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“obliged to part for a few daye, or even for a few

hours, have we fadly embraced each other, and
vowed that when we were Sur own miftrefles
we would never be afunder! We are now our
own miftrefles, and yet we pafs one half of the
year at a diftance from each other. Is then our
affeCtion weaker? My dear and tender friend,
we are both fenfible how much time, habit, and

‘your kindnefs have rendered our attachment

more ftrong and indiffoluble. As to myfelf,
your abfence daily becomes more infupportable,
and I can no longer live for a moment without
.you. The progrefs of our friendfhip is more
natural than it appears to be; it is founded not
only on a fimilarity of characler, but of condition.

As we advance in years, our affections bepin to

centre in one point. We every day lofe fome-

thing that was dear to us, which we can never

replace. Thus we perifh by degrees, till at
dength, being wholly devoted to felf-love, we
lofe life and fenfibility, even before our exiftence
ceafes. But a fufceptible mind arms itfelf with
all its force againft this anticipated death: when
a chilnefs begins to feife the extremities, it
colle@s all the genial warmth of nature round

jts own centre ; the more connexions it lofes,

the clofer it cleaves to thofe which remain, and
gll its former ties arc combined to attach it 'to
the laft objeét. |
This is what, young as I am, I feem to expe-
rience. Ah! my dear, my poor heart has been
200 fufoeptible of tender impreflions! It was {o
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22 E L O 118 A,

long acquaintance with you, without finding

one's 'mind imprefled with the charms of vir-
tue, and the delights of friendthip? Do not
you know that you have power to arm in your
defenfe every one who approaches you, and that

1 have no advantage whatever over dthers, but |

that of being, like the guards of Sefoftris, of the
fame age and fex, and of having been brought
up with you. However it be, itis fome comfort
‘to Clara, that though fhe is of lefs eftimation
than Eloifa, yet without Eloifa, fhe would be
of lefs value flill; and in fhort, to tell you the
truth, Ithink that we flood in great need of cach
~ ‘other, and that we {hould both have been lafers if
fate had parted us,

I'am chiefly concerned left, while my affairs
detain me here, you fthould difcover your fecret,
‘which you are ‘every minute ready to difclofe.
Confider, I entreat you, that there are folid and
‘powerful reafons for concealing it, and that no-
thing but a miftaken principle can tempt you to
Teveal it.  Befides, our fufpicion that it is no
longer a fecret to him who is moft interefted in
the difcovery is an additional argument againdt
making any ‘declaration without the greateft
wircumfpection.  Perhaps your hufband’s referve
may ferve as an example and a lefion to us: for
in fuch cafes there is very often a great difference
‘between pretending to be ignorant of a thing,
and being obliged to know it. Stay, thercfore,
‘T'befeech you, till we confult once more on this
nﬁ'alr. 1f your apprehenfions were well ground-

ed,
I
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of a friend and mother, which may cuntnbuﬁ h
your happinefs. 3 -4

I am at prefent too much in haﬁ: to fend you
a detail of my voyage in this letter, 1 dare ha@!”
that T fhall foon have a more convenient up
tunity ; mean time [ muit be content to giv
aflightfketch, rather to exite than graﬂfy
curiofity. Ihave been near four years in maki
this immenf{e tour, and returned in the fame 1k p
i which ¥ fee fail ; the only one of thl:w {

i

.,,J_-

=3

"

fquadron which we have brought back to England.
I have feen South-America, that vaft conti=
-ment, which, for want of arms, has been obli
to fubmit to the Europeans, who hmramndﬁ ta
- defert, in order to fecure their dominion, I»hllw -
feen the coafls of Brafil, from whence Lifbon
and London draw their treafures, and where P
miferable natives tread upon gold and diamon
withoutdaring tolay hands on them for their o
ufe. I croffed, in mild weather, thofe ﬂow
feas under the Antar&ick circle, and met with
the moft herrible tempefts in the Pacifick Ocean, |

]

E in mar dubbiofo foite ignoto polo 3 " ;
Prowvai Uonde fallaci, e ” wento infids. B !
Have brav'd the unknown feas, where, near the pole; )
Blow faithlefs winds, and waves deceitful roll. BT b

I have feen, atadiftance, the abode of thofe . L

. fuppofed giants, who are no otherwife greater*
: than the reft of their fpecies, than as they are
more courageous, and who maintain their indes
pendence more by a life of fimplicity and fruga. )

iity, than by their extraordinary ftature. I made

P
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cean, hﬂenmmld:maglm
~to meet with their own

i mﬁ fpace was t:mhttlcfot
/e feen them dﬂ'charga
{i eachother. Ina fight
.g‘,elurﬂiwn, L have ibcnthc

~heard the trmmp;ﬁmt

the fgma.ns of the d;ring._ 1

m be reftored.

urope tranfported to the extre=
a, ’*gy the labours of that avari-
nd induftrious pmpIe, who by
nce have furmounted difficul-

I have feen thofe immenfe and
, which feem deftined to no
an to cover the carth with herds
eir vile' appearance, I turned
it of difdain, horrour, and pity;

e fourth part of my fel
rmed into beafts for the fervice

eld, in ‘my fellow traveﬂers,
pebplc, whofe freedom anﬂ
d, in my opinion, the hantmf of

O 4 :_.;-_.:rg_:r_. v
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former dilate Me. 1 remove from hﬁ 2
‘her, as wher:
'hém to arrive. Itis atprefent

alone is inhabited ; all the ek of the

'rhaunﬂant in whmh l
lake of Geneva from the heights of _'[ura.‘ﬂm:
momen "'&f ﬂpturt and extacy. The fight of
thmﬁad country, wﬁcrc a de=
fures had over my heart; the
wholefome air of the Alps; the gentle
he country, more fweet than the per-
he X 3 that rich and fertile fpot, that

d landfcape, the moft beautiful that ever
€ uf :ﬁﬂ,n, that dehghl:ful abode,
ich I found nothing comparable in the vaft
of ':gh}obex_, the afpect of a free and hap-
cople 1‘& mildnefs of the feafon, the fere-
of the climate ; a thoufand pleafing recollec-
rccn]led to my mind the pleafures 1
:‘-; all thefe circumitances together
to a kind of tranfport whichI can-
3 :lnd feemed to colle&t the enjoy-
y wh ole life i into one happy moment.
fled the lake, 1felt a new impref-
hich I had no idea. It was a certain

._i'p;r, which checked my heart, and
inf pite of all my endeavours, Thql

il I a“"w nearer to the town; it abated
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) the walls of her chamber. Alas!

I could not difcover the tauﬁ, :

s

vhere I am deltined
lone is inhabited ; all

vered the lake of
untry , that beloved
e air of the Alps ;
fertile [pot, that
bode , to which I
>ople ; the mildnels
1lled to my mind the

~ rtwhich I can not

. Having crofled the
which checked my
difcover the caule ,
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-tru,ﬂ: anly to your ﬂrhm,
e mr'ly on your reafon; I con-
at.prefent, though not perfed,
- to H! accomplifhed, and you have
ufficient progrefs, to render you
o 1 do not complete it.

. to your poftcript, I remarked
h you had the fincerity not to
:tl':ou h confcious that it would

‘he had read it, it would, if
ubled his efteem for you; ne-
uld have given him no great
‘_*thc whole, your letter was
ted to make him place an en-
your condud, but at the fame
ﬁ#t him uneafinefs with refpet
tions. I awn, ‘thofe marks of
',whu:ﬁ j!mt view fo much, gi‘i'e
chenfions ; love never yet con-
“* dtfgmfc Iknnw ﬂﬁt
) _.g ‘no confequence to
ys m:mb-cr Eloifa, that fhe
o b Hur;ed by the youth and fine
mhﬂ:whenﬂle refle@ed on the
' umﬂ for her, Providence
h that he fhould retain the
_"_;‘_ er, to exercife your virtue,
¥ Tm ﬂ'om tl:l.cml in o:d:r

~ Tcome

Orrigginal; from
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Ry -'.I_ general , by the

9" . B-L O 1B A “"J'*q NI ir plealures

he advan tage |

_ -me that thefe lictle inftitutions, whﬂﬁm ‘ ng them always
firft fuggefted, fcarce ftood him in fifty er | f2nd from thofe

~ a-year. ¢ But (faid he) how often do you t #,I| | e e
I am repaid this fum in my houfekeeping ar | ere are any
my affairs in general, by the. vigilance m&ﬁﬂ | Zrngldeelrlt:gjr;y of

tention with which I am ferved by thefe faithful
fervants, who derive all their pleafures fmm
mafter ; by the intereft they takein a
which they confider as their own ; by them
tage I reap in their labours, fmm the vigour
they acquire at their excrcifes ; by the benefit /

of keeping them always in health, in pwfmw
~them from thofe excefles which are common

men in their ftation, and from thofe diforde
which frequently attend fuch exccﬂ:s hh{w

curing them from any propenfity to k.mwwﬁ
whu:h is an infallible ::un['equence of irr

rity, and by confirming them in the pra&mﬂ'
honefty ; in fhort, by the pleafure of havin
fuch agreeable recreations within ourfciuﬂ, _ -4
fuch a trifling expenfe? If there are any
among them, cither man or woman, wh#dﬁ
not care to conform to our regulations, L
prefcr the liberty of going where they p]:afg
warious pretences, we never refufe to give ther
leave : but we confider this licentious turn qg
‘very fufpicious fymptom, and we arﬂﬁmlwm
ready to miftruft fuch difpofitions. Thus ¢
little amufements, which furnifh us with m
fervants, ferve alfo as a dire&tion to us m
choice of them.”—I muft confefs, my lord, tk
_except in this family, I never faw the fame n

_4. i -il-F:--.

Ml (itions . Thus
gin the choice of
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100 ELOTS A
rity, do neverthelefs maintain fome
which feem to be rather founded on prejudi
‘than reafon, Of this kind, is that wﬂmﬂ:
demns dancing and aflemblics, as if there w
~anore harm in dancing than finging, as tf L
of thefe amufements wefe not equally a props ' -.
fity of nature, and as if it were a crime to di=
wvert ourlelves publickly with an innmmﬁ and
harmlefs recreation. For my own part, I this , ks
on the contrary, that every time th:m is "1
«concourfe of the two f{cxes, every publicl ?-H
diverfion becomes innocent, by being: publicks
whereas the moft laudable employment becom
{ufpicious in a #éte-a-téte party*, '« Man a a-
man were formed for each other, their un‘ n by
marriage is the end of nature.  All falfe religion
" is at war with nature; our’s, which mnw&'
and re&@ifies natural prcvp:nﬁt}r, pmelalm&iﬂm'
vine inftitution which is moft fuitable to W
kind. Religion ought not to increafe the em~ W«
barraffment which civil regulations throw in ﬂ
way of matrimony, by difficulties which M.-
Gofpel does not create, and which are-cont
tothe true fpirit of Chriftianity. Let a.njmﬁ
tell me where young people can have an oppor=
mmtyaf conceiving a mutual liking, and d
fecing each other with more decorum and cir="
cum/pection than in annﬂ%mbi}r,wimetheéy:;

-

* [n my letter to M. D'Alembert, concerning the thes
~ utees, I have tranfcribed the following paffage, and fome:

wothers ; but as I was then prepating this edition, I thnughl .
it better to wait this puhhcnunn till ¥ took notice of l:tvf X

- guotations
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104 E'L O I 5 A, '
nearer the natural condition of mnhﬂ,.by

mnderatmg the meannefs of fﬂ'wm md,ﬁ 1

rigour of authority.”

