office o f  the  D istric t P iscicu lture Officer w as established
in 1949 w ith  a  view to  a t tr a c t  th e  people o f  th is  d is tric t 
tow ards p isciculture. D em o n s tra tio n  a n d  supply ing  o f  quality  
fry  am o n g  the  ta n k  ow ners w ere th e  m ain  fu n c tio n  o f  the  office. 
T h ere  are 4  th a n a  F ishery Officers and  3 F ish  C u ltu re  A ssis tan tt 
in  the  d is tric t w ho opera te  E xpanded  R eclam ation  Scheme, 
N ursery  F ish  F arm , F ish Seed M ultip lication  F a rm  an d  D em ons
tra t io n  F ish  F arm , to  supply  q uality  fry  am ong  the  in terested  
p isc icu ltu rists , to  conduc t in spection  o f  p riva te  ta n k  a n d  to  give 
technical advice regard ing  p isc icu ltu re. T here  a re  4 p ieldm en 
a t  D in a jp u r w hose function  is to  survey th e  ta n k s o f th e  d is tric t 
an d  to  p revail on  th e  ta n k  ow ners to  reclaim  th e ir  ta n k s and  
to  cu ltu re  fish therein.

T a n k s  fo r  fish  
c u ltu re .

Development
schemes.

T h e n u m b er o f  tan k s u n d er G overnm ent ow nership  is 1,203 
w ith average o f  one acre and  above each, m easuring  to ta lly  
1,405 acres a n d  th e  num ber o f  ta n k s  w ith  average o f  below  
one ac re  each  is 3,405 to ta lly  m easuring  1,500 acres. U n d er 
p riva te  ow nersh ip  th e  num ber o f  ta n k s  w ith  average o f  above 
o n e  acre each  is 3,589 w ith  to ta l  area  o f  3,782 acres an d  th e  
nu m b er o f  such  tanks below  one acre each is 6,804 w ith  to ta l 
area  o f  3,232 acres. T h e  num ber o f  derelict ta n k s  under 
G overnm en t ow nership  is 3,500 w ith  to ta l area  o f  2,010 acres 
an d  u n d e r p riva te  ow nersihp 6,873 w ith  to ta l area  o f  4,205 
acres.

T he n u m b er o f  tan k s ta k en  fo r im provem ent u n d e r G o v ern 
m e n t ow nersh ip  is 1,100 w ith  a  to ta l  area  o f  895 acres and 
u n d er p riva te  ow nership  is 3,520 w ith  th e  to ta l a re a  o f  2,809 
acres.

T h irteen  u n its  o f  E xpanded  R eclam ation  Schem es w ere 
taken  u p  fo r  im provem ent d u rin g  th e  first and  th e  second  five- 
year p lan  period . F ive un its  o f  the expanded schem e have been 
handed  over to  the  R evenue D ep a rtm en t afte r developm ent fo r 
using o u t th e  ta n k s  to  p rivate  parties.
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T here are th ree  F ish  Seed M ultip lica tion  F arm s in  the  d istric t.
A ll these farm s have been co n s tn ic ted  du ring  th e  Second F ive- parm. * ^
Y ear P lan  period.

T here  a re  five D em o n stra tio n  F ish  F arm s o f  w hich th ree Demonstration 
were s ta rted  in  1965. Fish Farm.

U nder th is Schem e 12,317 ta n k s w ere surveyed by  th e  F ield- 
m e a  during  the  Second F ive-Y ear P lan  Period.



C H A P T E R  V 

F O R E S T

T h e forest is m ostly  co n cen tra ted  in  so u th -ea s t p o rtio n  o f  situation and 
th e  d istric t. P atches o f  sc rubby  ju n g le s  an d  w aste lands a re  configuration, 
fo und  in  the n o rth -w este rn  p a r t  o f  the  d istric t.

In  general appearance, th e  co u n try  is flat an d  a  gentle 
sou thw ard ly  slope is suggested  by th e  tre n d  o f  the  river. T he 
forest areas a re  se ldom  con tig u o u s an d  are  generally  in term ixed 
w ith  cu ltiv a tio n  and  h ab ita tio n  o f  local an d  tr ib a l people. In 
th e  so u th  as w ell as in  th e  w est o f  D in a jp u r, th e  curious 
fo rm a tio n  know n as B arind geologically classed as o ld  alluvium  
m akes its  appearance. T he charac teristic  o f  th is  is an  u n d u la 
tin g  co u n try  in te rspersed  w ith  ravines. E levations are 
now here w orthy  o f the  nam e o f  hills, the  h ighest p a tch  does 
n o t  exceed 20 ' ab o v e  th e  su rro u n d in g  co u n try . The ravines 
vary  fro m  shallow  s tre tch e s  o f  low  land  su itab le  fo r grow ing  
p ad d y  to  deeper depressions bearing  a  resem blance to  o ld  river 
beds, som etim es co n ta ined  w ater. O ld  w riters have m ade 
m en tio n  o f  la rg e  n u m b er o f  m arshes locally  called  beels form ed 
by overflow ing o f  rivers. O ne o f  them  lies w est o f  D ina jpu r- 
T h ak u rg ao n  road .

T here is no  reserve fo rest in  th e  d is tric t. T h e  only forest 
areas a re  vested fo rests  w hich w ere vested u n d er S tate  m anage
m en t th ro u g h  th e  P riva te  F o rest A c t an d  acqu ired  fo rests  w hich 
have been acqu ired  u n d e r the  E ast B engal S tate  A cqu is ition  
a n d  T enancy  A ct. T h e  p o sitio n  o f  th e  fo re s t areas in  the 
d is tric t is as fo llow s:

D is tr ib u tio n  a n d  
itres.

V ested forests 

A cquired forests ...

T o ta l fo rest a re a  in  th e  d is tric t

. . .  11,057 acres. 

. . .  12,320 acres.

... 23,377 acres.

T he forests in  th e  d is tric t are rem n a n ts  o f  th e  sal fo rests  o f  V e g e ta tio n , 

th e  D uars  in  th e  fo o t-h ill o f  the  H im alayas.

T h e  m ain  species in  these  fo rests  is sa l (Shorea Robusta)
A ssociated  w ith  sal, a re  noda (LU sea spp), kurch i{H olarrhenaan il-  
dysenterica), sisso {Dalbergia sisso), sonalu {Cassia fis tu la ),
Sheora (Streblus asper), pa las {Butea frondosa), ku m b i {Careya  
arborea), shirish {A lbizzia  spp .), C hhatim  (A lstonia scholaris), 
chalta {D illenia indica), bo t {Ficus bengalensis), and  o thers.

7
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Clerodendron infortunatum  and  Eupatorium  odoratum  a re  the  
com m on shrubs. O f  the clim bers, th e  im p o rta n t a re  palashlata  
{Spatholobus roxburghii), satam uli {Asparagus racem osus), gulan- 
cha {Tinospora cordifolia) an d  ko ch ika ta  (Acacia pinnata).

Besides these n a tu ra l fo rests , the re  a re  p la n ta tio n s  o f  sal, 
teak  and  jarul (Lagerstroem ia flosreginae'). Bidi le a f  tree 
(D iospyros spp)  has been p la n ted  over extensive areas.

WiM life. D ue  to  th e  open  n a tu re  o f  th e  fo rest, th e re  is very lit tle
w ild life in  the  area. W ild  b o a r  an d  p y th o n  a re  som etim es 
found  in  th e  fo re s t areas. P an th e rs  a re  m et w ith  occasionally  
in  scrubby jung les. Ju n g le  fow l an d  p a trid g es  a lso  occur. In  
th e  cold w eather, m ig ra to ry  b irds such as ducks com e to  som e 
o f  th e  beel areas.

History and T here  is no  d o u b t th a t  th e  area  was covered w ith  sa l fo rests
Manasement. w hich w ere c o n tig u o u s  w ith  th e  ad jo in in g  D t/n rj a re a  o f  In d ia , 

th o u g h  th is  has now  been reduced  o n ly  to  sm all patches.

T h e  recen t h isto ry  o f  th e  ja / f o r e s t  o f  the  zone is an  account 
o f  excessive felling  w ith  a  deliberate  a im  o f  g e ttin g  as m uch 
m oney as could be availab le in  a  sh o rt tim e. T h e  b ig  la n d 
lo rds w an ted  to  reap  the  m axim um  p ro fit before th e  enac tm en t 
o f  the Bengal P riva te  F o rest A ct o f  1945. In  1947 w ith  
p a r ti tio n , th e re  was fu rth e r  inducem ent by  th e  m ig ra ting  
ow ners lo  sell as m uch  as they  cou ld  before leav ing  B angladesh. 
A s a  resu lt, vast areas have been clear-felled  a fte r p a rtitio n . 
W ith  th e  passing o f  th e  E as t Bengal S ta te  A cq u is itio n  and 
T enancy  A ct, 1950, fu rth e r  areas o f  sa l forest land  w as clear- 
felled by th e  ex-ow ners. T he resu lt o f  th is  d e lib e ra te  ru th le ss  
felling is th a t m o st o f  the  fo re s t areas now  co n ta in  o n ly  y o ung  
coppice rc-g row th , u tilizab le  as fire-w ood an d  cheap  tim b er. 
T o  stop  fu rth e r  d eg ra d a tio n , a  F o re s t D ivision w as created  in 
A u g u st, 1952 to  save w hatever rem n a n ts  o f  th e  fo rest th a t 
existed. Besides 23,377 acres o f  fo rests  in  th e  d is tr ic t, the  
fo rest div ision  w ith  its  h ea d q u a rte rs  a t D in a jp u r also  adm in is
te rs 3,591 acres o f  fo rests  in  R a n g p u r  an d  6,976 acres o f  fo rests  
in  R ajshah i d is tric t, i.e ., a  to ta l  o f  33,944 acres o f  fo rest areas. 
T ill 1954, how ever, no  reg u la r w ork ing  o f  th e  fo re st co u ld  be 
ta k en  u p  as th e  s ta ff  w as en g ag ed  p rim arily  o n  survey, 
d em arca tion  an d  o rg an isa tio n a l p rob lem s. In  1953-54, clear- 
felling an d  re -o lan ta tio n  w ork  o f  the  d enuded  fo rest was taken  
u p  system atically . Besides grow ing  sa l p la n ta tio n , bamboo  and  
tendu (bidi leaf) w as also  raised  in  p la n ta tio n .

E xcep t in  m auzas  o f  K an g sa ra , B how an ipu r, S ingara , Bir- 
g an j, L ohan ipara , A lo k d h o ti, th e  rest o f  th e  fo rest is com posed
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o f  y o u n g  coppice re -g ro w th  fo re st a n d  s ta ff  w as en g a g ed  on  
p ro tec tio n  a n d  ten d in g  o p e ra tio n  o f  these  you n g  crops.

T h e  fo re s ts  o f  th e  t r a c t  a re  m ixed u p  w ith  cu ltiv a ted  land  
a n d  ho m estead  o f  v illagers. T herefo re, p ro te c tio n  fro m  fire 
an d  en cro ach m en t also  ta k es  u p  lo t  o f  lim e o f  th e  staff.

In  1959-60, a  w ork ing  schem e fo r th e  fo re s ts  o f  th e  D ivision 
w as d raw n  u p  fo r a  period  o f  10 years. T he w o rk in g  schem e 
aim ed a t c rea tio n  o f  th e  fo llow ing  w ork ing  circles:

A. Conversion W orking  C ircle:

T h is w ork ing  circle com prises o f  com paratively  g ood  quality  
sa l fo rest. T h e  m e th o d  o f  m anagem en t is c lear-felling  an d  
re -p lan tin g  w ith  sa l u n d e r tanguyya  system . U n d e r tanguyya  
system  a g r ic u ltu ra l c rops are  allow ed  to  b e  g row n in  betw een 
th e  line o f  fo re s t p la n ts  w hen  they  are young . T his p rac tice 
o f  g row ing  a g r ic u ltu ra l c ro p  a lo n g  w ith  fo re st c ro p , low ers 
th e  co s t o f  p la n ta t io n  by  c u ttin g  dow n th e  co s t o f  w eeding an d  
tend ing . T h o u g h  sa l  is th e  m a jo r species to  b e  p la n ted , in  
low  ly ing  areas Jarul, kadam  {Anthocephalus kadam ba), ja m  
(jSyzygium  spp-), an d  pita li (Trew ia nudiflora) a re  grown.

B. Coppice W ork ing  C ircle:

T h is w ork ing  circ le  com prises sal fo re st o f  p o o r q u ality .
T h e  coppice c ro p  is com posed  o f  bad ly  shaped  a n d  s tu n te d  sal 
po les fit on ly  fo r fire-w ood an d  low  class tim b er. T he m ethod  
o f  m anagem en t is to  cu t th e  tre e  asT ow  as possib le an d  to  induce 
re -g ro w th  o f  shoo ts fro m  th e  stum ps. W here th e  stock ing  is 
p o o r, sow ing  o f  sa l  seeds is re so rte d  to .

C . A fforestation W orking C ircle:

T h is w o rk in g  circle com prises m o st o f  th e  w aste  land  in  
th e  d is tric ts  o f  D in a jp u r, R a n g p u r  a n d  R ajshah i. N ew  p la n ta 
t io n  o f  v a luab le  tim b er like sal, tea k , e tc ., are being  raised over 
ex tensive  areas. Tendu  o r  th e  bid i le a f has also  been p la n ted  in 
th is  w ork ing  circle.

T h e  an n u a l w o rk in g  a re a  is la id  o u t accord ing  to  th e  p rov ision  utilisation of the 
o f  th e  w o rk in g  schem e an d  is so ld  in  au c tio n  generally  one P^duce. 
y ea r  in  advance. T h e  trees to  be felled  an d  c u t a re  all m arked  
prev ious to  th e  a u c tio n  sale. T h e  a re a  o f  fo re st in  th e  d is tric t 
is  sm all a n d  th e re  is l i t t le  ex p o rt o f  tim ber from  the  d is tric t.
M o st o f  the  fo rest p ro d u ce  is ex tracted  by th e  bu llock  carts.

T he o u t- tu rn  o f  tim ber, firew ood an d  m ino r p roduce a n d  out-turn and 
revenue a n d  ex p en d itu re  figures f ro m  1952-53 is given in  th e  and
ta b le  below . T h e  figure a re  fo r  th e  fo re s t div ision  com prising
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fo re s t area* in  the  d is tric ts  o f  R ajshahi an d  R angpur besides 
th e  forests o f  the  d istric t.

T A B L E  A 

O u t-tu rn  o f  F o re s t produce

Y ear. T im ber
in

1000 eft.

F irew ood
in

1000 eft.

V alue o f 
o th e r 

fo rest 
p roduce. 

(R upees).

1952-53 2 21 102
1953-54 29 103 1,424
1954-55 45 115 236
1955-56 50 110 898
1956-57 30 87 1,279
1957-58 74 86 687
1958-59 156 66 1,146
1959-60 195 96 1,367
1960-61 71 77 1,510
1961-62 58 133 2,356
1962-63 66 164 3,471
1963-64 65 168 2,029
1964-65 78 108 900

t a b l e  B

Revenue and expenditure excluding developm ent expenditure.

Y ear. E xpend i
R evenue ture.

(R upees.) (R upees.)

1952-53 5,588 N il.
1953-54 64,904 N il.
1954-55 90,586 14,029
1955-56 ... 1,19,122 17,585
1956-57 91,427 21,063
1957-58 ... 1,20,659 31.921
1958-59 ... 1,69,385 40,385
1959-60 68,533 77,511
1960-61 ... 2.41,368 1,50,578
1961-62 ...  2,53,512 1,78,702
1962-63 .. .  2,26,866 1,85,547
1963-64 ... 1,61.395 2,00,236
1964-65 ...  2,14,400 2,44,020
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t a b l e  c

DevelopmeDt expenditure being C ap ita l outlay.

F o re s t p lan  F o re s t roads
ta tio n s  in  a n d  bu ild - S ettlem en t,

Y ear. clud ing d ings inclu  surveys and
ten d u d in g  R am - studies.

P lan ta tio n . sag ar to u ris t 
cen tre .

(R upees.) (R upees.) (R upees.)

1952-53 ... 29,397
1953-54 60,520 • • •

1954-55 ... 55,894
1955-56 ... 69,810 1,121
1956-57 ... 79,000 14,787
1957-58 ... 1,20,013 40,644
1958-59 ... 1,28.044 18,290
1959-60 57,308 9,198
1960-61 2,21,583 1,43,267 12,175
1961-62 4,29,628 1,90,346 12,983
1962-63 ... 5,44,057 1,32,816 12,694
1963-64 ... 6,80,089 1,23,929 14,057
1964-65 6,91,497 12,536 5,711

T he a re a  o f  new  p la n ta tio n  created  every year fo r th e  forest 
d iv is ion  com prising  th e  th ree  d is tr ic ts isg iv e n in  the  ta b le  below:

t a b l e  d

P lan ta tion  from  the  creation  o f the  Division op to  lS>64-65 
in  acres.

Y ear. A rea in  acres
p la n ted  
d u rin g  th e  

year.
1954-55
1955-56
1956-57
1957-58
1958-59
1959-60
1960-61
1961-62
1962-63
1963-64
1964-65

60
81

142
410
122
230
736

1,558
2,168
1,781
2,368

plantation area.
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C H A PT E R  VI

e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n

T h e econom y o f  the  d is tric t is m ain ly  ag ric u ltu ra l. Even G e n e r a l  econo* 

am ong  th e  shop-keepers an d  a rtisan  classes, nearly  every house- 
h o ld  supp lem ent th e ir  o rd in ary  m eans o f  livelihood by cu ltiva- fe a a tu re s  o f  th e  

t in g  a  sm all p a tc h  o f  land , e ith e r by them selves o r if  sufficiently 
well off, th ro u g h  o th e rs , w ho receive a  share o f  th e  c ro p  in  
re tu rn  fo r th e ir  lab o u r. P ersons in  business, trad e , professions 
o r governm ent services fo rm  a  very  sm all p ercen tage o f  the  
popu la tio n . U n like  in  o th e r  d is tric ts  o f  th e  province, the  pres
sure o f  p o p u la tio n  o n  land  is n o t h igh . T he average size o f  
farm  a re a  is 5 ■ 5 acres an d  th e  sam e In respect o f cu ltiva ted  
a re a  is 4  9 acres ( th e  provincial average being 3 '5  acres and  
3* I acres respectively (an d  each  ag ricu ltu ra l w orker, o n  an  average, 
has 3 - 4 5  acres o f  cu ltiva ted  land  to  w ork  u p o n . (These figures 
being  second h ighest in  th e  province, th e  only d istric t w hich 
has h igher figures th a n  D in a jp u ris  K u sh tia .)

T h e  people o f  D in a jp u r in  general a re  n o t in  w ant o f  food , 
they  d o  n o t like to  m ove ou tside th e  d is tr ic t even tem porarily  
to  seek o th e r  m eans o f  livelihood. T he D in a jp u r D istric t C ensus 
R ep o rt o f  1961 observed , “ T hey are  nosta lg ic  to  a  degree an d  
unless very  h ard  pressed they do  n o t leave the ir hom es.
S easonal m ig ra tion  from  o th e r  d is tric ts , d u rin g  th e  harvest 
tim e  an d  fo r m ak in g  bricks in  the  k ilns is n o t an  uncom m on 
s ig h t. T h ere  is practically  n o  skilled lab o u r o r professional
class h e re .................. Lack o f  in itia tive appears to  be a  no ticeable
characteristics o f  the  people.”  In  1964, th e  to ta l num ber o f 
in d u stria l u n its  using  pow er w as only 63, o u t o f  over 1,800 in 
th e  en tire  province.

D in a jp u r is one o f  th e  p rincipal rice -p roducing  d istric ts  Rice-producing 
in  th e  province an d  a  la rge  p o r tio n  o f  th e  c ro p  is av a ilab le  for district, 
ex p o rt. G enera lly  speaking , a  c u ltiv a to r’s en tire  h o ld ing  is under 
rice, w ith  th e  excep tion  o f  a  sm all p a tch  aro u n d  the hom estead, 
o n  w hich h e  raises som e vegetables. T h e  c ro p  very rare ly  fails, 
an d  th e  year 1873-74 is th e  on ly  year on  record  in  w hich a 
serious fam ine occurred .

D u rin g  th e  early  years o f  the  19th cen tu ry , the  people Fxonomic condi- 
generally  w ere b o th  p o o r and  im prov iden t. T h e  only  crop  w orth  ['a]f th* V9th 
m en tio n in g  w as rice and  ow ing  to  th e  low  price o b ta in ab le  fo r century, 
th is  locally , an d  fo r  w an t o f  facilities o f  ex p o rt, th e  cu ltiva to rs , 
th o u g h  n o t lack ing  in  food , h ad  lit t le  ready  m oney  an d  co u ld  
se ldom  a fo rd  luxuries. A  la rg e  p o r tio n  o f  th e  d is tric t was 
u n d er ju n g le  a n d  the  p ro fits  to  be m ade from  ag ricu ltu re  were
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n o t sufficient to  induce th e  local cu tliv a to rs , alw ays averse to  hard  
lab o u r, to  go  to  th e  tro u b le  o f  c learing  and  b ring ing  it under 
c u ltiv a tio n . A t the  sam e tim e the  prevalen t p rac tice  o f  early 
m arriages a n d  th e ir  fondness fo r  spend ing  m oney o n  these  and  
o th e r  cerem onies, led  th e m  to  involve them selves a n d  th e ir  
descendan ts in  d eb t a n d  freq u en tly  reduced th e m  to  the  m ost 
ab jec t poverty . In  th e  course o f  th e  succeeding h a lf  cen tu ry , 
w ith  im proved  com m unications an d  th e  consequen t rise in 
th e  price o f  food-stuffs, specially  rice, th e  co n d itio n  o f  the 
people underw en t a  change fo r th e  b e tte r .

Economic condi- F rom  a n  acco u n t o f  M a jo r Sherw ill w ho w ro te  a b o u t
half oVthe^l*^h as q u o te d  in  the  las t G az e ttee r o f  th e  d is tric t (1912),
C en tu ry . we do  h av e  an  idea  a b o u t th e  econom ic an d  social co n d itio n

o f  th e  cu ltiv a to rs  in  p a rticu la r  a n d  the  people o f  th e  d is tric t 
o f  th e  tim e in  general:

“ T he social co n d itio n  o f  the  ag ric u ltu ra l classes has greatly  
im proved  o f  la te  years by the  enhanced  value o f  rice an d  all 
o th e r  ag ricu ltu ra l p roduce. T he ry o ts  a re  th e  principal gainers 
by th e  unpreceden ted  rise in  th e  price o f  g rain , by w hich, in  
m any  instances, th e ir  p ro fits  a re  m ore  th a n  dou b led . T h e  
zam indars , th e  only  p rosperous section  o f  th e  com m unity , are 
a lso  g rea t gainers, on  acco u n t o f  w aste lands an d  ju n g le s  being 
b ro u g h t u n d er cu ltiv a tio n , an d  th e  ry o ts , being  in  m ore p ros
perous circum stances, have increased facility  in  paying u p  th e ir  
ren ts . M u ta tio n s  an d  d esertions o f  ry o ts  a re  less fre q u e n t; in  
a  w ord , th e  p ro spec ts o f  all have im proved , b u t s till th e  ryo ts  
have no  p re ten sio n  to  w ealth  o r  affluence. A lth o u g h  n o t rich, 
th e  ryo ts  are m ore  in dependen t, a n d  in  easier circum stances 
th a n  th e  p easan try  o f  m o st o th e r  na tio n s, an d  a lth o u g h  o ften  
oppressed  by th e  zam indars , w ho enrich  them selves a t  the  
expense o f  the  ryots, th ey  s till have sufficient to  su p p o rt 
them selves an d  fam ilies. Few  experience th e  p angs o f  hunger, 
as o u r  ow n co u n try  m en do  in  tim es o f  d istress, o r d u rin g  
a  severe w in ter. T hey  m ay w holly ab s ta in  from  la b o u r  fo r
weeks o r even m o n th s  to g e th er, an d  s till m anage to  feed an d
clo the  them selves an d  fam ilies. T heir w an ts  a re  few an d  
easily  su p p lied ; rice, dal, sa lt, oil an d  tobacco  supp ly  th e m  all. 
T hey  suffer som ew hat from  cold a t  n ig h t in  D ecem ber, Ja n u a ry  
a n d  F eb ru ary , b u t a t  o th e r  seasons o f  the  y ear they  requ ire  
scarcely any  c lo th in g  a t  a ll.”

Economic condi- In  m ore th a n  hun d red  years w hich have e lapsed  since 
tion at present, w ritte n , th e  econom ic co n d itio n  o f  th e  peo p le  has

changed . T h e  prices o f  food-stuffs an d  o th e r  a g r ic u ltu ra l
p roduce  have con tinued  to  rise, tra d e  an d  com m erce have
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expanded , th e  w aste  lands o f  th e  d is tr ic t a re  being  b ro u g h t 
u n d er cu ltiv a tio n , sugarcane , tobacco  an d  ju te  have com e in to  
prom inence  as p ro fitab le  crops. T h e  zam indari system  has 
been  abo lished  w ith  the  te n a n ts  now  hav ing  d irect resp o n 
sib ility  o f  ow n ing  la n d s an d  increased p ro d u c tio n  is being  
reco rded . A s a  consequence o f  a ll th is , th e  num ber o f  cu lti
v a to rs  w ho have risen  from  th e  p o sitio n  o f  ry o ts  to  th a t  o f 
w e ll-to -d o  te n u re  h o lders  em ploying  h ired  lab o u r, an d  f ro m  the  
p o sitio n  o f  ag ric u ltu ra l labou rers w ork ing  fo r h ire  to  th a t  o f 
te n a n ts  w ith  h e ritab le  occupancy an d  transferab le  r ig h ts  is 
very  g rea t. T h e  ready  m oney w hich th e  cu ltiv a to r h as  a t  his 
d isp o sa l has been  o f  inestim ab le  benefit to  th e  p o o re r  classes 
such  as ag ric u ltu ra l labou re rs , m etal-w orkers, e tc ., as th e  m an 
w ho  fo rm erly  h ad  to  d o  all his w o rk  h im self an d  h a d  lit tle  
c a sh  to  sp a re  fo r luxuries, can  now  afford to  em ploy  lab o u re rs  
to  d o  a  p o r tio n  a t  least o f  h is w o rk  fo r  him , an d  to  su b s
t i tu te  iro n  an d  b rass  u tensils  fo r th e  hom ely  ea rth en  ones he 
fo rm erly  used.

A  sign ifican t fea tu re  o f  D ina jpu r ru ra l life d u rin g  th e  few Inequal economic 
decades before Independence an d  also  few years afte rw ards ro^^l*fanIiijes*of 
w as th e  g rea t in eq u a lity  in  econom ic s ta tu s  an d  s ta n d a rd  o f  Dlnalpor. 
liv ing  o f  d iffe ren t ru ra l fam ilies. Besides b ig  zam indars, th e re  
w ere in  existence, fam ilies o f  su b stan tia l cu ltiva to rs , b e tte r  know n 
as  jo ted a rs  w ho  used to  h o ld  several hundreds o r even 
th o u sa n d s  o f  acres o f  land  in  th e ir  ow n possession. T his 
c lass co n s titu ted  a  ru ra l aristocracy  w hich used  to  cu ltiva te 
th e ir  la n d s  by  em ploy ing  lab o u re rs  or “ adh iars” , o n  a  la rg e  
scale. Som e o f  th e m  used  to  keep e lep h an ts  as a  m a rk  o f 
p restige . T h e  young  m em bers o f  th e  fam ily ob ta in ed  university  
ed u ca tio n , jo in e d  the  b ar o r to o k  o th e r  profession an d  m a in 
ta ined  a  ho u se  a t  th e  tow n . Schools, m ad rassas  an d  d ispen
saries w ere su p p o rted  by m any  o f  these fam ilies. T hey  were 
also  th e  financiers o f  th e  coun tryside  an d  used to  m ark e t m uch 
o f  th e  ag ric u ltu ra l su rp lu s  o f  th e  d istric t.

N o t  q u ite  rich , b u t w ork ing  on  a  sm aller scale w ere the  
cu ltiv a to rs  w ho used to  h o ld  100 acres o r m ore  o f  land.
E conom ically  an d  socially  th is  class o f  people w as a  s tep  
low er th a n  th e  jo ted a r  fam ilies. In  th e  F in a l R e p o rt on the  
S urvey  a n d  S ettlem en t O p era tio n s o f  th e  d is tric t (1934-40),
M r. P .O . Bell com m en ted , “ I f  m en o f th is  class c a n n o t rise 

to  sending  th e ir  sons to  U niversity , they  w ill p robab ly  have sent 
th e m  fo r a  tim e, to  a  h igh  school w hence they  w ill re tu rn  
to  keep acco u n ts  and  lo o k  afte r the  fam ily paddy  business; 
o r  possib ly  to  d o  som e teach ing  in th e  village.”
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T h e  e f f e c t s  o f  A fte r th e  im p lem en ta tio n  o f  th e  prov isions o f  th e  E ast
t h e  S t a t e  A^ui- BeQg^ S ta te  A cqu is ition  and  T enancy  A c t, 1950; the  jo te -  
s i t i o n  A c t ,  1 9 5 0  ,  ^  ,  ,  •  ,  ,  •  r  j  i .  j
o n  t h e  A g r i c u l -  darst  th e  su b stan tia l c u ltiv a to r  fam ilies an d  th e  zam indars
r™* of*t* m ore in  existence in  th e  d is tric t since 1956. Before
district, w hole-sale acqu isition  o f  esta tes, there existed  no  sm all p ro 

p rie to r in  th e  d is tric t w ho used  to  ow n, occupy  a n d  cu ltiv a te
th e ir  land  them selves, w ith o u t e ith e r a  zam indar o r  superior
land lo rd  o f  any  so rt above them . T his now  is th e  exception  
ra th e r  than  ru le  in  the  present day  s itu a tio n . T he ag ricu ltu ra l 
class now  consists o f la rg e  num ber o f  cu ltiv a to rs , hav ing  
heritab le  occupancy  an d  transferab le  rig h ts  over th e  land  they 
possess.

Economic condi- B efore Independence, th e  adhiars  form ed a  d istinct econom ic
class an d  th e  system  o f  adhi  w as m o st significant in  th e  field o f

B o h i f l r s  ^  & cldss • 1 ^ ^ *  d i i t t *
of agriculturist, ag ricu ltu ra l p roduction . T he adhiars  were classed as snare 

cu ltiv a to rs” , w ith  com m on labours an d  “ low  artificers” , such as 
b ask e t m akers and  w asherm en am ong  th e  p o o res t class o f  ru ra l 
society. T h e  adhiars  w ere m en w ho h ad  one o r tw o p loughs 
w hich they  w orked  them selves. I f  they cou ld  w ork  m ore land , 
they  to o k  m ore on  adhi  a n d  for six m on ths in  th e  year they., 
to g e th er w ith  the  sm all rayats  w ere financed by th e  b ig  cu lti
vato rs by advances in  cash  an d  grain. T h e  im p o rtan ce  o f  the 
adhiars  can  be realised from  the  fac t th a t  a  q u a r te r  o f  the  
cu ltiv a ted  a re a  o f  the  so u th  an d  w est o f the  d is tr ic t w as cu lti
v a ted  th ro u g h  ihe  adhiars.  T h e ro o t idea co m m o n  to  all adhi 
a rran g em en ts  w as th a t  the  adhiar  to o k  h a lf  th e  c ro p  fo r su p p ly 
ing  a ll th e  la b o u r  o f  cu ltiv a tio n . A lm ost alw ays th e  adhiars 
supp lied  th e  p lo u g h  an d  ca ttle . T here  w ere v aria tio n s accord ing  
to  w hether th e  adhiar  o r the  jo tedar  supplied  seeds o r raanure- 
Som etim es the  lan d h o ld er w ou ld  supp ly  a ll the  seeds and  to o k  
back  equ iva len t w eight, perhaps w ith  50 per cent, in te res t before 
the  g ra in  w as divided. N orm ally , s traw  is d iv ided in  e q u a l 
p ro p o rtio n s  b u t if  the  adhiar  supplied  m an u re  he m ig h t take  
all the  s traw  in lieu o f supply ing  all th e  m anure . M ost adh'ars 
were m en w ith  p lough  and  ca ttle  and  a  lit tle  land  in  tenancy  
r ig h t. Som e h a d  to  borrow  from  th e ir  jo tedars  to  buy  ca ttle , 
an d  repay  p ro b ab ly  in  g ra in  a fte r the  h a rv e s t; an d  occasionally  
th e  jo tedars  supplied  the  adhiars  w ith  ca ttle , w hich w ere, how ever, 
k ep t in  th e  cus tody  o f  the  adhiar,  an d  fed an d  m ain ta ined  by 
th e  adhiar.

A ccord ing  to  a n  es tim ate , as con tained  in  the  F in a l R epo rt 
on  th e  Survey an d  S ettlem en t O p era tio n s o f  the  d is tric t (1934- 
40), fou r-fifths o f  th e  adhiars  used  to  ho ld  less land  th a n  w as 
necessary  to  m a in ta in  a  fam ily  an d  h a d  to  ta k e  adhi  la n d  in  
a d d itio n . A s m any  as 103 w ere show n as hav ing  over 10 acres.

1
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O ne p u rp o se  o f  th e  system  was th a t ,  m an y  p eo p le  w ere en 
ab led  to  give la n d  in  adhi, because th e y  w ere incapab le  th ro u g h  
w idow hood, m ino rity , o r o ld  ag e  a n d  sickness, fro m  cu ltiv a tin g  
them selves a n d  superv ising  th e  w orks o f  th e  labou re rs . I t  has 
also  been  observed  th a t m o s t land  was g iven  to  adhiars because 
th e  rayat o r jo ted a r  h a d  g o t m ore la n d  th a n  he cou ld  cu ltiv a te  
h im self, even i f  h e  a n d  h is fam ily  w orked  fu ll tim e  o n  th e  lan d .
B ut i t  w as in  evidence th a t  m o st jo tedars  o f  cu ltiv a tin g  stock  
p referred  to  cu ltiv a te  by th e ir  ow n p loughs, o r by h ired  la b o u r
ers, an d  gave la n d  in  adhi because they  h ad  n o  tim e to  super
vise th e  w o rk  o n  all th e ir  lands. H erein  lies th e  d is tin c tio n  o f 
th e  adhiars to  lab o u re rs , fo r  w hich th e  system  gained  som e 
p opu la rity . A ctu a lly  th e  p o o r  soil w as being  cu ltiva ted  by  the  
adhiars, an d  i t  w as th o u g h t b e t te r  to  ge t h a lf  o f  an y th in g  th a n  
to  loose m oney  o n  pay ing  fo r  lab o u re rs . T h e  non -resid en t o r 
n o n -ag ricu ltu ra l m a n  w ho h ad  land , p referred  to  cu ltiva te  th ro u g h  
adhiars. I t  is sa id , *'Adhi is m ore  su ited  for g en tlem en .”

T he adhiars b e in g  m ostly  p o o r  v illagers, hav ing  n o  cap ita l 
an d  land  o f  the ir ow n, cou ld  ea rn  som eth ing  fro m  th e  la n d  o f 
th e  jo tedars  w ith  th e  finance they  supplied . B ut the  m ost 
u n h ap p y  econom ic fac t w as th a t,  the  adhiars being m ostly  p ea
san ts, w ho used  to  cu ltiva te  th e  land  fo r th e ir  fam ily subsistence, 
using  th e ir  ow n p lo u g h  an d  ca ttle , w ere in  p recarious econom ic 
co n d itio n  w ith o u t hav ing  any  tenancy  rights.

A  fa rm e r’s living house o r h u t is co n stru c ted  som etim es on  a  L iriD g  pattern 
ra ised  e a rth en  p lin th  an d  som etim es on  th e  g round , w ith  agricolturist»; 
w ooden  o r  b am b o o  p o sts , bam boo  m at w alls, and  a  th a tc h e d  
roo fs , tin -ro o fed  houses a re  few a n d  far betw een . Such p a r t i
tio n s  as th e re  m ay be inside, a re  o f  b am b o o  m a ttin g  an d  th e  
ra fte rs  an d  crosspieces are generally  o f  bam boo . T h e  cook 
house a n d  o th e r  o u t-houses  a re  g rouped  a b o u t th e  liv ing  house, 
to  fo rm  a  h o m estead  a n d  in  m any  cases th e  in n e r prem ises are 
su rrounded  w ith  a  h ig h  fence o f  sp lit bam b o o . O ccasionally  
a  w ell-to-do c u ltiv a to r  has a  m ore p re ten tio u s dw elling  w ith  
c o rru g a te d  iro n  r o o f  an d  m ud  p laste red  walls, an d  m erchan ts 
and  mahajans com m only  have houses o f  th is k ind . T h is  des
crip tio n  o f  c u ltiv a to rs’ h u ts  ind icates the  sim ple liv ing w hich 
th e ir  incom e afford . T h e  landow ners m o stly  live in  o ld-fash ion
ed  bu ild ings su rrounded  by th e  h u ts  o f  th e ir  reta iners.

T he househo ld  articles in  the  o rd inary  cu ltiva to r’s house purnitvres. 
consist o f  som e b rass utensils, such  as p la tes , cups, p o ts , som e 
sleep ing  m a ts  a n d  coarse q u ilts  an d  som e ea rth en  cook ing  
vessels. T h e  p o o re r  so rts  sleep on  the g ro u n d  an d  th e  m ore 
affluent o n  bam boo  m achans, o r  charpoys. fn the  bazars.
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enam elled  iro n  is rap id ly  ta k in g  the p lace o f b rass  fo r p la tes  and  
d rink ing  vessels, being  cheaper an d  cleaner th o u g h  n o t so 
d u rab le . T h e  u b iq u ito u s kcrosinc oil tin  is p u t  to  varie ty  o f  
uses, ch ief am ong  w hich is ca rry ing  o r s to rin g  w ate r. Every  
b e t te r  class house is p rov ided  w ith  a  baithakkhana  (d raw ing 
room ) in  w hich the  m aste r o f  th e  house e n te rta in s  v isito rs, 
fu rn ished  w ith  m a ts  and  low  w ooden  s to o ls , an d  p e rh ap s a 
chair o r tw o ; a n d  m any o f  th e  la n d h o ld ers  have b e t te r  fu rn itu re  
and  they  use tab les , cha irs, beds, dressing ta b le s , etc .

Dief. T he d iet o f  all classes o f  th e  peop le  is th e  sam e, w ith  the
exception  th a t a  w ell-to-do shop-keeper o r  p ro sperous cu ltiv a to r 
has a  g rea te r varie ty  a t a  single m eal th a n  a  p o o r  p ea sa n t o r
lab o u r Th<» s r a p u  artiHf* o f  o f  rn iirgfj ic rirj> h u t n f
la te  w heat is a lso  gain ing  p o p u la rity  an d  different p rep a ra tio n s  
o f  th is  fo o dg ra in  is taken  specially by  the  u rb an  p o p u la tio n  
w ith  g rea t relish. T he rice is usua lly  ta k e n  in  bo iled  form  
w ith  fish, pu lse  (dal), vegetab les, m eal an d  m ilk  accord ing  
to  ta s te  an d  purse o f  th e  cu ltiv a to r. B u t fried  rice (chira, 
and  muH,  locally  called  ‘Ja lp a n ’) is ta k en  by a lm o st everybody 
as b reakfast w ith  o r w ith o u t tea . T he leaves o f  the  ju te
p la n t a re  also  com m only  used as vegetab les. T h e  low  caste  
H indus an d  S an tha ls som etim es keep  an d  ea t p igs. M u sta rd  
oil is in  general use fo r cook ing . Sw eetm eats m ade o f  sugar 
and  ghee an d  m ilk  in  various fo rm s such as cu rds are 
consum ed  by  w ell-to -do  farm ers and  m erchan ts . F resh  fish 
is n o t everyw here ava ilab le  an d  th e re  is n o  g rea t co n su m p tio n  
o f  d ried  fish.

Dress. A.n o rd inary  farm er’s dress is sim ple an d  inexpensive. He
generally  w ears a  h n g i  an d  a  gam cha  is w arpped over hi* 
head w hile he w o rk s ; he w ears a  genji  and  the gam cha  is 
tied  a ro u n d  his abdom en  w hile a t  leisure.

Change in the ^  percep tib le  change in  th e  livelihood p a tte rn  o f  th e  cu lti- 
traditional vato rs is observed in recen t years. W ith  th e  ch an g e  in  the
orth™ ^icDJ-"^ trad itio n a l p a tte rn  o f living, th e  needs o f  the  ag ricu liu risi*
tMrists. have changed  an d  dem ands have increased. Besides th e  co»t

o f  cu ltiv a tio n , they  now  have to  p rov ide fo r ed u ca tio n a l ex
penses o f  th e ir  children . D u rin g  th e  period  before Independence, 
i t  w as n o t com m on fo r the ch ildren  from  c u ltiv a to rs’ fam ily  to  
leave th e ir  hom es fo r h igher education . T he o u tlo o k  an d  p h ilo 
sophy o f  life o f  th e  cu ltiv a to rs  is und erg o in g  a  change. T hey  
are  now  finding th e  advan tages o f  h a rd  w ork, h ig h e r  earn ing  
and  are g iv ing up  th e  belief th a t fa te  determ ines the ir econom ic 
condition .
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T h e tillers o f  th e  soil o f  the  d is tric t a re  now  b e tte r  o ff Faciijties. th® 

because o f  (i) tb e  d isappearance o f  Xh^jotedars  an d  zam indars 
an d  e s tab lish m en t o f  a  d irec t re la tio n sh ip  betw een the  themselT®® of, 
te n a n ts  an d  th e  s ta te , (ii) a  b e t te r  supp ly  o f  ru ra l cred it since 
es tab lish m e n t o f  th e  b ranches o f  A g ricu ltu ra l D evelopm ent 
B ank  o f  B angladesh in  th e  d istric t, (iii) the  re la tive ly  h ig h e r price 
o f  a g r ic u ltu ra l p roduce  in  recen t years, (iv) th e  facilities being 
p rov ided  by th e  A g ricu ltu ra l D evelopm ent C o rp o ra tio n  in  the 
fo rm  o f  m o d ern  im plem ents, cheap  fertilizers, b e tte r  seeds an d  
p lan ts , techn ical gu idance, e tc ., (v) th e  facilities o f  b e tte r  irri
gation , flood c o n tro l, d ra in ag e  an d  e lec tric ity  being  p rovided  by 
th e  B angladesh  W a te r  a n d  P ow er D evelopm ent A u th o rity , 
an d  (vi) p rov ision  o f  b e tte r  ro ad s  and  tra n sp o rt help ing  m ar
ke tin g  o f  ag ric u ltu ra l p roduce.

I n  recen t years, in tro d u c tio n  o f  trac to rs  a n d  large scale Large scale 
fa rm in g  has been s ta rte d  in  a  few cases by the  b ig  lan d  owners.
B y 1961, th e  n u m b er o f  ru ra l d em o n stra tio n  farm s increased 
u p  to  191, n u m b er o f  ru ra l d em o n stra tio n  p lo t w ere 1,910, 
nu m b er o f  irrig a tio n  pum ps used  w ere 110, p la n t p ro tec tio n  
m easures have also  been increased to  th e  ex ten t th a t  th e re  were 
392 p la n t p ro te c tio n  eq u ip m en ts  o f  various types in  th e  d is t r ic t .

D u rin g  th e  p e rio d  from  1934-40, enquiries w ere conducted  Size of agrjcai- 

in  a  n u m b er o f  villages, each year, regard ing  the am o u n t o f  J?s.aU|s^econo- 
land  held in  tenancy  r ig h t in  the  khas  possession o f  fam ilies, mic condition of 
L an d  cu ltiva ted  th ro u g h  ahdiars  w as show n in  th e  ow nership  the 
o f  th e  fam ily  th a t le t o u t th e  land  to  th e  ahdiars.
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T ke in fo rm atio n  is g iven in  T ab le  1 as fo llow s:

Ch. VI

•TABLE

Holdings over 10 acres. H oldings 5— 10 acres.

Y ear.

1

N um ber 
o f  selected 

villages.

2

No. of 
families 
in the 
group.

3

N o. of 
persons in 

all th e  
families.

4

T otal land 
owned by 

the 
families 

in acres.

5

N o. of 
families 
in  the 
group.

6

N o. o f 
persons in 

all the 
families.

7

T o ta lland  
owned by 

th e  
families 
in group.

8

1935 11 66 629 1,505-66
(1)

1,257-84

(2)

52 527 346-09

1936 13 60 671 74 504 335-38

1937 18 74 702 2,117-02
(3)

92 564 663-28

1938 15 72 538 1,459-90 83 529 592-73

(1) Includes two families with 34 persons

(2) Includes four families with 95 persons

(3) Includes one family with S persons

(•Source; F inal R eport on  the Sun'cy and 
Settlement operations in the district of 
D inajpur. 1934-40.)
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1.

Holding 1—5 acres. Holdings under 1 acre. Total.

N o. of 
families 

in the 
group.

No. of 
persons 

in all 
the 

families.

T o ta l 
land 

owned 
by the 

families 
in acres.

N o. of 
families 

in the 
group.

N o. o f 
persons 
in all the 
families.

T otal land 
owned by 

the 
families 
in acres.

No- of 
families 
in the 
group.

N o. of 
persons 
in the 

families.

Total land 
owned by 

the 
families, 
in acres.

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

126 650 339-70 75 324 20-11 319 1,930 2,211-56

151 772 459-72 46 187 10-34 330 2,134 2,263-28

156 830 428-00 152 787 40-96 474 2,883 3,249-26

148 696 4 1 7 1 0 134 618 33 01 437 2,381 2,502-74

holding 241-95 acres, 

holding 805-61 acres, 

bolding 108-86 acres.
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T he la n d  inc luded  a ll land  ow ned by  th e  fam ily in  w hatever 
village. F o r  com parison , th e  fo llow ing  tab le  (T ab le  2) is 
p resen ted . T h e  la tte r  in fo rm atio n  was o b ta in ed  by a n  officer 
w ho m ade som e special enqu iries fo r th e  L an d  R evenue C om 
m ission d u rin g  th e  sam e period . In  five villages h e  ob ta in ed  
th e  follow ing resu lts:

T A B L E  2

Size o f ho ld ings.
N u m b er o f  T o ta l land  

N u m b er o f  persons in  ow ned by the 
fam ilies. a ll th e  fam ilies in  

fam ilies. acres.

O ver 10 acres 46 458 1,062' 26
5— 10 acres... 71 441 474-26
1— 5 acres ... 184 974 469-30
U n d er 1 acre 101 414 53-03
N o  ra iy a ti land 25 117

T o ta l 427 2,404 2.058-65

In  these  enquiries, how ever, th e  area  w as o f  ra iya ti la n d  
a lo n e ; b u t as very few peop le  here h e ld  as u n d er r a y a ts ,  th e  
resu lt was n o t very d ifferent. A m ong  th ese  fam ilies th e re  
w as m ore c o n c en tra tio n  o f  lan d  in  th e  han d s o f  a  sm aller 
n u m b er o f  ind iv iduals re la tive  to  T ab le  N o . 1. G rad u a lly , a  
class is em erg ing  th a t  has to  have som e source  o f  incom e 
o th e r  th a n  th e ir  lands. F ig u res  o f  T ab le  N o . 2 w ere, how ever, 
overw eigh ted  by one village, w here th e re  w ere a n  u ndu ly  
la rg e  n u m b er o f  m en w ho w ere labourers .

T he follow ing in fo rm atio n  is p resen ted  for th e  d is tr ic t fro m  
The Agricultural th e  A g ricu ltu ra l C ensus (I960).
Census of 1960.

t a b l e  3*

T o ta l T o ta l T o ta l
Size o f  farm s. n u m b er o f farm  area cu ltiva ted

farm s. (acres.) a re a  (acres).

U n d er 1 acre 12,050 5,767 4,755
1 to  u n d er 5 acres 1,14,590 3,42,370 3,10,377
5 to  u n d er 12-5 acres ... 77,450 5,66,184 5,01,306
12*5 to  u n d er 25 acres 14,910 2,40,104 2,05,113
25 to  u n d er 40 acres ... 1,790 52,769 42,331
40  acres and  over 320 18,196 11,936

T o ta l o f  th e  d istric t 2,21,110 12,25,390 10.75,818

tSou''ce; ‘Final Report on the Survey and Settlement Operation in 
the dist ict o f Dinajpur, (1934-40.)’

•T hji table has been conslrutcd by adding up figures on  identical head 
ofjfem» as avaiablc in the “ Pakistan Census on Agr,culture, 196Q{vol. 1., 
East Pdkisian.)”
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T A B L E  4 ‘

113

T en an t-o p era ted  a re a  (acres).

Size o f  farm s. 

1

T otal
area .

2

O w ner
operated

area .
3

T o ta l.

4

R ented .

5

Share
cropping .

6

U n d e r  I acre 5.767 4,184 1.583 100 1.483

1 to  under 5 acres 3,42,370 2,03,825 1,38.545 3,475 1,35,070

5  to  u n d er 12-5 acres 5,66,184 4,28,294 1,37,890 5,428 1,32,462

12*5 to  under 25 acres 2,40,104 2.10,923 29.181 1,659 27,522

2 5  to  40 acres 52.769 50.279 2.490 180 2,310

40  acres an d  over 18,196

T A B L E  5*

O w ner-farm s.

Size o f  farm s. 

1

T otal 
n u m b er o f  

farm s.
2

Tenant-cw/H- 
ow ner farm s.

 A__

T en an t fa rm s.

T o ta l A rea T o ta l A rea T o ta l A rea 
num ber, (acres.) num ber. (acre.s.) n u m b er, (acres.) 

3 4  5 6 7 8

U n d er 1 acre 12,050 7,960 3,602 2,590 1,464 1,500 701

1 to  u n d er 5 acres 1,14,590 37,710 1.09,632 64,010 1,97,821 12,870 34,917

5  to  under 12-5 77,450 35,920 2,71,735 38,540 2,75,016 2,990 19,433
acres.

12*5 to  u n d e r 25 14,910 9,960 1,63,004 4,800 74,673 150 2,427
acres.

25  to  u n d er 40 1,790 1,550 54,882 240 6,887
acres.

4 0  acres and  o v er 320 320 18.176

T o ta l . .  2,21,110 93.420 6,12,051 1,10,180 5,55,861 17,510 57,478

•These tables have been constructed by adding up  figures on identical head o f items. 
S o u rc e '■ “ Pakistan Census o f Agrfcullure, i960 (Vol. I, East Pakistan).”
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T he to ta l  num ber o f  ag ricu ltu ra l ho ld in g s iu  th e  d is tric t 
a re  2,43,540 w hich is 4 %  o f  th e  to ta l  a g r ic u ltu ra l h o ld in g t 
in  the  province w hich nu m b ers  64,64,400. O u t o f  th e  to ta l 
ag ric u ltu ra l ho ld ings in  the  d is tric t 2,21.110 are  farm s and  
22,430 are  livestock  ho ld ings.

T here  a re  a  large num ber o f  b igger-sized farm s in  the 
d is tric t, w h ich  suggests th e  possib ility  o f  in tro d u c in g  large-scale 
fa rm in g  in  th e  d is tric t.

O u t o f  th e  to ta l  ag ricu ltu ra l acreage o f  12,64,267 in  th e  
d is tric t, th e  cu ltu ra b le  area  is 11,14,695 acres o f  w hich  38,877 
acres a re  c u ltu rab le  w aste  an d  10,75,818 acres a re  cu ltiv a ted  
area  o f  w hich th e  n e t sow n area  is 10,38,319 acres an d  area  
u nder cu rren t fallow  is 37,499 acres.

O f th e  to ta l uncu ltiva ted  area  o f  1,49,572 acres, fo rest area  
is 46,078 acres, th e  area  constitu ting  cu ltu rab le  w aste is 38,877 
acres an d  uncu ltu rab le  area  is 64,617 acres. A t  p resen t th e  
to ta l c ro p p ed  a re a  in  the  d is tric t is 13,23,314 acres.

The p ro b le m s  o f  D u rin g  th e  years from  1934-40, enquiries in to  th e  econom ic- 
rural indebted- fac ts  o f  th e  countryside revealed th e  follow ing in fo rm atio n  o n  
ness and credit, indebtedness in  th e  d is tric t: (1) Indebtedness w as m ost

acu te am ong  th e  m odera te  sized cu ltivators, less am ong  th e  b ig  
cu ltiva to rs w ho were m ore often  m oney-lenders; an d  rarest 

‘am ong  th e  po o rest people, th e  adhiars and  lab o u re rs  w ith 
little  o r  no  perm an en t righ ts  in  la n d ; (2) M o st o f  th e
bo rrow ing  w as done before th e  b rea k  in  prices in  1931 o r  a t
th e  beginn ing  o f  th e  slum p a n d  (3) th a t th e  m oney-lenders
w ere in  m o st cases th e  richer cultivators o r  jo tedars. T he
in fo rm atio n  ob ta ined  from  the  F in a l R e p o rt o n  th e  Survey 
an d  Settlem ent operations in  th e  d is tric t (1934-40) is given in  
the  fo llow ing  ta b le :

TABLE 6*

Frequency o f Debt.

Indebted. Free o f D ebt. Percentage of 
families.

Percentage of 
persons.

1

Fami
lies.

2

P er
sons.

3

Fami
lies.

4

Per
sons.

5

In
debted.

6

F ree  of 
debt. 

7

In 
debted.

8

Free of 
debt. 

9

1935 ... 154 1,067 165 863 48 52 55 45
1936 ... 224 1,631 257 1,461 47 53 53 47
1937 ... 160 1,029 160 851 50 50 55 45
1938 ... 182 1,132 255 1,249 42 58 48 52

•Source : ‘F inal Report on the Survey and Settlement Operations in the distrct o f  
D inajpur (1934-40,)’
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TABLE 7*

Nominal present value and incidence of debt per family, per bead.

115

U nder enquiry. Indebted. Present Ave- Ave-
nominal rage rage

Y ear. ,---------------------—  ̂ value debt debt
of debt. per per

Fami- Per- Fami- Per- family, head,
lies. sons. lies. sons.

Ave- Ave
rage rage 
debt debt 
per per 

indeb ' head of 
ted  indebted 

family, family.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.

1935 319 1,930 154 1,067 37,831 119 19-10 246 35-70

1936 481 3,024 224 1,631 45,535 95 15-10 203 27-15

1937 320 1,880 160 1,029 23,297 101 17-00 202 31-60

1938 437 2,381 182 1,132 20,924 48 8-13 115 18-80

T he m oney-lenders used to advance loans a t  th e annual
in te rest ra te s  o f  24 p er cen t., 25 per cent, o r  37^ p er cent, per 
ann u m , b u t they never expected to  o b ta in  paym ent o f  in terest 
an d  th e  principal a t  these high ra tes, because o f  poverty  o f  
farm ers. T he figures in  th e  above tab les reveal th a t ab o u t 
h a lf  th e  p o p u la tio n  was indebted .

T h e  follow ing tab le  ind icates th e  various causes fo r  which Causes of rural 
people used  to  bo rrow  in  th e  d istric t d u ring  th e  period  (1934-40) > e e e- .

T A B L E  8*

Causes o f  debt.

In  respect o f  liability  o f  Rs,36,032 in  1935 o f  154 families
consisting o f  1,067 m em bers:

Rs.
M arriage 13,173

T o  pay  ren t 6,274

T o  buy  cattle 4,831

T rad e  o r  business 4,236

F o o d  o r dom estic  purposes 2,232

F uneral 1,936

T o  buy  land 1,842

Illness . . 1,147

(1934-40)’.
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In  respect o f  sum  borrow ed o f  R s .36,518 in 1936 by 224 
families consisting o f  a to ta l o f  1,631 m em bers:

N u m b er o f  Sum  
L oans. borrow ed.

T o  buy land 30
Rs.

10,477

F o r  m arriage 92 10,371

Business an d  T rade 7 3,190

C u ltiva tion  a n d  cattle 48 2,214

F o o d , C lo th ing  an d  dom estic 53 2,155

T o  pay o ff old deb ts 14 1,874

T o  pay  ren t 28 1,701

Illness . . 4 1,593

Litigation 8 l,4 4 f

E ducation 2 772

F uneral 6 722

In  respect o f  sum  borrow ed o f 
fam ilies consisting  o f  1,029 m em bers

Rs.27,236 in 1937 by 160 

Rs.

M arriage 7,919

F o o d  an d  m ain tenance 7,131

A gricu ltu re and ca ttle 6,358

B uilding houses ... 2,312

Business 1,504

T o  pay ren t L232

T o  buy land . . . 330

F uneral 250

L itigation 150

ailncss . . . 50
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In  respect o f  sum  horrow ed  o f  Rs.15,618 in  1938 by 182 
fam ilies consisting  o f  1 ,132m em bers:

T ransaction . Value.

R s .

M arriage 73 8,134

F o o d  an d  dom estic 126 2,562

T o  buy  p lo u g h  an d  ca ttle 46 1,868

Business 8 929

L itigation 2 850

T o  pay o ld  d eb ts  ... 8 451

T o  b u y  land 7 395

T o  pay re n t 6 284

A gricu ltu re  and  cu ltiva tion  ... 6 !44

M arriage w as ev idently  th e  cause o f  the  la rg est am o u n t o f
b orrow ing . A m o n g  cu ltiva to rs , b o th  M uslim s and  “ Rajbangshi,** 
th e  m arriage  o f  a  son  occasioned m uch  m ore expend itu re  than  
th e  m arriag e  o f  a  d a u g h te r , and  i t  seem s to  be en tire ly  luxury 
expend itu re , in  th e  sense th a t m oney  spen t on  m arriage  w ent 
n o t in  a  dow ry, o r  “ se ttin g  u p  h o m e ,”  b u t in  en te rta in in g  
ne ighbours w ith  feasts an d  firew orks. T h e  co u n try  fo lk  
them selves, how ever, realised  th a t such  ex p en d itu re  w as c rea tin g  
an  im possib le s itu a tio n  an d  th e  caste  panchayats  fixed a  lim it 
f o r  m arriag e  exp en d itu re . T h e  m arriag e  o f  a  son o f  a  m ode
ra te  sized “ R a jb an g sh i”  cu ltiv a to r  w hich used to  cost R s. 100, 
in  th e  ea rly  1930’s w ould  in  1940 be ce leb ra ted  a t  th e  co s t o f  
R s . 25. P u rchase  o f  ca ttle  a lso  occupied  a  h ig h  place every year 
in  th e  cause o f  indebtedness.

M any peop le  bo rrow ed  fo r  “ F o o d  o r  dom estic  purposes” , o ther causes of
Som e fam ilies w ere used to  a  ce rta in  s ta n d a rd  o f  liv ing an d  w hen »ndebted-
fo r  any  reason  th e y  w ere sh o rt o f  m oney o r  incu rred  unusual 
e x p e n jitu re , they  h ad  to  reso rt to  bo rrow ing  w hich form ed 
a lm o s t a  h ab it.
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Characteristics 
o f c re iit ‘ derhi ’ 
system.

Repayment,

In 1937-38, som e special enqu iries w ere m ade  in to  the  

o p e ra tio n  o f  the  derhi system , a  type o f  cred it in  k in d  by 

w hich the  p o o re r  cu ltiva to rs , adhiars a n d  lab o u re rs  w ere helped 

over the difficult period  o f  th e  year. T he enquiries m ade 

in  15 villages d is trib u ted  in  over five th a n as  o f  th e  w est o f  the  

d is tric t revealed th a t 156 fam ilies had  ta k e n  derhi lo ans in 

g ra in , o u t o f  a  to ta l o f  504 fam ilies, so som e 30 p er cen t, o f  the  
fam ilies ob ta in ed  assistance in  th is  way. A dh iars figured 

largely  am o n g  the  borrow ers, an d  42 per cen t, o f  th e  indeb ted  

fam ilies held  m ore land  in  th a n  in  tenancy  r ig h t. In  all, 
29  p e r c e n t,  o f  th e  indeb ted  fam ilies held less than  an  ac re  in  

tenancy  r ig h t. These 156 fam ilies bo rrow ed  825 raau n d s  o f  

paddy  in  th e  year 1937 s tip u la tin g  to  repay  1,280 m aunds. 

A ctu a lly  668 m aunds h ad  been repaid  w hen fu rth e r  enquiries 

w ere m ade in  the  sp ring  o f  1938, an d  the  a m o u n t m ig h t have 
been m ore i f  th e  repaym ent enquiries in  one th a n a  h a d  n o t 

been m ade as early  as Jan u ary . A  sm all a m o u n t w as b o rrow ed  

a s  ea rly  as A pril, 1937, b u t the  m o n th  o f  g rea test b o rrow ing  

w as Asharh, a f te r  w hich bo rrow ing  g rad u a lly  declined. M agh  

an d  Phalgun were the m on ths generally  s tipu la ted  fo r repaym ent. 
T he 156 fam ilies w ere in d eb ted  to  99 d iffe ren t c red ito rs , for 
w hom  all except th ree w ere described as jo fe d a rj o r cu ltiva to rs . 

A lm o st a  th ird  o f  the fam ilies in  these fifteen  v illages were 

found  to  be borrow ing  grain  in 1937.

A s th e  nam e im plies, th e  norm al s tip u la tio n  w as th a t 14 
m aunds shou ld  b e  repaid  fo r every raaund  borrow ed , b u t som e
tim es l i  w as ac tua lly  rep a id ; and  very occasionally  d o u b le  was 
dem anded . These ru ra l lenders did n o t seem  very rapacious, 
fo r considerable sum s w ere allow ed to  ru n  from  one year to  
an o th er. R epaym ents w ith in  th e  year varied g rea tly  in d iffe ren t 
villages. P ro b ab ly  there was a  certain  elem en t o f  charity  in 
these  grain  loans. T hey  were taken  prim arily  n o t to  pay fo r 
ag ricu ltu ra l opera tions, b u t to  p rov ide subsistence fo r the  
bo rrow er, w ho w ithou t the  g rain  m ight have to  go hungry- 
T h ere  w as e lasticity  ab o u t repaym ent, and  the  system  m ig h t be 
regarded  n o t so m uch as “ ru ra l credit*' b u t as a form  o f  poo r 
relief by loan .

Rural M ore recen t p ic ture o f  th e  extent and  n a tu re  o f  ru ra lin d e b -
tedness in th e  d is tric t has been revealed by the  A gricu ltu ra l 
Cemu.s o f  1960. O u t o f  the  to ta l o f  2,21,110 farm s, 92,000
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Institutional 
credit for 
a g r i^ tu re :

A.D.B.B.

T he m ajo r source o f  in stitu tional c red it fo r  agriculturaU 
purpose in th e  d is tric t now  is th e  A gricu ltu ra l D evelopm ent 
Bank o f  B angladesh. T he first b ran ch  office o f  th e  bank  was 
established in th e  d istric t headquarte rs  in  1958 an d  la te r a n -  
o ther b ran c h  office was opened  u p  a t T h ak u rg ao n . T hese offices 
supply  cred it to  th o se  ag ricu ltu rists  o f  th e  d is tric t w ho need 
i t  and  th e  ra te  o f  in te rest now  charged is 7 p e r cen t. By 1967 
an  am o u n t o f  R s .1,02,88,950 was supplied  to  the  cu ltiva to rs as 
lo an , o u t o f  w hich R s .28,61,120 was sho rt-te rm  loan . This 
type o f  loan  was advanced to  the  cu ltiva to rs fo r the  p u rp o se  o f  
buying  fertilizer, seeds, etc. and  fo r  sugarcane cu ltiva tion . T h is  
type o f  loan  increased fro m  R s.4,00,000 in  1962-63 to  R s .15,GO,000 
in  1966-67. T he to ta l am o u n t supplied  as m ed ium -term  loan  
was Rs.74,27,830. A gricu ltu ra l too ls and  im plem ents were 
a lso  supplied  to  the in tend ing  purchasers on  h ire-purchase  
system.

In  the year 1967-68, a  to ta l o f  2.234 cu ltiva to rs received 
loan  from  th e  A gricu ltu ra l D evelopm ent Bank o f  B angladesh and 
th e  a m o u n t o f  loan  was Rs.20,09,991. O f th is 1,066 cu ltiva
to rs received Rs.4,23,217 as short-term  loan ; 1,122 cu ltiva to rs 
received R s .12,75,398 as m edium -term  loan  and  46 cu ltiv a to rs  
received R s.3 ,II ,3 7 6  as long-term  loan.

Co-opcrativc
loans.

T he second im p o rta n t source o f  in stitu tiona l cred it fo r 
the  farm ers are th e  C o-operative Societies. T he C entral C o
operative Societies g ran t loans to  th e  p rim ary  co-operative 
societies fo r subsequent supply  o f loans to  th e  farm ers w ho are 
usually  th e  m em bers o f  th e  various p rim ary  societies sca tte red  
th ro u g h o u t th e  d is tric t.

In  the  year 1965-66, the 10 C en tra l C o-operative Societies 
g ran ted  R s .8,32,040 to  45 p rim ary  co-operative soc ie ties; in  
1966-67, the  11 C en tra l C o-operative Societies g ran ted  R s.9,74,368 
to  109 P rim ary  C o-operative Societies an d  in  1967-68, th e  
C entral C o-operative Societies w hose num ber increased to  15 
g ran ted  R s .18,71,100 to  th e  189 P rim ary  Societies.

In  th e  tab le  o v erleaf th e  a m o u n t o f  loan  advanced  by som e 
o f  the P rim ary  C o-operative C red it Societies, the ir p u rp o se  
an d  th e  num ber o f  cultivators w ho received loans fo r  th re e  y ea rs  
is p resented . A n analysis o f  th e  tab le  will show  th a t  in the  
year 1965-66, these societies supplied R s.8,65,910 a s  loans to  
th e  fa rm ers; in  1966-67, R s .10,74,468 was supp lied  to  th e  
farm ers as loans and  in 1967-68, an  am o u n t o f  R s ,19,85,839 w as
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Occupation of 
agricultural 
JalKmr force.

Occupation of 
non>agricoltural 
labour force.

O f th e  to ta l 3,56,319 ag ricu ltu ra l lab o u r force, c u ltiv a to rs  
were 3,56,114 o f  w hich 3,43,294 were m ales an d  12,820 fem ales; 
herdsm en  a n d  dairym en w ere 205 o f  w hich m ales w ere 183 an d  
fem ales w ere 22 ; an d  dairy  fa rm er o f  p o u ltry  keepers w ere II  
in  num ber.

O f  th e  to ta l  num ber o f  no u -ag ricu ltu ra l la b o u r fo rce  o f  
52,398 persons, th e  num bers em ployed in  th e  d iffe ren t o cc u p a
tio n a l g ro u p s w ere as given below :

Groups. Branches. Total. Male. Female.

Professional and Technical; 2.656 2,330 326
Engineers, Architects, etc. 24 24 Nil.
Transport Manager, Pilots, etc. 20 20 NU.
Professors and Teachers 1,240 1,158 82
Religious workers 264 226 38
Physicians and Surgeons 616 616 Nil.
N  urses and other Health workers 287 95 192
Judges and Lawyers, etc. 61 61 Nil.
Chemistry and Metallurgists .. 6 6 Nil.
Other Professions 138 134 4

Administrative; 3,874 3,862 12
Business Executives 369 365 4
Go vemment, etc., 0 flBcers 46 46 Nil.
Office workers 3,459 3,451 8

Sales workers and shop
keepers 

Forestry workers

. . 10,577 9,577 1,000

3 1 2
Fishermen 1,166 1,045 121
Mine and quarry workers • • 26 26 Nil
Transport operatives : 2,189 2,185 4

Road Vehicles Driver 597 597 NU.
Railway workers . . 1,476 1,472 4
Sea and River craft crews 115 115 Nil.
A ir Transport workers 1 t Nil.

Manufaci uring workers: 7,988 7,072 916
Mctal workers 1,559 1,559 Nil.
Textile workers 2,662 2,217 445
Wood workers 1,942 1,627 315
Coke, cement, brick, etc., 

workers.
111 109 2

Glass and ceramic workers 571 472 99
Chemical, paints and oil mill 

workers.
47 47 Nil.

Leather workers 526 526 Nil.
Paper mill workers 57 57 Nil.
Printing Trade operatives 18 18 Nil.
Building trade operatives 282 282 Nil.
Electrical workers 106 106 Nil.
Otherskilled production workers 107 107 Nil.

F o o d , Drink and Tobacco 
Processing workers.

2,450 2,346 104

Police, Fire, etc.. Services 1,805 1,805 Nil.
O ther services workers 1,762 1,623 139
Domestic servants 3,853 3,358 495
Unskilled labourers 14,049 10,084 3,965

(Source: “ Census o f Pakistan, 1951, V ol.-8.East Bengal)'
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T he to ta l  n u m b er o f  lan d  ow ners in  th e  d istric t, in  1951, Economic acHvi- 
was 2,27,889. O f th e m  2,27,351 w ere engaged  iu  ag ric u ltu ra l o ^^ rs . 
ac tiv ities a n d  399 in  com m erce an d  industrie s, A  to ta l num ber 
o f  139 w ere econom ically  inactive.

A gricu ltu re  is n o t a  w hole-tim e occupation , cu ltiv a to rs  an d  Subsidiary occu- 
ag ricu ltu ra l la b o u re rs  usually  have o th e r  sources o f  incom e JgfjcJjtura/*** 
besides th e ir  p ro d u ce  in  farm s. A ccord ing  to  th e  C ensus labour force. 
R ep o rt (1951), o u t o f  3,56,319 ag ric u ltu ra l la o b u r  fo rce  in  th e  
d is tric t, 39,116 h ad  subsid iary  occupations o f  no n -ag ricu ltu ra l 
n a tu re . Subsid iary  occupation  fo r th e  ag ricu ltu ra l la b o u r force 
has been defined in  th e  C ensus, as “ a  secondary  source  of 
incom e pu rsued  th ro u g h o u t th e  w hole year in  ad d itio n  to  the  
u sua l m ain  occupation  o r an  a lte rn a tiv e  m eans o f  livelihood 
ad o p ted  a t tim es w hen the  m ain o ccu p a tio n  co u ld  n o t  be 
fo llow ed” .

T he num ber o f  cu ltiv a to rs  perfo rm ing  the  services o f  School 
T eachers an d  P riva te  T u to rs  w as 1,909 m ales an d  2 fem ales; 
th a t  o f  Im am s, M oazzins an d  R elig ious w orkers w as 440 
m ales an d  1 fem ale; those  acted  as “ H akim s, A po thecaries, M id 
w ives an d  o th e r  h e a lth  w orkers was 1,509 m ales an d  4 fem ales; 
engaged  as lawyers a n d  legal ass is tan ts’ was 91 m ales;
M usicians a n d  E n te rta in e rs  w as 90 m ales ; perform ed th e  
services o f  ‘clerks a n d m o h a r r i rs  was 256 m ales and  1 fem ale; 
p e rfo rm in g  the  services o f  peons, d u fta rie s  an d  chow kidars 
w as 4,956 m ales a n d  42 fem a les ; engaged  as shop-keepers and 
haw k ers  w as 13,566 m ales a n d  217 fem ales ; en g ag ed  i n ‘trad e  
an d  com m ercial w orks w as 795 m ales ; as w eavers a n d  sp inners 
1,505 m ales a n d  38 fem ales; as ta ilo r in g  1,162 m ales a n d  27 
fem ales ; engaged  a s  ca rp en te rs  an d  saw yers 1,624 m ales and 
12 fem ales; do ing  bam b o o , cane  an d  b ask e t w ork ing  1,010 
m ales an d  33 fem a les ; d o in g  th e  jo b  o f  p o tte ry  a n d  ch inaw aring  
549 m ales a n d  29 fem ales; engaged  in  shoe-m ak ing  an d  lea th e r 
w orks 115 m ales ; d o in g  m asonry , bu ild ing  an d  c o n s tru c tio n  w ork  
w as 259 m ales, en g ag ed  in  m a n u fa c tu rin g  w ork  and  craftsm en  
37 m ales ; engaged in  g « r an d  sugar m a k in g  185 m ales an d  1 
fem ale; do ing  th e  j o b  o f  sw eets m ak ing  an d  confectionery  42 
m ales a n d  2 fem a les ; engaged  as bu tchers  22 m ales; b iri-m akers 
614 m ales an d  3 fem ales ; food  processing w orkers 1,858 m ales 
an d  303 fem ales.

T h e  to ta l num ber o f  po p u la tio n  in  th e  d istric t accord ing  to  ^
th e  C ensus R ep o rt o f  1961 was 17,09,917. T hus, du ring  ten  years jn^i96i  ^  
betw een 1951 an d  1961, th e  popu la tion  o f the  d istric t increased 
b y  ab o u t 25 per cent.
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Laboer force. In  1961, the  civ ilian  lab o u r force consisted o f  5,93,502 people 
T he num ber o f  persons n o t in  civilian lab o u r force was 5,05,594. 
Between 1951 an d  1961, th e  civilian lab o u r force has increased 
by a b o u t 50 p er cent. T h is increase is m uch m o re  th a n  th a t o f  
po p u la tio n  itself. I t  show s, perhaps, th a t th e  p ressu re  on  
th e  em ploym ent m arke t, du ring  the  period  has increased  m ore 
th a n  the  rise  o f  p o p u la tio n  in abso lu te  figure. T h e  increase 
to  certa in  ex ten t is also  due to  a  change in  th e  defin ition  o f  
“ lab o u r fo rce”  in  the  tw o censuses. In  1951 C ensus, a ll persons 
o f ‘‘12 years and  over’’ w ere included as la b o u re r  w hile in  1961 
C ensus, persons o f  ‘‘10 years and over”  were considered  as la b o u re r.

h^onomic status econom ic sta tu s o f  th e  people o f  th e  d is tric t in  I96I
of population m . - • ,
respect of differ- m  respect o f d ifterent age-g roups is given below : 
ent age-group.s. ,

Age-groups.

1

Total and 
Sex.

2

Persons in 
civilian 
labour 
force.

3

Culti
vators.

4

Other
agricul
turists.

5

Non-
agricul
turists.

6

Other 
self-support 

ing per
sons and 

depend
ents.

7
All ages: Total 5,93,502 5,34,422 5,802 53,278 11,16,415

Male 5,44,774 4,96,025 1,896 46,853 3,57,615
Female 48,728 38,397 3.906 6,425 7,58,800

10-11 years: Total 20,083 19,567 67 449 37,688
Male 18,367 17,978 49 340 13,583
Female 1,716 1,589 18 109 24,105

12-14 years: Total 41,006 39,308 181 1,517 48,182
Male 38,940 37,496 129 1,315 12,176
Female 2,066 1,812 52 202 36,006

15-19 years; Total 57,619 52,707 448 827 86,088
Male; 53.492 49,200 251 404 15,278-
Female 4,127 3,507 197 423 70,810

20-24 years Total 66,798 59,088 546 7,164 66,953
Male 61,678 54,874 225 6,579 2,454
Female 5,120 4.214 321 585 64,499’

25-34 years Total 1,51,071 1,33,012 1,376 16,683 13,188
Male 1,38,964 1,24,160 423 14,381 1,018
Female 12,107 8,852 953 2,302 12,170

35-44 years: Total 1,14,532 1,01,674 1,303 11,555 68,895
Male 1,04,000 93,342 323 10,335 668
Female 10,532 8,332 980 1,220 68,227

45-54 years; Total 76,421 68,303 1,021 7,097 42,945
Male 69,214 62,793 257 6.164 726
Female 7,207 5,510 764 933 42,219*

55-59 years: Total 23,116 21,149 292 1,675 12,571
Male 20,942 19,450 74 1,418 458
Female 2,174 1,699 218 257 12,113

60 years and over; Total 42,856 39,614 568 2,674 29,084
Male 39,177 36,732 165 2,280 3,210
Female 3,679 2,882 403 394 25,874

(S o u rce:  D inajpur D istric t Censu.s R eport, 1961).
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The to ia l num ber o f  ag ricu ltu ra l labou r force in the d is tric t Agricultural 
in  1961 was 5,40,224 am ong which males were 4,97,921 
an d  fem ales w ere 42,303 in  num ber. O f  the  to ta l agricu ltu ral 
lab o u r, 5,34,422 co n stitu ted  th e  “ cu ltiva to rs an d  agricu ltu ral
la b o u re rs” . T h e  rest w ere em ployed in various kinds o f  agri
cu ltu ra l w ork , e.g ., m ah\ dairy  farm er, anim al b reeder, drivers 
o f  trac to rs , etc.

O ut o f  th e  to ta l p o p u la tio n  o f  the  d istric t o f  17,09,917, Rural population, 
th e  n u m b er o f  ru ra l po p u la tio n  was 16,37,979 o f  which 8,62,764 
w ere m ales and  7,75,215 w ere fem ales. T hus 96 per cent, 
o f  th e  po p u la tio n  o f  the  d istric t was ru ra l in  1961.

D u rin g  th e  first decade o f  th e  p re se n t cen tury , ow ing to  j^ring *tte*First 
th e  sm allness o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  as com pared  w ith the  area o f  Decade of the
th e  d is tric t an d  the  am o u n t o f  cultivable land still rem ain ing  century,
unoccupied, the ra te s  o f  ren t paid  by  raiyats  ho ld ing  land
d irec tly  from  land lo rds were very low  as com pared  w ith  the 
ra tes  p revailing  in th e  neighbouring  d is tric ts . F ro m  an  exam i
n a tio n  o f  the  Settlem ent R ecords o f  8 sm all private estates with 
a  to ta l area o f  14,369 acres, surveyed an d  settled under th e  
Bengal T enancy  A ct, it  appears th a t th e  different classes o f 
raiyats, th e  average ren t p er cu ltivated  acre payable by and  the 
average size o f  ho ld ing  in possession o f  each class were as 
fo llo w s:

A verage A verage
area  o f re n t per

C lass o f  cu ltiva to r. cu ltivated cultivated
land  per acre.
ho ld ing .

(A cres.) R s. a .*
1. R aiya ts  a t  fixed ra tes  o r fixed ren ts 7-29 1 13
2. Settled raiyats 3-15 1 15
3. O ccupancy 2-54 I 12
4 . N on-occupancy 2-30 1 5
5. V nder-ra iya /s 0-26 2  15

T otal 3 T 0 1 15

[Source— L ast G azettee r o f  th e  d is tric t (1912).]

O f  ra iya ts  ho ld ing  th e ir  land d irectly  from  the  land lo rd  
b y  fa r  the  largest class were the occupancy raiyats or Joiedars. 
N on-occupancy  raiyats  o r  tenants-a t-w ill were com paratively  
few . E xcept in th e  case o f  ur\der-raiyats, no d istinction  was 
m ade between different classes o f  land in a village n o r was 
an y  acco u n t taken  o f  th e  kind o f  c ro p  grow n in fixing th e  ren t

A rupee consisted o f 16 annas.
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Rates of rent 
during 1934-40.

Thana.

o f  a  p lo t o f  land . T h e  average ra te  p er acre w as ra tb e r  h igher 
in  the  so u th ern  p o rtio n  o f  the  d is tric t th a n  in  th e  n o rth e rn , 
being R s.2  to  R s.2  an d  12 annas as against Re. 1 an d  8 annas to  
R s.2 . Under-/-t7/>tJf.t had  to  pay  very  m uch  h igher ren ts , and  fo r  
th e m  th e  re n t, w hen payable in  m oney varied  acco rd ing  to  th e  
class o f  land  and  the crop  grow n on  it. T h e  ren ts paid  by such 
un6er-raiyats  varied from  R e. 1 and  8 annas p e r acre o f  p o o r  lands 
to  as m uch  as R s.20 per acre fo r the  best ju te  lands. L ands su itab le  
fo r  th e  cu ltiva tion  o f  tobacco  som etim es was let a t as m uch as R s.28 
an  acre. T he adhiars, to  w hom  th e  te rm  under-raiyats  was n o t 
p roperly  applicable, paid the ir ren t in k ind, the  ra iya ts  w hose land  
they cu ltivated , tak ing  h a lf  th e  crop . T h is p rocedure w orked very well 
in  practice, as in  a  b ad  year the  loss was d istribu ted  between th e  ra iya t 
an d  the adhiar, while in a  good  one the  form er shared the  profits.

T he average ren t o f  fixed ra te  raiyats- w as Re. 1 an n as  9 an d  pies* 
3 a n  ac re  which was appreciab ly  less th a n  th a t p a id  by th e  o rd inary  
se ttled  an d  occupancy  raiyats  w hose average ren t was R e. 1 annas 15 
and  pies 7 p er acre. T he non-occupancy  ra iya ts  paid  R s.2  annas 2  
an d  pies 6 as ren t per acre. T he average re n t fo r  all th e  th ree  classes 
was R e .l annas 14 an d  pies 9 per acre w hich was believed to  be th e  
lightest d is tric t average in the  province (the province o f  Bengal).

T he d istric t o f D in a jp u r com prises o f  22 police s ta tio n s  o u t o f  
w hich 17 belonged to  the  d is tric t in  the  p re-Independence d ay s  a lso . 
T h e  average ren ts  a n d  p ro p o rtio n  o f  land  held by  different ca tego r
ies o f  raiyats  d u rin g  1934-40, in  th e  17 thanas are given below :

Average rent Average rent Average rent Average rent 
of f ix ^  rate o f settled o f non- of all 
raiyats. and occupancy ra iya ts .

occupancy raiyats- 
raiyat.i.

Percentage 
of area held 
by fixed rate 
raiyats to 
total area o f 

land held by 
raiyats on 
cash rent.

Rs. a. p. Rs. a. P- Rs. a. p. Rs. a P-
Parbatipur . . 1 15 5 2 3 10 2 11 8 2 2 6 30
Nawabganj . . 1 11 7 2 3 3 2 2 10 2 3 0 2
Ghoraghat . . 1 12 10 2 4 6 2 9 2 4 0 6
Chirirbandar 2 3 11 2 9 4 2 5 9 2 8 8 7
Dinajpur 1 14 10 2 6 9 2 12 10 2 5 1 21
Birol 1 13 6 I 14 7 2 2 10 1 14 5 14
Atwari 1 9 0 2 5 8 2 12 3 2 1 6 324
Baliadangi . . I 7 0 2 3 2 2 4 7 1 13 8 45
Thakurgaon I 6 9 1 7 6 3 0 1 I 7 5 22
Ranisaokail . . 1 2 1 1 13 5 3 4 1 1 11 4 28
Haripur 0 15 7 2 7 5 2 1 7 2 2 5 20
Pirganj 1 5 4 I 9 1 I 7 8 I 8 7 12
Bochaganj 1 9 5 I 12 4 1 8 4 I 12 2 5
Kaharol 2 1 6 2 10 7 3 0 5 2 10 3 4
Birganj 1 11 6 2 5 3 1 15 7 2 4 9 4
Khansama . . 2 12 6 3 1 4 4 6 1 3 1 0 7
Phulbari 2 0 8 2 3 4 2 0 8 2 3 2 6

(Source—Final Report on the Survey and Settlement operations in the district o f Dinajpur. 1934-40). 
*N. B.—An anna consisted o f 12 p ie s .
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T h e ra tes  o f  re n t d id  n o t a lte r  w ith  the  passage o f  th e  present day 
E ast Bengal S tate  A cqu isition  and  T enancy  A ct o f  1950. T he 
ra tes  o f  re n t prevailing  in  th e  pre-Independence days were 
in co rp o ra ted  in to  subsequen t policies regarding rents. H ow ever, 
fo rm u la tio n  o f  new  ra te s  was necessary fo r  those  la n d s fo r
w hich  th e re  w as no  p rev io u s fixa tion ; b u t th e  new ra tes
accord ing  to  the  p rov ision  o f  the  A ct, m ust n o t exceed th e  
value o f  th e  one-ten th  o f  th e  gross annual produce o f  the 
lan d . O nly in  respect o f  th is  new  fixation, the  rates, in  certain  
cases, m ay  be fo u n d  to  be h igher w hen com pared  w ith  the 
ea rlier ones. A t  p resen t, in  the  d istric t, there is a  fixed ra tes 
o f  re n t fo r ag ricu ltu ra l lands w hich is R s. 3 ‘ 1 3 p e r  acre.

B u t land  revenue w hich th e  land  ow ners (w ho are  m ain ly  Land revenue, 
ag ricu ltu ris ts )  have to  pay  in  recen t years, includes n o t only 
ren t b u t a lso  certa in  o th e r  cesses, ra tes  an d  taxes, nam ely .
E d u ca tio n  C ess, Local R a te , D evelopm ent and  R elie f T ax  and
A d d itio n a l D evelopm ent an d  R elief T ax . These a re  realised 
a t  20 p e r c e n t . ,  12^ p er cen t, an d  25 p e rc e n t,  respectively o n  the 
a m o u n t o f  th e  a c tu a l re n t o f  th e  ho ld ing . T he A dd itiona l 
D evelopm ent an d  R elief T ax  is levied a t  50 paisa  p e r acre o f 
land  in  each  ho ld in g . D ue  to  im position  o f  these cesses, ra tes  
an d  taxes a t th e  ra te  o f  certa in  {percentages on th e  ac tu a l ren t 
th e  b u rd en  o n  th e  land  ow ners (includ ing  ag ricu ltu ris ts )  has 
increased to  som e ex ten t com pared  Co th e  charges p a id  by them  
p rio r to  acqu isition  o f  all ren t-receiv ing in terests  by G overnm ent.
B u t th is  increased charge falls fa r  below  the ra te  o f  re n t assess
ab le  u n d er th e  prov isions o f  th e  S ta te  A cqu isition  A c t w hich 
is o n e-ten th  o f  th e  value o f  th e  gross p roduce  o f  land  a t the  
m axim um . T h e  ex isting  re n t is a  legacy fro m  the  ex -landlords 
th e  ra te  o f  w hich is n o t u n ifo rm  fo r  lands o f  th e  sam e class 
w ith sim ilar advantages.

R a tio n a lisa tio n  o f  re n ts  w ith  a  view to  fixing u p  fa ir  and  
eq u itab le  ra te s  o f  re n t fo r  d ifferen t classes o f  land  o n  the  
basis o f  yield, fe r tili ty , prices o f  th e  p roduce , lo ca tio n , etc.^ 
is th e  need o f  th e  tim e. T h e  G o v ern m en t have a lready  decided
to  ta k e  u p  ra tio n a lis a tio n  o f  re n t d u rin g  th e  R evisional S e ttle 
m e n t O perations w hich are a t p resen t in  p rogress in  thed is-tricts 
o f  R ajshah i an d  D acca.

A s reg ard s n o n -ag ricu ltu ra l lands, th e  ra tes differ accord ing  Kents for non-
to  lo ca tio n  an d  th e  p u rp o se  fo r  w hich they  are  p u t. A t p resen t agricultural land,
th e  fo llow ing ra te s  exist in  th e  d is tric t:

R a te  o f  ren t p e r acre.

1. U rb a n  residential area  ... ... Rs.33-(H) to  9 0 -00
2. C om m ercial a n d  in d u stria l area  ... R s.250 00
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Prices: 1787.

In the S econd 
d e c a d e  o f  th e  
19th centnr>-.

I 860 .

1866.

1870.

3.
4.

P ublic  places 
W aste  land

R ate o f  ren t p e r acre,

N ishkar- 
R s .l  -50

In  th e  year 1787, the  earliest tim e fo r w hich p rice s ta tis tic s  
fo r th e  d is tric t arc availab le , rice w as so ld  a t  3 to  4 m aunds 
p er rupee . Prices o f ag ric u ltu ra l p ro d u ce  show ed considerab le 
rise a f te r  1787. M r. B uchanan  H am ilto n ’s c o n ten tio n  was 
th a t  prices h ad  d o u b led  betw een 1787 an d  th e  second  decade 
o f  th e  19th cen tu ry . I t  w as possib le th a t price levels in  th e  
d is tric t an d  even in  th e  coun tryside  w ere affected  by w orld  
fac to rs  an d  th e  h igh  prices ru ling  d u rin g  th e  F rench  W ars.

In  an d  aro u n d  th e  second decade o f  th e  19th cen tu ry  th e  best 
q u a lity  rice w as so ld  a t  36 seers fo r a  rupee, th a t  o f  coarsest 
q u a lity  64 seers fo r a  rupee and  th a t  o f  com m on  v a r ie t i^  was 
selling  a t 48 to  55 seers for a  rupee . P ad d y  was sold a t 3 
m aunds a  rupee o r 5 annas a  m aund . T he no rm al price o f  g u r 
was R e. 1 an d  8 annas a  m au n d , o f ju te  12 an n as a  m aund , 
m ustard  seed 12 to  14 an n as a  m aund . A  p a ir  o f  o rd inary  
p lo u g h  bullock was priced a t  6 rupees and  a  cow  a t  3 rupees.

T he nex t period  for which price d a ta  a re  ava ilab le  is 1860. 
T h e  lis t o f  prices o f  essentials o f  the  year is given below :

O rd inary  rice— 35 to  40 seers a  rupee.
U nhusked paddy— 2^ m aunds a  rupee (6 annas a  m aund).
C om m on pulses— 16 seers a  rupee.
S alt— 8 seers a  rupee.
M ustard  oil— 5.̂  ̂ seers a  rupee.
Sugar— R s .l4  per m aund.
Y oung  s tro n g  coun try  bu llock— R s. 16 o r  R s. 20 each.

In 1866 the  price o f  som e o f th e  com m odities in th e  d istric t 
w ere as follow s:

W heat— 10 seers 6 c h h a ta k  per rupee.
R ice (best so rt)— 10 seers 12 ch h a tak  p er rupee.
R ice (com m on)— 14 seers 6 ch h a ta k  p er rupee.
S a lt— 7 seers 2 ch h a tak  [per rupee.

T his show s som e rise in  th e  prices over th a t  o f  I860.

In 1870, th e  prices o f  w h ea t an d  sa lt reg is te red  a  s lig h t fall 
w hile th a t o f  rice w ent dow n by m ore th a n  half. T h e  prices 
o f  th e  year are given below :

W heat— 12 seers 8 ch h a tak  per rupee.
Rice (best so rt)—23 seers 8 ch h a tak  p er rupee.
Rice (com m on)—29 seers 5 ch h a ta k  per rupee.
S alt—7 seers 7 ch h a tak  per rupee.



Ch. VI ECONOM IC C O N D m o N  12S»

G u r  w as 3 to  5 rupees a  m a u n d ; an d  sm all p lo u g h  oxen  12 
to  16 rupees a  pair.

F o u r  years la te r  in  1874, w hich was te rm ed  as th e  fam ine 1374 ih* famine 
y ear, th e  p rice level reg istered  a  rise. C o m p ared  to  1870 level year’ 
th e re  w as a  s lig h t rise  in  the  price o f  w heat an d  th a t  o f  rice 
w as d o u b led , b u t  a ll th e  prices w ere s till low er th a n  th o se  
in  1866. T h e  prices fo r 1874 are  given below :

W heat— 11 seers 7 ch h a ta k  p er rupee .
Rice (b es t so rt)— 11 seers 12 ch h a ta k  p e r  rupee.
R ice (com m on)'— 15 seers 4 ch h a ta k  p e r  rupee-
S alt— 7 seers 5 c h h a ta k  p er rupee.

A fte r  1874 prices d id  n o t re tu rn  to  th e  earlier low er-leve l. i 87S- 
F o u r  years la te r  in  1878 th e re  was li t t le  change in  p rice s  as 

a re  g iven  below :

W heat— 10 seers 12 ch h a ta k  p er rupee.
R ice (b est so r t)— 11 seers 12 c h h a ta k  p er rupee.
R ice (com m on)— 15 seers 3 ch h a tak  per rupee-
S alt— 8 seers p er rupee.

