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What Should We Cultivate?

By Tune Hsix Cria

As China has become a new republic, everything is
different from what it was three years ago. We are now free
citizens of the Chinese Republic. The blessings of liberty and
equality are ours to enjoy, but we must understand that the
new privileges bring forth new responsibilities. Now the destiny
of new China is entirely within our grasp. If we want to
strengthen her, she will be strong; if we want to enrich her,
she will be rich; but if we want to destroy her, she will not be
able to exist. Now let us see what China needs! She needs men,
men of self-esteem, of self-control, and of self-sacrifice. We
should cultivate these three virtues in order to fulfil our duties
and responsibilities.

The first virtue whick we should cultivate is self-esteem.
The proverb says, ‘‘No one can disgrace us but ourselves.” It
is through our own efforts that we can rise to greatness. Con-
fucius was not born great, nor was Jesus. Yet see how they
have been honored and esteemed! If we have self-esteem,
naturally the world will esteem us, but if we despise ourselves,
then everybody will despise us. So let us see, what is real
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self-esteem? Real self-esteem is not pride. It means that one
"is honorable not because of his rank, nor of his wealth, but
- because he has done something which others can not do. Let
s check our proud passions but keep our own self-esteem. 1f
we do so, we shall be men of honor and usefulness.

The second virtue which we should cultivate is self-control.
Judging from the history of the world, we know -that if the -
people of a nation can not control themselves, that nation
can hardly obtain peace or prosperity. Why is the British
Empire so prosperous? It is not simply because of her strong
navy or great commerce, but it is because her people have
the ability to control themselves. They obey the laws of the
Empire, so they can enjoy freedom and liberty. As a result
their national flags are flying over every corner of the world.
From this we all know the importance of self-control, but how
should we exercise it? By self-control T mean we must control
both our bodies and minds, Now what do we mean by con-
trolling our minds? We mean that we must keep our minds
in the right track, and check them from getting into the wrong
frack. In order to do this, self-examination and self-knowledge
are necessary. The former will check us from doing bad, and
the latter always keeps us doing good. Benjamin Franklin,
one of the greatest men whom America has ever produced,
was 2 man of self-control. In his plan of life, he made up a
list of thirteen virtues in his mote-book and acted upon them,
At last he gained great success. So if we want to be real
leaders, we must have self-control. _

Now we come to the last and the most important virtue
which we should culfivate, that is self-sacrifice. We know that
patriotism is necessary for a.nation, but without self-sacrifice
there is no patriotism. By self-sacrifice I mean we must sacrifice
eurselves for the’publie, that is, we must be unselfish. A society
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- is strengthened by men of self-sacrifice and is corrupted by
selfish men. It is the same with a nation. Why is our
country so poor and so weak? Because there are too many
gelfish people in the nation. Every person cares for his own
welfare; every province pursues its own interest; the rich look
for their own benefits without thinking of the poor; and the
officials seck for their own ranks without noticing the common

" people. This is really a dreadful condition! Now in order to

remedy thig it is our duty to develop the spirit of self-sacrifice.

Daniel Webster said, “‘Let our object be our country, our whole

couniry, and nothing but our country.”” These few words can

show the spirit of an American patriot. Now let us bear these
few words in our minds and determine to sacrifice ourselves for

the benefit of our couniry. |
LR BHEBERB L -CRBALEEED
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Home Ediucaiion
By B. M. Cuxrv

Education begins in the home. When a baby is born,
he, being unable to feed or clothe himself, depends entirely
upon the care of his parenis. As soon as he is a little older,
he has tolearn to speak, to walk, ete. Moreover, he must be
strictly taught to love and to obey. All these things and many
others are publicly regarded as included in what is called
home education. _

The true education embraces the symmetrical development
of body, mind and heart. Hence, to cultivate a child with per- -
fect home education is not only to take care of him physically as
well as possible, but to develop his mind and heart as well.
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Whether or not a child is well educated at home de-
pends on the appropriate or unappropriate training he receives
from his parents. If there are two young boys of equal
age, one being the son of a farmer and the other that
of a scholar, you will see that the scholar’s son will be much
wiser and more courteous than the other, expect that the farmer’s
is, probably, much stronger. Tt is not the order of natural gifts
that has made the difference, but it is the home education that -
has caused the result. -

Perhaps you will remember the Chinese proverb, ‘ The sen
of the family of a general,” (J§PJ 2 -F), which states clearly
that he, being the son of the family of a general, may be a strong
and courageous boy. It shows that he has received his home
education of a soldier because his father is a general. This
proverb well illustrates the influences of home education upon
one’s character. .