Such, my lord, arethe fmummud m f
with refpect to dancing, and I have often won=

dered how fo much affability could confift with
fuch a degree of fubordination, and how fhe
and her hufband could fo often floop to level'
themfelves with their fervants, and yet the latter.
never be tempted to affume equality in their
turn. I queftion if any Afiatick monarchsareat=
tended in their palaces with more refpet than
Mr. and Mrs. Wolmar are ferved in their own
houfe. I never knew any commands lefs h’ﬁ
perious than their’s, or more readily,

if they afk for any thing, their fervants fly; | ﬁ
they excufe their failings, they themfelves are.

neverthelefs fenfible of their faults. I was never.
better convinced how much the force of lahwn |

faid depends on the mode of expreflion.

"This has led me into a reflexion on the W |
gravity of mafters; whichis, that it is rather

10.be imputed to their own failings, than to the
effeéls of their familiarity, that they are defpifed
in their families, and that the infolence of fer-

vants is rather an indication of a vicious than

of a weak mafter: for nothing gives them fuch

affurances, as the knowledge of his vices, and
they confider all- difcoveries of that kind as fo.

~ many difpenfations, which free them from their
obedience to a man, whﬂm they can no longer
rcfpc&. Forse
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rich a amched to him; fhe
rﬁhm :halircn all the

mned them y-nﬁtr
fuppnrl; hlmtn-murmw

' nily, ‘and of ourfelves;
*muﬁz of a family become
hy man who knows the
13 us, that far frum confider-
le du q as troublefome, he makes
IIEI happm:fs, and denru the

ei gaﬁus. -
recious advantages ar:dcfpnf::d or
:an.& rf the few who endeavour to
her f‘fql«'ﬂom obtain them, the ‘reafon,
s, is the fame. There are many
‘ ﬂ'ﬁ}]iﬂle duties, which few people
’H ﬁﬂﬂﬂ. ‘Such are thofe of the
family, for which the air and buftle
h’ #g hﬂ'n a dlfgl.lﬂ' and which
fifcharces prbpe‘rl when he is only
_ %ﬁvﬂ -:if avarice and mtereﬂ

fu lﬁcnné:mﬂs, their income may
’ﬁiu’ ﬁnu'i neverthelefs fbe in afm&
' bq,ght tn hmre mnrq

------

- attended to in th:duc r:gulatmn ofa
' mlmit none but hom& people, who
eany i‘i:m:ct mtenuun to dlﬁul'bﬂm

-
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132 E'L O JF B 4.
chofe to refign myfelf to that delightful cons
templation, without taking the trouble of re«

flexion ; but Mrs. Wolmardrew me out ofmy

i

- reverie, by taking me under the arm. ¢ All that
you fee (faid the) is nothing but vegetableand
inanimate nature, which, in fpite of us, always
leaves behind it a melancholy idea of folitude,
Come ard view nature animated and more afs "’
felting, There you will difcover fome new
charm cvery minute in the day.” —¢¢ You antici=
pate mie ([aid I;) I heara confufed chirping noife,
and I fee but few birds; I fuppole youhave an
aviary.”’—*¢ True (faid the): let us go to it.” I
durft not as yet declare what I thought of this
aviary ; but there was fomething in the idea of
1t which difgufted me, and did not feem to cor=
re(pond with the reft. : i

We went down, through a thoufand turnings,
to the bottom of the orchard, where 1 found all
the water colleCed in a fine rivulet, flowing
gently between two rows of old willows, which
had been frequently lopped. Their tops being
hollow, and half bare, formed a kind of veffel,
from whence, by the contrivanceljuft now men-
tioned, grew feveral tufts of honey-fuckles, of
which one part intertwined among the branches,
and the other dropped carelefsly along the fide of
the rivulet. Near the extremity of the enclo-
fure was a little bafon, bordered-with grafs, bul-
rufhes, and weeds, which ferved asa waterings

- place to the aviary, and was the la% ufe made of

this water, fo precious and fo well hufbanded.
Domewhat

(@ glr:-
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' Bomewhat beyond this bafon was a platform,
~ which wasterminated, in an angle of the enclo-
- fure, by a hillock planted with a number of little
- trees of all kinds ; the (malleft ftoed towards the
fummit, and their fize increafed in proportion as

~ the ground grew lower, which made their tops

 appear to be horizontal, or at leaft fhowed that
they were one day mtended to be fo. In the
front flood a dozen of trees, which were young

as yet, but of a naturc to grow very large, fuch

f  asthebeech, theelm, the afh, and the acaca.

VD T e g P o W TS R R

- The groves on this fide ferved as an afylum to
that 'ia;ﬁ number of birds which I had heard

, chirping at a diftance, and it was under the fhade
- of this foliage, as under a large umbrella, that
- youmight fee them hop about, run, frifk, pro-

voke each other, and fight, asif they had not
perceived us. They were fo far from flying at

- our approach, that, according to the notion with

which I was prepofiefled, 1 imagined them to

~ have beenenclofed within a wire; but when we
came to the border of the bafon, I {aw feveral

of them alight, and come towards us througha

Mtwalk which parted the platform in two,
‘and made a communication between the bafon

and theaviary.

~ the walk, and when he retired, the birds flocked

P together, and began to feed like fo many chickens,

qg:l; fuch an air of familiarity, that I plainly
~ perceived they had been trained up to it, ¢ This.

._w! IS

Mr. Wolmar then going round:
ﬁhﬁm, Fcatterfd two or three handfuls of
‘mixed grain, which he had in his pocket, along-
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of a conftant pair, the zeal of their domeftick
concerns, paternal and maternal fondnefs, all this
15 loft upon yﬂu."‘Had you been here two months
ago, you might have feafted your eyes with
the moft lovely fight, and have gratified your
feelings with the moft tender fenfations in na-
ture.””—* Madam (faid ], fomewhat gravely)
youare a wifeand a mother ; thefe are pleafures of
which it becomes you to be fufeeptible.” Mr.
Wolmar then taking me cordially by the hand,
fard, ¢ You have friends, and thofe friends have
children ; how can youbea ftrangerto paternal
affeétion?”” I looked at him, I looked at Eloifa,
they looked at each other, and caft fuch an af-
feling eye upon me, that embracing them al- f
ternately, I faid with tender emotion, ¢ They
are as dear to me as to yourfelf.” I do net
know by what ftrange effet a fingle word can
make fuch an alteration in our minds, bu_t
fince that moment Mr. Wolmar appears to me
quite another man, and 1 confider him lefs
in the light of a hufband to her whom I have
fo long adored, as in that of the father of two
children for whom 1 would lay down my life.

I was going to walk round the bafon, in
order to draw nearer to this delightful afylum,
and its little inhabitants, but Mrs. Wolmar
checked me, ¢ Nobody (fays fhe) goes to di-
fturb,them in their dwelling, and you are thﬂ‘
firlt of our guelts whom I ever brought fo far.'
There are four keys to this orchard, of which
my father and we have cach of us one: Fanny

s

== &8 = 8B O =500 0
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fhine in every part of the orchard, rfume ;
the air, it ravifhes the eyes, and mﬁ; 8
care nor culture. It is for this reafon tk
rifts defpife it; nature has - made it fo
that they cannot add to it any. bntmwnd be
and as they cannot plague themfelm.!ﬁ
tivating it, they find nothing in it whi
“ters their fancy. The miftake of your p
ers to tafte, is, that they are defirous ﬁf
ducing art in every thing, and are never {
unlefs the art appears; whereas, true tah* -
fifts in concealing it, efpecially when it ¢
cerns any of the works of Nature. Tm
- purpofe are thofe ftraight gravel walks v
we meet with continually ; and M .
which are fo far from making a park a
more extenfive to the view, as is cor
fuppofed, that they only contribute aukm
difcover its boundaries? Do you ever fee
gravel in woods, or is that kind of grawL fofte
to the feet than mofs or down ? Dm
conftantly make ufe of the fquare or rule ?
they afraid left the fhould be vifible in fome fp
notwithftanding all their care to disfigure |
Upon the whole, it is droll enough to fee t
affect to walk in a ftraightline, thatthey
fooner reach the end, asif they were. tir
walkmg before they have well be un?
not one imagine, by their taking the fhorteft

]udgc of Nature? Did he not know that if the £
of Nature dnl’pia]rs his greatnels in great lhmga
~ pears Rill greater in thole which are the leaft?

=
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themfelves only; therefore, they arein the

hﬁg ﬂ!em out for the plcafure of others.
S 'hpm:&zn gardens in China, made

r, and kept up at fuch avaft expenfe, that
le idea deftroyed all the pleafure I hadin

ul cafcades, in level and fandy places,
e was nothing but fpring-water ; there
5. and curious plants of all the cli-
thm and Tartary, colle&ted and cul-
ivated in the fame foil. It is true, there were
ane walks or regular compartments; but
night fee curiofities heaped together with
on, which in nature are only to be found
te and fcattered. Nature was there re-
d u_mlﬂ: a thoufand various forms, and
RS 'n;;}m tugether 'r.fas not n-atilra]

1p Med-b}fa few ﬁmple ornaments. A .