D u rin g  th e  fo llow ing  30 years prices d id  n o t change m u ch , 1909, 
b u t in  1909 th e re  w as a  sharp  rise in  prices excep ting  th a t  o f  
sa lt. T h e  p rice  o f  sa lt w hich began  to  decline from  th e  beg in 
n in g  o f  th e  2 0 th  cen tu ry  reduced  by  h a lf  in 1909 com pared  to  
th a t  in  1878. T h e  prices fo r  the  year 1909 in  the  S ad ar subdiv i
sion  a re  g iven  below :

W h ea t— 8 seers p e r  rupee.
Rice— 8 seers 5 c h h a ta k  per rupee.
Salt— 16 seers per rupee.

A fte r  1909, prices began  to  fa ll an d  th is  co n tin u ed  u p  to  1914, 
th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th e  F irs t W o rld  W a r in 1914. A fte r th e  w ar, 
as a  n a tu ra l consequence o f  in fla tion  prices began  to  sh o o t up .

In  1920, th e  prices in  th e  S adar subdivision  o f  th e  d is tric t 
w ere a s  b e lo w :

Rice— 6 seers 14 c h h a ta k  p er rupee.
S alt— 10 seers p e r  rupee.

T h is rise in  prices co n tin u ed  u p  to  1925. C on sis ten t w ith  the  1930.- 
f a l l  in  th e  w o rld  prices, prices in  1930 declined b u t d id  n o t 
d ecrease m u c h  in  th e  d is tric t as are given below :

R ice  ( r re d ’um )— 12 seers per rupee.
R ice  (coarse)— 13 seers 3 ch h a tak  per rupee.
S alt— 16 seers p e r rupee.
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J947.

:<9ro.

I1960-

T here was little  changes in  prices u p  to  1935, b u t in  1940 
w ith th e  bcg in ring  o f  th e  Second W orld  W ar, prices again  began 
to  rise a n d  increased fu rth e r  in  subsequen t years as w ill b e  seen 
below :

Rice (average)—6 seers 12 ch h a tak  p er rupee.
Rice (coarse)— 7 seers 8 chi a ta k  p er rupee.
Salt— 10 seers 8 ch h a ta k  p er rupee.

Prices increased fu rth e r by 1947 w hen they  w ere as follow s:

R ice (com m o )—2 seers 4 chha tak  p e r  rupee.
Rice (coarse)— 2 seers 7 c  h a ta k  p er rupee.
S alt— 3 seers 9 ch h a ta k  per rupee.

Prices in  1950;
Rice (cornm on)— 2 seers 14 ch h a ta k  per rupee.
S alt— 4 seers per rupee.

T en  years la ter, th e re  was considerable increase in  the  prices 
o f  all com m odities, as is show n below :

P er m aund. 
R s. 
26-25 
25-25 
17-12 
19-62 
55-00
49-00 

168-OC 
154-00
28-00 

280-00
50-00 

103 00 
113-00
93-25 
7 -5 0  
5-00  

108-00 
120-00 

53-75 
25-00

Rice (fine quality)
R ice (m edium )
W heat 
A tta
Ju te  (b es t quality)
Ju te  (in ferior quality)
T obacco  (Jati)
T obacco  (M otihari)
M ilk (cow ) . .
G hee 
B eef 
M u tto n
M ustard  oil (local)
M ustard  oil (K arach i)
S alt (fine)

: Salt (coarse) . .
C ocoanu t oil (im ported)
C ocoanu t oil (local)
S ugar

•O ur (cane)

T h e re  was fu rth e r increase in  prices in  1965;

R ice (fine quality) 
R ice (m ed ium ) 
R ice (coarse)

P er m aund . 
Rs. 

30-25 
28-84 
26-98
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M ustard  oil (local) 
M ustard  oil (K arach i) 
Sugar 
G u r  (cane)
T obacco  (M otihari)
Beef
M utton
M ilk  (cow)

Per m aund 
Rs. 

151-54
125-25 
83-00 
37-18

164-44 
70 00

126-66 
30-00

M r. F .W . S trong  w riting in  th e  D istric t G azetteers o f  D inaj- Cgccts of price 
p u r  in  1912 com m ented  a b o u t th e  effects o f  con tinued  rise in  
prices in  th e  w o rd s : “ T his rise in  prices does n o t affect the  
cu ltivating  classes, w ho except, o n  th e  ra re  occasions o f  a  
failu re o f  the crops, can  grow  m ore th a n  sufficient to  supply  
th e ir  ow n needs, w hile the  good  m arke t fo r th ^ ir su rp lus produce 
m akes fo r  th e ir  p rosperity . T o these a  year o f  com paratively  
sh o r t o u t- tu rn  w ith  h igh prices is alm ost as w elcom e as one o f  
large o u t- tu rn  w ith  low  prices. L andless labourers also  share 
in  this p ro sperity  as w o rk  is ab u n d an t. I t  is o therw ise w ith  the 
non-agricu ltu ra l m iddle classes, generally know n as bhadralok, 
from  w hose ranks th e  professions an d  th e  G overnm ent services 
a ie  recru ited . N o tw ith stand ing  higher salaries an d  im proved 
p rospec ts these  a re  steadily  d e terio ra ting  in  p rosperity  and  the 
com plain t is general am ongst them  th a t they are w orse than  
th e ir  fa the rs w ere, o n  h a lf  th e ir  incom e.’*

M ore th a n  h a lf  a  cen tury  has elapsed since th is was written^
W hat seem ed to  be tru e  in  the  early  p a r t  o f  second decade o f 
th e  p resen t cen tu ry  can n o t be a  w hole tru th  in  the  la te  1960’s.
E conom ic cond itions m u st have changed  over years. Prices 
have increased m anifo ld . T he price o f  rice, fo r exam ple , which 
was 15 to  16 m aunds a  rupee, now  sells a t  an  average price 
o f  R s.38 p e r  m a u n d  in d ica tin g  an  increase o f  14 to  15 tim es.
Sim ilar price increase has occurred  in  o th e r  ag ric u ltu ra l p roduce 
to o . W hile th e  rise in  ag ricu ltu ra l p roduce is a  m easure o f  the 
ex tra  cash  availab le to  th e  cu ltiv a to r, th e  tru e  m easure o f  his 
relative w ealth  is th e  ra tio  o f  the prices o f  articles he sells to  
those he buys. T h e  la tte r  consists o f  c lo th in g , oil, sa lt, u tensils 
an d  c a ttle  an d  the  dem and  from  th e  S ta te  in  th e  fo rm  o f  ren t, 
cesses, a n d  u n io n  council taxes. T he prices o f  these p ro d u cts  
have sho t u p  to  an  unprecedented  level. A s regards clo th ing , 
oil, an d  u tensils, price com parisons w ould  be fallacious, fo r 
m any lines a rc  now  availab le w hich w ere w holly unknow n a  
cen tury  ago . C lo th  is now  m ill m ade an d  th rea d  is o f  artificial 
chem ical fibre an d  d ifferent styles are w orn. K erosine is new



132 DTNAJPUR DISTRICT GAZETTEER Ch. VI

an d  gas is a  new er p ro d u c t,  an d  enam elw are u tensils  are 
rep lacing  bell m etal, o r  th e  p ro d u c ts  o f  local p o tte rs . T h o u g h  
ren t is said  to  exist a t  th e  ea rlie r  ra te s , a d d itio n s  to  land  re
venue in  th e  fo rm  o f  taxes an d  cesses have been  m ade  and  
new er taxes have been im posed  b y  th e  u n io n  councils.

A m o n g  o th e r  fac to rs affecting  th e  econom ic co n d itio n  o f  the  
cu ltiva to rs , th e  num ber o f  p o p u la tio n  has increased m any  tim es  
w ith  its  co nsequen t pressure o n  land  an d  rise in  dem and  fo r 
food  s tu ff. T h e  ag ricu ltu ra l ho ld in g s a re  subd iv ided  an d  
fragm ented . C u ltiva tion  is done m ainly on  subsistence basis- 
and  th e re  is little  su rp lus o f  ag ricu ltu ra l p ro d u ce  to  b e  so ld  
o u t by farm ers and  to  ea rn  an  incom e- T h e  c u l t iv a to r  in  
general, does n o t possess sufficient pu rch asin g  pow er to  m eet 
a ll his needs w hich is now  la rg e r  th a n  b efo re ; a n d  in  som e 
cases to  buy th e ir  subsistence fo r W'hich he reso rts  to  bo rrow ing .

W h a t M r. S tro n g  said  a b o u t n o n -ag ricu ltu ra l m iddle classes 
p ro b ab ly  ho lds good today. T hough  salaries have increased,. 
the  increase has n o t been  in  p ro p o rtio n  to  th a t  in  prices an d  
cost o f  liv ing , w hich is now  m any  tim es h ig h e r th a n  a t  any  
o th e r p rev ious period .

Wages. In  the  early  p a rts  o f  the  p resen t cen tu ry , the  dem and  for
labou rers in  (he d is tric t was sta ted  to  be g rea t a n d  th e  ra le  o f  
w ages very h igh . T h is was due to  tw o fac to rs . T he c u lti
vable a re a  o f  th e  d is tric t was la rge as com pared  w ith  th e  p o 
p u la tio n  an d  th e  prices o f  ag ricu ltu ra l p roduce  h ad  risen  to  
such an  ex ten t th a t ag ricu ltu re  h ad  becom e a  very p ro 
fitable occupation . I t  p a id  the  cu ltiva to rs to  take  u p  la rge  
ho ld ings a n d  cu ltiva te them  in  th e  m ain  b y  h ired  lab o u r.
A  significant aspects o f  th e  tim e w as th e  im m ig ran t labou rers 
consisting  m ainly th e  gangs o f  u p -co u n try  coolies w h o  
used to  com e to  the  d is tirc t d u rin g  th e  w in te r to  h a rv e s t th e  
rice-crop . These lab o u re rs  w ere s ta te d  to  b e  p a id  a t  th e  
excep tional ra te  o f 8 annas a  day  and  food  d u rin g  th e  h a rv e s t
ing  o f  w inter-rice. T h e  o rd inary  ag ricu ltu ra l la b o u re r also  
was by no  m eans ill off. H is wages all the year ro u n d  w orked  
o u t a t  som eth ing  like R s.5  a  m o n th  plus  h is food  as com pared  
w ith  R s.2  a  m o n lh  and  food  in  1870. T he o rd inary  coo ly , 
w ho used  to  find em ploym ent a t  railw ay s ta tio n s a n d  in  d o in g  
odd  jo b s  in  tow ns g o t 6 an n as  a  day. T he a rtisa n  class w as 
also  benefited  by  the rise in  w ages and  the  com m on ca rp en te rs  
and  m asons used to  g e t 10 to  12 annas a  day  as co m p ared  
w ith  h a lf  th is  am o u n t 30 o r  40 years ago . D u rin g  th is  tim e 
ca rte rs  w ere a  num erous class in  th e  d is tric t. G enera lly  they  
used to  ow n ca rts  a n d  bu llocks and  ea rn  R e .l  to  R e .l  and  4
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Characteristics T he dem and  fo r ag ricu ltu ra l la b o u r is h igh ly  seasonal*
of agricultural j i j g  busiest m o n th s  o f  the  ag ric u ltu ra l y ea r are from  Baisakh  
labour aud wages. , ,  . • ,

to  Bhadra  o f  the  Bengali year w hen  ag ric u ltu ra l la b o u r  is in
g rea t dem and . In  the th irties  o f  th e  p resen t cen tu ry , a t this
tim e o f  the  year, in  the  east o f  the  d is tric t, th ree  m en could  be
hired  fo r a  day  fo r one rupee plus  the ir food. T he b ig  jo tedars
w ho cu ltiv a ted  100 b ighas u n d er th e ir  m anagem en t em ployed a
num ber o f  m en fo r the fo u r o r five busy m o n th s  a t  R s.4  to
Rs.6 a  m o n th  to g e th er w ith  food . T h e  food  som etim es w as
supplied  and  cooked  by the  jo tedar, b u t w as m ore likely  to  be
given in  a  lu m p  paym ent o f  a  m aund  o f  p ad d y  a  m o n th . The
m en w ho used to  w ork  th ro u g h o u t th e  year g o t R s.6  a  m on th
plus  H  n iau n d s o f  unhusked  paddy . T he tem p o rary  hands
used to  ge t 4 an n as a  day , w ith  a  seer o f  rice an d  2 pice.
Y early w ages used to  vary fro m  R s.30 to  R s.45 w ith  sam e
fo od ing  allow ance as was paid  to  those paid  m on th ly . Even
w here th e  c o n tra c t was fo r a  year, th e  w ages w ere likely  to  be
paid  m o n th ly , o r a t  convenien t in te rvals w hen  th e re  w as cash
in  h an d . O ccasionally  lab o u re rs  used  to  live in  th e  hom estead
o f  the ir em ployers and  g o t co ld -w eather clo th ing  in  add itio n
to  th e  usual cash  and g ra in  paym ents , b u t it  was m o re  usual
fo r  th e  la b o u r, even w hen p a id  by  th e  y ea r; to  live in  his
ow n hom estead , w ith h is fam ily in  a  neighbouring  co ttag e .
W ages te n d ed  to  be h igher in  the  east o f  the  d is tric t th a n  in
the  p o o r  th in ly  popu la ted  west.

H arvesting  and  th resh ing  was o ften  p a id  a t piece ra te . A 
local m an  used to  cu t paddy  receiving in  paym en t 3 o r 4 ka ta s  
o u t o f  every 20 ka ta s  w hich he h ad  cu t. T h resh in g  w as used 
to  b e  d o n e  a t so m uch p er p a u n . A  fea tu re  o f  th is  d is tric t 
a t  th e  tim e, w as th e  la rg e  n u m b er o f  H industan i im m ig ran ts  
com ing  to  w o rk  in  th e  harvest season. T h e  im m ig ran t la b o u r
ers used to  d o  n o t  only  ag ricu ltu ra l w ork , b u t a lso  m any  m is
cellaneous, ro u g h  and  unsk illed  jo b s , e.g., e a rth w o rk  ails fo r 
sugarcane fields, w ork ing  in  rice m ills, etc.

T he s itu a tio n  is m uch different in  the  la te  1960’s. T ho u g h  
th e  com ing  o f  th e  u p -co u n try  coolies has ceased so o n  after 
Independence , a  la rge num ber o f  m uhajirs  have se ttled  in  the  
d is tric t m any  o f  w hom  have ta k en  u p  ag ricu ltu re . (A ccord ing  
to  1951 census, th e  n u m b er o f  m uhajirs  in  th e  d is tr ic t  was 
74,379 o f  w hich  11,650 w ere ag ricu ltu ra l and  10,888 non- 
ag ric u ltu ra l labourers). P ressure o n  land  has now  increased.

WaRes in 1967. D uring  harvesting  tim e from  Poush  to  M agh  (Bengali year) 
a n  ag ricu ltu ra l lab o u re r now  earns R s. 1 • 50 p e r  d ay  w ith  free 
supp ly  o f  food  th ree  tim es including co ld  rice in the  m orning.
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D u rin g  Falgoon  ( / .e . ,fo r  cu ltiva tion  o f  ju te  an d  its weeding) up  to  
B hadra  ( j .e . ,fo r  sow ing an d  seeding o f  th e  paddy) th e  ra te  o f  
wages is th e  sam e as th a t  o f  harvesting  tim e b u t w ithout food.

Som e landow ners keep dom estic  servants th ro u g h o u t th e  year 
w ho d o  d o m estic  w orks o f  th e ir  m asters as well a s  a re  engaged 
in  ju te  an d  p addy  cu ltiva tion . T heir pay  varies accord ing  to
th e ir  efficiency fro m  R s. 200 to  R s. 300 annually  w ith  four-
Imgees^ tw o gam chas, tw o  genjees  an d  tw o shirts o f which t.wQ-
sets a re  given in  tw o F d  festivals,

In  th e  u rb an  areas a  brick-layer gets R s. 4 00 to  5-00 per 
d a y  w ithou t food . B u t th is  jo b  is n o t available always. A  
rickshaw  p u lle r ea rn s  R s. 3 -0 0  to  R s. 4 -00  o u t o f  which he has 
to  pay  R s. 2 -00  to  th e  ow ner. G enerally , the  ow ners o f  p u sh 
ca rts  an d  bu llock  ca rts  a re  th e  drivers o f  the ir ow n carts. A  
p u sh -ca rt driver earns R s. 4 -00  to  R s. 5*00 p er d ay  w hen he 
does n o t ow n the  cart. B ullock carts are very m uch in  use in  
th e  d is tric t fo r m ovem ent o f  ju te  and sugarcane.
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C O M M U N IC A T IO N

I t  does n o t ap p ear th a t the  H indu  ru lers (w ith few exception), Oid-time roads, 
w ho p robab ly  travelled m ostly  by  b o at o r o n  elephants, ever 
troub led  them selves m uch  ab o u t m aking  ro ad s. In  th e  days o f 
M uslim  ru le th e  d is tric t was fairly  well p rov ided  w ith  roads.
O ne o f  these roads, ran  from  G h o rag h at to  D am dam a (In  Ind ia).
I t  is said to  have been a  fine ro ad  an d  to  have fo rm ed  the 
'basis o f  th e  D is tric t B oard ro ad  from  G h o rag h a t to  H ili.
A fter th e  decline o f the  M uslim  pow er, the  roads m ade by  them  
•were allow ed to  go to  ru in . In  M a jo r R ennell’s m ap  an d  in 
h is  list o f  the  roads published in  1777 and  1781 respectively, 
a  large num ber o f  roads w ere show n as lead ing  from  D in a jp u r 
to w n  to  various places. They w ere sa id  to  have been  fine 
b ro ad  roads, b u t were to ta lly  unbridged  an d  p robab ly  m ost o f  
them  m ore or less im passable d u ring  th e  rainy  season.

A s a  consequence o f  the lack o f  roads fo r  com m erce, this 
w as m ostly  ca rried  o n  by  b o a ts  in  the  ra ins. A t th is season 
th e re  used to  be considerable ex p o rt o f  rice ou tside th e  d istric t 
by m eans o f  la rge co u n try  boats, while sm all boats o f  all kinds 
plied  a’o n g  th e  stream s an d  khals betw een th e  b ig  bazars 
an d  th e  villages in  the  in te rio r. In  the  d ry  season  such  trad e  
as existed was carried  by pack— bullocks ovei fa ir— w eather trac ts  
th ro u g h  the fields stra igh t across coun try . C arts  were non 
existent except in D in a jp u r tow n and  on ly  plied a long  its vicinity 
Of a long  the  h igh  roads leading to  the headquarte rs sta tions o f 
th e  neighbouring  d istricts. T he land  ho lders th ro u g h  w hose lands 
these roads ra n  w ere bound  to  prov ide ferries fo r the  use o f  
th e  public.

T h ere  w ere th ree  b ranch  roads, leading from  D inajpur to  
R ajshah i, R an g p u r and  Bogra, w hich w ere kep t in  rep a ir  by 
the  F erry  F und , an d  were average fair-w eather roads. I t  was o f 
g rea t utility  in  opening  u p  the  com m unication  w ith  Bogra. The 
p a r titio n  ridges o f  ea rth , raised between the rice-fields were 
often th e  only  m eans o f com m unicating  w ith the  neighbouring 
villages. In  these parts , carts were unknow n, and  th e  only 
m eans o f  tran sp o rtin g  baggage across coun try  was on  elephan ts; 
a n d  this was rendered  dilficult by the  num erous beels, w ater- 
cu ts , rivers, an d  ditches, w hich were everywhere encountered .
T h e  rem ains o f  a  high ro ad  from  R ajshahi to  G horaghat, 
called ja n g a l could still be traced  in . m any places, b u t is now  
overgrow n with jungles, to ta lly  ob literated  in som e places, and 
in  to ta l disuse.
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District Board 
Roads.

T here was a n o th e r  ro ad  lead ing  from  D in a jp u r to  P u rneah  
(now  in  Ind ia). In  the  n o rth  o f  th e  d istric t, all the  th a n a s  w ere 
connected  by  m odera te ly  good  fa ir  w eather roads.

In  1909-10, the  to ta l m ileage o f  roads m ain ta ined  by the  then: 
D istric t B oard  was 933. Besides these, th e re  was a  considerable 
m ileage o f  village ro ad s, m ore  o r less p racticable fo r carts in the  
cold w eather an d  w hich a t all seasons afforded a  m eans to  
pedestrans o f  getting  abou t. These were repaired  from  tim e to  
tim e e ither by  som e zam indar o r large ten u re  ho lder, o r a t  the  
cost o f  the  D istric t B oard , i f  the  repa irs were considered  as 
u rgently  necessary a n d  a  little  m oney was available. N o n e  o f  
the  ro ad s  in  th e  d istric t w ith  the  exception o f  a  few m iles in  
D in a jp u r tow n , P arb a tip u r, an d  P hu lbari, an d  a  sm all p o rtio n  o f  
the  H ili ro ad  w as m etalled  an d  it could  scarcely be said  th a t 
they  w ere k ep t in  a  good sta te  o f  repair. M o st o f  th e m  w ere 
fa irly  well p rov ided  w ith bridges o f  a  perm anen t n a tu re , though  
th is  im provem ent was only  effected in  th e  beginning o f  tw en
tie th  century .

Present District A pril, 1970, the  D istric t C ouncil h ad  under its con tro l
Coancii Roads, an d  m ain tenance a  to ta l o f  575 miles o f  roads o f  w hich 55 miles 

w ere m etalled an d  520 m iles unm etalled . A  sta tem en t o f  the 
ro ad s  hav ing  a  d istance o f  10 m iles o r  m ore  is given below:

N am e  o f  th e  road .
Im p o rta n t places, the  

Length  o f  ro ad  (m iles) ro a d  connects.

1. D in a jp u r-P a rb a tip u r R oad 17 (M etalled)

2. T h ak u rg ao n -A tw ari R oad  . . 18-12 (U nm etalled)

3. D in a jp u r-P u lh a t-H ili R o ad 14-50 (U nm etalled)

4. D in a jp u r-N e k k a rh a t R o ad 26 (U nm eta lled )

5. D in a jp u r-D u n g d u n g i R oad 10-50 (U nm ctalled)

6. P u lh a t-B o ro g ram  R o a d 10 (U nm etalled)

7. T haku rgaon -P irganJ R o ad 14 (5 m etalled , 9 
unm etalled)

8. D h u k u ijh a ri-B h ad resw ari . . 31 (18 m etalled , 
13. u n m eta l
led).

9. N ash ip u r-K h an sam a R o ad  14-50 (U nm etalled)

K o tw ali, C h ir irb rn d a r  
an d  P a rb a tip u r  P. Ss.

T h ak u rg ao n  an d  A tw ari 
P . Ss.

K otw ali, C h irirb a n d ar, 
P h u lb a ri a n d  H ak im p u r 
P . Ss.

K otw ali an d  B irol P.Ss. 

K o tw ali an d  Birol P .Ss.

T h ak u rg ao n  and  P irganj 
P. Ss.

B irol, B ochaganj P irganj 
an d  R an ish an k a il P . Ss.

K otw ali. K ah aro le , Bir" 
ganj a n d  K h an sa m a  P .S s .
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N am e o f  th e  ro a d . L en g th  o f  ro a d  (m iles). Im p o rta n t p 'aces  the  
ro ad  connects.

10. S o tap ir-B isw anathpu r R oad 19-25 (U nm etalled) P h u lb ari, H ak im p u r, N a- 
w abganj a n d  G h o ra g h a t 
P . Ss.

11. K atha ldang i-T areya R o a d  . . 37 (U nm etalled) R an ishankail, B aliadangi 
an d  A tw ari P . Ss.

12. R a n ish a n k a il-H arip u r R oad 10 (U nm etalled) H arip u r an d  R an ishankail 
P . Ss.

13. T h ak u rg ao n -C h an d ip u r R oad 20 (1 m etalled  and  
19 unm etalled)

T h ak u rg ao n , B irganj and  
K h an sam a P . Ss.

14. P h u lb a ri-K rish ta p u r R oad 12 • 50 (U nm etalled) P hu lbari an d  N aw abgan j 
P. Ss.

15. B iram p u r-Jan lip u rg h at R oad I M 2  (U nm etalled) B iram pur.

16. H ili-G h o ra g h a t R oad 20-12  (0 -50  m etalled 
an d  19-62 un

m etalled).

H ak im p u r an d  G h o ra g h a t 
P. Ss.

17. C h in tam o n -P h u lb ari R oad 12-50 (U nm etalled) C h in tam o n  an d  P h u lb ari.

18. D hukurjhari-B irgan j 14-63 (U nm etalled) A tw ari an d  T hak u rg ao n  
P . Ss.

19. S h ibgan j-R uhea R oad 10 (U nm etalled) A tw ari a n d  T h ak u rg a o n  
P.Ss.

20. B ochagan j-B igunbari R o ad 12-75 (U nm eta lled ) B ochaganj a n d  B irganj, 
P .Ss.

21, B hu sirb an d ar-A n g arp ara  
R o ad .

11 (U nm etalled) C h irirb a n d a r an d  K han* 
sam a P . Ss.

22. C en tra l E m ig ra tio n  R o ad  . . 12-50 (1 m etalled , 
11-50 u n 

m etalled).

23. T etu lia-S h iligu ri R oad 11 ■ 50 (U nm etalled) T etu lia  P. S.

24. B ha janpur-D eb igan j R oad 18-25 (U nm etalled) T etu lia , P anchagarh  a n d  
D ebiganj P. Ss.

25. B od a -D o m ar R o ad 14 (U nm eta lled ) B oda P . S ., D o m ar.

T h ere  a rc  22 coun try  b o a t ferries m ain ta ined  by  th e  D istric t C ouncil.
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imporfant roads. A  list o f  p rincipal roads in  the  d istric t u n d er th e  contro l 
and  m^iintenance o f  the  R oads an d  H ighw ays D irec to ra te  o f  the
G overnm ent o f  B angladesh is given below :

N am e o f  the  ro ad . T o ta l. M etalled . U nm etalled .

1. D in a jp u r-P h u lb ari R oad 25-75 25-75

2. D in ajp u r-B o rd er R oad 7-00 4-50 2-50

3. N o rth  Bengal H ighw ay 18-00 18-00 .. .

4. R an g p u r-S a id p u r-D h arag arh  R oad 
(Saidpur-B eldanga po rtio n ).

15-00 15-00 ...

5. R ang p u r-S aid p u r-D h arag arh  R oad  
(D h arag arh  po rtio n ).

39-00 39-00

6. B irganj-D arw ari R oad 15-00 15-00

7. B irganj-Panchagarh  R o ad 40-00 40-00

8. T h ak u rg ao n -S ta tio n  R oad 3-75 3-75

9. P an ch ag arh -G o a lp ara  R oad 6-00 6-00

iO. R u h ea-G o a lp a ra  R oad  . . 12-00 12-00

11. P achagarh -T etu lia  R oad 26-00 20-00 6-00

T o ta l m ileage in th e  d is tric t . . 207-50 145-00 62-50

Vehicles and 
Conveyances.

C a rt has been a n d  still rem ains th e  ch ief m eans o f tra n sp o rt 
in  this d istric t. I t  carries m en as well as com m odities an d  
ag ricu ltu ra l p roduce . N o t long ago, a  room y, well fu rn ished  
covered ca rt d raw n  by b ig  bu llocks used  to  be a  sta tu s sym bol 
in  D in a jp u r an d  one m ay still find som e o f  th e m  w ith  big 
landow ners. M o to r buses an d  trucks also ply along fixed routes 
ca rry ing  passengers an d  goods fro m  one p lace to  ano ther. 
Cycles, cycle-rickshaw s an d  auto-rickshaw s also  constitu te  im por
ta n t m eans o f  conveyance fo r  the  people. A s the  rivers a re  few  
in  num ber an d  n o t navigable all th e  year ro u n d , b o a ts  a re  n o t 
m uch  in  use. th o u g h  goods are carried  by  them  in  the  rainy  
season.
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A  sta tem ent o f  to ta l num ber o f  different vehicles* th a t existed 
in  th e  d is tric t as o n  31st D ecem ber, 1967 is given below :

1. Bus—
(a) P etro l . .  56
(b) Diesel . .  5

T otal
2. T rucks-

(a) P etro l
(b) Diesel

61

151
37

T otal

3. Taxi
4. P rivate m o to r  ca r
5. Jeep
6. A uto-rickshaw
7. M otor-cycle
8. O thers . .

188

16
43

145
2

505
73

A  lis t o f  D ak bunga low  and  In spec tion  Bungalow  to g e th er Dakbungalow 
w ith  th e ir  n am e, location , accom m odation  and  nam e o f  th e ir  Inspeciion 
con tro lling  a u th o ritie s  is given below  : Banngaiow.

N am e an d  location . A ccom m odation . N am e o f  the  c o n to l-  
ling au th o rity .

1. T h ak u rg ao n  In spec tion  Bungalow  
a t th e  18th m ile  o f  B trgan j- 
P an ch ag arh  R oad .

2 room s D in a jp u r R o ad  D ivi
s ion  o f  th e  R oads, 
and  H ighw ays 
D irec to ra te .

2. P an ch ag arh  Inspection  Bungalow , 
a t the  1st. m ile o f  P anchagarh- 
T etu lia  R o a d .

D itto D itto .

3. T etu lia  In spec tion  B ungalow , a t 
the  26th  m ile o f  P anchagarh - 
T etu lia  R oad .

D itto D itto .

4. B hatgaon  In spec tion  Bungalow , a t 
th e  14th m ile o f  N o r th  R engal 
H ighw ay.

D itto D itto .

5. P hu lbari In spec tion  B ungalow , 
P hu lbari, D inajpu r.

D itto D itto .

6. D in a jp u r S ad ar D akbungalow , 12 room s, tw o- D istric t C ounc il,
D in tjp u r  T ow n, D inajpu r. seated each. D in ajp u r.

7. B irganj In spec tion  B ungalow , 
B irganj, D ina jpu r.

2 room s, single- 
seated each.

D itto .

8. P a rb a tip u r In spec tion  B ungalow , 
P a rb a tip u r, D inajpu r.

D itto D itto .

“ S tatistica l D igest o f  E as t P ak is tan  (N o . 5, 1968.)”
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N am e an d  lo ca tio n . A ccom m odation . N am e o f  th e  cc;n tro l- 
lin g  au th o rity .

9. K ah a ro le  Inspection  B ungalow , 
K ah aro le , D inajpur.

2 room s, single- 
seated  each.

D is tric t C ouncil, 
D in a jp u r.

10. IChansam a In spec tion  Bungalow . 
FChansama, D in a jp u r.

D itto D itto .

11. B iram pur Insoec tion  Bungalow , 
B iram pur, D inajpur.

D itto D itto .

12. H ili In spec tion  B ungalow , H iii, 
D ina jpu r.

D itto D itto .

13. B h ad u ria  Inspection  B ungalow , 
B hadu ra , D inajpur.

D itto D itto .

14. N aw abganj In soec tion  B ungalow , 
N aw abgan j, D inajpu r.

D itto D itto.

15. G h o ra g h a t Inspection  B ungalow . 
G h o rag h a t, D inajpur.

Tw o single-seated 
room s.

D itto .

16. C h in tam o n  In spec tion  B ungalow , 
C h in tam on , D ina jpu r.

D itto . D itto .

17. T h ak u rg ao n  R est H ouse, T hakur- 
gaon, D ina jpu r.

4 ro o m s, single 
seated each.

D itto .

18 M o k d ig h i In spec tion  Bungalow . 
M ^kd igh i, D ina jpu r.

2 room s, single- 
seated each.

D itto .

19. B ochaganj In snec tion  Bungalow , 
B ochaganj, D in a jp u r.

D itto D itto .

20 . R u h ea  Inspection  Bungalow , Ru- 
hea, D inajpu r.

D itto D itto .

21. L ah iri In spec tion  B ungalow , La- 
h iri, D ina jpu r.

D itto D itto .

22. P irganj Inspection  Bungalow , 
P irgan j, D inajpu r.

D itto D itto

23. H arip u r In spec tion  Bungalow D itto D itto .

24. R an ishankail I n s p x t io n  B ungalow , 
R an ishankail, D inajpur.

D itto D itto .

25. N ekm ord  In spec tion  B ungalow , 
N ek m o rd , D in a jp u r.

D itto D itto .

76. B oda In spec tion  B ungalow , 
B oda, D in a jp u r.

D itto D itto .

27. D eb iean j, I n s ^ c t io n  B ungalow , 
D dbiganj, D in a jp u r.

D itto D itto .
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The d istric t is served by B angladesh Railw ays. T h e  R«ilways. 
b road  gauge m ain  line runs n o rth  an d  sou th  th ro u g h  the area 
lying in  the east o f  th e  d is tric t between H ili and N o rth  Par- 
ba tipu r. I t  was first opened  to  traffic on  a  m etre gauge line 
in  1877, fo rm ing  a  p a r t  o f  the  N o rth ern  Bengal S tate  Railway, 
w hich was construc ted  as a  fam ine relief m easure. A s a  con
sequence to  th e  construc tion  o f th e  H ard inge Bridge over the 
L ow er G anges (P adm a) the  M etre G auge line betw een Shakole 
(near Sara) a n d  S an tah ar was converted to  b ro ad  gauge in  
1914 and subsequently  th is  conversion was extended u p  to  
P a rb a tip u r in  Ju ly , 1924.

A  m eter gauge single line b ranches o ff fro m  P arb a tip u r to  
w ards the  east to  L alm on irha t via R angpur, an d  an o th er tow ards 
th e  W est to  Biral via D inajpur. These b ranch  lines were also  
construc ted  as fam ine relief m easure by the sam e N orthern  
Bengal S tate R ailw ay an d  opened  fo r traffic in  1878 an d  1884 
respectively. T h e  D inajpu r-R uhea  section  was opened in  1928.
In  1965 a ltogether th e re  w ere 110 miles o f  railw ay lines in the 
d istric t o f  D in a jp u r.

T he to ta l m ileage o f  railw ays in  the d istric t w ith  nam es o f 
m a in  s ta tio n s  o n  th e  lines are given below :

N am e o f  the station.
L ength  o f railw ays. N am e o f  the  m ain  sta tions on 

the  line, in  the district.
B road  M etre 
G auge. G auge.

S an ta h a r-P a rb a tip u r line 
(m ain-line).

27-59 H ili, D an g ap ara , C harkai, 
P h u lb ari, B h iw an ip u r, P a r
b a tip u r , P a rb a tip u r N o rth .

P arb a tip u r-B iro l Line 
(b ranch  line).

30-03 M an m ath ap u r, C h irirbandar, 
K augaon , D inajpu r, K anchon , 
Birol.

D in a jp u r-R u h e a  L ine 47-50 B ajnahar, M un g a lp u r, M olla- 
p a ra , Setabganj, P irganj, 
B hom radaha , S lfibganj, T ha- 
ku rg ao n  R o ad , A khanagar, 
R uhea,

P arbatipu r-L M m onirhat
(branch-line).

5-00 K holahati.
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Water
Cmunication.

Canals.

Boats.

A t one tim e, b u lk  o f the  com m erce o f  the  d 's tr ic t  was 
carried  by  m eans o f  the  rivers an d  khals  du ring  th e  ra in y  season 
an d  a  considerab le expo rt o f  g ra in  used to  take  p lace by  river 
rou tes. T h e  A tra i has in  lecen t tim es silted up , and  is now  only 
navigable fo r coun try  boats o f  any  size d u rin g  th e  heigh t o f  the 
rainy  season, and  even then  fo r  a  com paratively  sh o rt d istance 
u p  stream . T his silting u p  o f  the  A tra i began since the  ea rth 
qu ak e  o f  1897 an d  there is reason  to  suppose th a t th e  level 
o f  p o rtio n  o f  its bed m ust have been raised  then.

T here were only tw o navigable canals in  the  d istric t. O f  these, 
the M alijal was a  canal som e 6 o r  7 miles long connecting  
the  A tra i an d  the  D bepa a  little  above Birganj. I t  is said  to  
have been orig inally  construc ted  by M uslim  Chief, S adat Ali, 
and  to  have carried  a  considerable volum e o f  w ater, till in  
1786-87 the  T ista , w hich originally  flowed dow n th e  channels o f 
the  K ara to y a  a n d  A tra i, changed  its cou ise and  m ade its  way 
In a  m ore  easterly  d irec tion  in to  the  B rahm apu tra . Since th a t 
tim e th e re  has been com paratively  lit le w ater in  th is  canal, 
th o u g h  w ithou t its  help th e  D hepa w ould be a  m u ch  sm aller 
river th a n  it is. A no ther canal w orthy  o f  m ention  is th e  R am - 
dhara , w hich R a ja  R am nath  constructed  to  connect h is country- 
seat o f  G ov indanagar a n d  P rannagar, so th a t the  tra n sp o rt o f 
the fam ily idols fro m  one place to  the o th e r  m igh t be fac ilita ted . 
T h is is now  no  longer navigable, except perhaps fo r  sm all b o a ts  
in  th e  heigh t o f  th e  rains. In  and  near th e  tow n  o f  D in a jp u r, 
were several canals dug  for d rainage purposes. T h e  p rinci
pal o f  these is the  G h ag ra  constructed  by  R aja R a m n a th  to  
connect the  G ab u ra , a  sm all b ran ch  o f  the  A tra i, and  the  
K achai stream . T h e  u n ite d  stream s o f  th e  G h ag ra  an d  th e  
K achai after th e ir  ju n c tio n  on  the  east o f  the  tow n  w ere called 
the  G hag ra  an d  flowed in to  the P u n a rb h ab a  a t  a  p o in t so u th 
west o f  th e  presen t m aidan  in  D in a jp u r tow n. In  1878 th is  
ou tle t in to  th e  P u n a rb h ab a  was b locked u p , an d  a  fresh  channel 
was cu t fo r  th e  G h ag ra  w hich finally jo in ed  th e  P u n a rb h a b a  a t 
G hugudanga , six miles sou th  o f  the  tow n. T he object was to  
prevent the  w ate r o f th e  G h ag ra  being held u p  by  th e  river 
w hen the  la tte r  was in^flood  an d  flowing in to  the  tow n. This 
so-called canal is now  little be tte r th a n  a  d itch  an d  is no t 
navigable.

T he in h a b itan ts  o f  D ina jpu r have little  na tu ra l a p titu d e  fo r 
boating , a n d  am ongst them  th e  instinctive w ater-m anship  
w hich seems to  be b o rn  in  the  people o f  th e  d istric t fu rth e r 
cast, is unknow n . A s m ight be expected, th e ir  boats arc som e
w hat clum sy and  prim itive. T o  begin w ith , we have th e  donga  
o r  sm all d u g o u t, a  cranky little  c ra ft chiefly used  by fisherm en^



Ch. VII COMMUNICATION 145

N ext in  size a re  th e  saranga  o r  full sized d u g o u t, the  b o at in 
general, is used  fo r all purposes. This is som etim es enlarged 
by  side p lanks an d  roofed  w ith bam boo  m atting  a n d  is used 
fo r carry ing  passengers and  cargo . These dugou ts a re  m ade o f 
sim ul an d  ja ru l trees an d  are  the  only  boats m ade in  th e  d istric t.
A  som ew hat la rger boats generally used fo r fishing is the dingki, 
a lso  know n as naotakhta , as being m ade w ith nine p lanks on  
each side. T h e  b o a t m ost generally used fo r carry ing  passengers 
an d  cargo is th e  kosha. I t  is a  p la n k  bu ilt b o a t long  and 
narrow  in  shape an d  has a  certain  grace an d  sym m etry o f  its 
ow n. I t  is m ade in  various sizes an d  construc ted  to  carry  
betw een  20 an d  50 m aunds o f  ca rg o  w hile th e  la rg e r size 
called  hat kosha  carries up  to  200 m aunds.

T h e  d is tric t w as connected  w ith  D acca  by  a ir  service, Air Serrlce. 
w hich ra n  betw een  T h ak u rg ao n  an d  D acca . T h e  P IA  opera ted  
th ree fligh ts in  a  w eek betw een  th ese  tw o places.

In  1861-62, th e  ea rlie s t year fo r  w hich s ta tis tic s  are availab le , postal Services, 
th e  num ber o f  le tte rs , parcels, b o o k s , e tc ., carried  by  the  post 
officesw as 63,028. In  1870-71 th is  num ber increased to  1,57,701.
In  1862, a  ta x  called  the  Z ara in d ari D ak  Cess w as in troduced .
T his w as fo r th e  m ain tenance o f  D ak  ru n n ers  fo r  th e  conve
yance o f  pap e rs , le tte rs , packets , e tc .,  betw een  th e  lh a n a  h ead 
q u a rte rs  a n d  th e  d is tr ic t an d  subd iv isional offices. T h is  con
tin u e d  to  be lev 'ed  fro m  th e  zam indars ti l l  1906, w hen it was 
fi.nally abolished  a n d  the w o rk  ta k e n  over by th e  p o sta l de
p a r tm e n t. T h e  num ber o f  p o s ta l artic les delivered  in  1909-10 
w as 16,83,448. T h e  num ber o f  p o s t office sav ings b a n k  deposits 
in  1909-10 was 4,895 a n d  th e  a m o u n t deposited  w as Rs.63,300.
T h e  value o f  th e  m oney-orders issued in  th e  sam e year w as 
Rs.20,81,000 an d  o f  those p a id  Rs.6,79,000.

A cco rd in g  to  th e  Census R e p o rt (1961), there w ere one 
h ead  office, 110 b ran ch  offices a n d  32 sub-offices in  the  d istric t.
O f  th e  to ta l n u m b er o f  sub-offices, 10 Were com bined  offices 
w here b o th  p o st a n d  te leg raph  services were offered.

T elephone exchanges exist a t D in a jp u r, P h u lb ari, P an ch ag arh , Telephone 
P a rb a tip u r , S etabganj and  T h ak u rg ao n . In  1967, the re  w ere 
298 m ain  te lephone lines an d  110 ex ieasion  lines. Otoces.

T o  m ake  te lep h o n e  services availab le to  tn e  people o f  the 
d is tric t a t  large, a  num ber o f  p u b lic  ca l; offices have been 
opened . T h ere  are, a t p resen t, 19 puo iic  c a n  offices s itua ted  
a ll over th e  d is tric t. A  lis t o f  these public  call offices w ith  the

1 ̂
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nam es o f  th e ir  p a re n t exchange offices 
is given below:

P ublic  C all Offices.

to  w hich they  belong

P aren t E xchanges 
Offices.

1. A tw ari ... . . .  T hakurgaon

2. B aliadanga Do.

3. C hagaras D o.

4. R uhea ... D o.

5- T hak u rg ao n D o.

6. B iram pur ... P hu lbari,

7. Phulbari D o.

8. Birol . .. D inajpur.

9. Birganj D o .

10. C h irir  B andar D o.

11. D inajpu r D o.

12. K aharo le D o.

13. R ajganj D o.

14. H aripur ... Setabganj.

15. P irganj ... D o.

16. R an isankail D o.

17. Setabganj D o.

18. P anchagarh ... P anchagarh .

19. T etulia Do«
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IN D U S T R IE S , T R A D E  A N D  C O M M E R C E

D in a jp u r is p rim arily  an  ag ricu ltu ra l d istric t and  has n o t intrwductkm, 
m ade  g rea t strides in  industry . T he C ottage industries, such 
as silk  w eaving, p rep a ra tio n  o f  m etal articles, an d  clo th  weaving 
hard ly  exist in  th is  d istrict. H and loom  w eaving is fo und  in  a 
few villages. T here  are w eavers a t R an ib an d ar, n o rth  o f  C hirir- 
bandar, b u t the ir o u tp u t is sm all. A n  ind ication  o f  general 
ap a th y  o f  the people tow ards industry  can  be realised from  the 
fact th a t even po ts fo r gur  and  o rd inary  household  purposes 
and  cart w heels a re  m ade by  seasonal tradesm en visiting th is 
d istric t from  outside. T h e  w eaving o f  co tto n  an d  gur  m aking 
industries w ere decaying till the  tim e o f  P a rtitio n  in  1947.

T here a rc  a  few industries based o n  agriculture. T hose a  few agriculture 
engaged  in  these in d u stria l pu rsu its are paddy  buskers and  industries,
pounders, w ho are  m ostly  w om en; ea rth  cu tte rs ; fisherm en and  
■fish dealers; g ra in  an d  pulse dea lers; and  grain  parchers. There 
are b asket an d  m a t m akers, co tto n  weavers, ju te  spinners and  
ju te  w eavers and  po tte rs. Besides rice husking, w om en take  an  
im p o rtan t share in  b asket and m at m aking , g rain  dealing and 
parch ing , an d  gur  m aking .

L arge scale m anufactu ring  industry  was practically  non-existent, s lo w  r a t e  o f  

F ro m  the  beginning o f  the  second decade o f  the present cen tu ry  till industrial 
p a r titio n  o f  th e  S ub-con tinen t in 1947, th e  ra te  o f  industria l p rogress ^ '
in  th e  d is tric t h ad  n o t been significant. W ith in  the m eaning o f  th e  
F ac to ries  A ct, th e re  was only one factory , a  Ju te  press a t R aiganj, 
w orked by  pow er. T he num ber o f  w orkers was between 50 an d  100.
T here  was a  sm all ju te  press a t K hansam a. T here w ere tw o 
o i l  processing p lan ts, one a t  P u lh a t in  D ina jpu r tow n  an d  the 
o th e r  a t P a rb a tip u r, em ploying som e 10 an d  30 hands respec
tively. T here were a  few o th er oil m ills. A  candle and  pencil 
factory  was s ta rted  a t  D inajpu r. T he candles w ere o f  inferior 
C[uality. T he num ber o f  rice mills w ork ing  now  in  D ina jpu r 
is  110. These a re  m ostly  fo und  by the  side o f  railw ay sta tions,
H ili has 14. Before P artitio n , M arw ari p roprie to rs p re
d o m in a ted . M o st o f  these mills w ere sm all p lan ts, em ploying 
30 to  60 labourers w hen in  fu ll w ork  and  producing  20,000 to  
?0 ,000  m aunds o f  rice a  year in  P re-p-irtition period . W ork 
is  seasonal from  D ecem ber to  June , b u t the  season an d  the  
o u tp u t vary w ith  th e  local crop  o f  the  year. In  the  pas t,
H industan is an d  locally dom iciled “ B unas” o r  S anthal coolies 
p re-dom ina ted  am ong  th e  lab o u r force. B ut in  the  R uhea area  
lo c a l Bengalis w ere em ployed in  good num ber. ^
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Old time 
induslries.

Large scale 
industries-

Power.

T o apprecia te  th e  reasons fo r industria l backw ardness o f  
D inajpu r, one has to  view it in  the  perspective o f  th e  past. 
M r. B uchanan H am ilton ’s accoun t o f  industries d u rin g  the  
th irties  o f  the 19th century  will give us a  fair an d  com parative  
idea  in  th is respect. I ts  gist is given below.

M anufactu re  o f  cane and bam boo  p roducts , o f  c lo th , sugar 
and  indigo, o f  oil p roducts, m ilk p roducts , tobacco  and  
alcoholic  p roducts and o f  m etal p ro d u c ts , pap e r m ak ing , o rn a 
m en t m aking , leather w ork , carpentry , po tte ry , blacksm ithy,. 
bricks and  tile m aking w ere kinds o f  local industries, w hich 
engaged people including w om en in  som e cases. O ranam en ts like 
lings , m ade o l shellac w ere m ade by th e  H indus. T he S han- 
karies m ade bracelets and  churies o f  conch-sheil. G arlands, and  
artificial flowers o r  o rnam ents m ade o f  ju te  co rk  (sola) w ere 
m ade by m alakars . T here w ere 200 S hankari fam ilies an d  300 
M alak a r fam ilies in  these trades. Jhuriy dali, ku la , chaloni,.
Pinjora, Jharu, m at, and  um brella sticks w ere b am b o o  o r  cane
products m ade by  artisans, consisting o f  1,000 to  1,200 families- 
in  the  d istrict.

In  lea th e r w ork , muchies an d  chamors m ostly  o f  low  class 
H indus, and  tan n ers  an d  saddlers were engaged. O th ers  m ade 
shoes an d  lea th e r suit-cases.

Som e specialised w orkers p repared  tobacco  fo r p ipes. A no
th e r  class o f  low caste  H indus prepared  sp irituous liq u o rs . In  
R an ishankail area  o il w as p roduced  an d  p a r t  o f  i t  w as e x p o rte d .

In  carp ren try , a  good  num ber o f  persons such a s  jo iners^
cab in e t m akers, carvers o f  all k inds, p roduced  d u rab le  w ooden 
goods. O rd inary  w orkers m ade ag ricu ltu ra l im plem ents. C ar
pen ters w ho m ade houses, w ooden doo rs, shu tters , p o sts  and 
beam s, p a lan q u in , kha i, chair, sp inning-w heels, w ooden  sandals, 
an d  {kharam ) p loughs w ere well off.

Ind igo  and  p ap e r m ak ing  industry  d isappeared  la te r . I t  is. 
in te restin g  to  n o te  th a t the  p a tte rn  o f local in d u stry  has n o t 
changed  m uch  th ro u g h  th e  years.

A n  accoun t o f  large-scale industrie s, ex isting  now  in the  
d is tric t is given below.

In  p /w e r  industry , th e re  are on ly  tw o u n its  : th e  D inajpur 
E lectric  S upply, m anaged  by th e  B W A PD A  and  M . G ausia,. 
E lectric Supply a t  P arb a tip u r, a  private com pany. T he Railways, 
have th e ir  ow n electrical system  fo r R ailw ay prem ises. The 
S etabganj and  th e  T hak u rg ao n  sugar m ill prem ises a re  electrified  
by th e ir  ow n electric dynam os..
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T h e S ita b g a n j S ugar M ills L td ., a  p riva te  lim ited  com pany  Sugar Miiis. 
w as es tab lished  in  1933-34. T h e  m ill is th e  o ldest o f  i ts  kind 
in  th e  d is tric t. T h e  a n n u a l cap ac ity  o f  th e  m ill on  an  average 
fo r th e  la s t te n  years varies from  6,000 to  7,000 to n s  as ag a in st 
th e  a n tic ip a te d  10,200 to n s  a  year. T h e  p ro d u c ts  a re  sugar 
an d  m olasses T h e  a c tu a l o u tp u t d u rin g  1965-66 w as 6,390 tons, 
th e  an n u a l average fo r  th e  p rev ious fo u ry e a rs  being 7 ,100 tons.
F o r  th e  m a n u fa c tu re  o f  sugar, raw  m ateria ls, described below  
are  used. T hese a re  p a rtly  p ro cu red  locally  an d  p artly  im ported .

T h e  k ind  an d  q u a n t i ty  o f  raw  m ateria ls  consum ed in  the  
m ill in  1965-66 a re  s ta ted  below  :

Item s o f  raw  Q u an tity  used
m ateria ls . in  1965-66.

S ugarcane ... 19,85,000 m aunds.
S u lp h u r ... . ..  1,661 m aunds.
L im e ... ... ... 3,687 m au n d i.
C au stic  S oda ... ... 4,500 lbs.
S oda  W ashing  ...  ... 1,385 lbs.
F ilte r  C lo th  ...  ... 1,751 yds.
G u n n y  B ags ... ... 64,080 pieces.

T h e  su g a r p ro d u ced  is p a r tly  so ld  in  o p en  m a rk e t a n d  p a r tly  
d is trib u ted  th ro u g h  th e  G overnm en t. T here  a re  87 skilled 
la b o u re rs  a n d  574 unsk illed  labou rers w ith  407 o th e r  staff. 
76 per cen t, o f  th e  w orkers a re  in h a b ita n ts  o f  th e  d is tr ic t and  
24 p er cen t, a re  fro m  outside.

T h e  T h ak u rg ao n  S ugar M ills L td ., is a  pub lic  com pany 
un d er th e  m an ag in g  agency o f  the  B .I.D .C . I t  w as s ta rted  
in  the  year 1958 w ith  a  p ro d u c tio n  capac ity  o f 10,000 to n s  per 
ann u m . In  1965 th e  capac ity  o f  th e  m ill w as raised  to  1 5,000 
tons p er annum . S ugar is a  p rinc ipa l p ro d u c t o f  th e  m ill and  
m olasses is  th e  b y -p ro d u c t. T he o u tp u t d u rin g  th e  year 1965-66 
was 11,809 tons w hich w as less th a n  th e  capac ity  p ro d u ctio n . 
T he an n u a l average o u tp u t o f  the  prev ious fo u r years sligh tly  ex
ceeded th is  q u an tity . T he m ark e t o f  its  p ro d u c ts  is confined to  the 
d is tric ts  o f  B angladesh an d  ex p o rt o u ts id e  th e  c o u n tiy  is nil. 
T he m ill h as  450 skilled  labou re rs , 500 unsk illed  la b o u re rs  and  
450 p erm an en t em ployees. 80 per cen t, o f  th e  w orkers in  the  
m ill are in h a b ita n ts  o f  th e  d is tric t an d  th e  re s t 20 p er cent, 
com e fro m  o u ts id e  th e  d istric t.

T h e  raw  m ateria ls  co n su m p tio n  o f  th e  m ill d u rin g  1965-66 
was 1,51,297 to n s . T h e  an n u a l average o f  th e  previous fo u r years 
is a lm o st th e  same.
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T h e P an ch ag arh  S ugar M ill a t P anchagarh , is u n d er cons
tru c tio n . I t  is a  B ID C  sponsored  p ro ject.

Small iadwtries. In  th e  fo llow ing  tab le , a n  acco u n t o f  sm all in d u strie s  o f  the  
d is tric t as revealed  in  the  survey o f  Sm all In d u stries  conduc ted  
by th e  B S IC  in 1962-63 is p resen ted . T hose  es tab lishm en ts  
rep o rted  w ork ing  in  th e  year 1961 w ere in c lu d ed  a n d  th e  o th e r  
in fo rm atio n  in  th e  tab le  a lso  is fo r th e  sam e year. T h e  d a ta  
is p resen ted  u n d er 8 b ro ad  g ro u p s o f  industries. T h e  tab le  
p resen ts b o th  group-w ise a n d  industry-w ise sta tistics . T h e  figures 
re la tin g  to  th e  d is tric t as a  w hole is g iven a t the  end  o f  th e  
tab le .

N ote—F or the pu rrose o f th is survey “ small induslry” has been defin
ed as “an industrial establisi'inent o r  unit w h ch  js run m an ly  by hired 
labour and not using mechanical rnotive power for any opfrat on” , or, 
as “ an induitrial establishment or un t using mcfhanical motive power 
but does no t ■orinally employ more than 50 work men and whose land, 
building and macfainary do not exceed Rs.2,50,000 in value in either cases” .
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b T 'Ô  \cT cd̂  fd

•- - - -- OO O' -«TĵN© PO <N 0©
oo' '  fd m •-' —

^  —
(N^O^
—^ fN
0 \  o i  
r~'' -rj-’ 
r s  0 \  
pW

Os «o 'O o  00 ir> 
'*5’ •*4' '©  —  >0

oo 00 < s <^^oo
<> r i  oo oT  "O —" •<d’— fpj O  00

fS  ^  c s  
cn

< N m '0iO -^0\r^O '<N  — m os — pp| ro'^<N 
f n  (N •—<

s
•wo

o
o

b

"B
B
«q

OJD

— fSO ^& O O O O O  o o o o O '» tP ^ O ‘<^0 o o c i^ f < ^ r - —<v£}0
— fS  PS oTt (N oo PP̂ —
—̂  r d  ̂
PS —

\0 00

v £ jso rS '© '^ O v ^ Q inOOcoO'>OooOO'©r-.SOO'3' O —
^  •—< ir> o \ tj- s© m PN —>
vd rd  Tt' «(S

O  0 0  O ' PS VO ■ — pp' fp»

O' pp̂ —— oo m

B  V
• -  ^  u  ^  0J>*^

=  2 g  C .-B  C «a• -  r"! == «  o  «s- :b  4>- - 2 r t C
5  B >s CQ tt . ’̂ r r  u.,4) u. *«*4, o  «  ‘t ;  3  , aj

Q j - — ^ B B 5̂ a >

Q iO O

so
V©

S©

O'
fp>0 \̂
wdPS
>0
r«-

2

rd

O'
00O'
© 'o
r-'*'
m

2
rS^
'■o
O

o
H

CJ

s
•oo

-ooo

b
es

i
s
B

CQ

4>s
B

u

pd

c^POO'

PS

m
r-

o
©
pp>

PS

s
u

• ooo

©

o
©
©

Emu
4>
u

s« o  o
« oo'

u
3

■73
O

E
<u

U

o  o«n PS 
©

oc

©  ©
©

ws
•ooL>

o
«  r -  *5 00
S

E  _
• o  2B
«

V 
©
■ES ©  ro 
SB '

4)xs
a
o
n3

rsp n -'0 'P ^ © r^o o o '

V3

B r><D 2

3! 4> O - o  
O 23

b  X

PS pp»

PO
©

PS

o
PS
ps'0\

PS
©

o
r~
00

o

ps '
O '

B
0



152 DINAJPUR DISTRICT GAZETTEER Ch, VIII

V3
•o a
o
0*0
ooV

u
CO
4>

u~. 3 0>
OT3 o.
S

P 3
tx_B &B

> M

<». C

o 'C T 3o o u CO
B s >u

4J
B £ 3 CU
>

CO
Cc.

3
(x

■s

c  u a .
= O.E

a  

o  c

^  i s . s

VO

V

•O a
X ._.

o s
</)

3 >—■ > c

o  a
Z  =>

4>
J3 . 

>> 
c_ ^
O  «5 3
«  "O S c
c5

2

• o  
55 Z

r» oo — O <N r~ o  <» ov r-
<N >o vo' •*?■ fO o

fN r-j 00 r -  ov os

O  o  <o 00 o  o  so r-^r-so r-j 
Os^r-'rK'

MIx

$
_  I/s o  OO oo «  (N o
■stjix r- o  O r-j^  CO VC MD 
_  fN —
4>

M
.6
k-

g
'£b
St

o  ^oo — 
O  O s 
s c '£>^  (N

<NC-'Os
COso

Oo
fSf*S

Tj- CS r-

O  — ■ Os o o  o o oo
—  so —  o Tj- ''T r» csso vs -^-x so r~- t"- OS
so' cs' o  — ' so' so' oo'

00 so —X XX os
cs' cs

o  o  o  o0 ^ < N

o  oO sn m VS

■ 'TO
' c

J=CO . ^  
■ y 
5

.O
Ofl Cl

o

Scx, O
a> o 

Cu wij :s
fc- oj>.£ S 
<L> g  u  O

. «  o -̂̂

b  M 
d
S3 'H 

c
•S 5
H H

o

_rt

u

S  '/'s 
?2

k.
fiN

<u&a
&.
*3 e
« ^

oo

0>&.ei
a.

«o SO 00 Os

occ
'B
B

5

o
o

CD

ofS

Tj- oe o  o«/l O  cn 
SC

OO c "  00fS r j  f*s 00

oo sn O f" CN — O 00^0 Tf
o '  CO wT 00c  — c

O ' sC  c s  O  CO r-.

<s so o  oo f*Svs r-x fx. ^ osTf 00̂ vs
p-' so'os oo' Tf'r - r - — cs CS_̂
r^' XX fvf

■rrCN

o

•os
OS

U

o
V )

■
O S

— o  sn o  so ® o  1/1 cs 
•— o  >/s t~- 
a  O  C  i/T so ft; cs «/s oc
o _rOJ
EUiaja

C.
"- fN — «/l

U

o
_ >v O »- «

X  Cu

I— c s  Ti
c s  rs | (N CN

C
H

_ r a

U

0 0  O  so so t"  r~ cn ^  
'c'TtT o 'O'.—• —

vs Tj- O  — vscs O 'If oo csTt O  s o  - X oo
o' oo' O s p x '
O S .  —’ fS '3 -

Tt o  r-t-' O IT)o  —•
oo«cj

O (N CS — CS

f -OO
Tf
cs'Os
VS

r-fSr-'
o 'Tf
O s
CO

■A
£
BUhcn

o
V

g •oVho_o
B
B

<S0B
>>'d

*o oB ro.

o
H

—

U

o
H

a

C3
X D iP

«n so C- <s CS oi



Ch. VIH INDUSTRIES, TRADE AND COMMERCE 153

D inajpu r d is tric t w ith  371 sm all industria l units has 0-14  
un it per square  m ile ; w ith 3,918 w orkers em ployed (in all the 
u n its ), th e  num ber o f  w orker em ployed in  each  un it on  an 
-average is 10-5 an d  the  num ber o f  w orker per 1,000 popu la
t io n  in  th e  d istric t is 2 -22  only. T h e  value o f  fixed investm ent
p e r  w orker is R s .2 ,285-47 ; the  value o f  investm ent in  m achinery 
p er u n it is R s. 11,178*35 and th e  value o f  p er un it consum ption 
o f  raw  m ateria ls  is R s. 1,31,692-19.

I n  the  g roup  o f  A griculture an d  F o o d  p roducts , 9 types o f 
industries (stated  in  th e  above table) have a  to ta l o f  233 units.
T h e  average p er un it value o f  fixed investm ent is R s. 33,503; 
th a t o f  investm ent in  m achinery  is R s. 15,909; th a t o f  raw  m ate
rials consum ed is R s. 2,03,974 and  th a t o f  goods p roduced  is 
R s. 2,43,629. T he num ber o f  w orkers em ployed in  each u n it o f  
industry  on  a n  average is 13.

In  the  n ex t g roup  the  n u m b er o f  w ooden  fu rn itu re  industry
is 23. T he average p er un it value o f  fixed investm ent is
R s. 3 ,639; th a t o f  investm ent in m achinery is R s.928; th a t o f  raw  
m ateria ls  used is R s. 9,432 an d  th a t o f  goods p roduced  is 
R s. 13,640. T h e  num ber o f  w orkers em ployed in  each u n it on 
an  average is 7.

In  the  g roup  o f  L eather, R u b b e r an d  P lastic p roducts , the  
foo tw ear an d  the  hides and  sk in  industry  has a  to ta l o f  13
un its . T h e  average per u n it value o f  fixed inves m en t is
R s.7,077; th a t o f  investm ent in  m achinery is R s. 451; th a t o f  raw 
m ateria ls  consum ed is R s. 7,098 and  th a t o f  goods produced 
is R s .  16,896. T h e  num ber o f  w orkers em ployed in  each u n ito n  
a n  average is 5.

In  the g roup  o f  m etal w orks, the 6 types o f  industries (stated  
in  th e  above tab le) have a  to ta l o f  44 units. T he average per 
u n it value o f  fixed investm ent is R s. 12,872; th a t o f  inves m ent 
in  m achinery  is R s. 6 ,057; th a t o f  raw  m aterials consum ed is 
R s . 8,972, and  th a t o f  goods p roduced  is R s. 17,363. T he num 
b e r  o f  w orkers em ployed in  each u n it on a n  average is 7.

In  the  g roup  o f  P harm aceutical, C hem ical and  C osm etic
industries, th e  4 types o f  industries (stated  in  above table) have 
a  to ta l o f  9 units. T he average per un it value o f  fixed invest
m en t is R s. 30,896; th a t o f  investm ent in  m achinery is Rs.
10,936; th a t o f  raw  m aterials consum ed is Rs. 54,963 an d  th a t 
o f  goods p roduced  is R s. 86,272. T he num ber o f  w orkers 
■employed in each u n it on  an  average is 14.
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In  the group  o f  Textiles, the three types o f  industries (sta ted  
in  the  above table) have a  to ta l o f  44 units. T he average per 
u n it value o f  fixed investm ent is R s. 97,645; th a t o f  investm ent 
in  m achinery  is R s. 1,087; th a t o f  raw  m aterials consum ed is 
R s. 2,72 1 an d  th a t o f  goods p roduced  is R s. 9,650. T he num ber 
o f  w orkers em ployed in  each u n it on  an  average is 5.

C»tt«se C ottage industry  plays a  v ital ro le  in  the  ru ra l econom y o f
Industries- ag ricu ltu ral d istric t like D ina jpu r w here, in  th e  off-season

people can  norm ally  engage them selves in  such w ork. T ra d i
tio n a l hand icrafts  o f  national im portance an d  heritage m ostly  
exist as cottage industries. N o tab le  am ong them  are  the  co ttage 
un its  p ro d u cin g  po tte ry , Iiandloom  p ro d u cts  and  cane a n d  
bam boo  p roducts. B oth  m ales and  fem ales w ork  in  co ttag e  
industries.

A  survey o f  cottage industries undertaken  by  the  B S IC  in  
1962 show s th a t there a re  7,987 un its  o f  co ttage industries in  
D inajpu r. Biri m anufacturing  (which is now  alm ost non-existent 
due to  w ant o f  Biri leaf produced  in  Ind ia), and  p addy  husk ing  
at hom e are n o t included in  th is account. C ottage industria l 
units w h ich  were in  opera tion  in  the  year 1962 were included 
in  th e  survey, while those w hich were established in  the  sam e 
year an d  s ta rted  the ir p roduction  afterw ards were excluded. The 
Survey w as conducted under 8 b ro ad  sectors an d  different 
industries according to  the ir k ind  o f  p roducts w ere included 
under each sector. The tab le  below  presents b o th  industry-w ise 
an d  sector-w ise figures on  various heads. T he figures re la ting  
to  th e  d istric t as a  w hole, are given a t the  last line o f  the  tab le .

N o ie —FoT the purpose of this survey, “ Cottage Industry” has been 
defined as ‘‘an industry which is carried on wholly or mainU by the 
fuembers o f a family eitther as a  wholetime o r as a part-time occupation” .
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D in a jp u r d istric t w ith  7,987 co ttage  industries has 3 • 1 un its  
per square  m ile; w ith  26,501 w orkers em ployed (in all the units), 
th e  num ber o f  w orker em ployed in  each  u n it on  an  average is 
3*5 an d  the  num ber o f  w orkers per 1,000 p o p u la tio n  in  the  
d istric t is 15-5. T h e  value o f p roduction  p er w orker is 
R s. 1,037-4 an d  th e  value o f  fixed investm ent per w orker is 
R s.123-5 .

A  b r ie f  acco u n t o f  the  m ajo r local co ttage  industries is Description of 
given, below . important Cot-
® tage Small In 

dustries.

T h e num ber o f  p ro fessional w eavers is very sm all. F ew  o f  Weaving, 
them  are  entirely dependen t on  w eaving fo r  th e ir  liveli
hood . A  k ind  o f  coarse clo th  {phota), o f  ju te  and  co tto n  
m ixed is m anufac tu red  fo r hom e consum ption . W om en o f  th e  
cu ltivating  classes com m only  w ear clothes o f  this type. T he 
pro fessional w eavers a re  b o th  H indus an d  M uslim s. T h e  p rin 
cipal p ro d u c t is a  coarse b u t lasting co tto n  c lo th , m ade w ith 
im p o rted  y a rn , little  superio r to  'photo ' an d  in ferio r to  im ported  
fo reign  c lo th . T here  is little  dem and  fo r  such c lo th  now .
T he p rincipal w eaving centres a re  a t B aliadangi, C h irirb an d ar and  
I ta h a r  w here clo th  o f  finer quality  is w oven fo r use as m osquito  
ne t ii g. T h e  loom  in use is o ld  hand loom . N o  serious a ttem p t 
h as  been  m ade to  im prove th e  m ethods o f  weaving. As agricu ltu re 
is found  to  be m o re  lucrative now , peop le’s in terest in  weaving 
has declined.

T h e  Swadeshi M ovem ent fo r the encouragem ent o f  indigenous 
industry  was never active in  D inajpur, as the  iiid genous clo th , 
was n o t p o p u la r  am ongst th e  people.

T here  a re  several stages in  the  process o f  co tto n  th rea d  Cotton thread' 
m anufactu ring , e.g ., the  w om en free the  co tto n  from  th e  seed 
b y  th e  usual hand  m achine and  then  they  bea t it  w ith th e  bow , 
and  sp in  it  w ith  a  sm all wheel th a t is tu rned  by the  hand . All 
the  im plem ents a re  extrem ely crude. T he p rep ara tio n  o f  co tto n  
th rea d  is a  p rincipal m anufactu re , and  occupies the  leisure 
h o u rs  o f th e  m ajo rity  o f  the  farm er’s wives. Before P a  tiiio n  
(1947’ even the  w om en o f  the  B rahm ins em ployed them selves 
in  th is  industry .

T h e  m anufactu re  o f  gur  from  sugarcane is carried on  a n  Gur manufactur- 
extensive scale, a lm ost th ro u g h o u t the d istric t. T he crushing 
o f  th e  cane and  bo iling  o f  the ju ice to  m ake the gur arc done 
by  the  cu ltiva to rs them selves. T he w ooden crushers form erly 
used fo r crush ing  the  cane have been entirely given u p . Iro n  
crushers a re  now  used  fo r crushing th e  cane. T h e  cu ltiva to rs 
h ire  them  in  the  crush ing  season. These a re  generally 3-roller



I 58 D IN  A J PUR DISTRICT GAZETTEER Ch. VIII

M at aud ba.ske(, 
makiag.

Rice busking,.

m achine?. In  a  few cases 2-roller m achines a re  fo und  in  use. A  
grea ter quan tity  o f  ju ice can  be ex tracted  by  th e  u se  o f  the 
the  form er. T h e  ju ice com es to  ab o u t 60 p er cent, o f  th e  w eight 
o f  th e  cane. T h e  u sual p rac tice is fo r several fam ilies to  com 
bine to  h ire  a  m achine together. I t  reduces th e  co s t an d  en
sures a  sufficient supply  o f  cane to  keep the  m achine fully 
em ployed. I t  is w orked  by  a  pa ir o f  bu llocks, w alk ing  in  
circle. T h e  ju ic e  is boiled in  big shallow  iro n  pans, th e  refuse 
o f  the  cane, afte r it  has been squeezed dry, being used  as fuel. 
T he finished p ro d u c t is a  d a rk  b row n, th ic k  k ind  w hich is 
p o u red  in to  ea rthen  ja rs , w here it  is allow ed to  solidify. M o st 
o f  the  gur  is consum ed locally. T his k ind  o f  raw  sugar is a  
significant article  o f  diet am ongst the  people o f  the  d istric t, an d  
is largely consum ed in  th e  fo rm  o f  sw eetm eats. I t  is m ade  
o n  a  com m erical scale in  Birganj an d  P irganj th a n as , an d  is 
exported  to  F arid p u r, D acca an d  o ther d istric ts o f  B angl desh 
by b o a t and  to  R ajshahi by cart.

T he m ats an d  baskets, in  general use, a ll over the  district
a re  m ostly  m ade by  D orns an d  in  som e cases by a  few San- 
thals. T he k ind  o f  m atting  know n as c/iaiai used fo r  w all, 
ceilings, floors o f  houses, com pound  fences, b o a t ro o f  an d  cart 
covers is  m ade o f  lengths o f  split bam boo  w oven crosswise. 
I t  is cheap  an d  serviceable. Baskets arc m ade o f  split bam boo . 
C ane is som etim es used fo r finer w ork . I t  is o f  m any  kinds, 
and  veiy  useful a s  a  daily  necessity. F o r  different use, different 
k inds are  used  such  as for ca riy ing  ea rth  o r m anure , fru its and 
vegetables fo r w ashing rice, etc. T he finest exam ples o f  the  
w orks o f  D om s are  the large closely woven baskets used fo r  
sto ring  g ram , an d  the  hem ispherical baskets o f  different sizes, 
called the  dons universally used as g ra in  m easures. Sm all 
stools (mora) an d  ea rth  covers (chhai) o f  m atting  and  bam boo 
are  also m ade by  these people. In  R an ishankail th a n a  grass 
m atting  is m ade on  a  considerable scale fo r sale. Jhuri, Dala, 
Kulu, C hcloni an d  Pinjora, a re  som e o f  the  com m on bam boo  
p ro d u cts  in  dom estic  use.

R ice husk ing  was a t one tim e a  fairly  im p o rta n t co ttage 
industry , w hen large quan tities o f  cleared rice w ere p repared  
by  local g rain  dealers a t the p rincipal g ra in  m arts  fo r export 
elsewhere. The m ethods o f  husk ing  em ployed is prim itive 
fo und  in  every cu ltiva to r’s household , in  w hich dhenki o r  
pounder, a  heavy w ooden b eam , w orked w ith  foo t, p lays an  
im p o rta n t p a r t. T h is m ethod  is to o  fam iliar to  need descrip
tio n . T he w orkers are w om en. The system  is crude , tedious, 
an d  expensive, an d  the  rice p roduced  is by  no  m eans free from  
im purities. T he paddy  is som etim es bo iled  before husk ing  and
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som etim es sim ply d ried  in  the  sun. The tim e ta k en  for a 
person  to  hu sk  a  m aund  o f  rice is ab o u t 2 hours,. O f late, 
th is  industry  has greatly  declined in im portance, as now-a- 
days rice is m ost com m only  exported  unhusked. T he old m ethod  
o f  husk ing  w ith dhenki is falling in  d isfavour due to  the arrival 
an d  in tro d u c iio n  o f  husk ing  m achines. H usking  th rough  m achine 
is done m uch  cheaper.

T he follow ing m ino r industries a rc  briefly  m entioned here.

A  good deal o f  coarse gunny clo th  is w oven from  ju te  o ther industry, 
in  B aliadangi an d  A tw ari thanas. F orm erly  these w ere export- 
•ed to  C alcu tta  in  th e  fo rm  o f  bags. E arthenw are utensils 
o f  various k inds and  well-rings a re  m anufactu red  by po tte rs  
fo r  local use. T here  is little beauty  o r finish ab o u t these 
w ares  an d  no  expo rt trad e  exists in  them . A; ricu ltu ra l 
im plem ents, cook ing  untensils, too ls an d  o th er articles used 
in  various hand icrafts  a ie  m anufactu red  by b lacksm ith  to  be 
fo und  in  every large village. Silk cocoons are  reared  on  a 
very  sm all scale in  Birganj and  K h an sam a areas. T he clo th  
w oven  from  these is o f  to le rab le  quality  b u t there is no  trad e  
in  th is m ateria l.

T he earliest reference to  the prevalence o f  bank ing  system  in th e  History of 
•district is in  th e  adm in istra tion  o f  th e  d istric t when M r. G eorge ba^kfng.'** 
H a tc h  in  th e  y ear 1787 was the  C ollector o f  the  d istric t under the 
E as t In d ia  C om pany. It appears th a t it was the  practice to  transm it 
su m s o f  m oney on  G overnm ent account from  D in a jp u r to  M ursh ida- 
b ad  and  o lh er places by m eans o f  hundis issued by private  
b ankers  sta tioned  a t  the  p laces w here the  am ounts w ere sent.
T h e  ra te  o f  d is c o in t  was 3 p e r cent. These bankers were know n 
as ‘shrcffs .’ T h e  fa c t th a t these bankers transacted  business 
fo r  the  G ovcrnm cni o f  the  day  naturally  leads to  the  conclu
sion  th a t p rivate  bank ing  was well established a t th a t tim e.
These bankers m u st have provided cap ita l fo r th e  trad e  in 
various com m odities exported  from  the  d istric t and im ported  
in to  it. F ro m  an  account o f  M r. B uchanan  H am ilton  we com e 
to  know  o f  th e  b an k in g  system  o f  h is tim e (1833) as existing 
in  the  d istric t. T h e  gist is given below.

The bankers w ere confined to  th e  m ain  tow n, w here there 
w ere seven houses, w hose p rincipal business consisted o f  granting  
bills o f  exchange fo r m oney. They w ere cheifly em ployed 
b y  the  land lo rds in  keeping accounts o f  the ir rents, in  paying 
revenue and  in  rem itting  surplus. T he m oney w hich was 
necessary fo r purchasing  the exports was thain ly  sent th rough
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Modern
Banking.

these houses. Bills were never d iscoun ted  by these b an k e r^  
b u t they  occasionally  lent m oney to  th e  landho lders in  need 
o f  m oney. They charged one per cen t a  m o n th  as in terest. 
T he trad e rs  were financed m ostly by the  saudagars an d  m aha-  
jans. T he form er d id  business w ith a  large cap ita l an d  ow ned 
vessels for tra n sp o rt o f  m erchandise, while the la tte r  h ad  m ode
ra te  cap ita l o f  R s.2,000 to  25,000  and  h ired  vessels as 
occasions dem anded . T here  was a  very rich  m erchan t fam ily 
to  w hich belonged the well know n b an k e r B aidya N a th  
M ondal w ho had  transactions w ith  tw o very rich  houses o f  
P a tn a  an d  B urdw an. T here were seven rich  bankers called 
Kuthiwala.s in  M nrsh idabad  w ith their agents a t  im p o rta n t 
p laces; they were all o f  the  swal sect som e o f  w hom  settled 
in D inajpur. They im ported  E u ropean  v.oollens, pepper^ 
spices, co tto n  shaw ls, m etal an d  hardw are an d  exported  ginger 
and  tu rm eric  b u t the ir p rincipal business was “ g ran ting  bills 
o f  exchange for m oney” . D uring  th e  M uslim  ru le, th e  revenue 
collected from  th e  Z am inders a t various places was usually  
rem itted  to  M u ish id ab ad  th rough  these bankers.

A  m ajo rity  o f  people o f  the d istric t w ho include m ostly  
ru ra l people, a re  n o t yet quite bank ing  m inded. However^ 
com m ercial banking  is expanding  in the d istrict. C om m ercial 
banks have been set up  even in  the  in te rio r, in  sm all s ta tions 
o f  the  d istric t. T his is due to  general im petus o f  developm ent 
in all spheres o f  life. M ost o f  these banks are b ranches o f  
la rger banks, the ir head offices being in  D acca o r K arach i,

Before P a r  iti^n , in  1946, th e  num ber o f  non-scheduled 
banks was 9. T his num ber declined to  6 in  1947. In  th e  
d istric t, a t p resen t there a re  26 b ranch  banks o f  10 Scheduled 
banks. T here a rc  also tw o non-scheduled banks in the  d istric t. 
In  the  list below  th e  nam es an d  location  o f  b an k s  are g iven .

SI. N o . N am e o f  th e  ban k . N am e o f  th e  place.

Scliedllicd Bank 
branches up to 
Jane, 1969.

1 A gricultural D evelopm ent B ank o f  B angladesh D in ajp u r,
2 A ustra lasia  B ank L td . . .  . .  Do.
3 C om m erce B ank L td . . .  . .  Do*
4 E astern  M ercantile B ank  L td . . .  D o .
5 E astern  Banking C o rp o ra tio n  L td . . .  D o .
6 Muslim C om m ercial B ank L td . . .  D o ,
7 D itto  . .  . .  SetabganJ.
8 N ational B ank o f  B angladesh . .  D inaipur.
9  D itto  . .  . .  . .  T h ak u rg ao n .

10 D itto  . .  . .  . .  P a rb a tip u r.
11 D itto  . .  . .  . .  P achagarh .
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SI. N o . N am e o f  th e  b an k . N am e o f  the  place.

12 N a tio n a l B ank  o f  B angladesh Birganj.
13 D itto  . . Pirganj.
14 D itto  . . . .  Setabganj.
15 H ab ib  B ank Ltd. D inajpur.
16 D itto  . . T haku rgaon .
17 D itto  . . Panchagarh .
IS D itto  . . P arbatipu r.
19 D itto  . . Setabganj Sugar 

M ills, D inajpu r.
20 D itto  . . Phulbari.
21 U n ited  B ank  L td . P arbatipu r.
22 D itto . . . T hakurgaon .
23 D itto  . . C harka i.
24 D itto  . . . .  D inajpur.
25 D itto  . . C hirir B andar.
26 S tandard  B ank Ltd. D inajpur.

I D in a jp u r Industria l B ank  Ltd. D inajpur.
2 D in a jp u r T rad ing  an d  B anking C o ., L td. Do.

161

Non-schedueff 
Banks up to June 
1969.

T he d istric t being p rim arily  agricu ltu ral, im ports an d  exports Trade and Com
a re  confined m ostly  to  agricu ltural com m odities. D inajpur as a 
su rp lus d istric t, is an  im p o rtan t exporter o f  rice. T h e  chief
articles o f  trad e  are  rice and ju te . Fairly  accurate figures are
availab le fo r  ju te , w hich is exported  a lm ost entirely by rail. A s 
regards rice, th e  tra d e  is partly  carried  by rivers in  country  
boats. T his escapes reg istration .

* Independence, D ina jpu r d istric t had  a  surplus o f  rice  Rice Trade, 
available fo r export betw een 20  to  30 lakh  m aunds annually , 
w hich was ab o u t one-fou rth  o f  her to ta l ri<^ p roduction .
E x p o rt o f  rice to  o th er p a rts  o f  E a s t P ak istan  takes place
m ainly th rough  ra il a n d  ro a d  and  to  som e extent by  boat.
Because o f  ra il a n d  ro a d  tra n sp o rt, rice m ovem ent takes place 
th ro u g h o u t the  year, a lth o u g h  a  study m ade in  1951 indicated 
th e  m ovem ent betw een th e  m o n th s  o f  M ay an d  A ugust as slightly 
m ore th a n  in  o th e r m onths. T he godow n capacity  o f  the rice 
m ills in  th e  d is tric t in  1951 w as a b o u t 10 la k h  m aunds, w hich 
th e n  was th e  h ighest o f  all the  d istric ts in  East Pak istan . Before 
Independence , D ina jpu r rice was expo rted  to  B ihar and  o th er 
p a rts  o f  In d ia . In  1951, rice from  th is d istric t was exporied  by R a il
w ay m ainly to  K u sh tia , R an g p u r, K h u ln a , F arid p u r, M ym ensingh 
an d  D acca d istricts. A t th a t tim e the  d istric t had  a  net w ork

• 'M arketing  o f Rice in East Pakistan’ by A. FarOukCPh. D . thesis 
Dacca Universijy, 1954, unpublished).

11
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o f  106 *hats' o r  period ic village m arkets, m ostly  held tw ice a  
w eek. T h e  to ta l assem blage o f  rice o n  a  m arket day  in all 
these ‘ha ts ' was ab o u t 25 th o u san d  m aunds, o f  w hich four-fifths 
w as in  the  form  o f  paddy  an d  the  rest w as in  the  fo rm  o f  
rice. 95 per cent o f  the  rice assem bled in  D in a jp u r m arkets was 
parbo iled  a n d  a  very sm all p o rtio n  only w as unbo iled .’'

T he b u lk  o f  th e  trad e  is by  ra il, b u t trad e  by b o a t is still 
considerable. The principal trad e  in iice  is carried  o n  a t  
P u lh a t areas an d  a t several centres in  the  so u th ; in b o th  the 
sites there exist several large g rain  g o h s .  M o st o f  them  are 
situated  o n  th e  ban k s o f  the  rivers. These m arts  a re  called 
band..rs the  orig inal m eaning  o f  w hich is p o rt. T his indicates 
th a t  in  early days centres o f  trad e  were situated  o n  rivers 
the  A tra i, th e  P u n a rb h a t and  th e  K o ro tea , w ate r tran sp o rt 
being the  only  im portance m eans o f  com m unication . These
m arts  expo rt rice sou thw ard  by b o a t, as well as by ra il to  the  
nearest Railway sta tions. T he trad e  in  paddy  is handled  
by  sm all opera to rs an d  m iddlem en. Som e o f  these m iddle
m en purchase the su rp lu s stock  o f  villagers in  the  villages, 
an d  sell th e ir  purchase a t the  h a ts 'o v  m arke ts in  th e  d istric t 
to  bigger opera to rs . Som e o f  these bigger op era to rs  either
them selves expo rt th e  com m odities o r sell them  to  big
financiers w ho arrange expo rt in  bu lk . T o  ensure regular 
supply  o f  the  com m odities, it  is no t uncom m on on the  p a rt 
o f  businessm en to  advance som e m oney to  th e  agents o r  
grow ers.

Jute trade. K hansam a, R uhea, S ibganj and  L ah irih a t are th e  p rincipal
m arts  from  w hich ju te  is exported . A  certain  p o rtio n  o f
the  bales from  K hansam a are  m achine m ade. E lsewhere all 
the  baling is done by hand  o r  by  sim ple hand  w orked presses. 
T he Ju te  is collected in the  villages by  beparies o r m iddlem en, 
w ho again  sell it to  the m ah(jans  a t the  collecting centres.
F ro m  K h an sam a ju te  is carried by cart to  N ilpham ari and
D an v an i R ailw ay sta tions. It is sent to  N arayangan j, D acca , 
G a ib a n d h a , C h ittagong  and  C halna ports .

Paddy trade and Beyond th e  ra il side or river side localities there is n o
types of market d istinct m erchan t class. T he paddy  an d  ju te  trad e  in  the
fuactionaries. . . .  . , , . . .

in te rio r is ea rn ed  on  by the  Jo tedar-cu ltiva to r class w ho deal
on  very sm all m argins, and  usually in  very sm all quantities. 
Som etim es, a  dalal from  a m ill m ay be found buying paddy 
d irect in  a  hat, b u t such is unusual. T here  is  a  surprising  
know ledge o f  prevailing prices o f  com m odities a t  d ilferent 
places am o n g  the  intelligent jo ted ars  o f  D in a jp u r in  the sou th 
east side. T he boatm en an d  agents from  o th e r  districts w ho
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com e u p  the  rivers buy o r  ho ld  back as the  price fluctuates.
T he g rea ter p a r t  o f  the p addy  has been sold by ac tua l culti
v a to rs  by the  m o n th  of Bai:ihakh. F rom  M<gh  to  Baishakh  all 
hais  an d  banders a re  full o f  paddy. Big business is done by 
big dealers, w ho are concerned w ith  export trade. Ju te  is 
m ostly  sold betw een Bhadra and  K artick. T here are innum er- 
rab le  ‘m udis’ o r  sm all shopkeepers w ho are m ainly engaged in  
re ta il trad e  an d  a re  fo und  in  every nook  an d  co rner o f  the  
d is tric t.

M u stard  seed is exported  by  road  an d  rail. Chillies are Trade in other 
exported  to  the  eastern  d istricts. O ther item s o f  exports ‘Commodities, 
besides, rice an d  ju te  a re  po ta toes, chillies, betel leaves, poultry , 
cattle, m angoes, lichies, an d  eggs. The exports o f  these, how ever, 
are n o t qu ite  certain . These except m angoes an d  lichies are 
m ostly  consum ed w ith in  th e  d istric t. But in favourable years 
if  there be surp lus, these are  exported . Sait is an im portan t 
item  o f  im port. O ther noticeable im ports  a re  kerosene oil, 
refined sugar, gur, piece goods, etc.

T o  apprecia te  the  change in the com position , volum e Trade and 
an d  d irection  o f  trad e  and  com m erce a t present, it  will be 
relevant to  p u t an  acco u n t o f  the  past in  th is regard . Buchanan 
H am ilton  w ro te i i 1833 ab o u t m ovem ent o f  paddy , m ustard  
Seed, oils, bete l-nu t, cocoanu t, ginger, sugar, co tto n  clo ths and 
ind igo , etc., in  the d istric t and  from  different sta tions o f  the 
d istric t to  o th e r  d istricts.

T he m ustard  seed was im ported  from  R angpur, the  oil 
was sent to  M ursh idabad  and  N arayangan j. M ost o f  the 
be te lnu t cam e from  th e  sou thern  d istric ts o f B angladesh, b u t 
a  large p ro p o rtio n  a lso  cam e from  the R angpur d istrict. The 
co co an u t was im p o rted  from  D acca and  K ushtia , T obacco was 
n o t raised in  a  q u an tity  sufficient to  m ct the  dem and  o f  
th e  d istric t, yet a  little was exported . The reason  w as, th a t 
th e  com m odity  was very  cheap in  the n o rth e rn  parts  o fR an g p tir , 
and  cam e to  th is  d istric t in  such quantities, as to  allow  export.
G inger an d  o th e r seasonings such as tu rm eric , capsicum , 
on ions and  garlic w ere exported . M ost o f  the  salt th a t was 
consum ed in  th is  d is tric t cam e from  N arayangan j, w hich was 
th e  ch ief m a rt fo r th e  C h ittagong  salt. T he bam boo  an d  
bam boo  m ats were chiefly exported . A  little o f  fine co tton , 
w hich was grow n in the  sou th-eastern  p a rt o f  th is  d istric t was 
sent to  N ato re . T h e  raw  silk m entioned as an  article  o f  expo rt 
was entirely  the  p roduce o f  the  sou th -eastern  p a rt o f  the 
d istric t an d  was exported  to  R angpur. Sugar o r ex tract 
o f  sugar-cane, i.e., m olasses was sent to  N arayangan j. These
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w ere m ostly  exported  by the  m anufacturers. F rom  all these 
it w ould  appear, th a t the chief in ter-course, w hich th is  district 
h as  in  com m erce is w ith  N arayanganj.

Trade during *The volum e o f  exports an d  im ports hundred  years later
1936-39. d u rin g  1936-39 was different and  the district had  a n ; t  surplus

o f  rice, paddy  an d  ju te  and  a  net deficit o f  g ram , pu lse and  
basic necessaries such as kerosene oil, m ustard  seeds, etc.

T h e  figures supplied by the E ast Beijgal Railw ay as con
ta ined  in  th e  F inal R epo rt o n  the  Survey and  Settlem ent ope
ra tions in  D inajpur D istric t (1934-40) shows th a t in  1936-37, 
th e  d istric t exported , 2,42,809 m aunds o f  p addy  an d  19,63,869 
m aunds o f  rice, Paddy was principally  sen t from  D inajpu r 
s ta tio n  to  east o f  P arb a tip u r, an d  to  sou th  o f  H ili, and  th e  husked 
rice was sent from  all the above sta tions. T hree-fourths o f  the 
H ili rice was grow n in D ina jpu r and  paddy  grow n in D h am oir- 
h a t and  P atn ito la  (now in R ajshah i d istrict) th a n as  was sent 
to  Jay p u rh a t, Jam alganj an d  A kkelpur. Before the  in troduc tion  
o f  railw ay, paddy  was carried  o ff  dow n the rivers th e  K u lik  
a n d  the  N ag a r (flowing in to  the M ahananda), th e  P au n arb h ab a , 
an d  the  AtraL N itp u r  o n  the P u n arb h ab a , R aiganj o n  the 
K u lik , K alikam ora  on the T an g an ; Sam jhia, C handganj, 
K um argan j, P atiram  an d  R angam ati o n  the  A tra i, H ili as a 
m a rt on  th e  Jam una, and  G h o rag h a t on  the  K ara to y a , were 
the  largest exporting  stations. T he export o f  g ra in  con tinued  
do w n  the  rivers, particu larly  from  places in  the so u th  an d  w est; 
a t  a  d istance from  th e  Pailw ays. A ccording to  figures collected 
fro m  th e  dealers o f  these areas 2,00,000 m aunds o f  paddy  
a n d  50,000 m aunds o f  rice were exported  from  K an tab ari 
an d  N az irpu r dow n the  A tra i; an d  5^ to  6 lakh  m aunds o f  
T>addy from  th e  ghats on  the P u n arb h ab a  w ithin P o rsh a  and  
T ap a n  th an as to  th e  fa r  north  a t  K ard ah a . T here  w as also 
.a  big expo rt t ia d e  dow n th e  T an g an  from  such places a s  Sihol 
an d  K alikam ora. A ltogether, the  river borne p addy  export 

-am ounted to  roughly  10 lakh  m aunds in  a year.