It is believed that home education in infancy is the founda-.
fion of progressive education in boyhood. Without root no
~ plant can grow; without source no stream can flow; so no boy
can be well cultivated if he does not have the foundation of a
good home education. : '

Every human being possesses natural faculties which are
the materials of manufactured goods formed in manhood. As .
the various raw materials are particularly fitted to be manufac-
tured into different kinds of goods, so must every faculty be
definitely cultivated so as to make it of good use to its possessor.
No raw material can be used again, when it has been wrongly
manufactured into unsuitable goods. In the same condition,
no faculty can be made of any value, when it has been wrongly
fed or nourished at the outset. Home education is the first
step of the cultivation of one’s faculties, therefore, it is not
difficult to discern that home education in infancy would be
likely to determine one’s fortune in manhood.
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Now we see what home education is and how imporfant it is.
Furthermore, it is necessary for us to consider, *“ How can a
child get a good home education?’’ In answering, it can be said
with safety that good home education is derived from educated
parents, especially from educated mothers, for a child lives more
time with his mother than with his father. Hence, it scems
important that China should establish more girls’ schools to-day
in order that she may have good mothers in the future, and,
consequently, good citizens.

q ¥, good B i &

et o el P e e

St. John's Univérsity

By Liv Ce’ung Lonr

St. John’s University is well-known to both Chinese and
foreigners and it is Iocated at Jessfield Road, Shanghai. There
are two departments,—the preparatory and the collegiate.
Students after they have finished their course of studies in the
preparatory department may join the collegiate department to
choose a special course for their studies, such as Art, Science,
or Medical. When they graduate from this college, they will
find an ample opportunity to render their services to our govern-
ment, and to fulfill. what is called a man’s duty in the world.

The reason why they are so good in their conduct is due
to the fact that they are always well-trained in every way, not
only that of education but also in morality. As we know,
before they join the collegiate department they need to learn
politeness, gentleness and courtesy. |

Besides education and morality, to which they pay
attention in making progress, they also have a very good
chance to enjoy sound health, for the physical training really
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»

helps them to strengthen their muscles and to live a happy life.
It is owing to this course that every St. John's boy when he goes
out is full of energy and spirit. For this cause I darz to say that
many a parent who sends his child to-this institution does so
that lis child may be trained both in education a.nd in moral
_ and physical culture.

Furthermore, when they enter into the business world they
can do much better fo help all our brethren in our Republic. Ah,
what a mighty work St. John'’s has done for us! Then, we must
express deepest gratitude to the American Missionary Board.

ERRERRMALER

Nanmen Lake, Kiukiang

By Smio SEmNG-sHIEN

Nanmen Lake is & beautiful lake with a circuamference of
about ten miles. By a causeway, it is divided into two parts,
named ‘‘ Exterior Lake' and *‘Interior Lake.”’

The ‘‘Interior Lake” is more beautiful than the other, its
water is very clear with an abundance of fish, It is sur-
rounded by hills and mountains, at the base of which there -are
many fishing homes. From this lake the fishermen can enrich
themselves greatly. :

The ‘“‘Exterior Lake’” is much larger than the interior. It
s near o the Yangtze River and the Kiukiang Street. It always
floods highly. On its margin there are groups of houses. In
the night the lights of these houges flash on the surface of the
water just like a red carpet spread on a flat floor.

On its right hand a long postroad stretches to Kuling.
The stage-coaches gallop up and down daily.
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On the wide causeway which divides the two lakes there are
many old trees which give a wide shadow or. bright, sunny
days. Many beautiful birds sing their sweet songs to the
travellers. The grass grows thick and beautiful. Cows and sheep
graze and pasture there. Children join together to fly kites
and throw marbles and do many graceful things that I can not
- describe with my rustic pen. .

ALRAXEERSESABBZFRBELUIFE
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Those who are engaged in farming have to plough their
fields in spring and weed them in summer. In doing so their
bodies are soaked, and their feet are besmeared. Under no
‘circumstances could they be regarded as the people of happiness
and importance. But, as for me, farming is the happiest
and most important of all works in the world. Why is that
80?7 Because farmers work from sunrise till sunset; their
| cultivating of cotton and rice and their raising of domestie
snimals enable them to get sufficient food and clothing without
relying upon others. How happy they arel
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Many things which they raise, like grains, eloth, and silk,
are needed by people of whatever profession. If there were no
farmers we should starve with cold and hunger. How impor-
tant they arel

Crane Waze Tsvu.

ﬁ%ﬁiﬂ#’&&ﬁg iF BB A iR R
I1.

Those who make their living by farming will plough when
spring comes, and weed when summer comes. They are wet to
their skin and besmear their feet. They are toilsome and seem
to be of no worth, as far as their work is concerned. But, for
my part, farmers are the happiest and most important of all
classes of people. The reason why I say so is that they work
from sunrise to sunset, and that they can earn their living
easily by the cultivation of rice and cotton and by the raising of
domestic animals. So they are under no necessity of depending
upon others. Is it right to gay that they are happy? Grains,
cloth, and silk raised by them, are needed by any and every
man, be he an emperor, or a common person. If there were
no farmers, how could we keep ourselves from being hungry and
cold? Is it right to say that they are important?
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