!ltrhs and trees, and a few purhng

suted toembellifh it, Itis an amufle-
~!' h_ll coft little trouble, and the
of it is an additional pleafure to the
1} can conceive that this place might

g ﬁmm. Such, for example, is Lord
' H 2 Cobham’s

T L . S
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tafte, and laid out with fo much art, .
-art was. not feen 3 but in fuch a coftly

;lum There were rocks, grottos,

Il more agreeable, and yet be infinitely

i

rs . Belides , I

rt was not [een ;
d all the plealure
1dy places ,

e cli mates in

> walks or regular
¢ are only to be
-, and yet the
ve neither pumps
v - beds . A plain
es , and a few

It is an amule
holder . I can

ing to me . Such,
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pon yourlelf, and
ourlelf happy in
ng entertained a
‘was no [ooner
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and the oﬁ?y fault that can now be ?Eh:k

~ Wiwhat en thufiaftick
puted to you, is, that you retin ton Tvely & e
fenfe of your former indifcretions. Inftead ﬂ rmed your

ance , but never

taking reproachful precautions againft _yourf
learn to depend upon yourfelf, and your M-h
fidence will increafe your ftrength., Banifh

re were [0 many

that injurious diffidence, and think ]mrfglf ﬁﬁfvlviig(g::t
happy in having made choice of an honeft man, ¥ tey oc-

at an age which is liable to impofition,
in hawng entertained a lover formerly, whom
you may now enjoy as a friend, even under
your hufband’s eye. I was no fooner made ac-
quainted with your cennexions, than I Judged 1
of you by each other. I perceived what en-
thuﬁaﬂ‘h:}'c delufion led you aftray; it never
operates but on fufceptible minds; it fome=
times ruins them, but it is by a charm which
has power to feduce them alome. I judged
that the fame turn of mind which formed }'ﬁlﬂ'
attachment would break it as foon as it
.came " criminal, and that vice might ﬁmd un
enterance, but never take root in {uch h:arts EB
your’s.

¢¢ ]| conceived, moreover, that the cnnn‘emtm
between you ought not to'be broken ; that ﬂ::eu
were fomany laudable mrcuwﬂances atte
your mutual attachment, that it ought raﬂlpf to
be rectified than deftroyed; and - that neither of
the twocould forget theother, without diminifh-
ing their own worth. [ knew that great ﬂ:mg\-. 3
, glesonly ferved to inflame ftrong paffions, M

if violent 'efforts exercife the mind, they oc-

4 cafion

Go gle















& la O 1 5§ A gt
.ID‘II! Eloifa, now that fhe isa wife
-ih. to him who, when he had itin
ywer to gratify his defires, yet knew how
el »ﬂﬂlﬁ when fingle, and a fond girl.
the ﬁw think {6 meanly of yourfelves,
¢that I am in the wrong, fay fo,
retraét this inftant.” Coulin, do you think
2 CO! 1& ea:li})- venture to malw aniwer to

ri h

ﬁ'fpakmg with my hufband in pri«
 vate, M without entering into reafons which
I was not. at liberty tourge, I only entreated
to put off his journey for two days.
equeft was grantﬂi immediately, and I

'thr. time in fending you this exprefs,

o M I need but defire my hufband not
uﬂ, and he who never denicd me any
ng wi Lm refufe me fo flight a favour. But
erceive, my dear, that he takes a pleafure in
fidence he repofes in mey and I am afraid

ng fome fharc of his efteem, if he
ppofe that 1 have occafion for more
an he allows me. I know, likewife,
but {peak a word to St. Preux, and
will accompany my hufband without he-
1‘; hm what will my hufband thmk of

ich mghz feem to entitle him to fome pri-

‘__-:'-_‘ R < ’
we o ".'_ Oir na from .
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rthelefs, fought an ﬂpport&mty in the |

Ear your an{wer, to know how [ am

J"m air of authority over St. Preux, ;

12 ‘vileges

1 his power to
f you think [0
." Coufin, do

vate , and without
Hurney for two
[s , and waiting

hmg will not

ence he repoles in
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of-decorum which eftablifhed thfi ﬂﬁy Rt e~
times juftify our difpenfing with them. if"lv';"; ¥
The c:rcumfpeﬂlm which you
your paft failings is injurious to your pi '
condition ; I will never pardon this unneceffary
caution which your heart diflates, mﬂ! W
fcarce furgwe it in your reafon. How ! was
poffible that the rampart which protecls your
perfon could notfecure you from fuch igno-
minious apprehenfions ! How could my coufin, |
my fifter, my friend, my Eloifa, cmfoﬁui the
indifcretions of a glrl of too much fen '
‘'with the infidelity of a guilty wife? Imkamﬂ
you, you will fee nothing but what ::mmm
- toraife and {upport your mind. Your hﬂﬂnﬂ,
who has fuch confidence in you, and whn&m
it becomes you to juftify ; your children, whom
you would train to virtue, and who will mm
‘deem it an honour that you was thﬂrm ey
your venerable father, who is fo dear to who
enjoys your felicity, and who derives more m- |
tre from you than from his anceftors; your
friend, whole fate depends on your’s, andmm
~you mutft be accountable for a :cfermﬂ.w‘u
~which fhe has contributed ; her daughmi”‘h
“whom you ought to fet an example of thofe vir-
tues which you would excite in her; your !pﬁw
lofopher, who is anhundred times fonder
virtues than of your perfon, and who refpe@®s
you {till more than you apprehend ; laftly, ybﬁ-
felf, who are fenfible what painful efforts your
. difcretion has coft you, and who will furcly

ition ; I will
t in your realon .
m [uch igno
the indilcretions
“will fee nothing
ke in you , and
+nd who will one
~ you, who enjoys
- whole fate
Thas contributed ;
156 in her ; your phi
pects you [till
iretlon has colt
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ing you with courage confpire to make
_ *,ﬂ | of having ventured to miftruft your-
" Bu ‘v&m to anfwer for my Eloifa,
'l"hm 1 to confider what fhe is?
v that [ know what fhe was, during
'_mﬁﬁ which fhe bewails, Ah! if
had ever been capable of infidelity, 1
w you to be continually apprehenfive :

L.

v ﬁ“l-""i:hﬂmce, you may conceive the

:'&'-mxh what aﬂcmihment we learnt
X vasa nation where the weaknefs of a

¢ mlhry of a married woman is r.hm
gcntle term of gallantry, and

ere married women publickly make l:llea:-

el _"mdﬂ for the fhort-lived reftraint they

[ ' when fingle. I know what maxims,

1is refpect, prevail in high life, where virtue

] pﬁthmg, where every thing is empty

secomes ridiculous againft cuftom. But
» "ioﬂ'a, you who glowed with 2 pure
| confta tpaﬁnna who was gullty only in
d’ men, and between heaven and

L6 W made

e

Origingldron
T MQOHSIE ; FE""""'F.KFLlBLIu_LIEFP..»-lR‘I »

;ﬂwmmy motives tl{nhk of

e ve ry time when you imagined that you *

real exiftence would have occafioned

.? ‘confidered as an inexpiable crime,.

1ce, where crimes are effaced b;f the
ty of proving them, or where the proof

s open to no reproach! You, who.

3 ae? k.

f inlpiring you

in order to anfwer
t (he was , during
-, I would allow
ed it a diltance ,
felt at that time ,

‘a fond maid is
‘ned by the gentle
hort - lived

ife , where virtue
the difficulty of
[a, you who
ween heaven and
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ln {41t ade yelterday , after

’ : ¥ r- i t,fi i for a long time her
'ﬁ E L 0 I s ﬁ; 0 n f"' Fyes ji: >d by the departure
B5 Hae g ited to another caule ,
Wh:tcunmbm tofeed them Lou may judge

“me to him, though as
Herruption of the
telfum ing the [ame
40 dread ; and in an

' he plealure of feeing
“ule , and though it is

oppreffes me, is a reflexion wlﬁq&hf
yefterday, after her hufband’sdeparture. ’
till that moment the kept up her fplms
yet for a long time her eyes followec
- with an air of tendernefs, which I theﬁ
gined was only occafioned by theﬂq:m that
happy hufband ; but I found by hﬁ"‘ nver
tion, that the emotion was to be imj
another caufe, which was a fecret to m ©
fee (faid fhe) in what manner we live tog
and you may judge whether hcﬂw .
Do not imagine, however, that ﬂq
which attaches me to him, theug‘hn- n
as powerful as that of love, is llhewife
ible of its weaknefs. Ifan miserw
agreeable habit of living together is f
us, we are confoled by the firm hope iﬁf
ing the fame habit again. A ftate of
manence admits few viciflitudes which
reafon to dread ; and in an abfence o
days, the pain of fo fhort an interval “d
affe@® me fo ftrongly as the pleafure o
‘an end to it.  The afli&ion which you rea
in myeyes proceeds from a more weighty caufe
and though it is relative to Mr. Wol
not occafioned by his departure.
¢ My dear friend (continued the, -

fefling tone) there is no true l!appml!’fﬁrﬂ cart '
My hufband is one of the moft wc thy and

feltionate of men ; the duty which incites us
c;memcd by mutual mclmat:on 3 hﬁ: s 1

" carth . My hulband
41 by mutual

-
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r very fortitude is
? It was becaule
whom fhe is [o

r for her own fake
aft ! will you

T14 EL O S A ,.
is all your boaft, and doubtlefs mmm :
to glory init; yet, be not too proud. Your _’
fortitude is tha effect of your weaknefs. Do
knew how it came that you grew enar ared’
of virtue ! It was becaufe virtue always appeared”
to your imagination in the amiable form of that
lovely woman, by whom fhe is fo truely rm‘
fented, and whofe image you will ﬂm—-ys e
But will you never love her for her own fake ¥
will you never, like Eloifa, court virtue of \]
own accord? Vain and indolent mmi
will you content yourfelf with barely ﬁw
her virtues, without attempting to imitate them #
You fpeak in rapture of the manner in which'
the difcharges the important duties of wife and'
mother; but when will you difcharge thofe of 2
. manand a friend, by her example ! 'Sh&ﬂ-’a‘m‘
man be ab]iemr triumph over herfelf, and apﬁﬁ- '
lofopher find it fo difficult to conquer his paf-
fions ¥ Will you continue to be El"mys a mere
prater, like the reft of them, and be contentte
write good books, inftead of doing good ac-
- tions* ! Take care, my friend ; I ﬂiﬂpw
an

¥ Not that this philofophical age has not pﬁduceﬂ"#ﬁ'}‘
“true philofopher. T know one, I muft confefs, and but
" -one j but the happieft circumftance is, that he refides im
my native country. Shall I venture publickly to name
him, whole honour it is to have remained unknown?.
Yes, learned and modelt Abduzit, let your fublime ﬁq_!
plicity fergive my zeal, which, to fay truth, hath not
. your name for itsobjedt. No, itis not you I would make

known in an age uawerthy to adwire you.; it is G

ill you dilcharge
[elf, and a phia

‘e prater , like the
are , my friend ; I

. No, it is not you

would
4 :
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fs and effeminacy in your writing,
| es me, as | think it rnhnthncf-.
L M 1hate lmbemiug in any one,
| the thoughts of it in my fr
b:nh thing as virtue wrﬂ:uutlr;':i
llanimity is the certain mtﬂnian.r.
dare you rely on your own
: ; m have no courage ! Belicve me,
:'".' 5 weak as you, the very firft oppor-
unity mﬁﬂaﬁ you into an infamous adul-
J*mywmmnabm with ber, there-
boras lesen.to know her warth, and hiuih atycm
T "h
mwhabh tor fee ym a8, Claseps 4
10w the motives of mdnﬁrmgm-feahalj
. Twelve years of millakes aud troubles
dere mﬁfpcmusﬂf myfelf; to refifk
nclinations, however, my own abilities
might

honour, lur mwknmutﬁt plamcf ur
. It is my fellow-citizens who are h.cmml:ﬂl

p;ﬂ:ncl. Happy the country where the merit
aceals itfelf is by fo much the more efteemed,
ploph, among whom prelumptuous and forward
of its dogmatick infolence, and blunthes ae
r'sm;u before the learned ignorance of age,
J, virtuous eld man! you have never been
. ‘wits ; no noify academician has writ-
_ial}n um. Inftead of depafiting all your wifdom
S5, ﬁu hwt difplayed itin your life,as an example
: country yotr have deigned te make the objelt of
eftee MIw-tm&hh Sacrates ; hut he died

- -
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it 8tllow-citizensy while you arechesithed. .
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ye , requires the

n, than I have done
, [hould be

| enquire whether
ed . Your heart I
ave occalion for ,
"'h mine may be

DoNn Us , give us

ion [cious of our

. [ am more fearful
"emns . We have no
& necellary to point
nay be ufeful , by
\cquainted .