T lie various railw ay sta tions used to  draw  p addy  grow n 
w ithin a rad ius o f  som e five m iles; b u t th e  leading export 
centres had  a  bigger pu ll. T hus H ili used to  d raw  paddy 
g row n th ro u g h o u t police-stations N aw abganj and  G h o rag h at 
a n d  aw ay w est to  B alurghat an d  even S apahan  an d  n o rth  to  
Tapan  an d  th e  S ou th  o f  K um argan j; D inajpur used to  d raw  
paddy  m ainly from  the  sou th  to  as m uch as 20 m iles away. 
Tfre p ro d u c t o f  P orsha Police-station, on the con trary , was 
m o stly  exported  by b o a t dow n the  P u n arb h ab a  an d  the  M aha- 
jia n d a .
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A ccording to  sta tistics com piled by the  E ast Bengal R ailw ay 
d u rin g  1936-39, the  d istric t in  1936-37, exported  over 12 lakh  
m aunds o f  goods. In  the follow ing tw o years, how ever, th e  
q u an tity  d ro p p ed  to  under 7 lakh  m aunds. T he ju te  c ro p  o f  
1938 was decidedly poo r in  the  no rth  o f  the  d istric t. T h e  
railw ay figures from  sta tions in  the d istric t did n o t show  
w hole o f  the d istric ts’ exports. T here w as, how ever, very 
little ex p o rt o f  ju te  by river, fo r the  sou th  o f  th e  d is tric t 
w as a t a  d istance from  the railw ays. B husir B andar, w hich 
once exported  ju te  dow n the  A tra i, has now  lost all im portance , 
because o f  the  railw ay. T h e  p rincipal ju te  exporting  s ta tio n  
was D inajpu i itself.

G ram  an d  pulses w ere used to  be exported  from  K aliyaganj, 
w hile D ina jpu r, H ili and  P arb a tip u r w ere th e  ch ief centres, 
o f  im port, th e  grain  m ainly com ing from  Bihar. K aliyagan] 
an d  R aiganj w ere the  only places exporting  any appreciable: 
quan tity  o f  oil seeds. O ther ra il exports w ere bam boo  fiar 
paper, from  the centre o f  the  d istric t, chillies from  Kaliyagatq; 
an d  D alim gaon , on ions from  D alim gaon  and  sugar and molasses- 
from  Setabganj. T here was a  big trad e  in  gur  carried  m ain ly  
by b o a t. W ith in  the  d istric t it w ent dow n to  the  P u n a rb h ab a  
from  K aharo le  fo r sale a t  G an g a ram p u r and  neighbourhood .
In  the  sou th , N az irp u r was a  great gur bandar. T he g u r  
p repared  from  local sugarcane o f  the  place was sent dow n th e  
river to  o th e r  d istric ts to  the tune o f  75,000 m aunds a  year.

T h e  R ailw ay used to  bring  in  bulk  the  com m odities requi
red  fo r o rd inary  consum ption . K erosene, sugar, clo th , sa lt, 
flour, and  hardw are o f  all so rts have to  be b rough t from  o u t
side. F o r such com m odities D ina jpu r w as the  ch ief cen tre o f  
d istribu tion , follow ed by H ili, R aiganj, P arb a tip u r and  T h ak u r- 
gaon . T he coun try  boats w hich carried  paddy  o r gur used 
to  b ring  salt, iron , boiling pans, enam elw are b u t the g rea ter 
p a r t  was b ro u g h t by rail.

In  th e  year 1968, approxim ately  4,44,046 m ds. o f  rice a n d  Rccem Export*
34,133 m ds. o f  paddy  w ere sent ou tside the  d istric t. T hese Im ^ rts  of

j  .L , , . . rice and paddy,
passed th ro u g h  th ree b ig  railw ay sta tions, viz., D inajpur, T ha-
ku rg ao n  and  P anchagarh . M ost o f  the rice which is exported
th ro u g h  these railw ay s ta tions, goes to  D acca, F aridpu r, N oakhali,
Jessore, R ajshah i, K u sh tia  an d  a  sm all p o rtio n  goes ou tside the
co u n try  th ro u g h  C halna and  C h ittagong  po rts . T he inw ard
m ovem ent o f  rice and  paddy  to  th e  extent o f  22,227 an d  1,098
m ds. respectively to  D inajpu r, T aku rgaon  and  P anchagarh  in
1968 either cam e from  the  in te rio r o f  the  d istric t itself o r from
M ym ensingh, R angpur, R ajshah i, K ishoreganj and  D acca.
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Pulses.

Other
Commodities.

D uring  1968 the  d istric ts’ export o f  ju te  was 1,45,000 m ds. 
only. T his figure was fo r the three R ailw ay s ta tions, v/z., 
D in a jp u r, T h ak u rg ao n  and Panchagarh . T he d istric t s to ta l, 
as a  w hole, w ould certain ly  exceed the above figures. The 
ou tw ard  m ovem ent o f  raw  ju te , is tow ards the ju te  m anufactu 
ring  centres o f  N arayanganj and  K h u ln a . Ju te  inflow  in the  
D in a jp u r an d  T h ak u rg ao n  sta tions was from  R uhea, Pirganj, 
M angalpu r, R ajnahar and Setabganj.

In  th e  yeai 1968 the  export o f  pulses was nil. O n the  
con trary , D ina jpu r R ailw ay S tations alone received in  the  same 
year, 11,481 m ds. o f pulses from  N a to rc , S an tahar, Isw ardi 
R ajbari. B asudebpur, K u sh tia , Sirajganj and  G o a lu n d o . Simi
larly , T hakurgaon  and P anchagarh  received 7,395 m ds. o f  
pulses from  Isw ardi and S aidpur in th e  sam e year.

Chillies green and  dry, sugarcane, cattle an d  gur  a re  a t 
p resen t exported  by the railw ays. In  the  year 1968, 12,564 
m ds. o f  p o ta to  were sent to  D acca, R angpur. Ishaw rd i, K ushtia  
an d  G aib an d h a , 20 m ds. o f  Chillies (dry) to  Setabganj, 139 
m ds. o f  S ugar to  B adarganj, K am arkhali and 200 m ds. o f
Sugarcane to  Setabganj and  a  large num ber o f  ca ttle  was
sent to  S aidpur from  D inajpur. T here is a  big trad e  in gur 
prepared  from  local sugarcane. 1,174 m aunds o f Chillies(green). 
1 120 m aunds o f  Chillies (dry) and 4,905 m aunds o f  on ion  were 
im ported  from  G oalundo , R angpur. K hu lna . D acca. Bogra,
C h an d p u r and Jo y p u rh at in the sam e year,

T he district also exported  fish, firew ood, cow -hides, m ango, 
w heal, eggs, to m a to  and  im ported  salt, kerosene oil, piece-goods, 
tobacco, p a la l, betcl-Ieavcs and  betelnuts, iron and steel m ate
rials, leather and rubber goods.

T he tab le below  shows the inw ard and ou tw ard  m ovem ents 
o f  som e o f  the  im portan t com m odities, th ro u g h  som e o f  the m ain  
railway sta tions during the year 1968.
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Trad e Ceat^es. T jie trad itio n a l Venue in  w hich all trad e  an d  com m erce 
seem to  be carried  o n  in  this d istric t are th e  bazars w here daily  
and  hats  w here m ostly  tw ice a  week, all those fro m  th e  neigh
b o u rh o o d  w ho w ish to  buy and  sell, assem ble an d  d ispose o f  
the ir com m odities re ta il an d  w holesale. A  large num ber o f  
hats  and  bazars  exist th ro u g h o u t the  d istric t. I n  m ost o f  the  
hats  a n d  bazars, business takes place fo r a  few ho u rs  beginning 
from  afte rn o o n  an d  con tinu ing  fo r 2 o r  3 h o u rs  a fte r dusk .

The m ark e t usually  consists o f  several perm an en t shops 
an d  a n  open space close to  them , w here vendors from  th e  
neighbouring villages and  pe tty  traders from  a  d istance sit to  
d ispose o f  the ir w ares. T his open  space is o ften  p rovided  
w ith  tem porary  sheds w ith  sheet-iron  over its roo fs, to  p ro tec t 
the vendors fro m  sun  and  ra in . Farias, beparies, w holesalers 
an d  retailers a re  the  functionaries o f  the  m arket. A  v isito r 
to  one o f  these m ark e t places w ill see a  large varie ty  o f  c o u n try  
produce, such  as, rice, fish, gur, tobacco , m ats, ea rth en  p o ts , 
various p rep a ra tio n s o f  m ilk  exposed fo r  sa le; co tto n , salt, 
piece goods an d  cheap  cutlery  being  heaped  u p  to  a ttra c t 
buyers. H ere th e  cultivators from  th e  su rround ing  villages, 
w hen n o t to o  busy w ith  ag ricu ltu ra l operations, m eet an d  
ta lk  ab o u t prospects o f  the  next harvest. T here are  a t p resen t 
217 m ark e ts  in  the  d istric t. T heir num ber has increased 
w ith th e  rise in  popu la tion .

A il the  hats  a re  n o t o f  the  sam e im portance . Som e arc
sm all gatherings o f  a  hun d red  people a t the  m ost, an d  only
m u sta rd  oil, few vegetables an d  a  little pan  and cheap cigarettes
are  available. A t o thers th e  gathering  is m ore th a n  th o u san d  
an d  th e  k inds and  volum e o f  com m odities d ea lt in  a re  m any  
an d  large. H ere  paddy  is bough t by  the  innum erab le  sm all 
dealers, w ho sell them  to  the  rice m ills, o r to  the m ill agen ts; 
ju te  is b o u g h t by  the  dealers from  railside, and  kerosene, 
m u sta rd  oil, clo th , um brellas, groceries, an d  the  varied articles 
a re  so ld  by  m udi shops. P addy, ju te  an d  gur, a re  ta k en  from  
d istance o f  several miles, an d  b ro u g h t by the  grow ers them 
selves, o r  by  som e en terp rising  cu ltiva to rs w ho have the 
necessary ca rt an d  m oney to  purchase  from  th e  neighbours in  
the  village. Locally m ade p o ts  arc carried  by  haw kers from  
hat to  ha t. T here  a re  m any  sm all c lo th  dealers, w ho, in  a d 
d ition  to  m ill clo th , sell th e  hand  w oven clo th  o f  K u sh tia  in  th e  
sou th -east, an d  th e  special s trong  c lo th , w oven in  th e  S an th a l 
P arganas, w hich the  Santhals still prefer. T he dealers m ay 
o ften  b e  m et o n  the ro ad  carry ing  the ir w are o n  the  b ack  o f  a  
sm all packpony.
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D etails o f  th e  com m ercial activities an d  transac tions o f  

im p o rta n t com m odities in  87 hats  in  D in a jp u r S adar subdivision 

an d  44 ha ts  in  T hak u rg ao n  subdivision, w here generally  m o re  

th a n  1,000 persons assem ble o n  a  hat day  arc  s ta ted  b e lo w :

N am eoftheA artThaoaw ise). Commodities in quantity assembled, in m aunds,on Hot days.
each hat day.

1 2 3

Under P .S . Bochaganj: 
1. Ansar Jute (150), Rice (800), Potato (75), Paddy (430), Sunday and 

Onion (50), Fowls (1,300 Nos). Wednesday.

2. Rampur Hat

3. iietabganj

4 . Mollapara

5. P u la rH at

6. Meherpur H at

Under P.S. Pbaibari;
7. Phulbari Hat

8. Khayer Bari H a t

Under P.S. Kaharole; 
9. Kaharole

10. G oreahat

11. Jainandahat

12. Bobya

Jute (100). Rice (500), Paddy (50) Potato (100),
G ur (50).

Ju te  (4,000), Rice (1,00,000). Paddy (1,00,000), 
Potato (1,000), Onion (1,500), G ur (2,0o0), 
Mustard Seed (1,000), Turmeric (150), Molasses
(15.000), Betclnut (600), Tobacco (1,000), Pulses
(20.000), Chillies (1,000), Cattle (4,500 Nqs.) 
Go&ts (2,000), Hides and Skin (25,000 Nos.), and 
Fow ls(l,000 Nos.).

Jute (75), Rice (600), Paddy (4OO), Potato (50), 
Chillies (50), Fruits (25 Nos).

Thursday and 
Sunday.

Monday
Friday.

and

Thursday, 
Saturday and 
Tuesday.

Jute (150), Rice (750), Paddy (500), Potato (75), Saturday and 
Onion (50), Chillies (50), G ur (50). Tuesday.

Jute (100), Rice (15,000),Paddy(l,500),0nion(100), Tuesday and 
Potato (100), G ur (250), ChiUie-s (100). Saturday.

Jute (1,000), Rice (25,000), Paddy (23,500), Potato Monday and 
(250), Chillies (150), Onion (250), Turmeric (50), Friday.
G ur (25). Brinial (200), Molasses (100), Mustard 
seed (2()0), Pulses (8,000), and Fowls (150 Nos).

Jute (100), Rice (1,000), Paddy (l,000),Potato(100), Saturday and 
Chillies (50), Onion (100), Turmeric (3u), G ur Thursday, 
(loo), Brinjal (100), and Fowls (50 Nos),

Jute (1,000), Rice (5,000), Paddy (10,000), Potato Saturday and' 
(250), Onion (150), G ur (5,000), Betelnut (150), Thursday-
Brinjal (500), Pulses (5,000), Fowls (100 Nos),
G oat (2,500 Nos).

Jute (500), Rice (5.000), Paddy (10,000). Potato 'Wednesday 
(250), Chillies (200), Pulses (5,000), Onion (150), and Sunday 
C attle head (2,000 Nos.)) G oat (l,5(X)Nos).

R k e  (1,500), Paddy (1,000), Jute (350), (Onion 100), Wednesday 
G ur (100), Potato (250), Chillies (100), Brinjal and Sunday. 
(250). Jute (150).

Jute (150), Rice (800), Paddy (500), Onion (50), Thursday and 
Potato (100), Chillies (100), Brinjal (200), G ur Monday.
( 100).



170 DINAJ PUR DISTRICT GAZETTEER Ch. VIII

Name o f  h a /  (Thanawise).

1

Commodjties in quantity assembled, in maunds, 
on each hat day.

2

H a t  days.

Under P .S . Birgaoj: 
13. Jharbarihat

l 4- K abirajerH 'it

15. B/rganj H at

16. H ah luH at

17. Golapganj

18. Sanka H at

19. Boroliahat

Under P.S. Khansama:
20. Khaasama H at

21. R am kalaH at

22. Pakerhat

23. Kuthirhat

24. Joyganj

25. Kuchinia

Under P.S. Biral:
26. Kashidaogahal

27. Bahabuldighi

Jute (200), Paddy (1,000),R ice(2,500), Potato(lOO), Thursday and 
Chiilics (100), O nion  (250). Saturday.

Jute (1,000), Rice (1,800), Paddy (2,500), Potato Wednesday 
(250), Onion (150), Garlic (50), Brinjal (4OO), and Sunday. 
Tomato (500), Chillie.s (200), G ur (200), Molas
ses (100), Mustard seed (500), Fowls (100 Nos).

Jute (350), R ice  (5,000), Paddy (2,500), BeteJnut Sunday and
(200), Chillies (100), Potato (250), G ur (200), Wednesday.
Ginger (50), Pulses (350), M ustard seed (250),
Fowls (2(X) Nos.).

Jute (100), Paddy (500), Rice (1,000), Potato (50), Friday and
Chillies (100), G ur (100), Onion (200). Monday.

Jute (1,000), Paddy (7,500), Rice (15,000), Potato Monday and
(250), Ginger (250), Chillies (250), Pulses(5,000), Thursday. 
Cattle (4,500 Nos.), Onion (500), G ur (300),
Betelnut (200), Mustard seed (250), Tobacco(lOO),
Turmeric (50), Goats (1,000 Nos.).

Jute (100), Paddy (500), Rice (1,000), Potato  (50), Tuesday and 
Ginger (25), Pulses (1,500), and G ur (100). Saturday.

Jute (100), Paddy (500), Rice (1,000),Chillies(lOO), Monday and 
Pinato(lOO), Onion (100), Betclnm (50), Fowls Thursday.
(25 Nos.).

Jute (500), Rice (3,000), Paddy (2,500), Potato(200), Sunday and 
Turmeric (20), Onion (100), Chillies (150), Brin- Saturday,
ja l (100), G ur (150).

Jute (100), Rice (1,000), Paddy (1,000), Ginger(50), Tuesday and 
Potato (150), Onion (100), Chillies (100), G ur Saturday.
(200), Fowls (100 Nos).

Jute (250). Rice (4,000), Paddy (3,000),Potato(250), Tuesday and 
Onion (100), C attlehead (4,01)0Nos), po ta / (200), Saturday.
G ur (100), Ginger (50), Chillies (200), Turmeric 
(50), Fowls (200 Nos).

Fowls (100 Nos), Brinjal (100), Onion  (100), J^ata/ M onday and 
(50), G ur (100), Chillies (100), Jute (100), Rice Thursday.
(1,000), Paddy (1,000).

Jute (3,500), Rice (1,500), Paddy (1,000), Patal(lOO) Sunday and 
Onion HOO), Chillies (100), Fowls (5UNos.), Thursday.
G ur (150).

Jute (100). Rice (1,000), Paddy (800), Chillies (100), Tuesday.
P a/a l (200), Onion (100), Tobacco (200), Ginger 
(60), Turmeric (30).

Ju te  (130), R ice(l,350), Paddy(l.OOO), Potato(JOO), Monday and 
Chillies (100), Onion (100), G ur (100), Fowls Thursday. 
(100 Nos).

Jute (200), Rice (500), Paddy (1,000), Potato(lOO), Monday 
Chillies (50), Onion (50), Brinjal (100), and G ur Friday. 
( 100).

and
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Name o f hat (Thanawise). Commodilies in quantity assembled, in maunds, 
on each ha t day.

2

H a t  days.

28. Kaliganj

29. Dhulkurjhari H at

30. Dewandighi

31. TatlunglrH at

32. Biralhat

33. Mangalpur

Under Parbatipar P.S.
34. Parbatipur Puran 

Bazar.

35. Parbatipur Nutun 
Bazar.

36. Ulipur Hat

37. Adaradighi

38. Bhowbanipur

39. Haldibarihat

40. Benir Hat

Under P.S. Ghoraghat:
41. Ghoraghat

42. Dugdughi

43. Raniganj

Jute (150), Rice (l,3iX)), Paddy (12,000), Potato Saturday and 
(100), Chillies (250), Onion (100), O ur (100), Thursday. 
Fowls (250 Nos.)

Jute (lOO), Rice (1,000), Paddy(l,000),Potato(100), Saturday and 
Chilli (100), O ur (100), Fowls (100). Thursday.

Jute (100), Rice (1,250), Paddy(1.000), P o tato (100), Friday and 
Chillies (100), G ur (100), Fowls (100 Nos), Monday.

Jute (50), Rice (1,250), Tobacco (250), G ur (150), Wednesday 
Beielnut (200), Onion (75), Paddy (1,000), Brinjal and Saturday . 
(200), Potato (100), Chillies (50), and Fowls (100 
Nos.).

Jute (1,000), Rice (1,800), Paddy(2,500), Potalo(250), Sunday and 
Onion (150), G ur (200), Molasses (100), Garlic Wednesday.
(50), Brinjal (400), Tomato (500), Chillies (200),
Mustard seed (500), Fowls (100 Nos.).

Jute (400), Rice (1,750), Paddy (1,000), Patal(200), Monday and
Chillies (100), Onion (ICO), G ur (200), Fowls Friday.
(100 NOS.).

Jute (1,000), Rice (2,500), Paddy (2,500), Potato Saturday and 
(1 000), M. Seed (1.000), Pulses (10,000), Chillies Tuesday. 
(500), Patal (1,000), G ur (500), Molasses (500),
Ginger (ICO), Betelnut (500), Betel leaves (15,000),
Goats (4,0C0n o s .), Hides and Skins (2,000),
Fowls (250 Nos.).

Jute (750), Rice (1,000), Paddy (2 500), Potato (500), Monday and
Mustard seed (400), Ginger (100), Betelnut (2(X)), Friday.
Fowls (100 Nos.).

Jute(150), Rice (750), Paddy (500), Potato (I(X)), Wednesday 
F atal (100), G ur (150), Fowli (50Nos.). and Saturday.

Jute(250), Rice(l,000), Paddy (500),P o tato (1.000), Wednesday 
Chillies (100), Fowls (50 Nos.). and Saturday.

Jute (100), Rice (15,000), Paddy (13,500), Potato Monday and
(1,500), Chillies (200), Gur(100),Fow ls(50Nos.). Friday.

Jute (160), Rice(l,600), Paddy (1.400),P o tato (100), Wednesday. 
Chillies (100), Fowls (50 Nos.).

Jute (200), Rice (1,200). Paddy (800), Potato(lOO), Wednesday. 
Chillies (100), Fowls (50 Nos.).

Jute (1,000),R ice(2,000), Paddy(l,500), Potato(350), Tuesday,
Onion (200), Pulses (2,5(K)), Patal (200), Betel- Friday and
nut (100), Turmeric (50), Fowls (100 Nos.). Sunday.

Jute (450), Rice (2,250), Paddy (2,000). Potato (200), Wednesday 
Onion (125), Patal (150), Fowls (100 Nos.), Chil- and Saturday,
lies (100), Brinjal (150),G oat(l OOONos.).

Jute (500), Rice (2,250), Paddy (1,000), Potato(500), Thursday and 
Onion (600), Pulses (3 500), Betelnut (200), Tur- Monday,
meric (100), Fowls (30 .Vos.)., Chillies (250),
Brinjal (100), Goat (3,500 Nos,).
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Name of ha t (Thanawise). 

I

Commodities in quantity assembled, in maunds, 
on each hat day.

2

H a t  days. 

3

Under P .S . Hakimpor:
44. Panshurgar Hat Jute (200), Rice (1,000), Paddy (500), Potato (200), 

Onion (150), Pulses (2,500), Betclnut (200), 
Fowls (50 Nos.), Chillies (200), Brinjal (1,000), 
G oat (3,500).

Friday and 
Monday.

45. Katia Hat Jtite (200), Rice (1,500), Paddy (1,200), Potato (200), 
Onion (2(X)), Chillies (150), Brinjal (250), Pulses 
(3,500), Betelnut (250), Mustard seed (200), and 
Fowls (100).

Monday and 
Friday.

46. Birampur Jute (1,000), Rice(4,500). Paddy(300), Potato (200), 
Onion (150), Chillies (250), Pu!ses(5,000), Brinjal 
(250), Betclnut (200), Mustard seed (200), 
Molasses (100), G ur (250), G oat (2,500 Nos.), 
Fowls (100 Nos.).

Tuesday and 
Saturday.

47. Hili Hat Jute (1,000), Rice (4,000), Paddy (3,000), Potato 
(200). Onion (150), Turmeric (50). Chillies (200), 
Mclasses (100), O ur (250), Betelnut (150), 
Fowls (100 Nos.).

Sunday and 
Thursday.

Under P.S. Nawabganj :
48. Aftabganj Hat Jute (750), Rice(1.200>, Paddy (1,500/, Potato(250), 

Onion (150), Betelnut (500), Turmeric (50), 
Fowls (5,000 Nos.), Chillies (250>, Brinjal (ICO).

Tuesday and 
Saturday.

49. Nandaopur Hat Jute(lOO), Rice (4,u00), Paddy(3,000), Potato(lOO), 
Betelnut (100), Chillies (80).

Saturday and 
Tuesday.

50. Rambhadrapur Jute (70), Rice (3,500), Paddy (3,000). P otato(50). 
Betelnut (100), Chillies (50).

Saturday and  
Thursday.

51. Raghobendrapur .. Jute (100), Rice (4,000), Paddv (3.500), Potato (70), 
Onion (100), Betelnut (100), Chillies (75).

Saturday and 
Tuesday.

52. Nawabganj (Pakistan) 
Hat.

Jute (150), Rice (9,200), Paddy (5,000), Potato (100), 
Onion (100), Betelnut (200), Mustard seed (250), 
Turmeric (50), Chillies (100), Brinjal(200).

Tuesday and 
Saturday.

53. Beparitala Hat Jute(500), Rice (3,000), Paddy (2,000), Potato(jQO), Sunday and 
Chillies (100). Wednesday.

54. Bizuihat Jute(IOO), Rice (4,000), Paddy (3,(X>0), Potato(lOO), Friday and 
Chillies (50), Tobacco (200). Monday.

55. Daudpur Hat Jute (1,000), Rice(20,000), Paddy (25.000), Potato 
(250), Onion (25), Tobacco (450), Mustard 
seed (350), Betel leaves (10,000). Brinjal (200), 
Chillies (150), G ur (250), Fowls (lOONos.).

Monday and 
Thursday.

*6. M atihara Hat Jute (50), Rice (2,500), Paddy (1,000), Potato (100), Tuesday and' 
Onion (lOO), Chillies (100), G ur (100), Fowls Saturday. 
(50 N os.).

57. Bhaduria H at Jute (100), Rice (4,500), Paddy (3,000), Potato (50), 
Onion OOO). Brinjal (100), Chillies (100), G ur 
(100), Fowls (50 Ncs.).

Wednesday 
and Saturday.

58. Mogarpara Hat Jute (75), Rice (3,000), Paddy (2,500), Potato(lOO), 
Chillies (100), G ur (100), Fowls (50 Nos.).

Monday nad 
Tuesday.

59. M oharajpur H at . . Jute (70), Rice (2,000). Paddy(l,500), Chillies(lOO), Monday and 
G ur (100), Potato (100), Onion (150), Fowls Thursday. 
(50 Nos.).
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Name o f k a t  (Thanawisc). 

1

Commodities in quantity assembled, in mauods, 
on each hat day.

2

H a / days. 

3

Uoder P.S. Chirirhandar:
60. Bbushir Bandar Jute (250), Rice (4,000), Paddy (4,500), Potato(150), 

Pulses (5.000). Chillies (150), G ur (200), To
bacco (500), Fowls (lOONos), Brinjal(lOO).

Friday and 
Tuesday.

•61. Raidr Bandar Jute(150). Rice (3,500). Paddy (2,500), Potato(125), Monday and 
Pulses (2.500), Chillies (100), G ur (300), To- Thursday, 
bacco (350), Fowls (100Nos.), Brinajl(lOO),.

62. Nasaratpur Hat Jute(150), Rice (3,000). Paddy (1,800), Potato (125), Monday and 
Chillies (100), Fowls (100 Nos.). Thursday.

63. O hanugar H at Jute (100). Rice (1,800), Paddy (1,000), Potato 
(150), Chillies (100), G ur (100), Fowls (50N os.).

Wednesday 
and Saturday.

64. D&ngar Hat Jute (100), Rice (1.500). Paddy (750), Potato (100), 
Chillies (100), G ur (100).

Tuesday and 
Friday.

65. Bioakurihat Jute (300), Rice (3,500), Paddy (2,000). Potato (100), 
ChilUes (100), G ur (100).

Tuesday and 
Friday.

66 . Baidesherhat Jute (50), Rice (750), Paddy (800), Potato (100), 
ChilPes (100), G ur (100).

Monday and 
Thursday.

67. Cbirirbandar Jute (200), Rice (8,500), Paddy (10,000), Potato 
(200), Pulses (3,500), Chillies (100). Tobacco (350), 
Brinjal (100).

Sunday and 
Thursday,

68 . BeltaliHat Jute (50). Rice (3,000), Paddy (2,000), Potato (100), 
Chillies (50). G ur (100).

Sunday and 
Thursday.

69. Bolaibazar Jute (75), Rice (2.800), Paddy (2,000), Potato (100), 
Chillies (100), Fowls (100 Nos.).

Monday and 
Friday.

70. Kutubdaoga Jute (175), Rice (4,600), Paddy (4,000), Potato (100), Wednesday 
Chillies (100), G ur (100). and Saturday.

71. Kaliaganj Hat Jute(20O), Rice (2,500), Paddy (1,000), Potato(lOO), Friday and 
Tobaciu? (200), and Chillies (100). Monday.

72. Jorgacbi Hat Jute (50). Rice (1,600), Paddy (1,000), Potato (60), 
Chillies (100), G ur (100), Fowls (100).

Wednesday 
and Saturday.

73. PaiuuUh Hat Jute (50), Rice (1,500), Paddy (1,000), Potato(lOO), 
Chillies (100), T o b ^ co  (150).

Monday.

Under P.S. Kohrall:
74. Rail Bazar Jute (500), Rice (15,000), Paddy (5,000), Potato 

(750). Pulses (15,000), Chillies (250), Fowls 
(500 Nos.), Onion (350), Ginger (100), Mustard 
seed (ICO), Turmeric (50),Catiie(10,000Nos.).

Sunday and 
Thursday.

75. Gopalganj Jute (75), Rice (750), Paddy (500), Chillies (100) Monday and 
Friday.

76. Ramdoblbat Jute (100), Rice (750), Faddy (500), Chillies (100), 
Ginger (50).

Monday.

77. Ranigaoj Hat Jute(lOO), Rice (1,700), Paddy(I,500), P o ta to (100), 
Chillies (100), Vegetables (100), Ginger (50).

Sunday and 
Thursday.

7 j. Jbaii Ihitahat Jute(50), Rice(l,200), Paddy (l,40o),Potato(100) . . Tuesday.
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Name o f hat (Thanawise). 

1

Commodities in quantity a.ssembled, in maunds, 
on each hat day.

H a t  days. 

3

79. Madubpurhat , .  Rice (1,000),Paddy(600), Potato(I50), Chillies(lOO), 
G ur (100), Onion (100).

, Saturday.

80. Shahebganj Hat ,. JutcOSO), Rice (1,000), Paddy (600), Pulses (150), 
Chillies (100), Onion (100).

Sunday and 
Wednesday.

81. Fashiladanga Jute (100), Rice (1,750), Paddy (1,500), Pulses 
(250), Chillies (100). Onion (100).

Friday and 
Monday.

82. Ghugudanga . Jute (75), Rice (1.000), Paddy (800), Pulses (100), 
Chillies (100).

Monday and 
Friday.

83, Sikderganj . Jute (50), Rice (1,500), Paddy(1.300), Potato(lOO), 
Chillies (100).

Tuesday and 
Saturday.

84. Khanpur Hal . Jute (75), Rice (1,000), Paddy (750), Potato (450), 
Chillies (100).

Monday and 
Friday.

85. Shahcbdanga . Jute (100), Rice (1,000), Paddy (200), Potato (200), 
Chillies (100).

Wednesday 
and Saturday.

86. Panchkurhat . Jute(175), Rice (1,000), Paddy(800), Potato(lOO), 
Chillies (100), Onion (100).

Saturday.

87. Thakurain Hal . Jute (50), Rice (500), Paddy (800), Potato (150). Saturday.

Under P.S. Thakorgaon:
88. Thakurgaon

89. Shibganj

90. Forabari Hat

Under P.S. Baiiadangi:
91. Lahirirhat

Under P.S. Panchagar:
92. Rajnagar Hat

93. Haribasha Hat

94. T unirH at

95. Jagdalhat

96. Maharajer Hat

97. Amorkhana Hat

Chillies (100), Our(lCO), Fow ls(100),O nion(100). 

THA KURGAON SUBDIVISION

Rice (25.000), Paddy (25,000), Pulses (13,500). 
Potato (1,850), Onion (500).

Monday and 
Friday.

Jute (600), Rice (10,000), Paddy (5,500), Pulses Monday and
(12.000), Potato (500), Onion (200), Mustard seed Thursday. 
(75).

Jute (100), Rice (1,000), Paddy (900) . .  Sunday and
Thursday.

Jute (9,000), Rice (18,000), Paddy (20,000) Monday and
Friday.

Jute (15,000), Rice (12,000), Paddy (25,000), Chillies Sunday and
(5.000), Mustard seed (5,000), G ur (3,000), Thursday. 
Betclnut (2,000).

Rice (5,000), Paddy (10,000) . .  Tuesday and
Friday.

Rice (2,000), Paddy (1,500), Chillies (50), Mustard Thursday and 
seed (50). Friday.

Jute (400), Rice (2,000), Paddy (1,500) Wednesday 
and Saturday.

Rice(I,500), Paddy (1,800), Potato (100) . .  Wednesday
and Saturday.

Rice (2,500), Paddy (2,000), Mustard seed (60) . .  Friday and
Saturday.
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N am cof/iar(Thanawisc). Cormnodities in quantity assembled, in maunds, H at days.
on each ha t day.

1 2 3

Under P.S. Pirjjanj; 
98. Fakirganj Hat Rice (8,000), Paddy (800) . . Tuesday,

99. Dhonor Hat Rice (10,000), Paddy (9,000), Mustard seed (60) . . Sunday and 
Wednesday.

100. Nashibganj Hat Paddy (8,000), Rice (8,000), Cow (40,000) Goat 
(1,500 Nos.).

Thursday.

101. Pirganj Hat Jute (20,000), Rice (20,000), Paddy (15,000) Sunday and 
Wednesday.

Under P.S. Ranishankall:

102. Ranishankail Rice (1,000), Paddy (1,000) . . Wednesday.

103. Umnadangi Hat Rice (800), Paddy (800) . . Tuesday and 
Friday.

104. Gazirhat Rice (1,000). Paddy (1,000) Monday and 
Thursday.

105. Banglagar Hat Rice (1,500), Paddy (1,000) Monday and 
Tuesday.

106. Routhnagar Hat . . Rice (2,000), Paddy (1,500) Tuesday and 
Friday.

107. Nekmard Hat Rice(55,000), Paddy (50,000), Cattle (6,000 Nos.) Sunday.

108. K atihar Hat Rice (30,000), Paddy (30,000) Saturday and 
Wednesday.

Under P.S. Debiganj:
109. Debiganj H at Rice (2,000). Paddy (2,000) Tuesday and 

Saturday.

110. Luxmir Hat Rice (2,000), Paddy (2,000) Tuesday and 
Saturday.

H I. Bhowlaganj Hat , Rice (2,200), Paddy (2,500), Cattle (800 Nos.), 
Goat (300 Nos.).

Sunday and 
Wednesday.

112. Jagannath Hat Rice (1,500), Paddy (1,200), Cattle (1,000 Nos.), 
G oat (500 Nos.).

Sunday and 
Wednesday.

113. Kaliganj Hat Rice (1,000), Paddy (1,000) Tuesday and 
Saturday.

114. Saldanga Hat Rice (1,500), Paddy (1,300), Cattle (800 Nos.), 
Goat (300 Nos.).

Monday and 
Friday.

Under P .S . Atwarl:

115. Faria Hat . Rice (1,800), Paddy (2,000) Monday and 
Friday.

116. Fakirganj H at . Paddy (10,000), Rice (9,000), Jwte (500), Cow (5,000 Sunday and 
Nos.), and Goat (1,500 Nos.). Thursday.

117. Dungdungir Bazar . .  Rice (2,500), Paddy (2,200), Mustard seed (60) . . Monday and 
Friday.
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N am eof Aar (Thanawise). Commodities in quantity assembled, in maunds,
on each ha t day.

1 2

H a t  days. 

3

Under P.S. Harlpor; 
118. Jadu RaniH at . Paddy (15,000), Rice (20,000), Cattle (5,000 INos.), Tuesday, 

and Goat (2,000 Nos.).

119. Dhirganj Hat . Rice (1,000), Paddy (700) . . Saturday.

120. K aliganjHat . Paddy (900), Rice (800) . . Thursday.

Under P .S . TetuUa: 
121. T im aiH at . Rice (4,000), Paddy (3,500), Potato (200), Chillies 

(50).
Monday aad 

Friday.

122. B uraburiH at . Rice (3,500), Paddy (3,000) Saturday and 
Thursday.

123. PaglirH at . Rice (5,000), Paddy (4,500), Onion (60), Chillies 
(65).

Sunday and 
Thursday.

124. T etuliaH at Rice (3,500), Paddy (4,000) Friday and 
Monday.

125. B hajanpurH at Jute (10,000), Paddy (8,000), Rice (20,000), Cattle 
(10,000 Nos.) and Goat (6,000 Nos.).

Sunday and 
Thursday.

126. Shalbahana Hat Jute (700), Paddy (10,000), Rica (8,000), Pulses 
(2,500), Onion (200), Mustard seed (Sk»), Cattle 
(9,000 Nos.) and G oat (4,000 Nos.),

Wiednesday 
and Saturday.

Under P.S. Boda: 
127. Bam anH at Rice (850) and Paddy (800) Tuesday and 

Saturday.

128. Movcya Hat Rice (1,000), and Paddy (950) Saturday and 
Tuesday.

129. Futkibari Hat Rice (1,200), Paddy (1,100) Saturday.

130. Boalmari Hat Rice (1,000), Paddy (1,000) Monday and 
Friday.

131. K aliganjH at Rice (700), Paddy (800) . .  . .  . .  ;Sunday and 
Wednesday

Pairs and Melas. F airs  an d  m e la s ,  in  th e  p as t, were religious-cwm-social 
gatherings a n d  w ere held m ostly  o n  th e  occasions o f  H indu  
festivals an d  o n  a  few occasions o f  M uslim  festivals. C om m erce 
w as incidental. T h e  m e la  a t  K an ta n ag a r w as held o n  the  
occasion  o f  the R a s h  P u rn im a  an d  on  th a t day , th e  im age 
o f  K a n ta  J in ,  w ho w as regarded by the  H indus as the  
" P a tro n  sa in t"  o f  D inajpur tow n, w as ta k en  to  K an tan ag ar. 
A low a K h ao w a m e la  also started  a t  the  sam e tim e. T he N ekm ard  
m eloy  w hich w as held in  the vicinity o f  the  to m b  o f  a  P ir ,  
is sta ted  to  have a  religious origin. T he N ek m ard  m e la  
was o f  great an tiqu ity  an d  from  the acco u n t o f  B uchanan
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H am ilto n  i t  is know n  to  da te  fro m  long  before th e  B ritish  days. 
A low a K h ao w a m ela  is also  an  o ld  one and  a t p resen t is 
rep u ted  to  b e  the  greatest ca ttle  fair in  th e  d is tric t. A t this 
fair, ca ttle  a re  b o u g h t n o t only  b y  the  people o f  D in a jp u r b u t 
a lso  by  in h a b ita n ts  o f  o th er n o rth e rn  d istric ts  an d  a lso  o f  D acca 
an d  M ym ensingh. Before P a riitio n  (1947), ponies hav ing  a  good 
m a rk e t here , w ere availab le in  la rge num ber. I n  th e  sou th , 
the  lead ing  m ela  was held  a t D hald igh i (now  in Ind ia). I t  was 
held o n  th e  so u th  side o f  the  celebrated  ta n k  n ear G angaram pur. 
T h e  m ela  w h ich  began  in  1855 w as m anaged  b y  a  fam ily o f  

fa k ir s .  T h e  m ela  h ad  grow n m uch in  im portance in  the last 
fifty years. O ther m elas  w orthy  o f  m en tion  w ere held  a t 
H arip u r a n d  C h in tam an .

N ow adays fa irs  an d  m elas  a re  held m o re  w ith  a  com m ercial 
p u rp o se  ra th e r  th a n  w ith  any religious objective. O n  such 
occasions la rge assem bly o f  people takes place a n d  traders 
u tilise th is  o p p o rtu n ity  to  d ispose o f  the ir goods. Such m e h s  
serve to  b o o st business o f  the  sm all trad e rs  an d  village haw kers. 
T h e  special fea tu re  o f  a  m ela  is th a t it  com bines en terta inm ent 
w ith  business. In  fine, fairs a n d  m elas p lay no less im p o rtan t a  
p a r t  in  th e  lives o f  the  people, fo r here, th e  people com e 
“ to  buy  ca ttle , to  m ake purchases o f  expensive and  lasting  
articles like bell-m eta l, untensils, an d  also  to  b u y  svch  articles 
a s  clo th  an d  shoes as he m ay buy in  th e  h a t, b u t will here 
find in  g rea ter varie ty” .

A  lis t o f  fairs an d  m elas  as in  1966 is appended  below :

N am e o f  fairs an d  m elas. L ocation , nam e
o f  P.S.

1. G o sta K otw ali.
2. B ella  K alir M e h Do.
3. RasiganJ Belbari D o .
4. P ak-C heradangi M ela D o.
5. K am al D ighi C h irirb an d ar
6. Paschim  S aita ra  B aiuni D o .
7. P h u lp u r R am  N avam i D o.
8. R a ip u r D u rg a p u r K u tu b  D anga  K alir • • 

M ela.
D o.

9. P aikan  P h u lp u r M ela D o.
10. H ab ib p u r Sree P ancham i . . P arbatipur.
11. D eul M ela D o.
12. P arb a tip u r College M ela D o.
13. Jasai L .M . H igh School M ela D o.
14. Jam alesw ari C ha itra  S ankranti H ak im pur.
15. B iram pur College M ela D o.

1 2
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W eights aod 
measures.

N am e o f  fa ir an d  ntelas.

16. K a tla  M ela
17. T a rp an g h a t B aruni
18. M u g arp a ra  B aruni
19. M o n d a l Belghat M ela
20. D h u k u r Jh a ri
21. D a ra il D angi
22. M angalpu r
23. K ali D hem  D hem i
24. J in d ap ir M ela
25. S oaka P irer M ela
26. R ashu  K ab ir M ela
27. M o llap a ra  H igh  S chool M ela
28. C h in tam on  M ela
29. B arai M d a
30. P hu lbari College M ela
31. H ajiganj M ela  . .
32. M u k h ta r  M ela  . .
33. R u h b a  A zad  M ela
34. S alondar U .C . M ela
35. B agor Bari B aruni
36. K an ta n g a r R a sh  M ela
37. G orka i Shiba R a tri
38. N ek m o rd  S hah id  U ro sh  S h arif  M ela
39. L ila M ela
40. A tw ari T h an a  C ouncil M ela
41. B oalm ari B aruni
42. P irganj College M ela

L oca tion , nam e 
o fP .S .

N aw abgan j.
D o.
D o .
D o.

Birol.
D o .
D o .

B irganj.
D o .
D o.
D o.

Bochaganj.
P hu lbari.

D o.
P hu lbari.

D o.
T haku rgaon .

D o .
D o.

D ebiganj.
K aharo le .
R an ishankail.

D o .
A tw ari.

D o .
D o .

P irganj.

T h e  w eights vary  in  a lm ost every m ark e t, an d  are  different 
in  th e  sam e m arke t fo r different k inds o f  goods. R ice, 
fo r instance, is som etim es so ld  by  one w eight an d  b o u g h t 
by  ano ther. W hatever m ay be the w eight o f  the seer, it  is 
divided in to  16 chhaiaks, an d  five seers fo rm  o n e  p o m r i, an d  
eight posari one m aund . T here is n o  higher den o m in atio n  o f  
w eight, n o r indeed in  general is the re  any  scale th a t can  weigh 
m o re  th a n  one posari a t  a  tim e. T h e  only  exception  is, th a t 
th e  sugar m anufactu rers have large scales suspended  from  a  
beam , an d  can  weigh a t a  ime one o r tw o m aunds o f  ex trac t o f  
m olasses, b u t even th is  is attended  w ith  m uch  troub le . D ue to  
G overnm ent purchase o f  paddy  since the  Second W orld  W ar 
and  due to  increase in  trad e  w ith  o th er areas in  recen t years, 
s tan d ard  w eights a re  g radually  becom ing m ore know n to  p e o ^ e .



C H A P T E R  IX 

P U B L IC  H E A L T H

T h e d is tric t o f  D in a jp u r has a t  all tim es been n o to rio u s  pabiic Health fn 
fo r  unhealth iness. I n  1807, B uchanan  H am ilto n , speaking  o f  
n a tu ra l checks o n  the  increase o f  p o p u la tio n , w ro te , “ the  
g ran d  check, how ever, to  th e  excess o f  p o p u la tio n  is disease, 
w h ich  m akes am ple  ro o m , an d  fever annually  sweeps aw ay 
im m ense num bers, a lth o u g h  I  d o  n o t th in k  th a t an y  m eans 
w ould  ever render D in a jp u r a  coun try  rem arkab ly  sa lubrious, 
yet I  am  persuaded  th a t the  excessive prevalence o f  fever is 
m o re  ow ing  to  poverty  an d  to  the  w an t o f  stim u la ting  d ie t and  
o f  co m fo rtab le  lodging  a n d  c lo th in g , th a n  to  any  ex trao rd inary  
degree o f  m align ity  in  th e  a ir ;  an d  th e  g rea t poverty  o f  the  
natives is no  d o u b t c h ie ly  a ttr ib u ted  to  th e ir  im providence, 
especially in  indu lg ing  in  early  m arriages, by w hich they  have 
been  involved  in  d eb t. T h e  fevers a re  o ften  o f  the  rem itten t 
k in d  an d  end  fata lly  in  a  few d ay s ; b u t m ore  com m only  they 
e n d  in  agues, o r  com m ence u n d er th a t fo rm  an d  a re  accom 
pan ied  by  en largem ent o f  the spleen a n d  d ro  sical swellings, 
w h ich  ca rry  o ff  the  sufferer afte r long  confinem ent. In  fac t the re  
w ere few w ho escape w ith  less confinem ent th a n  one m o n th  in  a  
year, an d  th e  w hole a re  a  sickly, p oo r-look ing  people” . M ajo r 
Sherw ill, th e  R evenue Surveyor, w riting  in  1863, em phasises th e  
d read  in  w hich th e  d is tric t w as held by strangers. “ T he clim ate” , 
he records, “ was very unhealthy , a n d  ju s tly  held in  g reat dislike 
by  strangers, inc lud ing  Bengalies, o n  accoun t o f  its insalubrity .
W hen  th e  m ovem ent o f  the  Second D ivision R evenue Survey, 
w as o rdered  in to  D in a jp u r, m any  o f  th e  o ldest an d  best native 
Bengali Surveyors resigned, ra th e r  th a n  face the  dangers o f  so 
d readed  a  clim ate. In  th e  sessions o f  1857-58 and  1958-59, 
th is  survey w as nearly  d isorganized by  sickness. A s m any as 13 
surveying parties w ere unfit fo r w o rk  a t  the  sam e tim e an d  
a lm o st a ll w ere sick from  the  effect o f  fever, w hich is the  prevailing  
epidem ic. T he villagers have a  sickly appearance , an d  m any are 
an n u a lly  carried  o ff by fever an d  cholera. N atives a re  m ore 
easily affected by th e  clim ate th a n  E uropeans, w hich is p robab ly  
a ttr ib u tab le  to  the  freer m ode o f  living o f  the  la tte r, w hich 
enables them  th e  b e tte r to  w ithstand  its banefu l effects, also  to  
th e  g rea ter exposure o f  natives to  the  n igh t a ir” . T his unheal
th iness was to  a  g reat ex ten t a ttr ib u tab le  to  m alaria . M ajo r 
R ogers o f  th e  In d ian  M edical Service, w ho was selected by  th e  
G overnm en t in  1904 to  m ake a  special enqu iry  in to  th e  causes-. 
o f  th e  prevalence o f  fever in  the  D ina jpu r D istric t, found  th a t 
the  m o st u sua l type o f  fever w as th e  m alignan t te rtian , com 
m o n  to  the  subcon tinen t. H e also fo und  the  q u r ta n  type,
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w hich w as sa id  to  have been m o st com m on in  th e  D u ars , and
w hich was usua lly  o f  a  ch ron ic  na tu re , an d  ended  fa ta lly  a fte r
several m onths o f  sickness. A ccord ing  to  th is  au th o rity , the 
d is tric t D in a jp u r was th e  hom e o f  the  te rrib le  k a ia-azar o f  
A ssam . D u rin g  th e  course o f  his enqu iry  in  1904, he found  
traces o f  th is disease, w hich w as characterised  by  a  g reat 
en largem ent o f  spleen, accom panied  by  general w asting  an d  
d ark en in g  o f  th e  skin , still surviving in  the  d istric t. O ther 
co m m o n  types o f  fever w ere sim ple, te rtian , q u o tid ian , and  
rem itten t. T h is unhelth iness o f  the  d istric t in  th e  beg inn ing  o f  
th e  tw en tie th  cen tu ry  is a lso  reflected in  th e  p o p u la tio n  figures.

H u n te r  recorded  in 1876 “ th e  villagers h ad  sickly appearance , 
a n d  m any a re  annually  carried  o ff  by fever an d  cho lera . T he 
unhea lthy  p .'riod  o f  th e  year fo r strangers begins a b o u t the 
m iddle o f  M a rc h , w ith th e  h o t w eather w hen they are  liab le to  
get d ia rrh o ea , fever, o r cholera. N atives generally  suffer in  
S eptem ber a n d  O ctober, a t  w hich tim e very few escape fever. 
W h en  they  sicken, they a rc  a ttended  by  th e ir  ow n d o cto rs , o r
K ab ira jes, in  w hose skill an d  m edicines they  place g rea t confi
dence.”

A ccord ing  to  the  S tatistical A ccounts o f  W .W . H u n te r  in  
1871 the  to ta l num ber o f  in d o o r patien ts trea ted  in  th e  hosp ita l 
w as 212 o f  w hom  153 w ere cured  o r relieved; 9 w ere n o t 
im proved  o r they ceased to  a tten d , 44 o r  20-75 p e rc e n t  died 
an d  6 ren ia ined  in  hosp ita l a t  th e  end o f  th e  year. The 
average daily  num ber o f  sick w as 9 -99. T h e  o u t d o o r  patien ts 
receiving trea tm en t the  sam e year num bered  2,652, average daily  
a tten d an ce , being 25-44.

In  the  follow ing year (1872) the  statistics o f  m edical relief 
w ere as follow s;

T h e  In d o o r patien ts’ num ber was 244, o f  w hom  140 were 
cured  o r relieved; 56 w ere n o t im proved , 40 or 16-39 
p er cent, d ied ; an d  8 rem ained  in  hosp ital a t the  end 
o f th e  year; average daily  num ber o f  sick w as 8-35. 
T he o u td o o r patien ts  num bered  2 ,396; average daily 
attendance  veing 35-33. T he to ta l incom e am oun ted  
to  £236-18j-0d o f  w hich £146-12.;-0d. w as con
trib u ted  by the  G overnm ent. T h e  expend itu re in  
th e  sam e year was £249-0i-Od.

Vital Statistics. I t  ts difficult to  arrive a t  any satisfactory  conclusion  by 
com paring  the  vital statistics fo r any  considerable period  as the 
system  o f  registering  b irths and  dea th s has been changed from  
tim e to  tim e. In  1869, the  du ty  o f  registering  dea th s in  the 
d is tric t w as en trusted  to  the  village C haw kidars o r w atchm en
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while in  D in a jp u r tow n  th is  w o rk  w as perfo rm ed^by  th e  officers 
o f  the  m unicipality . In  1888, the  m unicipal au th o rities  began  to  
register b irths. In  1892, the  m .’fussil C haw kiders began  to  
register b irth s as well as dea th s , while in  th e  tow n  the  co llection  
o f  v ital sta tistics w as tran sfe rred  fro m  th e  m unicipality  
to  th e  po lice-sta tion .

In  1966, the  v ital sta tistics were collected by th e  village 
C haw kidars. T hey  rep o rt to  th e  T h an a  S an ita ry  In sp ec to r a t 
th e ir  w eekly p a rad es a n d  th e  la tte r  subm it re tu rn s to  th e  D is
tr ic t H ealth  Officer in  w hose office the  sta tistics fo r th e  d is
tr ic t  a re  com piled. A t th e  beg inn ing  o f  1966 the  Z o n al office 
o f  M alaria  E rad ica tio n  p rog ram m e h as  u n d e rto o k  to  collect th e  
b ir th  a n d  d ea th  figures from  house to  house.

In  U rb a n  areas, b ir th  sta tistics a re  collected from  different 
hosp ita ls  a n d  m atern ity  cen tres an d  in  cases, w here th e  b irths 
a re  n o t rep o rted  to  the  hosp ita ls , it  is th e  d u ty  o f  th e  citizens 
to  re p o rt b irth s to  the  m unicipality  concerned. R eg istra tion  
o f  deaths a re  d o n e  th ro u g h  different agencies, viz., b u rn in g  ghat, 
g raveyard , etc. A ll these figures a re  collected in  th e  m unici
pa lity  w here these sta tistics a re  com piled an d  are  u ltim ately  
subm itted  to  th e  H ea lth  D irectorate .

T hese statistics, th o u g h  far from  com plete, an d  w ithou t any 
g rea t p re tension  to  accuracy , afford  d a ta  fo r gauging th e  grow th  
o f  p o p u la tio n , fo r  com paring  one year w ith  an o th er in  the  
m a tte r  o f  health iness, as w ell as fo r com paring  the m orta lity  
due to  different d iaseases. T ak in g  the  period  1880-1905, it 
appears th a t th e  h ighest d ea th  ra te  (45-85 per m ille) was re
co rded  in  1900, a n d  the  low est (17-62  p er m ille) in  1884. T h e  
h ighest b ir th  ra te  (49-36  p er m ille) was recorded  in  1902 and  
th e  low est (27 05 p er m ille) in  1892, th e  first year in  w hich 
th e  reg is tra tio n  o f  b irth s began  th ro u g h o u t th e  d istric t. T he 
steady tendency  o f  b o th  the  b irth  ra te  an d  d ea th  ra te  to  rise 
th ro u g h o u t th is  period  appears to  indicate clearly  th a t th e  in
crease in  the  la tte r  is n o t d u e  to  a  d e terio ra tion  in  th e  hea lth  
o f  th e  d istric t, b u t to  m ore  carefu l reg istra tion . T he reg istra
tio n  o f  b irth s  is very fa r  from  perfect. A  com parison  o f  th e  
average b ir th  ra te  p e r th o u san d  w ith the  average d ea th  ra te  in  
th e  te n  years fro m  1893-1902 show s th a t the  d ea th  exceeded th e  
b irth s by 4 -18  p er th o u sa n d  and  even the  large am o u n t o f  
im m igration  w ould  hard ly  suffice to  coun ter balance such a  
decrease. In  1947, the  to ta l b irth s (exclusive o f  still b irth s) 
w ere 41,171, th e  ra tio  being 29 -4  per th o u san d  po p u la tio n  an d  
th e  num ber o f  dea th s registered  w as 42,051 an d  th e  ra tio  being 
30 -0  per th o u san d  p o pu la tion . In  1951 the to ta l num ber o f
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births registered exclusive o f  still b irth s was 30,691 w ith  the 
ra tio  o f  22-5  per th o u san d  p o p u la tio n . T h e  to ta l n u m b er o f  
dea th s was 21,501 an d  the  ra tio  o f  dea th s p e r 1,000 w as 15*8. 
I n  1961, th e  to ta l b irth s  registered in  th e  d is tric t o f  D in a jp u r 
w as 23,001, a n d  th e  b ir th  ra te  per 1,000 w as 13-4. T he to ta l 
n um ber o f  dea th s w as 10,737 w ith  th e  ra tio  o f  d ea th  ra te  per
1,000 a t  6 -2 . In  1964 th e  to ta l num ber o f  dea th s w as 9,452. 
T h e  num ber o f  d ea th s is decreasing due to  increased  m edical 
facilities. I t  has been seen th a t  th e  num ber o f  b ir th s  were 
increasing b u t a t  p resen t, b irth  co n tro l m easures a re  responsible 
fo r the  low ering dow n o f  the  b ir th  ra te  in  the  d istric t.

D u rin g  I960, th e  p rincipal diseases found  in  th e  d is tric t w ere 
cho lera, sm all-pox , m alaria , k ala-azar, dysen try , d ia rrhoea , 
pa lm onary  tubercu losis , en teric fever, typho id  fever, rab ie s  an d  
leprosy, etc. I t  can  be m en tioned  here th a t th e  d is tric t o f  
D in a jp u r had  a  very b a d  nam e for u n h ea lth y  clim ate . T he 
m ost p reva len t diseases w ere m a laria  an d  ka la -azar an d  these 
tw o types o f  diseases w ere by  far the  m ost dead ly  diseases.

D u rin g  the  course o f  his enquiry  in  1904, M a jo r  R ogers,
I .M .S ., fo und  traces o f  m alaria l fever w hich w as characterised  
b y  a  g rea t en largem ent o f  the  spleen, accom panied  by general 
w asting  an d  d arken ing  o f  the  sk in , still surv iv ing  in  th e  d istric t. 
T h e  d isease was found  fairly frequently  in  R an isan k ail th a n a  
in  th e  north -w est o f the d istric t. I t  seems to  be gradually  
d isappearing . O ther com m on types o f  fever a re  sim ple te rtian , 
q u o tid ian  a n d  rem itten t. O n  th e  average fo r th e  te n  years 
(1893-1902) the  dea th s from  fever fo r the  w hole d is tric t w ere
33-30  p er m ille a s  com pared  w ith  3-24  due to  all o th e r  causes.
T h e  low est average fever d ea th  ra te  21-84  p er m ille, was show n 
against D ina jpu r m unicipality  w hile R an isankail th a n a  has the  
h ighest w ith  38-59 per m ille, Birganj th a n a  w ith  36-54 , a n d  
R aigan j a n d  K otw ali thanas w ith 35-28 each p e r  m ille show  
the  next h ighest average. T he th an as o f  P h u lb ari, N aw abgan j, 
T h ak u rg ao n  an d  P irganj, all show  average o f  over 32 deaths 
p e r m ille from  th is cause. A  com parison  o f  th e  dea th  ra tes
fro m  fevers in  1888 an d  1889, w ith those  in  the  fo u r years
(1906-1909) is greatly  in  favou r o f  th e  form er. These dea th s 
ra te s  p er m ille from  1888 to  1909 are  show n again st respective 
years; 2 7 -84  in  1888, 25-74  in  1889, 41 -54  in  1906, 3 9 -22  in  
1907, 36 -70  in  1908 ,35 -45  in  1909. T h e  decennial average fo r 
the years 1899-1908,37-84  per m ille w as also  h igher th a n  th a t 
fo r  the  years 1893-1902, a lready  quo ted . These figures w ould  
show  th a t the  dea th  ra te  o f  th e  d is tric t was w orsen ing  instead  
o f  im p ro v in g  no tw ithstand ing  th a t the  coun try  was getting  m ore 
opened u p  an d  th a t the  use o f  qu in ine was m ore general. I t  is.
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liow ever, c lear th a t  th e  increased d ea th  ra te  w as show n d u e  to  
b e tte r rep o rtin g  a n d  n o t  to  a n  increase in  unhealth iness. M a jo r  
S herw ill sa id  th a t th e  n o r th  o f  the  d istric t is hea lth ier th a n  th e  
so u th , a s  the re  is less ju n g le  a n d  few er ta n k s  an d  m arshes.
T h e  th e n  C ivil S urgeons w ere generally  o f  o p in io n  th a t  the  
vunhealthiness o f  the  d is tric t w as d u e  to  its w aterlogging. By 
w aterlogging  i t  is n o t m ean t th a t  th e  coun try  is sub ject to  perio
d ic a l floods a n d  in u n d a tio n s. O n  the  co n tra ry , to  a  super
ficial observer, th e  d is tric t seems ra th e r  d ry  one, a n d  in  co ld  
w e a th e r  m any  p a rts  o f  it resem ble B ehar ra th e r th a n  B angladesh.
I n  reality , how ever, th is  ap p earan ce  is d .'ceptive. N o t 
on ly  is th e  co u n try  fu ll o f  o ld  ta n k s  w hich, being  chocked  w ith  
ju n g le , fo rm  a n  excellent b reed ing  g ro u n d  fo r m osqu itoes, b u t 
.even in  th e  heigh t o f  th e  d ry  season  w ater is s tru ck  in  m ost 
p a rts  a t  a  d e p th  o f  7 o r  8 feet, while in  the  ra in s  it 
is very n ear th e  surface indeed. T his charac teristic  w as 
especially  no ticeab le  in  th e  d ro u g h t o f  1909, w hen a  n u m b er 
o f  o ld  ta n k s , m o s t o f  them  com pletely d ried  u p , w ere re 
excava ted  as te s t re le if w orks. T he average d e p th  o f 
th ese  ta n k s  w hen  w o rk  w as s ta rted  o n  them  w as som e 
7  o r  8 fee t below  th e  level o f  the  su rro u n d in g  coun try . In  
a lm o st every instance w ater w as s truck  w hen  4  o r 5 feet h ad  
been  excavated. I n  ce rta in  p a rts  o f  th e  d is tric t th e  w ater level 
is  m u c h  low er a n d  these a re  generally  fo u n d  to  b e  m ost hea lthy  
localities. M a jo r  R ogers in  h is  re p o r t speaks o f  “ a  rem arkab le  
Telationship betw een  a  h igh  g ro u n d  w ater level an d  h igh  spleen 
ra te s  an d  fever m o rta lity  o f  th e  th a n as , an d  vice versa. T h e  
■reverse h o ld s g ood  o f  th e  RanisanJcail circle, in  w hich the 
h ighest g ro u n d  w ate r level coincides w ith  th e  h ighest spleen 
an d  fever ra te s . S im ilarly, D in a jp u r, B irganj an d  T h ak u rg ao n  
th a n a s  show  h igh  g ro u n d  w ater levels an d  h ig h  spleen a n d  fever 
ra te s . T he heavy  m o rta lity  fro m  fevers in  th is  d is tric t an d  
specially  in  D in a jp u r to w n  has exercised th e  m inds o f  th e  
au th o ritie s  fo r  m an y  years. B u t on ly  recen tly  system atic a ttem p t 
•have b een  m ade to  com bat th e  disease. M a jo r R ogers fo u n d  
th e  system  o f  selling pice packets o f  qu in ine  a t  p o s t offices, 
w h ich  w as s ta rte d  in  1892, unsatisfactory . T h e  villagers d o  
m o t visit th e  p o st offices in  an y  num ber, an d  w hen  they  do , 
se ldom  th in k  o f  pu rchasing  qu in ines. In  1906, o n  th e  recom 
m e n d a tio n  o f  th e  C ivil S urgeon , som e o f  th e  h o sp ita l assistan ts 
a ttach ed  to  th e  ch a ritab le  d ispensaries in  th e  d is tric t w ere 
in stru c ted  to  visit w eekly m ark e ts  nearest th e ir  d ispensaries a n d  
d is trib u te  qu in ine to  the  villagers. T h e  h osp ita l assistan t com plained  
th a t  these visits to  th e  m a rk e t in te rru p ted  the ir o rd in ary  w o rk , 
a n d  th a t  th e  villagers show ed no  eagerness to  ta k e  qu in ine  
fro m  them . I n  1908-09 five new  d ispensaries w ere opened
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Aatl-*inalaria
Scheme.

Quinine
rationing.

b y  th e  D istric t B oard , an d  early  in  1909, o n  th e  recom m enda
tio n  o f  the  Civil S urgeon, a  num ber o f  p rim ary  schoo l teachers 
w ere induced  to  un d ertak e  the  sale o f  qu in ine tab lets. A s 
regards D in a jp u r tow n , several schem es fo r  im prov ing  Lis 
san ita tion , by levelling the  beds o f  the  Ghagra an d  K achai N alas, 
a n d  thereby  abolish ing  th e  p o n d s and  cess-pools h av e  been 
m oo ted  fro m  tim e to  tim e, b u t have always been ab an d o n ed  
a s  costly  an d  uncerta in  in  the ir results. A s a n  a lternative  
m easure, a n  an ti-m ala ria  cam paign , o n  th e  lines o f  th a t  re* 
com m ended by  M ajo r R oss fo r  M auritius w as s ta rted  in  the  
to w n  in  Jan u ary  1908. T he princip le follow ed w as to  fill u p  
a ll ho llow s o f  m anageab le  size, to  rem ove rubb ish  o f  all so rts 
fro m  th e  neighbourhood  o f  the  houses to  clear d itches an d  
ta n k s  o f  jung les an d  to  tre a t sm all ta n k s a n d  p oo ls  w ith  raw  
kerosene. A n  in teg ra l p a r t o f  the  cam paign  w as th e  w ide 
d is trib u tio n  o f  quinines am ongst the  inhab itan ts o f  th e  tow n. 
In  M arch  1909, D r. Bentley, a  specialist in  m alaria , visited 
D in a jp u r a t  th e  req u est o f  the S an ita ry  C om m issioner an d  m ade 
a n  en q u iry  sim ilar to  th a t m ade by  R ogers five years before. 
L ike th e  la tte r  h e  held th a t i t  was little  u se  a ttem p tin g  to  
destroy  th e  A n o p h ele s  m o sq u ito , b u t th a t  the  in ju ry  d o n e  by 
th is  insect m igh t be greatly  dim inished an d  in  tim e a lm ost 
entirely  done aw ay w ith , by th e  system atic  use o f  qu in ine . 
A ccordingly , w hile the  clearing  o f  jung les an d  rem oval of 
rub b ish  w ere co n tinued , redoub led  efforts w ere m ade  to  push  
th e  d is trib u tio n  o f  qu in ine am ongst th e  in h a b itan ts  o f  the 
to w n , w hile destroy ing  th e  effects p roduced . T he sta tistics 
supplied  by  th e  Civil S urgeon  w ith  his re p o r t o n  th e  p rogress 
o f  th e  cam paign  in  1909 are  d istinctly  encourag ing . T h e  ra tio  
o f  d e a th  p er th o u san d  fro m  fever d u rin g  th e  year, w h ich  w as 
n o t b y  an y  m eans a  hea lthy  one, w as slightly  low er th a n  
th e  average ra tio  per th o u san d  fo r  th e  five years fro m  1904 
fo  1908, w hile th e  p ro p o rtio n  o f  dea th s fro m  fever to  to ta l 
d ea th s  w as very  m uch  lower.

A n  A n ti-m alaria  schem e w as conducted  by  the  D in a jp u r 
M unic ipa lity  in  1947. T h is m unicipality  received governm ent 
g ra n t to  th e  ex ten t o f  50 p er cent, o f  the  estim ated  an n u a l 
cost. T h is schem e p roduced  g ood  results in  con tro lling  the  
local incidence o f  m alaria .

R a tio n in g  o f  c inchona p ro d u cts  in troduced  in  1943 under 
undiv ided  Bengal w as also  ad o p ted  in  B angladesh  d u rin g  1947. 
T he D istric t M ag istra te  w as requested  b y  the  H ea lth  D irec to ra te  
to  subm it estim ates fo r th e  requ irem en t o f  an ti-m ala ria  d rugs 
in  co n su lta tio n  w ith  the  local C ivil S urgeon, th e  D istric t H ealth . 
Officer, th e  S ubdivisional Officer an d  Subdivisional H ea lth  Officer
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an d  to  superv ise th e  lis t o f  selling agents a n d  free d istribu ting  
agents i f  necessary. T h e  sale o f  M epacrine tab le ts  th ro u g h  post 
offices w as arranged  im m ediate ly  a fte r p a r titio n  o f  th e  province 
in  co n su lta tio n  w ith  th e  P ost-M aster G enera l, R angladesh 
T h e  m o n th ly  q u o ta  o f  h a lf  a  p o u n d  o f  qu in ine th a t w as allow ed 
to  registered M edical p rac titio n e rs  d u rin g  th e  m a laria  season  
in  undiv ided  Bengal w as co n tin u ed  du ring  1947. In  1947 the  
estim ated  m id-year p o p u la tio n  o f  th e  d is tric t w as 1,398,461 
o f  w hich  9,454 d ied  o f  m a laria  w ith  the  ra tio  o f  6 ■ 8 p er m ille.
In  1950 d ea th s  fro m  m a laria  w ere 5,498 a n d  in  1951 it was 
3,333. I n  1951 R s. 1,340 w as g ran te d  to  D in a jp u r M unicipality  
a s  an ti-m ala ria  g ran t. T he ra te  o f  d ea th s  from  m a la ria  p e r 
m ille w a s 2*4 in  1951. I n  1961 Jhe to ta l n u m b e r o f  dea th s from  
m a la ria  w as 1,648 w ith  the  ra te  o f  0 -9 6  p e r  1,000 p o p u la tio n .
I n  1961 th e  P u b lic  H ea lth  D ep a rtm en t com pleted  a  geograph ical 
reconnaissance survey in  zone N o . 1 in  the  d istric t o f  D in a jp u r. 
In tra -dom ic ilia ry  sp ray  o f  D .D .T . w as carried  o u t in  zone N o . 1 
an d  65,994 s truc tu res  w ith  288,499, 53,844 ro o m s w ere sp rayed ; 
th e  to ta l in h a b itan ts  p ro tec ted  w ere 297,115; 14,771,570 super
ficial a re a  w as sprayed.

T h e  office o f  th e  zona l H ead q u arte rs  o f  M a la ria  E ra d ic a tio n  M alaria Eradt- 
p rog ram m e fo r Z o n e  N o .- l ,  D in a jp u r, w as estab lished  a tT h a k u r -  
gaon  R o ad  in  th e  year 1961 an d  w as shifted to  C h u rip a tti,
D in a jp u r, in  th e  year 1963. T he objective o f  th e  M a la ria  
E rad ica tio n  p ro g ram m e is th e  com plete e lim ination  o f  m a la ria  
f ro m  th e  c o u n try  th ro u g h  to ta l in te rru p tio n  o f  transm ission  
a n d  elim ination  o f  reservo ir o f  ineffective cases an d  n o t m erely 
th e  red u c tio n  o f  m a laria  cases. T h is zonal H ea d q u arte rs  is 
headed  by one D istric t M a la ria  E rad ica tio n  officer w ho  is in  
over a ll charge fo r th e  im p lem en ta tion  an d  superv ision  o f  all 
m a la ria  e rad ica tio n  activ ities in  th e  zone. U n d er th e  D is tric t 
M a la ria  E ra d ic a tio n  Officer th e re  is one P ilo t P ro jec t Officer 
w ith  th e  responsib ility  o f  in teg ra tio n  o f  m a laria  e rad ica tio n  
w ith  th e  H e a lth  Services in  th e  p ilo t p ro jec t a re a  in  P a rb a tip u r  
since 1966. T here  a re  one E v a lu a to r , one H ea lth  E d u ca to r, 
one M a la ria  S uperin tenden t, 4 A ssistan t M a la ria  S uperin tenden ts,
14 M ala ria  In sp ec to rs , 39 A ssis tan t M a la ria  In spec to rs , 177 
M a la ria  S uperv iso rs, a n d  55 M ixerm en  S praym en , one S enior 
M icroscop ist, 22 M icroscop ists, one E n tom olog ica l T echnician , 
a n d  4 In sec t C o llec to rs, etc.

T h e  p re p a ra to ry  phase o f  th e  p ro g ram m e s ta rted  in  D in a jp u r 
d is tric t fro m  Ja n u ary , 1961 a n d  w as com pleted  by D ecem ber 
o f  the  sam e year. D u rin g  th is  o n e  y ear p e rio d  ep idem iological, 
en tom olog ical a n d  geograph ical reconnaissance surveys w ere 
carried  o u t in  th e  d istrict.
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Attack phase.

Maintenance
phase.

T h e a tta c k  p hase  (spray ing  w ith  D .D .T .) s ta rted  in  D in a jp u r 
d is tric t from  Jan u ary , 1962 an d  it w as com pleted  by  D ecem ber, 
1964.

T he conso lida tion  phase (detection  an d  e lim ination  o f  
rem ain ing  cases) s ta rted  in  D in a jp u r d istric t in  early  1965 an d  
w as com pleted  in  1967.

T his phase s ta rted  fro m  1968 in  D in a jp u r an d  w ould  con tinue 
as long  as m a laria  persists in  th e  w orld . A ctivities o f  th is  
p h ase  will be ta k en  u p  by th e  H ealth  cen tres o f  th e  D irec to 
ra te  o f  H ealth  Services. Investigation  o f  m alaria  cases, if  there 
is  any , a n d  th e ir  elim ination  w ould be the  m a in  activ ity  d u ring  
th is  phase.

A  p ilo t p ro jec t has b een  stai'ted in  P arb a tip u r from  M arch , 
1966 w ith  a  view to  in teg rate  m alaria  erad ica tion  p rog ram m e 
w ith  th e  regu lar H ea lth  Services. I n  th is  p ro jec t em ployees o f  
th e  H ea lth  Services a re  tra in ed  in  th e  techniques o f  m a laria  
e rad ica tio n  an d  conversely m a laria  e rad ica tio n  p ro g ram m e p e r
sonnel a re  tra in ed  in  th e  general p reventive m edicine. T h is 
p ro jec t, a t  p resen t, is opera ting  in  P a rb a tip u r, C h irirb an d er 
an d  P hu lbari po lice  sta tions an d  very soon  i t  is Co be ex tended  
to  cover th e  w hole d istric t.

Since incep tion  o f  th is p rog ram m e in  D in a jp u r d is tric t 
in  1961 an d  u p  to  June, 1966 an  am o u n t o f  800 m e tric  to n s  
o f  D .D .T . w as used  fo r sp ray ing  a ll th e  houses in  th e  d is tric t 
fo r several tim es.

Kala-Azar.

A  m alarlo m etric  base line survey w as conduc ted  in  
D in a jp u r d is tric t in  1961 in  w hich th e  gross p arasite  ra te  fo r 
th e  en tire  d is tric t w as fo u n d  to  b e  13*8 p e rc e n t.  I n  1962 a n  
assessm ent m alariom etric  survey in  th e  sam e d is tric t w as co n 
du cted  a n d  th e  p a ra s ite  ra te  w as fo u n d  to  have com e dow n 
to  0*57 p er cen t. T h e  an n u a l p a ras ite  indices fo r 1963, 1964 
an d  1965 ob ta in ed  th ro u g h  surveillance o p era tio n s w ere fo u n d  
to  b e  0*13, 0*07 a n d  0-008 p er th o u sa n d  p o p u la tio n  respectively. 
R esu lts  o f  m alariom etric  surveys a n d  surveillance a re  g raph ically  
rep resen ted  in  annex . ‘A ’ a ttach ed  herew ith.

K ala -azar has been  m uch  p revalen t in  th e  d is tric t since 
qu ite  long  ago.

In  1947, 11,375 persons died o f  K a la -aza r an d  m o rta lity  
ra te  w as 25 p er m ille as ag a in st 17,487 w ith  a  d ea th  ra te  o f  
o f  33 p er cent, m o rta lity  in  1947, I n  1950 th e  d ea th  figure w as
1,001 in  th e  d istrict.
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A t p resen t th e  h o rro r  o f  th is d read fu l disease has 
been  elim inated  to  a  g rea t extent. Every year a  large n u m b er o f  
K ala -A zar pa tien ts  a re  trea ted  in  the  hosp itals an d  th e  K ala- 
A za r centres. T here  has been arrangem en t fo r th e  trea tm en t o f  
th is  disease in  th e  hosp ita ls , an d  dispensaries. T he to ta l  num ber 
o f  special K ala -A zar cen tres cam e dow n fro m  23 to  5 in  1966.
A  m edical officer o f  local d ispensary  is in  charge o f  each  o f  
these  centres.

In  1960 a  sum  o f  R s. 920*00 w as g ran ted  to  th e  M edical 
O fficers-in-charge o f  th e  K ala -A zar centres as allow ances. In  
1960 th e  to ta l num ber o f  K a la -A zar cases tre a te d  in  th e  cen tres 
w ere 2,251.

O u tb reak s o f  cho lera  a re  o f  yearly occurrence, b u t a re  rarely  Cholerw 
o f  a  very serious n a tu re , an d  last fo r a  m o n th  o r six 
w eeks a t  a  tim e.

T he year 1891 m ay be m en tioned  as a n  exceptionally  b ad  
one , w hen  th e  d e a th  figure from  th is  cause reached  a  to ta l o f  
6,491, I .e .,  4-17  p er th o u san d . T he d e a th  ra te  from  cho lera  is 
very  sm all in  com parison  w ith  fever o r o ther diseases in  the 
d is tric t. In  1947, 368 people d ied  o f  cholera. T h e  average 
d e a th  ra te  o f  ch o lera  p er 10,000 p o p u la tio n  in  1944-48 w as -34 
in  1948, 0 -2  an d  in  1949, *06. In  1951 the  low est n u m b er o f  
d ea th s  w as reco rded , i.e., 9 w ith  th e  ra te  o f -00 per thousand .
T his year th e  u rb a n  area  o f  the  d is tric t rem ained  free fro m  th is 
disease. T he average d e a th  ra te  w as 0*25 in  1946-50, 0 '1 2  in  
1950 an d  CO in  1951. In  1959, 5 persons w ere a ttack ed  an d  2 
died.

I t  is h a rd  to  say th a t one p a r t o f  the  d istric t is m ore 
subject to  such  o u tb reak s th a n  ano ther, b u t the  disease usually  
seem s to  follow  th e  course o f  one o f  the bigger rivers, the 
in fection  being  doubtlessly  carried  by  the  river w ater. In  is no ticea
b le th a t in  years o f  deficient ra in fall such o u tb reaks are 
m ore m arked , an d  assum e m o re  o f  an  epidem ic fo rm . T he 
reason  w hy cholera is less p revalen t in  th is  d istric t th a n  in  m any  
o thers  is p ro b ab ly  th a t the p o p u la tio n  as a  w hole get their 
d rink ing  w ater fro m  wells in  the ir ow n com pounds, an d  these 
a re  n a tu ra lly  m u ch  less liable to  con tam ination  th a n  pub lic  
sources o f  supply , such  as ta n k s an d  rivers. These wells are, 
how ever, se ldom  deeper th a n  12 to  15 feet and  in  a  rain less 
season they  ru n  d ry  an d  the  people are d riven  to  d rin k  ta n k  
o r r i e r  w ater. B ut th is  p rob lem  o f  getting  pu re  d rink ing  w ater 
h as  been  m itigated  m u ch  w ith  the  sinking o f  tube-w ells by  the
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Dysentery and 
Diarrhoea.

Small'Pox.

Vaccination.

B. C. G. 
Vaccination.

Leprosy.

P ub lic  H ea lth  D ep a rtm en t since 1962. 5,80,710 c.c., o f  cholera 
vaccines w ere received an d  595,332 persons w ere inocu la ted  in  
th e  sam e year.

T he diseases nex t in  im portance to  cho lera  a re  dysen tery  
a n d  d ia rrh o ea  w hich m ay  be classed under one head . The 
m o rta lity  from  th is  is sm all. In  the  m ango season, a  k ind  
o f  choleraic  d ia rrh o ea , caused by ea ting  un ripe  m angoes, is 
com m on enough , b u t se ldom  ends fatally . In  1947, 1,156 
persons d ied  o f  dysentery  a n d  d ia rrhoea . In  1949, 780 persons 
died a t  th e  ra te  o f  -55 p er mille. In  1951, th is d isease prevail
ed  bad ly  in  the  d is tric t an d  1,256 persons d ied . In  1961, 121 
persons d ied  a t  the  ra te  o f  0 -07  p er 1,000 popu la tion .

O u tb reak s o f  sm all-pox  a re  fairly  frequen t, b u t th e  ty p e  is  
n o t v io len t an d  does little dam age. Cases rep o rted  a s  sm all-pox 
a re  frequently  fo u n d  o n  investigation  to  be really  ch i.k en -p o x . 
In  1947, the  n u m b er o f dea th s oceu red  in  D in a jp u r w as 307, 
th e  h ighest in  th e  province. In  1949, only 3 persons d ied  o f 
sm all-pox  in  th e  d istric t. T he average d ea th  ra te  per 10,000 
p o p u la tio n  in  1944-48 w as *43. I n  1951, 676 persons d ied  
w ith the  ra te  o f  0*49 p e r  1,000 p o p u la tio n  an d  in  1961, 
perso n  d ied  o f  sm all-pox in  th e  d istrict.

V accina tion  is com pulsory  w ith in  th e  m unicipal lim its. 
T h e  people now  recognize its u tility  an d  seldom  raise  o b jec tion  
to  them selves and  th e ir  ch ildren  being  vaccinated  on . I n  fact, 
w hen  a n  o u tb rea k  o f  sm all-pox occurs they  are  eager to  get the  
services o f  a  vaccinator. In  1909 w hen th e re  was a  ra th e r 
severe epidem ic, no  less th a n  113,706 vaccinations w ere per
form ed. In  1941 num ber o f  vaccination was 89,050 a n d  in  1951 
th e  num ber o f  successful vaccination  was 2,93,328 w ith  the  
ra tio  o f  -75 dea th s p e r mille.

In  1961, 1,77,598 persons w ere tested  an d  80,336 persons 
w ere vaccinated  in  D ina jpu r.

B uchanan  H am ilto n  speaks o f  leprosy  being  co m m o n  in  h is  
day , an d  says th a t one person  in  a  hun d red  was supposed  to  
be  affected w ith  leprosy w hich constitu tes a  great p u b lic  hea lth  
m enace in  th e  n o rth e rn  d istric ts o f  the province a n d  specially 
in  D in a jp u r. T his disease is fa irly  p revalen t in  th e  d istric t. 
T o  fight o u t th is  disease a n  Ita lian  C atho lic  M issionary  has 
established a  L eper A sylum  a t D h an ju ri, D in a jp u r, in  th e  
year 1927 a t a b o u t 40 m iles fro m  D inajpu r. I t  is a  p riv a te  
h o sp ita l b u t receives aid  from  th e  G overnm en t an d  th e  D istric t 
C ouncil. F o rm erly , th e  patien ts  w ere lodged in  pudd led  clay hu ts 
w hich have all been replaced by  b rick -bu ilt houses. A  sm all
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clin ic  has been  bu ilt in  the  m iddle o f  lep rosarium  w ith  d ispen
sary . T h e  trea tm e n t o f  th is  disease is a  long-d raw n process.
I t  ta k es  f ro m  6 m o n th s  to  2  to  3 years. T here  are fo u r sister 
nurses a n d  one partim e d o c to r  to  lo o k  a fte r do rm ito ries p rov i
d in g  2 to  3 pa tien ts  in  each  ro o m . T here the  pa tien ts  p repare  
th e re  ow n fo o d  a n d  d o  the ir dom estic  w orks in  a  fam ily  like 
a tm osphere .

T h e  capac ity  o f  seats in  the  hosp ita l is 72. In  1963’
8 pa tien ts  w ere ad m itte d  an d  6 w ere cured.

D u rin g  1965, 86 in d o o r an d  700 o u td o o r  pa tien ts  were 
trea ted  in  th e  hosp ita l. T he hosp ita l receives p rivate  g ran t 
in  view o f  th e  increasing  n u m b er o f  the  leprosy  patien ts. G o
vernm en t s ta rted  in  1950 a n  o u td o o r  leprosy  clinic a ttach ed  to  
th e  S adar hosp ita l, D inajpu r. A  R ad io log ist is incharge o f  the 
clin ic  in  ad d itio n  to  h is ow n d u ty  in  S adar hosp ital. F ro m  1950 
to  1961 th is  clin ic  trea ted  2,894 patien ts. T he num ber o f  
p a tien ts  trea ted  in  th is  clinic in  1965 was 980.

I n  1947, 198 persons died o f  T . B. a t  th e  ra te  o f  -12 p er Tuberculosis, 
m ille. In  1951, 182 persons died a t  th e  ra te  o f  '1 3  p e r  miile 
a n d  in  1961, 127 persons died a t the  ra te  o f  0 -07  p e r  mille.

T here  a re  tw o  T. B. C linics in  the  d istric t, one is a t  D in a jp u r T. B, cuaics. 
sa d ar, es tab lished  in  A ugust an d  th e  o th er a t  T h ak u rg ao n , 
estab lished  in  D ecem ber. B o th  these clinics a re  r u n  by  th e  
G o v ern m e n t a n d  only  o u td o o r pa tien ts  are trea ted . In  these 
tw o  clinics facilities fo r tubercu lin  test, X -ray, sp u tu m  m icro
scopy  have been  p rovided  and  fo r the  trea tm en t o f  the  patien ts 
b o th  m edical an d  surgical facilities a re  also  provided.

In  1947, 559 persons died a t  th e  ra tio  o f  -4 a n d  in  1961, Knteric fever. 
185 p ersons d ied  a t  th e  ra te  o f  0*10 p er 1,000 p o pu la tion .
T h is  d isease was classed in  the ty p h o id  fever. In  som e case 
vaccines w ere supp lied  by  the  D istric t C ouncil free o f  cost. In  
1961, 185 persons died a t the  ra te  o f  OTO p er 1 ,000popu la tion .

In  1951, 312 persons died a t the  ra te  o f  -23 p er 1,000 
p o p u la tio n .

in  1947, 15 persons died o f  rabies w ith the  ra tio  o f  -01 Rabies* 
a n d  in  1960, 4  persons died o f  rabies. 375 an ti-rab ic  vaccines 
w ere pu rchased  in  1960 by th e  D istric t C ouncil an d  supplied 
to  th e  persons a ttack ed  w ith  th is disease o n  paym en t o f  a  very 
sm all am o u n t, i.e ., Rs. 5 only.

I n  1947, 89 persons died w ith th e  ra tio  o f  *06. In  1951, Soiciir,
52 persons an d  in 1960, 89 persons died com m itting  suicide.
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Iniuries.

D eath at Child
birth.

Hospitals.

Sadar Hospital, 
Dinajpor.

St. Vincent 
Home.

Thahurgaon
Subdjvisional
Hospital.

Police Hospital, 
Dinajpur.

I n  1949, 331 persons died, th e  ra tio  being  *23 per 1,000 
p o p u la tio n  an d  in  1951, 267 persons died w ith  th e  ra tio  o f  
•19 p e r  1,000 p o p u la tio n .

In  1947, 1,114, in  1951, 787 a n d  in  1961, 407 m o thers d ied  
o f  child  b irth .

T he follow ing hospitals have been established in  the  d is tric t;

E stab lished  in  1896 i t  is a  class I  hosp ita l. T here  a re  5 2  
seats fo r m en an d  20 seats fo r w om en fo r th e  trea tm e n t o f  
general patien ts. T he average daily  a tten d an ce  in  1956 w as 186. 
T o ta l num bers o f  patien ts  trea ted  in  S adar h o sp ita l w ere as 
fo llow s: in  1948, 1,435; in  1949,1 ,786; in  1951,2,288 in  1952, 
2,136; in  1953, 2,014; in  1954,1,802; in  1955, 1,882; in  1956,1 ,561. 
In  1960 th e  to ta l num ber o f  pa tien ts  trea ted  in  th e  h o sp ita l 
w ere 1,854 in d o o r an d  28,007 o u td o o r, th e  daily  average n u m b er 
o f  pa tien ts  being 53-26 m en, 15-25 w om en an d  5-22  ch ild ren . 
In  1965 th e  to ta l num ber o f  in d o o r patien ts trea ted  was 33,523.

T his nursery  w as established in  1958 by  R everend  F ath e r 
T . B ono lo , a n  I ta l ia n  M issionary  in  M ission R o ad , D in a jp u r. 
T h is hosp ita l trea ts  b o th  the  in d o o r an d  o u td o o r patien ts. T h e  
num ber o f  beds fo r  th e  in d o o r patien ts is 72. T h e  nursery  
has a  general section  w hich provides 8 seats, a  special section  
fo r  T. B. p a tien ts , one m atern ity  cen tre an d  th e  m ino r op era tio n  
section . F o o d , m edicine an d  clo thes a re  p rov ided  by th e  
h o sp ita l au th o rity  to  the  pa tien t. C harges fo r p o o r pa tien ts  fo r 
fo o d , lodging, m edicine and  trea tm en t are betw een R e. 1-00 an d  
R s. 1-50 daily  fo r in d o o r patien ts . Special cab in s fo r  single 
p a tien t a rc  p rov ided  o n  special paym en t betw een R s. 8 -0 0  an d  
R s. 15-00 p er day . B u t these types o f  cases a re  very rare .

T h e  h o sp ita l was estab lished  in  1887. T his h o sp ita l is in 
charge o f  a n  A ssistan t S urgeon. I t  is a  class II  hosp ita l w itij
th e  capac ity  o f  16 beds. T he to ta l num ber o f  pa tien ts  trea ted  
in  th is  hosp ita l w ere 389 in  1956, th e  daily  average a tten d a n ce  
d u rin g  1956 being 101 and  th e  average expend itu re  p e r  head  
w as R s. 2,717.

T here is one class II  police hosp ita l in-charge o f  a  Sub- 
A ssistan t Surgeon  in  th e  d is tric t established in  1930-31. T here  
a re  o n e  tra ined  n u rse  an d  tw o nursing  o rderly  constables. 
T he capac ity  o f  beds in  the  hosp ita l is 22. O f the  patien ts 
trea ted  in  1964, 309 patien ts were adm itted  in  th is  h o sp ita l; 
th e  figure fo r o u td o o r  ra tie n ts  was 2,928. In  1965 the  in d o o r 
pa tien ts  w ere 280 a n d  o u td o o r patien ts  were 3,867. T he average 
daily  a ttendance  o f  patien ts  in  1964 w as 17-92 o u td o o r  an d
8 indoo r. T h e  expend itu re in  the  hosp ital in  1964-65 w as
R s. 33,350.



Ch. IX PUBLIC HEALTH 191

I

T h ere  is one “ B”  C lass R ailw ay  h o sp ita l under th e  Railway Hospi- 
charge o f  a n  A ssistan t Surgeon  a t  P a rb a tip u r. T he h o sp ita l 
w as established in  1908. E xcep ting  th e  A ssistan t Surgeon there 
a re  th ree  a ttend ing  docto rs. T h e  capac ity  o f  bed o f  the  hos
p ita l is 14 a n d  th e  num ber o f  pa tien ts  adm itted  in  1904 was 
389, o f  them  3 p a tien ts  died. T h e  to ta l num ber o f  patien ts 
tre a te d  in d o o r a n d  o u td o o r  w as 27,578 an d  th e  average daily  
a tten d an ce  o f  p a tien ts  in  th e  sam e year w as 171. T he 
a m o u n t o f  expend itu re  incu rred  in  1964-65 w as Rs.61,120 
approxim ately .

T h e  D istric t Ja il H osp ita l is u n d er the  in  charge o f  a  M ed ica l District Jail 
Officer w ith  th e  s ta tu s  o f  a  S ub-A ssistan t S urgeon. T he ja i l  Hospital, 
h o sp ita l is a  tw o -sto ried  bu ild ing  w ith  54 beds fo r  th e  m ale 
p risoners. D u rin g  th e  year o f  1965 th e  daily  average num ber 
o f  sick  p riso n ers  w as m ale  conv icts  3*05, under tr ia l m ale  8 -97 , 
u n d e r  tr ia l fem ale -01, m ale security  -01.

I n  T h ak u rg a o n  sub-jail th e re  is no  h o sp ita l m ean t fo r  the  
prisoners b u t  th e  S ubdivisio tial M edical Officer visits th e  ja il 
every d a y  a n d  trea ts  th e  p a tien ts . In  case o f  any  serious 
illness the  p a tie n t is rem oved  to  th e  S ubdivisional H osp ita l.

T h e  daily  average o f  th e  num ber o f  sick  prisoners in  1965 
w as 4*50 a s  ag a in st 2 -6 0  in  1964.

F o lio  v in j  is the  lis t  o f  the  d isp en sarie s  in  th e  d is tr ic t* . Dispensaries.

SI.
N o.

1

Nam es of Hospitals** and 
Dispensaries.

2

Of
what
class.

3

D ate of In  charge of— 
opening.

4  5

Thana in  which 
situated, in R ural or 

U rban area.

6

1. D inajpur Sadar Hospital (I) I 24-2-1893 M .B.B.S. . U rban, Sadar.

2. T hakurgaon Subdivisional Hospital I 20-4-1887 D o. U rban , Thakurgaon.

3. D hanjuri Leper Hospital IV L .M .F . U rban, H akim pur.

4. Debiganj Government Thana 
Dispensary (T).

I I-I2-1964 Do. R ural, D ebiganj.

5. Ranisacvkail Government T hana 
Dispensary (T).

I 1962 Do. . R ural, Ranisankail.

6. Atwari Government Thana D is
pensary (T).

I 1962 Do. Rural, Atwari.

7. Rajbati Government Out-door 
Dispensary.

I I-12-I964 Do. . U rban, Sadar.