216 E L O'I'S§-A .
might fuffice; but to give the prefcrencc ﬂf one.
to the other, to know which I fhould ind
requires the affiftance of a friend : nor {
take lefs'pleafure in bein n‘nhged to him on
occafion, than I have dune in nbhgmg ﬁ '
others. Between friends, their nbhg
well as their affe&ions, thould be re:lpme
not deceive }ruurfblf' however ; before I put.
confidence in you, I fhall enquire whetlm'
are worthy of it, and if you deferve to retum
the fervices you have formerly received. Y
heart I know, and am fatisfied with rtﬁ_
grity ; but this is not all : itis your judgen
fthall have occafion for, todire&t me in mal
a choicewhich fhould be governed entw&l}
reafon, and in which mine may be partla;L
am not apprehenfive of danger from thufn :
fions, which, making open war upon us, give
us warning to put ourfelves upon our dﬂ?&
and, whatever be their effe&t, leave us ftill con-
fcious of our errours. We cannot fo properly

faid to be overcome by thefe, as to give - way tc
them. -I am more fearful of deluﬁnn than b@&f t |

flraint, and of being involuntarily induced tc
what my reafon condemns. We have no ne
of foreign affiftance to fupprefs our mc]matmm
but the affiftance of a friend may be neceflary to ¥’
pmnt out which it is mefl prudent to indulge:
in this cafe itis that the fnendﬂnp of a wile
man may be ufeful, by his v:ewmg in a different
light thofe objets with which it is our mtrm&
tobe intimately acquainted, Examine yuur-

. felf, .
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' Me, and tell me whether, vainly re-
g at your fate, you will continue for ever
“ufelefs ‘to yourfelf and others, or if, refuming
the command over yourfelf, you will at laft
Md\f iﬁviﬂng and aﬁﬂ:uig your

llllll

will mltﬁ.'uln me in L.ondon more

thana fortnight longer, when I thall fet out for

mFl&rﬁm, where T intend to flay
bou __ﬁﬂum time; fo that you muft not ex-
H me before the end of next month, or
eginning of O&ober. In the mean time,
writen m to meat London, butdire& your
; ﬂ the army, ag}'ccah]y to the enclofed
Wﬁﬂ! you write, proceed alfo in your
- -;,_;..,:- s 3 fory notwithftanding the cenfure I

_yuﬂtlctﬁcﬂ, they both affect and inftrudk
ing me, at the fame time, the moft flat<
leas of a life of peace and retirement,
vle'tomy temper and age. In particular,
_ .m toeafe my mind of the difquietude
?' : excited concerning Mrs, Wolmar, If
| M!ﬁad who on earth can hope for
ef ? E&Er the relation you have given.
conceive what ¢an be wanting to
!aerfehc*ity.

L. LETTER
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Vh Mgm retreat | What a charm-.
Il;ﬂﬂ[’ A continuance in this place
fitwr.n yet more delightful ; and thnugh_
ar not 'Nrfﬂ:ntmg at firft fight, it is im-
ole not to be pleafed with it, when it is
ki ' “The pleafure Mrs. Wolmar takes
charging the nobleft duties, in making all’
mtﬁlﬂ’htr virtuous and happy, com-
s itfelf to all thofe who are the obje&ts
. M to her hufband, her children, her
s, her domefticks. No tumultuous fcenes of
‘mirth, no loud peals of laughter, are
i’ﬁh pi:aecful manfion ; but, in their’
",&‘"ilw: s meet with cuntcnted hearts
ul countenances. If at any time you
ar, it is the tear of fufceptibility and j joy.
Sy '”tatrés', and forrow intrude not here,
*ghm vice and rcmor!‘:, of whach they
me 2o
Jloifa, it is certain that, excepung‘ the
"ﬂf' uneafinefs with -which I ac-
in m}' laft*, every thing confpires
: And yet, with fo many

emfelves miferable in the fame fituation.
r unifor im& re{'lred manner of ln'mg wuuid
; ther iﬂfu'p}idrtﬂhle- they would think the

#»' ' children infufferable; “they ‘would be

1  death with the care of their family ;
1d not be ab!e-to bear the country ; the
RN TR f S
' : F:,_,__"'- 't -_h&ﬂlﬂﬂﬂd«h is not i‘w&lmﬁk
#ction,  ‘The reafon of it will be feen hereafter.

iuﬁ 3 %hnufan-d other women would

NEW-YBRK PUBLIC LIBRARYS &
L I _‘1'%

‘ers it even yet more

lealed with it , when
making all who

fher care , to her

., no loud peals of
~ontented hearts and
y . Troubles , cares ,
S.

jainted you in my
, a thouland other
1 manner of living
y would be fatigued

| be [een hereafter .
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wuld never be at
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efteem and prudence of a .ludﬁali&, flot over |eable to enjoy the
tender, would hardly recompenfe them for his family concerns ,
: % as happinels ,

indifference and age; his prefence, and even his.
regard for them, would be burthenfome. ‘They
would either find means to fend him abroady
that they might live more at their liberty; or -
-would leave him to himfelf ; defpifing the peace-
ful pleafures of their fituation, and fecing more
.dangerous ones elfewhere, they would never be
ateafe in their own houfe, unlefs when they
.came as vifitors., Itrequires a found mindtobe
able to enjoy the pleafures of retirement; the
virtuous only being capable of amufing them-
felves with their family concerns, and of volun«
tarily fecluding themfelves from the world; if
there be on earth any fuch thing as happinefs,
they undoubtedly enjoy it in fuch a ftate. But
the means of happinefs are nothing. to thofe
who know not how to make ufe of them; and
we never know in what true happimfs cmiﬁﬂs,
till we have acquired a tafte for its enjoyment.
If I were defired to fpeak with precifion, as
tothe reafon why the inhabitants of this place
are happy, I thould think I could not anfwer with.
greater propricty than to fay, it is becaufe #bey
bere know bow to live ; not in.the fanfq;nmj
. thefe words would be taken in France, where
it would be underftood that they ha@m
certain cuftoms and manners in vogue: Noy
but they have adopted fuch manners as are moft
agreeable to human life, and the purpofes for

which man €ame into the world ; to that life

|'ho know not how
iuired a talte for its

 are happy , |

now how to live ;

came into the
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228 E L'QO I'S A
feel inceflantly thofe evils fhe r.'ould not ha'm
redrefled.

Inftead of that, every thing here animates tml
fupports the native goodnefs of her dlfpnﬁm

She has no publick calamities toaffliG her. She

fees not around her the frightful pi€tures of in-

digence and defpair. The villagers, in eafly cir-

cumftances, have more need of her advice than
her bounty*, But, if there be found a

them an orphan, too young to earn his fubfift-
ence; an obfcure widow, who pines in fecretin=

digence; a childlefs father, whofe hands, en~
feebled by age, cannot fupply him with the means

of life; fhe is not afraid that her bounty will
increafe the publick charge, by encouraging idle-

nefs or knavery. Thehappinefs fhe herfelf feels

multiplies and extends itfelf to all around her,
Every hnuﬂ: fhe enters {oon becomes a copy of
her own : nor are convenience and order only
purfued from her example, but harmony and
goodnefs become equally the objedis of domeflick
management. When fhe goes abroad, fhe fees

none but agreeable cbjefts about hnr; and
when fthe returnshome, fhe is faluted by others

ftill more engaging., Her heart is delighted b-!

cvery profpect that meets her eyes ;- and, little -

fufcnptiblb.

~ ® There is near Clarens a village called Moutru, the

rightof common to which is fufficient to maintain the in-
habitants, though they had not a foot of land of theirown.

For which reafon, the freedom of that villageis almoft as

difficult to be obtained as that of Berne. Itisa great
pity that fome honeft magiftrate is notappointed, to make

thefe burghers a little more fociable, or their burgheribip
lels dear,

Go gle
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fufceptible as it is of felf-love, it is led to love
itfelf inthe effes of its own benevolence., No,

~ my lord, I repeatit again; nothing that re-
ﬂilﬂklﬁ can be indifferent to the caufe of

o wirtue. Her charms, her talents, her tafte, her
- errours, her ﬂ:&mﬂ:, her abodey her friends, -

3 M,;fmly, her pains, her pleafures, every thing
! indhort thatcompletes her deftiny, compofe a
life without example ; fuchas few women would.
~ choofe to imitate, and yet fuch as all, in fpite of
Hchn, muft admire.
 What pleafes me moft, in the follicitude
. Mwaﬂs here regarding the happinefs of
- others, is,that their benevolence is always exert-~
ed with prudence, andis never abufed. We do
notalways fucceed in our benevolent intentionss.
but, on the contrary, fome people imagine they
are doing great fervices, who are, in reality,
doing great injuries ; and, with a view to a little
amanifeft good, mguﬂty of much unforefeen:
evil, Mrs, Wolmar, indeed, poflefles, in an emi=

~ ment degree, a qualification very rare, even among

mdthn‘heﬂ charalter ; I mean, an ex-
quifite difcernment in the diftribution of her
favours, and that as well in the choice of means
- to render them really ufeful, as of the perfons
‘on whom theyare beffowed. For her condu&
‘in this point, fhehas laid down certain rules, to
‘which fhe invariably adheres, ~ She knows how
o grant or refufe every thing that is afked
; ﬁiﬂ-’, without hcu'aj.rmgthc leaft weaknefs in
B her t:omphan@c, or capricein herdemial, Who-
: : ever
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_prince, his pofls, his troops, his magazines,
and his fortified towns ; but the true politician

would take a {urvey of the country, and vifit
the cottages of the hutbandmen. The former

would only fee what is already executed, but the -

latter what was capable of being put into et

hﬁﬂ- :
On this principle they prncacd here, and yﬂ

more fo at Etange; they contribute as much

as poffible to make the peafants happy in their
condition, without ever aflifting them to ﬂhu:lge

it.  The better, as well as the poorer fo;;l:
people are equally defirous of fending their ¢

dren to the cities ; the one, that they may w

and become gentlemen, the others, that they
may find employment, and fo eafe the;l,r parents

of the charge of maintaining them. Theyoung

people, on their part, have curiofity, and are

generally fond of roving: the girls afpire to -

the drefs and finery of the citizens; and the
boys, moft of them, gointo foreign fervice,

thinking it better to return with the hwhva

and mean air of mercenaries, and a ridiculous

contempt of their former condition, than mﬂi :

that love for their country and liberty whic
bonourably diftinguifhed thejr prﬂggnimrﬁil E;Et.-'

is the care of this benevolent family to remon=-

{trate againtt thefe miftaken prejudices, tn?-
prefentto the peafants the danger of their chi

dren’s principles ; the ill confequences of Tenﬂ-i-
ing them from home, and the continual rifks

thx:y runof lofing their life, fortune, and :;:
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rals, where a thoufand are ruined for one who
does well. If after all they continue ebitinate,
they are Ieft, at their own indifcretion, to run
into vice and mifery; and the care which was
thrown away on them is turned upon thofe who
have liftened to reafon. This is excrted ip
teaching them to honour their native condition,
bpfﬂ;mmgm honour it ourfelves: we do not
- converfe with peafants, indeced, in the ftile af
- courts; but we treat them with agrave and
diftant fam:hanty, which, without raifing any
one out of his ftation, teaches them to refpeﬁ‘

~ willage who does not rife greatly in his own
eftimation, when an opportunity offers of our
thowing the difference of our behaviour to him,
and to fuch petty vifitants, who come home to
make a figure for aday or two, and to eclipfe
their relations. Mr. Wolmar and the Baron,
when he is here,  feldom fail of being prefent
~ at theexercifes and reviews of the militia of
" thevillage, and parts adjacent : their prefence
has a great effet on the youth of the country,
who are naturally of a martial and {pirited
- temper, and arc extremely delighted to fee them-
felves honoured with the prefence of veteran
 officers. They are ftill prouder of their own
merit, when they fee foldiers retired from fo-
- reign fervice lefs expert than themf(elves : yetthis
1 _*}?ﬂ&cn.dn;fur, dowhat you will, five-pence

- a-day, and the fear of being caned, will never

m that emulation which may be excited in

o a free,

Go gle
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a free man under arms, by the prefence of his res

lations, his neighbours, his friends, his miftrefs,
and the honour of his country. T

Mrs. Wolmar's great maxim is, thesefm,
mever to effcourage any one to change his cone-

dition, but to contribute all in h:r power to
‘make every one happy in his prefent ftation;

being particularly follicitous to prevent the hap-
pieft of all fituations, that of a peafant ina free

ftate, from being defpifed in favour of uﬁﬂ'ﬁ*

'pluyments
I remember, that I one day made an o jﬁ'-
tion on this fubje®, founded on the dlm

talents which nature feems to have

‘on mankind, in order to fit them for dil |

occupations, without any regard to their birth,
This fhe obviated, however, by obferving that
there were two more material things to be con-
fulted, before talents: thefe were, virtue and
happinefs. ** Man (faid fhe) is too noble a being
to be made a mere tool of for the ufe of others:

heought not to be employed in what he is fit
for, without confulting how far fuch emghz- !
ment is fit for him; for we are not made for

“our ftations, but our ftations for us. In the
‘right diftribution of things, therefore, we fhould
not adapt men to circumftances, but circum-
ftances to men; we fhould not feek that em-

~ “ployment for which a man is beft adapted, but

“that which is beft adapted to make him vir-
" tuous and happy.. For it can never be right to

defiroy one human foul for the temporal

advantage
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ﬁt the many eftablithments in favour of the
Wm&ym of prejudice to them? In
indifcreetly the number of profef-
Wnﬁﬂmcmr true merit is loft in the
 crowd ; and the honours due to the molt in-
~ genious are always beflowed on the moft ine
triguing. Did there exift, indeed, a fﬁcrety,
‘wherein the rank and employment of its res
~ {pe&ive members were cxa&ly calculated to
- their talents and perfonal merit, every one might
 there I‘ﬁﬁi‘ﬁ*tﬁ the place he fhould be moft fit
- for ; butit is neceffary to condu ourfelves by
other rules, and give up that of tb:!itrﬂ, in fo-
cieties where the vileft of all talents is the only
one that leads to fortune.
~ % T will add further (continued fhe)'that I
«cantiot be perfuaded of the utility of having fa
many different talents difplayed. It feems ne-
. ceffary the number of perfons fo quatified fhould
be exaétly proportioned to the wants of fo-
ﬂh’j‘fm, if thofe only were appointed to cul-
tivate the earth, who fhould have eminent ti-
- lents for ag'riculnn'e or if all thofe were taken

from that employment, who might be found

_more preper for fome other ; there would not
remain a fufficient number of labourers to fur-
nifh the common neceffaries of life. I amapt

o «think, therefore, that great talents in men-

- .are like great virtues in drugs, which nature
has provided to cure our maladies, though its

dntention certainly was; that we fhould never’

Wﬁm In tl?e vegetable crea~

@8l tion
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well as I do a cam::dian, whnmﬁié |

makes me admire the good aétions of ofheﬂt, |
other induces me to do a good adion myfelf
all that we feel at the reprefentation of aﬁi-\
gedy goes off as foon as we come out of |
playhoufe ; but the rememberance of the ullﬁﬁj
py object we have relieved gives continual
leafure. A great number of beggars . mﬂﬁﬁ'
Eurthenrﬂme toa ftate : but of hnw many pro-

feflions, which are tolerated and encouraged,
we not {ay the fame? It helﬂngs to thefeg
Jature and adminiftration to take care there

fhould be no beggars ; but, in order to make.

them lay down their trade®, is it ncceﬁryﬁ ,_
make

* To giv:tu beggars, fay fome people, is to raife a nur.
fery of thieves : thoughi it is, on the contrary, to prevent
their becoming fuch. [allow that the poor ought not to
be encouraged to turn beggars ; but, when once they are
fo, they ought to be fupported, left they fhould turn rob-
bers. Nothing induces pecple to change their profeffion
fo much as their notbeing able to live by it : now, thofe

who have once experienced the lazy life of a beggar get
fuch an averfion to work, that they had rather go upon the
highway, at the hazard of their necks, than betake them-
felves again tolabour. A farthing is foon atked for I.Il'#
foon refufed ; but twenty farthings might provide a fup-
per for apoor man, whom twenty refufals might exafperate
todefpair: and whe is there who would ever refule fo
flight a gift, if he refleéted that he might thereby be the
ameans of {aving two men, the one from theft, and

the other from being murthered? I have fumcwbmq:ﬂl,
‘that beggars are a kind of vermin that hang lbm.It the
wealthy. It is natural for children to cling about their
parents; buttherich, like cruel parents, difown theis’s,
-and leave them to be maintained by each other,

's , on the contrary ,
ggars ; but, when

ces people to

> once experienced

ve f[omewhere read
) cling about their
d by each other .
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mhcall other ranks of people inhuman and
m:._tural? Fur my , part, continued Eloifa,
- without knowing what the poor may be to the
te, I know they are all my brethren, and
at I cannot, without thinking myfelf inex-

ﬂ*mt "The greater part of them, I own, are
agabonds; but I know too much of life, to
~ beignorant how many misfortunes may reduce
@ ‘honeft man to fuch a fituation; and how
| m I be fure, that an™ unhappy ftranger, wha
: mes in the name of God to implore my

ce, and to beg a morfel of bread,

t, and whom my refufal may drive to de-
- fpair? Thealms1 diftribute at the door are of
. nogreatvalue. A half-penny and a piece of
,' -'hm:damrcfufed to nc-bt}dy, and twice the pro-
portion is always given to fuch asare maimed,

or otherwife evidently incapable of !abuur.
hould they meet with the fame relief at every
_ which can afford it, it would be fufficient
-m £upport them on their journey; and that is
aneedy traveller has a right to expet. But
ppoﬁng this was not enough to yicld them any
| ml help, itisat leafta proof that we take fome
Wj; in their diftrefs; a fort of falutation that
{gﬁf;ns the rigour of refufing them more. A
wf-penny and a morfcl of bread cofts little
..,-' more, and arc a more civil anfwer, than a mere
Gad belp you; which is too often the only thing
heﬂnwed as 1f the gifts of providence were not
?at.. 111, M placed

- Go gle
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placed in the hands of men, or that heaven had
any other ftore on earth than what is laid up in
the coffers of the rich. Infhort, whatever we
~ought to think of fuch unfortunate wretches,
and though nothing fhould in juftice be given
to common beggars, we ought at leaft, out of
refpect to ourfelves, to take fome notice of fuf-
fering humanity, and not hearden our h:arwu
the fight of the miferable.

. Th:s is my behaviour to thofe, who, wltlr-
outany other fubterfuge or pretext, come open-
ly abegging, With refpeé to fuch as pretend
tobe workmien, and complain for want of em-
ployment, we have here tools of almoft every
kind for them, and wéMet them to work. By
this means we affift them, and put their mdlﬁi _
to the proof; a circumftance which is now fo
well known, that the lazy cheat never m
agam to the gate.”

Itis thus, my lord, this angelick :reamrg
always deduces fumethmg from her own virtues,
to combat thofe vain {ubtilities, by which peo=
ple of cruel dlfpuﬂtmns palliate their vices, The
follicitude and pains fhe takes to relieve the poor
are alfo ranked among her amufements, and
take up great part of the time fhe can fpare from
her moft important duties. After having per-
formed her duty to others, fhe then thinks of
herfelf; and the means fhe takes to render life

in the coffers of
hing [hould in
[ome notice of fuf

| ly a begging .
we have here

, and put their
r comes again to

to combat thole
“and pains [he
he time (he can
hinks of herfelf ;

mmendable are

agrecable may be reckoned among her virtues: ]

fo commendable are her conftant motives of
altion, that moderation and good fcnfe are al-
s ways
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mw with her pleafures! She is ambi-
“ to pleafe her hufband, who always delights
her chearful and gay : fhe is defirous
Mhlﬁ into her children a tafte for innocent
wherein moderation, order, and fim-
ﬂq prevail, and fecure the heart from the
violence of impetuous pafliens. She amufes
m&therefmel to divert them, as the dove
foftens the grain to nourifh the young ones.