*Lisi o f  Hospitals and Dispensaries in E a st Pakistan, 7967, published by th e  D irectorate 
o f Health Services in 1968.

•♦There are  dispensaries attached to these hospitals.
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SJ. N am es of H ospitals and 
N o . Dispensaries.

Of
what
class.

D ate of 
opening.

T hana in which 
In-charge of— situated, in  Rura 

o r U rban area

1 2 3 4 5 6

8. Fuibari Government Outdoor 
Dispensary (T) . .  D

i n June, 1905 L. M. F. R ural, Fulbari.

9. B irganj K..C. D sy’s Diapensary(T) III 20-9-1905 D o. . R ural, Birganj.

10. Pirganj (T) . .  D II I 3-6-1924 D o. R ural, Pirganj.

11. H aripur (T) . .  D H I 22-6-1954 D o. R ural, H aripur.

12. H abra  . . . .  D n r 10-9-1919 Do. . R ural, Parbatipur.

13. M unishgaon (T) . .  D III I94S Do. . R ural, Ranisankail.

14. K hansam a (T) ..  D m I5-4-I922 Do. . R ural, Khansama.

15. G horaghat (T) . .  D II I 8-5-1924 Do. Rural, G horaghat.

16. Goriya . . . D i n 25-2-1924 Do. Rural, Thakurgaon.

17. Panchpir ..  D III 1937 Do. R ural, Boda.

18. Roseya . . . .  D II I 1921 Do. Rural, Atwari.

19. B oda(T) . .  D III 1864 Do. Rural, Boda.

20. M irzapur . D II I 7-8-1923 Do. R ural, Atwari.

21. Panchgarh (T) . .  D i n 1921 Do. Rural, Panchgarh.

22. K e8horiganj(N arabarihat)D II I 3-10-1923 Do. R ural, Birol.

23. N awapara . D III 15-1-1924 Do. Rural, Birganj.

24. Biram pur . D III 4-1-1924 Do. R ural, Hakimpur.

25. T ctulia(T ) . D i n 1886 Do. R ural, Tetulia.

26. Blrol (T) . D i n 5-9-1932 D o. Rural, Birol.

27. K aharole (T) . D i n 1955 Do. R ural, K aharole.

28. N urul H uda . D III 20-6-1941 Do. Rural, Parbatipur.

29. C hirirbandar (T) .  D III 1-9-1932 Do. R ural, Chirirbandar.

30. Pakerbat . D III Do. R ural, Khansama.

31. Setabganj . D III 1-2-1924 Do. Rural, Bochaganj.

32. Ja la lp u r... . D i n 28-8-1945 Do. R ural, Kotwall.

33. Sakoan Chandanbari D 111 1940 Do. R ural, Chirirbandar.

34. Baliadangi (T) . D III 1937 Do. Rural, Baliadangi.

35. R uhea ... . D III 1940 Do. Rural, Thakurgaon.

36. H il i (T ) . . . D i n 1944 Unregistered R ural, Pak-Hili.



■Ch IX PUBLIC HEA LTH 193

SI.
■No

1

Names o f Hospitals and 
Dispensaries.

2

Of
what
class.

3

D ate of 
opening. 

4

In-charge of- 

5

T hana in  which 
— situated, in R ural 

o r U rban area.
6

37. Parbatipur(T ) ... D III 1938 L .M .F . ... R ural, Parbatipur.

38. Nawabganj(T) ... D III 11-2-1940 Do. R ural, Nawabganj.

39. Balia ... ... D III 1937 Do. R ural, Thaku rgaon.

40. Joydhar Vanga ... U 1939 Do. R ural, Pocahgarh.

41. Raniganj ... U 1939 Do. R ural, G horaghat.

42. Bhajanpur . .. U 1937 Do. R ural, Tetulia.

43. M angalpur ... U 1937 Do. R ural, Birol.

44. Bimakuri ... U 1937 Do. R ural, Chirirbandar.

45. Bhomraduha ... U 1937 Do. R ural, Pirganj.

46. Bhowla ... ... U 1937 Do. R ural, Debiganj.

47. Pamali ... ... U 1936 Do. R ural, Debiganj.

48. Rudrani(Kazihat) ... U 1-12-1947 Unregistered Rural, Phulbari.

49. Shikarpur(Saldanga) U 9-9-1939 Do. Rural, Debiganj.

50. RanirbandarVillage... U 19-12-1940 M.B. R ural, Chirirbandar.

51. D angarhat (A. Gafur) U 25-1M 940 Do. R ural, Chirirbandar.

52* Sherpur ... ... U 22-11-1944 Do. R ural, Chirirbandar.

53' R ajaram pur(H asan All) U 9 ^ 1 9 4 4 Do. R ural, Parbatipur.

:54 Ambari ... ... U Unregistered. R ural, parbatipur.

55- Shibganj ... U 1940 L.M .F. Rural, Thakurgaon.

36. D hanarhat (Ansaria U 
Charitable Dispensary).

25-5-1952 Unregistered R ural, Pirganj.

57. G opalpur ... U 1953 Do. R ural, G horghat.

58. K ataii (Karimbox Dis- U 
pensary).

1938 L .M .F . ... R ural, Atwari.

59. Kachnia ... U 3-9-1939 Do. R ural, Khansama.

60. Chandganj ... U Unregistered R ural, Kotwali.

•61. N ekraard ... U 1-9-1939 Do. R ural, Ranisankail.

62. D audpur ... U 12-1-1934 L .M .F . ... Rural, Nowabganj.

63. Paisa ... ... U Unregistered R ural, Ghoraghat.

64. Baduria ... ... U 14-4-1924 L .M .F . ... R ural, Nowabganj.

65. Lahiri ... ... U 1-1-1925 Do. R ural, Baliadangi.

66. Chitaman ... U 1937 Do. R ural, Phulbaria.

13
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Si.
No

N am e o f  H ospitals and 
Dispensaries.

Of
what
class.

Date of 
opening. In  charge of

T hana In which 
- - situated, jn Rural, 

or U rban area.

1 3 3 4 5 6

67. Charadangi . . .  U 6-2-1951 Unregistered R ural, Kotwali.
68. Raniganj V(i) 1928 L. M .F. ... Rural, Ranisankail.
69. Balia ... u 1937 Do. Rural, Atwari.
70. Sundardighi . . .  u 3-7-1963 Unregistered. Rural, Boda.
71. Chaklahat ... u Do. R ural, Boda.
72. Salander ... u Do. Rural, Thakurgaon.
73. R aradubihat IV 26-11-1963 Do. Rural, Kotwali.
74. Kaliganj IV 1-3-1967 Do Rural, Boda.
75. Kalandigouch IV 1962 Do. Rural, Tetulia. *

Rural Health T h ere  are five R u ra l H ealth C entres in  the  d istric t. These
Centres.

centres have been established for p reven tion  an d  cu re o f  th e  
disease in  th e  ru ra l areas. I n  each  o f  these cen tres, th e  Assis
ta n t S urgeon  is assisted by  one S ub-A ssistant S urgeon , four 
C om pounders, one D resser, one S anitary  Inspec to r, fou r 
G overnm en t H ea lth  A ssistants, one L ab o ra to ry  A ssistan t, one 
Lady  H ea lth  V istor, one M idw ife, th ree nurses, etc. O ne  M a te r
n ity  C en tre  is a ttached  to  each  o f  these R .H . C entres.

Family PJannjiig, T here  has been a  F am ily  P lanning  P r o g r a m m e  in  th e  d is tric t 
in tro d u ced  in  S eptem ber 1965 w ith  the  objective o f  low ering 
dow n th e  b ir th  ra te . T his Fam ily  P lann ing  P rog ram m e is 
ru n  by a  D istrict Fam ily  P lanning  B oard  consisting  o f  8 
m em bers. T he D epu ty  C om m issioner, D ina jpu r is the  C h a irm an , 
th e  Civil Surgeon is the  V ice-C hairm an.

T here  a re  22 T h a n a  Fam ily  P lanning Officers, one in  each  
th a n a . T here a re  th ree  F am ily  P lanning  A ssistan ts fo r  each 
th a n a  fo r  publicity  w orks, ho ld ing  exhib ition , advising a n d  
supervising th e  sale o f  the  contracep tives by  the  agents in  th e  
villages. T here are 1,252 village lady  organizers (dais).

* E xplanatory N otes—
I._ W h erc  indoor patients arc  treated.
D.—Managed by District Council.
T.—Thana Dispensaries managed by the District Council.
Class I—State-Public Hospitals and Dispensaries.
Class III—Local Fund Hospitals and Dispensaries and all institutions which are under 

Local Authorities o r maintained by Local Funds o r grants-in-Aid.

Class IV—Private aided Dispensaries supported by private subscriptions, but receiving aid 
from Government o r Local Funds.

c lass V(i)—Private non-aided Dispensaries under G overnrrent supervision maintained en
tirely at the cost of private individuals o r associations.
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T here  are tw o u rb a n  C linics o f  w hich one is a t D in a jp u r 
S adar H osp ita l w ith th ree  d octo rs  including one lady d o c to r, 
an d  one is a t S adar H osp ita l a t T h ak u rg ao n  w ith  one do cto r.
These d o c to rs  a re  all part-tim ers. Besides, there a re  o th e r 
pa rt-tim e  ru ra l C lin ics a ttached  to  the M atern ity  a n d  C hild  
W elfare C entres a t T h ak u rg ao n  a n d  a t D inajpur S adar w ith 
one d o c to r  an d  one L ady  H ealth  V isitor. T here a re  such ru ra l 
C lin ics a ttached  to  B irganj C haritab le  D ispensary ru n  w ith  tw o  
do c to rs  inc lud ing  one lady  do cto r, an d  a t P hu lbari an d G h o ra- 
g h a t C haritab le  D ispensaries an d  G h o rag h a t D ispensary' ru n  
by  m obile  un it.

Since its  incep tion  in  S eptem ber, 1965 u p  to  A pril 1966 
the F am ily  P lann ing  P rog ram m e d id  the  follow ing w orks to  its 
cred it. D uring  th is period  the  num ber o f  lU D  (Plastic coils) 
in se rtions w as 3,853, num ber o f  vasectom  (m ale opera tions) was 
1,010, num ber o f  fo am  tab lets sold to  clients was 18,881 doz. 
an d  condom  19,748 doz.

T his p rog ram m e was in troduced  only recently. So its 
tang ib le  resu lt is yet to  b e  seen.

T h e  D is tric t H ea lth  E d u ca tio n  Office w as established in  Health 
D ecem ber 1964 w ith  one D istric t H ea lth  E ducation  Officer and  
one F ield W orker-cum -ProJectionist. T he m ain  function  o f  the 
office is  th e  p ro p ag a n d a  o n  h ea lth  ed ucation  am ong  th e  m asses.
T h e  office m akes th e  p ro p ag n d a  effective by  organising sem inar 
and  ta lk s  in  schools, colleges, com m unity  centres, public  
places w ith the  help o f  M edical Officer, C ivil S urgeon, teachers 
o f  th e  educational in stitu tions an d  social w orkers.

T h is office a lso  arranges fo r film show  on  th e  history o f  
com m unicab le d iseases an d  how  to  p revent th em , on  m atern ity  
an d  child  care, o n  food n u tru itio n , balanced d ie t etc. T h is 
office arranges c ru sh  H ea lth  E ducation  cam paign a t the tim e 
o f  the  o u t-b re ak  o f  epidem ic diseases such as cho lera , typho id  
etc . w ith  the  h e lp  o f  Basic D em ocracy m em bers and  local 
influential people.

Since 1 9 4 7 , steps are ta k e n  to  preven t the  o u t-b reak  o f M o b ile  ac tiv ities 

cho lera  an d  o th er epidem ic diseases in  m elas and  fairs. A dc- 
q u a te  arrangem ents a rc  m ade fo r w ater supply  to  the pilgrim s.
A  d o cto r fo r th e  w ho le period  an d  an o th er fo r th e  first 10 
days o f  the  m ela are appo in ted . M oreover, th e  Sanitary.
In spec to r o f  th e  H ea lth  Circles is deputed to  look  afte r the 
sam ta tion  o f  th e  m ela area . T he p ro p rie to r o f  th e  m ela 
erected tha tched  houses a t a  considerable d istance from  the 
m ela fo r segregation o f patien ts suffering from  infectious
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Public HcalUi 
Engineering.

diseases. A lthough  1,847 cases were trea ted  In the  mela dis
pensary , there was n o  o u t-b reak  o f  any  disease in  epidem ic 
fo rm . F o r  supply  o f  pu re  w ater to  th e  v isitors, 65 pucca 
wells and  25 k u tch a  wells w ere tho rough ly  disinfected. A rran g e
m en t was a lso  m ade fo r supply  o f  w ater from  15 tube-w ells. 
E ighteen trench  latrines were erected a t a  suflTicient d istance 
from  the m ela ground  and  10 sweepers were engaged by  the 
p rop rie to rs o f  th e  m ela. A  tem porry  d ispesnary  w as opened 
fo r trea tm en t o f  patien ts. O ne qualified d o c to r  an d  o n e  com - 

 ̂ p o u n d er were appo in ted  for the  w hole period  o f  th e  m ela. 
A  to ta l num ber 1,810 patien ts g o t m edical tre a tm e n t in  the 
m ela dispensary . T hatched  houses w ere erected  by  the  p ro 
p rie to rs o f  the m ela for segregation o f  the  patien ts. T he S ani
ta ry  Inspector-in -charge o f  A tw ari H ealth  C ircle was depu ted  
to  lo o k  afte r the  san ita ry  arrangem ent m ade fo r  the m ela. 
T he D istric t H ealth  Olficer, D ina jpu r occasionally  visited the 
m ela and  gave necessary in struc tions to  the  san ita ry  staff. 
T here was no o u t-b rc ak  o f  epidem ic disease.

T he P ublic  H ealth  Engineering office has been established 
in the  d istric t in  1962. I t  is headed  by an  A ssistan t Engineer. 
T he function  o f  the  office is to  supply  d rink ing  w ater in  n ira l 
ureas o f  the  d istric t. U p  to  1964-65 th is  office has su n k  and  
rcsunk  2,420 and  242 tube-w ells a t D in a jp u r S adar an d  1,836 
a n d  163 a t  T h ak u rg ao n  respectively. I n  average th e re  has 
been one tube-w ell fo r every 200 people in  th e  d istrict.

School HcaUh 
Clinic.

T here is one School H ealth  C linic located a t  B a lubari, 
D in a jp u r. T h is C line has its  ju risd ic tio n  over 17 schools w ith 
6,995 studen ts. D uring  the  year 1965, th e  average da ily  a tte n 
dance o f  th e  school children a t  the  C linic w as 10*05; num ber 
o f  s tad en ts  vaccinated, inocu lated  a n d  physical defects detected  
was 5,998; num ber o f  s tuden ts referred to  th e  hosp ita ls  was 
53; num ber o f  schools in  w hich tra in ing  w as im parted  to  
trainees to  w o rk  as h ea th  m o n ito r w as 4 ; and  n u m b er o f 
schools in  w hich sem inar was organised was 12.



c h a p t e r  X . 

e d u c a t i o n  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n

T he p rincipal m o th e r  tongue  o f  th e  d is tric t is Bengali. Language and 
T h e  o th e r  im p o rta n t languages spoken  in  th e  d is tr ic t a re  U rd u  Literacy, 
a n d  E nglish . T h e  p ercen tag e  o f  peop le  speak ing  different 
languages in  the  d is tric t is in d ica ted  in  th e  ta b le  below :

N am e o f  language . T o ta l. M ales. Fem ales. P ercentage.

Bengali . .. 16,53,913 8,74,473 7,79,440 . 96*72
U rd u  ... 46,922 28,703 18,219 2*74
English  ... 8,979 7,796 1,183 •52

T he num ber o f  lite ra te s  recorded  in th e  1961 C ensus is
3,64,710 o u t o f  w hich 3,02,631 are m ales an d  62,088 fem ales
w hich give an  overa ll p ercen tage o f  25-9 . C onsidering  the  literacy
figures by  sex th e  p ercen tage o f  literacy  am o n g st m ales is
33*53 an d  a m o n g st fem ales 7 68.

D eta ils  o f  the  ed u ca tio n a l level o f  th e  peop le  a re  given below :

B oth . M ales. Fem ales.
P o st-G rad u a te s 231 220 11
G ra d u a te s 609 586 23
U n d er-G rad u a tes  ... 1,111 1,043 68
M atricu la tes 6,925 6,654 271
P rim ary  passed 4,73,426 4,06,421 67.005
Below P rim ary 11,08,681 8,36,597 2,72,084
N o  fo rm al ed u ca tio n 3,21,659 2,47,085 74,574

Education Level-

T he figures o f  persons ho ld ing  professional or technical 
degrees an d  certifica tes a re  given below :

B ducatian , M edicine, EiigineeriDg, Law , A griculture, C onim eice, O thers

P ersons 1,081 285 59 ...  83 .................
h o ld in g  certificates.
Persons 292 83 31 88 27 3 30
h o ld in g  dip lom as 
an d  professional 
degrees.

D u rin g  th e  year 1965-66 o u t o f  1,69,368 pup ils  under in s tru c 
t io n  in  d iffe ren t s tag es  1,06 496 w ere M uslim  boys an d  35,398 
M u slim  g irls  as a g a in s t 1,06,674 M uslim  boys an d  21,857 M uslim  
g irls  in  1964-65. T h e  p ercen tage  o f  M uslim  p u p ils  in  th e  p o p u la 
tio n  o f  th e  d is tr ic t w as 8-35  an d  to  th e  to ta l  M uslim  p o p u la tio n  
a s  12-45  only.
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Administration.

Background.

T he num ber o f  ed u catio n al in s titu tio n  in the  d is tric t on the 
30 th  June  1966 was as fo llow s:

1. C olleges fo r  boys
2. C ollege for girls
3 . H igh Schools ...
4 . Ju n io r High Schools
5. M iddle English Schools
6. P rim ary  Schools
7. W eaving School
8. P o ly techn ique In s titu te
9. P rim ary  T ra in ing  In s titu te  

10. R efreshers C ourse T ra in in g  C entre

84
68

3
1,268

1
I
1
1

A t presen t the  d is tric t a d m in is tra tio n  o f  education  is ru n  by 
th e  D istric t E ducation  Officer an d  th e  D istric t In sp ec to r o f  
Schools. T h e  D istric t In sp ec to r o f  Schools has to  superv ise the  
P rim ary  Schools an d  th e  D istric t E d u ca tio n  Officer has to  look  
a fte r S econdary  E duca tion  and  special schools as well as educational 
developm ent p rogram m e. T h e  D istric t E ducation  Officer is 
assisted in his w ork  by 2 Subdivisional E d u ca tio n  Officers, one 
fo r each subdivision an d  15 T h an a  E d u ca tio n  Officers fo r 22 
th an as. T h e  D istric t Inspec to r o f  Schools has 16 A ssis tan t Sub- 
Inspectors o f  Schools to  help h im  in  his w ork , w hile H igh  
Schools fo r girls a re  supervised by the  Inspectress o f Schools 
o f th e  D ivision and by th e  A ssistan t Inspectress o f  schools- 
In  financial m atte rs  all colleges o f  th e  d is tric t a re  u n d er th e  d irect 
con tro l o f  the  D irec to r o f  P ublic  In s tru c tio n , B an g lad esh .

T h e  D egree E xam inations a re  conducted  by  the  U niversity  
o f  R ajshah i an d  the  S econdary  S chool C ertificate E xam ination  
an d  th e  H igher Secondary C ertificate E xam ination  a re  conducted  
by  th e  B oard o f  In term ed iate  an d  Secondary E d u ca tio n , R ajshahi. 
The m atte rs  re la ting  to  affiliation, fo rm ation  o f  G overn ing  bodies 
and  sy llabus etc . o f  the  D egree an d  In te rm e d ia te  co lleges arc 
co n tro lled  by th e  U niversity  an d  the  S econdary  B oard  concerned 
respectively. T he Local Bodies o f  th e  d is tric t have th e ir  sepa
ra te  a rran g e m en t fo r  th e  c o n tro l o f  schools w ith in  th e irju risd ic - 
tio n , w hile Ju n io r  an d  H igh M adrasahs are con tro lled  by  the  
B oard  o f  M ad rasah  E ducation , so fa r  as exam inations arc 
concerned. Polytechnic In s titu te  o f  th e  d istric t is con tro lled  by 
the  D irec to ra te  o f  T echnical E ducation .

M u h am m ad  B akh tiya r K haIji conquered  N o rth  B engal 
a f te r  h is v ic to ry  over L akshm anasen . H e estab lished  a  
m ilita ry  o u tp o s t a t  D ev k o t. A fte r the co n q u est o f  Bengal he is 
said  to  have estab lished  m adrasas an d  m a k tab s  in th e  co nquered  
area. H is exam ple was em u la ted  by som e o f  his successors.
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T h e  s tu d y  o f  Persian  assum ed im p o rtan ce  w ith  th e  M uslim  
co n q u e s t. T h e  use o f  the  Persian  L anguage in  all revenue 
tran sac tio n s d a tin g  from  A k b a r 's  re ign  com pelled  every one 
hav ing  in terest in  lan d  to  learn  the  Persian  language . H indus 
an d  M uslim s alike, the refo re , considered  m astery  in  Persian  as 
one o f  th e  necessary ed u catio n al a tta in m e n ts . By th e  fo u rteen th  
■century A .D . M angal kavyas  began  to  be com posed in  Bengali 
a n d  one o f  the po ets , J a g a t Jivan  G h o sa l, w ho w rote such a  
poem  in  th e  seven teen th  cen tury , w as b o rn  in  the  d is tric t o f 
D in a jp u r.

F rancis  B uchanan  (H am ilto n ) d es-ribed  the  s ta te  o f  education  
dn th e  d is tr ic t in  th e  beg inn ing  o f  th e  n ine teen th  cen tu ry  as 
fo llow s;

“ C h ild ren  u su a lly  go to  schoo l a t  five years o f  age, an d  are 
d tts truc ted  to  read a n d  w rite  a t th e  sam e tim e, w hich seems to  be 
a n  excellent m ethod .

“ In  five or six m o n th s  they  a re  th u s  ab le  to  read an d  w rite.
T h ey  th e n  beg in  to  w rite  cyphers o n  p a lm ira  o r p lan ta in  
leaves w ith  a  reed an d  ink , a n d  a t th e  sam e tim e they  learn  
n u m era tio n , a n d  th e  subdiv isions o f  w eig h ts  an d  m easures. T he 
subdiv isions o f  tim e belong  to  as tronom y , o r ra th e r  astro logy .
T h is  occupies 18 m o n th s . T hey  th e n  b eg in ..................to  learn  to
k eep  acco u n ts , a t  th e  sam e tim e to  m u ltip ly , divide a n d  su b tra c t, 
w ith  th e  ru le  o f  p rac tice  in  w hich th e  u sua l In d ian  a rith m e tic  
co n s is ts . A cco u n ts  a n d  a rith m e tic  a rc  d iv ided in to  tw o  kinds, 
o n e  fo r a g ric u ltu ra l, an d  the  o th e r  fo r com m ercial affairs w here 
b o th  a re  to  be learned  th e  fo rm er is the  one usually  ta u g h t firs t;
b u t very few  o f  th e  natives ever acqu ire  th a t know ledge,
...................... In  general, the  p a re n ts  o f  th is  co u n try  a re  c o n ten te d
w ith  in s tru c tin g  th e ir  ch ild ren  in  m ercan tile  a c co u n ts ,.................
I t  is o n ly  th e  a r ith m etic , com m ercial and  ag ric u ltu ra l, th a t 
is  ta u g h t  a t  pathsala^; an d  th e  ap p lica tio n  to  m ensura tion , 
a n d  to  keep ing  o f  b o o k s , e ith e r o f  a  m erch an t o r land  ho lder, 
a r e  acq u ired  in  som e office o r  sh o p  in to  w hich th e  lad  en ters 
a s  an  ass is tan t, an d  w here he a lso  learn s th e  sty le  and  m anner 
o f  co rrespondence . Boys are fitted  o r en te rin g  in to  a n  office 
a s  assis tan ts , w hen from  8 o r 10 years o f  age , acco rd ing  to  the ir 
industry .

“ T he use o f  the sharp  iro n  sty le, fo r w riting  on bark  or 
leaves, a tlh o u g h  the  orig inal m an n er o f  H indu  w riting  has 
b een  en tire ly  relinqu ished , an d  a  p en  m ade o f reed o r bam boo  
a n d  ink , in troduced  by  M uham m adans, a re  universally  em ployed, 
ev en  in  w riting  on  th e  pa lm ira  leaf, w hich is s till o ften  used 
in  w orks o f  value as being  m o re  d u ra b le  th a n  p ap e r..............
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N either is th e  H iudustao i d ia lect ta u g h t in any  school, n o r 
is th e  Persian charac ter usually em ployed to  w rite  it in any 
o f  the  pathsalas. T he people o f  h ig h e r rank , how ever, com m only 
teach  th is  to  th e ir  ch ild ren , w ho also  le a rn  to  speak  a  higher 
sty le, w hich m ay be com pared  to  th e  P ra k rito  o f  th e  H indus,. 
an d  consists a lm ost as en tire ly  o f  A rab ic  and  P ersian , as the  o th e r  
does o f  S ansk irita” .

A b o u t M a kta b s  he w ro te:

*‘T h e  num ber o f  M u k ta b  khanas, o r schools w here Persian.
lite ra tu re  is ta u g h t......................is very sm all. T hey are  nearly
as m uch  frequen ted  by H indus as by M uham m edans, fo r 
th e  P ersian  language is considered  as a  necessary accom 
p lishm ent fo r every gen tlem an, an d  i t  is absolutely  necessary 
fo r those  w ho wish to  acqu ire  a  fo rtu n e  in th e  c o u rts  o f  law. 
T h e  n u m b er o f  pupils , how ever, in  th is d is tric t is very sm all, 
and  m o st o f  the  people o f  any  ran k  o r  w ealth  are in s tru c ted  
by p riv a te  tu to rs  w ho are  p ro cu rab le  on  the m ost m odera te  
te rm s. T here  is reason  how ever to  fear, th a t  th e ir  learn in g  is 
n o t extensive, n o r  th e ir  ta s te  co rrec t: an d  so  fa r  as I could  
learn , th e  stud ies usually  pursued  are  fo rm s fo r correspondence^ 
o r processes o f  law , to  w hich are  ad d ed  t l  m o st im probab le  
legendary  ta les th a t can  be p rocu red . T here  is no  school in  
w hich A rabic , o r th e  science o f  th e  M uham m adans are  ta u g h t;  
an d  a lth o u g h  som e o f  th e  p riest (M olanas) can  read  th e  p o rtio n s  
o f  the  K o ra n , th a t are ap p ro p ria ted  fo r certain  cerem onies, f  
hea rd  a  general com plain t from  th e  K asis, th a t few u n d e rs ta n d  
a single w ord  o f  th a t la n g u ag e ; a n d  th a t  th e  g rea te r p a r t  h ad  
m erely learned  th e  passages by  ro te , so as to  enab le  them  t a  
perform  th e  cerem onies.....................

' ‘T h e  course o f  s tudy  in  a  H indu  academ y begins w ith  th e  
Vyakoron  o r S ongsk rito  g ram m ar a n d  lite ra tu re . F o r  the  first 
10 years som e study  a  g ram m ar called Songkhyip tosar  said  to  
have been com posed by a  B rahm an nam ed K om odisw ro , 
concern ing  w hose h is to ry  th e  P andits  co u ld  give m e no  in fo r
m a tio n . T he s tu d y  o f  th is g ram m ar is som etim es facilita ted  
by th e  C om m entary  o f  G oy ichondor, o the rs again  s tudy  a  
g ram m ar called, kolop, said  to  have been  com posed  by  S orbo  
B orm a, w ho w as co n tem porary  w ith  S alivahana. T his g ram m ar 
seems to  be nearly  as obscure an d  unscientific a s  th e  fo rm er, 
as i ts  s tudy  usually  occupies 10 years, a lth o u g h  persevering 
stu d en ts  som etim es are  m asters o f  it  in  e igh t. O th ers  s tudy  a  
g ram m ar called M ugdhobodh, w ritten  by  V opodev, a  B rahm in  
o f  th e  five tribes in troduced  by A disur in to  B engal, a n d .
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therefo re, a  m odern  au th o r. T hose w ho use th is  g ram m ar, study  
tw o com m entaries, one called  Gon w ritte n  a lso  by V opodev , 
and  a n o th e r  w ritten  by a  B rahm in, R am  T o rk o  V agis. T his 
system  is p robab ly  m uch  m ore ra tio n a l th a n  th e  o thers, as
y ou ths requ ire  on ly  from  th ree  to  five years fo r its  study .
F inally , o th e r  m asters use a  g ram m ar equally  easy, called  
S arosw ot, and  com posed  by O n o b h y u t A charyo  o f  V aranosi 
(B enaras). These a lso  use th e  C om m entary  o f  G ov indo  called 
P odochondrika , an d  th a t  o f  R am krishno , called  P odm okum ari.
.................T hey th en  beg in  to  learn  th e  m ean ing  o f  the
w ords in  an  O bh idhan . So far as 1 can learn, a n  O bhi- 
d h an  is ra th e r  a  vocabu lary  th a n  a  d ic tio n a ry  an d  the
natives have yet ad o p ted  the  a lphabetical a rrangem en t o f  the ir
w ords to  facilita te  th e  s tudy  o f  th e ir  language. T h e  only 
vocabu lary  used  in  D in a jp u r is th e  O m orkosh  o f  O m orsingho , 
w hom  th e  P andits  here , as usual, consider as a person  belonging 
to  th e  sect o f  B uddha , w ho flourished a t  th e  co u rt o f  V ikrom .
T he s tu d y  o f  th is  occupies only  one year, an d  is som etim es 
assisted  by th e  com m entary  o f  a  Physician nam ed B horo t 
M ollick , an d  a t  o th e r  tim es by th e  com m entary  o f  R ay  M ak u t 
which by its  p ro lix ity  leng thens the tim e o f  study  fo r 6 m onths.

“ T he s tu d e n ts  now  are qualified to  begin to  poets, and  th e  
w ork  usually  chosen to  from  th e ir  tase ( ta s te ) is th a t called 
B h o tti, w hich is said to  consist o r  ex tra c ts  from  the  R am ayon 
o f  V alm iki, m ade by  B hortriho ri, b ro th e r , o f  V ikrom . A  year 
is em ployed in  read ing  th is  w ork, w hich accord ing  to  the  
PatuUts w ho use i t ,  is also  excellent an d  sublim e th a t a fte r  its 
perusa l every o th e r  poem  ap p ears  flat, an d  is unnecessary ; bu t 
o th e rs , a m o n g  w hom  is th e  R a ja ’s P urohit. p refer tw o
poem s, nam e R oghu  an d  K u m ar S o m b h a ...................... Sri
C h o n d ro k , a  b ro th e r  o f  th e  R a ja ’s Purohit, a lth o u g h  a 
P ro fesso r o f  law, seem  to  ex ten d  th e  s tudy  o f  the  P oets  m ore 
th a n  usual, an d  besides th e  com m on ex tra c ts  from  th e  w ork  o f 
V alm iku  he reads w ith  h is pup ils an o th er h isto ry  o f  R am
called N a to k .....................  O ther professors o f  law are less
in d u lg e n t, and  proceed to  th a t d ry  s tu d y  im m ediately afte r 
th e ir  pup ils have read th e  O m orkosh . T hen  pupils are now 
considered  a s  com pletely  in struc ted  in  the  Vyakoron, o r  S ongs- 
k rito  g ram m ar, an d  m ay peruse w hatever o f  th e  classical 
a u th o rs  in  th a t lan g u ag e  they  can  ven tu re  to  read. In  D inaj
p u r  n o  p>erson excep t B rahm ins are in s tru c ted  in th e  Vyakoron\ 
b u t in  som e p a r ts  o f  Bengal, th e  Baidyos. o r m edical tr ib e , and  
even som e rich K ay o sth o s a re  perm itted  to  study  such po rtions 
o f  th is  science, as have been com posed by m erem en ; b u t  w h a t
ever is supposed  to  have been delivered by M unis, o r  by gods.
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is concealed  from  the ir p ro fane eyes. Som e K ay o sth o s have, 
how ever, had  th e  audacity  to  lay open  the  veil, a n d  have even 
transla ted  o f  the  w orks o f  V yas in to  the  P a rak rito  language; 
b u t th is is held to  have been highly  un justifiable . Some 
B rahm ins, how ever, ju stify  th e  ac tio n ; n o t from  the ir alleging 
th a t  a  K ay o sh to  should  read  th e  w ork  o f  a  M uni, b u t because 
the  w orks th a t have been tran sla ted  are n o t in  rea lity  the 
com psition  o f  Vyas.

“ Persons w ho are desirous o f  ex tending  th e ir  know ledge to  
th e  s tudy  o f  th e  law  {Sm ritf}, a fte r such a  course o f  Vyakoron, 
a re qualified to  be w ith  the w orks o f  R o g h u n o n d o n , a  B rahm in 
o f  N od iya, w hose g randson  is said  to  be s till alive. H is w orks 
arc said to  be very vo lum inous, an d  to  consist o f  28 books. 
O f  those  how ever e igh t only  a rc  u su a lly  stud ied  in  th is  d is tric t 
and  these requ ire  five years o f  c o n s tan t ap p lica tio n . T hey  are 
as fo llow s:

(1) Tighi Toltwo, which tre a ts  o f  th e  laws to  be observed
in th e  perfo rm ance o f  cerem onies a t new  m oons and
eclipses.

(2) P rayoschitto  Tottwo, concern ing  the  cerem onies which
o u t to  be perform ed fo r the  rem ission o f  sin.

(3) M olom as Totf^io , concern ing  w hat is to  be done o r
om itted  d u ring  the  in te raca la ry  m on th  o f  the lunar
year.

(5) Sucldhi Totfw o, concern ing  w hat is to  b e  ea te n  on
certa in  days especially  those  o f  m orn ing .

(6) Udbaha Tottw o, concern ing  m arriage.

(7) A hn ik  T ottw o, concern ing  th e  rules fo r prayer.

(8) Sradho Tottw o. concern ing  w hat is to  b e  done in
com m em oration  o f  deceased paren ts.

“ A fte r th is  course o f  law  one pandit reads w ith  his pupils 
one o f  th e  18 P u ra n s  called S ribhagvo t, as co n ta in in g  a  useful
illu s tra tio n  o f  th e  d ry  precep ts o f  R o g h u n o n d o n ...............................
In  th is  school m en have usually finished the ir education  in  the 
law  by the  tim e th a t they are  th irty  years o f  age. Som e o f  
the  pandits  how ever in  place o f  th is fight to  poetica l regions, 
a fte r having finished the  u sua l eight books o f  R o g h u n o n d o n , 
teach  the  P rach in  Bariti, com posed by  S ulpandi, a  B rahm in o f  
Y osor (Jessore), w hich trea ts o f  the  sam e subject w ith  th e  2nd 
b o o k  o f  R o g h unondon . They then  give the ir pupils th e  Srad- 
d h o  C h in tom oni, a  w ork  o f  V achospoti M isro , a  M aith ilo  
B rahm in , w hich trea ts  on  the laws fo r perform ing  funeral cere- 

m o n ies .G ram m ar {V yakoron)  is a  necessary p relim inary  to
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a l l  science, b u t m any proceed to  study m etaphysics o r  ph iloso
phy w ithou t a ttend ing  to  law, an d  m any o n  th e  co n tra ry  study 
law w ithou t a  precious know ledge o f  th a t im p o rta n t b ranch  o f  
know ledge. M etaphysics o f  the  N yoyo  Sastro  a re  the  glory o f  
th e  p and its  o f  Bengal, an d  are  now here in  In d ia  so m uch
s tu d ie d ................  T h e  m o s t anc ien t w ork  on  th is  subject now
rem ain ing , accord ing  to  the  pandits  o f  th is p lace, is a 
trea tise  called Chiniam oni, said  to  have been w ritten  by a 
M aith ilo  B rahm in ; b u t it  is so obscure and difficult, th a t few 
are  ab le to  com prehend  its m eaning. T he w orks usually studied
have been com posed  in  m odern  tim es .......................... T he greater
p a r t how ever p u rsu e  the ir stud ies fo r 12 o r  14 years m ore,
read ing  a  g rea t varie ty  o f  b o o k s ,................................... These
th ree  sciences gram m ar, Law, and  M etaphysics, a re  consi
dered as the n o b le s t; and  are the  only know ledge w hich the  Odhya- 
p o k s  o f  Bengal will condescend to  teach  in  their G hauvaris  and  o f  
those  the  study  o f  M etaphysics is considered as by fa r the m ost 
h o n o u rab le , and  next to  th a t is th e  s tudy  o f  th e  law.”

T hus even by 1810 no  English school had  been established Beginoiog of 
in  the  d is tric t w hich cam e u n d e r the  co n tro l o f  the  E ast In d ia  
C om pany  in  1765. In  1856-57 there w ere 1 English school and  
8 V ernacular schools m ain ta ined  by  th e  G overnm ent in  th e  
d is tr ic t. Besides these 9 schools, there was in  1856-57 an o th er 
V ernacu lar school w hich used to  receive financial aid  from  th e  
G overnm en t. In  1870-71 th e  num ber o f  English  schools m ain 
ta ined  by  th e  G overnm ent w as 1 and  th e  num ber o f  V ernacular 
schools was 8. T h e  num ber o f  aided schools, how ever, increased 
considerab ly . In  1870-71 there were 4 English and 215 V erna
cu lar schools in  the d istric t w hich used to  receive financial 
assistance from  th e  G overnm ent. Besides these schools there 
were 18 g irls’ schools and  1 tra in ing  school w hich also used to  
receive financial aid  from  the  G overnm ent. In  1872 Sir G eorge 
C am pbell’s Schem e fo r th e  spread o f  p rim ary  ed u ca tio n  w as 
in itia ted . H ith e rto  G overnm ent h ad  n o t spen t any th ing  fo r  the 
sp read  o f  p rim ary  education . W ith  th e  in itia tion  o f  th e  Scheme 
o f  S ir G eorge C am pbell, th e  gurus  o r  village school m asters 
w ho  h ad  till then  im parted  prim ary  education  to  the  children , 
becam e eligible to  receive financial aid  n o t exceeding R s. 5 p er 
m o n th  each  from  the G overnm ent, subject to  the cond ition  th a t 
th e  in stru c tio n  w as to  be im parted  entirely  in  the  vernacu lar 
a n d  th a t the  w o rk  o f  the  pathsala  w ould be open  to  inspection.

U n d er S ir G eorge C am pbell’s Schem e the  expend itu re fo r 
giving financial help to  th e  gurus  w as to  be m et o u t o f  th e  
provincial revenues, no  ex tra  cess o r  ta x  being levied to  m eet
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th is  add itiona l expenditure. I t  should  also  be no ted  th a t in  
th is schem e th e re  was no  p rov ision  fo r  the  ap p o in tm e n t o f  
p rim ary school teachers by  the  G overnm ent o r  by an y  local 
au thority .

P rim ary  education  received a  fu rth e r im petus by the  e n a c t
m en t o f  the Bengal (R ural) P rim ary  E duca tion  A ct o f  1930 
(Bengal A ct 7 o f  1930). U nder this A ct a  C en tra l P rim ary  
E ducation  C om m ittee was constitu ted  fo r the  pu rpose  o f  advis
ing the  G overnm ent on  all m a tte rs  referred to  in  th e  Bengal 
(R ural) P rim ary E ducation  A ct. T his A ct a lso  co n stitu ted  the 
D istric t S chool B oards (i) to  p repare  and  m a in ta in  a  register 
show ing all p rim ary  schools w ith in  the  d istric t, to g e th er w ith  the  
teachers th e reo f an d  the ir qualifications, an d  the  accom m odation  
available th e re in ; (ii) to  tab u la te  such fu rth e r in fo rm ation  and  to  
p rep a re  such  p lans o r  m aps as m ight be necessary to  enable 
the School B oard  to  fram e a n  estim ate o f  the  existing p rov ision  
fo r p rim ary  education  and  o f  the fu rth e r p rov ision  necessary to  
place p rim ary  education  w ith in  the reach  o f  all ch ild ren  ; ( i i i ) to  
p repare  in  the prescribed m a n n e r schemes fo r  the  ex tension  o f  p r i
m ary  education  w ith in  the  area under the au th o rity  o f  each  U n io n  
B oard , o r  P anchayu f, (iv) to  m ain ta in  all p rim ary  schools under 
public  m anagem ent in  th e  d istric t, except p rim ary  schools 
m ain ta ined  by the  U nion  B oards under the  co n tro l o f  th e  
S chool B oard ; a n d  (v) subject to  th e  prescribed  cond itions, to  
ap p o in t an d  fix an d  pay  the  salaries o f  teachers in  p rim ary  
schools.

The du ties o f  these D istric t School B oards listed in  section 
23 o f  the  Bengal (R ural) P rim ary  E ducation  A ct o f  1930 are  
fou rteen  in  num ber o u t o f  w hich only five have been specifically 
m entioned  there. U n d er th is A ct all im m ovable p ro p erty  o n  
which the  ro ad  an d  public  w orks cesses w ere assessed according, 
to  th e  prov isions o f  the Cess A ct, 1880, becam e liable to  the  
paym ent o f  a  p rim ary  education  cess. Incom e from  trade^ 
businesses o r  professions carried  o n  in  the  ru ra l areas w ere also- 
m ade liable to  th e  paym ent o f  a  p rim ary education  tax . In  
C h ap te r V  o f  the  A ct it was prescribed th a t in ad d itio n  to  th e  
sum s w hich m ight b e  ap p ro p ria ted  from  the S ta te  revenues in 
any year fo r  pu rpose o f  p rim ary ed u catio n , the  S tale G overnm ent 
shou ld  every year prov ide sum  o f  tw enty-three lakhs a n d  fifty 
rupees fo r expend itu re on  prim ary  education  in rural a reas .

P R IM A R Y  S C H O O L

T he first official g round  survey o f  educational in stitu tions 
w as m ade in  June  I960 according to  w hich in  the said  year the 
d is tric t as it s tan d s today  h ad  in all 1,231 Prim ary schools w ith
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■a to ta l num ber o f  2,77,081 students studying from  C lass I  to  
C lass  V. T h e  to ta l num ber o f  teachers w ork ing  in  these schools 
in  the  sam e year was 3,239 inc lud ing  416 tra ined  M atricu la te s  
a n d  In term ed ia te  passed. 1,193 non*m atriculates, an d  1,171 
u n tra in ed  M atricu la te s  an d  In te rm e d ia te  passed an d  459 o th e rs .
563 o f  these  p rim ary  schools had  p lay  g round . 611 were 
w ith o u t p rov ision  fo r d rin k in g  w ate r and  2 w ere subm erged  
u nder w a te r  d u rin g  m onsoon .

A ccord ing  to  th e  C ensus R e p o rt o f  1961 the  n u m b e r o f  
p rim ary  schoo ls w as 1,264 a t th a t time-

T here  w ere 1,268 p rim ary  schools in  the  d is tric t d u rin g  Present position 
th e  y ear 1965-66. having 4,166 teachers in  all o f  w hom  1,940 
w ere tra in ed  m ale  teachers, 2,141 w ere u n tra in ed  m ale  teachers 
an d  th e re  w ere  85 fem ale teachers o f  w hom  only  15 w ere tra ined  
as ag a in s t 4,056 in  1964-65, o f  w hom  1,799 w ere trained  
m ale  teachers an d  2,201 w ere u n tra in e d  m ale teachers an d  56 
fem ale teach ers  o f  w hom  10 w ere tra in ed . T h e  ta b le  show ing 
th e  o ld  a n d  th e  new  p ay  scale o f  P rim ary  school teachers is 
given below :

Category o f Teachers, 1964-65. 1965-66.

Mairic Trained Head 
Teacher.

(a)  Rs.60—1—80 . . Rs.lOO—1— 110—2—130.

Matric Head Teacher . . (a) Rs.50— 1—75 . . Rs.80—1—90—2—110.

N on-M atricG .T .H .T . . . (0) Rs.45— 1—70 .. Rs.65— 1—70—2—90

Matric Trained Assistant 
Teacher.

Rs.60—1--80 Rs.80—1—90—2—110.

Matric Assistant Teacher Rs.50— 1—75 Rs.60—1—70—2—90

Non-M atric Trained 
Assistant Teacher.

Rs.45— 1—70 Rs.55— 1—60—2—80

FJon-Matric Non-Trained 
Assistant Teacher.

Rs.35 (Fixed) Rs.45 (Fixed).

(o) Head teachers were receiving in the old pay scale a  monthly charge 
.allowance o f  Rs.20 in addition to their pay.

T h e  to ta l  n u m b er o f  p u p ils  in  p rim ary  schools o f  th e  d is tr ic t Knroiment. 
w as 1,45,141 o f  w h o m  37,556 w ere g irls d u rin g  th e  year 1965-66 
a g a in s t a  to ta l  n u m b er o f  pup ils  1,35,474 o f  w hom  36,404 were 
g irls  in  1964-65.

T h e  general co n d itio n  o f  the  p rim ary  school b u ild in g s w as B u ild in g s , 

im proved  to  som e e x ten t as 558 p rim ary  schools b o th  M odel 
a n d  non -M odel w ere a lready  developed u n d er th e  D evelopm ent 
P ro g ram m e o f  th e  Second F ive-year P lan .
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E x p en d itn re .

Kindergarten
Schools.
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T h e fo llow ing  tab ic  show s th e  expend itu re  from  sources 
o th e r  th a n  fe :s , e tc ., d u rin g  th e  year 1964-65 and  1965-66:

Head o f expenditure. 1964-65. 1965-66.

Rs. Rs.

1. Provincial Revenue 17,82,387 23,70,797

2. District fund 5,34.486 6,23,384

3. Municipal fund 24,141 23,872

In  ad d itio n  to  reg u la r p rim ary  schools d e ta iled  above., 
th e re  a re  tw o  K in d e rg a rte n  schools a lso  a t the  d is tr ic t  h ea d 
q u a rte rs  m ain ta ined  by fo re ign  m issions.

M id d le  E ng lish  
S chools.

Junior High 
Schools.

s e c o n d a r y  s t a g e .

A fte r  Independence th e  firs t official g ro u n d  survey o f  educa
tio n a l In s titu tio n s  w as co n d u c ted  in  June  I960, acco rd ing  to  
w hich th e re  w ere, a t  th a t  tim e, only  132 secondary  schools fo r 
boys a n d  6 secondary  schools fo r g irls in  the  D istric t. These 
secondary  schools, acco rd ing  to  a  rep o rt o f  1958 included 
37 h igh  schools fo r boys an d  3 h ig h  schools fo r  girls.

A cco rd ing  to  th e  C ensus R e p o rt o f  1961 the  ""number o f  
h ig h  schools w ent u p  to  46 ag a in st 40 in th e  year 1958, while 
the  n u m b er o f  o th e r  secondary  schools, includ ing  Ju n io r  H igh 
schools an d  M idd le schools s tood  a t 57 in  the  year 1961. The 
num ber o f  secondary  schools given in th e  C ensus o f  1961, how 
ever, does n o t include H igh and Ju n io r M adrasas. D e ta ils  o f  
M iddle English  Schools, Ju n io r H igh  Schools, an d  H igh 
Schools as th ey  s tood  on June  30th , 1966 are given below  ca te
gory  by category .

T h ere  w ere th ree  M iddle English  Schools in  the year 1965-66 
as ag a in st 4 (four) schools in  the  year 1964-65. T he reason 
fo r decrease in  th e  num ber o f  M iddle English  Schools in this 
d is tric t w as th e  raising  o f I (one) M iddle English  School to  
the  s ta tu s  o f  a Ju n io r  H igh School. T here w as one M idd le 
English S chool fo r g irls in th e  d is tric t d u rin g  th e  year 1.965-66.

T he num ber o f  Ju n io r  H igh Schools in th e  d is tric t was 68 
inc lud ing  5 schools fo r girls d u rin g  the  year 1965-66 as a g a in s t 
62 schools in  1964-65. It w ill n o t be o u t o f  place to  m en tion  
here th a t  th e  num ber o f  Ju n io r H igh Schools increased to  som e 
ex te n t in  1965-66.
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T he fo llow ing  tab le  show s th e  com parative  figures o f  the  Expenditure, 
to ta l n u m b er o f  M idd le E nglish  an d  Ju n io r  H igh Schools w ith  
th e ir  an n u a l ex p en d itu re :

N o . o f  Schools.
C lass o f  

In stitu tio n . 1964-65. 1965-66.

E xpenditure.

1964-65. 1965-66.

Boys. G irls . T o ta l. Boys. G irls. T o ta l.

M . E. Schools 4

Ju n io r  H igh 37
Schools.

4 2 I 3 12,517 6,559

5 62 63 5 68 4,26,161 5,34,461

T o ta l 61 5 66 65 6 71 4,38,678 5,41,020

T here  w ere 10 teachers in  M iddle E nglish  Schools a n d  328 
teachers in  Ju n io r H ig h  S chools d u r in g  the  y ear 1965-66 as 
aga in st I I  teach ers  in M iddle E ng lish  Schools and  313 in  
Ju n io r H igh  Schools d u rin g  1964-65.

O u t o f  338 teachers engaged  in  th e  in s titu tio n s  o f  m iddle 
s tag e  62 w ere tra in ed .

T h e  to ta l  en ro lm en t w as 59 inc lud ing  11 g irls in  M idd le Enrolment. 
E nglish  S chools an d  7,516 inc lud ing  1,329 g irls in  Ju n io r  
H igh  S chools d u rin g  th e  year 1965-66 as a g a in s t 342 inc lud ing  
23 g irls in  M idd le  E ng lish  Schools an d  6,495 in c lu d in g  1,162 
girls in  Ju n io r  H igh  S chools d u rin g  1964-65. T he num ber 
o f  s tu d e n ts  decreased in  M idd le E ng lish  Schools b u t increased 
in  Ju n io r  H igh  S chools d u rin g  th e  year-

F ees w ere realised  from  the  s tu d en ts  o f  classes IV  to  V IlI  Fees, 
a t a  ra te  ran g in g  from  R s.3 to  R s.4  p er m o n th .

D u rin g  th e  y ear 1965-66 th e re  w ere only 3 hoste ls a ttach ed  Residential and 
to  3 Ju n io r  H igh  Schools. A lm ost a ll the  scholars receiving Scholars, 
e d u ca tio n  a t  th is  s tag e  w ere day  scholars.

T h e  cu rricu lum  and  syllabus prescribed by the  D ep artm en t Curricuiam and 
o f  E d u ca tio n  w ere stric tly  follow ed in  th e  in s titu tio n s  o f  m iddle 
stage. T h ere  h as  been a  rem arkab le  change b ro u g h t by  the  
in tro d u c tio n  o f  religious ed ucation  an d  science as com pulsory  
sub jects in  th e  m iddle stage.
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Boilding aiid 
>eqaipmpnts.

'High Schools.

Staff.

Pay Scales.

Enrolment.

Eees.

T he co n d itio n s o f  the  school bu ild ings in  th e  D is tr ic t a re  n o t 
sa tisfactory . T h e  stocks o f  th e  fu rn itu re  an d  eq u ip m en ts  o f  th e  
schools a re  a lso  n o t u p  to  th e ir  requ irem en ts.

N ecessary effo rts  w ere u n d ertak en  d u rin g  th e  period  1965-66 
fo r th e  im provem en t o f  th e  co n d itio n s o f  th e  school bu ild ing . 
19 Ju n io r  H igh  Schools had a lready  been developed up  to  the 
year 1964-65, u n d er th e  D evelopm ent P ro g ram m e o f  th e  Second 
F ive-year P lan .

In  ad d itio n  to  one G o v ern m en t m anaged  H igh  School fo r 
boys an d  o n e  G overnm en t H igh  School fo r g irls  a t  D in a jp u r 
th e re  w ere 78 a ided  H igh  Schools fo r boys an d  4 aided  H igh  
Schools fo r g irls in  th e  D is tric t d u rin g  1965-66 as ag a in st one 
G o v ern m en t H igh  School fo r boys an d  o n e  fo r g irls , 74 aided 
H ig h  S chools fo r boys a n d  3 aided H igh  Schools fo r girls 
du rin g  1964-65. T he n u m b er o f  aided H igh  Schools fo r  boys 
increased by 6. T here w ere no unaided  H igh Schools in  th e  
d is tric t o f  D in a jp u r d u rin g  th e  year.

O u t o f  42 teachers o f  tw o G o v ern m en t H igh  Schools (one 
fo r boys an d  o th e r  fo r girls) 38 w ere tra in ed  an d  4 were 
un tra ined . T h e  rem ain ing  78 aided  H igh  Schools fo r bo y s and  
4 aided  H igh  S chools fo r  g irls h ad  978 teachers o f  w h o m  211 
w ere tra in ed  an d  767 w ere u n tra ined . T hese figure includes 14 
tra ined  an d  26 u n tra in ed  fem ale teachers. W hile in  1964-65 
th ere  w ere 73 aided  H igh  Schools fo r boys an d  3 aided High 
Schools fo r g irls  hav ing  874 teach ers  o f  w hom  193 w ere tra ined  
an d  681 w ere u n tra in ed  inc lud ing  27 tra in ed  an d  19 u n tra in ed  
fem ale teachers.

T h e  teachers o f  aided H igh  Schools fo r boys an d  g irls  were 
paid  a t  varied  ra te s  ran g in g  from  Rs.75 to  R s. 350 p er m o n th  
accord ing  to  qualifica tions o f  th e  teachers and  financial 
cond itions o f  the  in stitu tio n s concerned.

T he fo llow ing  tab le  gives th e  com parative  figures o f  en ro l
m en t in  H igh S chools in  1965-66 an d  1964-65.

Year.
No. o f  Schools.

Boys. Girls. Total. Boys. Girls. Total.

1965-66 79 5 84 24,111 3,980 27.791
1964-65 74 4 78 21,945 1,209 23,154

T he ra te  o f  fees varied from  R s.3 to  R s.6  acco rd ing  to  class 
o r  s ta n d a rd  in  th e  year 1965-66 an d  1964-65 respectively. 
T here  w as a  to ta l  co llection  o f  fees o f  R s .l2 ,90,256 in  th e  year 
1965-66 as ag a in s t R s .10,47,309 d u rin g  1964-65.
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A  sum  o f  Rs. 40,717 w as sp e n t as scho larsh ip  an d  s tip en d  
d u r in g  th e  year i965-66 as ag a in s t R s .30.941 aw arded  in  the  
y ear 1964-65.

In  the  year 1965-66 o f  the to ta l  n u m b e r o f  27,791 stu d en ts  
jecciv ing  ed ucation  in  th e  h ig h  schoo ls 660 scholars resided in  
h o s te ls  an d  th e  rem ain ing  27,131 w ere  day  scho lars. 431 scho
la rs resided in  th e  h o ste l an d  rem a in in g  22,723 w ere d ay  scho
la rs  d u rin g  th e  years 1964-65. A  sum  o f  R s.78 ,57I was spen t 
fo r  th e  m ain tenance  o f  hoste ls  o f  w hich R s. 1,576 and  R s.78,57I 
w ere received from  the  P rov inc ia l R evenue an d  th e  o th e r  
sources respectively  d u rin g  1965-66 as ag a in s t R s .1,58,222 was 
sp en t fo r th e  m ain tenance  o f  h o ste l o f  w hich R s.987 an d  
R s. 17,009 w ere received from  P rov inc ia l R evenues a n d  o th e r  
sources d u rin g  1964-65.

B engali is th e  m ed ium  o f  in s tru c tio n  in  a l l  H igh  Schools 
ex cep ting  2 H igh  Schools fo r boys v/z. P a rb a tip u r  J innah  H igh  
S choo l an d  D in a jp u r Iq b a l H igh  School w here U rdu  is th e  
m ed ium  o f  in s tru c tio n .

M id-day  tiffin is supp lied  to  pup ils  o f  Z illa  School, D inajpur* M id -d a y  tiffi*. 
In  ad d itio n  to  th is  27 m ore H igh  S chools w ere also  fo r som e 
tim es supplied  w ith  ghee, pow der, m ilk  an d  b u lgu r w heat as 
m id-day  tiffin by  the  C A R E  (C o-operative  A m erican  R em ittan ce  
E veryw here). A fte r  the  s toppage  o f  C A R E  supplies the  schoo l 
au th o ritie s  in troduced  M odified School L unch  P rog ram m e in 
14 H igh Schools w ith  the  G o v ern m en t subsidy o f  R s .3 ,3 I8 -2 5  
to  th e  ab o v e  schools.

T he fo llow ing  tab le  show s th e  com p ara tiv e  expend itu re  o f  F x p e n d ifw e  

h ig h  schools in  th e  d is tric t fo r  the  year 1965-66 an d  1964-651

1965-66. 1964-65.
•t t

Boys. Girls. Boys. Girls.

Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.
Provincial
Revenue.

5,76,605 91,776 5,13,854 87,866

L o:aI Bodies 51,351 4,546 29,338 2,291

Fees 11,94,531 44,959 9,92,865 54,444

O ther sources 5,54,657 47,188 6,79,996 51,751

Total 23.79,144 1,88,469 20,16,053 1,96,352

3 H igh  Schools o f  th e  d is tric t have, so far, been developed DeTeiopmeac 
u n d e r th e  M u ltila te ra l Schem e a t a  cost o f  R s .1,50,000 each  and  
22 H igh  Schools u n d er th e  ‘B ilateral Schem e’ a t  a  cost

14
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o f  Rs. 10,02,798 sp e n t in  the  y ear 1964-65 and  Rs.2,31,750 
sp e n t in  th e  year 1965-66. In  ad d itio n  to  th e se , 5 H igh 
S choo ls have been developed  u n d er the  G en e ra l Im prove
m e n t Schem e an d  4 H igh  S chools under the C ra ft Schem e during  
the  years 1964-65 an d  1965-66. T he to ta l ex p en d itu re  on 
the last 2 schem es fo r  th e  las t tw o years was R s.45,000 and  
R s. 16,000 respectively. A  sum  o f  R s.2 ,04,200 was a lso  spen t on 
p ro v id ing  facilities fo r the  teach ing  o f  Science in 13 H igh Schools 
o f  the  d is tric t du ring  1964-65 an d  1965-66.

Zilia High Being the o ldest school o f  the d istric t, a  sho rt no te o n  the
Scbooi, Dinajpiir. , ,

sam e is given below  :

T he school was first established in th e  year 1854 in  a building 
donated  by  th e  L ocal R aja, i t  was taken  over by th e  G overnm ent 
in  1957. T he school olfcns courses in H um anities, Science 
an d  C om m erce g roups o f  study. In  the  year 1966-67 the num ber 
o f  students was 422 an d  th a t o f  the  teachers only  18. T he 
schoo l has a  hoste l w ith 11 boarders, a  lib rary  w ith  9,121 b o o k s 
a s  well as p rov ision  fo r tra in in g  o f  Boy Scouts an d  C adets. 
T h e  schoo l has an  arrangem ent fo r com piling a  m onth ly  m aga
zine in  m anuscrip t. Boy Scouts an d  C adets also com pile a  
se p ara te  m on th ly  m agazine sim ilarly.

T h e  an n u a l expenditure o f  the  school was Rs. 77 ,351-97 in  
th e  year 1965-66.

Edocationai T he R om an  C atho lic  a n d  B aptist M issions continued  the ir
l^ ^ io n a rk s  m issionary  an d  educational services am ong th e  educationally

backw ard  p o p u la tio n  specially the  Santals o f  th is  d istric t. T hey  
m ain ta ined  one H igh School fo r boys w ith  464 studen ts, 1 (one) 
Ju n io r  H igh School fo r G irls w ith  193 students and  1 (one) 
Ju n io r  H igh School fo r boys w ith  222 students during  th e  year 
1965-66.

C O L L E G E S

T here was no college in th e  d istric t o f  D ina jpu r till 1941. 
D in a jp u r College established in  the  year 1942, w as th e  first 
college o f  the  d istric t. T haku rgaon  B .D . College cam e u p  in  1959, 
Phulbari College in  1963, P arb a tip u r College, PirganJ College 
a n d  B iram pur College in  1964, b o th  C heradangi College and  
P anchagarh  College in  1965 and  M ahila  College a t D in a jp u r in  1966.

T h e  to ta l num ber o f  colleges in  th e  d istric t in  1966 was 9, o f  
w hich 8 were boys’ colleges and  one was a  girls college. E xcepting 
B iram pur College an d  C heradangi college all o th e r boys’ colleges 
a re  co-educational. O u t o f  9 colleges 3 a re  D egree Colleges 
a n d  th e  rest are In term ediate  Colleges. 2 o f  the  3 D egree 
colleges, th a t is, T hak u rg ao n  College and  P hu lbari College have 
•only B. A . Pass an d  B. C om  Pass classes in  the D egree section
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■while D in a jp u r College p rov ide fo r  B.Sc, Pass course  also.
All the  colleges o f  the  D istric t provide teach ing  in H um anities 
a n d  C om m erce course fo r  In term ed ia te  classes b u t th e  D ina jpu r 
College an d  T hakurgao ii C ollege have classes fo r Science course 
also.

T he to ta l num ber o f  studen ts read ing  in  all the  8 boys’ 
colleges in  the  d istric t stood  a t 3,723 o n  June  30th , (1966), 1,356 
in  In term ed iate  H um anities g ro u p  including 61 G irls, 1,166 in 
In term ediate  C om m erce g roup  (all m ale), 549 in  In term ed iate  
Science group  includ ing  35 girls, 334 in  B .A . (Pass) classes
including 1 g irl, 250 in  B .C om  (Pass) class an d  128 in B.Sc.
(Pass) classes. T he num ber o f  teachers w ork ing  in  these colleges 
d u rin g  the  sam e y ear was 104. T he figures given above do  
n o t include the  n u m b er o f  students and  teacher o f  the  M ah ila  
C ollege, D in a jp u r w hich has been estab lished  v .ry  recently.

O u t o f  the  9 colleges o f  th e  d is tric t only five have hostels 
o f  the ir ow n. D in a jp u r college has 3 hoste l build ings including 
o n e  fo r H indus an d  P h u lb ari college, P irgan j college, C hera- 
d ing i an d  T h ak u rg ao n  colleges have one hostel each. 395 stu 
d en ts  lived in  these hoste ls du ring  the session 1965-66.

D in a jp u r College, being the  o ldest college in the  d istrict,
a  sh o rt no te o n  the  sam e is given be low :—

D in a jp u r College is located  a t the  D istric t H ead q u arte rs . Dinajpur
I t  was estab lished  in  th e  year 1942 as a  b ran c h  o f  R ipon Col-
lege o f  C a lcu tta . In  the  beg inn ing  i t  w as s ta rted  in  th e  bu ild ing  
o f  M ah ara ja  G irijan a th  H igh School. Tn the year 1944 it was 
sh ifted  to  the  bu ild ing  o f  Z illa S chool o n  a ren ta l basis and  
to  its new build ing a t N im n ag ar in  th e  year 1953.

T he college is now  affiliated to  th e  U niversity  o f  R ajshah i 
fo r D egree E xam ination  a n d  to  the B oard  o f  In term ed ia te  and  
S econdary  E ducation , R ajshah i, fo r H igher Secondary Certificate 
E xam ination . T h e  num ber o f  s tuden ts in  the  college w as 537 in 
I .A . classes including  46 g irls, 423 in  I. C om  classes, 353 in
l.Sc. C lasses includ ing , 35 g ir ls , 223 in  B.A. Classes inc lud
in g  31 g irls, 128 in  B.Sc. classes an d  158 in  B .C ora classes
d u rin g  th e  session 1965-66 th e  to ta l num ber com ing u p  to
1,822. T he teach ing  sta ff fo r the  sam e year consisted o f  38 
m em bers including 3 H indus. The college has 3 hostels, 2 for 
M uslim s having 207 residents and  one fo r H indus hav ing  53 
residents. T he College lib rary  has 10,409 volum e o f  books, the 
expend itu re  o f  the  lib rary  being R s.9,454 fo r the  year 1964-65 
a n d  Rs. 8,266 fo r  the  year 1965-66.

T h e  college has a  p lay  g round  o f  its ow n an d  a  du ly  quali” 
fied Physical T ra in in g  In s tru c to r  is included in  the  teaching
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Staff. U . O . T. C . tra in in g  was organised  in  1961-62, M ilitary  
tra in in g  w as im parted  to  the  w illing and  ab le studen ts in 1966. 
A  college m agazine is published  annually .

T h e  to ta l expenditure o f  the  college w as R s .9,90,182 in th e  
year 1965-66 a s  aga in st R s. 1,22,215 in  th e  y ear 1947-48.

T he college was p ro v in c ia lised  in  1958.

V O C A T IO N A L  A N D  T E C H N IC A L  E D U C A T IO N

T here was on ly  one w’eaving school in  the  d istric t w ith 16 
s tuden ts d u ring  the y ear 1965-66 a s  against 25 s tuden ts in th e  year 
1964-65. T h e  only technical school o f  the di.strict was raised to  a  
Po ly techni In stitu te  during  the sam e year. I t  had  4 0  stu d en ts  
each  in  Civil, M echnanical an d  E lectrical E ngineering  classes.

T here  is an o  her textile school w ith  74 s tuden ts attached  
to  o n e  H igh School in  the  d istric t. T he schoo l is m anaged by 
a  com m ittee form ed by the  local people.

T he com parative  figures o f  g ran t sanctioned  by the  G overn 
m en t fo r  the  above schools a re  as fo llow s:—

Y ear. A m oun t o f  G overnm ent g ran t.

R s.
1964-65 . .  19,817
1965-66 . .  . .  16,978

M A D R A SA H S

T he num ber o f  Senior M adrasahs in  th e  d istric t, a t p resen t 
stand  a t 8. In  the  year 1965-66, 911 studen ts w ere reading in  
these M adrasahs as against 795 in th e  year 1964-65. T here  w as 
only one Ju n io r  M adrasah  in  the year 1964-65 w ith 30 s tuden ts 
b u t by  now  it has been covered in to  a  Ju n io r H igh  School. 
T he lo ta l n u m b e r o f  s tuden ts in  old Schem e M a d ra sah s  in  
1964-65 was 3,255 an d  in  1965-66 was 3,675. In  1966-67 the 
to ta l n u m b er o f  old Schem e M ad rasah s was 34 w ith  3,784 
stu d en ts  an d  299 teachers. T he num ber o f F o rq u a n ia  M adrasahs 
was 14 in the  y ear 1964-65 an d  23 in  th e  year 1965-66 w ith  
859 an d  1.191 students respectively.

T he expend itu re  incurred  on  different types o f  M adrasahs 
during  the  years 1964-65 and  1965-66 is given below  :—

1964-65. 1965-66.
R s. Rs.

S enior M ad rasah  . .  . .  90,862 1,06,112
Ju n io r 1,200
O ld Schem e . .  . .  1.34,736 1,67,355
F o rq u a n ia  . .  11,166 14,970
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INSXrrUTlONS f o r  t r a i n i n g  o f  t e a c h e r s

T here a re  tw o  P rim ary  T ra in ing  In stitu tes an d  one Re
fresher C ourse T ra in ing  C en tre  in  the  d istric t fo r the  teachers o f 
P rim ary  Schools. T he P rim ary  T eachers In stitu te  w as estab
lished a t D in a jp u r a n d  s ta rted  function ing  from  the  y e a r  1963-64.
I t  tra ined  85 teachers during  the  year 1965-66. E xpenditure o f 
th e  In stitu te  w as Rs. 47 ,050-86 in  the  year 1964-65 and  
R s.43,25I in  the  year 1965-66.

T he P rim ary  T ra in ing  In s titu te  a t T h ak u rg ao n  w hich was 
■established in  th e  year 1960-61 h a d  been raised in to  a  developed 
P rim ary  Teachers In stitu te  du ring  the  year 1965-66. If trained  
105 trainees d u ring  th e  sam e year.

T he expend itu re o f  th e  In stitu te ’ w as R s .60,063 in  the year 
1964-65 and  R s. 30,510 in  th e  year 1965-66.

T h e  R efreshers C ourse  T ra in in g  C entre  a t D inajpur tra ined  
.38 inservice teachers in  each batch . T here w ere 3 m em bers in  
the  teaching s ta ff  d u ring  the  year 1965-66.

P H Y S IC A L  E D U C A T IO N

T he D istric t O rgan iser o f  Physical E d u ca tio n  w ho is a  n o n 
g azetted  officer under the  E duca tion  D irec to ra te , visits E d u ca
t io n a l  In stitu tio n s, organises In ter-school sports an d  gam es and 
also  offers h is services and  suggestions in th is  regard , w henever 
necessary. B ut he has no  adm in istra tive co n tro l over any type 
o f  E duca tiona l In stitu tions.

In the  d istric t o f  D inajpur only  2 H igh Schools, th a t is 
D inajpur Z illa S chool an d  G overnm ent Cirls H igh School a t 
th e  D istric t H ead q u arte rs  as well as the  2 P rim ary  T eachers’
In stitu tes a t D in a jp u r an d  T hak u rg ao n  have Physical In struc
to r s  o f  the ir ow n, ho ld ing  D ip lom a in  Physical E ducation .
Besides these 3 colleges, 24 secondary  schools o f  the  d istric t 
a lso  have Physical In s tru c to rs  on  the  teach ing  staff.

T here is a  D istric t S po rts  A ssociation a t  D in a jp u r w ith a  Sub- 
d iv isional b ran c h  a t T h ak u rg ao n . B oth  o f  them  organise sports 
an d  gam es regularly , the  p o p u la r gam es being  foo tball, hockey, 
basket ball and  volley ball. T he D istric t A ssociation  ho lds com pe
titio n  in  sw im m ing as well as rn ter-School S ports every year.

T h ere  a re  Z onal S po rts  A ssociations a t P arb a tip u r, Phul- 
b a r i, D an g a rh a t, B irganj, Birol. P anchagarh  an d  P irganj also 
t o  organise gam es a n d  spo rts  sim ilarly.

T he follow ing p rivate  clubs a re  also engaged in  Physical 
a n d  F e a lth  activities—

(i) D istric t S po rts  A ssociation , D inajpu r, (ii) D istric t S port
ing C lub, D in a jp u r, (iii) M . A . T. C lub, D inajpur,
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(iv) U dayan  C lub, D inajpur, (v) Police A thelic  C lub , 
D inajpur, (vl) N azru l P athagar, R a n irb an d a r, (vii) 
Setabganj S po rting  C lub, (viii) P ak  H illi S p o rting  C lub , 
(ix) E PW A PD A , T hakurgaon , (x) M an m ath p u r S porting 
C lub , (xi) B hom radaha D ulgaon  U n ited  F riends C lub, 
(xii) U nited  S porting  C lub. P arb a tip u r, (x iii) B how ani- 
p u r Palli M angal Sam iti a n d  A nsar C lub , (xiv) D irec t 
S ports A sso c iad o n , D in a jp u r, etc.

T hree colleges an d  125 secondary  schools o f  th e  d istric t have 
p lay  g rounds fo r th e ir  studen ts, while 4 P ublic  P lay g rounds a t 
B ir a  M aidan , D inajpur an d  one each  a t T h ak u rg ao n , Setabganj, 
B hom radaha . P ak  H illi. P anchagarh . P irgan j an d  P a in a rb an d ar 
are open  to  all.

BO Y  S C O U T S  A N D  G IR L S  G U ID E

In  th e  d is tric t as a  w hole th e re  a re  a t  p resen t 108 recru its, 
120 te n d er fo o t scouts, 8 first class an d  90 second  class scouts, 
while th e  G irls G u ide tra in in g  is a lso  p rovided  to  40 first class. 22 
second class an d  10 ten d er fo o t guides.

L IB R A R IE S
T he follow ing G overnm ent aided  L ibraries arc function ing  

in  th e  d istric t a t places no ted  against each :—
(i) D in a jp u r P ublic  L ibrary , P. O . an d  D ist. D inajpu r.
(ii) T h ak u rg ao n  P ub lic  L ib rary , P. O . T h ak u rg ao n , D in a jp u r.

(iin  P anchagarh  N azru l P athagar, P .O . P anchagarh , D inajpur-

(iv) B how nipur Palli M angal P athagar, P . O . Bhow nipur»
d istric t D inajpur.

(v) R a n irb an d a r N az ru l P a thagar, P. O . R a n irb an d a r,
d istric t D inajpur.

In  ad d itio n  to  the  above aided L ibraries there is a  p riva te  P ublic  
L ib rary  a t th e  D istric t H eadquarte rs w hich is know n as K hw aja  
N azim udd in  L ib rary  w ith  ab o u t 20,000 books o n  its shelves. A ll 
th e  colleges o f  the  d istric t have sm all libraries o f  th e ir  ow n, o f  
w hich D in a jp u r S. N . College L ibrary  contains ab o u t 5,000 books.

O R P H A N A G E S

State orphanage T here  is only one S tate  O rphanage in  the  d is tric t o f  D in a jp u r 
w here 100 o rphans b o th  boys and  girls a re  being m ain ta ined  
an d  cared  for. T his o rphanage was established a t H ab ra  in  th e  
year 1958-59 and  it was housed in  a p a r t  o f  the  A cqu ired  S tate  
Buildings o f  the  Jan  B azar E sta tes o n  a  piece o f  land  m easuring  
5-75  decim cls as per approved  schem e under G . O . N o . 498 
M isc. 26-6-58. I t  is located a t a  d istance o f  2 miles from  B haw - 
n ip u r R ly. S tation . T here is a  p roposal fo r shifting  the o rp h a
nage to  D ina jpu r tow n. T his o rphanage has a  P rim ary  School
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w here o rphans are being ta u g h t by th e  assistan t teachers speciaUy 
tra ined  in  C hild  W elfare, T he m erito rious students a re  
allow ed to  prosecute their higher studies in  the  local high 
schools an d  colleges a t the  G overnm ent cost. T he less m eri
to rious ch ildren  u p  to  th e  age o f  i 1 years a re  taken  care o f  by 
th e  m a tro n  w ho is assisted by the  C ottagc M other, T here is a  
pa rt-tim e  M edical Officer and  a  fu ll-tim e N u rse  to  ta k e  care 
o f  sick inm ates.

T h e  local ad m in is tra tio n  o f  th e  o rphanage is contro lled  b y  
th e  Superin tendent o f  the O rphanage w ho is generally  a  tra ined  
g radua te . T his o rphanage has 22 m em bers o n  s ta ff  including 
the  Superin tendent. D uring  th e  financial year 1964-65, the 
to ta l expend itu re m ade on  the m ain tenance o f  th e  S tate  O rp h a 
nage a t H abra , D inajpur, w as R s. 67,949 m et from  the  P rov in 
cial Revenue.

T he D eputy  C om m issioner, D inajpur, is the D raw ing and  
D isbursing Officer o f  the  S tate  O rphanage.

T here  is an  aided  R om an  C atho lic  M ission O rphanage  in  Ronian Cathoijc 
th e  D in a jp u r tow n  for th e  C hristian  O rphans only. T his insti- o rp h j^ g * . 
tu tio n  w as given g ran t am ounting  to  Rs. 9,000 during  th e  y ear 
1964-65 a t R s. 30 per o rp h an  per m o n th  fo r 25 o rphans by 
th e  D irec to ra te  o f  Social W elfare, G overnm ent o f  E ast P ak istan .

JO U R N A L S
T he follow ing are the  im p o rtan t Jou rna ls o f  the d istric t being 

published  from  places given against each :—

N am e. C ategory. Language. P lace o f
publication .

D inajpur Barta Fortn igh tly Bengali D ina jpu r H ead
quarte rs .

D inajpur Parikra- Do. D o. G anesh ta la ,
ma. D inajpu r,

Kanchan D o. Do. C haw kbazar,
D ina jpu r.

N abarna Yearly Do. D inajpu r,

N aoroz W eekly Do. D o.

N aoroz M onthly D o. D o.

D inajpur College Yearly Bengali and D o.
M agazine. English,

I



I



A P P E N D IX *

Chronology of the Growth o f  Education in DInajpur.

{1813— 1969)

C h arter A c t o f  1813 required  o f  the  E ast In d ia  C om pany  t813.
th a t “A  sum  o f  n o t less th a n  one lakh  o f  rupees in  each year 
shall be se t a p a r t and  applied  to  the  levival an d  im provem ent 
o f  lite ra tu re  an d  th e  encouragem ent o f  the  learned natives o f  
In d ia  a n d  fo r  th e  in tro d u c tio n  an d  p ro m o tio n  o f  a  know ledge 
o f  th e  sciences am ong  the  in h ab itan ts  o f  the  B ritish te rrito ries 
o f  In d ia ” .

T he G overnor-G enera l-in -C ouncii, in  a  R eso lu tion , dated  
th e  17ih Ju ly , 1823, appo in ted  a  G eneral C om m ittee o f  P ublic  
In stru c tio n  fo r  th e  Bengal Presidency. The g ran t o f  R s. 1,00,000 
a  year p rov ided  by  th e  C h a rte r A c t o f  1813 w as p laced a t  the 
d isposal o f  the  C om m ittee.

M acaulay  arrived a t  C a lcu tta  in  th e  au tu m n  o f  1834 an d  
w as ap p o in ted  President o f  the  C om m ittee o f  Public In stru c tio n .
H e  rem ained  P residen t o f  th e  C om m ittee till 1838.

L ord  W illiam  C avendish  B entinck (1774*1839) in  h is R eso- 1835.
lu tio n  o f  the 7 th  M arch , 1835 accepted M acau lay’s M inute 
w ritten  o n  F eb ru ary  2, 1835 and  decided th a t “ ihe great object 
o f  the B ritish  G overnm ent ought to  be th e  p ro m o tio n  o f  
E u ro p e an  lite ra tu re  an d  science am ong  th e  natives o f  In d ia .”

S ubstitu tion  o f  E nglish  an d  vernaculars fo r Persian  in  offices 1837.
an d  courts.

G eneral C om m ittee o f  P ublic  In stru c tio n  in  Bengal replaced 1842.
by a  C ouncil o f  E ducation .

E nglish  ed ucation  declared  by L ord  H ard inge’s R eso lu tion  1844.
o f  th e  11 ih  O ctober, 1844 a  qualifica tion  fo r  pub lic  service.

T he D espatch  o f  S ir C harles W ood (1800-1885)— D espatch  1854.
N o . 49 o f  the  19th Ju ly , 1854— provided  fo r th e  assum ption  
o f  the  functions o f  th e  C ouncil o f  E duca tion  by  a  D irec to r 
o f  P ub lic  In stru c tio n  in  each  o f  th e  provinces o f  British Ind ia  
an d  em bodied a  schem e for th e  estab lishm ent o f  universities 
in  the  country.

D inajpur Z illa S chool w as started .

C ircle S chool System  in troduced  in  Bengal. T he m ain  1856.
idea was to  im prove th ree  o r  fou r schools in  close proxim ity

•Prepared by Professor M. Ishaq, M, A., B. S. E. S., General Editor.
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by  placing  th e ir  teachers under the  supervision o f  a  v isiting 
C hief Gurw.

1857. T he C a lc u tta  U niversity  was form ally  founded  o n  Jan u ary ,
24, 1857 a s  an  exam ining university.

T h e  first E n tia n ce  E xam ination  was held in  1857 w ith  244 
candidates.

1®®̂ - T he D in a jp u r G irls’ H igh S chool was first s ta rted  in  1869
an d  was m ade a  G overnm ent G irls’ S chool in  1961.

1877. T he vernacu la r language m ade the  m edium  o f  in struc tion
in  M iddle English  an d  M iddle V ernacular Schools o f  Bengal. 
Previously  English  w as the  sole m edium  o f  in stru c tio n  in th e  
A nglo-V ernacular Schools.

A  conference o n  tex tbooks h d d  at S im la in  A pril, 1877. 
T h e  deliberations o f  th e  conference led to  th e  constitu tion  
o f  s tand ing  l  ex ibooks C om m ittees for the  exam ination  o f  school, 
books in  different provinces o f  India.

1882. T h e  In d ian  E ducation  C om m ission appoin ted  by  L ord  
R ipon  o n  F eb ru ary  3. T h e  C om m ission w as h ighly  officia
lised an d  consisted o f  22 m em bers (B ritish and  Ind ian ) w ith  
M r. (afterw ards Sir) W illiam  W ilson H u n te r (1840-1900) a s  
P residen t a n d  M r. B.L. Rice, D irec to r o f  P ublic  In stru c tio n , 
M ysore an d  C oorg, as S tcreiary .

1883. T he In d ian  E duca tion  C om m ission, afte r hearing  193 
w itnesses an d  receiving 323 m em orials, subm itted  its rep o rt in  
O ctober, 1883. T he C om m ission recom m ended th a t G overn
m en t should  gradually  w ithdraw  from  direct m anagem ent o f  
secondary  schools an d  colleges.

1885. T h e  Bengal Local Self-G overnm ent A c t o f  1885, b rought
in to  op era tio n  in  all R egulation  D istricts by 1887-88, led to  
th e  d isso lu tion  o f  D istric t C om m ittees o f  P ublic  Instruction  
an d  the  assum ption  o f  theii ob liga tions to  elem entary  education  
b y  th e  D istric t Boards.

1896. C rea tion  o f  In d ian  E ducational Service.

1899. M oham m edan  E ducational C onference o f  N o rth ern  India
held a t C alcu tta  in  1899.

T h ak u rg ao n  G overnm ent H igh School was lirst s ta rted  in 
1904 and  go t recognition  in  1910.

D ebiganj H igh School was started  in  1906 an d  got recog
n ition  in  1907.
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E ducation  transferred  fro m  th e  H om e D epartm en t o f  th e  1910.
G overnm ent o f  In d ia  to  a  new  D epartm en t o f  E ducation , H ea lth  
an d  Lands.

D in a jp u r M .G .N . H igh  School established.

R a ja ra m p u r  H igh  School (under P.S. P arb a tip u r) established 
in  1913 an d  recognised in  1919.

N ew  schem e m ad rasah s s ta rted  in  Bengal in  1914 under th e  1914.
gu idance o f  S ham sul-U lam a A bu N asr  M uham m ad  W aheed,
I.E .S .

N u ru l M ajid  H igh  School (under P.S. P arb a tip u r) w as s ta rted  1915.
in  1915 and  recognised as h igh  school in  1968.

S u japu r H igh  School u n d er P.S. P hu lbari opened  in  1919 a n d  1919.
g o t recognition  in  1922.

B a iag ram  D ak h il M ad rasah  under T h ak u ig ao n  w as started^

L ah iri H igh  School under B aliagangi P.S. s ta rted  in 1920 1920.
an d  recognised as h igh  school in  1961.

C en ira l A dvisory  B oard  o f  E duca tion  established. 1921.

T he D acca B oard  o f  In tel m ediate an d  Secondary E duca tion  
established.

B egunbari S enior M ad rasah  under P.S. P irganj w as sta rted . 1922.

K alm egh  H ig h  S chool u n d e r Baliagangi P .S. opened in  1923 1923.
a n d  g o t recognition  as h igh school in  1966.

Jn a n an k u i H igh  School under P.S. P arb a tip u i estab lished  in  1925.
1925 and  recognised in  1927.

Saideshw ari G irls’ H igh  S chool, D inajpu r, was s ta rted  in  1927 1927.
a n d  g o t recogn ition  as h igh school in  1951.

B oda H igh  School estab lished  in  1928 and  recognised in  1929. 1928.

C h a rta  H igh  S chool u n d er B aliadangi P .S. first s ta rted  in  1928 
an d  w as recognised as h igh school in  1968.

M aidandighi H igh  S chool under B oda P.S. was s ta rted  in  1929.
1929 a n d  got vecognition as h igh  school in  1965.

C h an d an b a ri D ak h il M adrasah , P .S. B oda, established.

S ou th  P o lash b a ri H igh School, P .S. C h irirb an d ar first opened 
in  1929 an d  recognised as a  high school in  1968.

B hom radah  H igh  School, P.S. P irganj, established in  1930and  
go t recognition  in  1932.

1930.
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T h e Bengal (R u ra l)  P rim ary  E duca tion  Bill in troduced  by 
K hw aja  N azim uddin  on  A ugust 13, 1930 enacted  on  th e  26lh  
A ugust, 1930. D istric t School B oards in  Bengal were co n stitu 
ted  in  la te r years under the  p iov ision  o f  the Bengal (R ural) 
P rim ary  E ducation , A ct, 1930. P rim ary  E ducation  Cess in  ru ra l 
areas was also  im posed u n d er the  provision  o f  the  sam e A ct. 
I t  m ay in  th is  connection  be no ted  th a t the  In d ian  E d u ca tio n  
C om m ission o f  1882 recom m ended earlier th e  in stitu tion  o f  
school bo ard s an d  th a t local boards, w ith  a  certain  degree o f  
co n tro l over p rim ary  education , already  existed before 1882 in  
all th e  provinces except in  Bengal.

1933. D ina jpu r A cadem y established in  1933 an d  recognised in  1938.

C heradang i H igh  School, P .S. K o tw ali, estab lished  in  1933 
an d  g o t recogn ition  in  1937.

G hugudanga H igh School, P.S. K otw ali, first s ta rted  in  1933 
a n d  recognised as h igh school in  1966.

1934. T he B oard o f  S anthal E duca tion  in  D ina jpu r abolished 
du rin g  1934-35.

D istric t School B oard , D inajpur, established on  A pril, 1 ,1934.

1937. A lokd ih i J.B . H igh  School, P.S. C h irirb an d ar estab lished  in  
1937 and  recognished in  1940.

1938. T he system  o f  gran t-in -aid  extended to  senior m adrasahs 
(o ld  type) during  1938-39.

Seiabganj H igh  School, P.S. B ochaganj, established in  1938 
and  recognised in 1941.

M u k u n d ap u r D akh il M adrasah , P.S. K ah aru l, estab lished  in  
1938.

1939 A ftabganj H igh  School, P .S. N aw abganj, s ta rted  a s  M .E . 
school in  1939 an d  recognised as high school in  1960.

D au d p u r H igh  School, P.S. N aw abganj established in  1939 
an d  recognised in  1942.

P anclibari H igh School. P.S. K o tw ali, w as»started  as M .E . 
School in  1939 an d  g o t recognition  as h igh school in  1967.

1940 B u sh itb an d a r H igh S ohool, P .S. C h irirbandar, s ta rted  in  1940 
an d  recognised a s  h igh  School in 1966.

G h o ra g h a t H igh  School estab lished  in  1940 an d  recognised in  
1944.

P alashbari Jo b b a ria  D akh il M ad rasah  established.
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B iram p u r H igh School, P. S. P hu lbari, established in  1941 
a n d  recognised  in  1944.

H ab ra  H igh  S chool, P . S. P arb a tip u r, established in  1942 1942.
a n d  g o t recogn ition  in  1945.

U th ra il S enior M a d ra sah , P. S. K o tw ali, established in  1942.

S u re n d ra n a th  College, D in a jp u r, opened  as a  b an ch  o f  the  
R ip o n  C ollege, C a lcu tta , d u rin g  the  period  o f  em ergency (Second 
W o rld  W ar).

A  p lan  o f  P o st-W ar E d u ca tio n a l D evelopm ent I n  Ind ia , 1944.
com m only  know n  as  th e  Sargent R ep o rt, subm itted  by  the  C en
tr a l  A dvisory  B oard  o f  E d u ca tio n . T h is  re p o rt is know n  as th e  
S argen t R e p o rt because S ir Jo h n  S argen t w as d ep u ted  from  
E ng land  as E d u ca tio n a l C om m issioner to  p repare  it fo r th e  
G o v ern m en t o f  Ind ia . T h e  R ep o rt estim ated  th a t 40 years
w ould  be requ ired  to  achieve 100 p er cen t, literacy.

T h e  Inter-U nivensity  B oard  passed a  reso lu tion  “ th a t m odern  
In d ia n  language be recognised a s  m ed ia  o f  In s tru c tio n  fo r th e  
in te rm ed ia te  an d  degree course”  a n d  several universities ad o p ted  
i t  b y  1947.

R ah im nagar R . B. H igh S chool, P . O . B halak i, P . S. B irganj 
w as estab lished  in  1944 a n d  recognised in  1946.

P an ch ag arh  H igh School was established in  1944 a n d  recog
nised in  1946.

A bad  T ak ia  D ak h ii M ad rasah  (P. O. an d  P. S. R an isankail) 
w as e.stablished.

U tta r  B isham pur H igh School (P. O . an d  P. S. B irol) w as 1945.
s ta rted  in  1945 a n d  recognised in  1964.

B oalm ari K an c h d ah a  S en io r M ad rasah , P . O . D a u d p u r, P . S.
N aw abgan j, w as estab lished  in  1945.

N aw ap ara  H igh  School (P . S. B irganj), w as s ta rted  in  1945 
a n d  recognised as a  high S chool in  1960.

S higpur H igh  School, P. O . B iram pur, P. S. P h u lb ari, w as 
estab lished  in  1945 an d  recognised in  1947.

M a d a r 'a n j  H igh School, Shibganj, P. S. T h ak iirgaon , was 
estab lished  in  1945 a n d  recognised in  1948.

M a th u ra p u r  P ub lic  H igh  School, R ah im anpur, P . S. T haku r- 
g ao n , w as estab lished  in  1945 an d  recognised in  1950.

H a rip u r  H igh  S chool w as established a n d  recognised in  1945.
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D in a jp u r H igh  School was established in  1945 an d  recognised 
in  1959.

R a n ig a n j-I l H igh School, P. O . H atshyam gan j, P. S. G h o ra - 
ghat, w as s ta rted  in  1945 an d  recognised as high school in  1962.

1946. B aragram  H igh School, P. O. Ja la lpur, P. S. K otw ali, s ta rted
in  1946 an d  recognised in  1966.

N an d ra il S enior M adrasah , P. S. C fairirbandar, w as es tab 
lished.

1947. P irgan j H igh  School established in  1947 and  recognised in
1948.

M ag o rp u r H igh School, P .O .  B haduria , P. S. N aw abgan j, 
was s ta rted  as a  Ju n io r  H igh S chool in  1947 an d  w as recog
nised as a  high School in  1967.

D eogaon  D akh il M adrasah , P. O. G opalpu r, P. S. G h o rag h at, 
established.

S alan d ar M adrasah  in  T h ak u rg ao n  established.

1948. B ird  H igh S chool established in  1948 and  recognised in  1951.

B innakuri H igh  School, P. S. C h irirbandar, s ta rted  in  1948 
a n d  recognised in  1956.

D an g a rh a t H igh School, P . S. C h irirbandar, estab lished  an d  
recognised in  1948.

H ash im p u r H igh School, P. S. C h irirb an d ar, es tab lished  an d  
recognised in  1948.

J in n ah  H igh School, P. S. P arb a iip u r, established in  1948 
an d  recognised in  1949.

K h a ja p u r P k ra m ia  D akh il M ad rasah , P. O. K h a ja p u r, P. S. 
-Phulbari, established.

S altahari D ohasia  D akh il M ad rasah , P. O . P atesw ari, P . S.
T h ak u rg ao n , established.

J 949 B oaldar H igh School, P . O . B oaldar, P . S. H ak im p u r, e s tab 
lished in  1949 a n d  recognised in  1952.

C h h a tn i R o w ta ra  D akhil M ad rasah , P . O. P ak -H ili, P . S.
H ak im pur, established.

R ag h ab in d rap u r D akh il M ad iasah , P. O. an d  P. S. N aw ab
ganj, established.

1950. K hansam a H igh School, P . O . an d  P . S. K hansam a, estab 
lished in  1950 an d  recognised in  1952.
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D eogaon  H igh School, P. O. an d  P. S. N aw abganj, e s tab 
lished .