- Eloifa’s mind and body are equally fenfible.
Thq fame delicacy prevails as well in her
- fenfesas her fentiments. She was formed to
hﬂ and tafte every pleafure. Virtue having
m lqng efteemed by her as the moft re-
ﬂn.ll delights, in the peaceful enjoyment
P ; M fupreme pleafure fhe debars herfelf of
¥ ' none that arc confiftent with it ; but then her
o method of enjoyment refemb!es the aufterity of

. felf-denial : not indeed of that affli¢ting and
painful felf-denial, which is hurtful to nature,
ﬂwhn:h its authour rejeéts as ridiculous ho-

; but of that flight and moderate reftraint,
Hwhc]lﬂm empire of reafon is preferved; and
h ferves as a whet to pleafure, by preventing

§ b She will have it, that every thing which

' m the fenfe, andis not neceflary to life,
§  changes its nature, whenever it becomes habi-
b tual ; that it ceafes to be pleafant in hecommg
peedful ; thatwe thus by habit lay ourfelves at
wunder a needlefs reftraint, and deprive our-

ﬁtﬁaf areal pleafure ; and that theart of fatis-

ﬁgmgwdeﬁres hf:snat in indulging, but in
M 2 fupprefling

r K

ig
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fuppreffing them. The method fhe fakes fo em~
hance the pleafuresof the leaft amufement, is te
deny herfelf the ufe of it twenty times for once
that fhe enjoys it. . Thus her mind preferves its
firft vizgour; her tafte is not fpoiled by ufe; fhe
has noneed to excite it by excefs; and I have
often feen her takeexquifite delight in a childifh
diverfion, which would have been infipid to any
other perfon on earth. S .
A ftill nobler object, which fhe propofes to her-
felf from the exercife of this virtue, is that of
remaining always miftrefs of herfelf, and thereby
to accuftom her paffions to obedience, and to
fubje&t her inclinations to rule. This is a new
way to be happy; for it is certain that we en-
joy nothing with fo little difquietude as what
we can part from without pain ; and if the phi-
lofopher be happy, it is becaufe he is the man
from whom Tortune can take the leaft. AR
But what appears to me the moft fingular in
her moderation, is, that fhe pur{ues it for the very
{ame reafons which hurry the voluptuous into
excefs. Life is indeed fhort, fays the, which
isa reafon for enjoying it to the end, and ma-
naging its duration in fuch a manner as to make
the moft of it. If one day’s indulgence and
fatiety deprives us of a wholeyear’s tafte f'uren-
joyment, it is bad philofophy to purfue ouréo-
fires fo far as they may be ready to lead us, with-
-our confidering whether we may not out-liveour
faculties, and our hearts be exhaufted before our

time, I fee that our .common epicures, in
ordes

/Gougle









- ¢wo months. The room is fmall, but orna-
~ mented with every thing that can render it
‘pleafant and agreeable. Itis here Eloifa gives
her little entertainments to her father, to her

— - r

~ fometimes to her children.  When fhe orders
‘thetable to be fpread there, we know imme-
diately the defign ; and Mr. Wolmar has given it
~ the name of the Saloon of Apollo: but this
- faloon differs no lefs from that of Lucullus in
hﬁm& of the perfons entertained, than in
thfiht entertainment. Common guefls are
ot admitted into it: we never dine there, when
areany ftrangers: it isthe inviolable afy-
h‘pﬁf anutual confidence, fﬂendﬂup, and li-
« The fociety of hearts is there _pmned to

_ itis a kind of initiation into the myfleries of 2
* there, but fuch as with never to be feparated.

rdﬁt to dine the very firft day in the Apollo.
- Formy part, I was not at firlt admitted to
~ thathonour, which was referved for me till after
my return from Mrs. Orbe’s. Not that I imagined
éﬂty could add any thing to the obliging recep-
~ tion I met with on my arrival; but the Fupper
made for me there gave me other ideas. It is
~ impoflible to defcribe the de!:ghtful mixture of
~ familiarity, chearfulnefs, and focial eafe, which I
~then experienced, and had never before tafted in

~ my whole life. I found myfelf more at liberty,
1k, ¢ nig M 4 without
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hufband, toher coufin, tome, to herfelf, and -

m focial bond of the table ; theenterance into

cordial intimacy ; nor do any perfons ever meet |
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adorning her natural charms without hiding

them ; the came from her toilet indeed a dazzling
beauty, and I faw fhe was not lefs capable to
outfhine the moft fplendid drefs, than to adorn
the moft fimple. I could not help being vexed,
when 1 refleéted on the caufe of her prcpl.utim

This tafte for ornament extends itfelf, from &e

miftrefs of the houfe, throughall the family.
‘The mafter, the children, the fervants, the equi=

page, the building, the ‘garden, the furniture

are all fet off, and kept in fuch order, as fhows
what they are capable of, though m%msﬁcm-
is defpifed. I do not mean true magni ﬁM',
and which confifts lefs in the expenfe, than in
the good order and noble difpofition of things®*.

For my own part, I mufl confefs it appears to
me a more grand and noble fight, to feea fmall
number of peuple happy in themfelves, and in
each other, ina plain modeft family, than tofee
the moft fplendid palace filled with tumult and
difcord, and every one of its inhabitants taking

ddvantage of the general diforder, and bluﬂq!

| up

* And that it does fo appears to me indifputable.
There is true magnificence inthe prnpnrtinn and f]'mm:tlj
of the parts of a great palace ; but there is none in a con=

fuked heap of irregular buildings. There isa magnifi-
cence in the vniformity of a regiment in h&tt&lﬂ‘; but

none in the crowd of pmple that ftand gazing on them;

althnugh perhaps there is not a man among them whofe
apparel is not ofmore value than thole of any individual
foldier., In a word, magnificence is nothing more than

a grand {cene of regularity, whence it comes to pafs that, :

of all i'ghla imraginable, themoft magnificentare thofe of
na-t'i.uﬂ
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the'r'rm fortunes and happinefs onthe ruin

a Bhg!’e objE&, agrecable and delightful to con-
ﬁp ate ; whereas, in a riotous palace, we fee
only a ‘confufed affemblage of various objedts,
- whofe connexion and dependence are merely ap-
par _'t. At firft fight, mdaed, they feem operat-
F  one end ; but, on examining them nearer,
~ we are foon undecewtd
oy ;a i;onl‘ult only our moft nitural impreflions,
i 5 &@3, that, to defpife luxury and parade, we
need lefs of moderation than of tafte.  Sym-
lr:jf hnd regularity are pleafing to every one.
e picture of eafe and happinefs muft affe&
M‘erf heart; buta vain pomp, which relates nei-
ﬂl‘ to regularity nor happm:fs, and has only the
 defire of making a figure in the eyes of others
',; bri:s Objc& however favourable an idea it may
cite in us of the perfon who difplays it, can
Iy little pleafure to the fpe@ator. But what
A %c? Does not a_hundred times more tafte

zar in the order and conftru&tion of plain

Towm-BR R A AP SRR E - RN

e

4l w with finery ? What is convenience? Is
ﬁ?’{ﬁ‘mg in the world more inconvenient than
MP and pageantry®? What is grandeur?
o G - M6 It
* “The noife of people in a houle of diftinftion continu-
¢- ally difturbs the quict of the mafter of it.  Itis impoffible

e e e . e . S B BN ‘—T-‘h'

ﬁbwduf creditors make him pay dear for that of his ad-

§ © mirers. His apartments are generally fo large and

Jplendld, thathe is obliged tobetake Limfelf to a clofer,
| : _ “*that
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wages of the workmen and the fervants are paid h

out of the preduce of the lands they cultivate ;

the rent of their houfes in town ferves to fur-

nith thofe they inhabit in the country; the in-

tereft of their money in the publick funds fur-

nifhes a fubfiftence for the mafters, and alfo the
little plate they have occafion for. The fale
of the corn and wine which remain furnifhes a
fund for extraordinary expenfes; a fund which
Eloifa’s prudence will never permit to be ex-

haufted, and which her charity will not fuffer to

increafe. Sheallows for matters of mere amufe-
ment the profits, only, of the labour done in the
houfe, of the grubbing up uncultivated land, of
planting trees, &c. Thus the produce and the
labour always compenfating each other, the ba-
lance cannot be difturbed ; and it is impofiible,

from the nature of things, it fhould be de-

{troyed.

Add to this, that the abftinence which Eloifa
impofes on herfelf, through that voluptuous tem-
perance I have mentioned, is at once produétive
of new means of pleafure, and new refources
of ceconomy. For example, the is very fond of
coffee, and, when her mother was living, drank
it every day But fhe has left off that pra&ice,
in order to heighten her tafte for it, now drink-
ing itonly when fhe has company, or in her fa=
vourite dining-room, in order to give her en=
tertainments the air of a treat. This is a little
indulgence, which is themore agreeable, as it
cofts her little, and at the fame time reftrains and

regulates
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262 ELOISA - :
have reafon to believe (continued fhe) that my . can find any
father and hufband like thtlﬂ as well as more tance , but too
fcarce and coftly wines.”—< Eloifa’s wines, er invited or
indeed (fays Mr. Wolmar), to me, have a tafte :;rﬁelrlnfséleiy“rﬂ
which pleafes us better than any others, and that U Gime i foo
arifes from the pleafure fhe takes in preparing ted it that makes it
them,”—<< Then (returncd fhe) they will be J7™ erl‘t‘lvg}f}f‘g‘;g
always exquifite.” | Igm

You will judge whether, amidft fuch a |
of bufinefs, that indolence and want of ems=
ployment, which makes company, vifitings, and
fuch formal fociety neceflary, can find any place
here. We vifit our neighbours, indeed, juff
enough to keep up an agreeable acquaintance,
but too little to be {laves to each other’s com-
pany. Our guefts are always welcome, but are
never invited or entreated. The rule here is to
fee juft fo much company as to prevent the lofing
a tafte for retirement, rural occupation fupply=-
ing the place of amufements: and to him who
finds an agreeable and peaceful fociety in his
own family, all other company is infipid. The
manner, however, in which we pafs our time
is too fimple and uniform to tempt many peo=
ple, but it is the difpofition of thofe who have
adopted it that makes it delightful. How can
perfonsof a found mind be wearied with di Fe:harﬂ
ing the moft endearing and pleafing du '
humanity, and with rendering each ather s lives
mutually happy? Satisfied every night with the
* tranfaionsof the day, Eloifa wifhes for nothing
different on the morrow. Her conftant morn-