G areya  S, C . H igh  School, established.

T ctu lia  H igh  School, established.

P an ik a ta  D akh il M ad rasah . P. O . K h ajap u i, P. S. Phulbari, 
estab lished .

M u k u n d a p u r 1 D akh il M ad iasah . P. O. B iram pur, P. S.
H ak im pur, established.

N arg o o n  D akh il M adrasah , P . O. K ah a rp a ra , P . S. T h ak u r- 
gaon , established.

N u ru l H uda H igh  School, P. O. N iiru l H uda, P. S. P ar- 1951,
b a tip u r , w as s ta rted  an d  g o t recogiiition  in  1965.

C h irirb an d ar H igh  School established in  1951 and  recognised 
in  1953.

R u h ea  H igh  S chool, P, S. T h ak u rg ao n , established in  1951 
an d  recognised in  1953.

D in a jp u r Iq b a l H igh  School established and  recognised in 
1951 a n d  1952 respectively.

K azihal D ehash tia  D akh il M adrasah , P. O . P u k h u ria , P . S.
P hu lbari, established.

R e p o rt o f  the  E duca tion  System  R econstruc tion  C om m ittee 1 9 5 2 .

published in  1952. T lie 17-M em ber C om m ittee w ith M au lana  
M d. A kram  K h a n  as president was fo rm ed  in  te rm s o f  the 
G overnm en t o f  E ast B engal R eso lu tion  N o . 659-Edn., d a ted  the 
16ih M arch , 1949.

The d u ra tio n  o f  th e  p rim ary  stage in  B angladesh extended 
w ith  effect from  January . 1952 from  Classes 1-lV to  Classes 
I-V .

R aniganj E. H . H igh S chool established in 1952 an d  recog
nised in  1958.

O ld  T h ak u rg ao n  H igh  School, F a ra b a ri, w as s ta rted  in  1952 
an d  recognised a s  h igh S chool in  1969.

K azaldighi T irn a ilh a t H igh  School, P. S. P anchagarh , was 
s ta rted  in  1952 an d  recognised in  1966.

K u tu b d an g a  Senior M adrasah , P. O . M ostafapu r, P . S.
C h irirbandar, estab lished .

Ju rai D akh il M adrasah , P. O . M o sta fap u r, P . S. C h irir
b an d a r, established.
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K rish n aram p u r D ak h il M ad rasah , P. O . H atshym ganj, 
P . S. G h o rag h al, established

D a n a h a t D akh il M adrasah , P. O . D an a rh a t, P. S. P irgan j, 
established.

1953. D in a jp u r St. Philiphs H igh School estab lished  an d  recog
nised in 1953.

S ukh ipu r H igh  School, P. S. C h irirb an d ar, s ta rted  in  I9 5 J  
a n d  recognised as high school in  1967.

A tto re  Senior M adrasah . P. O . K am alp u r, P. S. K otw ali,. 
established.

A rjeedevipur S hialko t Isl m ia D ak h il M adrasah , P . O. 
M ostafapu r, P. S. P a rb a tip u i, established.

1954. M o h an a  M angalpu r H igh School, P. S. BiroJ, established 
in  1954 an d  recognised in  1956.

G ahangach i A lim  M adrasah , P. O . M urad p u r, P . S. Kotwali,. 
established.

D ish b an d i H alishal D akh il M adrasah , P. O. D au d p u r, P . S. 
N aw abgan j, established.

1955. Ish an p u r H igh School, P. O . M aharajgan j, P . S. K aharole,.
s ta rted  in  1955 and  recognised in 1961.

1956. F . F asliiladanga  H igh  School, P . O . K angaon , P . S. Kotwali,.
established a n d  recognised in  1956 an d  1958 respectively.

Shitlai Lslamia D akh il M ad rasah  established.

Pak-H (Ili H igh  School, P. O. D an g ap ara , P . S, H ak im pur^
established an d  recognised in  1956.

P an ch ag arh  G irls ' H igh  S chool s ta rted  in  1956 an d  recog
nised in  1966.

C ha tsha i H igh  School, P. O . G o p a ip u r, P. S. G horaghat,. 
established as Ju n io r  H igh  School in 1956 an d  recognised a s  
H igh  School in  1969.

1957. M o m in p u r H igh  School, P. O . Jasa iha t, P. S. P arbatipur,. 
established in  1957 and  recognised in  1958.

S albahan  H igh  School established in  1957 and recognised 
in  1959.

F a k irp a ra  H igh  School s ta rted  in  1957 an d  recognised as. 
h igh  school in  1967.
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T h ak u rg ao n  G o v ern m en t G irls’ H igh School established’ a n d  
recognised in  1957 a n d  1958 respectively.

Setabganj D akh il M a d ra sa h  established.

T he p rev iously  ex isting  com pulso ry  p rim ary  schools w ere 
renam ed  as M o d e l P rim ary  Schools.

D is tric t School B oard  abolished.

D earness allow ance o f  teachers o f  n o n -G o v ern m en t secon
d ary  schoo ls ra ised  fro m  R s, 5 p er m o n th  to  R s. 10 p e r  m o n th  
w th  effect from  th e  1st A p ril, 1957.

R a m c h an d rap u r H igh  School, P .O . M ah ara jg an j, P .S. K ah a ro le  
s ta rted  in  1958 an d  recognised in  1963.

B alahar H igh  S chool, P .O . G opalpu r, P .S. G h o ra g h a t, e s tab 
lished in  1958 a n d  recognised in  1960.

R an isankail H igh School established in  1958 an d  recognised 
in  1962.

N ekm ard  H igh  School established a n d  recognised in  1958- 
an d  1961 respectively.

D earness allow ance o f  teacher o f  n o n -G o v ern m en t secondary  
schools raised  from  R s. 10 p e r  m o n th  to  R s. 15 per m o n th  w ith  
effect from  th e  1st A p ril, 1958.

A m bari H igh School, P .S. P a rb a tip u r, established in  1958- 
a n d  recognised in  1961.

T h e  11-M em ber C om m ission  on N atio n al E d u ca tio n  ap p o in 
ted  by the  G overnm en t o f  P ak is tan  on  th e  30 th  D ecem ber, 1958.

N ew  P ak erh a t H igh  School, P .S . K h an sam a , e.stablised in  -
1959 an d  recognised in  1961.

p h u lb a ri G .M . H igh  School established a n d  recognised in  1959*

S alm ara V ita rgarh  H igh  S chool estab lished  in  1959 an d  
recognised in  1967.

H o la ijan a  S en io r M adrasah , P.O . D a u d p u r, P.S. N aw abganj^  
established.

T h ak u rg a o n  B .D . College estab lished . *

T h e  R e p o rt o f  the  C om m ission o n  N atio n a l E d u c a tio n  
presented to  the  P resident o f  P ak istan  o n  A ugust 26, 1959.

F iscal year changed  from  A pril-M arch  to  Ju ly -June  leng
th e n in g  the  y ear 1958-59 by th ree  m on th s from  1st A p ril, 1958- 
to  Ju n e  30, 1959.

15

i
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T he rep o rt o f  the  C om m ission o n  N atio n a l E d u ca tio n  m ade  
p u b lic  o n  th e  8 th  Jan u ary , 1960.

G overnm ent R eso lu tion  o n  the  R epo rt o f  th e  C om m ission 
o n  N atio n a l E ducation .

T he C urricu lam  C om m ittee fo r S econdary  E d u ca tio n  a p p o in 
ted  on  the  2 4 th  Ju n e , 1960, by  the  G overnm ent o f  P ak istan .

M u n sh ip ara  H igh  School, P. O . an d  P. S. B irol, established 
in  1960 a n d  recognised in  1962.

M an m alh p u r C o-operative H igh School, P .S. P a rb a tip u r, s ta rted  
in  I960.

M irgarh  M ainudd in  H igh School, P an ch ag arh , estab lished  in
1960 a n d  recognised in  1967.

P a h sh b a ri U .S .C . H igh School, P .S. B lrganj, s ta rted  in  i960  an d  
recognised in  1969.

B ro h m ap u r A lim  M adrasah , P.S. C h irirb an d ar, established.

I96i S hankerpu r M . H igh School, P .O . Ja la lpu r, P .S . K o tw ali,
s ta r te d  in  1961 an d  recognised in  1967.

D h u k u rjh ari H igh School, P .O . and  P.S. Birol, opened  in
1961 a n d  recognised as h igh school in  1967.

M o sta fap u r High School, P .S ., P a rb a tip u r, started  in  1961 an d  
recognised  in  1969.

T ongua D akh il M adrasah , P .S. K hansam a, established.

A dm inistra tive reo rgan ization  o f  educational services m ade 
eifective. The posts o f  E d u ca tio n  Officers first created . T he 
nom enclatures o f Subdivisional Inspectors o f  Schools an d  Sub- 
Inspec to rs o f Schools were changed  to  Subdivisional E ducation  
Officers an d  T h an a  E duca tion  Officers respectively and  the G azetted  
s ta tu s  was conferred  u pon  Subdivisional E d u ca tio n  Officers.

C handgan j H igh School, P .O . M u z ah id ab ad , P.S. K o tw ali, 
es tab lished  in  1962 a n d  recognised in  1966.

K te n p u r  H igh School, P .O . S reechandrapur, P .S. K otw ali. 
estab lished  a n d  recognised in  1962 a n d  1965 respectively.

M ukhleshpur H igh School, P.S. Birol, established as Ju n io r  
H igh School in  1962 a n d  recognised as H igh School in  1968.

P u rba  M allikpur M . H igh School established in  1962 and  
recognised in 1965.

Birgani H igh School estab lished  an d  recognised in  1962 an d  
1963 respectively.
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H a r ira m p u r  H igh  School estab lished  a n d  recognised in  1962 
a n d  1964 respectively.

S idd ish i H ig h  S chool estab lished  in  1962 a n d  recognised 
in  1963.

P a rb a tlp u r  G irls’ H igh  S chool estab lished  a n d  recognised in  
1962 an d  1963 respectively.

S a la n d a r H igh  S chool estab lished  in  1962 a n d  recognised 
in  1964.

S akow a H igh  S chool, P .S . B oda, estab lished  in  1962 an d  
recognised in  1963.

A m ta la  K az ip a ra  H igh  S chool estab lished  in  1962 a n d  
recognised in  1969.

N o o rja h a n  A li D ak h il M a d ra sa h  established.

M a g u ra  K a n th a lp a ra  D a k h il M a d ra sah  established.

A  M ad rasah  E d u ca tio n  C om m ittee  in  B angladesh set up .

T h e  Bengal (R ural) P rim ary  E duca tion  (E ast P ak is tan  A m en d 
m en t) O rd in an ce , 1962 (E ast P ak is tan  O rd inance N o . X X V III o f  
1962) raised the P rim ary  E d u ca tio n  cess o n  land  to  20 p a isa  on  
ea ch  rupee o f  re n t o r  land  revenue.

D earness allow ance o f  p rim ary  teachers in  B angladesh raised  
w ith  effect fro m  Ju ly  1, 1962 fro m  R s.5 -50  p e r  m o n th  to  R s.15 
p er m o n th  fo r m atricu la tes a n d  to  R s.lO  p e r  m o n th  fo r tra ined  
non-m atricu la tes.

N ew  scales o f  p ay  called “ Revised P rescribed  Scales”  fo r  all 
gazetted  services a n d  p o sts  in  B angladesh in troduced  w ith  effect 
f ro m  the 1st D ecem ber, 1962.

A dm in is tra tive  ap p ro v a l o f  G overnm ent w as ob ta ined  fo r 
co n s tru c tio n  o f  a p rim ary  tra in ing  institu te  a t  D inajpur.

Pay scale o f  non-gazetted  ed ucation  officers raised  w hich 
cam e in to  fo rce  w ith  effect fro m  the  1st D ecem ber, 1962.

P hu lbari College established.

F a rak k a b ad  H igh School, P .O . B ajnahar, P .S. B irol, es tab 
lished an d  recognised in  1963 an d  1964 respectively.

M o llap a ra  H igh School, P .S. B ochaganj, established in  1963 
a n d  recognised in 1964.

Jo y n an d a  S.C. H igh School, P .S . K aharo le , established an d  
recognised in  1963.
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Jh a rb a ri H igh  School, P .S . B irganj estab lished  a n d  recog
n ised  in  1963 an d  1964 respectively.

A n g arp a ra  H igh  School s ta rted  as ju n io r  h igh  schoo l in  1963^ 
a n d  recognised a s  h igh school in  1969.

N a n d a n p u r  H igh School, P .S . P irgan j, estab lished  in  1963 
an d  recognised  in  1969.

B how al gan j H igh  S chool, P .S . D eb ig an j, estab lished  in  1963 
a n d  recognised in  1967.

Ja d u ra n i H igh  School, P .S . H arip u r, estab lished  in  1963 a n d  
recognised in  1966.

T h e  p ay  scales o f  m o d e l an d  n o n -m o d e l p rim ary  schoo l te ac h e rs  in  B ang’a -  
d esh  rev ised  w ith  effect fro m  th e  1st Ju ly , 1963 in  te rm s o f  G .O . N o . 116-Edn., 
d a te d  th e  8 th  F eb ru a ry , 1964 as d e ta iled  b e lo w ;

C a te g o ry  o f  teachers.
Scale p r io r  to  1st Ju ly , 1963 

(includ ing  D .A .).
P rescrib ed  scale (w ith  

effect from  1st 
Ju ly , 1963).

M odel.
1. H e a d  T ea ch e r R s.45— 1— 60 p lu s  R s.20 p er 

m o n th  ch arg e  allowance/»/w.r 
D .A . Rs.15.

R s.60— 1— 80 p e r
m o n th  p lu s —

(i) R s.20  p e r  m o n th  
a llo w an ce  f o r  
tra in e d  M a tri
cu la te s;

(ii) R s.lO  p e rm o n th  
ch a rg e  allow ance 
fo r M a tricu la te s .

2. T ra in e d  M atricu la te R s.40— 1— 50— p e r m on th  plus R s.60— 1— 80 per
A ss is ta n t T eacher, R s,15  as D .A . m o n th .

3. U n tra in e d  M a tric u la te  R s.40— 1— 45 p er m o n th p lus R s.50— 1— 75 p e r
R s.15 as D .A . m o n th .

4. T ra in e d  N o n -M a tr i R s.30— 1— 45 p er m on th p lus R s.45— 1— 70 p e t
cu la te . R s.lO  as D .A . m o n th .

N on-M odel.
1. H ea d  T ea ch e r R s.40  p er m o n th  (fixed) p lu s R s.60— 1— 80 p e r

R s.15 a s  D .A . m o n th  p lu s R s.lO
p er m o n th  icharge

allow ance.
2. T ra in e d  M atricu la te R s.40  p e r  m o n th  (fixed) p lus R s.60— 1— 80 p e r

A ss is ta n t T echer. R s .I5  as D .A . m o n th .
3. U n tra in e d  M a tricu la te  Rs.31 p e r  m o n th  (fixed) p lu s R s.50— 1— 75 p e r

R s.15 p .m . a s  D .A , m o n th .
4 T ra in e d  N o n -M a tr i Ps.31 p er m o n th  (fixed) plus R s.45— 1— 70 p e r

c u la te . R s .lO  a s  D .A . m o n th .
5. U n tra in e d  N on- R s.24  • 50 per m o n th  (fixed) plus Rs.35 p er m o n th

M a tricu la te . R s .5 -5 0  a s  D .A . (fixed).
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B iram pur College established.

P a rb a tip u r College established.

P irgan j College established.

D in a jp u r M unicipal H igh  School established in  1964 an d  
irecognised in  1965.

Joydevpur H igh  School, P .O . K angaon , P .S. K o tw alij
estab lished  in  1964 a n d  recognised in  1969.

B asupara H igh  School, P .O . a n d  P.S. P arb a tip u r, established 
i n  1964 an d  recognised in  1967.

M o h an p u r H igh  School, P .O . P akhu ri, P .S. P hu lbari, es
tab lished  in  1964 an d  recognised in  1969.

R am k rish n ap u r H igh  School, P .O . K etra h a t, P .S. P h u lb ari, 
es tab lished  in  1964 a n d  recognised in  1969.

D au la tp u r U . H igh  School, P .O . B iram pur, P .S. Phulbari, 
estab lished  in  1964 an d  recognised in  1969.

Id g ah  G irls’ H igh  School, D inajpur, established a n d  re
cognised in  1964 an d  1965 respectively.

Jag la l H igh  S chool, P .S . P an ch ag arh , estab lished  in  1964 
a n d  recognised in  1967.

J a b a rh a t H igh  School, P .S . P irganj, established in  1964
a n d  recognised in  1965.

B aiapara  H igh  School, P .S. P irganj, established in  1964
a n d  recognised in  1968.

M irzapur H igh  School, P .S. A traw ti, established in  1964
a n d  recognised in  1965.

K aligan j H igh  School, P .S. D ebiganj, established in  1964 
a n d  recognised in  1965.

S etm ara  F u lb a ri H igh  School, P .S . P anchagarh , established 
in  1964 an d  recognised in  1968.

D in a jp u r T echn ica l In s titu te  s ta rted  function ing  fro m  th e
session  1964-65.

A dm in istra tive ap p ro v a l o f  G overnm ent to  the  schem e o f  
es tab lishm ent o f  a  com m ercial in stitu te  a ttached  to  th e  tech 
n ical institu te  a t  D in a jp u r conveyed.

E nhanced  ra te s  o f  special g ran ts  (previously know n as 
■dearness allow ance) to  th e  teachers o f  p rim ary  sections o f

1964.
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non-G overnm en t secondary  schools (R s .l5  p er m o n th  fo r 
m atricu la tes an d  R s.lO  per m o n th  fo r tra in ed  non -m atricu la tes) 
in troduced  w ith  effect from  th e  1st Ju ly , 1964. T he prev ious 
ra te  effective from  th e  1st Ju ly , 1960 was R s.5 -50  p e r  m onth .

1965. M aq b u lu r R a h m a n  College, P anchagarh , established,

M elabari H igh  School, P .O . K hayer Bari, P .S. P hu lbari, 
established in  1965 a n d  recognised in  1969.

P anshgara  H igh  School, P .O . D an g o p u ra , P .S. H akim pur,. 
established an d  recognised in  1965 an d  1966 respectively.

B how larha t H igh  School, P.S. T h ak u rg ao n , established in  
1965 an d  recognised in  1968.

B hadua H igh School, P .S. P irgan j established an d  recog
nised in  1965 an d  1968 respectively.

A tw ari H igh  School established in  1965 an d  recognised 
in  1967.

B oda  G irls’ H igh  School established and  recognised in  
1965.

T h e  p ay  scales o f  m o d e l a n d  non -m odel p rim ary  schoo l teachers in the  
ru ra l areas o f  B angladesh  revised  w ith  effect fro m  th e  1st Ju ly , 1965 in te rm s 
o f  N otification  N o . S-V /14D -6/65/646-Edn., d a te d  the  3 rd  D ecem ber, 1965 {vide 
D acca G azette, d a te d  D ecem ber 16, 1965) a s  d e ta iled  below :

Previous Scales. 
(F ro m  1-7-63 to  30-6-65).

N ew  R evised Scales, 
(w ith  effect from  1st 

Ju ly , 1965).

A . H ead  T ea ch e rs :

(1) M a tricu la te  
(T ra ined ).

(2 ) M a tricu la te  
(U n tra in ed ).

B . A ssistan t T eachers:
(1) M a tricu la te  

(T rained).
(2) M atricu la te  

(U n tra in ed ).
(3) N o n -M atricu la te  

(T ra ined).
(4) N o n -M atricu la te  

(U n tra ined ).

R s. 60— 1— 80 p lu s  charge Rs. 100— 1— 110— 2 
allow ance o f  Rs. 20 in  case — 130.
o f  M odel T eachers o r  R s .lO  N o  charge allow ance, 
fo r non -m odel ones.

R s. 50— 1— 75 p lu s  charge R s. 80— 1— 90— 2—
allow ance o f  R s. 10. 100.

N o  charge a llow ance.

R s. 60— 1— 80 

R s. 50— 1— 75 

R s. 45— 1—70 

R s. 35 (fixed)

R s. 80— 1— 90— 2—  
110 .

Rs.60— 1— 70— 2 — 90'

R s .5 5 — I — 60— 2—  
80.

Rs. 45 (fixed).
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N ash ip u r H igh  School, P .O . R aniganj, P .S . K otw ali, e s tab 
lished  in  1966 an d  recognised in  1969.

B ejora H igh  School, P .O . B how anipur. P .S. B ird ,  eslablishect 
in  1966 an d  recognised in  1967.

R ag h u p u r H igh School, P. O . B how anipur, P. S. B irol, e s la b -  
lishcd in  1966 an d  recognised in  1968.

N ehalgaon  H igh  School, P. O . Selabganj, P.S. B ochaganj, 
estab lished  in  1966 and  recognised in  1967.

G olapganj H igh  School, P. O . S alkham ar. P. S, Birganj, 
established in  1966 an d  recognised in  1967.

D u h ash u h u  H igh  School, P. O . Pakerha%  P . S. K hansam a, 
established and  recognised in  1966 an d  1967 respectively.

U tta r  P alashbari H igh School, P.O . D an g arh a t, P.S. C hirir- 
b an d a r, established in  1966 an d  recognised in  1969.

H ash im pur M o llap a ra  H igh School, P. O . H ash im pur, P. S. 
C h irirb an d ar. established as Ju n io r H igh School in  1966 and  
recognised as high school in  1969.

B en irhat H igh School, P .O . Belaichandi, P.S. P arb a lip u r, 
estab lished  in 1966 and  recogni.sed in  1968.

K a tla  H igh School, P. O . D an g o p a ra , P.S. H ak im pur, es tab 
lished in  1966 an d  lecognised in  1969.

P hu lbari G irls ’ H igh School, established in 1966 and  lecog- 
n ised  in  1968.

D in a jp u r M oh ila  College, established.

M u rad p u r H igh School, P.S. K otw ali, established in  1967 19^7
and  recognised in  1968.

D ak sh in  A lo k d ih i H igh School, P .O . H ash im pur, P .S . C h irir
b an d a r, estab lished  an d  recognised in  1967 an d  1968 respectively.

K h o ch n a  S. C . H igh  School, P .S. C h irirb an d ar, established 
an d  recognised in  1967.

S atna la  H igh  S chool, P.O . G h an ta g a rh a t, P .S. C h irirb an d ar, 
estab lished  in  1967 an d  recognised in  1969.

M an ash ap u r H igh  School estab lished  an d  recognised in  1967.

P ra n  K rish n ap u r A ndalg ram  H igh  School, P.O . B oaldar,
P.S. N aw abgan j, established in  1967 a n d  recognised in  1968.

C ollegiate Girls* H igh School established in  1967 an d  re
cognised in  1969.

231
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G h o ra g h a t R .C . H igh  School established an d  recognised in  
1967.

B hajanpur H igh  S chool established in  1967 an d  recognised in  
196S.

S e tab g an j C ollege established.

A k h an ag ar H igh S chool established an d  recognised in  1967 
a n d  1969 respectively.

1 ^ .  R am dubi H a t H igh School, P.S. K otw ali, established a n d  re
cognised  in  1968 an d  1969 respectively.

Singul H igh School, P .S. B irol, established in  1968 an d  re
cognised  in  1969.

D h arm a p u r H igh School, P .S. Birol, established a n d  re
cogn ised  in  1968 a n d  1969 respectively.

D alu a  H igh School, P .O . S ato ir, P.S. Blrganj, established 
an 1968 an d  recognised in  1969.

S an k a  H igh  School, P .O . S undarpur, P .S. Birganj, established 
in  1968 an d  recognised in  1969.

K ach in ia  H igh School, P.O . S undarpur, P .S. K hansam a, 
estab lished  in  1968 an d  recognised in 1969.

D a la ik o ta  H igh School, P .O . A ftabganj, P.S. P arb a tip u r, 
estab lished  an d  recognised in  1968.

N aw abgan j H igh  School established an d  recognised in  1968,

S halkuria  H igh School, P.O . P u th u irn ara , P.S. N aw abgan j, 
es tab lished  in  1968 an d  recognised in  1969.

Jo y p u r  H igh  School estab lished  a n d  recognised in  1968 an d  
1969 respectively.

D in a jp u r  A d arsh a  M ahav idyalay  estab lished .* .

*  R e f e r e n c e : -  ] - S s x .  of High Schools, M adrasahs and Colleges and 
“ Chronology o f  the Growth o f Education (1966)” published by the 
Bureau of Educational Information and Statistics, Education Directorate.

1
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C H A P T E R  XI 

L A N G U A G E  AND L IT E R A T U R E

T h e m ain  language spoken  in  D ina jpu r is Bengali. T he An account from 
o th e r  im p o rta n t languages spoken in  th e  d is tric t are U rd u  and  
English. T h e  percentage o f  people speaking d ifferen t languages 
in  th e  d is tr ic t in  1961 is ind icated  in  th e  tab le  below  :

N am e o f  language. T o ta l. M ales. Fem ales. Percen
tage.

Bengali 16,53,913 8,74,473 7,69,440 96-72
U rd u 46,922 28,703 18,219 2-74
English 8,979 7,796 1,183 •52

T hus w e find  th a t  th e  m a jo rity  o f  th e  peop le  speak  Bengali. Language of 
T h e  peop le  o f  th e  low er s tra ta  o f  society  specially am o n g st the  
R ajbansh is an d  th e  P aliyas u se  a  d ia lect w hich has m any  peculi
a ritie s  in  reg a rd  to  p ro n u n c ia tio n . T hey  have a  tendency  to  
c o n tra c t  w ords m ak in g  th e m  alm o st un in te llig ib le  and  u n fam ilia r 
to  those  w ho  ta lk  in  s tan d ard  Bengali. T here  is som e difference 
betw een th e  languages spoken by the  M uslim s an d  the  H indus Diiference in 
as fo r exam ple, th e  fo rm er use ‘p an i’ fo r w ater, ‘G oso l’ fo r 
b a th , w hile the  la t te r  u se  ‘ja l’ a n d  ‘snan ’ respectively fo r  these and Hindus, 
term s. T h e  M uslim s also  use m any  w ords in  th e ir  conversation  
a m o n g s t them selves, w hich are d istinctly  o f  A rab ic an d  Persian  
orig in .

A s D in a jp u r has a  com m on b o rd er w ith  P urnea, a  b ilingual Bitingualism. 
d is tr ic t  o f  B ihar (Ind ia), the  people o f  th e  d is tric t specially 
th o se  o n  th e  N orth -w est understand  b roken  H indi o r U rd u  and  
can  speak to  som e ex ten t in  these languages in  ad d itio n  to  the ir 
m other-tongue .

A fte r Independence (1947) som e o f the  refugees have com e from  Language of the 
B ihar an d  its  ad jacen t places an d  settled specially in D in a jp u r ‘■«f“8ees. 
u rb an  area  an d  P a rb a tip u r. M ost o f  them  speak U rdu .

T h e  aborig inals o f  th e  d istric t nam ely th e  S an tha l, O raons Language of the 
an d  M undas a re  usually  b ilingu ist, speaking b o th  th e ir  ow n alwriginals. 
language and  Bengali.

T h e  language an d  som e typical w ords w hich w ere used in  
m edieval Bengali lite ra tu re  a re  still found  an d  used in  the ir 
orig inal fo rm  in th e  d ia lects o f  the  d is tric t. T h e  w ords H am i 
f o r  'Am V  and  'H am ra ' fo r  A m ara  are s till found  in  use.
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Grierson's 
account of the 
Bengali dialect 
of Dinajpur 
(1903).

“ T h e s tan d ard  o f  the  n o r th e rn  d ia lect o f  Bengali m ay be 
ta k en  to  be th e  fo rm  o f  th e  language w hich is spoken  in  the  
d is tric t o f  D inajpu r. T o  th e  w est, i t  m erges in to  th e  M aith ili 
d ia lec t o f  B ihari, th ro u g h  th e  S iripuria  sub-d ia lec t in  E astern  
P u rnea. T o  th e  east an d  n o rth , i t  becom es th e  w ell-m arked 
d ia lec t spoken  in  R an g p u r, Ja lpaigu ri an d  th e  ne ighbouring  
d is tric ts  to  th e  ea st and  know n as R ajbangsi. T o  th e  so u th , in  
R ajshah i and  P abna, it  m ore  nearly  app roaches th e  s ta n d a rd  
d ia lect o f  cen tra l Bengal.

“ T h e  n o rth e rn  dia lect o f  Bengali is spoken  in  the  d istricts, 
o f  R ajshahi, D in a jp u r, B ogra  and  P abna. T h e  w hole o f  th is  
tra c t has, w ith in  h isto ric  tim es, been subject to  th e  K och  tribes 
w ho invaded  it from  C ooch  Bihar, A ssam , and  E astern  Bengal, 
and  m em bers o f  the  tribe s till exist in  each d istric t. T hey  were 
orig ina lly  repo rted  as speaking th e ir  orig inal K och  language,, 
b u t an  exam ination  o f the  specim ens o f  th e ir  language w hich 
I  have received show s th a t they  have given u p  th e ir  orig inal 
speech, an d  now  only  speak a  m ore o r  less co rru p t variety  o f  
N o rth ern  Bengali.

“ T h e  fo llow ing  po in ts  m ay be no ticed  regard ing  the form  o f  
th e  d ia lec t spoken in  D in a jp u r :

“ T he system  o f  spelling an d  p ro n u n cia tio n  closely fo llow s 
th a t o f  C en tra l Bengal, th e  m ore co n tra c te d  fo rm s o f  the  verba l 
con jugation  being as a  ru le  follow ed. H ere an d  th e re  w e m eet 
the le tte r  /  used  instead  o f  r, as in  the  w ord  sarile fo r sarire  
in  body. A s regards vocabulary  n o te  the  use o f  the  w ord  
tabat, th e  S anskrit tavat, to  m ean  ‘everything’.

“ In  th e  declension o f  nouns, th e re  is a  L ocative S ingular 
in  e t  o r  a t. E xam ples a rc ; K ashtet, in  tro u b le ; payet. on  f o o t ;  
k h e te t  in  th e  field ; desat, in  th e  c o u n try ; hata t on the  h a n d ; 
kachhat, near. T h e  N om inative P lu ra l som etim es takes th e  
sam e fo rm  as th a t  o f  the  In s tru m en ta l S ingular. T h u s , 
chhaoyate, p ro n o u n ced  chhawate, ch ildren. Besides th e  usua l 
G enitive p lu ra l end ing  in  der, fo r  diger, as in  besader, o f  
harlo ts , th e re  is a  sim ilarly con trac ted  A ccusative D ative  P lu ra l, 
as in  chakardek, to  th e  se rv an ts , bandhudek, friends. In  the  
P ro n o u n s  also, i t  w ill be seen th a t th e re  is a  tendency  to  d ro p  
th e  final e o f  th e  A ccusative-D ative te rm ination  ke.

“ In  regard  to  th e  pronouns, the  p ro n o u n  o f  th e  first 
person  is hand, I. I ts  A ccusative-D ative S ingular is hamakey  
o r  ham ak, its  G enitive S ingular is hamar, an d  its  N om ina tive  
P lu ra l is hamara. Sim ilarly, fo r th e  second person , tum i, is 
‘th o u ’, th e  G enitive S ingular o f  w hich is tumar, and  so on  fo r
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th e  o th e r  cases. F o r  th e  p ro n o u n  o f  th e  th ird  person , we have 
sCf h e ; ta k  o r  tahak , h im  o r  to  h im ; taroy th e y ; a n d  tayder, 
th e ir . T he rem ain ing  p ro n o u n s exh ib it n o  irregu larities 
Jekhan  an d  tekhan  m ean  “ when* an d  ‘th en ’.

“ I n  th e  con jugation  o f  verbs, th e re  are irregu la rities in  
th e  persona l te rm inations. T h e  second person , honorific, som e
tim es ends in  en. T h u s, den, you  g ive; karilen, you  m ad e ; 
achhen, you  are . T h e  firs t person  o f  th e  fu tu re  ends in im, as 
in  balim , I  w ill say. T h e  th ird  singu lar P a s t ends in  e  in  th e  
case o f  T ransitive , an d  d ro p s  its  te rm in a tio n  in  the  case o f  
In tra n s it iv e  verbs. T h e  fo llow ing  exam ples m ay b e  n o ted , dile, 
h e  g ave ; pale , h e  o b ta in e d ; khale, h e  a te ;  punchle, h e  asked .
F o r  In tra n s itiv e  verbs w e have hail, h e  becam e. So, chhil, he 
w as; gel, h e  w en t; lagi, he b e g a n ; khelchhil, he w as o r  they  
w ere p lay ing . In  o n e  instance, w e a lso  find a  T ran sitiv e  verb 
d ro p p in g  i t s  final te rm in a tio n , viz., in  kahil, he said.

“ A s sam ples o f  th e  P erfect tense, we m ay quo te , dichhi, I  
have g iven ; karichhi o r  c o n tra c te d  karchhi, I  have d o n e ; 
bachichhe, he has escaped ; g e ic h h e ,h t  h as gone; asichhehei 
h a s  com e; an d  anchlie, h e  h as  b ro u g h t. H onorific fo rm s are 
karichhen, he  has m a d e ; an d  Paichhen, he has ob ta ined . A s a  
p a s t perfec t, th e  w ord  geichhil, he h ad  gone, is an  exam ple.

“ F o r  th e  fu tu re , we have pam , I  shall g e t; Jam , I  shall g o ; 
b a l i m y  I  sha ll say.

“ T h e  Infin itive ends in  ba. T hus, bhariba, to  fill; dekhba- 
pale, h e  w as ab le to  see; karba  lagil, h e  began  to  d o ;  parba  
lagil, h e  began  to  fall. Som etim es it  is inflected in  th e  G enitive 
case. T hus, dibar lagil, h e  began  to  give; nibar chahil, he 
w ished to  ta k e ; dakihar khailam , I  to ld  to  call.

“ T h e  C onsjuctive P artic ip le  ends in  e a fte r  a  consonan t.
Thus, ase, hav ing  com e; kare, h av in g  d o n e ; a n d  m any  o thers.
A fter a  lo n g  a, th e  te rm in a tio n  is y .  T hus, pay , hav ing  g o t; 
khay, hav ing  ea ten” .*

T h e  specim en o f  th e  d ia lec t as given by  G rierson  is re- specimen 
p roduced  below , b o th  in  Bengali an d  R o m an  a lp h ab e t: Gr^^rson

CT t5i \

C7T \5tl3W<r 1

f f s in  ^

•G . A. Grierson, Linguistic Survey of India, Vol. V, Part I, pp. 119-121.
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CTT̂ ccr*\% ^  CJT 5ltf5f5r̂  I
(Ttc*Ri ^ irm i f e r ;  c^ it^

'5^  ■ fer 1 a  csft^

amr, (T it c r  (7T c ^  3TH fSirsT ^ri i

C 5 ^  ^  cn ^5Tt5 5̂ ?<rtw <t c^‘?t c ^
'STt? 3ifir i ©ck

^ 3 [, ! 5 tf f  ^'*Pt«.

^ f | ,  r̂â n ^  ort̂ t̂  îtft,
* m t? t 'm r  u l^ c rr?  ^tss i t n  ^  ^ -< U

f ? i ^  C ' ^  i c ^  « J t ^ 3  ^ t i l  ^  C * f^

^ftr^i, ^  *nn ^  o fR ^  2115, *5t ^  ^ 1  1 ^ 5 1

^ f ^ . ,  'Q 5̂5t? -^(%f^;

5Tfa[ ^  ?5Tt^5I C2[t^ sTtftl

^fk^, 5J5  (ofsi "SiR̂ T t 5 t ^  f^tM 3;

5^5'^ f ^ ^ Q ;  ^  5Jt'3in ^

^ srt^  s j t  ^

C^ttf^9f 9 \t^ jn  C'SttC^ I ^  ^ 1  '*Tt2T  ̂ 5 1 t f ^  I

T'ransliteratioD
and English 
translation.*
Ek Jan Manusher dui chhaoya (Chawa)
One person man's tw o jon5
ChhUa. Tayder madhye Chhota Chhaoya
were. O f-them among the young son
apan bap-ke kahii, ‘Bap’ sampater
his own fa ther-to said fa th e r ' o f  the property.
Je bhag hami pam, ta han
W hat share / will get tha t me-i
d e n / Tahat se tayeder madhye
give Thereon he of-them among
bishay bhag kare dilen Kichhu
property division having-made gave some
din par chhota chhaoya tabat
days a fter the-young son everything
ek thai kare dur desat
one place having-made a-far land-in
chale gel, ar sei thai se
having’gone went and in that p lace he
aparimit bebhare apanar sampat

■riotous in^behaviour his-own property
uray dile Se tabat kharach
having-caused- ^ave H e everything spent

to-fly .

•Several diacritical marks cannot be reproduced for non-availability o f the types.
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kare phelle sei desat
having-made having-wasted that land-in

bhari akal hail ar se
a severe fam ine became and he

Kashtet parba lagiL Tckhan se
in  (rouble to-fa ll began Then he

giya sei deser ek Jan
having-gone that of-country a person

girastcr asra nile Se lok tahak
householder-of reguge took That person him

apanar mathat suor charaba pathay
his-own in-field p igs to-feed having-sent

dilc Pachhat suor je khosa
gave Afterw ards the p igs what husks

Khay sei de se pet
used-to-eat those by-m eans-of he the-belly

bhariba man karil kintuk keha tak
to-fill m ind made' but any-one him -to

dile na. Pachhat chetan pay
gave not. Afterwards senses having obsaine

se kahil, .hamar baper keta
he said. m y fa th er’s how-many

darmahadar chakar besi besi khabar
wage-getting servant much much to eat

pay. ar hami hetha bhuke raari
get and I here in hunger die.
Hami uthe apan baper.
I having-rtsen, my-own fa th er’s

kachhat jam, tahak balim
in-neighboufhood will-go him-to l-will-say.

“Bap hami svarger birod he ar
' 'fa th e r / of-heaven in-opposition and
tumar sakkhat pap karichhi; hami
thy before sin have-done 1
ar tumar chhaoya bale-balabar
more th y son of-being-caUed
jog nahi; haniak tumar ek
worthy am -not; me thy one
Jan darmahadar chakarer mata rakhen*’.
man ^age-getting o f  servant like keep”.
pachhat se uthe apan baper
A fterw ards he having-risen his own father^
nikat gel kintuk se
in-neighbourkood H'«nt But he
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dare thakte tar bap tak
in distance remanining his fa ther him

dekhba pale, ar daya kare
tO’see got, and p ity having-maa

daure jay, gala dharc
having run having gone neck fiaving-seized

chuma khale. Chhaoya tak kahil.
c -k iss ate. The son him -to said

*Bap hami svarger birodhc O
*Father / of-heaven in-opposition and

tumar cakkhyat pap karlchhi; hami
th y before sin have donwe.; I

tuniar chhaoya bale-balabar jog
th y son of-being-called worthy

nahi.’ kintuk bap apan chakardek
am -not.' B ut the-father his-own servant-to

kahil, ‘jaldi khub bhala kapar
said. 'qu ickly very good clothes

ane ihak; pindhao; ihar
having-brought this (person) dress; his

hatatc angti 0 payet jata
on-hand a-ring and on-feet shoes

Pindhao; ar hamra khaoya-daoya (Khawa-dawa)
put-on and (let) us feasting

Kare anand kari. Karan hamar
having-made jo y make. For m y

el chhaoya mare geichhil,
this son having-died had-gone.

bachichc; haray geichhil,
has-survived; having-been-lost had-gone,

paoya (pawa)-geichhe.’ Pare tara anand
has-boen-found'. A fterw ards they jo y

Karba lagil.
lo -m ake began.

Ch. XI

Dr. S, K. Chat- M ost o f  the  characteristics o f  th e  D in a jp u r d ia lec t as n o ticed  
terji’s views. |jy  G rierson  p robab ly  survive to  th is day . D r. Suniti K u m ar 

C ha tte rji, in  h is “ O rigin  and  D evelopm ent o f  th e  Bengali L an 
guage” , has expressed op in ion  th a t th e  use o f  th e  w o rd  ham  fo r 
a m i is a  sign, o f  th e  influence o f  M aith ili d ia lec t o n  Bengali 
d ia lec t spoken  in  D inajpur.

I.iterature:
Muhammad
Kala.

T h e  ea rlies t o f  a ll these w riters w hose nam es could  be 
d iscovered is p o e t M uham m ad  K ala . H e w as m o s t p ro b ab ly  
a n  in h a b ita n t o f  eastern  D inajpu r. O nly  one copy  o f  his
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m an u scrip t "‘N iza m  Pagla"  cou ld  be found . T h e  L anguage 
aeem s to  be o f  th e  la te r  15th cen tu ry  o r o f  ea rlier p a r t  o f  the  
16th  cen tury .

A m o n g  th e  H in d u  p o e ts  Jagat Jibati G hoshal w as p ro b ab ly  Jagat Jiban, 
th e  earlies t. H e flourished in  th e  ea rlie r  p a r t  o f  th e  17th  
c e n tu ry  an d  w ro te  ""Manasha M a n g a r^  in  tw o  p a r ts ,  v/z.,
D evkhanda  an d  B a n ik  Khanda. H e was an  in h a b ita n t o f  v illage 
K o c h m a ra  in  D in a jp u r.

P o e t Saker M ah m u d  w as an  in h a b ita n t o f  R ek a itp u r village Saker Mahmod. 
in  G h o ra g h a t a rea . H is d a te  o f  b ir th  is said  to  be 1768. He 
w ro te  ""Monohar M adhum alatV '— a ro m an tic  discourse.

P o e t B u rh an u llah  w as b o rn  in  v illage N a k h a it u n d er C h irir  Burhaoullah. 
B andar, p robab ly  in  1768. He w as a  prolific w riter. T he 
fo llow ing  are  h is traceab le  w ritings :

(1) A h ka m u l Islam , (2) K iam at N am ah, (3) N ab i N am ah,
(4) H indu D harm ajati Darpan, (5) Jahaparnar Khat,
(6)  M usalm anl Khabar, (7) G akul C hand Prasasti,
(8)  H efujnan, and  (9) M aharaja Bansabati.

F ak ir  C hand  was m o st p robab ly  co n tem porary  o f  B urhan- Fakir Chand. 
u lla h  an d  w as in h a b ita n t o f  R a n irb an d a r u n d er C h irir  B andar 
P o lice  S ta tion , H e w ro te  "N a b i N am a".

K av i K asem atu llah  Sarker, a  resident o f  M ih a m m a d p u r. Kasematulla. 
u n d e r  K ah a ru l P o lice S ta tion  lived in  the  early  p a rt o f  the  18th 
c e n tu ry . H e w ro te  "Im a m  ^’t/gar”  in  the  th ird es o f  I 8 th  cen tu ry .

D o st M u h am m ad  C houdhury , an  in h ab itan t o f  P o rsha  in  post Muham- 
th e  so u th ern  p a r t  o f  D in a jp u r (now in Rajshahi), w ro te “ “̂1 Choudhury.
barer Jangannam ah" {1875-77) and  "T oh fa tunnas '\

P o e t K am al L ochan  R oy the  ancesto r o f  the w ll-know n Kamal Lochan 
R o y  fam ily o f  D in a jp u r tow n w ro te  ‘Brata  Darpan' a  tran sla tio n  
o f  H ari B h a k ti B iias  in  184S.

Haji H edyetu llah  v,as bo rn  in 1833 in  Jog ibari v illage m d  Haji Hedyet- 
w rotc ""Mafidul H ijja j"  {\%~.l). It con iains the  descrip tion  o f  the 
g rea t fam ine o f  B engal in  1873. He perform ed th e  “ H ajj” 
in  h is m a tu re  age.

M ahesh  C h a n d ra  T a rk a  C huram ani b o rn  in  the  R aj R am p u r in Mahesh Chand- 
1841 w as a  scho lar in S anskrit and  a  poet as well. He w ro te 
**Nishadbadh K avya", "R a sa  K adam abini", "K a vya  P etika"  
*'Bagabacchatak, ^'Dinajpur R a jbasana /n j’ "B hudev C harltj*  
"Param anibad'*, "Byabasthapanad* Dhirananda T a ra n g in ij'
*‘Naloday,^* P ra krit P ingal T ik a j*  and ‘̂M eghdut T ik a j ' .  D r. P riya
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Manulla Man- 
dal.

Jamaluddin.

R an jan  Sen in  “ W estern  Influence on  Bengali L ite ra tu re”  spoke 
well o f  “ N ishad  Badh K av y a” .

K avi M anu llah  M andal lived in  ‘F a k ta ’ v illage in  th e  sou 
th e rn  p a r t o f  D in a jp u r d is tr ic t in  the m idd le  o f  19th c ,’n tu ry . 
H e w ro te  “ A 'anta N am ah"  w hich w as ed ited  by D r. N . K - 
B hattasali. H is o th e r  w ritings are M aina M a tir  Gan and  
Bairat N agarer Puthi.

K avi Jam alu d d in  o f  v illage L albari in  E ast D in a jp u r 
flourished  in  m iddle o f  n ineteen th  cen 'u ry . He w ro te  ' ‘P rem  
Ratna,^* a  co llec tion  o f  a llegorical poem s w hich voiced th e  
p o p u la r sen tim ent. His w ritin g s co n ta in  references a b o u t th e  
"^Wahhabi m ovem ent'*, and  th e  a tro c itie s  o f  th e  B ritish  ru lers . 
"P rem  Ratna^*  w as p u b lished  from  C a lc u tta  in  1913.

Sadck AH. P o e t S adek A li o f  Ja g a n n a th p u r  w ro te 
th e  la te r  p a r t  o f  th e  19th  cen tury .

^'Shafatul B a la ”  in

Ram p ran  Gupta R am  P ra n  G u p ta , an  in h a b ita n t o f  T angail, spent m o st o f  
h is life in  D in a jp u r w here he h ad  Z am indari.

He w ro te  i

( I )  M ughal Rajbansa, (2) Pathan Rajbansa, (3) Islam  Ka/Um\
(4) Brata  M ala  an d  (5) H azrat M uham m ad, etc .

He transla ted  the  Persian  history R eazus Saialeen  o f  
G hu lam  H u sain  Salim . H e w as a  regular c o n tr ib u to r  to  
Bangiya Shahitya  Parisad Patrika-

Muhammad
Ibrahim.

Eqinuddin
Ahmad-

Muhammad
Taimure.

M uham m ad Ib rah im  o f  village L albari in  E astern  D in a jp u r 
w ro te  Guljare M um enin  a n d  Hala-hale M oshrekin. H e 
died in  th e  la te r p a r t  o f  th e  19 th  cen tury ,

K h an  B ahadur E q inudd in  A hm ad  {1862-1933) was b o rn  in v illage 
C h an d an b a ri under B oda P. S .. to o k  his law  degree in  1884 
an d  w as a  successful lawyer a t  th e  D inajpur B ar. He w as a  
p ioneer o f  M uslim  renaissance an d  po litica l m ovem ents in  
D inajpu r- H e estab lished  M usalm an Shabha  in  1904. H is 
w ritings w ere pub lished  in  Dinajpur P atrika , Sultan,- M ih ir, 
Navarun, A l-Islam , Kohinoor and other Journals. He w ro te  
Islam  D harm aniti. In  1917 he presided over th e  first Muslin> 
L ite ra ry  C onferncce in  C a lcu tta .

M u h am m ad  T aim ure  (1866-1947) was bo rn  in D in a jp u r tow n . 
H e re tired  as A ssistan t In spec to r o f  Schools. He w ro te  
Quran Prabeshika, Tara Janena Islam  Ki, Islam -o-tahar 
Shesh M ahapurush, M usalm aner Tetrish K o ti D ebata, Jnan  
B ikash  and H o ly  Quran on Sectarianism .
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Jo g in d ra  C h a n d ra  C h ak rav arty  (1872-1941) w as b o rn  in  R aja- Jogindra Chand-
ra m p u r  m ouja . H e w as a  social w orker. H e edited  th e  Chakravarty.
D inajpur P atrika  fro m  1307 to  1316 B.S. I t  was a t  h is  instance
th a t ‘the  N o rth  B engal S ah itya Sam m ilan’ was held in  1913.

Y u su f A li B hagabi (b  1935) o f  D a u d p u r  village, edited  th e  Yusuf All 
bi-w eekly K ased  in  1927. H e was a  teacher, social w orker bhagabi. 
a n d  a n  o ra to r. F o r  som e tim e he w orked  as th e  jo in t-c d ito r  o f  
th e  D inajpur P atrika .

R a b in d ra  N a ray a n  G hose (18 3-194‘') , P rofessor o f  R ip o n  Rabindra N ara- 
C ollege, tran sla ted  th e  H isto ry  o f  Civilisation  o f  th e  F rench  
w riter G uizot. H e presided  over m any academ ic an d  literary  
m eetings.

H a ric h a ra n  Sen (d. 1937) o f  K a lita ta  m ouza, a  repu ted  ac to r  Haricharan Sen, 
an d  d ram a tis t was the  p ioneer o f  the  d ram a tic  m ovem ent in  his 
d is tric t a n d  w as th e  fo u n d er o f  th e  D iam ond Jubilee Theatre  
H all. Som e o f  h is  d ram atica l w orks a re  M ayerdak^ Sitaram ,
Arundhuti, A drista , LaJJa, D urgabati, N oksha , etc.

S yam a C h a ra n  Ban opadhya , a  poet o f  D ina jpu r tow n , w rote Syama Charaa 
Pagaler Paglami, Jyatham asay, etc. Bandopadya.

Su^es\^ar P an d o p a d h y a  o f  D in a jp u r T ow n w rote D inajpur SureswarBando- 
Bibaran. T h is was a  m in ia tu re  D istric t G azetteer. padya.

Sanjib  B agchi o f  D in a jp u r to w n  w ro te  Karunakatha  w hich Sanjib Bagchi. 
was pub lished  in  1928.

G o b in d a  C h a n d ra  R oy  (d. 1952) a  teacher o f  the  G .T . S chool Gobinda ChaDd. 
a n d  . res id en t o f  D in a jp u r T ow n w rote K shatra Sangit which 
was pub lished  in  1919.

K h a n  B hadur A m inu l H u q  (1887-1960) wa« bo rn  in  th e  ^han Bahadur 
M iry ap u r village, pub lished  novels en titled  Tiger H ill an d  Jara j a  AminuJHuq. 
B h a b e z n ^ J a r  Bhagge ja  Chhila. H e w as the fo u n d er I  resident 
o f  N aoroze Sah itya  Sabha.

Shib P ra sad  K a r  (U9C-1966) o f  D in a jp u r tow n  was a  legal ShibPrgsadKtf-. 
p rac titio n e r. w as a lso  fpnd  o f  plJ-ying d ram a tic  ro 'e  . H is 
tw o  n o tab le  d ram as are  Swarna l.anka  an d  Pratishtha. H e 
V'as once th e  ed ito r o f  th e  Dinajpur P atrika .

N arendc*  M o h an  Sen o f  D in a jp u r T ow n was a  legal p rac ti- Narendra Mcdia» 
tio n e r a n d  a  regu lar w riter in  the  D inajpur P atrika . H e is 
a n  au th o r  o f  a  novel, Bikshobh.

M au lan a  lAbdullafr-hil Baqi (1890-1952) was b o rn  in  village ivfaulana Abdol- 
A tra i o f  East D ina jpu r a n -  was a  renow ned o ra to r . H e  Baqi. 
pub lished  essays a n d  articles on  Islam ic P .iilo sohphy , Social 
R efo rm s, H ad ith , Q u ra n  an d  F iqah  in A t Islafn  a n d  o th e r  
jo u rn a ls . H e w as the  ch ief ed ito r o f  Satyagrahi.

16
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M aulana Manir* 
■ddlB /^w ari.

Hemayet Ali.

M a u l a n a  A b d u l -  
l a h - h i l  K a j f i .

Haricharan
Chakravarly.

Khan Shahib 
Taiammul AU.

Nafaniddin
-AbBiad.

Snsil Chaadra 
Oup'a Kba:^ 
oabish.

M aulana  M an iru d d in  A nw ari, a n  in h ab itan t o f  R an i B andar 
M ouja , was a  reputed  scholar in  A rab ic an d  Persian . He w orked 
fo r m any years as a n  ed ito r o f  th e  A hle H adis, an d  jo in t 
ed ito r o f  th e  Satyagrahi.

H em ayet Ali (1895-1969) was bo rn  in  N a lp u k u r village in  1302
B.S. an d  re tired  as S eristadar in  1956. I t  is th ro u g h  his efforts 
th a t the  N azim uddin  H all an d  L ibrary  w ere estab lished . The 
M onthly Naoroze The W eekly N aoroze  w ere published  in  1941 
and  1960 respectively under h is ed ito rsh ip . H e w as aw arded 
Tanigha-i-Khidm at.

M a u lan a  A bduliah-h il Kaffi (1896-1960) was b o rn  in  the  A tra i 
village o f  east D inajpur. H e w as th e  b ro th e r  o f  M a u lan a  
A bullah -h il Baqi. He was a  good  o ra to r , relig ious p reacher, 
social w orker, lite ra teu r a n d  also  a  jo u rn a lis t. In  1926 he 
published  th e  weekly Satyagrahi. He jo in e d  th e  K hila fa t m ovem ent. 
H e w as also th e  jo in t ed ito r o f  th e  Sabak  a n d  Z am ana. In  1956 
he published  the rnonthly  jou rria l Tajamanul H adis  from  D acca. 
In  1958 he also  published  and  ed ited  th e  weekly A rafa t. N abu- 
ya te  M uhamm adi, K alem aye Taiyyeba, P akistaner Shashan  
Shangbidhan, A h le  H adis Andolan, Islam i A rthanitir K a Kha, 
Dhan Bantaner R akm ari Formula e tc., a re  his pub lished  w orks. 
F o r  his literary  m erit he was given P residents aw ard  in  1959.

H ari C h a ra n  C h ak rav arty  (b. 1898) o f  R aja R a m p u r village in 
the  D in a jp u r d is tric t transla ted  ab o u t tw o hun d red  sho rt stories 
from  orig inal H indi. He also transla ted  fro m  Chinese, F rench , 
English, R ussian , G erm an , etc. H e was a  c o n trib u to r  to  leading 
periodicals o f  his tim e.

K h a n  S hah ib  T ajam m ul A li (1899-1964) w as b o rn  in  th e  C h ar 
K ab ir  village under P arb a tip u r P .S ., H e jo in ed  th e  D in a jp u r 
B ar in  1926. H e w as the ed ito r o f  Palli-D ipika  (1934-48).

N afaru d d in  A h m ad  (b. 1901) o f  village Syam pur in  N o rth  
D in a jp u r is a  teacher by profession. H is first h isto rical novel 
Bhagya L ip i w as published  in  1929 A . D . B h a g y ^^ p h a k ra  is 
h is second novel. C hand B ibi ( b io g r a p h y ) ^ ^ ^ |i | j a ,  E jid  
Padh, Rajyasree {Dram a), •titfid.
Kanchanbati (operas) a re  his unpublished  w o r B ^ P R ^ ^ s  a  
regular c o n trib u to r  to  M oslem  Hitaishi, M oslem  'Darpan, A l
lslam , Dinajpur Patrika, Desher Bani, etc.

Sushii C h a n d ra  G u p ta  K hasnab ish  (1902-1966), a  scho lar i i /  
the  B uddhist P h ilosophy  an d  C u ltu re , was bo rn  in  D ina jpu r 
tow n. H e w as also  a  legal p rac titio n e r an d  a Professor o f  the  
local college. T h e  A tra i, a  bi-w eekly period ical w as published  under
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h is  ed ito rsh ip  fro m  1937-38. H e used to  co n trib u te  to  Forward,
L ib er ty , Sa ty juga , Jagajjoti, M ahabidhi, D inajpur P atrika , etc.

K av i K a d e r  N aw az (b. 1909), a  prolific w riter an d  one o f  the  Kari Kader 
rep u te d  poets o f  B angladesh , w as b o rn  in M u rsh id ab ad  b u t sp en t Nawaj. 
m o s t o f  la te r  days in  D in a jp u r. H e w as H eadm aster o f  D inaj
p u r  Z ilia  School. H is  poetica l w orks a re  M o ra l and N il  
Kum udi. U tala Sandhya  is h is novel. H e w as connected  
w ith  all th e  literary  associa tions o f  D in a jp u r a n d  w as th e  C hair
m a n  o f  th e  N aw roj Shahitya  M ajlish  an d  K risti Sansad  fo r a  
long  tim e.

N a ra y a n  G angu ly  (b. 1918 a t  B alladangi). P rofessor o f  Narayao 
Bengali in  C alcu tta  U n iv ers ity , w rote Upanibesk, Sw arna S ita ,
Shila lip i an d  o th e r  novels.

D r. A m iru d d in  S arker w as b o rn  in  M aljh a r village in  1879.
H e  w as a  b a rd  an d  was w ell-know n in  h is locality. H e w rote 
a b o u t one h u n d red  booklets.

S anskrit w as th e  language o f  official docum ents d u rin g  the  Sanskrit 
G u p ta ,  P a l an d  Sen ru le . E ven  d u ring  th e  M uslim  p erio d  "'"hing- 
S an sk rit w as n o t neglected. A n  in scrip tion  in  S anskrit belong
in g  to  th e  re ign  o f  G h iysudd in  M ah m u d  Shah (1533-37) has 
h ee n  d iscovered fro m  village D harail. Specim ens o f  seventeenth  
cen tu ry  S anskrit a re  preserved o n  te rraco ta s  o f  K an ta  N agar 
tem ple.

W ith  th e  conquest o f  D in a jp u r by M u h am m ad  B akh tiya r Persian 
K h a lji th e  s tu d y  ̂ f  P e rs ian  assum ed im portance . T h e  use o f  
P ersian  language" m  all revenue tran sac tio n s d a tin g  from  A k b a r’s 
re ign  com pelled  every  one hav ing  in terest in  la n d  to  le a rn  the  
P ersian  language. H in d u s and  M uslim s a like , the refo re , consi
dered  m aste ry  in  P ersian  as one o f  th e  necessary ed u ca tio n a l 
a tta in m en ts . P ersian  w as so m uch  in  use am ong  th e  people 
th a t a  n u m b e r o f  w riters  devo ted  them selves in  w riting  b o o k s in  
P ersian . Som e o f  these b o o k s  a re  m en tioned  below :

RafiquV*Arfin  is !*said to  have w ritten  fo r S ikandar S hah  o f  Farid-bin Saiar. 
D ev k o t (D in a jp u r). I t  co n ta in s  m alfu za t (correspondence) o f  
S haik  H isa m u d d iiw M a n ik p u r i  an d  has been com piled  by 
F arid -b in -S a la% « iA a^

R isa la tu  Shuhada, a  b o o k  in  P ersian  o n  the life o f  Ism ail Fir Muhammad 
Gfaazi, was w ritten  a t  G h o ra g h a t an d  w as fo u n d  in  K a n ta d u a r  •
o n  22nd S haban , 1042 A .H . B u t it  is said  to  have been  w ritten  
b y  P ir  M u h am m ad  S hatta ri in  875 A .H . (1633 A .D .) w hen 
Ism ail G h az i w as executed.
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Abdnl Qader A b d u l Q ad e r G ham ign i o f  R a m p u r (b. 1780) w as a  so ld ier 
Ghamigni. arm y  o f  M ir Q asim  a n d  w as a lso  a  tu to r  o f  M r. C a rto n ,

^  th e  C o llec to r o f  D in a jp u r (1808 A .D .). H e is th e  au th o r  o f  th e
fo llow ing  b o o k s in  Persian  an d  U rd u :

P ersian : (i) Tarikh D elhi (from  th e  days o f  Judh is tir dow n to  
th e  days o f  Shah A lam  1806 A .D .), (ii) TaaHqat on Jaam aul 
B a rka t o f  A b d u l H uq  D ehlavi, (iii) Shalh  h ukm  M urtazav i 
dar M a n a ke  A ruro-N ahi N usiafaw i^  (iv) Shah  A qram  ulaimai^
(v) Tarjum a  (a tran s la tio n  o f  H asan Aqida  by  Shah W ait U llah ),
(vi) Sharah o f  A q id  by A bdu l A ziz E eh lv i, (vii) B asum  A sm ai 
M abudan Hind^ (viii Sharah o f  M iza n u l Bulagka  by S hah  
A bdu l A ziz, ('x '' A m so l H ind i wo fa rs i^  (x) Taaliqot on  
Sh a m il T irm iziy  (xi'' K a J j f  H cq iqa t D ua I j t a t ,  (xii) T a rikh  
A hw al A jm er wo M arw ar, (xii )  R isa la i ShatranJ^ (xiv) R isa la i 
A dab  N ik a h ,  (xv) R isa la  F a w d d  So n , (xvi) Burhan, 
(xvii) R isa la  Inkan K h ircq  wo A d a t, (xv 'ii) R isa li uruz, 
(x ix ' R isa la  Q iblanum a, (x x ' T a rb ia t wo T alim , (xxi) T a riq  
In ia zum  M u lk  a n d  (xxii) R isa l T a rz  Tahrir.
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C H A P T E R  X II 

LA N D  R E V E N U E  A D M IN IS T R A T IO N

T he type o f  R eveaue A d m in is tra tio n  o f  th e  anc ien t H indu  Hindu period, 
p e rio d , especially o f  the  G u p tas , as revealed in  the  inscrip tions 
o f  th e  G u p tas , appears to  have been a n  efficient an d  m ethodical 
one. T he copper-p la te  inscrip tions o f  the  P ala  K ings o f  the 
la te r period  re la te  only  to  gift o f  land  (o r village) m ade by  
th e  reigning K ings. I t  is, how ever, n o t possible to  ascerta in  
f ro m  these  inscrip tions how  m uch  revenue cou ld  be expected 
fro m  a  p a rticu la r village. So, very little  is know n o f  th e  system  
o f  L an d  R evenue A d m in is tra tio n  o f  th e  H in d u  period.

Ik h tiy a ru d d in  M uham m ad-b in -B akh tiyar K halji co nqured  P re -M u g h a l 

B engal in  1204 A . D . an d  inaugura ted  a  new  era o f  adm inistra- 
tive-reform s. H e in troduced  Jaigir system  o f  revenue. T his is evi
d e n t from  the  assignm ent o f  th is d istric t to  A ii M a rd a n  K halji as 
Jaigir  w ith  his h eadquarte rs  a t  G horagfaat. S u ltan  S harasuddin  
Ilyas S hah  (1342-1357 A . D .) h ad  in troduced  a  land  revenue 
ad m in istra tio n  w hich w as p o p u la r  w ith  b o th  raiyats  a n d  land
holders. U n fo rtu n a te ly  th e  details a re  n o t available.

W e know  fro m  the  Ain-e~Akbari th a t in  the  tim e o f  Mughal period. 
A k b a r, h is  F inance M inister, T odarm al, m ade a  Khas 
o r  rayatwari Settlem ent. T he S ubah  o f  Bengal was 
d iv ided in to  19 Sarkars, p a rts  o f  6  fell w ith in  the  lim its o f  
D inajpu r. T he Sarkars  were aga in  subdivided in to  mahals 
co rrespond ing  to  th e  parganas. T h e  system  o f  revenue collec
tio n  in  force am ongst th e  M uslim  conquero rs o f  Bengal 
ap p ears  to  have been  to  ap p o in t farm ers o f  revenue fo r larger 
o r  sm aller areas. These persons were m ade responsible fo r the 
pay m en t o f  a  fixed revenue an d  w ere allow ed to  collect it  in  any  
w ay they  liked. T he farm ers o f  revenue ap p o in ted  were, in  
m an y  instances, th e  hered itary  land-ow ners, w ho rem ained  in  
un d is tu rb ed  possession o f  th e ir  estates an d  free to  a  g reat 
m easure from  in terference, o n  cond ition  o f  paying a  reasonable 
tr ib u te . T h is appears to  have been th e  case in  D inajpu r, the 
g rea ter p o rtio n  o f  w hich settled w ith  the  successive princes o f  
D in a jp u r R aj fam ily, w ho w ere allow ed the  privilege o f  adm i
n istering  th e ir  o w n  estates. I t  was under the  M ughals th a t 
th e  D in a jp u r R aj fam ily reached th e  zenith  o f  its pow er an d  
g lory  d u ring  th e  ru le  o f  R aja P ra n n a th  and  R a ja  R am nath .

W hen  in  1722 paym en ts  o f  revenue becam e very irregular,
N aw ab  M u rsh id  Q uli K h an , G overno r o f  Bengal, m ade a  new 
se ttlem ent divid ing the  province o f  Bengal in to  C haklas, to  each 
■of w hich a  C hakladar  was ap p o in ted  as the  C ollector o f  the

i
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revenue. R a ja  P ran n a th  was ap p o in ted  a  C hakladar  fo r th e  
g rea ter p a r t o f  Chaklas  A k b arn ag a r an d  G h o ra g h a t, w ith ia  
w hich D in a jp u r feU. W e d o  n o t know  w h at revenue R a ja  
P ra n n a th  p a id ; b u t in  the  tim e o f  his successor, R a ja  R am n a th , 
th e  revenue w as fixed a t  12i- lakhs o f  rupees an d  th e  assessm ent 
rem ained  unchanged  till h is d ea th  in  1760 A .D . H e was suc
ceeded by his son , R a ja  B aidyanath . I n  h is tim e, in  1762 A .D ., 
th e  assessm ent w as raised to  2 6 i  la k h s o f  rupees. I t  was-
beyond  the  capac ity  o f  th e  R a ja  to  pay  it  in  full a n d  a  consi
derab le  p o rtio n  o f  it  rem ained  unrealized . A s M ir  Q asim  A h  
fastened o n  D in a jp u r as a  source o f  add itiona l revenue, h e  p u t 
th e  Z am indari in  the  hands o f  a  farm er nam ed R am n a th  B ha- 
du ri, w ho had  been em ployed in  exam ing th e  husiabood  o r  
assets o f  D ina jpu r. H e engaged to  p ay  a  sum  o f  R s. 26,44,733
sicca rupees afte r deducting  the collection charges an d  in
ad d itio n  a  p rov ision  fo r tim e, an d  som e balance o f  the  prev ious 
year o f  116? B. S. (176i-62 A .D .), m ak in g  a  to ta l o f  
R s .27,06,019-00. H e ac tua lly  realised  R s.20 ,10 ,338 -00 a n d  
d ed u c tin g  co llec tion  charges, the  n e t rea lisa tion  w as 
R s .18,22,526-00. T he farm er, R am n a th  B haduri, p ro p o sed  to  
realize a  sura by  sale o f  zam indar’s  effects, b u t th is  was n o t 
realized.

S ettlem ent fo r  subsequen t years w ere m uch  reduced  from  
th e  p eak  y ear o f  1169 B.S. A s-s ta te d  in  th e  schedule o f  S ir  
Jo h n  S hore’s m inu te , th e  ja m a  in  those  years was—

R s.
1169 B .S .  (1762-63 A . D .) . .  26,89,091
1170 B. S. (1763-64) . .  . .  13,79,941
1171 B. S. (1764-65) . .  . .  13,80,706
1172 B. S. (1765-66) . .  18,00,000

T here  is, how ever, no  ind ication  as to  w hat w as ac tua lly  
realized in  th o se  years, o r as to  w hether B aidyanath  w as in  kh a s  
possession o f  h is  estate , o r  co llection  w as en tru sted  to  fa rm ers .

Early British ^^65, th e  Diwani o f  Bengal w as g ran ted  b y  th e  M ughal
Administration. E m pero r, S hah  A lam  II , to  th e  E ast In d ia  C om pany  an d  fro m  

th a t  year th e  d is tric t o f  D in a jp u r passed u n d er th e  B ritish  
a d m in ^ tra tio n . B u t in  1173 B.S. (1766-67 A . D .)  M r. Sykes, 
th e n  R esiden t a t  th e  D arb a r o f  M u rsh id ab ad , m ade  th e  circu it 
o f  D in a jp u r an d  a fte r hustabood  investigations, th e  ja m a  (reve
nue) o f  the  d istric t was raised  by tw o  lakhs o f  rupees, m ak ing  
th e  net dem and  o f  the  d is tric t a t 20 lakhs o f  ru p ees. B ut 
th ings d id  n o t go well an d  assessm ents w ere n o t realized. I n  
1 7 7 2 A .D .  th e  d irec t revenue co n tro l w as assum ed by  th e  E ast 
In d ia  C om pany. E arlier, a  B ritish Supervisor nam ed H . C o t
tre ll w as ap p o in ted  to  supervise collection  o f  revenue. H e was.
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th e  first B ritish official know n to  have been posted  to  this 
d istric t and  jo in ed  som etim e in  the  la ter p a r t  o f  1769 A .D . l a  
1772 A . D ., the  Supervisors w ere nam ed C ollectors and  H . C o t
tre ll had  been succeeded by M r. W . M a rrio tt a s  C ollector in ' 
th is  d istric t. In  1773, the  E u ropean  C ollector was w ithdraw n 
an d  a n  A m i!  o r  native C ollector appo in ted , while o n e  o f  the- 
six  Provincial C ouncils, newly constitu ted  to  supervise revenue- 
adm in is tra tion , to o k  u p  its  seat a t  D inajpur. T he ac tua l m ana
gem ent o f  th e  D in a jp u r Z araindari w as left w ith  R a ja  B aidya- 
n a th . A s the  Jam a  (revenue) fixed earlier was never realized', 
it  was reduced to  R s. 14,60,445-00 in  1774 A .D .  The reason 
fo r  the  reduc tion , as rep o rted  by the  P rovincial C ouncil in  
1774 A . D ., was th a t the  land  w as overassessed “ a n d  we know  
the  farm ers to  be all in  deb t, an d  th a t the ir cred itors are 
ready  to  seize the  first m oney th a t com es in to  the ir h an d s .”
H ow ever, the  Jam a  a t  th is ra te  was realized in  fu ll every year.
I n  1780, R a ja  B aidyanath  died w ithou t an  heir an d  his w idow  
R an i Sarasw ati adop ted  a young boy nam ed R a d n an a th  w ho  
w as recognised by W arren  H astings as successor to  R aja Baidya
n a th . D u rin g  the  m inority  o f  R aja R a d h an a th , the  estates w ere 
m anaged  first by R a ja  Devi S ingh o f  D ilw arpur in M urshidabad,.
T h e  title  o f  R a ja  m ust have been confirm ed o n  him  by th e  
C om pany  as he does n o t ap p ear to  have been a  Z am indar.
T he gross Jam a  fo r  these tw o years was increased by  a  lu m p
sum  o f  2 lakhs a n d  th u s  Devi S ingh paid  a  revenue o f
R s. 16,60,445-00 fo r the  D in a jp u r R aj Estates. B ut his m anage
m e n t was so d ishonest and  oppressive th a t he an d  several o f 
h is am las  w ere degraded  and  k ep t in  confinem ent till 1791, 
w hen sentence w as finally passed d irecting  som e refunds, the  
cance lla tion  o f  som e frau d u len t purchases m ade by him  an d  h is  
perp e tu a l ban ishm en t from  the  d istric t. H is place was then  
taken  by  Jan ak i R am  Singh, a  b ro th e r  o f  the  w idow  (R an i 
Sarasw ati) o f  R a ja  B aidyanath , w ho agreed to  pay revenue a t 
the fo rm er ra te  o f  R s. 14.60,445-00.

In  1781, th e  P rovincial C om m ittees were abolished an d  a  
M e tro p o litan  C om m ittee o f  R evenue appo in ted . In  1786, the  
M e tro p o litan  C om m ittee becam e the B oard o f  R evenue an d  the  
p o s t o f  E u ro p ean  C ollector o f  R evenue was recreated . M r.
G . H atch  was the  first to  be appo in ted  C ollector o f  D in a jp u r 
u n d e r the  new  system . M eanw hile, Jan ak i R am  Singh h ad  
raised  large sum s o f  ready m oney by subletting  lands a t a  
low  ren t an d  th e  an n u a l incom e o f  th e  Z am indari o f  
R a ja  R ad h an a th  suffered. O n  the  o ther han d , Jan ak i R am  
Singh had  fallen in to  a rrea r w ith  his revenue an d  was rem oved  
by  o rders o f  the  B oard  o f  Revenue. In  June , 1787 A .D .
R am a K a n ta  Roy. an  uncle o f  R ad h an a th , was installed as
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the  M anager o f  the D ina jpu r R aj. The assessm ent rem ained 
unchanged.

In  a  letter, dated  the 15th Jan u ary , 1788 A .D ., to  the 
Board o f  Revenue, M r. H atch , the  C ollector, explained th a t 
th is assessm ent was indeed  low ; b u t th a t ow ing to  the  m is
m anagem ent o n  the p a rt o f  the native officials o f  the  zam in d a r 
in  the  p a s t, the  estate could no t alTord a  h igher one a t the  
tim e. H e held o u t hopes th a t w ith m ore careful m anagem ent 
the  assessm ent m igh t subsequently  be raised. So M r. H atch  
endeavoured  to  im prove th e  m anagem ent o f  the  esta te . Every 
detail o f  th e  m anagem ent was supervised by him . T he estate  
was d iv ided in to  sixty-four ziUas, each under a  tah sild a r, w ho 
collected R s.6 ,000 00 to  R s .1.00,000-00 receiving a  percentage. 
E ach ra iy o t’s lands were m easured and  he paid ren t accord ing  
to  the quan tity  an d  quality  o f  his land , irrespective o f the  crop  
grow n. T hus the revenues o f  th e  estate were well m anaged  
an d  the  to ta l revenue o f  the d istric t cam e to  R s .16,12,889 
sicca  rupees. B ut a t the  sam e tim e the  incom e o f  the  Z arain- 
dari was decreased by the abo lition  o f  all the illegal taxes and  
cesses w hich the  Rajas had  collected from  lim e to  tim e. M ean
w hile, the rules fo r a  decennial settlem ent, w hich was in  co n 
tem pla tion  were being elaborated  by the Board o f Revenue. It 
seem s th a t the in ten tion  o f the C om pany 's officers, in fixing 
th e  revenues payable by  the  zam indars, was also to  fix the  ren t 
payable by the cu ltiva to rs , w ho were to  receive pa tta s  from  
their respective landlords sta ting  the  am o u n t o f  ren t payable. 
Som etim e in  1791, the D ecennial Settlem ent was in troduced  and  
it  was m ade P erm anen t Settlem ent in  1793, by a  P roc lam ation  
issued by the  G overnor-G enera l, Lord C ornw allis, on  the 22nd 
M arch  o f  th a t year.

In  1792 A .D ., R a ja  R a d h an a th  was placed in charge o f  the 
estate  a t th e  age o f  16, a  year o r so a fte r the  conclusion  o f 
the  D ecenn ia l Settlem ent. T h e  Jam a  a t which th e  S e tlem en tw as 
m ade was fixed a t sicca  R s .14,02,086 o r  equal to  72-5  per cent, 
o f  the gross produce. F o r a  year an d  m ore all w ent sm ooth ly ; 
b u t  w hen in  M arch , 1793, M r. H atch  was p rom oted  to  a  seat 
o n  the  Board o f  R evenue, h is successor, M r. Jo h n  H liot, soon  
fo u n d  reason  to  be dissatisfied w ith the m anagem ent o f affairs 
o f  the estate. R a ja  R a d h an a th , in  accordance w ith th e  wishes 
o f  R ani Sarasw ati. ap p o in ted  as his advisers, the creatu res o f  
the  form er M anager, Janaki R am  Singh, and  so o n  got the 
estate  in to  difficulties. H is m anagem ent was carried  so fa r  th a t 
in  A pril, 1794, the G overno r-G enera l decided th a t R a ja  R a d h a 
nath  should  be deprived o f  the  m anagem en t o f  his e s ta te ; h is 
seal was locked u p  in  the  C o llec to r’s treasu ry  and  R am  K an ta
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R oy  was aga in  installed  a s  M anager o f  the  estate. T h e  R aja 
appears to  have been  re in sta ted  a b o u t A .D . 1796 and  lo s t no 
tim e in  pu rsu in g  his fo rm er course o f  ac tion . A s a  resu lt, in  
1797 A .D ., a rrea rs  o f  revenue occurred  to  the  ex ten t o f  som e 
70,000 rupees, an d  by  the  o rd er o f  the B oard  o f  Revenue, p a rt 
o f  th e  estate  was sold. N eith er M r. C ornelius B ird , th e  then  
C ollector, n o r th e  B oard  o f  R evenue hesita ted  to  th e  p roprie ty  
o f  b reak ing  u p  the  great D in a jp u r E sta te . In  the  years th a t 
follow ed, the  revenue co n tin u ed  to  b e  in  arrea rs as a  resu lt o f 
w hich fu rth e r  sales were effected a n d  the cond ition  o f  the 
estate  w ent f ro m  bad  to  worse. T he R a ja  struggled to  save h is 
esta te  by raising  m oney on  m ortgages, R am k an ta  R oy being one 
o f  h is p rinc ipa l cred ito rs an d  he saved som e p a rt o f  h is 
estate  by pu rch asin g  in  false nam es. H is wife, R an i T rip u ra  
S undari, an d  the o ld  R ani Sarasw ati also  purchased  lands, 
pay ing  a  revenue o f  a b o u t R s.72,000-00. B u t little  was saved 
an d  by  th e  end o f  1800 A .D . a lm ost the  w hole estate  h ad  
been sold and  th e  R a ja  w as v irtually  a  p riso n er in  h is ow n 
house, as his cred ito rs were th rea ten ing  to  seize his perso n  an d  
he h ad  been im prisoned . O n the  26th Jan u ary , 1801, R a ja  
R a d b a n a th  died a t  the  age o f  24.

T he estate  o f  the  M ah ara ja  o f  D ina jpu r p ractically  d isintegra
ted  afte r R a d h an a th , T he ru in  o f  th is anc ien t fam ily records 
th e  m ost significant change th a t occurred  in  the  d is tric t o f  
D in a jp u r a fte r the  E ast In d ia  C om pany  to o k  over i ts  m anage
m ent. E ithe r on  acco u n t o f  greed o r  o u t o f  set po licy , the 
dem and  fo r la n d  revenue w as k ep t a t a  very h igh figure m ak ing  
it  well-nigh im possible fo r an y  one to  m eet it  fo r a  sufficient 
leng th  o f  tim e. M r. C ornelius, the  th e n  C ollector, co n trib u ted  
m u ch  to  th e  ru in  o f  D in a jp u r Raj fam ily. O n his d ea th  o n  the 
3 rd  Ju n e , 1801 A . D ., M r. C ortney  Sm ith  becam e the  new  
C ollector. H e also  follow ed th e  po licy  o f his predecessor w ith 
ex trem e harshness a n d  the  sale o f  th e  estate  to  the  h ighest 
b idder w as m ade regularly . T he com petition  fo r the  purchase  o f 
th e  land  in  this d istric t was left en tirely  to  the  servants o f  the 
esta te , to  the  cm las  o f  the  G overnm en t, an d  to  those o ther 
zam indars w ho had  been ru ined by the  D ecennial Settlem ent.
B uchanan  H am ilton  described the  new  purchasers as “ lo td a rs’* 
an d  they  w ere called “ u p sta rts”  by th e  people. T h e  co n tem p t 
in  w hich the  new  land lo rds were held , com pelled m any  o f  th e m  
to  live elsewhere. H ow ever, w hen th e  D inajpur R aj E sta te  
was sp lit u p , each  o f  th e  lo ts  so ld  w as form ed in to  a  separate 
estate  w ith  a revenue fixed in  perpe tu ity  an d  a  n u m b er was 
assigned to  each  in the T auzi R oll o f  th e  d istric t. U p  to  1829 
A .D . the  D in a jp u r C o llec to rate  rem ained  under the  direct
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co n tro l o f  the  B oard  o f  Revenue, I n  th a t year R ajshahi Com * 
m issionership  w ith  its head q u arte rs  a t R am p u r B oalia (R ajshah i) 
w as created  an d  the d istric t cam e in  revenue m atte rs  u n d er th e  
au th o rity  o f  th e  new  C om m issioner.

Estates other W hen M r. G . H atch  jo ined  as C ollector in  1786, his col-
Dinajpar jgctions w ere solely from  th e  R aj E sta te . In  1787, M r. H atch  

fixed th e  revenue o f  som e o th er estates in  the d is tric t w hich 
d id  n o t fo rm  p a r t o f  th e  D ina jpu r R aj, a t R s.1 ,52 ,445 ‘00. 
T hus th e  to ta l revenue o f  the en tire  d istric t in  th a t year cam e 
to  R s .16,12,889 sicca o r R s .17,20,515-00 C om pany’s rupees.

T here w as a  C ollectorate  a t G h o rag h at w hich received th e  
revenues o f  E d rackpur o r B ardhan  K u th i E sta te  (9 annas o f  
K hetlal) an d  also revenues o f  B aharbund . E xcept fo r th e  few 
parganas  an d  Khalsi there w as no  land  in  th e  m odern  D in a jp u r 
d istric t. W hen th a t C ollectorate  was abolished , no th ing  o f  
B ardhan  K u th i E state cam e under D inajpur.

In  th e  east o f  the  d istric t, was a  large stretch  o f  te rr ito ry , 
roughly  co rrespond ing  to  th e  p resen t P arb a tip u r p o lice-sta tion , 
w hich w as a n  isolated p o rtio n  o f  the  R ajshahi Z am indari. T h is  
w as fo rm ed  o f  the  A m bari an d  S w aruppur parganas\ A m bari 
w as b o ugh t by R am  K a n ta  R oy, th e  M anager o f  the  D in a jp u r 
R aj E sta te , in  a  revenue sale, in  Ju n e , 1793, a n d  th e  pargana  
w as b ro u g h t under the  D ina jpu r C ollectorate . S w aruppur d id  
n o t com e under D ina jpu r till afte r the  ad justm en t o f  th e  d istric t 
bou n d aries  w ith  R an g p u r in  1798 A .D .

Tw o parganas o f  the d istric t, suspected o f  a n  illegitim ate 
orig in  in  the  d ep th  o f  the 18th cen tu ry  politics and  in trigue, 
w ere K an tan ag a r an d  R adhaba llabhpu r. I t  is asserted  th a t 
K a n ta n ag a r w as m ade u p  by K a n ta  B abu , the  private D ew an 
o f  W arren  H astings and  a lm o st every Z am in d ar in  th e  d istric t 
co n tribu ted . M ah ara ja  o f  C assim bazar w as the  descendan t o f  
K a n ta  B abu. Likewise, R a d h ab a llab h p u r w as acquired  by  one 
G anga  G ov inda Singh.

A  pargana  w hich ap p ears  no  w here in  th e  C ollector’s 
register was th e  Baish H azari pargana. T his w as the  revenue- 
free p ro p erty  o f  the  darga o f  Syed Ja la lu d d in  T abriz i, w hich 
h ad  always been regarded  as a  separate  pargana. L ands o f  the  

pargana  a re  fo und  in  different po lice-sta tions, specially P irganj, 
w here the m uslim  influence was w ell-established even before 
the  M ughal rule.

The permanently T he parganas  o f  B a ikun thapu r an d  B oda form ed p a rt o f  th e  
K och-k ingdom . T h e  M ughals conquered  an d  annexed  them  
in to  the ir k ingdom . They were transferred  to  the  E ast In d ia
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C om pany  in  1765 A .D ., w hen the  C o m p an y  obta ined  the  Diwani 
o f  Bengal. A t first, the  C om pany  follow ed th e  M uslim  practice 
o f  farm ing  o u t th e  land  revenue to  co n trac to rs , b u t d iscontinued  
th is  system  w hen R a ja  D evi S ingh h ad  led  to  a n  open  rebellion  
o f  th e  cu ltiva to rs in  1783. Pargarta  B oda belonged  to  th e  
C haklajat es ta te  o f  the  M a h ara ja  o f  C ooch  Bihar.

In  th e  perm anen tly -se ttled  parganas, all th e  availab le  lands Management of 
h a d  b een  b ro u g h t u n d e r cu ltiv a tio n ; th e  on ly  large uncultivated  
a re a  w as B a ik u n th ap u r forest. T he C ooch  B ihar Z am indari was 
w ell-m anaged. T he M anager h a d  his head q u arte rs  a t  D ebiganj.
H e  supervised th e  estates w hich w ere d iv ided in to  tahsils fo r collec
tio n  purposes. T h e  registers a n d  accoun ts w ere k ep t u p  carefully, 
so th a t th e  position  o f  an y  te n a n t cou ld  be easily ascertained.

T h e  w o rk  o f  o rganizing th e  revenue system  a t  th e  P erm anen t Lakheraj. 
S ettlem ent w as accom panied  by investigations in to  th e  accoun t 
o f  '*baje za m in "  o r  aliena tions from  assessed land . I t  was 
believed by  th e  C om pany’s su p erio r au tho rities th a t the re  h ad  
been large bogus g ran ts  o f  land  free o f  assessm ent even afte r 
the  C om pany  h a d  acqu ired  th e  'D iw ani' an d  th e  resu m p tio n  o r 
b ring ing  o f  these to  assessm ent long  occupied the  a tten tio n  o f  
the  C om pany’s officers. Locally  a t  D inajpu r, enqu iry  in to  
lakheraj title , a n d  resu m p tio n  h a d  s ta rted  a s  early  as 1769 
w hen M r. C o ttre ll w as ‘Superv isor’. T here w ere "garbalani" 
p apers o r  lists o f  lakheraj, "lot-darari” papers th a t  w ere filed 
a f te r  th e  selling o f  the  R aj E sta te  in  lo ts . A n o th er series o f  
papers w ere th e re  styled as "Jo te-darah '\ T hey  furn ished  in 
fo rm a tio n  a b o u t lakheraj. N ex t, o n  th e  passage o f  R egu la tion  
X IX  o f  1793, general reg is tra tio n  o f  all lakheraj g ran ts  p ro 
ceeded. T he w o rk  was done in  th e  sum m er o f  1795 w hen 
M r. Jo h n  E lio t w as the  C ollector o f  th is  d istric t. U nfo rtuna te ly  
th e re  w as fire in  the  C o llec to rate  in  M arch , 1813 a n d  th e  
reg ister o f  L akhera j g ran ts  w as destroyed. N ex t year the 
reg istra tion  w as done afresh . T he register so p repared , w as 
in  tw o volum es w ith  serial n u m b er an d  da te  in  English, an d  
details in  P ersian . T h e  n ex t step  w as taken  by  M r. S.W . Sage,
C ollector, in  1829. H e enquired  in to  m an y  lakhera j g ran ts , 
p resu m ab ly  u n d e r R egu la tion  I I  o f  1819 b u t h is proceedings 
o ften  ended  indefinitely.

T h en  follow ed th e  activities o f  the  resum ption  C om m issioners 
a n d  these resu lted  in  the  c rea tio n  o f  249 new revenue-paying 
estates, n o t all o f  w h ich  w ere in  th is  d istric t and  180 valid 
revenue-free estates. T he largest resum ed estate  had  a  revenue 
o f  over R s . l , 150-00 an d  th e re  w ere three very petty  estates 
w ith  an  area  o f  only  tw o  acres.
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Som e lakhera j g ran ts escaped the no tice o f  the  C om m ission- 
ners as th e  thak  an d  revenue survey au tho rities fo und  a  num ber 
o f  ijad  o r  excess lands. N o  less th a n  68  enquiries ended in  an  
o rd er fo r the lands to  be dem arca ted  as ijad. T he reco rds o f  
th e  cases were h an d ed  over to  the  C ollector, b u t no  ac tion  was 
ta k en . Possibly it  w as considered  th a t resu m p tio n  proceedings 
w ere tim e-barred .

R eT w e D uring  the  M ughal period , the paym en t o f  revenue o f  the
year was m ade in  fo u r quarte ly  insta lm en ts; b u t from  th e  early 
days o f th e  C om pany’s adm in istra tio n  revenue h ad  been  paid 
in  m onth ly , b u t unequa l instalm ents. C ollection  began  w ith  the 
Punya  cerem ony w hich was held as soon as possible afte r the  
Jam a  fo r the  year had  been settled an d  th e  revenue was paid 
according to  the  Bengali year. T h e  year’s Jam a  w as always 
approved  som etim e afte r the  year began. F o r  instance, the  
assessm ent fo r 1193 B.S. (1786-87) was n o t confirm ed b y  the  
B oard  o f  R evenue till 24 th  O ctober, 1786 A .D .

T h e  T h a k  a i d  revenue survey o f  1857-61 b ro u g h t o rd er to  the  revenue
R e y e n o e  S u r ? e y s .  j  r  i .  i  j - .  • ^adm im stra tion  an d  th e  survey w as m ade o f  the  w hole d istric t.

T h e  object o f  th is survey, as se tfo rth  in  the  M an u a l o f  
Surveying fo r In d ia  published  in  1851, was “ the dcfinem cnt o f  
each estate o n  th e  C ollector’s ren t ro ll, an d  to  determ ine the 
re la tio n  o f  land  revenue by  the  ascerta inm ent o f  the  areas 
an d  boundaries o f  estates and  m ahlas". I t  was carried  o u t in  
18 m a in  circuits a n d  m aps o f  each o f  these were prepared . 
J .L . Sherwill w as incharge o f  the 2nd  division o f  th e  Survey in  
th ree  la ter seasons. J.J. P em berton , w ho w as incharge o f  th e  
1s t div ision  o f  survey, had  also been w ork ing  in  the  d is tric t in  
tw o la te  seasons. The revenue survey o r th e  professional 
survey was preceded by  w hat is called th e  thakbast survey, 
w hich w as n o t really  a  separate survey b u t a  prelim inary  
d em arca tion  o f  boundaries to  facilitate the professional o p era
tio n s w hich follow ed. T his prelim inary  dem arca tion  w ork  was 
carried  o u t b y  a n  uncovenatcd  D eputy  C ollector w ith  a  s ta ff  
o f  P eshkars  an d  A m ins, w ork ing  u n d er the  supervision o f  a 
covenated  Civil O fhcer w ith  th e  fu ll pow ers o f a  C ollector. T h e  
w o rk  was done pargana  by pargana  an d  the  boundaries o f 
every village to  be included in  the  professional survey opera tions 
were ascertained by detailed  m easurem ents a n d  dem arca ted  by 
m ud-p illars (thak ) o r  o th e r m arks, d isputes a b o u t boundaries 
w ere settled o n  th e  sop t, an d  a n  acknow ledgem ent (S upu rudna- 
nam a) ob ta in ed  from  the  several parties concerned as to  th e  
accuracy  o f  th e  b o u n d ary  laid  dow n. A  no te was p rep a red  fo r  
each  village explaining any  peculiarities connected  w ith  it, 
the  n a tu re  an d  nam es o f the included inahals o r  estates, w hether
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the re  w ere any  o th er lands be long ing  to  the village in  o th e r 
p a rts  o f  th e  pargana, w hether the  village co n ta ined  w ith in  its 
boundaries lands belonging to  o th e r  villages, an d  conclud ing  
w ith  rem arks as to  the  cond ition  o f  th e  village, the  p ro p o rtio n  
o f  cu ltiv a tio n  to  w aste an d  o th er m aU ers o f  in te rest. W hen  a  
pargana  was com pleted  a  co rrec t list o f  villages w as m ade  o u t, 
to g e th er w ith  a  general ro ugh  sketch o r m ujm ili m ao, m ap, 
show ing each village in  its p ro p er relative position . A ll these 
docum en ts w ere th e n  forw arded  fo r  the  use an d  guidance o f 
the  professional surveyor, w ho was in terdicted  fro m  surveying 
an y  b o u n d ary  w ithou t them . N o  field m easurem ent was m ade 
b y  th e  thakbast survey  p arty  except in  the  case o f  p lo ts  o f  land 
belonging  to  o th e r villages enclosed b y  the  boundaries o f the 
village u n d er survey. Such p lo ts  are called  C hhits a n d  m arked  
o n  th e  th a k  m aps. T he records p rep a red  by  these tw o surveys 
h a d  p roved  invaluab le  fo r the  pu rpose o f  land  revenue adm inis
tra tio n .

A ll landed  p ro p erty  in  D in a jp u r was included  in  one o r Estates, 
o ther o f  th e  fo llow ing  classes o f  e s ta tes :

(1) R evenue-paying estates;

(2) Revenue-free e s ta tes ;

(3) R esum ed estates.

T he num ber o f  revenue-paying estates in  the n in e teen th  Revenue-payiDt 
c e n tu ry  w as 764 w ith  a  to ta l area o f  2,613,502 acres. All were 
p erm anen tly  settled. These included a lso  revenue-free estates 
w hich  w ere resum ed by th e  G overnm ent under th e  R esum ption  
Law, R egulation  I I  o f  1819 an d  the  title deeds by  w hich th e  ho l
ders claim ed to  ho ld  their lands revenue-free having been found 
to  be invalid w ere assessed to  revenue an d  settled perm anently  
w ith  the ir fo rm er proprie to rs.

T h e  num ber o f  revenue-free estates was 178 w ith  a n  area  o f  Revenue-free 
33,904 acres. T hese w ere principally  o f  th e  follow ing kinds :
(1) B rahm ottar, fo r th e  m aintenance o f  the B rahm ins; (2) Debottar, 
fo r  th e  w orsh ip  o f  th e  gods by the  H indus; (3) Pirpal, for 
th e  m ain tenance o f  m osques sacred to  th e  m em ory  o f  M uslim  
p irs  o r  sa in ts  a n d  w ere gran ted  before th e  British accession to  
th e  Diwani, e ither by the E m perors o f  D el .i o r by th e  D inajpur 
R ajas. A ll w ere a ttached  under the R esum ption  Law  o f  1819, 
b u t  w ere subsequen tly  released an d  recognised by the G overn 
m e n t as revenue-free o n  th e  ho lders prov ing  th e ir  titles to  the 
sa tisfaction  o f  the  revenue au thorities. T hese, how ever, m ust 
n o t be confused w ith  the  ren t-free tenures.
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Resumed estates. T he resum ed estates, w ere esta tes, held revenue-free p rio r 
to  1819, w hich w ere resum ed by  the  G overnm ent, an d  the  
p ro p rie to rs  o f  w hich d id  n o t ap p e ar to  p rove  the ir title  o r  ta k e  
settlem ent. U n d e r th e  law , such  lands cou ld  neither be sold 
n o r  perm anen tly  se ttled  w ith o th er persons th a n  th e  orig inal 
p rop rie to rs. T hey  w ere, therefore, e ither m anaged  directly  
by  th e  C ollector, o r  leased fo r various periods.

I t  frequen tly  happened  th a t a  zam indar k ep t on ly  a  sm all 
p o rtio n  o f  his estate  in  h is ow n m anagem ent an d  le t o u t the  
rest e ither in  parcels o n  lease o r  in  fa rm , m ainly ow ing to  
th e  tro u b le  a n d  expense involved in  realising ren ts o r  the  loss 
suifered ow ing to  the  cu ltiva to rs deserting  th e ir  ho ld ings. 
H ence th e  c rea tio n  o f  subo rd inate  tenures o f  various k inds 
w hich are  described by H un ter in  his S tatistical A ccoun t o f  
D in a jp u r as follow s:

“ (1) Istim rari or M ukarrari Taluks—These tenures a re  those  
w hich w ere created  by the zam indars o r  o thers 
hav ing  a  p rop rie to ry  right in  the  soil before the 
P erm anen t Settlem ent o f  Lord C ornw aiis in  1793. 
T hey  were g ran ted  to  the lesse s, their heirs an d  
successors in perpetu ity , a t a  fixed ra te  o f  ren t. T he 
ho lders o f  these lenurcs transfe r o r suble t the ir ta luks 
in  patn i, ijara  o r  otherw ise. T h e  tenures liable to  
sale only  for arrea rs o f  ren t, and  by a  decrcee o f 
th e  Civil C o u rt under the  provisions o f  A ct V III 
o f  1869. In  the case o f  the  sale o f  the p aren t estate 
u n d er A ct X I o f  1859, fo r arrea rs o f  G overnm en t 
revenue, the  holders o f  i s t ’m rari ta lu k s a rc  p ro tec ted  
from  ejectm ent o r enhancem ent o f  ren t o r th e  p a rt 
o f  th e  auc tion  purchaser.

(2) P atn i ta luks—T his ten u re  had its orig in  on  th e  estates 
o f  th e  M ah ara ja  o f  B urdw an, b u t has since becom e 
com m on th ro u g h o u t Bengal. It is a  ten u re  created  
by the  zam indar to  be held by the  lessee an d  his 
heirs forever, a t a  ren t fixed in perpetuity . A  salam i 
o r  p resen t, equal in value to  form  3 to  5 tim es the 
annual ren t, is paid by th e  lessee to  th e  zam indar 
o n  th e  creation  o f  the  g ran t. T he g ran t once m ade, 
th e  zam indaris divested o f  connection  w ith the
property , th e  pa tn ida ’- acquiring  every rig h t o f  p ro 
p rie to rsh ip  w hich the zam indar possessed. O n
failu re to  pay the ren t, how ever, th e  zam indar
has pow er to  sell the tenure undei th e  provisions 
■of R egulation  XV III o f  1819. A  patnidar  had  the 
pow er o f  sub le tting  his tenu re , the  sub -tenan t
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acqu iring  the  sam e rights as the  patn idar  h im self 
possesses fro m  the  zam indar. A  p a tn i w hen sublet 
becom es a  darpatni; a  darpatni w hen sub-tenures 
are recoverab le under A c t V III o f  1869.

(3) Ijaras—A n  ijara  is a  tem p o rary  lease o r  fo rm . T h e  
ijaradar  has no  perm anen t in te rest in  the  esta te , an d  
h is so le ob ject is to  m ake as m uch  as possible o u t 
o f  the  cu ltiva to rs du ring  the  te rm  o f  the  lease. H e is, 
how ever, d eb a rred  from  o usting  th e  tenan ts , o r fro m  
enhancing  th e ir  ren ts. I n  som e cases a  zam in d a r 
m akes over h is estate in  ijara to  a  perso n  to  w hom  
he  ow ed m oney , in  o rd er to  liq u id a te  th e  d eb t.
T hese la tte r  a re  called dai-sud-ijaras Ijaras  generally
g ran te d  fo r a  te rm  o f  4 o r  5 years, som etim es fo r 
8  o r 10 years, b u t very seldom  fo r a  longer period  
th a n  20 years. A  zam indar c a n n o t o u s t a n  ijaradar^ 
except by  a  decree o f  the  civil c o u r t fo r arrea rs o f  ren t 
u n d er A c t V III o f  1969. I n  th e  event o f  th e  sale 
o f  the  esta te  fo r  a rrea rs  o f  G overnm en t revenue, 
th e  pu rchaser ca n  o u st th e  ijaradar, except in  th e  case 
o f  a n  ijara g ran ted  fo r a  te rm  o f  20  years o r u p 
w ards an d  du ly  registered under th e  p ro v is io n  o f  
A ct X I o f  1859. A n  ijara  is som etim es sub le t
an d  becom es a  dar-ijara, the  te rm , o f  course,
being  lim ited by  th a t o f  th e  ijara  itself. T he dar-
ija- adar enjoyed all the  rights an d  privileges o f  the  
ijaradar''.

H unter a lso  described the  cu ltiva to rs in  perpe tu ity  a t  a 
fixed ren t. These tenures w ere transferab le an d  the  pu rchaser 
acqu ire  all the  righ ts an d  privileges o f  th e  o rig ina l ho lder.

(2) Is titn 'a -i  jo ts  w ere cultivators’ ho ld ings, the  ren ts  o f 
w hich had n o t been altered  fo r a  period  o f  20  
years, an d  th e  ow ners o f  w hich h ad  thus acq u ired  
th e  rig h t o f '  bo ld ing  them  free fro m  liability  to
enhancem en t. These tenures, like the  foregoing  
w ere saleable by  the  ho lders, (3) / o r j  o f  cu ltiva to rs 
w ith  occupancy  rights w ere ho ld ings o f  a tleast 12 years* 
stand ing . T he ow ners o f  these jo ts  co u ld  n o t be ejected 
b u t the ren t c o rH  be enhanced by  a  su it in  th e  civil 
c o u rt, (4) Jo ts  o f  tenants-at-w ill W'ere the  ho ld ings o f 
cu ltiv a to rs  w ho d id  no t possess a  rig h t o f  occupancy  
a n d  w ere liable to  ejectm ent a n d  th e  paym en t o f  
enhanced  rents an d  (5) N ij-jo ts  w ere the  hom e-farm s 
o f  the ram indars.
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Rent-free tenures 
or holdings.

Jotcdars.

Chukanldars.

Adbiars.

L akheraj o r ren t-free tenures were o f  several k inds, viz., 
Brahm ottar, D ebottar  and  Pirpal. The revenue payable o n  rent- 
free tenures w as charged to  the  paren t estates o f  w hich they 
orig inally  fo rm ed  a  part. Chakran  lands w ere ho ld ings g ran ted  
in  re tu rn  fo r services rendered to  the ram in d a r  an d  were liable 
to  be resum ed by  h im  w hen th e  services o f  the  ho lders were 
no  longer requ ired . R ent-free tenures an d  hold ings generally 
w ere exem pt fro m  all paym ents to  the  zam indar.

T he ho lders o f  cu ltivating  tenures were know n as ra iya ts  
o r  in  local parlance Jotedars. T here was o ften  little to  d istin 
guish  them  fro m  under-tenure  holders cu ltivating  th e ir  ow n 
lands, except th a t the  la tte r h ad  the  privilege, which o rd inary  
Jotedars  d id  n o t possess, o f  sub le tting  the ir lands to  te n an ts  
a t fixed rates. T he Jo tes  were great in  size, w hen the  jo tedar  
w as n o t a  m iddlem an, he was usually  a  substan tia l farm er, 
possessing a  considerab le am o u n t o f  cap ita l an d  generally  
w ell-to-do.

Besides th e  above, the re  w ere tw o classes o f  cu ltiva to rs w ho 
used to  occupy land  u n d er the holders o f  cu ltivating  jo te s . 
T liey w ere ckakanidars o r  v.^<^pT-raiyats an d  adhiars. T he 
chukanidars w ere allow ed to  occupy a  piece o f la n d  fo r a  
specified te rm , generally  one o r tw o years, on  paym ent o f  a  
sta ted  sum  as  ren t, the sum  being fixed w ithou t reference to  the  
q u an tity  o f  land  occupied. They h ad  a  righ t o f  occupancy an d  
cou ld  tran sfe r th e ir  lands by sale o r  gift. M ost o f  them  were 
w ell-to-do an d  Iiad jo te s  o r  shares in  jo te s  in  add ition  to  the ir 
chukani holdings. Tw o o th e r  g roups o f  in ferior ten an ts  w ere 
the  dar-chukanidars an d  the dar-a-dar-chukanidars. T h e  dar- 
chukanidars held their lands in  the  sam e w ay m entioned above 
under th e  chukanidars a n d  the  la st g roup under the  dar-chukani
dars. I t  is difficult to  say how  far the process o f  sub-leasing 
extended. P ro b ab ly  there w ere n o t m any  dar-chukanidars o r  
dar-a-dar-chukanidars.

T h e ad h ia rs  used to  cu ltiva te land im m ediately u n d er a  
Jotedar chukanidar  o r  derivative chukanidar; b u t w hatever the  
designation  o r  s ta tu s  o f  th e  adh iars im m ediate su p erio r m igh t 
be , he was com m only know n as  th e  a d h a r ’s H a lf  the
p roduce  o f  th e  land  w ent to  the  giri an d  h a lf  th e  ad h ia r. T he 
g iri usua lly  used to  m ake an  advance o f  seed o r  cash  to  the  
a d h ia r  ^ h ic h  was ad justed  w hen the  p roduce was div ided. T he 
p lough  an d  ca ttle  som etim es belonged to  th e  giri a n d  som et- 
tim es to  th e  ad h ira r. T he legal s ta tu s  o f  th e  various classes 
o f  ad h ia r w as som ew hat uncerta in . B ut the  B oard  o f  R evenue, 
E astern  Bengal an d  A ssam , passed o rd er th a t ad h iars , w ho w ere
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in d ep en d en t o f  th e ir  giris  in  th e  m a tte r o f  p loughs a n d  cattle , 
w ere to  be created  as te n an ts , irrespective o f  th e  length  o f  tim e 
d u rin g  w hich they  h ad  occupied  th e  lands w hich they cu lti
vated.

T h e  Settlem ent R e p o rt o f  M r. P .O . Bell th a t relates o f  the  Settlement
ly34*40

period  o f  1934-40, reveals the  fac t th a t th e re  were 1,055 revenue- 
paying  p rivate  estates o n  the tauzi ro ll in  the  d is tric t o f D inajpur.
1047 o f  these estates w ere perm anetly  settled w ith  a n  an n u a l 
revenue o f  R s .1,530,206-00 an d  8  w ere tem porarily  settled w ith  
a  revenue o f  R s .5 1 1 -00. T here were 6  rrow /j-estates, hav ing  
a n  area  o f 4,746 acres excluding tauzi 302, w hich had  been 
b ro u g h t by  the  C ollector in  a  revenue sale. Tauzi N os. 1 
to  516 w ere “ N azam at m ahal” — perm anently  settled estates, 
orig inally  se ttled  a t the  D ecennial se ttlem ent an d  en tered  
a s  separate  estates w hen tauzi N os. w ere first allo tted  in  1851 
A . D . 517 to  783 an d  791 were ‘daim i’ o r resum ed estates, 
se ttled  a t  50 p er cen t o f  th e  assets d u ring  the  resum ption  
proceedings o f  1836 to  1859. Tauzi N o . 784 was a  crow n-esta te .

In  1938, th e  G o v ern m en t set u p  a  L an d  R evenue C o m - Floud Commi- 
m ission , know n as th e  FJoud C om m ission, w ith th e  m ain  ob ject 
o f  re te n tio n  o r ab o litio n  o f  th e  zam indari system .

O n  th e  b a s is  o f  the  recom m endation  o f  the C om m ission  East Ikngai 
the  G overnm ent o f  Bengal m oved a  bill to  abolish  th e  150 years and^^ 
o ld  P erm anen t Settlem ent in  th e  Bengal Legislative A ssem bly Act., 1950 A.D. 
in  A p ril, 1947. B u t the  E ast Bengal S tate A cquisition  
a n d  T enancy  A ct was eventually  passed in  1951 A .D . w hich
p rovided  fo r the  d irec t paym ent o f  land  revenue by the ac tua l
ow ners an d  tillers o f  the  soil, w ho were com m only called 
ra iyo ts  (and  w ere redesignated  as m aliks in  1958). U nder 
the  new  revenue system , all in term ediary  ren t-receiv ing  
interests betw een th e  G overnm en t an d  th e  cu ltiva to r (now  
called  m alik) d isappeared . T he zam indars an d  interm ediary  
tenu re -ho lders w ere com pensated  by paym ent o f  a  g raduated  
scale o f  lum p sum  in lieu o f  th e  ren ts they used to  receive 
fro m  th e  cu ltiva to rs o r  the  in term ediary  tenure  holders. The 
sa lient features o f  th is  A ct, after various am endm ents, m ay The Salient fea- 
b e  sum m arised  a s  below : tures of the Act.

(a) All rent-receiv ing interests were to  vest in  G overnm ent
from  the  d a te  o f  acquisition , as m ight be notified 
in  the  official gazette.

(b) N one  can  reta in  special classes o f khas  lands like ha ts,
bazars, forests, fisheries, ferries, and  also  buildings
an d  structures used as tahsil kutcheries.

17
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(c) R e ta inab le  classes o f  lands are hom esteads, bu ild ings
an d  s truc tu res  o th e r th a n  tahsil ku tcheries , ag ricu l- 
tu ra l land , h o rticu ltu ra l lands includ ing  ta n k s , vacan t 
non -ag ricu ltu ra l lands, and  fallow  lands w hich are 
cu ltivab le o r capab le  o f  cu ltiva tion  o f  rec lam ation .

(d) T h e  ceiling fo r quan tity  o f  re ta inab le  khas  lands accor
d ing  to  th e  cho  ce o f  ind iv iduals w as 33 acres, 
la te r o n  raised to  124 acres, b u t th is  lim it did n o t 
app ly  in  cases o f  m echanised o r large scale co-ope
ra tive  farm ing , an d  lands fo r special cu ltiva tions like 
te a , coffee, sugarcane , ru b b e r p lan ta tio n s, o rchards, 
te jp a ta  gardens, d a iry  farm s, land  used fo r  large 
scale industry  o r raw  m ateria ls th e reo f; a n d  also 
th e  q u an tity  o f  lands requ ired  to  m eet th e  annu ity  
o f  w akf, d eb o tto r  o r any o th er relig ious an d  cha
r itab le  tru sts . A ll excess khas lands w ere to  vest 
in  G overnm en t. T h e  section 20 o f the  E ast Bengal 
S ta te  A cquisition  an d  T enancy  A ct deals w ith  the 
re te n tio n  o r otherw ise o f  khas  lands.

(s) T here  w as to  bf* only  one class o f  ag ricu ltu ra l ten an ts  
u n d er G overnm ent, viz:, raiyats, la ter o n  designated  
as m aliks. N one  will b e  allow ed to  h o ld  land  
w ith o u t paym ent o f  revenue. A ll ren t-free a n d  
service tenures were assessed to  ren t. R en t will be 
paid  in  cash . So, all p roduce ren ts  were com m uted  
to  cash  ren ts. R en ts once assessed w ould  n o t 
no rm ally  be revised during  20 years. A ll lands 
and  holdings were liable to  assessm ent o f  fa ir  a n d  

' equ itab le  ren t u n d er P art V.

( 0  P rov ision  w as m ade fo r assessm ent o f  com pensa tion  
fo r acqu isition  o f  rent-receiving in te rest, and  also  for 
excess o r non -re ta inab le  khas  lands u n d e r sections 
37 an d  39 respectively.

(g) P aym ent o f  com pensation  can  be m ade in  cash o r in
bonds o r  in  bo th . F o r  ex-rent-receivers resident in  
P ak is tan  cash  paym ent is being m ade in  one in sta l
m ent. F o r  non-residents, it  is being p a id  in  bonds 
th ro u g h  S tate B ank. P aym ent o f  com pensa tion  
had  been p lanned  o n  a  five-year basis; section  68  
deals w ith  such  paym ents.

(h ) C om pensa tion  fo r w akf, dehottar an d  Such o ther
exclusively religious an d  charitab le tru s ts  have been 
assessed a s  perpetual an n u ity ; an d  D epu ty  C om m is
sioners have been m ade trustees in  respect o f  th ese
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tru st p roperties, an d  A d m in is tra to r o f  W akfs in
respect o f  w ak f estates.

(i) T enan ts o r M aliks can  use the ir lands in  any  m anner, 
subject to  paym en t o f  re n t o r revenue.

(j)  S ub-le lting  has been  p ro h ib ite d ; an d  it en tails forfeitu re 
to  G overnm en t o f  an y  land sub-let w ithou t com 
p en sa tio n .

(k) P rovision  has been m ade  fo r v o lu n ta ry  subdiv ision  or 
am algam ation  o f  ho ld ings , conso lida tion  o f  lands, 
a n d  ra tio n a lisa tio n  o f ren t.

0 )  P rov is ion  h as  a lso  b een  m ade fo r  reduc tion , enhance
m e n t a n d  a lte ra tio n  o f  ren t in  certa in  cases, and 
also  fo r ex tingu ishm ent o f  tenancies o n  ap p ro p ria te  
occasions, a n d  fo r  dealing  w ith  a rrea rs  o f  ren t.

(m ) P rovision  fo r m ain tenance an d  revision o f  th e  record -
o f-righ ts has also  been m ade.

A fter th is  new  A ct cam e in to  force, th e  G o v ern m en t a t
first to o k  over b ig  estates and  zam indaries. In  1956, th e  
w hole-sale acqu isition  o f  all rent-receiving in terest was notified 
an d  a  revision  o f  th e  survey o f  record-of-rights w as u ndertaken  to  
p rep a re  th e  com pensa tion  assessm ent ro lls and  this w ork  was com 
p le ted  in  1963. C ash  com pensation  to  th e  tu n e  o f  Rs.1,0.'^ iT14'00
h ad  been assessed, o u t o f  w hich Rs.72,05,216-00 lakhs have 
a lready  been d isbu rsed  by A p ril, 1966 am ong  ren t receivers.
T here  a re  lakhs o f  big o r  sm all ho ldings in  th e  d is tric t a n d  the 
p resen t an n u a l revenue dem and  stands a t R s.76,32,512-00 only.
O ne A d d itio n a l D ep u ty  C om m issioner, assisted  by  one Revenue 
D ep u ty  C ollector an d  an o th er R evenue D epu ty  C ollector, w ho 
is in  charge o f  com pensation  paym en t, tw o Subdivisional 
Officers, o n e  R evenue Circle Officer fo r each  th a n a , T ahsildars,
A ssistan t T ahsildars an d  Seasonal T ahsildars (one fo r each 
th a n a )  a re  responsib le fo r coUeciLng an n u a l and  a rre a r  revenues 
an d  settling  lands o n  perm anen t leases.
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g e n e r a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n

H isto rical developm ent o f  G enera l A d m in is tra tio n  takes us Historical 
back  to  th e  reg im e o f  K u m arg u p ta  I. T he M odern  nam e 
P anchagarh  is derived from  P achanagri. T he G aigram  copper p la te  AdministTation. 
in sc rip tion  show s th a t th e  O fBcer-in-charge o f  an  adm in istra tive  
div ision  called  Vishaya  was K um aram aiya. F o r  P achanagri 
K um aram aiya  w as ap p o in ted  by  E m pero r K u m arg u p ta . The 
K um aram atya  o f  K o tiv a rsh a , i.e.. o f  P h u lb ari H illi be lt h a d  to  
w ork  in  co llabo ra tion  w ith  th e  m em bers o f  a  council. B u t in  
P anchanag ri he could  ac t independen tly . T h e  fo rm er w as a 
u n it  o f  ad m in is tra tio n  un like  the  la tte r  w hich w as u n d er per
sonal superv ision  o f  th e  E m pero r. T here  was som e k ind  o f  
v illage council exercising som e a u th o rity  in  reg a rd  to  th e  sale 
o f  land .

In  th e  M u g h a l period , Bengal w as d iv ided  in to  tw enty-four 
sa rkars . O f them  six w ere inc luded  in  D in a jp u r d istric t.

W estm aco tt rem arks on  th a n a  divisions o f  D in a jp u r a re a  as 
ex isted  in  his tim e a s  fo llow s: “ Inc lud ing  th e  w hole o f  th a n a  
T h ak u rg ao n  in  th e  n o r th , th e  w estern  bo u n d ary  passes th ro u g h  
R a n i Sankoil ta k in g  in  P erg u n n a  B orogaon, b u t excluding K ho- 
lo ra  an d  M aldw ar, an d  th ro u g h  H em tabad  including M ohaso , 
b u t n o t T a jp u r, n o r any  p a r t o f  th a n a  K aliag u n j, except the  
n o r th e rn  co rner w hich falls w ith in  P arg u n n a  B ajitpur. T his 
line  excludes th e  es ta tes  o f  M aldw ar, T a jp u r an d  C hoor- 
m an , w hich w ere added  to  th e  C o llec to ra te  o f  D in a jp u r (A .D .
1739)” .

D in a jp u r has been  a  d is tr ic t fo r th e  purposes o f  crim inal ad« AdministratiTe 
m in is tra tio n  an d  th e  seat o f  a  co llec to ra te  from  th e  ea rly  days o f  Boundaries: 
th e  E ast In d ia  C om pany’s ad m in istra tio n . T h e  general line o f  ^ r i y  Jnrisdic- 
th e  N ag a r a n d  K ara to y a , has been the  d istric t boundary  o n  the west 
an d  th e  east respectively from  before the  end  o f  the 18th cen tu ry .G e- 
nerally , th e  s to ry  o f  th e  d is tric t ad m in is tra tio n  h as been one o f  g ra 
d u al decrease o f  its  area . A t th e  tim e o f  perm anen t se ttlem en t the  
d is tric t inc luded  m uch o f  th e  p resen t M a ld ah  and  B ogra d istric ts  
a n d  som e p a r ts  o f  R ajshah i. T h e  w estern  boundary  con tinued  
dow n th e  M a b an a n d a  a s  fa r as th e  ju n c tio n  w ith  the  p u n arb h a - 
b a  a t  R o h a n p u r, th u s  inc lud ing  fo u r o r five po lice-sta tions o f  
M a ld ah  (Ind ia). M a ld ah  d is tric t was created  in  1813, and  the
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crea tion  o f  B ogra  in  1821 rem oved w hat is rough ly  the  eq u iv a
len t o f  P anchab ib i, J a y p u rh a t and  K h etla l p o lice-sta tions as well 
as B adalgachi now  in  R ajshahi.

T h e  follow ing is th e  b rie f acco u n t o f  changes in  area  w hich 
occurred  f ro m  th e  year 1794-95 onw ards. Betw een th is  year 
an d  1800-01 a  la rg e  num ber o f  es ta tes  h ith e rto  inc luded  in  
D ina jpu r w ere m ade over to  P urnea (Ind ia), R a n g p u r  and  
R ajshahi. N o  fu rth e r  change occurred  till 1833 when considera
ble transfers w ere m ade to  B ogra an d  M ald ah  (Ind ia). In  1864 
th e  large parg o n a , K h a lta  w as d e tached  from  D in a jp u r and  
annexed  to  B ogra, and  betw een 1868 an d  1870 b o th  B ogra  and  
M aldah  received fu rth e r  slices o f  D in a jp u r te rrito ry . A n o th er 
im p o rta n t change o f  ju risd ic tio n  occurred  in  1895 w hen the  
w hole o f  M a h ad eb p u r th a n a  was transfe rred  to  R ajshah i. Since 
then  till independence the re  have been n o  m ajo r changes in  th e  
d is tric t boundary . T he m ost in te resting  w as the  re tu rn  to  th is 
d is tric t from  B ogra o f  th e  im p o rta n t m ark e t an d  m illing  to w n  
o f  H ill, on  th e  30th  O ctober 1934 a fte r th e  beg inn ing  o f  the 
S ettlem ent O pera tion  (in  1934-40).

B uchanan  H am ilton  estim ated  its  area  a t  5,374 sq . miles. 
A t th e  tim e o f  revenue survey (I857 -b I) it  decreased to  4,586
sq . miles. In  th e  C ensus R ep o rt o f  1872 th e  area  w as 4,142 sq.
m iles, b u t la te r it  cam e dow n to  3,946 sq . m iles only. 
T h e  ob ject aim ed  a t  by  th is  g radual red u c tio n  in  the size o f  
th e  d is tric t was im proved  adm in istra tion . W hen D in a jp u r first 
cam e u n d er B ritish  ru le  in  1765 it was no to rio u s fo r lawlessness 
am ong  its  in h ab itan ts , and  a  b rie f  experience show ed i t  was 
im possib le fo r an  o rd inary  d istric t s ta ff to  cope successfully w ith  
the  d ac o its  an d  river p irates w ho infested  th is  la rg e  tra c t  o f  
co u n try . D u rin g  th e  la te r ha lf o f  th e  e ig h teen th  cen tury , the 
d is tric t was subjected  to  p lundering  raids o f  th e  Sannyasis  and
F ak'rs. In  1773 W aren  H astings referred  to  these  in  h is  wri
tin g s . He succeeded cu rb ing  activ ities o f  these Fakirs, b u t th a t 
they  co n tin u ed  to  oppress the  people o f  th e  d is trc t even as late 
as in  1799.

T he crim inal and  revenue ju risd ic tions in  th e  d is tric t have 
never been conterminus. T he form er has alw ays been regu la ted  
by  th e  n a tu ra l boundaries o f  the  d istric t, while the  la tte r  has 
been reg u la ted  by th e  o ld  division o f  th e  c o u n try  in to  Parganas. 
T h u s  a n  es ta te  included  in  the  Touzi ro ll o f  D ina jpu r b u t s itu a
ted  in  the  heart o f  the  R a n g p u r d is tric t w as subject to  revenue 
ju risd ic tio n  o f  th e  D ina jpu r au tho rities th o u g h  it was w ith in  
the  crim inal ju risd ic tion  o f  the  D istric t M agistrate  o f  R angpur. 
T h i  crim inal a n d  civil ju risd i-.tion  on  the  o th er hand  coincided 
w ith  each  other.
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■  In  1781, the  C o llec to r w as reposted  to  th e  d is tric t. In  th a t
*  year the Ju d g e  o f  th e  M ufassia l JOiwani Adalat was a lso  ap p o in 

ted  a s  M a g is tra te  an d  the C o llec to r was left w ith  th e  ta sk  o f  
revenue co llection  a n d  he ac ted  in  a  civil c o u r t in  revenue 
m atte rs  only . M r. G eorge H atch  was appo in ted  co llector o f 
D in a jp u r, b u t he to o k  over th e  charge on  the  19th Jan u ary  1786.
I n  D ecem ber 1786 he w as a lso  ap p o in ted  as ju d g e  o f  the  
D iw ani A da la t w hich h a d  fro m  th a t  tim e onw ard  ju risd ic tio n  
over th e  d is tric t o f  D in a jp u r only . H e to o k  over th e  charge on  
th e  1st F eb ru ary , 1787. In  A p ril, 1787, th e  b o u n d ary  o f  th e
d is tric t w as re -ad jus ted  a n d  M r. H atch  was ag a in  ap p o in ted
Judge , M a g is tra te  an d  C ollec to r. He could  n o t how ever, try  
crim inal cases o f  serious n a tu re  w hich co n tin u ed  to  be disposed 
o f  by  a n  officer sty led  as th e  D aroga. T he C o llec to r w as assis
te d  in  h is w o rk  by  a  D iwan. I t  was in  1786 th a t  the  C ivil 
S urgeon , k n o w n  a t  th a t  tim e as th e  S u rgeon , w as ap p o in ted .
I n  1790 th e  c o u rt o f  circu it was estab lished  fo r tr ia l o f  offences 
n o t  tr iab le  by  m ag istra tes . T h e  court, o f  c ircu it h a d  ju risd ic tio n  
over a  div ision  o f  w hich th e  d is tric t o f  D in a jp u r fo rm ed  a  p a r t.
O th e r  d is tric ts  inc luded  in  th e  c ircu it w ere R a n g p u r, R a jsh ah l 
a n d  several o th e r  w hich are  now  in  Ind ia.

T h e  subdiv isional system  o f  a d m in is tra tio n  was firs t Subdivislonal 
in tro d u c e d  in  th e  year 1860 w hen M r. C lem enston , D ep u ty  
C o llec to r  an d  D e p u ty  M a g is tra te  w ith  a  sm all s ta ff  w as
sta tio n ed  a t  T h ak u rg ao n . T h is subdiv isional officer con tinued
to  fu n c tio n  til l  S ep tem ber 1867, w hen th e  subdivision w as 
abo lished  as th e re  w as very  U ttle w ork  there . In  1887 th e  
g rea te r  p o r tio n  o f  th e  n o r th e tn  h a lf  o f  th e  d is tr ic t was fo rm ed  
in to  th e  p resen t T h ak u rg a o n  s iubd iv ision  an d  p laced u n d e r th e  
ch a rg e  o f  a D ep u ty  C o llec to r o f  th e  P rovincial C ivil Service.
T h e  rem ainder o f  th e  d is tr ic t co n tin u ed  under th e  d irec t super
v ision  o f  the  C o llec to r  til l  N ovem ber 1904, w hen th e  f iv e th a n a s  
nam ely , B a lu rg h a t, G an g a ra m p u r, P o rsha , P a tn ito la  an d  P hu l- 
b a ri (now  in  In d ia ) w ere sep ara ted  fro m  th e  rest o f  th e  d is tr ic t 
to  fo rm  th e  B a lu rg h at subd iv ision  an d  w as p laced like th e  
T h ak u rg ao n  subd iv ision  u n d er a  D ep u ty  C ollector.

In  1910 th e  san c tio n ed  s ta ff  a t  D in a jp u r consisted  o f  th e  
D is tric t M a g is tra te , fo u r  D e p u ty  M a g is tra te s  w ith  1st class 
pow ers, one D ep u ty  M a g is tra te  w ith  2nd o r 3rd  class an d  a 
S u b -D ep u ty  M a g is tra te  w ith  2nd o r  3rd class pow ers. T h e  
Subdiv isional M a g is tra te  w as alw ays vested  w ith  1st class pow ers 
an d  he h a d  a  S ub -D epu ty  M a g is tra te  w ith  3rd class pow ers to  assist 
h im . Besides these  stipend ia ry  m ag istra tes , th e re  were a t  D in a jp u r 
w o h o n o ra ry  m a g is tra te s  w ith  1s t  class pow ers s it tin g  singly  an d  

a  bench  o f  h o n o ra ry  m ag istra tes w ith  3rd class powers.
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A  D ep u ty  C ollector in -charge an d  a  S ub -D ep u ty  C o llec to r 
w ere generally  s ta tio n ed  a t T h ak u rg ao n .

In  1947, accord ing  to  th e  R adcliff A w ard  o u t o f  th e  30  
police-sta tions o f  th e  old und iv ided  d is tric t o f  D in a jp u r 9 
po lice-sta tions in  full an d  one in p a r t  w ent to  W est Bengal 
(Ind ia). W hile the  rem ain ing  20 th a n a s  in  full and  one th a n a  in 
p a r t  (H illi) to g e th e r  w ith  th e  fo u r th a n as  o f  Ja lpaigu ri d is tric t 
(Ind ia ) nam ely D ebiganj. B oda, T etu lia  an d  P an ch ag arh  cam e to  
E as t Bengal an d  co n s titu ted  the  d is tric t o f  D inajpu r. L a te r  
o n  th ree th a n as  nam ely P orsha , P a tn ito la  and D h am o irh a t w ere 
transfe rred  to  R ajshahi d istric t.

Depotj Cim- A t p resen t th e  d is tric t adm in istra tion  is headed  by  one 
missloneT. D epu ty  C om m issioner, w ho is a  senior officer o f  the  Civil 

Service. H e is in  overa ll charges o f  all th e  G overnm en t 
d ep a rtm en ts  and  au tonom uous bod ies in  th e  d is tric t. In  the  
ad m in istra tio n  o f  crim inal ju stice  and  revenue ad m in istra tio n , 
th e  D epu ty  C om m issioner exercises th e  real pow ers in  th e  d is tr ic t. 
T here  is o n e  A dd itiona l D epu ty  C om m issioner w ho is also  a  
senior officer o f  the  C ivil Service. He is in -ch a rg e  o f  general 
ad m in is tra tio n , elec tion  and  revision o f  crim inal cases. Besides, 
th e  D ep u ty  C om m issioner and th e  A d d itio n a l D epu ty  C om m i
ssioner th e re  a re  e l e v e n  D epu ty  M a 2i* ^ ir a te s  an d  D ep u ty  C ollec
to rs  in  th e  d is tric t headquarte rs. T hree  o f  them  have first class 
m ag iste ria l pow ers, th ree  second class an d  one th ird  class.

T h ere  a re  one Jo in t D epu ty  C om m issioner, one L and  A cqu i
s itio n  O fficer, one C om pensa tion  Officer w hose services are 
p laced a t the  disposal o f  R evenue D ep a rtm en t o f  th e  D is tr ic t. 
T hey  d o  n o t try  any case. T h ere  is a n o th e r  D ep u ty  M a g is tra te  
a n d  D ep u ty  C o llec to r an d  h is services a re  a t  th e  d isposal o f  
B asic D em ocracy  and  Local G overnm en t. H e is th e  A ssistan t 
D irec to r, Basic D em ocracies and  also  th e  Secretary  o f  th e  D is tric t 
C ouncil. H e is in -charge o f the  developm ent ac tiv ities u n d er th e  
W orks P rog ram m e in  th e  d istric t. O f th e  D epu ty  M agistra tes 
w ho try  cases one is th e  Subdivisional Officer in -charge o f  the 
ad m in istra tio n  o f  crim inal ju stice , revenue ad m in istra tio n  and 
th e  G enera l A d m in is tra tio n . He is assisted b y  one A dd itiona l 
S .D .O . in  revenue m a tte rs , an d  one T reasury  Officer w ho also  
exercises th e  pow ers o f  a  m a g is tra te  and  th e re  is o n e  ex-officio  
D ep u ty  C o n tro lle r  fo r civil defence.

I n  T h ak u rg ao n  subdivision besides th e  S .D .O . th e re  are th ree  
D ep u ty  M a g is tra tes  an d  D ep u ty  C ollec to rs, o f  w hom  tw o are  
vested w ith  first class pow ers and  the  o th e r  w ith  second  class 
pow ers. O ne o f  them  is the  A dd itiona l S .D .O . w ho assists the  
S .D .O . in  m a tte rs  o f  revenue adm in istra tion . T here  a re  tw o 
M u n sif  M ag istra tes, one a t T haku rgaon , and  an o th er a t P anchagarh-
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T o  lo o k  a f te r  th e  D evelopm ent w orks th e re  arc  22 Circle 
Officers (D evelopm ent), one in  each th a n a . T h ere  a re  151 
u n io n  councils w ith  one cha irm an  in  each in  th e  d is tric t. T he 
C ircle Officer (D evelopm ent) w ith  the help  o f  U n io n  C ouncil 
C ha irm an  carries o u t th e  W orks P rog ram m e w hich covers 
all ro u n d  developm ent o f  th e  th a n a . T h e  U n io n  C ouncil 
C hairm en  arc given a n  erao lum nen t o f  R s.50 p er m ensem  to  
encou rage  them  m ore in  the  execu tion  o f  the  W orks P rogram m e.
T here  are 195 defadars  an d  561 chawkidars in S ad ar an d  161 
chaw kidars an d  567 dafadars  a t  T ak u rg ao n  subdivision . T he 
U n io n  C ouncil C h a irm an  w ith  th e  help  o f  the  chaw kidars and  
dafadars  m a in ta in s  the  semi-official ad m in is tra tio n  in  th e  village.

F o r  revenue ad m in istra tio n  th e re  is one C ircle Officer ke^enne. 
(R evenue) in  each  th a n a  w ho p>erforms supervisory  function  
in  th e  th a n a . T here  is also one F ield K an u n g o  in  each  th a n a  
in  th e  d is tric t. Besides, th e re  are 91 T ahasilders, 91 A ssistan t 
T ahasilders, an d  91 S easonal T ahasilders in  th e  d is tric t fo r 
co llection  o f  revenue.

C rim inal ju s tice  is adm in istered  by th e  D istric t an d  Sessions criminal 
Judge , th e  D ep u ty  C om m issioner (D istric t M ag istra te ), the  Justice- 
A d d itio n a l D epu ty  C om m issioner, (A dd itiona l D istric t M ag istra te ) 
an d  th e  D ep u ty  M a g is tra tes  sta tio n ed  a t  D in a jp u r an d  T h ak u r-  
goan . T he offences re p o rted  d u rin g  1964 w ere 4,905. O f  these  
3,078 cases w ere u n d er the  P ak is tan  P enal C ode, 212 cases 
u n d e r C rim inal P rocedure  C ode and  1.615 u n d er local an d  
special laws. T h e  n u m b er o f  cases pend ing  a t  th e  close o f  
th e  y ear 1963 w as 742 w hile 3,222 fresh  cases were b ro u g h t fo r 
tr ia l d u rin g  1964. O f th e  to ta l  n u m b er o f  case 3,964 fo r  disposal 
2,895 w ere d isposed  o f  a n d  1.060 rem ained  pend ing  a t  the  
close o f  th e  y ear 1964. In  1963 one R ailw ay M ag is tra te  
d isposed  o f  58 cases o f  v io la tion  o f  railw ay traffic ru les fo r  
trav e llin g  w ith o u t tic k e t leav ing  6  cases pend ing  a t  th e  end 
o f  th e  year. Besides, 7 cases w ere pend ing  before th e  co u rt 
o f  th e  Special Ju d g e , D in a jp u r. These w ere cases o f  co rru p 
tio n  a m o n g  p u b lic  se rv an ts  an d  officials, such as m is-appropria - 
tio n , b re a c h  o f  t ru s t  etc.. 23 cases were referred d u ring  1964 
an d  seven cases rem ained  p en d in g  from  prev ious y ear m a k in g  
a  to ta l o f  30 cases. S tipend iary  m ag istra tes  inc lud ing  m unsif 
m a g is tra te s  tr ied  2,895 cases in  1964. Railw ay M ag istra tes  
Jried 58 case in  1964. •

T h e  to ta l n u m b er o f  und er-tria l prisoners before th e  m agij» 
tra te s  was 9,976 in  1964.

25 persons w ere u n d e r-tr ia l before th e  C o u rt o fS pccia l Judge,.
D in a jp u r d u rin g  th e  y ear 1964. O f these 10 w ere convicted .
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12 w ere ac q u itted  o r  d ischarged  leaving 3 u n d e r- tr ia l a t  the  
end  o f  th e  year 1964.

In  1964 as a  resu lt o f  tr ia ls  by  th e  s tipend iary  m ag istra tes  
4,907 persons w ere ac q u itted  or  d ischarged , 1,490 were convicted  
and  66  persons w ere convicted  by railw ay m ag istra tes . T he 
stipend ia ry  m ag istra tes includ ing  the  m unsif m ag istra tes passed  
appealab le  sentence o n  507 persons an d  non -appealab le  sen tence 
on  989 p ersons o n  reg u la r tria l. T h e  R ailw ay  m ag istra tes  
passed  non -appealab lc  sentence o n  66  persons. O ne person  
w as relased  o n  p ro b a tio n  u n d er section  562, C r.P .C .

In  1964, 285 persons w ere im prisoned , 1,151 p ersons only 
fined, 24 fined w ith  im prisonm en t, 29 o rdered  to  execute bonds 
under section  109/110, C r.P .C . O f th e m  21 w ere sen tenced  to  
im prisonm en t n o t exceeding one year fo r  failu re to  execute 
bonds. 21 persons w ere sen tenced  to  suffer r ig o ro u s im prison
m e n t n o t exceeding six m o n th s , an d  8 n o t exceeding 2  years.

F in e  im posed d u rin g  th e  y ea r  1964 am o u n ted  to  R s.36,392 
as ag a in st Rs.79,641 in  1963.

Besides th e  tr ia l o f  crim inal cases p roceedings u n d er c h a p te r  
V III u n d er section  107, C r.P .C . were d raw n u p  ag a in st 752 p ersons 
in  189 cases in  1964 a s  ag a in s t 909 p ersons in  191 cases io
1963. O f  these  576 persons w ere d ischarged  in  138 cases 
a n d  176 in  51 cases rem ained  on  tr ia l a t  the  close o f  the  
y ea r  1964. P roceed ings u n d er c h a p te r  V III fo r fu rn ish ing  
secu rity  fo r  g o o d  behav iour w ere d raw n  ag a in s t 99 p e rso n s in  
76 cases. T hey  were called  u p o n  to  show  cause ag a in s t p roceed 
ings u n d er sections 109/110, Or. P .C . O f th e m  23 w ere d is
charged . O rders were m ade ab so lu te  ag a in st 21 perso n s, 2 
persons absen ted , 38 case involving 53 persons rem ained
pend ing  a t  th e  close o f  the  year 1964.

6  cases o f  p roceed ing  under P ub lic  N uisance (ch a p te r  X  o f  
C r.P .C .) ag a in st 21 persons w ere in s titu ted  d u rin g  th e  year
1964. O f  these  3 cases w ith  10 p ersons ended  in  a c q u ita l and
3 cases rem ained  pend ing  a t  the  close o f  th e  year.

U n d er m ain tenance  ch ap te r o f  th e  C r.P .C . p e titio n  in  16 
cases agasin st 15 persons were filed d u rin g  the  y ear 1964. 
O f  these 12 p e titio n s  were d isposed  o f  leav ing  4 p e titio n s
pen d in g  a t  the  close o f th e  year.

F o r  fo rfe itu re  o f  bail o r recognizance b o n d  proceed ing  
u n d e r section  514, C r.P .C . w ere  d raw n  u p  ag an st 48 p ersons 
in  36 cases. B onds o f  5 persons w ere fo rfeited  a n d  31 p ersons 
w ere d ischarged  an d  9 cases w ith  12 persons rem ained  p en d in g  
a t  th e  close o f  th e  year.
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F o r  the  ad m in is tra tio n  o f  civil ju stice  th e re  was one D istric t 
a n d  Sessions Ju d g e  in  charge o f  tw o d is tric ts , D in a jp u r and  
B ogra. Bu by  the  G overnm en t notifi a t io n N o .4 4 3 /J4 /3 N -1 5 /6 7 , 
d a te d  the 17th A p r  1 1968 separate  D istric t a n d  Sessions Jtidge 
fo r D in a jp u r w as ap p o in ted .

Besides th e  D is tric t and  Session Ju d g e  th e re  is one Subor
d in a te  Ju d g e , one M u n sif  fo r D in a jp u r Sadar, one M u n s if  
fo r T h a k u rg o a n  w ith  th e  pow er o f  a  m ag is tra te  first class an d  
o n e  m u n sif  a t  P an ch ag arh  w ith  th e  pow ers o f  a  m ag istra te  
first class.

T he S u b o rd in a te  Ju d g e , D in a jp u r w as vested  w ith  th e  special 
pow ers v iz:—

(1) S .C .C . (sm all causes co u rt)  pow ers to  try  cases involving
u p  to  R s .7 5 0 '0 0 .

(2) Pow ers o f  A ssis tan t Sessions Judge.

T h e  A ssistan t Sessions Ju d g e  o f  D in jp u r has g o t the  pow ers 
o f  special ju d g es  to  try  cases under P ak is tan  (now B angladesh)
C rim inal Law  A m endm en t A c t X IX  o f  1948.

T h e  M u n sif  o f  th e  2nd C o u rt had  th e  pow er to  try  o rig in a l 
su its  u p  to  R s .4 ,0 0 0 an d  S .C .C . su its  u p  to  Rs.3,000. T he M unsif,
T h ak u rg o a n  w as vested  w ith  special pow ers u n d er section  153 (b) 
o f  th e  B .T . A ct an d  S .C .C . pow er u p  to  Rs.4,000. H e was 
a lso  v ested  w ith  pow ers o f  a  m a g is tra te  first class.

T h e  M u n sif  in  th e  c o u rt o f  P an ch ag arh  w as vested w ith  
pow ers to  try  o rig ina l su its u p  to  Rs.2,(X)0 an d  he has no 
S .C .C . pow ers. H e w as vested w ith  pow ers o f  a  M ag istra te  
1st C lass.

In  D in a jp u r in  th e  D is tric t Ju d g e ’s C o u rt th e  n u m b er o f 
o rig ina l su its  filed in  1964 w as 80, n u m b er o f  su its  decided 
in  1964 w as 85. In  1964 ti t le  an d  m o rtg a g e  su its  w ere 3, 
m iscellaneous ju d ic ia l su its  w ere 81 , an d  th e  incom e w as 
R s. 19,648 a n d  ex p en d itu re  w as Rs.98,825. T h e  num ber o f  
ap p e lla te  su its  filed in  1964 was 112, n u m b e r o f  su its  decided 
in  1964 w as 144. In  1964 tit le  an d  m o rtg a g e  su its  were 81, 
m oney su its  w ere 26, an d  m iscellaneous ju d ic ia l su its  w ere 42.

In  th e  S u b o rd in a te  Ju d g e’s co u rt th e  num ber o f  orig inal 
su its  decided in  1964 was 216, o f  w hich t i t le  an d  m ortgage 
su its  w ere 91, m oney su its 12, m iscellaneous ju d ic ia l cases 34, 
ex ecu tion  cases w ere 79. Incom e derived f ro m  th e  cases was 
R8.33.865 an d  th e  expend itu re  w as Rs.20,945. T he num ber 
o f  ap p e lla te  su its  filed in  th e  S ub o rd in a te  Ju d g e’s co u rt in
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1964 was 149. T h e  num ber o f  su its decided in  1964 w as 109
o f  w hich ti t le  an d  m o rtg ag e  su its  w ere 71, m oney  s u i t s ‘ 10
an d  m iscellaneous ju d ic ia l cases 28.

In  the  M unsif’s firs t c o u rt, D in a jp u r the  n u m b er o f  su its 
filed in  1964 was 209; n u m b er o f  su its  decided in  1964 was 
315. O f the  cases decided in 1964 tit le  and  m o rtg ag e  suits 
w ere 158, m oney su its w ere 43, m iscellaneous ju d ic ia l cases 73, 
execu tion  cases w ere 41 and  th e  incom e from  th e  cases were 
Rs.8,271 an d  the  expend itu re  w as R s .10,800. In  th e  M u n sif’s 
second co u rt, D in a jp u r th e  num ber o f  su its  filed in  1964 was 
237, an d  those  decided in  th e  sam e year w as 382 o f w hich m o r t
gage su its w ere 195, m oney su its  30, ren t su it 1, m iscellaneous 
Jud ic ia l cases 76, execu tion  cases 79. T he incom e derived from  
th e  cases in  1964 w as R s.20,928 aga in st th e  expend itu re  o f  
Rs.22,468 in  1964.

In  th e  M u n sif’s co u rt a t  T h ak u rg o an  the  num ber o f  suits
filed in  1964 w as 978. T h e  num ber o f  su its  decided in  1964
w as 556 o f  w hich m o rtg ag e  su its  were 128, m oney su its  100, 
re n t su its 140, m iscellaneous ju d ic ia l cases 120, an d  execution 
cases 506. In  the  M u n sif’s co u rt a t  P anchagarli the n u m b e r 
o f  cases decided in  1964 w as 262 o f  w hich t i t le  an d  m o rtg ag e  
su its  w ere 121 , m oney su its  10 , ren t su its  2 , m iscellaneous 
ju d ic ia l cases 46, an d  execu tion  cases 83.

police.
T he police ad m in is tra tio n  o f  the  d is tric t is headed  by o n e  

S u p erin tenden t o f  Police u n d er w hom  there  are one A dd itiona l 
S uperin tenden t o f  Police and  one D ep u ty  S u p erin ten d en t o f  
P olice a t S adar H ead q u arte rs , one Subdivisional Police
Officer a t  T h ak u rg o an , e ig h t In sp ec to rs— one is a t  Sadar,
one a t B irganj, one a t  T haku rgaon , one a t  P an ch ag arh ; 
one C o u rt In spec to r a t  D in a jp u r Sadar, one R eserve In spec to r 
a t Sadar, and  one D .S .B . (D istric t Special B ranch) In sp ec to r at 
Sadar, one L iaso Inspec to r a t S adar H eadquaters . T here  are 63 
S ub-Inspectors, 47 A ssistan t S ub-Inspectors, 23 H ead  C onstab les, 
10 N aik s an d  669 C onstab les.

F o r  police adm in istra tion  the  d istric t is d ivided in to  22 thanas. 
I n  1909 there were 15 th an as an d  before P a r titio n  in 
1947 th e re  w ere 30 th a n as  in  th e  d istric t. Since P a rtitio n  
th e re  have been 22 th an as an d  5 ou t-posts . T he police-
s ta tions in  the  Sadar-Subdivision  are K otw ali (139 sq, m iles), 
C h irirb n d a r (121 sq. m iles), P a rb a tip u r (167 sq. m iles), 
P hu lbari (123 sq, miles), N aw abgan j (152 sq. m iles), 
H ak im p u r (78 sq. m iles), G h o rag h a t (57 sq. m iles), B irganj (157 
sq. m iles), K h an sam a (69 sq. miles), K aharo le  (80 sq. m iles)
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B irol (138 sq. m iles), B ochaganj (87 sq m iles),. In  T hakurgaon  
Subdivision the po lice-sta tions a re : T hak u rg ao n  (149 sq, miles),
B aliadangi (111 sq. m iles), R an isankail (110 sq. miles), H arip u r 
(77 sq. m iles), P irganj (152 sq. m iles), P anchagarh  (103 sq. ntiles),
D ebiganj (119 sq. m iles), B oda (166 sq. m iles), At^vari(81 sq. miles) 
an d  T etu lia  (74 sq . miles). O f the 5 o u t posts fou r are a t Sadar such 
a s  Sadar, M unsh ipara , B halubari, P hu lha t an d  one a t T hak u rg ao n  
tow n. D uring  1965 th e  streng th  o f  dafaders in  th e  S adar S ub
d iv ision  was 195 an d  in  T h ak u rg ao n  V. as 161 while the num ber o f  
C haw kiders  in  sad ar w as 561 and  in T h ak u rg ao n  it w as 567.
T he pay  o f  a  D afader  was Rs.BG OO an d  th a t o f  a  C haw kider 
was R s.25 00 p er m onth .

A b o u t one h u n d red  and  fifty years ago the  d istric t w as Crime, 
no to rio u s fo r daco its an d  river p irates an d  every k ind  o f  v io len t 
crim e was com m on. F rom  the  rem arks o f  M ajo r Sherwill the 
R evenue Surveyor in  1863, it w as ap p a ren t th a t even then th e  charac
te r  o f  the district h ad  undergone a considerable change. H e said  
th a t  a lth o u g h  m urders were com m on  a n d  dacoities n o t infre
q u en t, th e  general cha rac te r o f  the people was peaceable. He 
observed  th a t the cases o f  heinous crim e were rare. A  few 
m urders were com m itted  every year and  occassional case o f  
daco ity  occurred  b u t these dacoities were rarely  accom pained 
w ith  m urder and the  am o u n t o f  p roperty  loo ted  was generally 
sm all. Som e o f  the w orst dacoities were perpe tra ted  w ith in  
m easureablc d istance o f  the  P urnea an d  M ald a  borders, the  
bad  characters o f  these d istric ts being ra th e r  found  com m itting  
depredations on  the  m ore peaceable in h ab itan ts  o f  D inajpur,
In  1908-09 dacoities were exceptionally  num erous ow ing, it was 
believed in  great m easure, to  the scarcity prevailing in  th is  an d  
the  neighbouring d istricts. Cases o f  rap e  were ra re  an d  serious 
rio ting  so com m on in som e o f  the  eastern  d istric ts, was 
practically  unknow n. A rson  was fairly com m on, especially in  
th e  so u th ern  p o rtio n  o f  th e  d istric t. T he offence w as, how ever, 
seldom  b ro u g h t hom e to  any one, an d  there was som e reasons 
to  suppose th a t a  g ood  m any o f  th e  cases repo rted  were the 
resu lt o f  accident. T heft and  pe tty  burg laries w ere num erous, 
th o u g h  the  am o u n t o f  p roperty  was generally sm all. D ispu te  
ab o u t lan d  w ith the ir inevitable accom panim ent o f  forgery, 
perjury and fab rica tion  o f  false evidence were com m on as was the  
case elsewhere. T he cu ltiva to r show ed the u sua l tendency to  
try  an d  d rag  w hat were really civil d isputes in to  the  crim inal 
courts.

Since P artitio n  due to  heavy influx o f  displaced persons from  
In d ia  w ith  d oub tfu l antecendents, various crim es increased 
considerably. Besides, p o p u la tio n  in  the d istric t has been steadily
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increasing ow ing to  influx  o f  people from  o th er ad jo in ing  d is- 
t r c t s  w hich are filling u p  the  fallow  lands. R oad  building 
activ ity , industria lization , no tab ly  tw o mill-s a t T h ak u rg ao n  and  
P anchagarh  an d  W A P D A  irrigation  w orks, etc , have been 
steadily  a ttrac tin g  outsiders fo r se tdem ent in  th is  d istrict. As 
a  resu lt crim e h as  been increasing d ay  by  day.

M urder, daco ity  and  especially rap e  are now -a-days com m on . 
T his is ow ing to  the influx o f  refugees an d  th e  m igra tion  from  
th e  ad jo in ing  d istrc ts. T ill A ugust 1947, the  d istric t was very th in ly  
p o pu la ted . M any fallow  and  uncu ltu rab le  lands w ere very th in ly  p o 
pu la ted  and  were left uncultivated  b u t they have been covered u p  by 
these im m igrants. D ue to  the  m ixing o f these heterogeneous elem ents 
all types o f  crim es are increasing except rio ting . Besides, with 
th e  u rban ization  an d  grow th  o f  trad e  an d  com m erce, crim e and  
delinquency are also increasing. T his increase is generally found  
a t K otw ali, P arb a tip u r, P hu lbari, B ird , B irganj, Bochaganj, 
T h ak u rg ao n , P irganj, an d  P anchagarh  police-stations. T h ere  
are th ree active no to rious gangs in  the  d istric t. T hese are 
M a h ara ja p u r gan^’ a t K otw ali area , B haglu K u rm is gang  a t 
N ilp h am ari a n d  B ishadu’s gang  a t P arb a tip u r.

Crime figure from 1953 upto 30th April 1966.

Year. Dacoity. Robary. Burglary Theft, Murder- Riotjng. Others. Total.

1963 50 44 503 5062 52 237 761 2143

1964 61 43 547 516 45 138 991 2341

1965 77 56 566 526 35 131 1220 2610

1966 
up to 
3-4-66

30 34 no 191 6 49 309 789

Jail. T h e  ja il adm in istra tion  o f  th e  d istric t is headed  by  one
S uperin tenden t under w hom  there  is one ja ilo r, o n e  d ep u ty  
ja ilo r, th ree  ja il  assistan ts, 4 head  w arders, 38 w arders, one 
fem ale w order, one p a r t tim e m edical officer an d  o n e  com 
p o u n d er. In  1910 the  d istric t ja il h ad  accom m odation  fo r 308 
prisoners, viz., barracks for 204 m ale convicts, 27 fem ale convicts, 
36 Under tria l p risoners and  5 civil prisoners; cells fo r  4 con
victs, an d  a  hosp ital w ith  32 beds. In  1965, 104 m ale and  tw o 
fem ale convicts were in confinem ents, 363 m ale and  10 
fem ale convicts were received from  court, 55 m ale conv icts w ere



Ch. X m  GENERAL ADMINBTRATION 271

received from  o th e r  ja ils  in  th e  province, 43 m ale and  1" fem ale 
convicts w ere received from  sub-jails. T his m ade the  to ta l o f  565 
m al"  an d  13 fem ali^convicts in  1965 including 7 w ho were readm it
ted . 33 m ale a n d  1 fem ale convicts w ere released on  appeal, 217 
m ale an d  5 fem ale convicts w ere released o n  the  expirry  o f  the ir 
sentence, 144 convicts w ere released o n  rem ission an d  one con
v ict died in 1965.

8 Security p risoners w ere received in  1965 and  all were 
d ischarged in  the  sam e year. 363 m ale an d  10 fem ale convict* 
were ad m itted  d u ring  1965. R egard ing  the  age o f  th e  prisoners 
7 w ere below  16 y ears , 286 w ere betw een  4 an d  16 years, 80 
w ere betw een  41 an d  60 years.

In  ja il occu p atio n  358 convicts w ere engaged in  agricu ltu re,
4  in  com m erce an d  1 in service. T he produce o f  the  graden 
vegetables in  1964 w as 687 m d. 22 sr. 15^  ch. W eaving is the 
only  industry  in  th e  D in a jp u r Jail. O ther sources o f  incom e 
are  from  the  garden ing  and  from  the  sale o f  surp lus vegetables.
The to ta l cred it o f  the  m anufactu ring  departm en t in  ja il in  1965 
was R s .l6 ,270-70  an d  the  deb its  in  1965 was 14,800-96 an d  the 
to ta l c a s f  p ro fit in  1965 was R s.8 ,851-41. T he to ta l expenditure 
o f  the ja il in  1965 was R s.2,66,005-69. T he average expend itu re 
o f  th e  prisoners p e r  h ead  in  1965 was R s.621-02. T here is an  
in stitu tion  to  im p art basic  education  to  the  prisoners in  th e  Jail.
P risoners specially th e  juvenile an d  adolescent are pu rsuaded  to  
read  an d  w rite in  ja il  schoo l fo r w hich prim ary  b o o k s and  
o th er accessories a re  purchased  an d  supplied  to  th e  prisoners 
u nder the  charge o f  a  convict teacher. Every endeavour is 
m ade to  do  aw ay w ith  the  illiteracy am o n g st prisoners im parting  a t 
least the  basic education . In  1965 o u t o f  363 M ale an d  10 
fem ales convicts on ly  18 m ale co  Id read  and  w rite. T here  is 
also  o n : lib ra ry  in  th e  ja il to  p rov ide read ing  facilities to  the  
prisoners. T here  is one M uslim  religious in stru c to r fo r  the  
M uslim  prisoners to  give relig iouas instruction  to  th e  prisoners 
once a  week.

I t  was a  strik ing  fea tu re  o f  m o u n tin g  o f  ja il p o p u la tio n  and  
th e  con cen tra tio n  o f  In d ian  in terne s m m bering  208 in the 
district ja il. D u rin g  the  w ar em ergency n 1965 th e  volum e o f  w orks 
increased w ith  the  u n u su a l increase in  ja il p o p u la tio n  in  th a t 
period .

T he d istric t ja il has go t its ow n hosp ita l w ith  one d o c to r  
an d  one com pounder. T he ja il hosp ital is a  tw o store yed bu il
d ing w ith  54 beds fo r the  m ale prisoners. There is no  separate 
accom m odation  fo r th e  w arders to  be hospitalised . T here in  no 
segregated w ard  fo r infectious diseases. The hosp ita l is well
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ventilated , clean an d  tidy w ith  flower garden. All the  prisoners 
o f  the  ja il are given vaccination  against sm all-pox , typho id  and  
cholera in  regu lar courses. F ortn igh tly  w eights a re  taken  in 
respect o f  all the inm ates o f  the  ja il. P risoners fo und  losing 
w eight abnorm ally  are given ex tra  diets a n d  they are  hosp italized  
w hen necessary.

Sub-Jail. T here is one Sub-Jail a t T h ak u rg ao n  in the  d is tric t o f
D inajpu r. T he adm in istra tion  o f  the  S ub-Jail is headed  by one 
S uperin tendent, th e  ex-officio  S .D .O ., T hak u rg ao n  a n d  th e re  is 
o n e  D epu ty  Superin tendent, the ex-officio  S ub-divisional M edical 
Officer, T haku rgaon . Besides, there are one h ead  w arder, 
five w arders an d  one ja il clerk. T he fem ale w arders are 
ap p o in ted  in  this Sub-Jail w ith the  perm ission o f  the  D epu ty  
In spec to r-G enera l o f  Prisons, R ajshahi D ivision w hen fem ale 
prisoners are confined. T he registered capacity  fo r accom 
m o d a tio n  o f  th e  S ub-Jail is fo r 18 prisoners inc lud ing  3 
fem ales. B ut th e  num ber exceeds several tim es m ore th a n  the  
capacity . In  1965 the daily  average p o p u la tio n  o f  this 
S u b -ia ii was 133-32. T his S ub-Ja il receives th e  prisoners 
beyond  the  capacity . T he prisoners a re  k ep t in  ja il 
up  to  14 days. T hose sentenced to  lo n g e r term s 
o f  im prisonm en t a re  fo rw arded  to  th e  d is tric t ja il  once a  
w eek w hen a  police esco rt is available. T he daily  average 
figure o f  sick p risoners were 4 -50  in 1965, an d  in 1964 it w as 
2 -6 0 . T h e  D epu ty  S u perin tenden t daily  v isits th e  Ja il and  
enquires a b o u t h ea lth  and  sa n ita tio n . In  case o f  serious illness 
the p a tien ts  a re  transferred  to  local S ub-d iv isional hosp ita l. 
T h e  S uperin tenden t p f  the  S ub-Jail visits th e  h o sp ita l tw ice a 
w eek. D u rin g  1965 the  ja il g ard en  p roduced  for th e  consum ers 
328 m aunds 12 ch . aga in st 56 m au n d s 32 seers in  1964. 
T here  is one re lig ious in s tru c to r  w ho com e every F rid ay  to  
give re lig ious in stru c tio n  to  the  prisoners an d  he g e ts  on ly  the 
couvayance allow ance.

Aosar.

In  1965 th e  In spec to r-G enera l o f  P risons visited  the  S ub-Jail 
once, th e  S u p erin tenden t paid 20 visits an d  one D ep u ty  
M ag istra te  once. F o u r  officials also  visited the S ub-Jail in  the 
sam e year. T h e  to ta l expend itu re incurred  in  th is  S ub-Ja il in 
1965 was Rs. 9 ,694-48.

T he A n sar O rgan iza tion  o f  th e  d is tric t is headed  by one 
D istric t A d ju ta n t o f  A nsars. U n d er him  the re  a re  tw o  Sub- 
d iv isionai A d ju ta n ts  o f  A nsars one posted  a t  th e  d is tric t head
q u arte rs  a t S adar Subdivision and  the  o th e r  is posted  a t  the 
T h ak u rg ao n  Subdivision. U n d er th e  Sub-divisional A d ju ta n t o f
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A nsars th e re  a re  tw o  A ssis tan t A d ju ta n ts  o f  A nsars in  each  
S ubdivision . O ne is p o s te d  a t  S adar w ith  th e  ju risd ic tio n  over 
K o tw ali, B irganj, B ochaganj, K ah a ro l, K h an sam a , an d  B ird  
a n d  th e  o th e r  is p o sted  a t  P a rb a tip u r  w ith  th e  ju risd ic tio n  
o v er P a rb a tip u r , C h irirb a n d a r, P h u lb ari, H ak im pur, N aw abganJ 
a n d  G h o ra g h a t o f  S ad ar S ubdivision . S im ilarly , o f th e  tw o 
A ssis tan t A d ju ta n ts  u n d er th e  S ubd iv isional A d ju ta n t o f  A nsars 
in  T h ak u rg o an  Subdivision , one is p o s te d  a t  T h ak u rg o ao  w ith  
ju r isd ic tio n  over T h a k u rg o a n , B irganj, R an isankail, B aliadangi 
a n d  H a rip u r  an d  th e  o th e r  is p o s te d  a t  P an ch ag arh  w ith  
ju risd ic tio n  over A tw ari, T e tu lia , Boda, D ebiganj and  
P an ch ag arh .

T h e  A n sa r O rg an iza tio n  has p la to o n s in  each  u n io n  council 
th ro u g h o u t the  d is tric t. T here  a re  a b o u t 10 to  13 p la toons 
o n  a n  average in  each  u n io n  o f  th is  d istric t. T he en tire  
o rg an iz a tio n  is being  re-o rgan ized  w ith  new  recru itm en t 
a t  th e  ra te  o f  th ree  p la to o n s  in  each  un ion  council acco rd ing  
to  th e  physical s ta n d a rd  an d  age as p e r G overnm en t directive.
T h e  an sars  v o lu n tee r them selves to  ren d e r services a t  the 
tim e  o f  em ergency w hen called  by the  d is tric t ad m in is tra tio n  
b u t  th e  n o rm al v o ca tio n a l life o f th e  A nsars  is cu ltiv a tio n  an d  
they  fo llow  th e  in s tru c tio n  to  take  all m easures to  increase the  
fo o d  p ro d u c tio n  by  th e  ap p lica tio n  o f  fertilizers 'a n d  m anures.
Besides, they h e lp  th e  A gricu ltu re D ep artm en t in  sp ray ing  insec
ticide in  th e  paddy  field infested w ith  the insects. A n intensive 
p ro p a g a n d a  is being  carried o u t by  them  to  induce th e  cu lti
va to rs to  take  necessary steps fo r g rea te r o u tp u t.  T here  are 
n ig h t schools an d  A n sa r  clubs an d  they  carry  o u t  ad u lt ed u ca
t io n  classes to  e rad ica te  illiteracy  from  the  society. T h e  A nsars 
render th e ir  services a t the tim e o f  cyclone, flood, epidem ic and  
in  re lief op era tio n  in  th e  d istric t. Q u ite  a  good  num ber o f  
p la to o n  officers have been tra ined  by th e  P ub lic  H ealth  D e p a rt
m e n t in  th e  tech n iq u e  o f  vaccination  an d  innocu la tion  o f  th e  
people a n d  o f  th e  ca ttles also . D u rin g  th e  tim e o f  em ergency 
th e  an sars  have alw ays responded  to  the  ca ll o f  the  G overnm ent 
a t  a  g reat personal sacrifice. T hey w ere em bodied in to  police 
force a t im cs w henever there w as em ergency. D u rin g  th e  w ar 
em ergency in  S eptem ber 1965 the  A nsars  o f th is  d istric t respond
ed  to  the  call o f  the  n a tio n  and  rendered  splendid  services.
T heir conduct, h igh  sense o f  patrio tism  an d  the ir services fo r 
n a tio n a l cause w ere m uch apprecia ted . T h e  m em bers o f  th is  
o rgan ization  have been rendering  the ir services in  checking  and  
de tec ting  crim es, sm uggling  and  o th e r  an ti-socia l ac tiv ities in 
the d is tric t. T h e  p la to o n  officer M r. M d. A b u l Q uasim  o f  
vill. C harka i, P . O . B iram pur, P. S- H ak im p u r, is  a  recip ien t

18
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o f  Tam gha-e-K hidm at fo r rendering  h is valuab le  services. He w as 
also  rew arded  w ith  R s. 150 by  th e  S u p erin ten d en t o f  P olice, DinajV 
pu r, fo r h is  g a llan try  in  open ing  fire in  reply  to  the  enem y firing 
o n  the  civ ilians from  P ak-H illi R ailw ay S ta tio n  d u rin g  th e  w ar 
em ergency o n  18th Septem ber, 1965. T he A nsars arc also called 
u pon  a t  the tim e o f  R ailw ay an d  p o s ta l s tr ik e  to  m a in ta in  
discipline.

Civil DefeDce.

T h e Civil D efence O rgan iza tion  o f  th e  d is tric t is headed  by  a 
C o n tro lle r  o f  Civil Defence. T he D ep u ty  C om m issioner is the 
ex-officio , C o n tro lle r o f  Civil D efence an d  under h im  th e re  is 
one D ep u ty  M ag is tra te  as ex-officio  D epu ty  C o n tro lle r . The 
C o n tro lle r o f  C ivil D efence is en tirely  responsib le fo r  the 
ad m in istra tio n , c o n tro l and  supervision o f  th e  o rgan ization . 
T h e  D ep u ty  C o n tro lle r  is norm ally  the  h ead  o f  the  Civil 
D efence Services u n d er th e  C o n tro lle r. A t p resen t he is 
in cb arg e  o f  th e  com bined  co n tro l a n d  re p o r t cen tre. The 
functions o f  th is  o rg an iza tio n  a re  under different heads o f  
services— R escue services headed by  th e  E xecutive E ng ineer, 
R o ad s; B om b d isposal services, headed  by  th e  S u p erin ten d en t 
o f  Police an d  C asu lty  services b y  the  Civil Surgeon.

T here  is one s ta ff  officer w ho is a  fulltim e p a id  officer o f  the  
o rgan ization . H is function  is to  m ake rec ru itm en t an d  en ro l
m en t o f  Civil D efence personnel, issuing o f  equipm ents, th e ir  
safe cus tody  an d  p ro p er m ain tenance o f  records o f  personnel 
o rg an iza tio n  an d  supervision o f  th e  tra in ing  services. T h e  
s ta ff  officer a lso  ac ts  as incident officer d u rin g  em ergency. F o r  
w arden  services there is one p o s t o f  w arden  w ho rec ru its  th e  
w ardens an d  a rran g e  th e ir  en ro lm en t and  tra in ing .

D u rin g  th e  y ear 1965 people vo lun teered  to  receive tra in in g  
in  different services. U n d er th is  C ivil D efence O rg an iza tio n  in  
th e  d is tric t 61 persons received tra in in g  in  C om bined  C o n tro l an d  
R e p o rt C tn tre , o n e  in  Civil D efence D e p a rtm e n t a n d  177 in  
W arden  Services. In  C asualty  services 24 persons received F irs t- 
A id  tra in in g , 2 in  A m bulance, 7 in  M obile  F irs t A id  U n it  and 
19 received tra in in g  in  R escue services. In  F ire  figh ting  47 
persons received tra in in g  in  S tirru p  pum p  p arty , 200 in  A uxiliary  
fire service, 534 persons leceived Basic G enera l tra in in g  an d  10 
vo lun ta ry  in stru c to rs  received tra in ing  from  D acca.

In  D ina jpu r th e  Civil D efence O rganization , besides giving 
tra in ing  an d  arrang ing  different services, educated  the  g e n c rd  
public  and  m ade them  civil defence m inded by observing p rac tice 
b lack-ou t and  ho ld ing  civil defence exercises an d  dem onstra tions. 
T his o rgan ization  w ith its different services w orked ro u n d  th e  
clock du ring  th e  w ar in  Septem ber, 1965.
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T he D istric t P ub lic  R ela tions Office cam e in to  existence in  District PtMic 
the  d istric t in  th e  fo rm  o f  field publicity  o rgan ization  under th e  Relations o ik e . 
In fo rm a tio n  D ep a rtm en t in  1944.

T he office is headed  by  one D istric t P ublic  R elations Officer 
under w hom  th ere  a re  th ree  Subdivisional P ublic  R elations 
OflBcers; one is a t Sadar, one is a t T hak u rg o an  and  the o ther 
is a t P a rb a tip u r. T here  is one cinem a un it w ith  one cinem a 
o p era to r and  one assistant opera to r. T o  arouse public
feelings th is office perform s field public ity  w orks which
include the  d isplay o f  docum en tary  films, ho lds public  m eetings 
an d  g roup  gatherings fo r discussing top ics o f  educative value.
I t  d istribu tes a n d  displays posters, leaflets, pam phlets, booklets, 
pub lished  by th e  G overnm en t. I t  publishes local new s specially 
news concern ing  th e  developm ental activities in  th e  press an d  by 
b roadcasting  by  the  d istribu tion  o f  rad io  sets. I t  covers tou rs  
o f  th e  V, I. P ’s. an d  h igh officials an d  it arranges public
m eeting w here necessary. ,

T here are tw o  in fo rm atio n  centres, o n e  is a t sadar and  the 
o th er is a t T h ak u rg ao n  w ith  one adviser in  each centre.
T here  is one m oblie van  in  each centre fo r field publicity  pur
poses.

T h e  office o f  F ire  Services in  th e  d is tric t is headed  by one Fire S en ic t 
S ta tio n  Officer, grade I  u n d er w hom  there a re  one S ta tion  Officer 
g rade I I ,  th ree leaders, 12 firem en. D u rin g  the  year 1965 the 
n u m b er o f  fire calls were 86  and  the  am o u n t o f  dam age was 
R s . 7,06,901 a n d  the  am o u n t salvaged w as R s. 1,77,585. W ith 
th e  developm ent o f  industries  a n d  th c e x p a is io n  o f  the  tow n 
th e  incidents a rc  also  increasing b u t io  com parison w ith these, 
fire fighter has p roved  its  success in  b ring idg  dow n the  frequen
cy o f  occurence.

I n  th e  d istric t th e re  is a n  acu te p rob lem  o f  p rocu ring  w ater.
T h e  num ber o f  ta n k s  a re  very few an d  d u ring  th e  dry  season 
th e  existing ta n k s  becom e alm ost d ried  up. Besides, som e tanks 
have been  sealed u p  an d  th e  passages to  ap p ro a ch  p o in t o f  the  
existing ta n k s  have been blocked  by  th e  ownciS. So, to  get 
w ater read ily  is n o t possible fo r w hich dam ages ca n n o t be 
checked a s  quickly a s  i t  sh o u ld  be by  the  fire fighters.

R e g is tra tio n  offices a re  u n d er th e  adm in istra tive  co n tro l Resiftntioii. 
o f  th e  D is tric t R e g is tra r . T h e  A dd itiona l D epu ty  
C om m issioner o r  th e  D epu ty  C om m issioner w ould  ho ld  
th e  ch arg e  o f  D is tr ic t R e g is tra r. A ccord ing  to  la s t

g aK ttce r  ( 1 ^ 9 )  a  special S u b -R eg is tra r  w ould deal w ith



2 7 6  D IN A JP U R  DISTRICT GAZETTEER Ch. XIII

th e  d o cu m en ts  p resen ted  th e re  an d  also  assisted  the  
A d d itio n a l D istric t M ag is tra te  w ho was the  e x  officio  D istric t 
R e g is tra r  in  supervising th e  w ork  o f  the S u b -R eg istra rs  incharge 
o f  the  o th e r  offices. By a  G overnm ent no tification  N o . 476-J3 /2  
M -15 /70 . d a ted  the  7th A ugust, 1971 the  previous pow er o f  the 
R eg istra tio n  A ct was superceded. By an o th er G o v ern m en t 
n o tfica tio n  N o . 4 7 7 -J3 /M -I3 /7 0 , dated  th e  7 th  A u g u st, 1971 
•departm en ta l cand ida tes have been ap p o in ted  as the  D istric t 
i^eg istrars  an d  by a n  individuals no tification  N o . 483 -J3 /1A - 
12/71, d a ted  th e  10th A ugust 1971, the D istric t S ub-R eg istra r o f 
D in a jp u r  has been appo in ted  as the D is tric t R eg istra r. T h e  
functions o f  th e  D istric t R eg istra r are to  supervise th e  ad m in is tra 
tio n  o f  th e  w hole d istric t, to  h ear appeal an d  app lica tion  cases 

-against orders o f  refusals o f  subo rd inate  offices, to  
h o ld  enqu iry  ag a in st a llega tions w hen  necessary an d  also 
to  reg ister th e  docum en ts hav ing  ju risd ic tio n  over th e  police- 
s ta tio n s o f K otw ali, B lrol, C h irirb an d ar an d  over w h o le  o f 
B angladesh in  th e  de lega ted  capac ity  o f  D is tr ic t R eg is tra r.

T h e  m ain  function  o f  th e  S ub -R eg istra rs (subo rd inate  officers, 
is to  reg ister th e  docum en ts o f  various n a tu re  u n d er th e ir  res
pec tive  ju risd ic tio n  an d  also  to  deal w ith  B.T. A.ct no tices. 
Som etim es th e  officers also help  th e  executive d ep a rtm en ts  by 
h o ld in g  enquiries an d  te s t iden tification  parades, etc. T here 
a re  e igh t S ub-R eg istra rs’ offices a t m ufassil excluding sadar 
each  u n d er one S ub-R eg istra r s itua ted  a t  T h ak u rg ao n , 
P irgan j, B irganj, P a rb a tip u r, P hu lbari, L ah iriha t, D eb igan j and  
th e  Jo in t S ub -R eg is tra r's  office a t P anchagarh .

D u rin g  1909 the  num ber o f  reg is tra tio n  was gradually  o n  the 
increase. T h e  average num ber o f  docum en ts registered  annually  
d u rin g  th e  period  o f  five years end ing  1899 was 23, 390. The 
m im bcr fo r the  sam e period  ending  1909 w as 38,904. A b o u t 
o a e -h a lf  o f  th is  n u m b er rep resen ted  m o rtg ag e  deeds o f  ry a /i 
ho ld in g . T h e  s ta tem en t shows th e  n u m b e r o f  d o cu m en ts  reg is
tered  a n d  the  receip ts and  ex p en d itu re  a t  each office in  1909.

ajficf-.
No. of 

uOCiiRKnts 
registered.

Receipts. Expendi
ture.

Rs. Rs.

^ a d a r 7,659 1,115 7,253
TiUL^UIagOU 4,329 4,263 2,543
Birganj 4,072 3,667 2,205
P irgan j 5,014 4,664 2.488
P h u lb ari ... 5,730 5,299 2,608
•Lahirihat ... 2,758 3,064 2.096
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O w ing to  increase o f  w orks a  Jo in t S ub -R eg istry  office w as 
opened  a t  sa d a r  o n  th e  1st A p ril, 1910.

D ue to  E as t P ak is tan  D is tu rb ed  P erso n s  R e h a b ilita tio n  
O rd inance, 1964, E as t P ak is tan  O rd in an c e  N o . I, 1964, th e  reg is-  
t r a t io n  o f  th e  sa le  o f  p ro p e rty  o f  th e  m ino rity  com m un ity  was. 
re stric ted  su b jec t to  th e  perm ission  o f  th e  D ep u ty  C om m issioner 
a n d  th e  S .D .O . T h e  S .D .O . can  p erm it sale o f  only  o n e  acre 
o f  la n d  n d  th e  D ep u ty  C om m issioner h im self can  p e rm it fo r 
tw o  acres an d  th e  R e h ab ilita tio n  C om m issioner can  d o  m ore. 
F o r  th is  re s tric tio n  th e  n u m b e r o f  R e g is tra tio n  has c o m e d o w n -

Statement showing the difi*ercnt types of documents In the different Sub-Registry 
Offices o f Dinajpur in the year 1964 with their income and expenditure.

N ATURE O F  TRANSACTION

Name o f office. Sale. Mort- Olh- Lease. Bon Wills . Total Income. Expendi-
gage. ers. ds. tuTC, 1964.

Rs. Rs.
Sadar 275 9,205 148 365 133 20 16 10,162 93.273-76 49,901-29

Parbatipur .. 81 4,125 57 223 100 12 4,598 27,553-32 10,582-97
Phulbari 319 6,535 315 430 78 'l 16 7,694 49,033-25 9,537-03
Pirganj 85 7,172 6 358 79 9 7,709 46,291 -78 11,767-41
Birganj 41 4,760 32 384 41 4 5 5,267 29,482-51 9,934-15
Thakurgaon . . 47 4,514 77 217 127 4,982 26,315-28 12,650-24
Lahirihat 30 3,792 6 34 85 I I 3>49 18,019-80 4,840-44
Debiganj (̂ 1,488 2 33 8 1,537 8,609-60 4,853-67
Panchagarh . . 44 6,099 33 150 40 '4 ' '2 6,372 36,808-47 6,720-31

Total . . 928 47,690 676 2,194 691 30 61 52,270 3,35,386-77 1,20,787-51

In  1875 C ivil S u rgeon , th e n  know n as ‘S u rgeon ’ was ap p o in te d  
in  th e  d is tr ic t o f  D in a jp u r. M r. R oss w as th e  firs t S urgeon . A t 
p resen t the re  is one Civil S urgeon  w ho is in -ch a rg e  o f  M edical 
A d m in is tra tio n  o f  th e  d is tric t. U n d er th e  Civil S urgeon  th e re  
a re  tw o  A ssistan t S u rgeons know n as th e  Subdiv isional M edical 
O fficer; one is in -ch a rg e  o f  the  S adar Subdivisional H o sp ita l 
an d  th e  o th e r  is in -ch a rg e  o f  th e  T h ak u rg ao n  H osp ita l. U n d e r 
th e  A ssis tan t S u rgeon , S adar H osp ita l th e re  a re  tw o Sub-A ssis
ta n t  S urgeons, tw o  ju n io r  s ta ff  nurses, tw o com pounders, one 
dresser, th ir te e n  nurses, six w ard  boys. In  T h ak u rg ao n  H ospita l 
besides the  A ssistan t S urgeon  th e re  is one S ub-A ssistan t 
S urgeon, one ju n io r  s ta ff  nurse, tw o com pounders, fo u r nurses, 
an d  fo u r  w ard  boys.

T he Subdivisional M edical Officers o f  H ealth  a re  
in -charge o f  p reventive side. T hey  give innocu lation  and  vacci
n a tio n  ag a in st th e  o u t-b re ak  o f  epidem ic diseases. T here  a re  
sixty e ig h t H ea lth  A ssis tan ts  a t S adar Subdivision and fo rty -tw o  
a t  T h ak u rg ao n  S ubdivision. T here are  tw o T .B . C linics, one

CiTil Surgeon’s 
office.
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a t  S adar an d  th e  o th e r  a t  T h ak u rg ao n  each under th e  charge o f  
one A ssistan t S urgeon. In T .B . C linic S ad ar the re  is one com 
pounder, one B .C .G . technician , one X -R ay  technician , one 
L ab o ra to ry  R esearch A ssistan t, tw o L ady h o m e v isito rs, one 
nurse, o n e  w ard  boy an d  o n e  aya. T here  is o n e  School H ealth  
C lin ic in  D in a jp u r in  charge o f  o n e  S ub-A ssis tan t S u rgeon  to  lo o k  
a fte r th e  h ea lth  cond ition  o f  th e  sch o o lch ild ren . T here  is one 
com p o u n d er in  th is  clinic. T here is one B .C .G . team  in-charge 
o f  one Sub-A ssistan t Surgeon w ho a long  w ith  tw elve B .O G . 
technicians m ake the  vaccination  cam paign  ag a in st tubercu losis . 
T here a re  th ree  G overnm ent th a n a  d ispensaries a t  A tw ari, 
R an ishankall an d  D ebiganj w ith  one S ub-A ssistan t Surgeon  and  
one com pounder in  each . T h ere  is one R u ra l d ispensary  a t  
R ajba ti in -ch a rg e  o f  one S ub -A ssis tan t Surgeon.

In  D in a jp u r there is one D istric t H ealth  E d u ca tio n  Officer. 
He has th e  responsib ility  o f  ed ucating  th e  peop le  regard ing  
h ea lth  an d  san ita tion . U nder the  H ealth  E d u ca tio n  Officer there 
is also  one P ro jection ist. He educates th e  people th ro u g h  d o cu 
m entary  film show  on  hea lth  an d  san ita tio n . In  th e  d is tric t there 
a re  tw o m atern ity  centres each u nder the  charge o f  one L ady  H ealth  
V isito r w ho takes care o f  the  expeetan l m others and  th e  bab ies 
w hen they  are  b o rn . F o r  b o th  preventive an d  cu ra tive  m easures 
th e re  a re  four ru ra l hea tlh  cen tres a t H ald ibari, P anchagarh , 
G h o ra g h a t an d  P hu lbari. In  each o f  th e  ru ra l hea lth  
centres there is a n  A ssistan t S urgeon. U nder h im  th e re  is one 
S ub-A ssistan t S urgeon, fou r com pounders, one dresser, one 
san ita ry  inspector, fou r hea lth  assis tan ts , and  one la b o a rto ty  
research  assistan t, one lady  hea lth  visitor, one m idw ife, th ree  
N urse-dais, etc.

U n d er th e  developm ent schem e o f  H ealth  Services th e re  is 
one R ural C en tre  a t  P irgonj. T here  is a  schem e fo r se ttin g  u p  a  
M atern ity  cen tre  and  to  increase th e  beds in  th e  S adar H osp ita l 
a t D inajpur.

T h e  D istric t H ealth  Office is run  by th e  Z e la  C ouncil an d  
is headed  by one D istric t H ealth  Officer. T h e  fu n c tio n  o f  th is 
office is m ainly to  take  preventive m easures aga in st th e  ep idem ic 
d iseases. I t  also  takes curative m easures. T he D istric t C ouncil 
h as g o t its  ap p o in ted  do cto rs  placed a t different s ta tio n s  in  the 
d is tric t and  i t  d is trib u tes  m edicine free o f  cost.

T he D istric t C ouncil has been m ain ta in ing  seventeen chari
tab le  dispensaries a t  different places in  th e  d istric t such as a t  B iro l,
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Birganj, C h irirb an d ar, G h o rag h a t, H ak im pur, K hansam a, K aha- 
ro l, N aw abgan j. P hu lbari, P a rb a tip u r, Setabganj, B oda, Balia- 
dangi, H arip u r, P irgan j, P anchagarh  an d  TetuUa. T he D istrict 
C ouncil has go t th irty -n ine  m edical officers in  these charitab le 
d ispensaries. I t  has one patho log ist an d  one relieving m edical 
officer a t th e  D istric t H ea lth  Office. Besides, the  D istric t 
C ouncil has one com pounder, th irty  dressers, tw enty-one Sanitary  
Inspec to rs, tw en ty -one H ealth  A ssistan ts , tw enty-tw o A ssistant 
H ea lth  A ssistants, tw enty-tw o vaccinators an d  tw enty-one medicine 
carriers .

T he office o f  th e  A ssistant D irecto r, Industries was first lndMW«i. 
estab lished  in  th e  d istric t in  1958 headed by one Inspector. B ut 
in  19 6 1 th e  office was upgraded  an d  one A ssistant D irecto r,
Industries was posted  in  charge o f  R angpur an d  D inajpu r 
d istric ts w ith h eadquarte rs  a t R angpur. T he A ssistan t D irec
to r  o f  In d u str ie s  has o n e  In sp ec to r u n d er h im . T h e  m ain  
function  o f  th is  office is to  lo o k  in to  the  w ork ing  o f  the  
existing industries (heavy un its) situated  in  the  d istric t. T he 
requ irem ent o f  raw  m ateria ls, spare p a rts  an d  cap ita l m achinery 
a re  assessed, genuine an d  registered industria l un its  a re  recom 
m ended  fo r g ran t o f  im p o rt licence fo r raw  m aterials a n d  spare 
p arts , etc. C asu a l inspections a re  m ade by  th is office to  see the  
ra te  o f  p ro d u c tio n , w ork ing  o f  p la n t m achinery a n d  o th er 
relevant m atte rs.

T he cases fo r  se tting  u p  new  u n it industry  in  th e  d is tric t are 
a lso  being  sp o i^ o red  by  th is  office. T hey  are scrutin ized an d  ins
pected by  th is  office an d  then  recom m ended to  the au thorities 
concerned  fo r g ran ting  perm ission. A pplications are received 
in  prescribed  saleable “ A ”  form s available in  th is  office. T his 
office is responsib le fo r the  developm ent o f  industries in  the 
d istric t.

T h e  office o f  th e  A ssistan t D irec to r o f  Industries h as  also  
tw o  o th e r  establishm ents such  a s  (1) T he D istric t W eaving School,
P h u lh a t a n d  (ii) P eripate tic  W eaving School, T aran ja.

T he D istric t W eaving School has one H ead  M aster. U n d er 
h im  there a re  tw o  T ecnhical A ssistants an d  in  th e  P eripa te tic  
W eaving School there a re  one P eripate tic  In s tru c to r  a n d  tw o 
T echnical A ssistants.

T he Office o f  th e  L ab o u r In sp ec to r u n d e r th e  D irecotrat®  L atov , 
o f  L ab o u r w as established in  the  d istric t o n  th e  1st o f  F eb ru ary  
1952 w ith  one L ab o u r In sp ec to r as the  H ead  o f  the  Office an<^ 
th e  reg u la r function ing  o f  the  office s ta rted  from  Jim e, 1960.

T he L ab o u r In sp ec to r  is u n d er the  d irec t co n tro l o f  the D ep u ty  
D irec to r, L a b o u r posted  a t B ogra u n d er R a jshah i D iviaion.
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T his office adm inisters the B angladesh S hops a n d  "Estab
lishm ents A c t o f  1965 w ith in  the  m unicipal area  o f  th e  d istric t. 
Since Its inception  th e  office has been regulating  holidays, 
paym ent o f  w ag e s , leave an d  hours o f  w orks o f  persons in  shops, 
oom m erciai establishm ents, industria l estab lishm ent, establish
m en t fo r public  en tertainem ent an d  am usem ent. U n d er this 
S hops a n d  E stab lishm ent A ct th is office prov ides investigation 
and  settlem ent o f  d ispute betw een the  em ployers a n d  the ir 
em ployees fo r non-paym ent o f  wages, allow ances, over-tim e 
du ties, leave sa lary  an d  o th e r  allied m a tte rs  a s  p e r  B angladesh 
Shops an d  Establishm ent A ct an d  R ules 1951, 1953, a n d  1965 
w ith in  th e  m unicipal area  o f  D inajpur. T his office also  carries 
investigation , sits fo r conciliation  o f  d isputes an d  d raw s necessary 
proceedings against those  shopkeepers an d  em ployers w ho con
travene the  said  A cts an d  rules. Besides, fo r the d isputes arising 
o u t o f  the  non-paym ent o f  wages an d  o th er allied la b o u r m atte rs 
betw een the  em ployees an d  the  em ployers from  ou tside the  
m unicipal area  referred  to  th is office (by higher au th o rity ) are 
investigated, tried  fo r  am icable se ttlem ent th ro u g h  conciliation .