4 ing
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ing prayer is, that the prefent day may prove
~ like the paft. Sheisengaged perpetually in the
- fame round of bufinefs, becaufe no alteration
§ would give her more pleafure. Thus, without
- doubt, fhe enjoys all the happinefs of which
~ human life is capable: for -is not our being
pleafed with the continuation of our lot a certain
fign that we are happy?! One feldom fees in
- this place thofe knots of idle people, which are
mlf called good company j but then one
‘beholds thofe who intereft our affeGtions infie
~ nitely more, fuch as peaceable peafants, with-
_ out art, and without politenefs; but honeft,
~ fimple, and contented in their ftation: old
 officers retired from the fervice; merchants:
wearied with application to bufinefs, and tired
of growing rich ; prudent mothers of families,
who bring their children to the fchool of mo-
defty and good manners: fuch is the compa-
ny Eloifa aflembles about her. To thefe her
- hufband fometimes adds fome of thofe adven-
- turers, reformed by age and experience, who
- having purchafed wifdom at their own coft, re-
' “turn, without reluftance,, to cultivate their pa-
ternal foil, which they with they had never left.
‘When any one relates at table the occurrences
of their lives, they confift not of the marvellous
. adventures of the wealthy Sinbad, recounting,
in the midft of caftern pomp and effeminacy,
how he acquired his valt wealth, Their tales
are the fimple narratives of men of fenfe, who,
from the caprice of fortune, and the injuftice of

; ~ mankind,

|
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of education ; which, after a fhort paufe, ﬂaeiuﬁ.

in the fnllawing manner ;

- ¢ Happy, my dear friend, are thofe wbom %

well-born ! I lay notfo great a ftrefs as Mr. Wol-
mar does on my own endecavours, I doubt muchy
notwithtanding his maxims, thata good man.
can ever be made out of a child of a bad dif-
pofition and chara@er, Convinced, murﬁu-
lefs, of the excellenceof his method, Iendﬁ;-
voured to regulate my condudt, ‘in the govern=
ment of my family, in every refpet agreeable,
tohim. My firfk hope is, that [ fhall never

havea child uf a vicious difpofition; my ffﬁqﬁ,
that I fhall be able to educate thofe which God

has given me, under the diretion -ofthe:r faﬁhﬂ't

in fuch a manner, that they may one day have

the happinefs of pofleffing his virtues. To 1:l=:|‘1!_|l

end I have endeavoured to adopt his rules, b?&?ﬁ: '

ing them a principle lefs philofophical, and more
agreeable tomaternal affe@tion ; namely, to mak;
my children happy, This was the firft prayer

of my heart after I was a mother, and all the *

bufinefsof my life is to effetit. From the ﬁ.rﬁ
time I held my eldeft fon in my arms, 1 haw re=
fleCed that the ftate of infancy is almoft a fpupﬂ;
part of the ]nn eft life; that men f:[dpm aﬁ
l:’hrough the nther three-fourths ; and that 1}: isa
piece of cruel prudence to make that firft
uneafly, in order to fecure the happinefs of tl
reft, which may never come. I refleted, tlla:.
during the weaknefs of infancy nature haﬂ

prefled children in fo many different ways, thal;,:'
B
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it would be barbarous to add to that oppreflion
- theempire of our caprices, by depriving them
of a liberty fo very much confined, and which
cthey were fo little capable of abuﬁng I te-
 folved, therefore, to lay mine under as little
- conftraint as poflible; to leave them to the free
exertion of all their litele powers ; ‘and to fupprefs
in them none of the emotions of nature. By
thefe means I have already gained two great ad-
- vantages; the one; that of preventing their open-
; 'iﬂgﬁhﬂ&«ffom ‘kiowing any thing of falfe-
hood, vanity, anger, envy, ‘and, i a word, of
Wt!&ﬁevieus which are the confequences of
fubjeétion, and which one is obliged to have re-
courfe to, when we would have children do
mtnﬁur&dfbﬂ not téach ¢ the otheris, that
@ are mote ‘at liberty' to grow and gather
“frength, by the continual exercife which inflin@
direéts theinto, Accuftomed, like the children
of peafants, toexpofe themfelves to theheat and
_cold, they grow as hardy ; are equally capable
of bearing the inclemencics of the weather; and

WS- W W W R OB o
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"Fhis is the way to provide againt the age of
matarity, and the accidents of humanity. 1
have already told you, that Idiflike that deftruc-
tive pufillanimity, which, by dint of follicitude
and care, enervates a child, torments it by con-
ftant reftraint, confines it by a thoufand vain
precautions, and, in fhort, expofes it d'uring its
 whole life to thofe inevitable dangers it is thus

pratt&ed from but fora moment ; and thus, it
order
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ns , pleurifies ,

order to avoid catching a few colds while chil=
dren, men lay up for themfelves confumptiens,
pleurifies, and a world of other difeafes.

¢«“W hat makes children, left thus to themfelves,
acquire the ill habits you fpeak of is, that, not
contented with their own hberty, they endeavour
to command others which is owing; to theabfurd IO,
indulgence of too many fond mothers, whoare ¥ ,rcryingand com
to be pleafed only by indulging all the fantaftical ¥ cngage cvery
defires of their children, - 1 flatter myfelf, my e more offenlive
friend, that you have {feen in mine nothing like
the defire of command and authority even
over the loweft domeftick j and that you have feen
me countenance as little the falfe complaifance
and ceremony ufed to them. It is in this point
thatI think I have taken 2 new and more cer-
tain method to make my children at once free,
ealy, obliging, and tractable ; and thatona prin-
ciple the moft fimple in the world, which is, by
convincing them they are but children.

¢¢ To confider the ftate of infancy in ltfejf,
there a being in the univerfe more helplefs or
miferable; that lies more at the mercy of every
thing about it ; that has more need of pity and
protection, than an infant ? Does it not feem
that, on this account, the firft noife which na-
ture direélsit to make is that of crying and com-
plaint? Does it not feem, that nature gives it
an affe@ing and tender appearance, in orderto
engage every one who approaches it to affift
its weaknefs, and relieve its wants? What,

therefore, can be more offenfive, or contrary to
o

not contented
dulgence of too
ir children, I

' authority even
Ifance and

N hethod to make

\ ]nple in the world

11ifelrab1e ; that
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order, than to fee achild pert and imperious,
commanding every one about him, and affuming
impudently the tone of a mafter over thofe who,
fhould they abandon him, would leave him to
_perith? Or can any thing be more abfurd than
to fee parents approve fuch behaviour, and en-
- courage their children to tyrannife over their
nurfes, till they are big enough to tyrannife over
the parents themfelves ?

¢ Asto my part, I have fpared no pains topre-
vent my fon’s acquiring the dangerous idea of
command and fervitude, and have never given

duty than pity. This point is, perhaps, the
“moft difficult and important in education; nor
can I well explain it, without entering into all
thofe precautions which [ have been obliged to
take, to fupprefs in him that inftinétive knuw-
ledge, which is fo ready to diftinguifh the mer-
cenary fervice of domefticks from the tendern:f's
o f maternal follicitude.
¢ One of my principal methods has been, as
I have juft obferved, to convince him of the
- impoflibility of his fubfifting, at his age, with-
- outour afliftance. After which I had no great
difficulty to {how him, that, in receiving aflift-
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tions to them, and arein a ftate of dependence ;
and that the fervants have a real {uperiority over
him, becaufe he cannot do without them, while
~ he, on the contrary, can do them no fervice ;

_fo that, inftead of being vain of their attend-
eVoL. 111, O ance,
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that my care has been to prevent {uch vices from
being contratted atall. Women naturally love
children; and nomifunderftanding would arife
between them, except from the defire of one to
fubje&t the otherto theircaprices. Now that
cannot happen here, neitheron thepart of the
«child, of whom nothing is required, nor on that
-of the governefs, whom the child has ne no-
tion of commanding. I have in this afled di-
rectly contrary toother mothers, who in ap-
pearance would have their children obey the
domefticks, and in reality require the fervants to
obey the children: here neither of them com-
~ mand nor obey: but the child never meets with
more complaifance from any perfon than he
thows for them, Hence, perceiving that he has
no authority over the people about him, he be-
‘comes tractable and obliging ; in feeking to gain
the efteem of others, he contra&s an affe&ion
for them in turn : “this is the infallible effe&® of
felf-love; and from this reciprocal affe&ion,
‘arifing from the notion of equality, naturally
refult thofe virtues, which are conftantly preach-
~ed tochildren, withoutany effe&,

in the education of children, and which is feldom
regarded in the belt families, is to make them
Aenfible of their inability, weaknefs, and depen-

dence, and, as my hufband called it, the heavy

~ ‘on our fpecies; and that, not only in order to

Eow them how much is done to alleviate the
p—— e burthen
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burthen of that yoke, but efpecially to inftru&
them betimes in what rank Providence has -
placed them, that they may not prefume too far
above themfelves, or be ignorant of the reci-
procal duties of humanity.
* Young penpde, who from their. {:radh: have
~ been brought up in eafe and ‘effeminacy, who
have been carefled by every one, indulged in all
their caprices, and have been ufed to obtain
eafily cvery thing they defired, enter upon
the world with many impertinent prejudices ; of
which they are generally cured by frequent mor-
tifications, affronts, and chagrin. Now, I would
willingly {pare my children this fecond kind of
education, by giving them, at firft, a juft no-
tion of things. I had indeed once.refolved to
indulge my eldeft fon in every thing he wanted,
from a perfuafion that the firft impulfes of nature
muft be good and falutary , but I was not long
in difcovering, that.children, conceiving from
fuch treatment that they have aright to be
- obeyed, depart from a flate of nature almoft as
foon.as bern; contradling our vices from our
example, and their's by ourindi fcretion. I faw
that if I indulged him in all his humours, they
would only increafe by fuch indulgence; that it
was neceflary to ftop at fome point, and that
~contradiction would be the more mui‘tjfyin.g;
as hie fhould be lefs accuftomed to it: but thatit
might be lefs painful to him, 1 began to ufe lum |
to it by degrees ; and in order to prcventhls m o
:and lamentations, I made every denial lrrﬂa,.

cable,

ave been
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eable. It is true, I contradi&t him as little
as .poflible, and never without due confidera-
- tion. Whatever is given or permitted him
- is done unconditionally, and at the firft inftance;;
and in this we are indulgent enough: but he
never gets any thing by importunity, neither his
tears nor entreaties being of anyeffe&. Of this
he is now fo well convinced, that he makes no
ufe of them; he goes his way on the firft word,
and frets himfelf no more at feeing a box of
~ fweetmeats taken away from him, than at feeing
- abird fly away, which he would be glad to catch;
there appearing to him the fame impofiibility of
~ having the one as the other; and fo far from
beating the chairs and tables, that he dares not
lift his hand againft thofe who oppofe him. In
- every thing that difpleafes him, he feels the
weight of neceflity, the effect of his own weak-
nefs, but never——excufe me a moment (fays
 fhe) feeing I was going to reply ; I forefee your
ebjection, and am coming to it immediately.