F ro m  Ju n e , 1960 u p  to  Septem ber 1965 th is  office conducted  
investigations o f  9,346 cases an d  settled d ispu ted  o f  207 cases, 
an d  set u p  68  p rosecu tion  cases to  th e  court.

Psblic Health T h e  office o f  the  Public H ealth  Engineering, D in a jp u r has
ERglseerloc. been  established in  1962 an d  is headed by one A ssistan t Engi

neer. U n d er the A ssistan t Engineer, P ublic  H ealth  th e re  a re  tw o 
overseers, one is p laced  a t  S adar subdivision an d  th e  o th e r  a t 
T hak u rg ao n  subdivision. In  th is office th e re  are also fo rty  tw o 
m echanics. T he function  o f  th is  office is m ainly ru ra l w ater 
supply  an d  san ita tion . B ut som etim es th is  office a lso  looks 
after the  w ate r supply  an d  san ita tion  in  th e  m unicipal to w n  o f  
D inajpur. T here is scarcity o f  pure  d rink ing  w ater in  the  
d istrict. So, the  P ublic  H ealth  Engineering D ep a rtm en t su n k  
2,662 tube-w ellsin  th e  sad ar subdivision and  1,988 tu b e -w e lls ia  
T h ak u rg ao n  subdivision u p  to  1964-65.

ProTlacial
Excise.

T he office o f  the  Provincial Excise D epartm en t a t  R an g p er ia 
headed  by  one Superin tendent o f  Exercise w ho is also in -charge o f  
the  P rovincial Excise, D ina jpu r d istrict. T he Superin tendent has to  
inspect p laces o f  licensed m anufactu re o r storage. H e  has to  
exam ine, acco u n t taste , seize and  m easure, exciseable goods. 
H e has to  collect revenue on  all exciseable goods in  the  
d istric t. T here  a re  tw o Inspectors o f  Excise o f  w hom  one 
is in-charge o f  P ah a rp u r D istillery fo r p roduction  o f  M rita^  
sanjihani S u ra  a n d  the  o th er in-charge o f  ad m in is tra tio n
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o f  b o th  D in a jp u r a n d  R angpur. Besides, th e re  are fo u r  Sub- 
In spec to rs o f  w hom  one is s ta tioned  a t  P arb a tip u r w are house 
fo r  issuing coun try  sp irit, ganja  a n d  bhang  an d  the  o th er th ree 
a re  s ta tioned  a t th ree  circles nam ely Sadar, P a rb a tip u r an d  
T h ak u rg o an . T here  are sixteen Excise Sepoys d istribu ted  in 
different offices in  th e  d istrict.

T he sources o f  revenue o f  provincial excise a re  coun try  
sp irit, m olasses, co u n try  ferm ented  liq u o r {pachawi, Tari), m alt 
liq u o r C o u n try  m ade an d  im ported  beer), w ines an d  spirits^includ- 
ing  m edicated  w ine {M ritasanjibani S ura ), com m ercial spirits 
(rectified sp irit an d  m ethylated  spirit) op ium , hem p drugs {ganja 
a n d  bhang), m iscellaneous license fee fo r dangerous d rugs, fines 
an d  forfeitures, distillery fees, recoveries from  private parties 
etc.

T he receip ts f ro m  excise have risen  steadily  over the  last 
one hun d red  years. In  1850-51 these receip ts am o u n ted  to  
R s. 47,220; in  1870-71 they w ere R s. 93,225; in  1892-93 they  had  
risen  to  R s. 1,19,546; in  1901-02 th e  to ta l receip ts w ere Rs.
1,43,481. In  1908-09 an  abnorm ally  large to ta l o f  R s. 2,76,775 
w as a tta ined . T h e  reason  fo r th is  w as th a t governm ent 
h a d  decided to  in tro d u ce  the  cen tra l distillery system  in to  
the  d istric t from  1909-10, a n d  in  consequence the re  w as very 
keen  co m p etitio n  am ongst the  liq u o r shop-keepers fo r th e  out- 
still licenses in  1908-09, in  the  hope o f  m ak ing  a  final p rofit 
before th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f  the  new  system , w hich they im agined 
w ould  m ateria lly  reduce the  gains. In  1909-10 the  receipts 
d ro p p ed  to  R s. 2,16,118 which w as, nevertheless, m o re  th a n  the  
figure o f  1907-1908. O f th is  to ta l the  sale o f  coun try  liquo r 
accoun ted  fo r R s. 99,656 o r  nearly  half. T his liq u o r was 
com m only  consum ed a lm ost entirely  by  p eo p le  m ostly  
consisting  o f  low -caste H indus f ro m  B ihar a n d  neighbouring  
tra c ts , w ho settled  in  th e  d istric t an d  w ere em ployed as agricul
tu ra l labourers, carters, a n d  railw ay collies, etc. T h e  shifting 
p o p u la tio n  o f  ea r th  w orkers an d  agricu ltu ral labourers, w ho 
cam e from  the  w est a n d  stayed fo r th e  cold w eather also con
sum ed g ood  dea l o f  coun try  liquor.

T he M uslim s consum e very little liq u o r except tari an d  n o t 
m uch  o f  th a t. In  1909-10 afte r the  abo lition  o f  the  out-still 
system , a  w are house was opened  a t P arb a tip u r from  
w hich the  ho lders o f  licenses fo r the sale o f  coun try  liq u o r 
ob ta in ed  the ir supplies. A ll th e  liq u o r issued was o f  a  certified 
streng th  an d  was so ld  to  the licensees a t a  fixed price 
inclusive o f  duty . A  sm all quan tity  o f  tari is m anufactu red  in 
th e  so u th ern  p o r tio n  o f  the  d istrict. T his is th e  on ly  locality
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w here th e  ta l  o r T oddypalm  grow  fairly  well. F erm en ted  tori 
is m ade from  th is while unferm ented  tarU w hich is consum ed 
to  som e extent, is generally m ade fro m  th e  d a te  p lam . P ak  
P ah a rp u r D istillery P roduces M ritasanjibani Sura  a t  D ina jpu r 
tow n.

295 licenses fo r coun try  sp irit a n d  28 fo r foreign liq u o r w ere 
issued in  1964-65. A  large num ber o f  licenses fo r hom e brew 
ing o f  Pachawi, a  k ind  o f  beer m ade from  rice w ere issued 
every year to  th e  S an ta l an d  C h o tan ag p u r seltters. T h e  ra te  o f  
fees was R s. 1-8-0 p e r  license p e r year an d  the  liquo r m ade  was 
supposed to  be fo r hom e consum ption  only. I t  is m ade fo r 
hom e consum ption  even now .

Sdieation. T he D istric t E duca tion  office was established on  th e  16th
O ctober 1961. I t  is headed  by one D istric t E d u ca tio n  Officer. 
T h e  inspection  o f  educational institu tions, ad m in is tra tio n  an d  
supervision o f  w orks o f  officers u n d er h im  are h is functions.

U n d er th e  D istric t E duca tion  Officer th e re  is o n e  D istric t 
Inspec to r o f  Schools, tw o  Subdivisional E d u ca tio n  Officers, one 
a t S adar and  the  o ther a t T hakurgaon , an d  one D istric t O rga
nizer o f  Physical E ducation  a t  Sadar. T here  are  th irteen  th a n a  
E ducation  Officers and  fifteen A ssistan t S ub-Inspectors o f  Schools. 
A t K otw ali, P arb a tip u r, T haku rgoan , B oda, P anchagarh  and  
N aw abganj there a re  one T h an a  E ducation  Officer an d  o n e  A ssis
ta n t .^Inspector o f  Schools in  each.

T here is one T h a n a  E duca tion  Officer a t each  o f  th e  follow ing 
places :

K hansam a, H ak irapur, B irol, K aharo le , T h ak u rg o an , A tw ari, 
P irganj, T etu lia  an d  D ebiganj. D ue  to  th e  shortage o f  the 
num ber o f  th a n a  E ducation  Officers, one A ssistant S ub-Inspec to r 
o f  S chool has been p laced a t  each  o f  th e  follow ing th an as: 
C h irirb an d ar, B irganj, P h u lb ari, jB ochaganj, B aliadangi, H aripu r 
an d  P anchagarh .

W.P. & i .  T he W .P . & I. D epartm en t is (rep resen ted  by one Executive
Engineer, Buildings D ivision. T he office o f  the  Executive Engineer, 
Buildings, w as established in  O ctober 1962 fo r  co n stru c tio n  an d  
m ain tenance o f  G overnm ent buildings.

In  Building D ivision, excepting the  Executive E ngineer th e re  
a re  th ree  A ssistan t Engineers, eleven sectional officers, tw o 
estim ators and  tw o draftsm en.

Roads aod Higb- ' R o ad s an d  H ighw ays D ivision o f  R .W . &  R .T . D ep a rt-  
m e n t D in a jp u r, ’ is headed by  one Executive E ng ineer, R o a d s  an d  
H ighw ays. T h is  div ision is d iv ided in to  th ree  E ng ineering
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subdiv isions nam ely , D in a jp u r S adar, T h ak u rg o an  and  A tw ari 
e a c h  in -charge o f  a  Subdivisional E ng ineer (A ssistan t E ngineer).
T h ere  a re  e igh t S ectional Officers, fo u r a re  a t  S adar subdivi
s io n , th re e  a t  T h ak u rg o a n  subdiv ision  a n d  one a t  A tw ari.

T h ere  is one D iv isional F o re s t office headed  by  a  D ep u ty  P o r « t t .

C h ie f  F o re s t Officer w ith  h is h ead q u arte rs  a t  M ission R o ad ,
D in a jp u r. T here  are th re e  subdiv isional fo rest officers. O ne is 
a t ta c h e d  to  th e  D iv isional office, one is in -charge o f  affo resta tion , 
s tu d y  an d  survey  schem es an d  th e  o th e r  p o sted  a t 
N az irh a t fo rest subdivision in  R ajshah i u n d e r  Bide schem e.
T h is D iv isional office h as  u n d e r i t  seven R ange offices w ith  one 
R a n g e  Officer in  each. T here  are tw o R ange offices— C h ark a i 
an d  T h ak u rg o a n  in  D in a jp u r. E ach  R an g e  office consists o f  
several b e a ts  in -charge o f  one D ep u ty  R a n g e r w ith  several 
fo re s t g u ard s  in  a  b ea t. In  C h a rk a i R an g e  th e  b ea ts  a re B h a -  
d u r ia , N aw abgan j, M ad d ap u ra , L o h an ip ara , B aban ipur, a n d  in 
T h ak u rg o a n  R ange— S hingra , B irganj, P anchagarh , T etu lia ,
A n jam k h o ra , Jag d a l an d  one H ead q u a rte rs  b ea t. T here  is one 
in d ep en d en t b e a t a t  D h arm ap u r. T here is one to u r is t cen tre  a t  
R am sag ar under o n e  D epu ty  R an g er (C ura to r).

T h e  A gricu ltu re  D irec to ra te  was rep resen ted  in  the  d is tric t A g r i c i l t i r e ,  

by  a  D is tric t A gricu ltu ra l Officer. B u t since second M arch  1970, 
under th e  governm en t no tifica tion  N o . A gri/4A -8068-part-I/3Q 3 D i r e c t o r a t e ,  

th e  D irec to ra te  w as divided in to  E x ten tio n  an d  M anagem ent 
D irec to ra te , an d  R esearch  an d  E ducasion  D irec to ra te . In  the  
E x ten tio n  an d  M anagem en t side the  D istric t is represen ted  by  a  
D istric t A g ricu ltu ra l Officer. He has to  tra in  up , d em o n stra te , 
educate , gu ide an d  co -o p era te  w ith  the  farm ers to  im prove the 
c ro p  p ro d u c tio n  a n d  thereby  the  econom ic cond ition  o f  the  
farm ers.

U n d er th e  D is tr ic t A g ricu ltu ra l Officer th e re  are th ree  Sub
d iv is ional A g ricu ltu ra l O fficers; one is a ttach ed  to  the  d is tric t 
h ea d q u a rte rs  to  assist th e  D is tr ic t A g ricu ltu ra l Officers an d  o f  
th e  o th e r  tw o one is a t sad ar a n d  the  o th e r  is a t T h ak u r
g o an  Subdivision.

T here  a re  one p la n t  p ro te c tio n  In sp ec to r an d  one A ssistan t 
p la n t p ro tec tio n  In sp ec to r  p laced in  th e  d is tric t to  inspect the  
w orks o f  insecticide a n d  fungicide.

Besides, th e re  a re  one A ssis tan t s ta tis tic ian  to  evolve a new 
m eth o d  o f  c ro p  es tim a tio n , sam ple survey and u tiliza tio n  o f  land  
a n d  one H o rticu ltu ra l O verseer to  grow  m ore fru its  by d is trib u 
tin g  m ore suckers an d  g ra fts  am ong  the  cu ltivato rs.
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T h ere  a re  2 3 T h a n a  A g ricu ltu re  Officers, 22 P la n t P ro tectioai 
A ssistan ts , 22 S pray M echanics, 153 V . A . P . L-A *, 35 M ukad-  
dam , tn irteen  F ield  m en an d  one A ud iov isua l U n it O pera to r.

T here  are 22 th a n a  seed sto res, one cen tra l seed s to re , tw o 
in term ediary  godow n, one b ig  godow n an d  149 un ion  seed 
sto res in  th is d is tric t in  1965.

As m e th o d  dem onstra tions  an d  resu lt dem onstra tions are the 
tw o etfeclive m eans o f  in tro d u c in g  and  p ro p ag a tin g  new  an d  
im proved practices, 167 R . D . farm s an d  1,633 R . D . p lo ts  
w ere established in 1965. T o  encourage th e  villagers to  g row  m ore 
food  prizes to  the  value o f  R s. 9,150-00 were aw arded  to  the  
best grow ers d u rin g  1965.

T o  irriga te  th e  soil 4 m ino r Irrig a tio n  schem es were executed 
du ring  1965.

In  the  R esearch  and E duca tion  side the d is tric t is re
p resen ted  by one Soil F e rtility  A ssistan t to  educate th e  cu lti
v a to rs  by  show ing th e  effect o f d iffe ren t types o f  fertilizers o n  
different c ro p s  an d  varieties with different doses on  different 
n a tu re  o f soil.

T h e  office o f  the  D istric t P isc icu ltu re  Officer was estab lished  
in  the d is tric t in  the  year 1949 w ith a  view to  a ttrac tin g  the  
people o f  th is  d istric t tow ards p isciculture. D em o n stra tio n  and  
supplying o f  quality  fry  am ong  the  ta n k  ow ners are th e  m ain  
fu n ctio n  o f  th is  office.

T h e  D istric t P iscicu lture Officer is the  head  o f  th e  office 
w ho has to  perfo rm  the  fu n c tio n s to  opera te  expanded recla
m ation  scheme, N ursery  F ish  F a rm , F ish  Seed M ultip lica tion  
F arm , D em o n s tra tio n  F ish  F arm , to  supply q u a lity  fry  am o n g  
the  in te rested  p isc icu ltu rists, to  inspect p rivate  ta n k s  and  to  
give technical advice regard ing  pisciculture.

U n d er the  D istric t P isciculture Officer there are fo u r T h a n a  
Fishery Officers an d  th ree F ish  C u ltu re  A ssistan ts. O f the T h a n a  
F ishery  Officers tw o are posted  a t S adar, one a t  P a rb a lip u r, one 
a t  T h ak u rg ao n  an d  am ong  th e  th ree  F ish  C u ltu re  A .ssistan ts ,one 
is posted  a t S etabgan j, one a t P anchagarh  an d  one a t C h ark a i. 
T here  a re  fo u r F ield m en wtiose m ain  function  is to  survey th e  
ta n k s o f  th is  D istric t an d  to  request th e  ta n k  ow ners to  reclaim  
th e ir  ta n k s an d  to  cu ltiva te fishes therein.

T his office earned  the revenue o f  R s. 208-37 in  1950, R s. 
4,646-06 in  1960 and  R s. 17,345-45 in  1964.

T he d istric t ru n s in  deficit regarding fish p ro d u ctio n  an d  has 
to  depend  u p o n  the  ou tside supply  a t least fo r som e m onths o f  
the year.
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T here is  one D istric t A nim al H usband ry  officer w ho is res- Animal
ponsible fo r th e  im provem ent o f  ca ttle  an d  poultry , and  pi even- ofl8c«. 
t io n  an d  cure o f the ir diseases. U n d er the D istric t A nim al 
H usband ry  Officer th e re  a re  tw o  Subdivisional A n im al H us
b an d ry  Oflficers; o n e  is a t  th e  S adar subdivision and  the o ther 
is a t  T hak u rg ao n  subdivision. T he Subdivisional A nim al H u s
b an d ry  Officer, S adar, has to  supervise the  field sta ff a n d  the 
sa d a r  veterinary  h o sp ita l a t D in a jp u r tow n. T he S ub
d iv is ional an d  T h a n a  offices are all ru n  by  th e  Z eia  
C ouncil, D ina jpu r. U n d er th e  A nim al H usbandry  Officer,
S ad ar, there is one T h an a  A nim al H usbandry  Officer a t K otw ali 
to  ru n  th e  hosp ita l an d  there is one veterinary field assistan t in 
charge o f  vaccination  w orks.

U n d er the  S adar S ubdiv ision  th e re  are one V eterinary  Field 
A ssistan t a n d  one C om pounder in  G h o ra g h a t; one V eterinary  
F ie ld  A ssistan t an d  one C om pounder a t N aw abganj ; one V eteri
nary  F ie ld  A ssistan t a t H ak im pur, one T h an a  A nim al H u sb an 
d ry  Officer an d  one V eterinary  F ield  A ssistan t a t P hu lbari. These 
Officers d o  th e  vaccination  w o rk  an d  ru n  one d ispensary  in  each 
s ta tio n . T here  is one T h an a  A nim al H usband ry  Officer a t 
P a rb a tip u r; one T h a n a  A nim al H usbandry  officer, one V eteri
nary  F ield  A ssistan t an d  one C om pounder a t R a n ish a n k a il; 
o n e  T h an a  A nim al H usb an d ry  Officer a t  K ah a ro le ; one T h an a  
A nim al H usband ry  Officer a n d  one V eterinary  F ield  A ssistan t 
a t  P an ch ag arh ; one T h an a  A nim al H usbandry  Officer an d  one 
V eterinary  F ield  A ssistan t a t  B oda; one T h an a  A nim al H us
b and ry  Offir'^r a t ha liadang i; Hu'^^^^dry__________
Officer a n d  one V eterinary  F ield A ssistant a t  P irganj. In  each 
o f  these s ta tio n s th e  T h an a  A nim al H usbandry  Officer an d  the 
V eterinary  F ield  A ssistan t are responsible fo r the  trea tm en t o f  
ca ttle  an d  pou ltry  diseases an d  the ir vaccination  w ork.

In  th e  S adar subdivision  there are also one V eterinary  Field 
A ssistant an d  one C om pounder a t each  o f  the  follow ing places 
C h irirb an d ar, D ebiganj, B irole, K hansham a H arip u r an d  A tw ari.

A t T h ak u rg o an  subdivision there are o ne Subdivisional A nim al 
H usbandry  Officer and  one V eterinary F ield  A ssistant posted  w ith  
th e  responsibility  o f  th e  trea tm en t o f  an im al diseases a n d  vacci
na tio n  w ork . A t Bochaganj o f  this subdivision th e re  is one 
V eterinary  F ie ld  A ssistan t fo r vaccination  works.

The office o f  th e  A ssistan t R egistrar, C o-operative Societies, Co-opera«Te 
was established in  the  d istric t in  1946 fo r o r g a n i^ d o n  and  
reg istra tion  o f  C o-operative Societies, au d it, inspecLon and  
general supervision o f  C o-operative Societies, im plem entation  o f  
th e  principles o f  C o-opera tion  an d  fo rm ation  o f  policies thereon  
in  the  d istrict.
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N ext to  the A ssistan t R egistrar, C o-operative Societies, w ho 
is in  overall charge o f  o rgan ization  a n d  reg is tra tio n  o f  Co
opera tive  Societies, there are one D istric t A u d ito r in-charge o f  
th e  au d it o f  the  C o-operative Societies, tw o Subdivisional C o
operative Officers o f  w hom  one posted  a t  th e  S ad ar Subdivision 
and  the  o th er a t T hakurgaoo .

T here  are  nine Inspectors o f  C o-operative Societies, one is in  
aud it a n d  is a ttached  to  headquarte rs, tw o are a t T hakurgaon  
fo r sugarcane societies, th ree are posted  as executive officers, 
o f  w hom  tw o are in  the C en tra l B anks an d  one in  C o-operative 
L an d  M ortgage B ank. O ne In spec to r is posted  a s  M an ag e r o f  the  
P arb a tip u r C en tra l C o-operative Sale an d  Supply Society L td.

T here are 22 A ssistan t Inspectors o f  C o-operative Societies 
w ork ing  a s  T h an a  C o-operative Officers.

Tw o A ssistan t Inspec to rs a re  w ork ing  as M anagers o f  th e  
C en tra l C o-operative M ulti-purpose Societies, te n  A ssistan t 
In spec to rs a re  w orking fo r developm ent o f  Sugarcane G row ere’ 
C o-operative Societies in  T h ak u rg o an  Subdivision and  tw o  A ssis
ta n t Inspectors have been w orking  as the  Executive Officers o f  
(he C o-operative R ice M ills.

T he am o u n t o f  incom e during  1964-65 w as R s. 5 ,463-50 
(realized as aud it cess assessed upon  th e  societies) an d  expendi
tu re  w as R s. 1,37,673-84.

T he to ta l num ber o f  C o-operative Societies in  th e  d istric t w as 
273 in  1 65. O f these there are 2 C en tra l B anks, 3 C en tra l C o
operative M ulti-purpose Societies, 5 o th er C en tra l Societies, an d  o f  
th e  P rim ary  Societies, 1 L and  M ortgage B ank , 1 Sale an d  Supply 
Society. 1 U rb a n  Societies, 17 C onsum er’ C o-operative S tores, 
20  Sugarcane G row ers’ C o-operatives Societies, 10 W eavers’ 
C o-operatives Societies, 4 F isherm en’s C o-operative Societies, 15 
Special T ype Societies, 151 U n io n  C o-operative Societies, and  
40 S h a h o ya k  an d  Sharbarah  Societies (1965).

O u t o f  th e  above m entioned Societies the  follow ing Societies 
have been taken  u n d er developm ent schem e:— tw o C en tra l C o
opera tive  B anks, tw o C en tra l C o-operative M u ltip u rp o se  Societies, 
th ree  o th e r  C en tra l Societies, one C o-operative L and  M o rtg ag e  
B ank, 34 U n io n  C o-opera tive  M ultipu rpose  Societies, 8 W eavers’ 
C o-opera tive  a n d  20 Sugarcane G row ers’ C o-operatives.

F09d. T h e  food  D ep a rtm en t in  th e  d is tric t is u n d er one D is tric t
C on tro lle r. T h e  office was estab lished  in  th e  d is tric t in  1943 
w ith  o n e  Civil S upp ly  Officer an d  in  1946 i t  w as re-organised 
in  p resen t s tru c tu re  w ith  one D istric t C on tro ller o f  food  as the 
head  o f  the  office in  the  d is tric t w ith  th e  fu n ctio n  o f  S to rage,
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D is tr ib u tio n  a n d  P ro cu rem en t o f  food-stufifs such  as rice, paddy , 
w heat p ro d u c ts , su g a r, sa lt, m u s ta rd  seed, m u s ta rd  oil an d  tea.
U n d e r th e  D is tric t C o n tro lle r  o f  F o o d  th e re  are tw o  Subdivisio- 
na l C o n tro lle rs  o f  w hom  o n e  is a t  D in a jp u r h ea d q u a rte rs  an d  the  
o th e r  is a tT h a k u r g a o n ;  fo u r C h ie f  In sp ec to rs  o f  w hom  tw o ac t 
as p a y in g  officers. O ne is p o s ted  a t  D in a jp u r h e a d q u a rte rs  and  
th e  o th e r  is a t  T h ak u rg ao n . O f  th e  o th e r  tw o  Inspec to rs, one is 
a t  D in a jp u r an d  th e  o th e r  is a t  T h ak u rg ao n . T h e  C h ie fln sp e c -  
to rs  in spect local su p p ly  d ep o t, ho ld  enqu iry  aga inst p rofiteers 
sm ugglers, h o ard e rs , check m arke t price an d  supervise th e  d istri
b u tio n  o f  fo o d g ra in  an d  w ork  o f  th e  officer-in-charge, local 
supp ly  d e p o t an d  th e  T h a n a  In spec to rs . T h ere  a re  20 T h a n a  
In sp e c to rs  p laced  a t  th a n a  level an d  17 officers-in-charge and  
3 sto re-keepers in  a  local supply  d ep o ts . T h e  officers*in-charge 
o f  th e  local supply  d ep o ts  receive an d  d is trib u te  the fo o d 
s tu ff  a g a in s t th e  m ovem en t a n d  delivery o rders. T h e  T h a n a  
In sp e c to rs  a re  responsib le  to  supervise th e  p ro p er d is tr ib u tio n  
o f  s to c k s  to  th e  consum ers a n d  to  v isit th e  hats  and  bazars 
reg u la rly  to  apprise  the  a u th o rity  o f  th e  m arke t co n d itio n  and  
to  h o ld  enqu iries under an ti-h o ard in g  orders, to  check th e  accoun ts 
o f  licenses a n d  to  re p o rt any possib le sm uggling  an d  hoard ing .
T hey a lso  a rran g e  p ro cu rem en ts  o f  stocks, seize stocks w here
necessary and  Inform  th e  authorities- ___________________

T P ere  a re  9 '  r ice  m ill in sp e c to rs : 6 fo r  sa d a r  an d  3 fo r 
T h ak u rg ao n . T hey  observe th e  ac tiv ities o f  th e  48 m a jo r rice 
m ills an d  o f  a b o u t 200 p ad d y  h u sk in g  rice m ills. T hey  super
vise th e  b u sk in g  o f  p ad d y  in  th e  m ills, assess th e  q u a litie s  o f  rice 
p roduce  a n d  a rra n g e  th e  d is tr ib u tio n  o f  governm ent paddy  a n d  
lif tin g  o f  rice fro m  these Miills. T hey  p articu la rly  supervise the 
b o iling  o f  p ad d y  so  th a t over-boiling  o r  u n d er bo iling  does n o t 
adversely affect th e  q uality  o f  rice.

T h e  d ifferen t ra te s  o f  foodgra ins in  1965 a r e :  rice a t 
R s. 2 6 '4 0 , a t ta  a t  R s. 17-20, w heat a t  R s. 14-80, s a l ta t  R s.8 -83 , 
flour an d  su ji a t  R s . 24 -40  an d  p addy  a t R s .l7 -6 0 p e rm a u n d .

T h e  q u a n tity  o f  fo o d g ra in  d istribu ted  by  the  F o o d  D ep artm en t 
i n  1965 is a s  fo lllow s— rice 1,61,251 m ds., p addy  951 m ds., w heat 
2,89,053 m ds. flour 1,424 m ds. 26 sr., sa lt 97,155 m ds. and  
sugar 44,700 m ds.

A  field office o f  E ast P ak is tan  B uraeu  o f  S ta tistics was of
estab lished  in  N ovem ber 1968 u n d er th e  d irect co n tro l o f  the  Statistics. 
R eg io n a l Survey Office o f  B ureau o f  S tatistics, R an g p u r.
T h e  fu n ctio n  o f  th is  office is to  p rep a re  an n u a l census o f  
m anufac tu ring  In d u stries  u n d er In d u stria l S tatistics A c t o f  1942
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Ag;ric«ltiirsl 
Income T*x.

In c o m e  X ox .

an d  the  C ensus o f  M an u fac tu rin g  In d u stries  R u les 1955; to  co m 
pile  a  D irec to ry  o f  E stab lishm en t fo r th e  D is tr ic t H ea d q u arte rs  
an d  m a k in g  i t  u p -to -d a te  a n n u a lly ; to  co n d u c t a d  hoc  sam ple 
survey o r  s ta tis tica l m a tte rs ;  to  co llect prices o f  com m odities and  
w age ra tes  o f  A g ricu tlu ra l, In d u s tr ia l an d  F ishery  w orkers  and  
to  assist th e  D is tr ic t A d m in is tra tio n  a n d  local bod ies in  s ta tis tica l 
m atters.

T he office was estab lished  in  1945 in  th e  d is tr ic t h ead ed  by 
one A g ricu ltu ra l Incom e T ax  Officer, D in a jp u r  R an g e , D inajpu r. 
T he fu n c tio n  o f  th is  office is to  assess th e  A g ricu ltu ris ts  to  levy 
ta x  w ho possess m ore th a n  th ir ty  acres o f  khash  land .

The revenue earned by this office in  1964.
R s.

8.22,500
1.628

200
34.878

7,110

(a) A g ricu ltu ra lln c o m e-T ax
(b ) U rb an  Im m ovable P ro p erty  T ax
(c) Taxes o n  advertisem ent on  cinem a slides
(d) Ju te T a x
(e) T o ll on  fre ig h ts  o n  goods carried  by ro ad  and  

m o to r  vehicles.
(f)  F inance T ax  (U n d er E ast B engal F inance A ct, 44,414 

1950).

T h e  office o f  the  Incom e T ax  C ircle, D in a jp u r is headed  by 
one Incom e T ax  Officer. He has th e  fu n c tio n  o f  m ak in g  assess
m e n t an d  o f  receiv ing revenue u n d er Incom e-T ax  A c t. T h ere  
is one Incom e T ax  In sp ec to r w ho in v estig a te  th e  cases fo r 
assessm ent.

U p  to  1957 Incom e T ax  C ircle, D in a jp u r w as ta g g e d  w ith  the  
d is tric t o f  B ogra. B u t afte r th a t  i t  h as been sep ara ted  w ith  one 
Incom e T ax  office in  each . T he sources o f  incom e, th e  am o u n t 
o f  co llec tion  an d  to ta l  dem ands u n d er d iffe ren t heads in  1964-65 
are  a s  fo llow s: T he dem and  was R s. 11.57,222, c u rre n t co llec
tio n  w as R s. 5,10,288, a rre a r  co llection  w as R s. 1,57,952 an d  the  
to ta l wa* R s. 6,68,240.

I n  th e  sam e year th e  dem and  o f  sale ta x  w as R s. 43,421. 
cu rren t co llection  was R s. 7,968, a rrea r collection w as R s. 15,872 
and  the to ta l w as R s. 23,840.

T h e  F inance S upp lem entary  A c t d em an d  w as R s. 63,162, 
eu rren t co llec tion  w as R s. 4,285, a rre a r  collection w as R s . 7,383 
au d  th e  to ta l  w as R s . 11,668.

Central Excjie T he office o f  the  C en tra l Excise an d  L and  C u s to m  is headed  
Ctatwn!*^ by  o n e  S uperin tenden t w ith  h is h ead q u arte rs  a t  D in a jp u r p roper.

U n d er th e  S uperin tenden t o f  C en tra l Excise an d  L an d  C ustom  
th ere  a te  fo u r D epu ty  S uperin tenden ts and  fo rty -e igh t Inspectors.
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he S uperin tenden t excepting h is  functions o f  d raw ing an d  
d isbu rsing  o f  p ay  o f  the sta ff posted  in  the d istric t w ith in  his 
ju risd ic tio n  h a s  also  to  u n d ertak e  to u r  fo r fifteen days in  a  
m o n th  fo r  inspection  a n d  supervision o f  w o rk  o f  the  sub o rd in a te  
un its such as R anges L .C . sta tions an d  preventive u n its  etc.
H e h as  also  to  co n d u c t auc tion  o f  confiscated goods. H e  is 
also  to  ad jud ica te  seizure cases b o th  o f  C en tra l Excise an d  L and  
C ustom  goods after observing existing p rocedu re .

O f  the  fou r D epu ty  Superin tendent one is posted  a t th e  head
q u arte rs  as D epu ty  Superin tendent, sub-circle. H is function  
is to  assist th e  Superin tendent in  ru n n in g  the  w ork  o f  th e  Circle.
W h en  th e  D epu ty  superin tenden ts a re  posted  a t sub-circles 
having ju risd ic tio n  over a  num ber o f  R anges they  are designated  
as A ssistan t C ircle Officer. The D ep u ty  Superin tendents, 
sub-circles, are to  conduct inspection  o f  th e  R anges, a u c tio n  o f  
seized exciseable goods, an d  m aking enquiries o n  b eh a lf  o f  
th e  Superin tendent. T hey  a lso  check rep o rts , re tu rn s and  
diaries, T .A . bills, etc. o f  the  R ange Officers.

T here a re  fo u r L and  C ustom s sta tions w ith in  th is circle o u t 
o f  w hich H illi a n d  B irol L an d  C ustom s sta tions are im p o rtan t.
T h e  D epu ty  S uperin tenden ts a re  p o s te d  to  th ese  sta tions w ith  
Inspec to rs an d  w hen a t L and  C ustom  sta tio n  they  are 
in  charge o f  o verall fu n r t ion o f-H ie  s ta iibm  T h ^  a re  to  m ake 

goods b o th  fo r im p o rt an d  ex p o rt an d  auc tion  
seized perishab le goods, A t baggage s ta tio n  like H illi and  
B irol they  supervise the  checking o f  passengers’ baggage.

T h ere  a re  te n  R anges in  the  different places in  the  d istric t 
an d  th e  In spec to rs a re  posted  in  the R ange offices. T h e  du ty  
o f  th e  Inspec to rs is to  m ake assessm ent o f  exciseable goods such 
a s  to b acco  etc . T hey  a lso  p erfo rm  p a tro l d u ty  in  ha ts, im p o rta n t 
roads etc. to  check th e  flow o f  non-du ty  p a id  exciseable goods 
from  being sm uggled. T hey  also  check  foods fo r  con traven tion  
o f  co n tro l under Excise Laws.

T here  a re  five preventive un its a t the  different places in  the  
d is tric t under one Preventive Inspec to r. T h e  Inspectors are 
to  undertake extensive to u r  in  th e  m ufassil area  inc lud ing  
im p o rtan t ha ts, river rou tes, etc. to  check m ovem ent o f  n o n -d u ty  
p a id  exciseable goods an d  to  ch eck  sm uggling o f  goods o u t o f 
B angladesh. In  th is  p rocess they  m ake frequen t seizures. T here  is one 
In telligence Inspec to r posted  a t th e  circle h eadquarte rs  to  collect 
in fo rm a tio n  o f  m odes o f  op era tio n  o f  sm uggling and  pass 
it  o n  to  the  S uperin tenden t to  ro o t o u t sm uggling.

19
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T he Inspec to rs posted  a t the  L and  C ustom  sta tio n  are to  
ch eck  luggage o f  incom ing and  ou tgo ing  passengens. T hey  also  
m a k e  assessm ent o f  goods m ean t fo r im p o rt and  export.

T here are tw o sugar mills in  th is  circle, one a t Setabganj and  
th e  o th e r a t  T hakurgaon . one Inspector is posted in  each  o f  
th e  factories. T h e  Inspec to r rem ains in -charge o f  the  mill 
fac to ry  fo r pu rpose o f  assessm ent checking an d  clearance o f  
m an u fac tu red  cxciscable goods on  paym ent o f  duty .

D ifferent sources o f  revenue com ing to  th is  D ep a rtm en t with 
th e  taxab le item s an d  the ir ra te  o f  assessm ent:

(a) T he m ain  source o f  revenue is excise du ty  realized from
excis able com m odities and  custom s du ty  realized  from  
goods im ported  into and  exported  from  Rangia' 'esh.

(b) The taxable item s o f  excis able com m odities falling w ith in
th is circle are non-m anufac tu rcd  ta b a c -o ,s o a p , sugar, 
areated  w ater. T he m ain  item s o f  expo rt from  th is  
d istric t a re  raw  ju te , h ides a n d  those o f  skin and  
the item s o f  im port a re  m edicines, m achinery  parts , 
spices, varnishes hiri leaves, an d  coal. etc.

(c) T he ra te  o f  du ty  o f  th e  item s are as as fo llow s:—

Kxciseahle commodifies.
(1) T obacco . .  . .  . .  00 -60  paisa per Ib-
(2) Sugar . .  . .  . .  14-00 per cwt.
(31 A jeated  w ater . .  . .  . .  00-03 per bottle.

T he P osta l D epartm en t in  th e  d istric t is headed by one 
P ostm aster u n d er w hom  there are th ree Inspectors, one is 
a t  sadar, one a t T haku rgaon  an d  one a t P arbatipur.

T here a re  20 sub-post offices w ith  one sub-postm aster in  
each. These a re  a t B irganj, Boda, D ebiganj, D inajpur, R a jba ti, 
N d h p u r, N a iu n  B azar, P arbatipu r, P ak  Hilli, P a tn ita la , Phulbari, 
D istric t P rim ary E ducation  B oard, P anchagarh , P irganj, S etab
ganj, Shibganj, T hakurgoan  ro ad , D inajpur H ousing E sta te , 
an d  D inajpu r Bazar. There are th ree assistan t post m asters 
placed a t the head post office, D in a jp u r; eleven overseers o f  
w hom  th ree a re  a t D inajpur head post-office, 2 a t P a rb a tip u r, 
2 a t T hakurgaon , 1 a t N ithpu r, 1 a t P irganj, 1 a t P anchagarh , 
an d  1 a t N . B. Line N ilpham ari (R an g p u r d istrict). T here are 
tw o b ranch  post offices in-charge o f  one I ranch  post-m aster in  
each situated  one a t Z ihanpur and  th e  o th e r is a t P an tabari 
and  there a re  151 ex tra  departm en tal b ranch offices in  charge 
o f  one post m aster in  each. T here  a re  tw o H ead P ost-m an , 
one is sta tioned  a t D in a jp u r an d  the  o th er is a t T h ak u rg ao n

post office
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T h :re  a re  18 p u b li:  te lephone call o lh :es, 12 te l-g ra p h  officJs 
an d  2  d .p a r 'm  n tal boths.

T he W A P D A  D ivision. D in a jp u r is headed by one E xecu tive  W a p d a  
Engineer. U n d er him  there a re  four Subdivisional Officers o f  w hom  
th ree w ork  in th ree ngincering subdivisions o f  D ina jpu r, the o th er 
is p laced in R a n g p u r under the  D ina jpu r W A P D A  Subdivision 
N o . IV. T here is also  one A ssistant Engineer and one A ssistan t 
T echnical Officer a ttached  to  D ina jpu r W A P D A  D ivision. Besides, 
there are nine sectional officers in  the  d is tric t; one a t  D in a jp u r 
section  I an d  II, one u n d er D in a jp u r W A P D A  S ubdivision I, 
one a t D ina jpu r section I (sm all) , one a t T hak u rg ao n  section 
(sm all) under D inajpur W A P D A  Subdivisions T I, one a t P ancha- 
g a rh  section, one a t T hak u rg ao n  section u n d er D ina jpu r W A P D A  
Subdivision III, Panchagarh . (T hree w ork  in  R angpur.)

In  the  D ivisional W A P D A  Office there are s e v e n ' office 
assistan ts, one D ivisional A ccountan*. one E stim ato r, one D rafts
m an . one T racer and  one Blue Prin ter.

T he nam es o f  the  sm all Irriga tion  schemes in th e  ^district 
o f  D in a jp u r w ith  th e ir  e s tim a ted  cost :—

M aharan i bun d h  irriga tion  schem e R s. 29,415, Balu bundh  
irrig a tio n  schem e R s. 45,460. N arla i beel d ra in a g e  
schem e Rs. 28,167. D aibari d ra inage schem e R s. 41,246 
K u m arg a ri F erosadang i beel schem e R s. 76,599,
A shu lar beel d ra in ag e  sclr °m r —B a lb a rt

------------------3 fam ag e  schem e R s. 23.232, K achna bee!
d ra in ag e  schem e R s. 64,200, S ainagor beel d ra inage 
schem e R s. 26,224, sell c learance G h ag ra  R iver 
R s. 53,877, P a th a rg h a ia  flood em bankm en t R s. 52,326,
G h u g u d an g a  an d  S u n d ara  flood em b an k m en t 
Rs. 1,90,216, B arokola Sruchow la beel d rainage schem e 
Rs. 25,065.

G aro d an g i beel d ra in ag e  schem e R s. 22,632, Buri b u n d h  
irriga tion  schem e R s. 5,58,665, BhuIIi b u n d h  irrig a tio n  
schem e R s. 17,33,379, P a th ra j bun d h  irriga tion  schem e 
R s. 7,06,116, K anchan  beel d ra inage schem e R s.
1,66,052, H ash arp ara  B ogar beel d ra inage schem e 
R s. 27,428, M o h am m ad p u r B alibhad rapu r flood 
em b an k m en t R s. 49,612, R an g p u r M allikpu r bcel 
d ra inage schem e R s. 93,786, Salnala b e d  d ra in ag e  
schem e R s. 67,730, K um arnai bun d h  schem e Rs>
2,62,700, G a ib an d h a  Tow n p ro tec tion  R s. 2,56,368,
B am andanga bee) d ra inage schem e Rs. 23,953, B otla- 
gari beel d ra inage scheme R s. 17,015, T o g ra ih a t
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N ag d a r beel d ra inage schem e R s. 29,368, N u ru la rb ee l 
d ra in ag e  scheme R s. 82,367, S ingim ari beel d rainage 
schem e R s. 1,17,906, s tra ig h tin in g  the loop  channel 
o f  R iver C h a g o t R s. 20,450, K a tie r  beel d ra inage 
schem e R s. 77,297. K ashdaha bee! d ra in ag e  schem e 
R s. 62,784, N ivashi P ag la  beel d ra in ag e  schem e R s. 
48,176, cu ttin g  d rainage channel from  N aw ad an g a  
beel u p  to  loop  o f  th e  T eesta R iver R s. 25,729, im 
provem ent o f  N abya  riv er R s. 10,51,630, S ardagari 
beel d ra in ag e  schem e includ ing  bridge-{.i,m -regulator 
Rs. 69,516, Sarala  C h a lu n ia  beel d ra in ag e  schem e 
Rs. 3,40,760, B ahagali beel d ra inage schem e Rs. 
1,69,043, P achnalakoya beel d ra in ag e  schem e R s. 
5,40,737, D eolia  D ud  K hoa beel d ra in ag e  scheme 
Rs. 3,18,050, D innahgari Ban C h ak i d ra in ag e  
schem e Rs. 93,072, S ukalinaw ashi beel d ra in ag e  
schem e R s. 88,986.

Nam es o f  schem es o f  G ro u n d  W ater D evelopm ent an d  Low- 
Life P um p Irrig a tio n  w ith  cost :

U tta r  B atina Low lift pum p  irriga tion  schem e R s. 2,03,911, 
A kcha I Rs. 1,11,947, A kcha H  R s. 1,85,507, G obin - 
dan ag ar R s. 1,44,403, S alandar R s. 1,23,715, Balia- 
d an g i R s. 1,45,122, N argun  R s. 2,89,081, P arannagar 
R s. 1,27,089, S undarban  R s. 1,73,448, F u lb o o n  Rs. 
2,14,263, S inga N ag o r R s. 3.81,116, S a ila ra  Rs. 
4,43,187, ih a n g ira  R s. 2,51,177, M ad arg an j R s.
3,19,053, K an ta n ag a r R s. 6,45,438, C h irirb an d ar 
(N o rth )  R s. 1,95,431, C h irirb an d ar (so u th ) R s. 3,10,000 
M oh o n p u r R s. 2,23, 699, G o w ripu r R s. 1,96,743,
G hugudanga R s. 2,07,500, K az ip ara  R s. 1,56,958,
K anchan  R s. 2,11,215.

N am es o f  the  G ro u n d  W ater D evelopm ent an d  L ow  L ift
Pum p Irrig a tio n  Schem e to  be com pleted  by the  W A PD A
D ivision, D in a jp u r:—

D h ajan p u r g ro u n d  w ater developm ent and  low  lif t pum p  
irrig a tio n  scheme R s.4,02,569, M ajh a ip ara  Rs.4,52,798, 
Jo g d a l R s. 1,60,248, C how ai R s. 1,68,840, M olnai 
Rs. 2,20,538, M irgarb  1, R s. 2,82,194, A hm ed N agor-I, 
Rs. 2,82,616, A hm ed F N agor-lI, R s. 2,37,390, A hm ed 
N ag o r III , R s. 2,37,145, T a lm a  R s. 1,78,867, Ja lash i 
R s. 2,44,915, N a lk u ra  R s. 1,35,058, K harifaari, 
Rs. 3,07,161, N isch in tapur R s. 2,01,021, and Bhial 
Rs. 4.24,212.
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W A P D A  C olony , D in a jp u r R s - 9,18,115.
W A P D A  C o lony , P an ch a g a rh  R s . 3,71,256.

T here  is one office o f  electricity  supply  pow er w ing, B angla- WAPDA 
desh  W A P D A  headed  by one R esiden t E ng ineer w ho is 
held responsible fo r a d m in is tra tio n  a n d  o p e ra tio n  o f  pow er p la n t  
an d  th e  co llec tion  o f  revenue.

U nder the  R esid e n t E n g in eer th e re  a re  tw o sen io r linemen* 
th ree  Ju n io r  linem en , one linem an , fou r line helpers, one diese^ 
fo rem an , th ree m echanical fitte rs , fou r p la n t o p era to rs , fou r 
A ssistan t P lan t O p era to rs , th ree m ates, tw o m e te r  readers, 
seven office assistan ts .

T h e  m a in  fu n c tio n  o f  th e  office is th e  supp ly ing  o f  electricity  
an d  co llection  o f  revenue thereof.

T h e  m o n th ly  av erag e  e lec tric ity  con su m p tio n  o f  th is u n d e rta k 
ing  is app ro x im ate ly  1,10,000 to  1,20,000 K W H  a n d  th e  ra te  o f 
electricity  is being ch a rg ed  in  case o f  lig h t and  fan  Rs.O- 37 per u n it 
w ith  a  reba te  o f  R s .O '06 if  th e  b ill is p a id  w ith in  specified tim e 
an d  in  case o f  dom estic  pow er an d  ind u stry  R s. O' 16 per u n it.

U n d er the  D irec to ra te  o f  Social W elfare there a re  tw o social Welfare 
U rban  C om m unity  D evelopm ent Projects, one a t D ina jpu r sadar 
estab lished  in  1960 an d  the  o th e r  a t  T h ak u rg o an  estab lished  pro ject. 
in F eb ruary , 1962 w ith  th e  object to  incu lca te  the  sp irit o f  self- 
help  am ong  the peop le  an d  to  enab le  them  to  understand
t heir  ow n p rob lem s an d  to  solve-th em  by the ir ow n efforts . In--------------------------
D ina jpu r S adar there a te  tw o S oc’al w elfare organizers, one m ale 
an d  one fem ale. T he m ale organizer is in-charge o f  th e  project.
U n d er this pro ject th e re  are five tra ined  m ohalla  level w orkers o f 
w hom  3 are m ale an d  2 are female. They are the field staffs 
an d  they  w ork  w ith  the families in the m ohatlas. Besides there 
a re  a  num ber o f  techn ical han d s w ho arc  locally appo in ted  by the  
social w elfare organizers fo r conducting  different program m es.

T he U rb a n  C om m unity  D evelopm ent P roject in  sad ar has 
organized a  num ber o f  vo luntary  social w elfare agencies w ithin 
the D inajpur M unic ipa l area. These organizations are :—

R am nagar U n n ay an  C lub, M odern  Body Building C lub,
B angibechapara M ohalla  Unnayan S am ity f Pa- 
h a rp u r  Sa m a j Unnayan Kencha, G o h ra p o ra  Sam aj 
Unnayan Parisad, L albag Unnayan Parisad, B aladanda 
Jubuk Sadgha, R am nagar Fem ale T ra in ing  C entre,
Lalbag  Fem ale T ra in ing  C entre, G h ash ip ara  Fem ale 
T ra in ing  C entre, K h e trip a ra  Fem ale T ra in ing  C entre,
P ah a rp u r Fem ale T ra in ing  C entre an d  B aluadanga 
Fem ale T ra in ing  C entre.
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Urban Commu
nity Develop
ment Project, 
Thakurgaon.

F o r be tte r co-ord ination  o f  all these agencies a  Project C ouncilt 
w ith  representatives from  all o rganizations and  o th e r reprc.scntatives 
fro m  Local N a tio n  Building departm en ts has been fo im ed.

A ll p rogram m es being m ostly organized on  self-help basis 
no m in a l g ran ts  a re  given from  the  governm ent fo r the ir sm ooth 
function ing . The Project receives nom inal g ran ts from  tw o sources: 
o n e  is D evelopm ent g ran t from  the governm ent and  the  o th e r is 
g ran ts-in -a id  from  the  na tional and  provincial council o f  social 
w elfare. D uring  the year 1964-65 th e  project received Rs. 13,000-30 
from  the  above m entioned sources.

T he U rb a n  C om m unity  D evelopm ent P ro ject, T h ak u rg o an , 
s ta rted  in F eb ruary  1962. It is headed  by one social welfare 
o rgan izer. T here are tw o m ale and  one fem ale M ohulla  
level w orkers. T o im part technical education  to  the  people 
au th o rities  o f  the  Project em ployed one  sewing instructress, one 
m usic  instructress, one physical in struc to r, fou r adult education  
in stru c to rs  (including one fo r relirious education), 2  adu lt 
education  instructress and one type-w riting instruc to r. The 
a re a  o f  the p ro jec t is 6  square miles w ith a  popu la tion  o f 15,000.

T he p ro jec t w ith the object o f  inculcating  the sp irit o f  self- 
help established som e -male an d  fem ale vo lun tary  agencies. O f 
th ese  th e  m ale agencies a re  N ishch in tapur Palli Umniyan Sam iii, 
S h ah an a  C lub, S arkarpara  A zad C lub, SamaJ KaHyan Sam ity , 
Adarsha M ahalla  Unnayan S a m 'iy , J innah  P ara  Som aj Unnayan 
S a m ity ,  an d  G o b in d a  N agar A dult E ducation  C entre. The 
fem ale agencies a re  B alaka W om en’.s A ssociation , A nanda 
S anga Ladies C lub, R okeya S am aj Unnayan S a m ity , M ohila  
Unnayan S c m iiy ,  T ikapara  M ohila Unnayan Sa m ity , an d S w ein g  
C en tre , M ohilapara .

T h e  vo lun tary  agencies have organized the  follow ing welfare 
p rog ram m es such as A du lt children and  religious education  
cen tres: M unsh ipara , H ajipara , S alandarpara  C entres a re  for 
m ales and  S arkarpar, T ikapara  and  G ob indanagar C entres are 
fo r females. T he Santalas o f  this P roject area  a re  learning 
Bangali language. A bou t 200 S antal boys and  girls have been 
benefited by  this. As a  resu lt there is m arked progress in them . 
C om m ercial in stitu te  like type-w riting and sh o rt-h an d  tra in ing  
cen tres have been established.

Sewing centres have been established a t S arkerpara  an d  
R efugeepara fo r fem ales, and  sewing em broidary  w ork  is being 
ta u g h t to  the  local w om en and  girls.

In 1965 th is p ro jec t received Rs. 5,000 from  the D evelopm ent 
F u n d , and  R s.5,000 from  the N ational C ouncil o f  Social W elfare
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T he H ousing  settlem ent office is headed by one Executive 
Engineer. T his office w as established in  1960 fo r th e  function  
o f  im plem enta tion  o f  p lans fo r satellite tow ns in  D ina jpu r,
R an g p u r, S aidpur a n d  P arb a tip u r. In  the  office o f  th e  E xecu
tive Engineer th e re  is one D iv isional accoun tan t, one d raftsm an , 
on e  tracer an d  one estim ator.

U n d e r the  Executive E ngineer there a re  tw o engineering 
subdivisions. O ne is located  a t  D in a jp u r sad ar a n d  th e  o th er 
is a t  S aidpur (R angpur) w ith  one A ssistan t E ngineer, and  three 
Sub-A ssistan t Engineers in  each.

T he office o f  th e  Executive Engineer receives revenue from  
som e sources such  as th e  sale p roceeds o f  schedule o f  item s 
site  p lan , h ire  charge o f  too ls and  p lan ts, h ire  charge o f  
m ateria ls, house ren ts , sale p roceed o f  p lo ts an d  houses. The 
n c o m e frc m  all these sources during  1964-65 was R s. 3,05,599.



C H A P T E R  X IV 

L O C A L  G O V E R N M E N T

T be D istric t B oard , the  U n io n  B oard  an d  the M unicipality  
o f  D in a jp u r w ere the  in stitu tions o f  L ocal Self-G overnm ent in  the 
d istric t a t the  tim e o f  P artition  in  1947. Before giving details 
o f  th e  presen t p a tte rn  o f  local G overnm ent, sh o rt accoun t o f  
th e  D istric t B oard  a n d  the M unicipality  o f  the d istric t is given 
below  fo r th e  p e rio d  beginning from  the  dates o f  the ir first 
estab lishm ent an d  ending o n  th e  dates o n  w hich they w ere re 
constitu ted  u n d er th e  provision  o f  the Basic D em ocracies 
O rd inance o f  1959.

T he D in a jp u r D istric t B oard  was established on  1st A pril, Dtitrlct Board. 
1887, u n d e r the  Bengal Local Self-G overnm ent A ct, 1885.
Previous to  th is , there was a  com m ittee u n d er the  style “ D in a j
p u r D istric t R o ad  Cess C om m ittee.”  F orm erly , the Bengal 
L ocal Self-G overnm ent A ct, 1885, also  p rovided  fo r estab lish 
m e n t o f  a  L ocal B oard  in  each subdivision an d  Local B oards 
d id  actually  exist in  undiv ided  Bengal. B u t under the  A m end
m ent A c t o f  1937 L ocal B oards were abolished an d  there re 
m ained  only  the D istric t Board.

F ro m  th e  tim e o f  its estab lishm ent in  1887 up  to  1920, the 
D istric t M ag istra te  w as the  C h a irm an  o f  the  d istric t an d  a  non
official was th e  V ice-C hairm an.

In  1888 th ere  w ere in  the  B oard  21 nom inateo , 10 official, 
11 non-official, 3 E u ropean  an d  A nglo-Ind ian  and  18 local 
m em bers. In  th a t year the  a re a  o f  th e  d is tric t w as 4,113 sq. 
m iles and  p o p u la tio n  was 15,01.349. T h e  area  inc luded  the  
p a r t  o f  D in a jp u r  n ow  in  Ind ia .

In  1896 the  p o p u la tio n  was 15,43,631 and  o f  th e  m em bers
4 w ere ex^officio, 13 nom ina ted , 35 elected , 7 official, 15 non 
official, I E u ro p e an  o r  A nglo -Ind ian  an d  21 local m em bers. 
I n  1900 th e  area  w as 3,942 sq . miles an d  the  p o p u la tio n  was 
14,70,399. O f  th e  m em bers 4 w ere ex-officio, 13 nom inated ,
5 elected , 8 officials, 14 non-officials, 2 E u ro p ean  an d  A nglo- 
In d ia n  an d  20 local.

In  1911 the  D is tric t B oard  consisted  o f  22 m em bers, o f 
V/hom th e  D istric t M ag istra te  w as ex-officio  C ha irm an , w hile 
th e  C ivil S urgeon, the  R o ad  Cess D ep u ty  C ollector, a n d  th e  
S adar D epu ty  Inspec to r o f  Schools were ex-officio  m em bers. 
E igh t m em bers were elected  by th e  L ocal B oards o f  T hak u rg ao n  
an d  B alu rghat an d  te n  w ere nom inated . D uring  1909-10 the  
■vm bcr o f  M uslim s o n  th e  B oard  was only eight. T his p o o r
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Income.

Sources of 
iBcome.

ExPeoditure.

rep resen ta tion  o f  the  M uslim  C om m unity  w hich constitu ted  
4 8 -84  p er cent, o f  the  to ta l popu la tion  can  be a ttr ib u ted  to  the 
backw ardness o f  M uslim s in  education  an d  p roperty . N early  
all the  large land  ow ners were H indus,

T he area  o f  th e  d istric t from  1900 u p  to  the tim e o f  P a rti
tio n  in  1947 rem ained the  sam e an d  the  p o p u la tio n  figure 
increased very slightly. In  1918-19 the po p u la tio n  w as 16,71,738. 
W ith  the p a rtitio n  o f  the  d istric t in  1947 the a re a  cam e d o u n  
to  2 536 sq. m iles having a population  o f  13,20,161. In  1947 
th e  D istric t B oard  consisted o f  7 official and  7 nom inated  and 8 
elected m em bers. T he to ta l incom e o f  the B oard  o n  31st 
M arch  1946 was R s .6,84,845. T h e  B oard  con tinued  function ing  
as such till 21st o f  June i960, w hen it  w as re-constitu ted  as a 
D istric t C ouncil.

D uring  the decade ending 1901-02 the  average annual 
incom e o f  the  B oard was R s.),71,500, o f  w hich Rs.83,800 was 
derived from  ro ad  cess. In  1904-05 the incom e, excluding 
the opening balance w as R s. 1,64,500, ou t o f  v-'hicli ro ad  
cess accoun ted  fo r R s.7,900 an d  G overnm ent co n trib u tio n  fo r 
Rs.18,000. In  1909-10 incom e from  all sources, excluding the 
opening  balance o f  Rs.36,000. am oun ted  to  R s.2,28,500. O f 
th is R s .1.05,000 w as realized from  ro ad  cess. R s.26,000 from  
ren t o f  pounds an d  sale proceeds o f  im pounded  cattle, R s.4,500 
from  ren t o f  ferries, while p rov ince 's revenue co n trib u tio n  was 
Rs.35,000. Ferries were no t very im p o rtan t due to  fac t 
th a t fo r som e seven m onths o f  th e  year nearly  all th e  rivers 
rem a in jd  unfit fo r navigation. There were 144 pounds from  
which a  sm all incom e w as derived. O f the  to ta l incom e from  
this source th e  sale proceeds o f  unclaim ed cattle am oun ted  to  
Rs. 10,000.

T he sources o f  incom e o f  the D istric t B oard  were cess, land 
revenue, g ran ts from  provincial revenues, p rov incial ra te s , 
in te rest, pounds, ferries, etc.

T he average annual expend itu re d u ring  th e  te n  years ending 
1901-02 was R s .1,67,000, o f  w hich R s.89,000 was spen t on  
civil w orks, R s.29,000 on  education  and  only  R s.25,000 on 
pub lic  h ea lth . T he expend itu re in  1904-05 w as R s .1,91,000, 
o u t o f  w hich civil w orks accounted  fo r R s.1,17,000, education  
R s.38,000 a n d  public  hea lth  Rs.40,000. In  1909-10 the  ex
p en d itu re  to ta lled  R s.2 ,59,000 o f  w hich R s.1,33,000 was spent 
o n  com m unications, Rs.32,500 on  education  an d  R s 12,000 on  
m edical relief. T he m ore liberal expend itu re  u n d er th e  la tte r 
head  was due to  th e  fact th a t the  local officials and  gentry  
becam e alive to  the  unhcaithiness o f  the  d is tric t as a  resu lt o f
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■which seveial new  d ispensaries w ere opened  an d  o th er m easures 
fo r com bating  disease were adop ted .

T he la ter h a lf  o f  1908 and the early  p a r t o f  th e  follow ing 
year was a  period  o f  scarcity, caused by failure o f  the au tu m n  
a n d  w in ter crops fo r w an t o f  ra in  an d  R s.46,000 and R s.32,000 
respectively were spen t on  fam ine relief opera tions during  these 
years. The heaviest expend itu re incurred  by the  D istric t B oard  
w as on  com m unications. I t  m ain ta ined  five m iles o f  m etalled 
ro ad s  and  988 miles o f  unm etalled  roads, besides 346 miles 
o f  village roads.

In  1909-10, the  num ber o f  schools u n d er the  D istric t B oard 
(b o th  m anaged  an d  a ided) ■was 770 w ith 23,496 pu p ils . O f these 
742 w ere P rim ary  schools, 10 w ere M iddle V ernacular schools, 16 
M idd le  T ng lish  schools, and  2 were IH^h E nglish  schools.

O f  th e  o rd inary  incom e o f  th e  B oard 7*02 p er cent, was 
sp en t on  m edical re lief an d  san ita tio n . It m ain ta ined  five 
d ispensaries, while seven dispensaries received substan tia l gran ts- 
In-aid. I t also  em ployed tw o supernum erary  hosp ita l assistan ts, 
w hose d u ty  was to  visit the  localities affected by cho lera  o r 
sm all-pox. T h e  B oard  m ain ta ined  a  V eterinary d ispensary  in 
the  tow n o f  D in a jp u r, an d  em ployed a n  itineran t V eterinary  
A ssistan t to  inoculate  cattle against cattle diseases.

T he h is to ry  o f  M unicipal adm in is tra tio n  in  D ina jpu r d istric t The _ _
- r ^ ii h r  > r t i T i l h i w l r  t n  t h f  y r n r  1 u/h>>n f h e  n t l l v  M u n l c i D a l i t y

o f  the  d is tric t w as estab lished  a t  D inajpur. A ccording to  th e  
la s t G azettee r o f  th e  d is tric t, pub lished  in 1911, th is  M un i
cipality  w as being adm in istered  by 15 C om m issioners o f  w hom  
five were n o m in a ted  an d  th e  rest w ere elected. T he area  
w ith in  m unicipal lim its was on ly  fou r square miles an d  the 
num ber o f  ra te  payers was 3,119 represen ting  21-8 per cent.
■of th e  p o p u la tio n . P u lh a t was also  subsequently  included in 
th e  D ina jpu r M unicipality .

In  1869-70 incom e o f  th e  M unicipality  am oun ted  to  R s.8,850 income, 
approx im ate ly  an d  the sam e am o u n t was the  expenditure fo r the  
year. In  1871, th e  gross m unicipal revenue o f  the tow n was 
re tu rned  a t R s.6,272 approxim ately  and  th e  expenditure a t Rs.7,585 
ap p ro x im ate ly ; average ra te  o f  m unicipal taxa tion  w as 7 an n a s  
S pies p e r head o f  the popu la tio n . T he M unicipality  m ain ta ined  
a  police force, w hich in 1872 consisted o f  2 local officers and  
40  constables.

T h e  average an n u a l incom e o f  th e  M unicipality  d u rin g  the  
decade ending 1901-1902 was R s. 35,000 and the expend itu re  was
31,000. Since then  the  incom e has been steadily increasing,
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partly  as a  resu lt o f  the  ex tension o f  m unic ipa l lim its and 
partly  o f  m ore  careful assessm ent an d  m ore rigorous enforcem ent 
o f  the  M u n ic ip a l Act. In  1908-09 a  revision  o f  assessm ent was ca r
ried  o u t, an d  in  1909-10, the H ackney C arriage A ct w as in troduc
ed, and  license fees were charged o n  carriages plying fo r h ire  from  
the  1st O ctober in  th a t year. In  1909-10 th e  incom e o f  th e  M un i
cipality  am ounted  to  R s. 72,810 from  all sources. O f th is , 
Rs. 38,030 w as deiived from  m unicipal rates and  taxes, m ost 
im p o rta n t o f  these were tax  on  anim als and  vehicles am o u n tin g  
to  Rs.6,719, conseivancy tax  am oun ting  to  R s. 9,719 an d  a 
tax  on  persons according to  circum stances an d  p roperty  acco u n t
ing  for R s. 14,490. Tolls on  roads an d  ferries were n o t im p o rt
a n t sources o f  incom e an d  only  R s. 2,785 w as realised  in  
1909-10. A t th a t tim e D in a jp u r was one o f  the  m o st heavily  
taxed m unicipalities in B angladesh, the  incidence o f  tax a tio n  
being R s. 2 annas 10 and  pies 5 p er head o f  popu la tion .

Expcadit«re In  1909-10, expenditure o f  the  m unicipality  w as R s. 56,019 
in  ad d itio n  to  Rs. 16,529 allocated  fo r advances an d  deposits. 
T h e  heaviest expend itu re was on  conservancy service inc lud ing  
ro ad  sw eeping, la trine clearing , d ra in  flushing, etc. H o sp ita ls  
an d  d ispensaries co n s titu ted  the nex t heaviest charge an d  
am oun ted  to  R s .14,126 w hich was unusually  h igh in  th a t year, 
the  average yearly expenditure o f  th is item  in th e  p a s t being 
a b o u t R s.4 ,000. T h e  expenditure on  education , lighting  and  
ro ad  repa irs w as R s. 7,114, R s. 3,555 an d  R s. 3,456 respectively. 
W ith  the  expansion  o f  m unicipal area  an d  increase in p o p u la tio n  
an d  holdings, expend itu re has also  increased several tim es.

L#ctl Govern- system  o f  Basic D em ocracies was in troduced  in  the
meat institutions d istric t u n d er the  Basic D em ocracies O rder o f  27 th  O ctober,
D gmecra£s. U nder th e  system  the  D istrict B oard was rep laced  by th e

D istric t C ouncil and  the  U n io n  B oards by th e  U n io n  C ouncils 
an d  the  M unicipality  was reconstitu ted  under the  M unicipal 
A d m in is tra tion  O rd inance o f  th e  11th A pril, 1960. T h e  se tu p  
o f  Basic D em ocracies consists o f  four levels. A t th e  first 
level is th e  o rgan isa tion  for villages an d  tow ns. In  th e  case 
o f  ru ra l areas, a  num ber o f  villages g rouped  to g e th er constitu ted  
a  u n io n , com prising  o f  8 to  10 th o u san d  o f  p o p u la tio n  and 
a  U n ion  C ouncil is set up  fo r each o f them . In  the  case o f  
u rb an  areas , te rm ed  ‘tow ns’, w ith  a  po p u la tio n  n o t exceeding
14,000, there is a  T ow n C om m ittee and  fo r b ig  tow ns w ith  a
p o p u la tio n  exceeding 14,000 a  M unicipal C om m ittee is form ed. 
A  b ig  to w n  is next divided in to  a  num ber o f  un its , o r ‘un io n s’ 
fo r each o f  w hich there is a  U n io n  C om m ittee to  w o rk  under 
the  M unicipal C om m ittee.
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A t th e  second level is the  T h an a  C ouncil, w hich is a  un it 
o f  adm in istra tion  in  the  th a n a  level, and  consists o f  b o th  repre
sen tative an d  ap p o in ted  m em bers. T he C ha irm an  o f  all U nion  
C ouncils an d  th e  C om m ittees a re  ex~offic'io represen tatives of 
the  T h an a  C ouncil. T h an a  level officers o f  the im p o rtan t 
na tion -bu ild ing  d ep artm en ts  a re  the appo in ted  m em bers. The 
S ubdivisional Officer and  the  Circle Officer (D ev.) a re  the  
ex-officio  C h a irm an  and  V ice-C hairm an o f  the  T h an a  C ouncil.

A t th e  th ird  level is the D istric t C ouncil, w hich consists o f  
official and  non-official m em bers. T h e  official m em bers include 
the  C hairm en  o f  all T h an a  C ouncils and  M unic ipa l C om m ittees 
in  the  d istric t an d  represen tatives o f  the developm ent departm en ts 
o f  G overnm ent in  the d istrict.

W hile one h a lf  o f  the non-official m em bers rep resen t the 
C h a irm an  o f  the  U n ion  C ouncils an d  the o th er h a lf  rep resen t 
th e  m inorities, an d  o th e r special interests in  the existing com pos- 
t io n  o f  th e  D istric t C ouncils. By a n  am endm ent in  th e  Basic 
D em ocracies O rd e r 1959, the non-official m em bers o f  th e  D istric t 
C ounc il in c lu d e  m em bers elected by an  elec to ra te  com posed o f 
C h a irm en  o f  th e  U n io n  C ouncils an d  T ow n C om m ittees.

A t th e  fo u rth  level is the  D iv isional C ouncil consisting  o f 
C ha irm en  o f  D istric t C ouncils. C hairm en  o f  im p o rtan t

— M unieip ftl------C om m ittees— and---rpprespntative.^ <->f beneficienr_________________
G overnm en t departm en ts w ork ing  in  the  d istric ts o f  the  
div ision  as well as th e  non-official m em bers chosen exactly 
o n  the  p a tte rn  o f  the D istric t C ouncil.

T h e  U n io n  C ouncils a re  responsib le fo r local adm in istra tion  Functions and 
in  the  village. They m ain ta in  police, im plem ent ag ricu ltu ral responsibilities, 
an d  in d u stria l developm ent schem es an d  look  afte r social 
w elfare an d  n a tio n a l reconstruction . T he Tow n C om m ittees 
an d  the  M unicipal C om m ittee are responsible fo r civic adm inis
tra t io n  in  the  u rb an  areas. T he Tow n C om m ittees an d  U n io n  
C om m ittees under the M unicipal Com m ittee> are responsible fo r 
com m unity  developm ent, soc ia l w elfare and  n a tio n a l recons
tru c tio n . T he m ain  function  o f  the  T h an a  C ouncil is to  co 
o rd in a te  the activities o f  all U n io n  C ouncils in  th e  thana.
T he D istric t C ouncil has been m ade responsible fo r a  variety 
o f  functions connected  w ith  education , pub lic  w orks, social 
w elfare, pub lic  hea lth  an d  national reconstruction . The U nion  
C ouncils, th e  M unicipal and  the  Tow n C om m ittees an d  the 
D istric t C ouncils have been vested w ith  th e  pow ers o f  tax a tio n  
and  are  entitled  to  G overnm ent a id  an d  subsidy. T he T h an a  
C ouncils being co -o rd inating  bodies, have no such pow er and 
are , therefo re, w holly financed by  the  G overnm ent.
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A t present in the d istric t o f  D inajpur there is a  D istrict 
C ouncil and  a  M unicipal C om m ittee w ith the ir ofTices a t  the 
D istric t f le a d q u a r te r  and tw o Tow n C om m ittees w ith their 
offices a t P arb a iip u r and  T hakurgaon . A b rie f  descrip tion  o f  
these in stitu tions is given bciow.

Distric Cooncii. T he D inajpur D istrict B oard, like o thers in  th e  province.
wab reconstitu ted  as the  D istrict C ouncil on 21-6-1960 and  has 
been w ork ing  as such since then . A t present the  a re a  u n d er 
contro l o f  the  D istrict C ouncil is 2,609 sq. miles w ith  a  popu
la tio n  o f  17,09,917.

T he C om m issioner, R ajshahi D ivision, represen ted  by the 
D eputy  C om m issioner o f D inajpur is the  contro lling  au tho rity  
o f  the C ouncil. The D istrict C ouncil consisted o f  34 m em bers 
o f  wliich 17 were official m em bers and  the  rest elected. The 
representatives o f  all the im portan t departm en ts in  the  d istric t 
w’cre m em bers o f  the  C ouncil.

Functions.

Income.

T he activities o f  the D istric t C ouncil m ay be b road ly  divided 
in to  tw o sections, the  Public H ealth  D epartm en t an d  Public 
W orks D epartm en t. In  the Public H ealth  D epartm en t, there 
are  one D istric t H ealth  Officer, 21 S anitary  Inspec to rs, 21 
H ealth  A ssistants, 22 A dditiona l H ealth  A ssistan ts, 22 V accina
to rs, 21 M edicine C arrie is , 38 M edical Officers, one C om pounder, 
30 D ressers, 31 D ispensary servants and  one Patho logist. T he 
D epartm en t m ain ta in s 31 C lass III-B  dispensaries, gives aid  to  
25 U nion C ouncil dispensaries an d  4 .om oeo dispensaries, i t  
also  m ain ta ins 5 K ala-azar centres, 21 Public H ealth  cen tres 
and  one V eterinary  H ospita l an d  th ree  A rtificial Insem ination  
centres one each  a t Sadar, T hak u rg ao n  an d  P anchagarh .

In  Public W orks D epartm en t, the  D istrict C ouncil has one 
Engineer, 1 Sub .Assistant Engineer, 11 Sub-O verseers, one 
D laftsm an , one E stim ato r, 5 Surveyors, 12 W ork  A ssistan ts 
and  23 Chowkid.irs fo r D akbungalow s and  Inspection Bungalows.

T he D istric t C ouncil received the revenue under the fo llow ing  
heads du ring  the  year 1964-65.

T he Local R a te  accounted  fo r R s,2 ,67,780 and  Ta;^ on 
transfe r o f  im m ovable p roperty  fo r R s.2,25,780. T he D istric t 
C ouncil received nom inal fees from  the  patien ts a ttend ing  the 
dispensaries m anaged  by it. Rs. 12,350 w as received as fees 
from  dispensaries, R s .l9 0  as fees from  K ala -azar centre. 
Rs.1.355 as fees from  anti-rabies trea tm en t an d  R s.7,580 as fees 
for sanitary  arrangem ent in th e  melas. T he D istrict C ouncil 
received ren t an d  profits from  properties. T he ren t o f  build ing 
and  lands accounted  for Rs.4,700, D akbungalow  and  Inspection



Ch. XIV LOCAL GOVERNM ENT 303

Bungalow  fo r R s.8,650, an d  sa le-p roceeds o f  stores and  m aterials 
fo r Rs.55,700. T h e  D istric t C ouncil received C jovernm ent g ran ts 
u nder th e  follow ing h ead s; A ugm en ta tion  g ran t Rs. 20,020, g ran t 
in  lieu o f  land  lo rd  share  o f  cesses R s .1,50,600, G overnm ent 
subven tion  fo r D .A . to  the  D istric t C ouncil em ployees R s.49,180.
A rea Cess R s.9 ,750, K a la -aza r  w orks R s .1,000. R ural Public 
H ea lth  O rgan ization  R s.42,000, g ran ts  fo r increased developm ent 
activities R s. 1,71.190. g ran ts fo r th e  developm ent o f  p rim ary  
schoo ls Rs.67,000. g ran ts  fo r developm ent o f  roads in sugarca e 
zones R s.7 ,25,000, g ran ts  fo r w orks under W orks P rogram m e 
R s.9,12,775 and  W'orks 1 rogram rae establishm ent Rs.28,528 
and  sale-proceeds o f  C .I. sheets an d  cem ent R s.3,57,022.

T he to ta l receip ts from  all heads was R s.37,63,908 deb t, deposit 
an d  advance was R s.2,75,790 and open ing  balance was R s.7 ,77,577.
T he g rand  to ta l o f  receip ts du ring  1964-65 was Rs,48,17,275.

Som e o f  the  m a jo r item s o f  expenditure o f  th e  D istric t ExpendUure. 
C ouncil incurred  d u ring  th e  year 1964-65 ;:fe given below.

F o r  ag ricu ltu re, pu rchasing  o f  m edicines fo r V eterinary 
hosp itals an d  A rtificial Insem ination  centre R.s.5,500, farm ers' 
tra in ing  in  151 U n io n  C ouncils R s .3,020, ag ricu ltu ral education  
an d  industria l exh ib ition  Rs.3,500, hea lth  and  san ita tion , m edicine 
and  disinfectan ts  fo r R u ra l Public units, including epidem ic 
rn n trn i R s h,llOO. -irhnmpr P s  9 ,370, prant<; foi f  aby
Show an d  M atern ity  and  C hild-W elfare centre Rs.4,750. m edicines --------- -
fo r C lass III-B  charitab le  dispensaries includ ing  surgical in stru 
m ents Rs.63,700, lab o ra to ry  expenses Rs.53,000, grants-in-aid  
to  d ispensaries o th er than  C lass I l l-B  R s .12,750, fo r roads, 
build ings and  com m unication : civil build ing R s.45,900, repairs 
R s .21,700, com m uniaction  R s .1,67,500, repairs Rs.1,13,700 too ls 
an d  p lan ts R s .19,530, developm ent o f  co ttage industries Rs.2,000, 
developm ent o f  ro ad s  u n d er sugarcane zones Rs.5,10,727 and  
W orks P rogram m e Rs.14,50,238. In  th e  eduactional field, 
g ran ts to  schools, m adrasahs an d  libraries R s .55,815, stipends 
Rs.7,185, an d  g ran ts fo r the developm ent o f  p rim ary  school 
buildings R s .5,90,000 w ere incu ired . F o r m iscellaneous purposes 
g ran ts to  all U n io n  C ouncils fo r increased developm ent ac ti
vities Rs. 1 25,300, g ran ts fo r Social W'elfare centres R s.6 ,000, 
dis. relionary  fund  R s.9,750 sta tionery  and  prin ting  R s .19,700. 
m iscellaneous charges no t a ttr ib u tab le  to  o th er heads Rs.9,500 
an d  fo r general estab lishm ent, office contingencies and  travelling  
allow ances R s .3,74,052.

T h e  to ta l expenditure was R s.36,43,70.'^, deb t, deposits and  
advance R s .1,18,309, closing balance R s .10,55,259 and  the  grand  
to ta l o f  expend itu re was R$.48,I7,275.
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Dlvaipur
Muoicipat
Committe*.

In co m e ,

E xpenditure.

I n  accordance w ith th e  M unicipal A dm in istra tion  O rdinance 
o f  1960 th is M unicipality , like o thers in  B angladesh , was 
reconstitu ted  as M unicipal C om m ittee. The C om m ittee consists o f  
te n  m em bers, S .D .O ., Sadar is the  ex-officio  C h a irm an  o f  th is C om 
m ittee. O f  th e  ten  m em bers, five are elected an d  five nom inated . 
T here is also  a  V ice-C hairm an w ho is elected from  am ong 
th e  elected m em bers. T h e  area now  covered by th is M un i
cipal C om m ittee  is 6-15  square  m iles. T here  a re  five U nion  
C om m ittees w ith  30 w ards under th is M unicipal C om m ittee .

T h e  M un ic ipa l C om m ittee m ain ta ins 40 m iles o f  m etalled 
an d  18-50 m iles o f  unm etalled  road , seven m iles o f  pucca  
d ra ins, 4 big d rain s, 30 feeder d rains, one m echanically  driven 
c a r t, 80 s ta ff  tube-w ells, one overhead ta n k , 150 tube-w clls 
fo r  supply ing  d rink ing  w ate r a n d  50 m asonry  wells.

T o  ensure regu lar supply o f  pu re  d rink ing  w ate r to  the 
people o f  the  tow n, the w ater w orks o f  this M unicipal C o m 
m ittee  was ta k en  u p  by th e  G overnm ent under the  Second Five 
Y ear P lan  a t  an  estim ated  co s t o f  R s.27-46  lakhs. T h e  schem e 
has been in  opera tion  fro m  1961-62. O ne-th ird  o f  the  es ti
m ated  cost w ill be p a id  as o u tr ig h t g ran t an d  tw o-th irds as 
loan  to  be repaid  in  20  years w ith  3-^ per cen t, in te rest.

By 1947 the  incom e o f  th e  M unic ipa l C o m m ittee  had 
increased considerably  w ith  the rise in  popu la tio n , caused by 
th e  influx o f  refugees from  A ssam  and  the  ne ighbouring  d is
tr ic ts  o f  W est B engal. D uring  1964-65 th e  to ta l  incom e o f 
th e  C om m ittee  was Rs. 14,66,964-21. Som e o f  th e  im p o rta n t 
sources o f  incom e w ere: ho ld ing  ra te  R s .1,05,411, R s.23,835 
as tax  o n  profession, R s.lO ,790-48 as tax  on  cinem a, R s.4 ,927-22 
as ta x  on  tran sfe r o f  im m ovable p roperty , R s.2,05,778 
as O ctro i, R s .15,285 as lig h tin g  rate , Rs.73,841 • 70 as co n 
servancy ra te , R s.355-80 as sale-proceeds o f  lands a n d  the 
produce o f  land , Rs.3,26,935T5 as revenues from  educational 
in stitu tio n s, Rs.34,649-42 as g ran t from  G overnm ent (o th e r than  
g ran t fo r W orks P rogram m e), R s.4 ,59,696, as g ran t fo r W orks 
P rogram m e, Rs.1,825 as g ran t from  the  local funds, R s.5 ,632-50 
as recoveries o n  accoun t o f  th e  services rendered  to  private 
ind iv iduals an d  R s .1,39,178-85 as advance an d  deposits.

D u rin g  1964-65 the to ta l expend itu re  o f  th e  M unicipal 
C om m ittee  was R s .I2 ,49,321 • 84. Som e o f  the  im p o rta n t 
item s o f  expend itu re  fo r th e  year a re  g iven below :

R s.

Expenses o n  estab lishm ent fo r collection 
C harges on  accoun t o f  rates

14.297-35
3 ,038-82
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R s.
E xpenses fo r lig h tin g  ...  ... ... 11,779-51
R epair o f  w ater supply  e q u ip m e n ts .. .  ... 8 ,916-89
C onservancy expenses ... ... ... 74,400-07
C harges o n  acco u n t o f  H ea lth  Officers and  S an ita ry  3,087-42 

Inspectors.
H osp ita ls a n d  dispensaries . .  5 ,050-00
V accination  . .  . .  . .  4,996 • 52
A n ti-m alaria  an d  K ala -aza r . .  . .  6 ,465-29
M atern ity  an d  C hild W elfare 2 ,500-00
P ro p ag an d a  in  connection  w ith  P ublic  H ealth  . .  1,248-27
P ublic  W orks D ep a rtm en t 3,57,508-29
W orks P rogram m e . .  . .  . .  4 ,55,038-98
A id an d  m ain tenance o f  schools an d  colleges . .  1,23,562-92
C o n trib u tio n  . .  . .  11,845-00
P rin ting  charges . .  . .  . .  2 ,402-26
P rov iden t F u n d  o f  th e  em ployees . .  2 ,273-57
D isposa l o f  d ead  bodies . .  . .  587-50
B uria l an d  b u rn in g  charges . .  840-00
Office estab lishm en t 25,171-54

In  1962-63, th e  M unic ipa l C om m ittee received R s.4 ,67,239 ExpeoditBie
Works r 
gramme.a n d  com pleted  25 pro jec ts a t a  cost o f  Rs.4,68,375. D uring

th e  sam e year, i t  com pleted  30 m ore projects from  its  ow n 
resources a t a  cost o f  R s.4 ,49,761. These w orks included  the
oonstruotio n—o f - U —miles o f  r oads. Besides these, a n  am o uiU___
o f  R s.2,00,000 w as spent du ring  the  sam e period  on  the  
construc tion  an d  rep a  r  w ork  o f  school bu ild ings w ith in  the 
M unicipal area  an d  R s.90,000 was spent on th e  construc tion  
o f  m ethor  q u a rte rs  an d  culverts.

D uring  1963-64, th e  M unicipal C om m ittee to o k  up . under 
W orks P rogram m e, 25 pro jec ts including the  construc tion  o f  
10 m iles o f  ro ad  a t a  to ta l cost o f  Rs.4,57,000. D uring  1964-65 
26 p ro jec ts  were com pleted  including the  construc tion  o f  
10  m ore  m iles o f  ro ad s  u n d er th e  sam e p rogram m e, a t  a  
to ta l cost o f  R s.4 ,20,000. D uring  th e  year 1965-66 the M uni
cipal C om m ittee to o k  up  7 projects u n d er the W orks P ro 
gram m e, o f  w hich 4 w ere d ra in s  an d  2 bridges a t  a n  estim ated 
cost o f  R s .1,76,000-

T h e  T h ak u rg ao n  T ow n C om m ittee w as o rig ina lly  know n Thakurgat* 
as T h ak u rg ao n  M unicipality , es .ablished in  1958. B u t iu 
accordance w ith  the  provisions o f  th e  Basic D em ocracies
O rder o f  I960  it  was reconstitu ted  as th e  T h ak u rg ao n  Tow n
C om m ittee. T his T ow n C om m ittee is ru n  by a  body co n s is t
ing  o f  nine elected  non-official m em bers fro m  am ongst w hom  
one is elected as the C hairm an .

2 0
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Expeiuihur*.

T he a re a  o f  the  to w n  is 3-09  sq. m iles and  p o p u la tio n
accord ing  to  1961 C ensus R ep o rt is 7,043.

T he Tow n C om m ittee m ain ta ins roads, schools, dispensaries
an d  looks a fte r conservancy, h ea lth , san ita tion  a n d  ligh ting  
o f  the tow n.

jBGome. In  1964-65 som e o f  the m ain  sources o f  incom e o f  the T ow n
C om m ittee w ere the  follow ing:

H o ld ing  ra te  R s .l3 ,599-49, tax  o n  vehicles (o th e r  th a n
m o to r  vehicles) R s,3 ,041-75, ta x  o n  pro fession  an d  
tra d e  R s .1,353, convservancy ra te  R s .12,377-75, tax  
on  cinem a R s.2 ,821-44 , ren t on  road -side  lands
R s.6 ,916-61, sale-proceeds o n  land  p roduce (road )
R s .1,051, school fee R s .3,000-35, slaugh te r house
R s.I,400 , m a rk e t leceip ts R s .1,300, G overnm ent
subvention  R s.6 ,345-90 an d  m iscellaneous R s.2,454-72.

Som e o f  th e  im p o rtan t item s o f  expenditure o f  th is  T ow n 
C om m ittee in  the  year 1964-65 w ere the  follow ing;

G enera l A d m in is tra tion  R s.5,613-52, collection estab lish 
m ent R s .3,435-83, lighting  R s .1,002, w ate r supply  
R s.2 ,002-60 , conservancy R s .l  1,007, health  an d  san i
ta tio n  R s.2 ,534-40 , dispensary  R s.790, contingency in  
connection  with conservancy R s.6,312-74, p u b lic  w orks 
(ro a d  establishm ent an d  m ain tenance) R s.2 ,879’65, 
m ain tenance o f  8 p rim ary  schools R s.6 ,943-72, aids 
to  p rim ary  sections o f  one boys’ h igh school a n d  one 
g irls’ high school Rs.2,200, subvention R s .6 ,137-90 and  
p rov iden t fund R s .1,276-12.

T he P arb a tip u r T ow n C om m ittee was established in  A ugust 
1965. T his T ow n C om m ittee has been constitu ted  w ith  the 
electoral un its  o f  U n io n  C ouncil N o . I l l ,  H ald  b a d  U n io n  Co uncil 
N o . IV , P a rb a tip u r  U n io n  C ouncil N o . V I, A rji A tra i U n io n  
C ouncil a n d  one u n it o f  R am p u r U n ion  C ouncil N o . I l l  (now  
defunct). F o r  be tte r adm in istra tion  th is T ow n C om m ittee 
fo rm ed  a  num ber o f  Sub-C om m ittees such  as T ender Sub- 
C om m ittee, F o o d  Sub-C om m ittee, Sanita tion  S ub-C om m ittee, 
D evelopm ent S ub-C om m ittee, E duca tion  S ub-C om m ittee, A gri
cu ltu re  S ub-C om m ittee , and  F inance Sub-C om m ittee w ith  one 
conven r  an d  th ree m em bers in each. In  th e  eighteen u n its  o f  
th is  T ow n C om m ittee eighteen W ard  C om m ittees w ere form ed.

incomo. Som e o f  th e  im p o rtan t sources o f  incom e o f  this Tow n
C om m ittee in  1965-66 w ere: Building tax  R s.7 ,977-67 , un ion
ra te  Rs..3,963-79, la trine (conservancy rate) R s .10,155-25, p ro 
fession tax  R s.1,535-75, b id  m oney o f  th e  pounds R s .l ,900,

P a r b a t i p u r  T o w n  
C o m m i t t e e .
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slaugh ter house R s.900-00 , o c tro i R s.21,026-05, ta x  o n  c inem a 
o r  d ram a R s .1,602-91, m iscellaneous R s.412-96 a n d  G overnm ent 
a id  fo r developm ental w orks R s .3 ,lI0 -3 2 . T he to ta l  incom e in  
1965-66 was R s.64,274-13.

Som e o f  th e  m a in  item s o f  expend itu re in  1965-66 w ere: Eipe«dltiir*. 
pay  o f  chow kidars an d  peons^ R s .1,211-68, pay  o f  conservancy 
staflF R s.12,605, contigency R s.2 ,390-57, w ater supply  
R s.2 ,731-45 , m iscellaneous R s.1 ,811-07 , ro a d  co n stru c tio n  an d  
repa iring  R s .l5 ,902-05, office repa iring  R s .1,496-08, p ay  o f  
octro i m ohoris R s. 1,530, pay  o f  ta x  collectors, assessors. S an itary  
Inspector an d  office sta ff R s.4 ,965. T h e  to ta l expend itu re  in  
1965-66 was Rs.57,050.

T here a re  22 po lice-sta tions in  th e  d istric t o f  w hich 12 a re  Tha«» CoohUb. 
a t  S adar subdivision  an d  10 are  in  T hak u rg o an  subdivision.
In  each  po lice-sta tion  there is one council called T h an a  C oun
cil, consisting  o f  the  C hairm en  o f  all th e  U n io n  C ouncils and  
the  representatives o f  all th e  n a tio n  build ing  d ep artm en ts  o f  
G overnm en t w ith in  the  ju risd ic tio n  o f  each  th a n a  as m em 
bers a n d  th e  S .D .O . as th e  C h a irm an  o f  th e  T h an a  C ouncil.

T here a re  89 U n ion  C ouncils in th e  S adar subdivision. T hese Union coancUs. 
- U n io n  C ouncils cover a  to ta l a rea  o f  1,366 sq. m iles"w ith  a  
to ta l  p o p u la tio n  o f  10,00,588 excluding 9,82,324 po p u la tio n  o f  
th e  M unic ipa l a rea . T h e  to ta l  incom e o f  th e  U n io n  C ouncils 
in  the  year 1964-65 w as R s.5,65,863-83, while the  expenditure 
w as R s .11,24,978-43 having a  deficit o f  R s.4,40,885-40. T he 
ru ra l police a re  th e  dafadars  an d  chow kidars m a in ta ined  by  
th e  U n io n  C ouncils. T here  a re  195 d ifa d a rs  an d  561 chow ki
dars  u n d er these U n io n  C ouncils. T h e  m onth ly  pay  o f  a 
dafadar  is R s.30 an d  o f  a  chowkidar is Rs.25. In  89 
U n io n  C ouncils a n  am o u n t o f  R s.2,54,925-67 w as spent to  
p a y  ihe  salaries o f  C hairm en , allow ances and o th er establishm ent 
charges in  1964-65. A  sum  o f  R s ,33,000 was spent 
as collection  charges in  1964-65. D uring  1963-64, R s .5,88,205-25 
was a llo tte d  by  G overnm en t u n d er W orks P rogram m e.
T h e  a m o u n t w as u tilized  in  executing 516 developm ent 
schem es o f  ro ad s  an d  culverts.

T he T hak u rg ao n  subdivision  com prises 62 U n io n  C oun
cils. T he to ta l a re a  u n d e r its  ju risd ic tio n  was 1,236 sq . m iles 
w ith  a  to ta l  p o p u la tio n  o f  6,92,424.

T h e  to ta l incom e o f  the  U n io n  C ouncils was R s .15,48,428-69 
w hile the  expend itu re w as R s .14,63,043-91 w ith a  closing balance 
o f  R s.85 ,381-78 in  the  year 1964-65. The streng th  o f  the  village 
police w as 161 dafadars an d  567 chowkidars  respectively.

\
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In  62 U n io n  C ouncils in  T h ak u rg ao n  subdivision there a re  
62 C hairm en . In  1964-65, R s .1,65,242-02 w as spent to  pay  
C ha irm en’s pay , allow ances an d  o th er estab lishm ent charges. 
A  sum  o f  Rs.53,874-21 was spent as collection charges. D u r 
ing 1963-64 an  am o u n t o f  R s.4 ,31 ,l88 -50  was a llo tted  by 
G overnm ent u n d er W orks P rogram m e. In  all, 103 developm ent 
schem es were executed w ith  th a t am ount.

I



c h a p t e r  XV  

P L A C E S  O F  IN T E R E S T

I t  is a  village in  T h ak u rg ao n  subd iv ision  u n d er th e A k h a n a g a r  Akh«n«g*r. 
u n io n  an d  T h ak u rg ao n  po lice-sta tion , s itua ted  a t la titu d e  26°06 'N . 
an d  long itude 88^24' E . A rea o f  th e  village is 2,270 acres 
a n d  p o p u la tio n  2,245 accord ing  to  th e  1961 C ensus. I t  co n ta in s  a  
p o s t office, a  rice m ill an d  a  railw ay sta tion . I t  is o n  th e  
T h ak u rg ao n -R u h e a  railw ay  line.

A lw akhow a is a  village in  T h ak u rg ao n  subdivision , a b o u t 18 Alw*khow*. 
m iles north -w est o f  T h ak u rg ao n , close to  th e  m ain  ro a d  runn ing  
th ro u g h  B aliadangi an d  L ahiri. I t  is u n d e r th e  A lw akhow a 
u n io n  a n d  A tw ari th a n a . A rea  o f  th e  village is 1,386 acres 
a n d  p o p u la tio n  917 acco rd ing  to  the  1961 Census.

A lw akhow a is the  second m ost im p o rta n t ca ttle  fa ir in  the 
d is tr ic t an d  one o f  th e  largest o f  its  k ind  in  B angladesh, 
h e ld  annually  in  O ctober o r N ovem ber o n  th e  occasion  o f  
R ash  Purnim a  festival.

I t  is a  th a n a  h ead q u arte rs  in  T h ak u rg ao n  subdiv ision , Atwari. 
a t  la titu d e  26° 14' N . an d  lo n g itu d e  88®25'E. I t  

covers  a n  a re a  o t  8 1  sq . TTiTT7'’i w i l l i  j i i i i Ml i i  ( i n n  over 61 villages 
u n d e r 4 un ions. T h e  p o p u la tio n  is 47,204 according to  th e  1961 
C ensus. T he v illage A tw ari itse lf  has a n  a re a  o f  51 acres w ith  
a  p o p u la tio n  o f  242.

I t  is a  village an d  a  railw ay s ta tio n  in  D in a jp u r S adar Bajoahar. 
subd iv ision  u n d er th e  D h am o ir  u n io n  an d  B iral po lice-sta tion , 
s itua ted  a t  la titu d e  25°40' N . an d  long itude 88"35' E . A rea
o f  th e  village is 240 acres an d  p o p u la tio n  618 accord ing  to  
th e  1961 C ensus. D h u k u rjh ari m ela  is held  every year ab o u t 
o n e  m ile to  th e  so u th  o f  B ajnahar.

I t  is a  th a n a  h ead q u arte rs  in  T h ak u rg ao n  subd iv ision , Baliadasgi.
s itu a te d  a t  la titu d e  26°05 ' N . an d  lo n g itu d e  88^17' E . I t  has
a n  a re a  o f  111 sq . m iles accord ing  to  the  1961 C ensus an d  has 
ju risd ic tio n  over 78 villages under 6  un io n s w ith  a  popu la tion  
o f  63,700. T he village B aliadangi its e lf  is 1,931 acres in  area  
■with a  p o p u la tio n  o f 2,565. T h e  th a n a  co n ta in s  tw o  h ig h  schools 
a n d  35 p rim ary  schoo ls, includ ing  19 m odel p rim ary  schools.

I t  is  a  village an d  a  railw ay s ta tio n  in  D in a jp u r S ad ar Bhabamfxir.
su b d iv is io n  u n d e r th e  H a b ra  u n io n  an d  P a rb a tip u r police- 
s ta tio n , s itu a ted  a t  la titu d e  25°35' N . an d  lo n g itu d e  88°57 ' E .
A re a  o f  th e  village is 217 acres an d  p o p u la tio n  758 , accord ing
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to  th e  1961 C ensus. I t  con ta in s a  m o d e l p rim ary  school, a 
p o s t office and  a  bi-w eekly hat, w here com m odities com e 
fro m  fa r  a n d  w ide an d  are  sen t to  d ifferen t places o f  the  
d istric t.

Bhomradaba. I t  is a  village an d  a  railw ay s ta tio n  in  T h ak u rg ao n  subd i
v ision  u n d er th e  B hom radaha  u n io n  a n d  P irganj po lice-sta tion , 
s ituated  a t  la titu d e  25°56' N . an d  longitude 88°22' E . A rea 
o f  th e  village is 1,613 acres a n d  p o p u la tio n  2,770 accord ing  to  
th e  1961 C ensus. I t  con ta in s a  h igh  school (estd . in  1964), 
a  m odel p rim ary  school, a  p o s t office an d  the  U n io n  C ouncil 
office.

Biral. f t  is a  th a n a  h ead q u arte rs  in  D in a jp u r S adar subdiv ision ,
s ituated  a t  la titu d e  25"3S' N . an d  long itude 88°33' E . I t  covers 
a n  a re a  o f  138 sq. m iles having ju risd ic tio n  over 8 un io n s 
a n d  241 villages w ith  a  p o p u la tio n  o f  89,221 accord ing  to  the  
1961 Census. T he village B iral itse lf  is 1,239 acres in  area 
w ith  a  p o p u la tio n  o f  2,054. T his place ow es its o rig in  to  one 
M ilu r G o p a l M ajum dar. T h ere  are  five h igh  schools, fo u r 
ju n io r  h igh  schools an d  th ir ty  p rim ary  schools, inc lud ing  12 
m odel schools, th ree  charitab le  d ispensaries m anaged  b y  the  
D istric t C ouncil, seven b ran ch  p o s t offices, a  p u b lic  te lephone 
call office a t  B iral p o s t office an d  tw o  libraries an d  read in g  room s, 
o f  w hich one is a t  Biral p ro p e r. B iral is a  place o f  industry , 
tra d e  an d  com m erce. B angladesh R ailw ay b ran ch  connects 
th is  p lace w ith  W est D in a jp u r (Ind ia) and  it  is th e  te rm in al 
s ta tio n  o f  th is  section  o f  th e  railw ay. T here  a re  a  g ran d  h igh 
schoo l bu ild ing , a  new ly construc ted  T h an a  C ouncil office an d  
a  C om m unity  H all a t  B iral th a n a  headquarte rs . T h ere  are 
offices o f  th e  Circle Officer (D evelopm ent), C ircle Officer 
(R evenue), A ssistan t S ub-Inspec to r o f  Schools, In sp ec to r o f  
F o o d , S an ita ry  In sp ec to r, C en tra l Excise and  C heck  p o s t an d  a  
F o re s t b ea t here. Besides, th e re  a re  th ree  railw ay sta tions 
w ith in  the  th a n a . T here  a re  n ine hats  an d  each  ha t sits tw ice 
a  w eek. I n  these  hats  com m odities com e fro m  B ogra an d  
local areas, an d  fro m  these h a ts  rice is sent to  D acca . T here 
a re  th ree  m a jo r rice m ills a t  B iral. I n  th is  th a n a  th e re  is a  
vast a re a  o f  fo rest, con ta in ing  shal, shimul, neem , ja ck -fru it, 
taral, tun, ra in y a  an d  a  sm all q u an tity  o f  teak . T h e  m ain  
fru its  g row n here a re  m ango , lichi an d  ja ck -fru it, etc . O f 
th e  im p o rta n t p laces o f  h isto rical in te rest, th e re  is one ta n k  o f  
M u lu k  D ew an excavated  by  one D ew an o f  th a t nam e. I t  covers 
a n  a re a  o f  20 acres. T here  is an o th er ta n k  nam ed Sengram  
w hich w as dug  m o st p robab ly  by  th e  Sena k ings o f  Bengal. 
T h is h as  a n  a re a  o f  10 acres.
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I t  is a  village in  D in a jp u r S adar subdivision under the  B iram pur. 

B iram pur un ion  a n d  H ak im pur po lice-sta tion , situated  a t 
25°23 ' N . la titude and  89° E. longitude. A rea o f th e  village 
is 196 acres and  p o p u la tio n  1968 accord ing  to  the  1961 C ensus.
I t  con ta in s an  in te rm edia te  college, nam ely, B iram pur College, 
a  h igh school, a  m odel p rim ary  school, a  post and  te leg raph  
office, the  U nion  C ouncil office an d  a  D istric t C ouncil Ins
pec tion  Bungalow .

I t  is a  th a n a  headquarte rs in  the  S adar subdiv ision , Dii^anj.
s itu a ted  a t  la titu d e  25°51 ' N . and  long itude 88°40' E . I t
has a n  area  o f  157 sq . m iles accord ing  to  the 1961 C ensus, 
hav ing  ju risd ic tio n  over 187 villages under 8 un ions w ith  a  
p o p u la tio n  o f  92,221. T he th a n a  con tains tw o high schools,
15 m odel p rim ary  an d  52 non-m odel prim ary schools, a  post 
an d  te leg raph  office an d  a  D istric t C ouncil D ak  Bungalow .

I t  is a  th a n a  h eadquarte rs  in  S adar subdivision, s ituated  Bochaganj.
a t  la titu d e  25°48' N . and  longitude 88°28 ' E. I t  has an
area  o f  87 sq. miles, having ju risd ic tio n  over 144 villages 
under 5 un ions, w ith 58,460 inhab itan ts . T he th a n a  con tains 
a  high school an d  36 p rim ary  schools.

I t  is a  th a n a  headquarte rs in  T hak u rg ao n  subdivision , Boda, 
situated  a t  la titu d e  26"12' N . an d  long itude 88°34' E. T his 
th a n a  covers an  area  o f  166 sq. m iles according to  th e  1961

T he village con tains one h igh school, one sub-registry  office, 
one charitab le  dispensary , a  post and  te legraph  office an d  a 
D istric t C ounc il Inspec tion  Bungalow . I t  is also  the  head- 
q uarte i^  o f  the  G overnm ent A cquired  E sta tes. B oda is con
nected  by 19 m iles o f  ro ad  w ith th e  D o m ar sta tion  o n  the 
B angladesh Railw ay. T he th a n a  con tains th ree  high schools,
15 m odel prim ary  an d  109 non-m odel p rim ary  schools.

I t  is a  village an d  a  railw ay s ta tio n  in  D in a jp u r Sadar chatkaL 
subdiv ision  under th e  N aw abganj police-station , situated  
a t  la titu d e  25°24' N . an d  longitude 89“ E. A rea o f  the 
village is 689 acres and  popu la tion  1,011 according to  the  
1961 C ensus. I t  con ta in s th e  b ranches o f the  U n ited  B ank 
L td . and  the N atio n a l Bank o f B angladesh. T here is also 
a  p isc icu ltu re office here.

I t  is a  h isto rical graveyard, the resting  place o f  a  M uslim  CheheigazL 
sa in t and  40 o th e r  A ra b  w arriors. I t  is situated  on  the  wes
te rn  side o f th e  D inajpu r-T etu lia  R o a d , only 4 miles from  
D in a jp u r tow n . I t  is u n d e r the  K otw ali th a n a  an d  C hehelgazi 
un io n . T h e  sh rine o f  H afiz sa in t a t C hehelgazi is alleged to
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have been construc ted  in  1410 A .D . by a  Faw/War d u ring  the
reign  o f  S u ltan  B arbak  Shah.

deradangi. I t  is a  village in  D in a jp u r Sadar subdivision u n d er the
K otw ali po lice-sta tion . I t  con ta ins an  in ierm ed iate  college,
know n as C heradang i College, a  h igh school (estd . in  1938) 
and  a  m odel prim ary  school.

CUrlibandar. I t  is a  th a n a  h eadquarte rs  s ta tion  in S adar subdivision,
s ituated  a t  la titu d e  25"39' N . an d  longitude 88°47' E . Jt
h as  a n  area  o f  121 sq. m iles accord ing  to  th e  1961 C ensus. 
I t  has ju risd ic tion  over 145 villages u n d er 10 un ions w ith  a 
p o p u la tio n  o f  1,09,339. T he village C h irirb an d ar itse lf  has 
an  area  o f  1,379 acres w ith 1,842 inhab itan ts. There is a  bi
weekly hat here. In  th is  hat com m odities com e from  local 
areas an d  Bogra. T here are one h igh  school and  o n e  p o st
office in  the  village. In  all, there a re  five h igh schools an d
61 p rim ary  schools, including 13 m odel p rim ary  schools in 
the  th an a .

Debiganj. I t  is a  th a n a  h ead q u arte r in  T hak u rg ao n  subdivision .
situated  a t  la titude 2 6 ’0 8 ' N . an d  longitude 88°38' E. It
covers a n  area  o f  119 sq. m iles having ju risd ic tio n  over 85
villages u n d er 6 un ions w ith a po p u la tio n  o f  65,154 according 
to  the  C ensus o f  1961. T here are tw o high schools in  the 
th a n a , including one a t the th a n a  headquarte rs, an d  29 prim ary  
schools.

D cbiganj is a  village o n  the K ara to y a  river, 4^ miles from  D om ar 
sta tio n  o n  the B angladesh Railw ay, w ith w hich it is connected 
by a  good road . I t  is situated  o n  a  high open  stretch  o f  land  
an d  though  the  tem peratu re  is m odera te  d u ring  th e  h o t w eather 
it  is a  healthy  place. D ebiganj was th e  head q u arte rs  o f  the  
m anager o f  C hak la ja t estates o f  th e  M ah ara ja  o f  G ooch Behar. 
T h ere  a re  a  governm ent charitab le  dispensary , a  p o s t an d  
telegraph office an d  a  D istric t C ouncil Inspection  Bungalow  
a t D ebiganj.

Dinaipar H ead q u arters  tow n  o f  D in a jp u r d istric t, s ituated  in  25°37'
N . la titude an d  88°39' E. longitude on  the easte rn  bank  o f 
th e  river P u n a rb h ab a  a t its confluence w ith the  D hepa. I t  is 
bou n d ed  on  the n o rth  by the  villages o f  S u ihari, K a ta p a ra , 
Bangi B echapara, on  the  east by S heikhupura  an d  by the 
river P u n arb h ab a  o n  the  west. D ina jpu r M unicipality  has an  
are a  o f  6 T 5  sq. miles an d  is divided in to  five U nion  C o m 
m ittees. It has a  popu la tion  o f  37,711 accord ing  to  the  1961 
C ensus. T he headquarte rs  o f  K otw ali th a n a  w as created  by 
N otification  N o . 11099-P., dated  the 20th Septem ber 1915
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T h e  th a n a  covers a n  area  o f  139 sq . m iles an d  has ju risd ic
tio n  over 208 villages o f  14 un ions including 5 U n io n  C om 
m ittees o fD in a jp u r  M unicipality  w ith  a  po p u la tio n  o f  1,37,045.

G enerally  speaking the  clim ate o f  D in a jp u r is extrem e; Climate, 
th e  tem peratu re  rising  u p  to  117° in  sum m er a n d  falling dow n 
to  48° in  w inter. A  ghasty  h o t w est w ind blow s over th e  tow n 
a n d  su rround ing  areas du ring  the  m on th s o f  A pril a n d  M ay.
T his phenom enon  has hard ly  any  parallel in  any o th er tow n
o f  B angladesh. A  chilly w ind also  blows from  the  n o rth  
d u rin g  the w in ter season  o n  accoun t o f  its  prox im ity  to  the 
H im alayas. T he co ld  w eather m ay be said to  set in  from
N ovem ber a n d  con tinue till M arch . R ainfall is a b u n d a n t 
d u rin g  the  m o n th s  o f  June , Ju ly , A ugust an d  Septem ber. The 
average rain fall is 56", although  d rough t is n o t an  uncom m on 
calam ity .

T he percentage o f  literacy in  the  tow n  is 43 w hich is Literacj.
■quite h igh com pared  w ith th a t o f o th e r tow ns in  the  n o rth ern  
p a rt o f  B angladesh. T he progress o f  education  has been 
m arked  by g radual an d  steady increase in  the  p ro p o rtio n  
o f  literates. T he people o f  D inajpu r, particu larly  the  M uslim s 
can  b o as t o f  ru n n in g  educational in stitu tio n s like prim ary 
schools, m ak tabs an d  m adrasah  since long  ago. T h is m ay be 
one o f  the reasons fo r th e  h igh percen tage o f  literacy  am ong 
th e  m asses.

T here is a  degree college in  th e  to w n , viz., D inajpur Educational
College, w hich w as provincialised  w ith  effect from  M ay, 1968.
T his college was form erly  know n as S u rend ranath  College and  
w as established in  1942. A n o th er in term ediate  college, nam ely,
D in a jp u r M ah ila  College (for girls only) was established 
recently . T here a re  eight high schools including tw o fo r the 
g irls, o f  w hich th e  Zilla S chool (estd . in  1854), M ah ara ja  G irija 
N a th  H igh S chool (estd . in  1913), G ov t. G irls’ H igh  School 
(estd . in  1928) an d  St. Philips H igh  S chool (estd . in  1953)
deserve special m en tion . T here is a  good  H igh  M adrasah  and  
a lso  a  D akhili M ad rasah  im parting  religious education  to  
the  M uslim s, These M adrasahs a rc  o f  h igh school s tan d ard  in  
th e  subjects ta u g h t there in . Besides there are a  n u m b er o f  
ju n io r  an d  p rim ary  schools in  the tow n.

T he tow n has a  netw ork  o f  good  roads properly  m ain ta ined  Communications, 
by  the  M unicipality  an d  the  G overnm ent. T he m ain  roads o f  
th e  tow n  are K otw ali R o ad  connecting  the  railway s ta tio n  
w ith  S uihari, the  B alubari R o ad  linking the S adar H osp ita l
w ith  R ajbari o n  the  no rth -eas t p a r t  o f  the  tow n a n d  the
M ursh idabad  R oad  jo in in g  K otw ali R oad  near Lily Talkies w ith
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P u lha t, keeping the co u rt prem ises o n  the east an d  Bara M aidan  
o n  the  west. I t  passes th rough  C haw k Bazar, K o tw ali Po lice 
S ta tion  an d  R ailbazar. T he N atio n al B ank o f  B angladesh , S adar 
H osp ita l, Z illa S chool a n d  the  M unicipal Office stand  o n  th is 
ro ad . Besides, th e re  a re  a  num ber o f  o th e r roads also. D inaj- 
p u r  used to  be o n e  o f  the largest districts o f  undivided Ind ia 
an d  several d istric ts w ere carved o u t o f  it  subsequently . As 
such , its head q u arte r tow n  was th e  converging p o in t o f  a  
num ber o f  w ide ro ad s  linking it w ith  B ogra, R angpur, Ja lpai- 
guri, M ald a , M ursh idabad  an d  P urnea, th e  la st fo u r  being  now  
in Ind ia. T he ch ief m eans o f  tran sp o rta tio n  available a re  th e  
cycle-rickshaw  a n d  buUock-carts. M o to r vehicles such  as buses 
an d  taxics, though  few in  num ber, a re  also  availab le fo r 
jou rneys w ith in  an d  ou tside the tow n.

The Town. B uchanan  H am ilton  in  describing D inajpu r said th a t  it m ight
be divided in to  fou r po rtions, viz., D ina jpu r p roper, R ajganj, 
K an ch an g h a t a n d  P aharpu r. A  new  q u arte r, P u lha t, was sub
sequently  added  to  it. D ina jpu r p ro p e r is the  north -eastern  
q u arte r o f  the  tow n  w here the M ah ara ja  B ahadur o f  D in a jp u r 
had  his residence. This q u arte r, being originally the  seat o f  
au tho rity , gave its nam e to  the  tow n  an d  th e  d istrict. The 
nam e itse lf is p robably  derived from  som e form er prince , D inaj 
o r  D inw aj, w ho h ad  h is  palace here. R ajganj is the  central 
p o r tio n  o f  th e  tow n  con tain ing  shops, m erch an ts’ godow ns, 
m arke ts , etc. K anchangha t is the  w estern  p o rtio n  o f  th e  tow n 
close to  the  river. I t  appears to  have been form erly  a  business 
q u arte r, b u t is now -a-days occupied  by the  houses an d  gardens 
o f  w ell-to-do persons. P ah a rp u r is th e  sou thern  p o rtio n  o f  the 
tow n  con tain ing  the  ja il hosp ital, railw ay sta tion , co u rts  an d  th e  
residences o f  G overnm ent officers. P u lh a t is s ituated  o n  the  
extrem e sou th  an d  contains all th e  p rincipal rice godow ns. A  
bi-weekly m ark e t is held here. T he o ld  nam es have been largely 
superseded by m ore recen t nam es apply ing  to  sm aller areas . 
R ajganj, fo r instance, is split up in to  M un sh ip ara , N im ta la , 
G anesh ta la , K ay ah p atti, B asan ipatti an d  K sh tr iap a ra . T o  th e  
w est a lo n g  the  river b an k  we get Sastitala, B aluadanga, G hasi- 
p a ra  an d  ^C haw lpatti; to  the  n o rth  a re  s ituated  R am nagar, 
K alita la  a n d  o n  th e  east is th e  large q u arte r o f  B alubari. T h e  
local gen try  have the ir houses in  Sastitala, G h asip ara , K alita la , 
B a rab an d a r an d  B alubari on  the  ou tsk irts  o f  the  tow n  in  th e  
n o rth  o f  the  railw ay line. T h e  dw elling houses are o f  b rick  
structu re  su rrounded  by h u ts  o f  various shapes a n d  sizes an d  
the  w hole is generally enclosed^ by a  b rick  o r  a  m u d  wall. 
Som etim es a  sm all garden  w ith  m ango an d  ja ck -fru it trees is 
ncluded in  the hom estead.
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O n the  east o f  th e  B ara M aid an , th e  spacious an d  beautifu l 
m aidan  o f  th e  to w n , im m ediate ly  sou th  o f  th e  railw ay line stand  
th e  Judge’s a n d  M ag istra te ’s C ourts , o th e r  G overnm en t offices 
a n d  th e  Judge’s bungalow . T o  th e  east o f  these a re  th e  Reserve 
Police Lines w ith  a  p arad e  g ro u n d  in  f ro n t o f  them  to  the 
sou th . O n  th e  opposite  side o f  the  maidan  a re  the  new C ircuit 
H ouse an d  the  Civil Surgeon’s an d  Police S uperin tenden t’s 
bungalow s. T h e  D ep u ty  C om m issioner’s house, a  fine o ld  brick  
structu re , s tands o n  the  b a n k  o f  the  river to  th e  south-w est o f  
the  tow n . F ro m  th e  ro o f  o f  th is  bu ild ing , one can  get a  ch arm 
ing view o f  the  river an d  o f  the  d is tan t H im alayas. A t certain  
tim es o f  th e  year the  K anchan jangha a n d  o th e r  snow -capped 
p eaks m ay be seen.

A m ong  the  pub lic  in stitu tions o f  D inajpu r, m en tion  m ay b e  PabUe 
m ade o f  th e  S ta tio n  C lub situated  in  the  B ara  M aidan , am idst 
p ic tu resque scenery. So far as can  be ascertained th e  c lub  is 
rep u ted  to  be a b o u t 150 years o ld . I t  has its  m em bership  
d raw n  m ain ly  from  the  G overnm en t officials a n d  o th e r  elite o f  
th e  tow n. T here  is a  good  S porting  A ssociation  here, to  w hich 
m any youngm en  including officials an d  non-officials belong.
T h e  m o st w ell-know n pub lic  in stitu tion  o f  the  tow n  is the  K hw aja 
N az im udd in  M uslim  H all an d  L ibrary . E stablished in  1932 it 
has a t  its  d isposal a  very rich  collection  o f  b o o k s in  English,
Bengali a n d  U rd u ; o ld  pa lm  leaves an d  p ap e r m an u scrip ts ;
in scrip tion  o n  stones o f  h is to iica l im p o ita n c c -afld-ot her a r rh a eor___________
logical relics. A  m o n th ly  an d  a  fortn igh tly  jo u rn a ls  a re  also  
pub lished  by th e  H all. T he A rya P u stak ag ar is an o th er lib rary  
o f  im portance . T h e  N a o ro z  S ahitya M ajlish , S anskriti Sansad,
D in a jp u r D ram a tic  C lub  a n d  D in a jp u r M ah ila  S am iti a re  o ther 
im p o rta n t cu ltu ra l in stitu tions o f  the  tow n. C u ltu ra l functions 
a n d  m eetings a re  usually  held in  D ram atic  H all o f  th e  B oostan  
C inem a. T h e  tow n  h as  a  m odern  hosp ita l equ ipped  w ith  X -R ay 
p lan t. In  ad d itio n , th e re  is a  M atern ity  an d  C hild  W elfare 
C en tre , a  T .B . C linic a n d  a  S chool H ealth  C entre.

T h e  im p o rta n t com m ercial an d  shopp ing  centres o f  th e  tow n  Trade and 
a re  P u lh a t, S u ihari, M a ld ap a tty , C haw kbazar, B a rab an d a r an d  
B ahadu r B azar. A n  In d u stria l E sta te  has been  set u p  by the  
B ang ladesh  Sm all Industries C o rp o ra tio n  a t  P u lh a t. T here 
a re  a  num ber o f  rice m ills, shoe factories and  soap  factories 
i n  th e  tow n .

T he b ranches o f  th e  N atio n al B ank  o f  B angladesh, H ab ib  
B ank an d  M uslim  C om m ercial B ank situated  on  M ursh id ab ad  
R o a d  in  M a ld ap a tty  a n d  N im ta la  a re  th e  com m ercial bu ild ings, 
w hich serve as lan d m ark s o f  th e  tow n.
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Plac«s of 
lDtere«t.

Administration.

Dinajpnr 
Satellite town.

T he m ain  articles o f  trad e  are  paddy , ju te , sugarcane, 
p o ta to , quality  lichis and  Gopalbhog  m angoes w hich a re  p ro 
duced locally. Kataribhog— a  nam e given to  the  fine grained 
w hite  rice is a  highly praised  article  o f  food.

A m ong  the  h isto rical an d  o th er places o f  in te rest, w hich 
deserve special m ention , a re  the  palace o f  th e  M a h ara ja  o f  
D ina jpu r, th e  G o ra  Shahid M azar, Ja il K h an a  M osque, Shahi 
M osque , K anchan  Bridge an d  B ara M aidan . T he B ara  M aidan  
is s ituated  o n  the sou thern  side o f  the D in a jp u r Railw ay 
sta tion . I t  is nearly  1^ m iles in  circum ference d o tte d  w ith  
han d so m e trees all round . I t  h a s  a  park-like appearance. T h e  
P ah a rp u r  A usadhalaya an d  A yurvedic M an u fac tu rin g  L ab o ra to ry  
o f  indigenous m edicine situated  o n  th e  w estern  side o f  th e  tow n 
are  fam ous th ro u g h o u t B angladesh. In  K alita la  there is a  
tem ple o f  K a li o f  som e an tiqu ity  called  th e  M ash an  K ali 
tem ple an d  in  G anesh ta la  a  tem ple o f  G anesh w ith a n  ido l o f  
g rea t an tiqu ity , b ro u g h t from  B annagar, the city  o f  B ana R a j, 
th e  m yth ical p rince  ro u n d  w hom  so m any o f  the  local trad itio n s 
centre. O n th e  w est o f  the  B ara  M aidan , beh ind  th e  Police 
S uperin tenden t’s bungalow , there is a  large ta n k , called th e  
Zulum -iiagar, from  its  having been excavated by a  form er 
C ollector w ith ja il labour. T he ta n k  was p artly  silted u p  an d  
in  1909-10 it was re-excavated a n d  cleaned. The m ost p ic tu res
que ta n k  in  the  d istric t, the  R am sagar, is situated  a t  a  d istance 
o f  five m iles from  D in a jp u r tow n. I t  was dug by th e  then  
M ah ara ja  in  the  beginning o f  the 18th century  an d  he m ain
ta ined  a  com fo rtab le  rest-house a t  th is  spot.

T h e  tow n is adm inistered  by  a  M un ic ipa l C om m ittee , con
sisting o f  44 m em bers w ith  the S .D .O ., S adar as its ex-officio  
C hairm an . I t  looks afte r san ita tion , public  h ea lth , m ain tenance 
o f  r o a d s , lighting  o f  the tow n  etc. A  few prim ary  schools a re  
also  ru n  by th e  M unicipal C om m ittee.

T h e  construc tion  o f  a  satellite tow n  o r a  housing estate  in  
the  vicinity o f  D ina jpu r tow n  was taken  in  h an d  by th e  G o v e rn 
m ent in  1960-61 to  rehab ilita te  the  refugees a n d  th e  low - 
incom e g roups o f  D in a jp u r d istrict. I t  is situated  a t  A n an d a  
Sagar P ar, a b o u t miles east o f  D inajpur, a t  la titude 25'^38' 
N . an d  longitude 88°39 ' E . G overnm ent acquired  364 acres 
o f  land  here, passed and  executed a p lan  fo r th e  co n stru c tio n  
o f  1,888 low -cost houses a n d  1,700 residential p lo ts an d  o th e r  
utility build ings a t  a  to ta l cost o f  R s.2,60,00,000.

E ach house consists o f  one ro o m (1 2 'X  9 '-6 ") w ith  a  veran d ah , 
san ita ry  la trine  (3 ' X  4 ')  an d  a  p la tfo rm  fo r b a th , b u t w ithou t 
k itchen . T h e  w alls a re  5" th ic k  an d  th e  com p o u n d  w all 6 ' X  3
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high. T h e  cost o f  the  house including the Iand» is being 
realised from  the  allo ttees in  easy m onth ly  instalm ents a t  R s .I5  
and  a t R s.29 per m o n th  extending over a  period  o f  15 years.
R esidential p lo ts  fo r d istribu tion  am ong  displaced persons 
have been developed by ra ising  a n d  levelling the  la n d  a n d  
p rov id ing  necessary com m unity  facilities, roads, w ater-supply, 
sewerage a n d  electricity . T h e  p lo ts a re  m ostly  144 sq. yards 
a n d  200 sq. yards each a n d  th rere  a re  a  few bigger p lo ts .
T he a re a  con tains a  p rim ary  schoo l, a  dispensary-cw /n-m ater- 
n ity  hom e, a  vegetable, fish a n d  m eat m arket, a  shopping
cen tre w ith 42 shops an d  com m ercial p lo ts  o f  th ree  acres.
R oads a n d  w ater-supply  are m ain ta ined  by M unicipal C om m ittee, 
electricity by B W A PD A , schoo l by E duca tion  D epartm en t
an d  H ea lth  C entre by the  D irec to ra te  o f  H ea lth  Services.

T his is a  village in  T h ak u rg ao n  subdiv ision , w ith  2.317 Garcya. 
inhab itan ts  an d  a n  a re a  o f  2,001 acres. I t  is a  big m a rk e t an d  
ju te  centre. T he village is under the  G areya u n io n  and  
T hak u rg ao n  th a n a  situated  8 m  les east o f  T h ak u rg ao n , o n  the 
ro ad  from  T h ak u rg ao n  to  N ilpham ari. A  good deal o f  ju te  is 
g row n in  the  vicinity. T here  a re  several ju te  godow ns a n d
M arw ari shops in  the  village. D uring  the ju te  season 1,500 
to  2,000 ca rt-lo ad s o f  lu te  a re  sold o n  every ha t day . T he
place is devoid  o f  a ttra c tio n , the  coun try  ro u n d  a b o u t being 
flat an d  w ithou t an y th in g  in  the  w ay o f  an tiqu ities to  relieve 
the  m ono tony . T h e  village con ta ins a  h igh  school (estd . in 
1964) a n d  a  p rim ary  school.

I t  is a  th a n a  h ead q u arte rs  in  S adar subdivision. I t  is s ituated  Ghoraghat. 
a t  la titu d e  25°15' N . an d  long itude 89°17' E . T h e  th a n a  
covers a n  area  o f  57 sq. miles hav ing  ju risd ic tio n  over 115 
villages w ith  a  po p u la tio n  o f  37,916 accord ing  to  the  1961 
C ensus. T he v illage is s ituated  on  the  b a n k  o f  th e  K ara to y a  
river in  th e  sou th  eastern  co rner o f  the  d istrict, 18 m iles ea st 
o f  th e  railw ay s ta tio n  o f  H ill in  Bogra. I t  is o n e  o f  the 
o ldest an d  th e  m o s t a ttrac tiv e  places in  N o rth  Bengal. I t  has 
a n  a re a  o f  533 acres a n d  p o p u la tio n  353 accord ing  to  the  
1961 C ensus. T h ere  a re  a  h igh  school, a  p rim ary school, a  
club an d  a  lib rary . G overnm ent offices, a  charitab le dispensary  
an d  a  p o st office a t  G horaghat. B ut there is no te legraph  o r 
te lephone office, n o r any  S ub-R egistrar’s office. T he T h an a  
T ra in in g  a n d  D evelopm ent C entre is being  construc ted  near 
G h o ra g h a t u n d er th e  W orks P rogram m e.

D u rin g  the  M u g h a l perod  it was the divisional head q u arte r 
o f  R evenue A dm in is tra tion . I t  is  aV,o the  resting plf.c.e o f  Shah 
Ism ail G haz i, D a ria  B okhari, M ou lana  N u ru d d in  an d  o thers.
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A  considerable trad e  in  rice is carried  o n  there . G h o ra g h a t 
was a n  im p o rta n t p lace in  ancient tim es. B uchanan  H am ilto n  
says “ G h o ra g h a t is th e  place w here V ira t R a ja  k ep t his horses, 
from  w hich circum stances its nam e is derived. In  the  tim e o f  
N az ra t K h an , k ing o f  G au r, it  belonged to  a  certa in  N ila rab ar 
R aja , w ho resided a t  K an tad w ar in  R an g p u r d istrict. In  the 
conquest o f  th is  infidel N az ra t em ployed Ism ail G haz i, a 
very ho ly  m an  a n d  a  good  officer. H e reduced all th e  neigh
b o u rin g  coun try , an d  to o k  up  his residence in  th e  fo rt o f 
G h o ra g h a t, w hich h a d  form erly  been construced  by  th e  H indus, 
an d  changed  the  nam e o f  the  place in to  N az ra tab a d  a f te r  his 
m aste r’s title. H e then  cleared the  ad jacen t w oods, an d  a 
city arose , w hich was m uch increased by th e  ad d itio n  o f  
A rangabad  to  the  n o rth  an d  N aran g ab ad  to  th e  so u th ” .

Hakimpur. I t  is a  th a n a  head q u arte rs  in  S adar subdivision. I t  is
situated  a t  la titu d e  25^17' N . an d  longitude 8 9 " 0 r  E . I t  covers 
a n  area  o f  78 sq. m il:s  w ith ju r isd ic tio n  over 120 villages u n d er 4 
un ions. Its po p u la tio n  according to  th e  1961 C ensus is  52,311. 
T he village itself has a  po p u la tio n  o f  1,475 a n d  a n  a re a  o f  315 
acres. I t  con tains a  custom s p o st, one B angladesh Rifles ou t-post, 
a  high school, a  ju n io r  high school an d  a  p rim ary school. T h e  th a n a  
as a  w hole con tains tw o high  schools an d  28 prim ary  schools.

Haripor. I t  is a  th a n a  headquarte rs in  T hak u rg ao n  subdivision.
I t  is s ituated  a t  la titude 25°50 ' N . a n d  long itude 88°08' E . 
I t  covers a n  a re a  o f  77 sq. miles w ith ju risd ic tio n  over 8 
un ions an d  75 villages. Its popu la tion  accord ing  to  th e  1961 
Census is 38,170. T he village H arip u r itself has a n  area  o f  625 
acres w ith  664 inhab itan ts.

I t  lies 37 m iles north-w est o f  D ina jpu r an d  close to  the  
m ain  ro a d  to  P u rnea  (India). O ne o f  th e  sm aller an n u a l ca ttle  
fairs is held here an d  there is also  a  large weekly m ark e t. 
I t  con tains a  charitab le  dispensary, a  high school (estd . in  1957) 
an d  a  prim ary  school. T he th a n a  as a  w hole con tains 29 
prim ary  schools.

Joyganj. I t  is a  b ig  village w ith 2,355 inhab itan ts in  T hak u rg ao n
subdivision. I t  is situated  o n  the  T hakurgaon-N ilpham ari 
road , 19 m iles east o f  T hak u rg ao n  o n  the east b a n k  o f  the 
A tra i. I t  used to  be a n  im p o rta n t centre o f  ju te  an d  o th er 
trade , b u t its im portance in  th is respect has declined in  recent 
years. A sm all ca ttle  fair is held a t  Joyganj every year in  the 
m on th  o f  M arch .

Kaharolc. I t  is a  th a n a  h eadquarte rs  in  S adar subdivision , s ituated  a t
la titude 25^47' N . a n d  longitude 88''36 ' E . I t  covers a n  area
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o f  80 sq. m iles w ith  ju risd ic tion  over 153 villages u n d e r 5 
un ions. I ts  p o p u la tio n  accord ing  to  th e  1961 C ensus is 49,356.
T h e  th a n a  con ta in s th ree h igh schools an d  37 prim ary  schools.

I t is a  ju n c tio n  railw ay sta tio n  in  B iral th a n a  o f  D in a jp u r Kanchan.
S ad ar subdiv ision , s itu a ted  a t  la titude 25°37 ' N . an d  longitude 
88°36' E . T h e  village is locally know n  as  C hak -K anchati. I t  
is u n d er the  F a ra k k a b a d  un ion  w ith  a  p o p u la tio n  o f  177 and  
an  area  o f  222 acres accord ing  to  th e  1961 Census.

I t  is a  sm all village on  the  D ina jpu r-T haku rgaon  ro a d , Kaotanagar.
12 m iles n o rth  o f  D in a jp u r, o n  th e  b an k  o f  the  D hepa an d  
s itu a ted  a t  la titu d e  25‘’47 ' N . an d  long itude 88‘'4 l '  E . T h e  
ch ie f p o in t o f  in te rest a b o u t th e  place is a  large H in d u  tem ple, 
w hich B uchanan  H am ilto n  described as by fa r th e  finest he 
h a d  seen in  Bengal. I t  is situated  in  the ru in s o f  a  fo rt, 
w hich is said to  have belonged to  V irat R aja . T he bu ild ing  
w as b egun  in  1704 by R a ja  P ran n a th , th e  greatest o f  th e  
D in a jp u r R a jas, w ho b ro u g h t a n  im age o f  K an ta ji (V ishnu) 
from  D elh i a n d  set it  u p  there. T he story  o f  the  R am ayana 
an d  the  M a h a b h a ra ta  is depicted  in  p ic tu re  on  the  tem ple walls.
Besides th e  legendary  figures o f  R am ayana an d  M a h ab h a ra ta  
there a re  also  figures o f  A k b ar, his queens an d  re tinue sailing in  
b o a ts  on  h u n tin g  excursions. T h e  tem ple, originally  a  sm all 

'ri'i rnivifi iiction w en t on  an d  to o k  a  long  tim e
in com pletion . F o r  w an t o f  a tten tio n  it som i led  in to  d isiepair------------------ ___
an d  M r. H a tch , C ollector o f  the  d istric t, h ad  it thoroughly  
resto red  less th a n  100 years afte r it  was firs t begun. I t  again
becam e a lm o st a  ru in  by a n  ea rth q u ak e  in  1897 a n d  la ter the
M ah ara ja  partly  a t  th e  instance o f  G overnm ent spen t consi
d erab le  sum s in  resto ring  it. T he bu ild ing, a  square  tw o- 
s to ried  b rick  structu re , rests upon  a  m assive p lin th  o f  sandstone 
b locks, b ro u g h t from  the  ru ins o f  the  anc ien t city o f  B annagar 
n ear G angaram pur. The w hole exterior o f  the tem ple is covered 
w ith  beau tifu l reliefs, represen ting  every phase o f  H indu  social 
life. T h e  ro o f  w as form erly  ad o rn ed  w ith tu rre ts  o r  cupolas, 
w hich, how ever, w ere a ll destroyed  in  the 1897 ea rthquake .
A n  an n u a l religious fair is held a t  K an tan ag a r o n  the
occasion  o f  Rash-Jatra^ to  w hich m any  pilgrim s reso rt. The
K an ta n ag a r tem ple , th ough  beautifu l an d  in teresting  is o f  
q u ite  m o d ern  p a tte rn . T he tem ple has been repaired  an d  
being  looked a fte r by the A rchaeological D epartm en t. B u t 
th e  o ld  fo rt in  w hich the  tem ple stands is o f  g reat 
an tiq u ity . I t  is sa id  to  have been one o f  the  places 
w here V ira t R a ja , a  very anc ien t an d  apparen tly  pow erful 
m o n arch , kep t his herd  o f  cattle. T he space covered by the 
fo r t  is a b o u t a  m ile square a n d  is su rrounded  an d  intersected
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by  h igh ram p a rt, now  overgrow n w ith  jung le . W ith in  th e  
fortifications a re  several large m ounds possib ly  the  rem ains, 
o f  anc ien t bu ild ings, b u t all the  ru ins seem  to  be o f  ea r th  
an d  no  bricks o r  stones a re  to  be found  from  w hich a n y  
in fo rm ation  m ig h t be ob ta ined .

KaugaoD. I t  is a  village a n d  a  railw ay s ta tio n  in  D in a jp u r S adar
subdivision s ituated  a t  la titude 25°37 ' N . a n d  long itude 88°* 
4 3 ' E . I t  is under the S asara un ion  an d  K otw ali po lice-sta tion . 
A rea o f  the  village is 350 acres an d  p o p u la tio n , 335 acco rd in g  
to  th e  1961 C ensus. I t  con tains a  p o s t office an d  a  b ig  m ark e t
is held  here.

Khao5ania. I t  is a  th a n a  headquarte rs in  S ad ar subdiv ision , situ a ted  a t
la titu d e  25°56' N . an d  long itude 88°44 ' E . I t  covers a n  a re a  
o f  69 sq. m iles w ith ju risd ic tio n  over 57 villages under 6 un ions. 
I ts  p o p u la tio n  accord ing  to  the  1961 C ensus is 48,132. T h e  
village itse lf h as  a  p o p u la tio n  o f  1,798. I t  is n ine m iles w est 
o f  D arw ani railw ay s ta tio n  in  th e  R an g p u r d is tric t a n d  23 
m iles no rth -w est o f  D in a jp u r o n  the east b a n k  o f  th e  A tra i. 
I t  is a  b ig  centre o f  ju te  trad e  a n d  has a  large weekly m ark e t. 
T h e  village con tains a  h igh schoo l (estd. in  1964) a n d  a p rim ary  
school.

LaUri. I t  is a  village in  T h ak u rg ao n  subdivision u n d er the  B alia-
dang i po lice-sta tion , 14 m iles w est o f  T h ak u rg ao n  an d  48 m iles 
north -w est o f  D inajpu r. I t  con ta ins a  h igh school (estd . in  1958), 
one o f  th e  th ree G u ru  T ra in ing  schools in  the  d istric t, a  m odel 
p rim ary  school an d  a  reg istra tion  office. I t  is a  large cen tre fo r 
ju te  trade , an d  exports  n o t only raw  ju te  b u t hand -m ade  gunny 
c lo th . T here  is a  b ig  weekly m ark e t here.

Mansalpnr. I t  is a  village an d  a  railw ay s ta tio n  in  D in a jp u r S adar
subdivision u n d er th e  A zim pur U n io n  an d  Biral th a n a , situated  
a t  la titude 25°43' N . a n d  long itude 88“32' E . A rea o f  the  
village is 218 acres an d  po p u la tio n  75 only  acco rd ing  to  the  
1961 C ensus. T here  is one prim ary  school near th e  railw ay 
sta tion . A  m ela, nam ed A zad  M ela, is held in  th e  village 
every year. A  bi-w eekly hat is held here, w here com m odities 
com e from  local areas an d  fro m  Bogra.

Manmathpur. I t  is a  village a n d  a  railw ay s ta tio n  in  D in a jp u r Sadar
subdivision  u n d er the  M an m ath p u r un ion  an d  P a rb a tip u r  police- 
s ta tio n , I t  is s ituated  a t  la titude 25°40 ' N . a n d  long itude 
88‘'51 ' E . A rea o f  the  village is 1,632 acres a n d  p o p u la tio n , 
2,240 accord ing  to  th e  1961 C ensus. I t con ta ins a  high school, 
a m odel a n d  a  non-m odel p rim ary schools, a  p o s t a n d  telegraph 
office, the  U n io n  C ouncil office an d  a  C o-operative rice mill.
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I t is a  village and  a  railw ay s ta tion  in D inajpur S adar ^‘*ollapa^a. 
subd iv ision  under the  B ochaganj po lice-station  and  A tgaon  
un ion , situated  a t  la titude 25"'45' N . an d  longitude 88 '*3r E. A rea 
o f  th e  village is 468 acres an d  popu la tion  778 accord ing  to  the 
1961 C ensus, ft con tains a p rim ary  school and  a  hat is held here.

I t  is a  th a n a  headquarte rs in  S adar subdivision, situated  a t  \aw*bganj, 
la titude 25'’25 ' N . a n d  longitude 89°05' E . I t  has an  area  o f  
152 sq. miles accord ing  to  the 1961 C ensus, w ith ju risd ic tion  
over 257 villages tinder 8 un ions. T he village itself is situated  
seven miles east o f  C h a rk a i railway sta tion  on the old channel 
o f  the K aratoya, which is now  little m ore  th a n  a  string  o f  
heels o r m arshes. I t  was the  cen tre o f  a  police circle o f  168 sq. 
miles and  used to  be th e  headquarte rs o f  a  M unsif in  form er days.
T here  a rc  som e places o f  an tiq u a ria n  in terest in  th e  vicinity, 
no tably  S itak o t o r  S itakunda , a  square m ound o f  bricks 
su rround ing  a  cavity  in w hich th e  goddess Sita is said to  have 
lived d u rin g  her ban ishm ent from  R am . A  sh o rt d istance aw ay, 
on  the  banks o f  the K aratoya. there is a  place called T arpan - 
ghat, w here th e  p o et and  sa in t V alm iki used to  bathe and  
w hich ow ing to  its sacred character is still resorted  to  twice 
a year by the  H indus o f  the  locality  for the  sam e purpose.

~Thp th a iiu , 'i iiii.»iwi thrnn hipii sch‘̂ ols an d  58 prim ary schools.

I t  is a  sm all village in T haku rgaon  subdivision, under th e  Nckmard 
N ek m ard an  un ion  an d  R an isankail th an a , 16 miles south-w est 
o f  T h ak u rg ao n  an d  37 miles north-w est o f  D inajpur. Area 
o f  the  village is 298 acres and  popu la tion . 185 according to  the 
1961 C ensus. The village is o f  no  im portance in itself, b u t is 
nevertheless w orthy  o f  m ention  as the place where the biggest 
ca ttle  fair in  B angladesh is held every year in  A pril. There 
w ere serveral p ro p rie to rs  o f  the fair, o f  w hom  the principal 
w ere the  M aldw ar a n d  H aripu r zam indars a n d  they divided the 
p rofits o f  the  fair betw een them . The fair was closed by o rder 
o f  the  M agistra te , as it was feared th a t a ttrac ting , as i t  d id , 
large num bers o f  up -coun try  m en it m igh t b ring  plague in to  
th e  d istric t. I t  rem ained  closed till 1907, w hen th e  perm ission 
o f  G overnm ent was ob ta ined  to  reopen it. Since then  it has 
been regularly  held an d  is beginning to  regain  som e o f  its 
fo rm er im portance. The village contains a  high school, a 
d ispensary  and  a  p o st office.

T he place derives its nam e from the M uslim  piv  o r  sain t.
Syed N ekm ardan , w hose rem ains a re  preserved in a  thatched 
h u t near the  site o f  the  fair held in h is honour. H e appears 
to  have been a  very holy  m an , b u t little is know n a b o u t him  
and  it is im possible to  determ ine the period  w hen he lived.

21
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Panchut!arh

DINAJPUR DISTRICT GAZETfKHR Ch. XV

I’ l i r b a t i p u r .

It is a thana  headquarte rs  in T hak u rg ao n  subdivision , 
.situated a t la titude 2 6 '2 0 ' N . and  longitude 88'"34' E. 
The thana  covers an  area o f  103 sq. miles w ith ju risd ic tion
over 4 unions and  38 villages. Its popu la tion  accord ing  to  the
1961 C ensus is 49.298. The village is under the Panchagarh 
un ion , and  it con tains an  interm ediate college, a high school, 
a  p rim ary school, a post an d  telegraph office, an d  a  C  & B 
Rest House.

It is a village and a  railway sta tion  in O inajpur S adar
subdivision under the H ak iinpu r police s ta tion  situated  a t 
la titude 25' i7 ' N .a n d  longitude 89'OT H. It is the last railway 
station  in the sou thern  side o f  the d istric t, from w here Bogra 
d istric t begins. The village contains a high school (esld. in 
(956). a  m odel prim ary school, a post an d  telegraph office an d  
.1 D istrict C ouncil Inspection Bungalow . It is a centre o f
trade in ju lc  and rice. T lterc are som e 13 rice mills here.

It is a  thana headquarters in Sadar subdivision s ituated  a t 
latitude 2 5 '4 0 ' N . and  longitude 88 '5 5 ' E. It covers an  area 
o f 167 sq. miles with ju risd ic tion  over 14 unions and 193 villages. 
U is 19 miles cast o f  D inajpur. I ts  popu la tion  accord ing  to  
the 1961 Census is 1,56,732. P a rb a tip u r  itself is a  m unicipal 
tow n w hich covers an  area o f  2,237 acres w ith a  popu la tion  o f  
27,245. The adm in istra tion  o f  the tow n is ru n  by the P arb a tip u r 
T(»wn C om m ittee. The Tow n C om m ittee consists o f  18 m em bers. 
In the tow n there are an  interm ediate college, two high schooks 
for boys an d  one for girls, a post and  telegraph office an d  
a n  Inspection  Bungalow belonging to  the D istrict C ouncil.

P a rb a tip u r is an  im portan t ju n c tio n  in the  B angladesh 
Railw ay. T he railw ay broad-gauge m ain  line runs n o rth  and  
south , in the east o f  the  d istric t betw een Hilli an d  N orth  
P arb a tip u r. A fter the construction  o ' '  H ardinge Bridge over 
the  low er G anges the m eter-gauge railw ay line run n in g  through  
P arb a tip u r was converted in to  broad-gauge in Ju ly  1924. A t 
P arb a tip u r there a re  a  Police H ospital and  Railw ay Police 
ou t-post. A large bi-weekly m arket is held here. In this m arket 
com m odities com e from B ogra, Pabna, M ym ensingh. Jessore, 
K ushtia . K hulna and  R ajshahi, and  are  .sent to  K hulna, D au lat- 
piir. D acca. C om illa and  M ym ensingh. P arb a tip u r tow'n is on  
the old P arb a tipu r-R angpur road . T here a re  m any rem ains in 
the neighbourhood  which are  ascribed to  V irat R aja . The 
m ost im portan t o f  these a re  the  ru ins o f  a  fo rt an d  city where 
K ichak . borther-in-law  o f  V irat. is believed to  have lived. The 
fo rt is ab o u t half-a-m ile square an d  su rrounded  by a  ram p art 
and  a  ditch  now  overgrow n w ith trees an d  scrub jung le . A t
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a  place no t very far from  the present thana, in  a  hole under 
a  big tree, are to  be seen a  p lough an d  o th er instrum ents o f 
ag ricu ltu re  in stone which are  ascribed to  Bhhn R aja, a hero 
o f  the S olar race, w ho was hospitably  received by V irat Raja, 
when he and  his b ro thers were expelled from  their ancestral 
k ingdom .

I t is a  th a n a  head q u arte rs  in Sadar subdivision situated  a^ Phuiban, 
la titude 25‘ 30 ' N . an d  longitude 88 58' E. The th a n a  covers
a n  area o f  123 square  m iles with ju risd ic tion  over 220 villages
under 8 unions. I ts  popu la tion  is 75.516 according to  the 
1961 C ensus. It is 26 miles so u th -east o f  D inajpur an d  is 
a  railw ay sta tion  o f  the Bangladesh Railw ay. It con tiains an  
in term ediate  college, a high school, a  sub-registry office, a 
charitab le  dispensary , a  post an d  telegraph office and  a C & B 
Rest H ouse. A large bi-weekly m arket is held in the town.
In  th is  m arket com m odities com e from  Pabna. Bogra and 
local areas and  from  here ju te  is sent to  K h u ln a ; rice and 
paddy to  D acca and  M ym ensingh. M ost o f  the exports are 
carried  by rail, bu t in the rainy season a  certain  am o u n t o f
trade is carried by the Jam una river which flows th rough  the
village.

I t  li a  nratia— headquQrlC4^— m. T hak u rg ao n  su b d ivision. Pirganj.
situated  a t  la titu d e  25 '^5 r N . and  longitude 8 8 " 2 2 't .  TT ----------
covers an  area  o f  152 sq. miles w ith ju risd ic tion  over 180 
villages under 9 unions. Us popu la tion  is 91,562 according 
to  the 1961 C ensus. T he village Pirganj contains an  interm ediate 
college, a high school, a  post and  telegraph office an d  a  D istrict 
CoujKil Inspection Bungalow.

It is a  village in T hak u rg ao n  subdivision , close to  R anisan- 
kail village in the  thana  o f  the sam e nam e, on the opposite
bank  o f  the K ulik  river. It is o f  interest as being the place o f
residence o f  the  M aldaw r Z am indars. They lived in a
large brick bu ilt house, close to  which is a  charitab le dispensary  
form erly m ain ta ined  by them .

It is a  big dighi (tank ). 3.540 feet long and  960 feet broad- Biunsanar, 
It is situated  a t  a  d istance o f  5 miles from D inajpur tow n and  
has been nam ed afte r Raja R am nath  o f  D inajpur. under w hose 
com m and it was dug  in the  beginning o f  the 18th cen tury . It 
is fam ous for its crystal c lear w ater an d  is a favourite spot 
fo r picnic. O f late a ttem p ts  a re  being m ade to tu rn  it in to  a  
to u ris t resort. A n ang ler 's  cabin has been constructed  fo r Ihoge 
interested in angling  as a pastim e, as the tan k  abounds in .small 
an d  big fishes. Tw o boats w ith o u tb o a rd  m otors have been
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R a itisa n k u il.

Ruhen

S a m ih ia .

S a n k a .

p la ce d  in  the lank  for tou rists  and  a rest house has been cons
tructed  on  the  bank .

I t  is a  th a n a  headquarters  in T hak u rg ao n  subdivision,
situated  a t  la titude 25^54' N . an d  longitude 88 15' E . The
th a n a  covers an  area  o f  110 sq. miles w ith ju risd ic tion  over 
124 villages under 5 unions, Its popu la tion  accord ing  to  the 
1961 C ensus is 57,906. T he village R anisankail itself h as  an 
area  o f  180 acres w ith  a  popu la tion  o f  928. It con ta in s a 
high school, a p rim ary  school, a post and  telegraph office and 
a  D istric t C ouncil Inspection  Bungalow.

I t  is a  village an d  a  railway sta tion  in the T hak u rg ao n
subdivision  under th e  T hakurgaon  po lice-sta tion , situated  a t
la titude 26°10 ' N . and  longitude 8 8 '2 5 ' E . I t  is w ith in  R uhea 
un ion , the  a re a  o f  w hich is 9,525 acres an d  p o p u la tio n  12,608 
accord ing  to  the 1961 Census. The village con ta in s a  m odel 
an d  a non - m odel prim ary schools, a  post a n d  te leg raph  office 
and  a  D istric t C ouncil D ak  Bungalow. This is the last railway 
s ta tio n  in  the extrem e n o rth  o f  B angladesh. B u t a  new ra il
way line, 14 m iles in  length , has been construc ted  between 
R uhea an d  P anchagarh . A  m ela  know n as  R uhea A zad Mela 
is held here every year. T here are th ree rice mills a t  R uhea 
and  a  big hat is held here.

I t  is a  village in  the  S adar subdivision w ith 730 inhab itan ts, 
situated  on  the  A tra i. 14 miles sou th-east o f  D in a jp u r. It is a 
large m arke t an d  an  im p o rtan t centre o f  rice trade. T here  is
a  com m ercial despatch  o f  paddy from  th is place.

T he village S anka is in S adar subdivision under Birganj 
po lice-sta tion , situated  a t la titude 2 5 '5 1 ' N . an d  longitude 
88"’42 ' E . I t  has a  popu la tion  o f  423 an d  an  area  o f  778 
acres. I t  U u n d er the P a lta p u r union. It bears the legendary
background  associated  w ith the m yths o f  Behulu S undari and
C hand  Saw dagar. T he village is close by a  silted up river and 
is su rrounded  on  three sides by the rivers P unarbhaba  and 
A trai. B rickbats an d  relics are found in  abundance one to  two 
feet under the  g round . There are seventy-tw o big an d  small 
lanks in the vicinity, am ong them , is C h h a trag h a ti m easuring 
51 bighas an d  the o th er is A nandi D ighi having  an  area  o f  
22 bighas. T he village in course o f  tim e becam e obscure and  
tu rned  in to  jungles. O f late, it has been reviving its old 
glory'. A  hat sits in the village. T he U nion  C ouncil Office, a 
seed sto re , a  charitab le  dispensary an d  one C om m unity  D eve lop 
m e n t C en tre  have been bu ilt here. T he A nand i Dighi has re 
cently been re-excavated a t an  expense o f  Rs. 17,000 and  is now
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a  beau ty -spo t o f  the village. Every year an  ag ricu ltu ra l, cu l
tu ra l an d  industria l exhibition  is arranged  here by th e  U nion  
C ouncil.

It is a  village in D in a jp u r Sadar subdivision under the  Bocha Setabganj. 
ganj p o lice-sta tion , situated  a t  la titude 25^^48' N . and  longitude 
88°28' E. It is connected  by rail an d  road  w ith the  d is tric t 
headquarte rs, T here is an  in term ediate  college in the  village, 
know n as Setabganj College. I t  also  contains a  high school 
and a  p o st a n d  te legraph  office. T here is a  sugar m ill, which 
is one o f  the b iggest mills in Bangladesh. A big bi-weekly hai 
is held here, w here a  large trad e  in ju te , rice, pulses and  
m olasses is carried  on.

It is a  railway s ta tion  in the T haku rgaon  subdivision and sibganj. 
T hak u rg ao n  th a n a . situated  a t  la titude 26" N . and  longitude 
8 8 '2 4 ' E . A  bi-weekly hat is held here. C om m odities from  this 
hat a re  sent to  R an g p u r, M ym ensingh, B ogra an d  G aib an d h a .
T here is also a post office here.

T etulia is a  th a n a  headquarte rs in T haku rgaon  subdivision, jctuiia. 
situated  a t  la titude 26"'30' N . an d  longitude 88“20' E. I t covers 
a n  area  o f  74 sq. miles w ith ju risd ic tion  over 7 villages under 
4 unions a n d  has a p o p u la tio n  o f  35,185 accord ing  to  the 1961 
Census.

T he village itse lf is situated  on the M ahananda river. It is 
an  o ld  river p o rt. A rea o f  the village as well as o f  the T etulia 
u jiion  is 13.896 acres and  popu la tion  10,832.

T he place is a charm ing  scenic spo t situated  on  the left bank  
o f  the M ah an an d a  river near the  extrem e northern  border o f  the 
d istric t. The river begins to  take  a w inding [course, a  few mile^ 
above th is p o in t, afte r leaving the foot-hills o f  the H im alayas.
T h e  o ld  D ak Bungalow  stands on a  sm all h illock rising  righ t 
o u t o f  the  river bed. It co inm ands a panoram ic view o f  the 
snow -capped peaks o f  the H im alayas o n  clear days (Septem ber 
to  N ovem ber). T he M ah an an d a  which is a  rush ing  to rre n t after 
a show er and full to  the banks in the m onsoon , shrinks to  a 
narrow  m urm uring  stream  in w inter. It is then  fordable in 
m any places with big b road  sand-banks on bo th  sides. These 
sand-banks w ith sparkling  red sand invite^ sun-bath ing  and 
beach-com bing. Away from the beach the land o f  the coun try 
side is full o f  b rush-w ood and in som e places th ick  jungle.
T ill recently there were plenty o f  tigers and leopards in the 
su rro u n d in g  areas and  m any shikaris  (hunters) used to  visit the 
place in w inter in search o f  big gam es. Now’-a-days big gam es 
have becom e rare.
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F orm erly  this place was a  centre o f  both  com m ercial and  
industria l im portance. A fter P artition  this place has lost its 
past glory. N ow  it is situated  in the extrem e n o rthern -m ost 
p art o f  D in a jp u r d istric t. It used to  be the  headquarte rs  o f  a 
subdivision o f  R angpur. com prising the police circles o f  Boda. 
S anyasikata and  F ak iig an j. bu t in 1867 the critn inal ju risd ic tion  
o f  the  subdivision was m ade over to  the D eputy  C om m issioner 
o f  the  W estern D u ars; and in 1879 it was] com pletely  
separated  from  R angpur an d  united w ith the W estern 
D uars to  form  the d istric t o f  Jalpaigiiri. T races o f  
form er im portance o f  T etulia can  still be seen; there 
are a  num ber o f  good jnasonry  houses in the bazar and  the 
old race-course is even now  well defined an d  is left un 
cultivated by the villagers. T here is a fine open maidan where  
the G overnm ent offices used to  stand and  this is still used as 
a cam ping ground  fo r troops. A road  passes th rough  Tetulia 
to  Siliguri the d istance being 16 miles; a n o th e r  road  runs 
due east and  connects it w ith Ja ipaiguri. An independent 
police ou t-post is located here. A severe type o f  m alarious 
fever was prevalent in th e  villages in the neighbourhood  an d  
the death  rate  was heavy. It is not obvious w hy this should  
be the case, as the coun try  is generally high and  open  and  
no t subject to floods. But a t present w ith the  m ass cam paign 
o f  the M alaria E radication  P rogram m e th is  m alaria has been 
elim inated to  a  g rea t extent.

A m ong the places o f  interest a t T etulia a re  the  S halbahan  
tank  o f  prehistoric origin an d  a  H indu tem ple o f  m ythologi
cal im portance a t Bhadesw ar. four miles aw ay. T he H indu 
pilgrim s com e from far and  w ide for a d ip  in the tank  on 
the  P u run i day. There is a  high school attached  to the  thana
on  the eastern  side o f  the M ahananda . T he offices o f  the
Circle Officers. D evelopm ent and  Revenue, a  charitab le  d is
pensary  and  a post office a re  situated  a t Tetulia.

Thakurgaon headquarters o f  the subdivision o f  the sam e nam e,
situated  a t la tituade 26 02 ' N . and  longitude 8 8 '2 8 ' E. on
the eastern  bank  o f  the T angan . It is also  a  thana  head
quarters . The thana covers an area o f  249 sq. miles accord 
ing to  the 1961 Census w ith Jurisdiction  over 190 villages 
under 14 unions, including T hakurgaon  Tow n C om m ittee. T he 
tow n is 35 miles by road from  the d istric t headquarte rs  and 
is connected by biis-servicc and  tra in . It has an  area o f  309 
acres and  a  population  7,940. It con ta ins the Subd(visional 
offices. Civil and  C rim inal C ourts  and a R egistration  office. 
T here is a degree college in the  tow n, know n as T hak u rg ao n  
B.C. College (estd. in  1959J. One o f  the finest buildings in
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th e  tow n is the b o y 's  high school (cstd . in 19{)4), a  handsom e
brick-build ing w ith hoste ls fo r H indu  and  M uslim  boys 
a ttached  to  it. It also  con tains a high school for girls (estd. 
in 1937), Subdivisiona! H ospital (16 beds), a post an d  tele
graph office an d  a C  & B Inspection Bungalow . T he B ID C
construc ted  a sugar mill a t  T h ak u rg ao n , w hich produces quality
sugar. T here is an  old tem ple o f  G ovinda (V ishnu) a t G o- 
v indanagar, on the o th er bank  o f  the T angan , opposite  the 
tow n, close to  which a  sm all an n u a l fair is held. G ovinda- 
nagar was form erly the favourite  coun try  seat o f  the fam ous 
R aja R am nath , and the ruins o f  his house arc  still to  be 
seen there overgrow n with jung le . O n the western b an k  o f  
the  T angan , opposite  T h ak u rg ao n , is a  patch  o f  jung le , som e 
tw o miles long and  h a lf  a  mile wide. T his, in places is so 
th ick  as to  be a lm o st im penetrable and  is said to  be a  refuge 
fo r leopards an d  panthers.



a p p e n d i x

D istric t O fficers o f  D inajpur

{Before partition  o f  1947.)

N am e :

M r. V . N . R a n ja n , I .C .S . (offig.) ...

K h an  B ah ad u r M a zh a ru l Is lam  — —

M r. H . T . A ll, I .C .S . (offig.)

(A f te r  p a r titio n  o f  1947.)

M r. S .A .F .M .A . S o b h an

M r. P an au llah  A h m ed  ... ^

M r. M d , S bam sudd in  . .

M r . A .O . R a z iu r  R a h m a n , . .

M r. A bdus S alam  C h a u d h u ry  ^

M r. S. N . H . R izvi 

M r. S. M . W asim  

M r. A . K h a ir  ...

~ M r r  A hw arodd iii H asan  ------

M r. A . H .F .  K . S iddiqne 

M r. Syed S ham suz-Z oha 

M r. A b d u r R o b  C how dhury  

M r. A . K . M . Z ak a riah  

M r. Shafiul A lam  

M r. F ay azu d d in  A hm ed 

M r. M d. H ab ib u l Islam  

M r. M d . A m an a tu llah  

M r. M d. H asin u r R ahm an

D ate  o f  jo ifling  i 

2nd  Ja n u a ry , 1941. 

2nd  Ju ly , 1943,

22nd  D ecem ber, 1946.

24th  D ecem ber, 1948. 

9 th  Septem ber, 1949. 

8t h  Ja n u a ry , 1953. 

I6 th  Ju n e , 1954.

21st A ugust, 1955. 

2 4 th  A pril, 1958.

18th D ecem ber, 1958, 

20 th  A u g u st, 1960. 

14th N ovem ber, 1961.

13th  A ugust, i96T. 

16th M ay , 1964.

31st A u g u st, 1965. 

13th A pril, 1967.

27th  July , 1969.

30th S eptem ber, 1970. 

19th M ay, 1971.

21st D ecem ber, 1971. 

17th F eb ru ary , 1972.

2 2
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E ducation, 219;— M useum, 59, 60.

D akbungalow, 141.

D ak runners, 145.

Dakhin A lokdihi, High School 231. 
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District W eaving School, 279.

D ivisional Council, 301.

D ivisional Forest Office, 283.

D ivya, 28.

D iw ani, 32, 246, 251,312.

Dram atic H all o f  the Boostan Cinem a, 315,

D rou gh ts; The consequent famines and 
scarcities : R elief operations, 2 i .

Duhashuhu H igh School, 231.

Durgabati, 241.

Dysentery and Diarrhoea. 188.

E

Early jurisdiction 261.

Earth quake o f  1897, 25.

East Bengal Railway, l 6 4 , 165;- East Bengal 
State Acquisition and Tenancy Act, 97 ; 
—Act (1950), 98.

East India Com pany, 159. 203, 261.

Eastern Purnea, 234,

Econom ic C ondition , 1st h a lf o f  the 19th 
century, 1 0 3 ;—2nd half o f  the 19th 
century, 104 at present, 104.

Edrackpur, 32, 250,

Education activities o f  the M issionaries, 210.

Education Level, 1 9 7 ;—Education System 
Reconstruction Committee, 223,

Ejid B adh,242.

Eliot, M r.Jhon , 248, 251.

Enteric fever, 189.

EPW A PD A (B W A PD A ), Thakurgaon, 214.

E.«cutive Engineer, Roads and Highways, 
282.

Extension and Management Directorate.
283.

Fairs and M elas, 176.

Fakir Cliand, 239.

Fakir H igh School, 224.

Fakirganj, 326.

Fam ily Planning Programme, 194.

Fam ine year (1874), 1 2 9 ;— Fam ine (1769- 
70 and 1865-66), 25 ;-1 .1873-74), 2 5 ;  
—(1903-09), 25.

Farakkabad, 3 1 9 Hi gh School, 227.
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pari<i-bin-9alar, 243.

Faridpur, 43 ,165 .

Farouk, A ;— 161

Fasildanga High School. 224 56.

Fauna M am mals, 9.

Fcrry Fund, 137.

Fever, 182.

Final Report on  the Survey and Settlement 
Oneratjons o f  the District (1934-^ ), 
105 ,106 , 1 1 0 ,1 1 2 ,1 1 4 , 115, 126, 164.

Finance Tax (Under East Bengal Finance  
Act, 1950), 288.

Fire Service, 273.

F ish, 15 ;

Fish-Sced M ultiplication Fann, 95.

Floods o f  (1892), 23 I in August (1966). 
2 4 ;  in  (1968), 24.

Floia,9.
Food Department, 286.

Forests, 97.

ForQuania Madrasahs, 212.

Forward, 243.

Francis Buchanan (H am ilton), 199.

FuJbari,61, 66, 68, 8 3 ;— thana, 41, 42,44 . 

Fulller, Mr, 36.

Gablndha, 162,166, .325.

Gabura, 7.

GahangachI Alim Madrasah. 224. 

Gaigrani Copper Plate inscription, 261 

G ait, M r.. 50, 52.

G akulC hand  Prasasti, 239.

Gandarva, 60.

G anesh, 3 1 6 ",— Raja, 30.

C aneshtala, 314, 316.

G®ng»rampur, 165, 177, 26^, 319.

Ganges, the, 50.

G angctic D ella , 3.

G anguly. Narayan. 243.

Gareya, 3 1 7 ;—S. C. H igh School, 223. 

Garveswari, 7.

G azaria, 67.

Gazetteer o f  Chittagong District, 63. 

Gazetteer o f  the district (I9I2 ), 104,125. 

General Administration, 261.

G eology, 9.

Ghazi Ism ail, 243.

Ghamigui, Abdul Qader, 244.

Ghasipara, 314.

Ghiya$-ud-ditt4Balbaa, I.

Ghoraghat, 29, 31, 58, 61, 92, 137, 164. 245 
246, 250, 317 H igh School, 220 J ~ R .  C 
H igh, 232 thana, 41, 42, 44.

O hose, Lai M ohan, 36.

G hose, Rabindca Narayan, 241.

G hosal, Jagat Jiban, 239.

Ghugudanga H igh School, 220.

G oaliindo, 166.

Golapganj High School, 231.

Gopala, 27;—II, 27.

Gopalganj Mosque 157.

Gora Shahid M azar, The, 316.

Gour. 1 .2 ,2 8 ,2 9 ,  57.

Gouripur, 66, 68.

Government Acquired Estates, 311. 

Governm ent Thana Dispensaries, 278. 

G ovinda, 2 0 i;—(Vishnu), 327;
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G ovindanagar, 6, 144. 327.

Grierson, 238.

G rierson's A ccount o f  Bengali D ialect, 234.

Ground Water Developm ent and Low Lift 
Pump Irrigation, 292.

Growth o f  Education in Dinajpur, 2J7.

Guizot, 241.
Guljare M um enln, 240.

Gupta art, 59, 60.

Gupta. Ram Pran, 240.

G upta Sushil Chandra, 242.

Our m anufacturing, 157.

Guru Training Schools, 320.

H

Habib Bank, 315.

Habra H igh School, 221.

Hackney Carriage A ct, 300.

Hadi, Shujauddm Muhammad, 31.

H afiz Saint, 3 l l .

Hakimpur, 61, 318*—thana 4 ] ,  42, 44.

Haldjbari U n ion  C ouncil, 306.

H am ilton, Mr. Buchanan, 148, 159, 163 
176, 177, 249, 262.

Harajata, 47,

Hardinge Bridge, 143, 322.

Hardiiigc, Lord, 217.

llari Bhaktj Bilas, 239.

Haripur, 318, 321;—H igh School, 221; 
227; -  -thana, 41, 42, 44.

Harisena, 27.

Hasan Aqjda, 244.

Hashimpur High School, 222;— Mollaparu 
231.

H astings, Warren, 32, 34, 250»262.

H atch, Mr. G eorge. 34, 159, 247, 248. 
2501 263; 319.

Hazrat M uhammad(s) 240.

Health Education, 195.

Hedaytullah, H aji, 239.

Hemantascna, 28.

H etujuan, 239.

Mini. 81. 137. 138. 143, 164. 165, 214.262  
2 64 ,274 . 322;—P .S ., 27.

Himalayas. 19, 97, 313. 315, 325.

H indu Dharmajati Darpan, 239.

History o f  C i y i l i s s t i o D ,  2 4 ! .

Holaijana Senior Madrasah, 225.

H oly Quran, 491 o n  Scctarinism, 240. 

Honorary Magisratc, 263,

H ousing Settlement, 295.

Humidity, 21.

Hunter, W .W ., 180, 218.

H uq, Khanbahadar Am inul. 241.

Huseyn Shaheed Suhravvardy, 38.

H usain Shahi Period, 57.

1
Idgali Girls* H igh  School, 329.

Iltutmish, Sultan, 29.

Ilyas Shahi (Second) rulers, 57.

Im an Sagar, 239.

Incom e Tax, Circle (Office), 288,

Indian Education Commission, 218;-— 
M edical Service,179.

Industrial Co-operative Societies, 12}; •' 
Statistics Act o f  (1942), 287.

Inspection Bungalow, 141, 142.

Inspector-General o f  Prisons, 272,

Ishanpur Higli School, 224.

Ishurdj 166.

Islam Dbarm aniti, 240.

Islam Kahini, 240.
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Islam-o*Tahar Sesh M ahapurosh, 240.

Islam i Arthaniti'r K a K ha, 242.

Islam  Khan, 31.

Islam  Shah, 31 .

Ism ail G hazi, 58, 318.

Italian C atholic M issionary, 188.

Iwaa, H usam uddin, 29.

J

Jabarhat High School, 229.

Jadunath Sarkar, Sir, I.

Jadurani H igh S h o d ,  228. '

Jagaddala Vihara, 47.

Jagajjo li, 243.

Jaglal H igh School, 229,

jahapatnac K-hat, 239,

Jail K.hana M osque, 316,

Jalaluddin, 30;— the ruUr o f  G ouia, 48,

Jalpaiguri, 1, 21 , 31, 51, 234, 314, 326: 
—district (Indja), 264.

Jamalganj, 164.

lam aluddin, 240.

Jam una, The, 8.

jar BhaggC ja  C hilo, 241.

Jara Ja Bhabc, 24.

Jehad M ovom ent, 35.

Jessore, 43, 165.

Jharbari H igh School, 228.

Jnan Bikash, 240.

jnanankur High School, 219.

jo in t Ocpuiy Commissioner, 264.

jo in t  Sub-Registry Office, 277.

jo te d a rs ,  106, 107, l0 9 , IIS , 125.

journals, 215.

joydcbpur H igh School, 229. 

joyganj 71, 318.

Joyflanda S.C. High School, 1 )  ^ 

Joypur H igh  School, 232. 

Joypurhat, 164. 166. 262.

Judge o f  the D iw ani Adalat, 263. 

Junior H igh Schools, 206.

Jurai DakhiJ Madrasah, 223.

Jute trade, 161.

Jyalhamasay. 2 4 1.

K achinis H igh School, 132. 

Kaclambarj, 47.

Kadcr Ncwaj, 243.

K aharole, 318;—tbara, 41, 42. 44. 

K aikaus, Sultan R u kn udd in , 30. 

Kalanadi, 8.

Kalapahar, 31.

Kaliganj High School, 229,

Kalitala, 314.

Kalmegh High School, 21J, 

Kalpasutra, 27.

Kamboja Prince, 58,

KamruP, 8.

Kanchan, 215, 319.

Kanchanbati, 242.

Kanchan B e d  Drainage S ch jj);  

Kanchannagar, 66.

Kanchan Bridge, 316. 

Kanchanghat, 314,

Kanchanjangha, 313.

K angaon, 7.

Kankru, 7.

KauVA B&bu. 250,

KantadwSr, 243, 318.
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Mashan Kali temple, 316.

M .A .T . Ciub, Dinajpiir. 213.

Maternity and Child Welfare Centre, 315. 

Mathurapiir Public High School, 221. 

^ o ts lia  15. 88.

M ayerdak, 241.

Mechanised cultivation. 83.

Medium o f  Instruction, 209.

Mcghchit Tika, 239.

M®labari High School, 230 

M. Gansia Electric Supply, 148.

M iddle English Schools, 206.

M ihir. 240.

Mirgarh M am uddin High School, 226.

Mir Jutnla, 31.

Mir Qasint, 244.

Mitra, Baraj M ohan, 32.

Mirzapur High School, 229. 

iviission Road, Dinajpur. 283.

M obile activities o f  Public Health. 195. 

M ohadcbpur Thana, 262,

M ohammedan Educational Conference, 218. 

M ohammad Ibiahjm , 240.

M ohammad K ala, 238 

.Mohana M angalpur, 223.

M ohanpur, 67, 6 8 ; —H igh School, 229. 

Moharaja Bansabali. 239.

M ohaso. 261.

Mollapara, 321;— H igh School, 227. 

M glom as T ottw o, 202.

Mominpiir High School, 224.

M ondol, M anullah, 240.

Monohar M adhu-majati, 239,

M oranadi, 8,

M oslem  Darpan, 242.

M oslem  Hitaishj, 242.

M ostofapur H igh School, 226.

M ufassail Dcwanj Adalai, 263.

M ughal, 317; Period, 261.

M ughisuddin, Sultan, ].

Mughul Rajbansa, 220, 240

Muhammad Taimure, 240,

Makhleshpur H igh School, 226.

Miiktab K hanas, 200.

Mukundapur D akhil Madrasah, 220, 223.

M uluk D ew an, 310,

M undas, 233,

Municipal Act, 300.

iviunicipal Administration Ordinance. 196C 
300, 304.

M unicipal Committee. 300. .304. 316, 317. 

M unim K han, 31.

M unsif, 267, 268; -  M agistrate, 264.

Munshipara, 314; —H igh School, 226.

Murshidabad, 163. 246, 314;— R oad. 314. 
315.

Musalman Sava, 36, 37, 240.

Musalmani Khabar, 239.

M uslim Commercial Bank, 315.

M uslim  Community, 298.

Muzaffar Shamsuddin (Sidi Badr D iw ana) 
30.

M yncnsingli.^ i63. 177 ,323 ,325;— (incliidiiifi
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N

Mabarna, 215.

'Jabi Nam a, 239.

‘Jabuyatc M uhammadi, 242.

'lagar. 261.

4alanda Vihara, 46.

'Jaloday 239.

Nfandanpur H igh School, 228,

4anarail Senior Madrasha. 222,

ilaorOiZ, 215, 242;— Sahitya Majlish, 243, 
315, 243,—Sahitya Sabha, 241,

4arangabad, 318.

4arayana, the G od, 47.

4arayanganj, 162, 163, 164, 166.

4arayanpala, 27.

•largan, The, 5.

>largaoii D akhii Madrasah, 223.

•lashirpur High School, 231. 

lasiruddln, Sultan, 29, 30 , 

fasrat K han, K in g  o f  G our, 58. 

lasratp-ur, 77.

lational Bank o f  Bangladesh, 311, 315, 
411.

ration B uild ing Departm ents, 294. 

latok, 201.

iatural C alam ities: F lo o d s ,23. 

avarun, 24.

Jawabganj, 8 , 6 1 ,1 6 4  , 321;— H igh School, 
2 3 2 ; - th a n a ,  41, 42, 44.

awapara H igh School, 22 ], 

ayapala, 28.

azirhat Forest D iv is io n  in Rajshahi . 283, 

azirpur. 165. 

azrat, 318.

Nazratbad, 318.

N azrat K han, 317.

Nazrul Pathagar, Ranirbandar, 214.

Nekmard, 321;—H igh  School, 225;- mela 
56.

Nekmardan, Syed 321,

New Pakirhat H igh School, 225.

N ilam bar Raja, 318.

N il K uniudi, 243.

N ilpham ari, 162, 317.

N im tala, 314, 315.

N isch intapur, 68.

N ishadbadh Kavya, 239. 240,

N izam  Pagla, 239.

N oakhali, 1 . 43, 165.

N oksha, 247.

Noorjahan A li D akhii M adrasah, 227.

North Bengal, 1, 57;— Sahitya Samrr.elan 
241.

Northern Bengal State R ailw ay, I43-. 

Northern B en ga li. 234.

N or’westcr, 19.

Nur B ib i Shaheba, 54.

NufUddin, M oulana 317,

Nurul Huda H igh School, 223. N

N urul Majid H igh School, 219.

N yayo Sastro, 203.

()

Old T hakurgaon H igh Schcol. 223.

O 'M alley. M r., L.S S , 51, 52, 61. 63. 

O m orkosh. 201 

Onobhyut Acharyo. 201 

Orissa, 31.

Orphanages, 214.
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O uturn ana revenue and expenditure, 99. 

O ut-turn  o f Forest produce, 100.

Pabna. 43, 234, 323.

Paddy trade, 162.

Pagalcr Paglami, 241.

Paharpur, 60, 314; -Ausadhalaya, 316; -- 
Distillery, 280; —Stone Sculpture, 59.

Pal^istan Census on Agriculture (1960), 
112, 113, 119.

Pakistanci Sliashan Sangbidhan, 242.

Palashbari Jobbari D akhjl Madrasah, 220,

Palashbari U.S.C., 226.

Pali. 9;—Area, 61, 62.

Paliyas, 47, 233,

Palli D ipika, 241.

Palli Manga! Samiti and A nsar Club, 214.

PancUagar. 2, 5, 87, 165. 166, 264, 267, 
302. 322;—Colleg:;. 210:—High School 
221;—Muzrul Patnagar, 214;—Sugar Mill 
ISO;—T) ana, 41. 42, 44.

Panchbari High School, 220.

Panchbibi, 262.

Panchanagari, 27, 261.

Panch Pir^ Saheb, 54.

Panikota D akhil M adrasah, 223.

Panter, M r. A .E., 51.

Pannagar, 6.

Panshgara High School, 230.

Parakrito, 202.
P a ra in a n ib a d . 239.

Parbatipur. 8, 77, 164, 165. 233, 302, 322; 
C :n trai Co-ooerative SalJ and Sup"'ly 
S>ciny Ltd.. 286;—Colleg**. 210;
229;—Girls’ High School, 227; —Thana, 
4 1 ,4 2 .4 4 ; Town. 45;— Town Co.nmittcc. 
306, 322;—U nion Council, 306,

PargLinna Bajitpur, 261.

Pargona K halta, 262.

Farsuram , 51.

Pathan Rajbansa, 240.

Patnitola, 164. 263, 264.

Pemberton, J..T., 252.

Pcrgunna Bopogoan, 261.

Peripatetic Weaving School, D inajpur, 279. 

Permanent Settlement, 248,251.257. 

Phanisdewa. 2,

Phuibari. 8, 263, 323;—College, 210;
22; -Girls’ High School, 231;--G .M . 
High School, 225;—Hilli Belt, 26];— 
P.S., 27.

Physical Education, 213.

Pirganj, 6. 67. 77, 83. 323;—College, 210, 
211;--H igh School. 2 2 2 ;- -Thana, 41 ,42 . 
44.

Pir Muhammad Shattari. 243.

Pitridayita, 47.

Plantation area. lOl.

Podochondrika, 201.

Podmokumari, 201.

Police A thelicC lub, 214.

Police Hospital, D inajpur, 190.

Porsha, 164, 263, 264.

Postal D epartm ent, 290.

Postal Service, 145.

Poultry farming, 85.

Prachin Bariti, 202.

Prakrit Pingal Tika, 239.

Pran Krishnapur. 231.

Prannagar, 66, 68, 144.

Pran N ath, Raja, 58, 245. 246.

Prayoschitto, 202.

P rem R atna  240.

24-Parganas, 2. Prices, 128, 129,130,131; effect o f  rise, 131



I 34 9

P rim ary  Education  (R ural), 204.

P rim ary Teachers In s titu te , 2 l3 ; Training 
Institu te, 213;—T raining Institu te a t Thakur- 

g ao n ,2 U ,

Private Forest A ct, 97.

Public Call Office, 145,146.

Public H ealth D epartm ent, 302;— Engineer
ing , 196,280.

Public W orks D epartm ent, 302,305.

Pulhat,299, 314, 315.

Punarbhaba, 6, 62, 84. 164, 165,261.

Punchagaih  G irls’ H igh  School, 224.

Pundrauagara, 27.

P unaravardbana, 27.

Purba M allikpur M. H igh School, 226.

Purnea(Ind ia), 1,3 ,9 ,32 ,35 ,43 ,46 ,262 ,269 , 
318, 324, 326.

Q

Q adian , M irza G hulam  Ahmed, 48.

Q ae Maz R um i, 29.

Q anungo, D r. K .R ., 29.

Q uad ir Baksh, M auilv i, 37.

Quasim , M r. Md. A bul, 273.

Q uran  P rabesh ika, 240.

R

RadcIifT Award, 11,31,38,264.

R adha, 28.

R adhaballabhpur, 250.

R adhanath , R aja, 33, 247, 248, 249. 

R aghabindrapur D akh il M adrasha, 222. 

R aghupur High School,231,

R aghunondon, 202.

R ahim nagar R. B. High School,221.

Rahm an, Sheikh Mujibur, 38,39.

Raiganj, 147,165.

R ailbazar, 314.

Railway H ospital, 191;- M agistrate ,265. 

R ainfall, 191.

Raja Ganesh, 11.

Raja Prannath , 319.

R aja R am nath. 61,323, 327.

R ajbansi, 46 .47,233, 234.

R a jgan j,2 ,3 l4 .

Rajnagar, 309.

Rajshahi, 8, 11, 26, 31, 35. 43, 98, 137, 234. 
262, 263; —D istric t. 164. 165, 264:— 
D iv ision ,279.

Rajjyapala,27.

Rajyashree, 242.

Rakshya K a li,54.

Ram, 201,321.

R am pala,28.

Ramayana, 201,319.

Ram chandrapur H igh School, 225.

Ram dubi H at H igh School, 232.

Ram D ara, 61,

Ramganj,323.

R am krishno ,20 l.

R am krishnapur H igh Schcol, 229. 

R am nagar,3 l4 .

R am nath , R aja ,144,245,246.

R am pur B oalia (R ajshahi), 250.

R am pur Union Council, 306.

Ramnagar, 316.

R arasagar, 3 2 3 ;—tu ris t centre, 10].

Ram Tarko Vagis, 20].

R angam ati, 32.

R angpur,2 I. 32, 35.43.46, 51 ,71 ,81 ,98 ,137  
143,163, 165, 166, 231, 234, 262,263, 279 
318, 320. 325, 326;—D istric t, 262;— 
Survey Office, 287.

Raniganj E. H. High School. 223 ;- II K ish  
School, 222.
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R anirbandar N azru l P athagar, 214.

R anisankail, 77 ,83, 84, 261, 324;- circle. 
183;—High School, 225;—Thana, 41, 42 ,44 .

R asum  Asmai M abuuan H ind. 244.

Rasa K adaruabini, 239.

R as-Jatra.319.

Rasha Furnim a, 309.

Ray, M aharaja G irijanath , 49.

Ray, M ukiit,201 .

Rcazus Salateen, 240.

R egistration Office, 275.

R egulation II o fI8 I9 , 253:—X VIIi of 1819, 
254.

Renncl, M ajor, 137.

Research and Education D irectorate, 283,284.

Resident Ei^tinecr, 293.

Revenue D epartm ent, 264.

Revenue and Expenditure excluding develop
m ent expenditure, 100.

Revenue Survey (1857>61), 262.

R ice Trade, 161.

R ipon College, 241.

R ipen, Lord, 218 

R isal Tary T abair, 244.

R isala Faw aidson, 244.

R isala Inkan  K hiraqw o A dat,244.

R isala Q iblanum a, 244.

R isalai A dab N ikah , 244.

R isalai Shatranj, 244.

R ishalatu Shuhada, 243,

R isa liU ruz , 244.

Risley, 50, 51.

Roads, 138.139.140.

Roads and  Highways D irectorate, 140

Roads and Highways D ivision o f  R.W . and 
R .T. D epartm ent, 282.

Rogers, M ajor, 179, 182, 183, 184,

Roghu, 20J.

Roghunondon, 202.

R ohanpur, 51,261.

Rom an C atholic M ission O rt hanage, 215. 

Ross, M ajor. 184.

Ross. M r.,277.

Ray. M aharaja G irija  N ath . 36.

Roy, K am ala Lochan, 239.

R oy ,R am kanta. 3.3,247, 248, 249, 250.

Ruhca, 77,83,147, l62 . 3 2 4 ;-  H igh School, 
223;—R ural H eath Centre, 194,278.

R ural Indebtedness, in  I960, 118;—census,
115, 1 1 7 problems, 114.

R ural population, 125.

R ural P ublic H ealth  O rganisadcn. 3C3.

R ussia.39.

s
Saadat Ali, 6,

Sadar Hospital, .313 ; —-Dinajpur, 190.

Sadar Subdivision, 61, 77, 83, .307.

Sadat Ali, Muslim Chief, 144.

Sadek Ali, 240.

Sage, Mr. S. W „251.

Shah, Sultan Barbak, 3l2 

Sakcr Mammud, 239.

Sakowa High School, 227.

Salandar High School, 227;—M adrasah, 222' 

Salbahan High School, 224.

Salmara Vitargarh, 225,

Saltahari D ohasia. 222.

Samanta.scna. 28.

Samihia, 324.

Samjh;a-Ghat, 7.

Sanka, 324 Higli School, 232.

Sanskrit! Sansad, 315.

L
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Sanoyasisand Fakirs, 262.

Santhals, 233.

Santhal Parganas, 49.

Sanyasikata, 326.

Saptagram, 30.

Saraswati. Rani 32, 33. 247, 248, 249. 

Sardeshwari G irls’ High School, 219.

Sargent Report, 221,

Sarkar, K asem atullah, 239.

Sarkar, Sir Jadim ath , 30, 31.

Saroswat, 201.

Sastitala, 314.

Satelite tow ns in  D inajpur, 295. 

Satyagrah |,241, 242.

Satyajuga,243.

Satya P lr Saheb, 54.

S atnola High, 231.

Sayyid H usain , 30.

Scarcity o f 1919 and  1938, 25.

School H ealth  C entre, 315.

School H ealth  C linic, 196.

S eb ak ,242.

Second Five-Year Plan, 304,

Seed M ultiplication F au n , 79.

Sen, D r. Priya R anjan , 239.

Sengram, 310.

Sen, H aricharan, 241.

Sen, N arendra M ohan, 241.

Sargent, Sir Jo h n , 221.

Setabganj, 1, 77, 165, 166, 325 ;—College, 
232, 325 High School. 220 Sporting 
C lub, 214; —Sugar Mills Ltd., 149.
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Shafatul Bala, 240.

Shah Alam II , Emperor, 32. 246.

Shah, A lauddin H usain, 31.

Shah Aqraro U laim ai, 244.

Shah, G azi Sham suddin M uhanim ad, 31. 
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