¢ The great caufe of the ill-humour of chil-
dren is the care which is taken ecither to
quiet or to aggravate them. ‘They will fome-
times cry for an hour, for no other reafon in the
world than becaufe they perceive we would not
have them. So long as we take noticecf their

N o B OH.
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ing to cry; but they will foon give over of
themfelves, when they fee no notice is taken of

away his trouble, This isexaltly the cafe with
2" O 3 my
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my eldeft boy, who was once the moft w_
little bawler, ftunning the whole houfe ﬁ.lthshu
cries : whereas, now you can .hard-'l;}f hcqrmF
is a child in the houfe. *anriﬂs, .md#&'“.m
" he is in pain; but then itis thf-wamc uf_mga%
which fhould never be reftrained ; ?m‘l_ bhe is
huthed again as {oon as ever t}fw_pmnnmm
For this reafon I pay greatattention to his tﬁ:ﬁ,
25 T am certain he never fheds them for nothing:
and hence I have gained the advantage of being
certain when he is in pain and when not; whﬁn
he is well and when fick; an ad.v:mtgg;é& which
is loft with thofe who cry out of meic hu&mm)c, -
and only in order to be? appeafed. . Imﬂ con-
fels, however, that this mamgcm;nt,fs fﬁu}
be expeéted from nusfes ad guverneﬂfgsrg .lz
nothing is more tircfome than to hea;-:; c;;lJ
cry, and as thefe good womren think nn; ;%g
bLut the time prefent, they donot forcfee, that by
quieting it to-day it will cry the more to- moT-
row. But what is ftill worle, this uululggpﬂ
| produces an obftinacy, which is of more confe-
quence as the child grows up. The very caule |
that makes it a fqualler at three years of age
will make it ftubborn and refr.:t&wy_ Iatm.twtldve:,
quarrelfome at twenty, ilzl;pcﬁo_us ??d- infolent
' irtv. and infupportable all 1ts L€,
7 :‘hI ci;w new te your objeltion (added ﬁu,
{milinz.) Inevery indulgence gr;ntcd_-.t?--chﬂ-
dren, they can ealily iee ouf defire to pleafe
them, and therefore they fhould be tauﬁl;im
fuppole we have reafon for refufing or com m

>n, they can
alon for

| R
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them any thing without a fufficient :ul?on,
though they cannot always fee it.

¢ Onthefame principle itis, that Inever fuffer
my children to join in the converfation of grown

perfons, or foolifhly imagine themfelves upon

an cquality with them, becaufe they are per-
mitted to prattle. I would have them givea
fhort and modeft anfwer, when they are fpoke
to, but never to fpeak of their own head, or
afk impertinent queftions of perfons fo much

older than themfelves, to whom they r.mghfto |

fhow more refpeét.”
““ Thefe (interrupted I) are very rigid rulm,

for fo indulgent a mother as Eloifa. Pythagoras

himfelf was not moere fevere with his difciples,

You are notonly afraid to treat them like men,
but feem to be fearful left they fhould téo foen

ceafe to be children. By what means can they

acquire knowledge more r:ertam and agreeably,

than by afking queftions of thofe who know

better than themfelves? What would the .

Parifian ladies think of your maxims, whofe
children are never thought to prattle too much or
too long: they judge of their future under-

ftanding, by the nonfenfe and impertinence they

utter when ycung? ‘That may not be amifs,
Mr. Wolmar will tell me, in a country where
the merit of the peoplelies in chattering, and a
man has no bufinefs to think, if he can but

talk. Butl cannotunderftand how Eloifa, who

is fo defirous of making the lives of her chil-

dren happy, can reconcile that happinefs with

{n
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fo much reftraint; nor amidft fo much confine-
~ ment, what becomes of the liberty with which
fhe pretends to indulge them.”

¢ What (fays the with impatience) do we

to admire their puerilities! “T'o prevent the

their happinefs : for the vanity of mankind is
the fource of their greateft misfortunes, and there
is no perfon fo great or fo admired, whofe va-
nity has not given him much more pain than
pleafure¥,

Rt can & child think of himfelf, when he
fees a circle of fenfible people liftening to, ad-

nent expreflion? Such falfe applaufe is enough

to turn the head of agrown perfon; judge then
- what effect it muft have upon that of a child. It

di&ions in the Almanack. Itwouldbe ftrange,
if, amidft fuch a number of idle words, chance
did not now and then jumble fome of them
into fenfe. . Imagine the effe@ which fuch flat-
tering exclamations muft have on a fimple mo-

heart. Think not, however, that I am proof
2 agam{l' this errour, becaufe Texpofe it. Noj; 1
0 5 fee

~ his vanity, it is paft a doubt, that he was a feol.

o GO qle

reftrain their liberty, by preventing them from,
trefpaffing on our’s? And cannot they be happy, .
truely, without a whole company'’s fitting filent.

gn:wth of their vanity is a furer means to effelt.

miring, and waiting impatiently for his wit,
and breaking out in raptures at cvery imperti-
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to years of difcretion, will be lefs fluent in
fpeech, and may want that volubility of tongue,
and multiplicity of words, whichhe might other-
wife have acquired : but when we confider how
much the cuftom of pafling away life in idle
prattle impoverifhes the underftanding, this
happy {terility of words appears rather an advan-
tage than otherwife. Shall the organ of truth,
the moft worthy organ of man, the only one
whofe ufe diftinguifhes him from the brutes,
fhall this be proftituted to no better purpofes
than thofe which are anfwered as well by the
inarticulate founds of other animals? He de-
grades himfelf even below them, when he {peaks
and fays nothing ; a man fhould preferve his
d:gmty, as fuch, even in hislighteft amufements.
If it be thought polite to {tun the company with
idle prate, I think it 2 much greater inftance of
true politenefs to let others {peak before us; to
- pay a greater deference to what is faid, than to
what we {ay ourfelves; and to let them fee we
refpeét them too much, to think they can be en-
tertaincd by our nonfenfe. The good opinion
“of the world, that which makes us courted and
carefled by others, is not obtained fo much
by difplaying our own talents, as by giving
others an opportunity of difplaying their’s; and
by placing our own modefty asa foil to their.
vanity. You need not be afraid that a man of
fenfe, whois filent only from referve and dif-
cretion, fhould ever be taken for a fool. Itis
impoflible in any-country whatever that a man
' fhould
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or lefs troublefome ! * You fee them jump and
laugh, and run about all day, without incom-
moding any one. What pleafure, what inde-
pendence, is their age capable of which they do
notenjoy, or which they abufe ? Theyare under
as little reftraint in my prefence as when I am
abfent. On the contrary, they feem alwaysat
more liberty under the eye of their mother than
elfewhere; and though I am the author of all

the feverity they undergo, they find me always
more indulgent than any body elfe : for I cannot
fupport the thought of their not loving me bet-

ter than any other perfon in the world. The

only rules impofed on them in our company

are thofe of liberty itfelf, viz. they muft lay the

company under no_ greater reftraint than they

themfelves are under ; they muft not cry louder

than we talk; and as they are not obliged to
concern themielves with us, they are not to ex-

peft our notice. Now, if ever they trefpafs
againft fuch equitable rules as thefe, all their
punifhment is, te be immediately fent away;
and I make this a punithment, by contriving to

render every other place difagreeable to them..
Setting this reftriction afide, they are, in aman-
ner, quite unreftrained; we ncver oblige them to |
learn any thing ; never tire them with fruitlefs

corrections; never reprimand them for trifles;
the only leflons which are given them being thofe
of practice.  Every perfon in the houfe having
my directions, is fo difcreet and careful in this

bufinels, that they leave me nething to with for;
; , and,
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E L O 16§ A 303, ying . Fanny faid
b ; ¥ . nufement , lhe in
and, if any defe& fhould arife, my own affi- You took 1 jult
duity would eafily repair it. 2 Amnotl
¢ Yefterday, for example, the eldeft boy having ivzsel:lg:v:cl:lg;
taken adrum from his brother, fet hima crying. itted to the hard
Fanny faid nothing to him, at the time; but sw their own
about an hour after, when fhe faw him.in the
height of his amufement; fhe in her turn took it + anation , however
from him, which fet him a erying alfo. ¢ What, ture is the beit

was to neg lect

{fa'}d ﬂ'lc) do you cry for? Youtookit }“& now growing into
by force from your brother, and now I take it
from you ; what have you to complainof? Am
not I ftronger than you?” She then began to beat
the drum, as if fhe took pleafureinit. So far
~ all went well till fome time after the was going
to give the drum to the younger, but I pre-
vented her, as this was not aéting naturally, and
might create envy between the brothers. In
lofing the drum, the youngeft fubmitted to the
hard law of neceflity ; the elder, in having it ta-
ken from him, was fenfible of injuftice: both
knew their own weaknefs, and were ina mo-
ment reconciled.”

A .plan fonew, and fo contrary to received
opinions, at firft furprifed me. By dint of ex- "
planation, however, they at length reprefented it
in fo admirable a light, that I was made fen-
fible the path of nature is the beft.. The only
inconvenience which I find in this method, and
which appeared to me very great, was to neg-
le@ the only faculty which children poffefs in
perfe&ion, and which is only debilitated by their

s growing into years., Methinks, accardingh to
' teir
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- repeat verfes he does not underftand, and whofe

harmony all lies at the end of his fingers; or

- be perplexed to death with circles and triangles,

of which he has no idea; or why burthened

with an infinity of names of town and rivers,
which he conftantly miftakes, and learns a-new

every day? Is this to cultivate the memory to
the improvement of the underftanding, or isall
fuch frivelous acquifition worth one of thofe
many tears it cofts him? Were all this, how-

-ever, merely ufelefs, I thould not fo much com-

plain of it ; but is it not pernicious to accuftom
a child to be fatisfied with mere words? Muft
not fucha heap of crude and indigefted terms
and notions be injurious to the formation of
thofe primary ideas with which the human un-
derftanding ought firft to be furnithed? And
would it notbe better to have no memory at all,
than to have it ftuffed with fuch a heap of literary
lumber, to the exclufion of neceflary know-
ledge? (i

“¢If nature has given to the brain of children that
foftnefs of texture, which renders it proper to
receive every impreffion, it is not proper for us to
imprint the names of {overeigns, dates, terms of
art, and other infignificant words of no meaning
to them while young, norof any ufe to them
as they grow old : ‘but it is our duty to trace

out betimes all thofe ideas which are relative to

the ftate and condition of humanity, thofe which
relate to their duty and happinefs, that they may
ferve to conduct them through life in a manner

agrecable
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: charge with [o

1 able to read the

s zeal and

carns to read , he
application to it
words ; for which

was at his command, and every one had his in-
ftructions, he was frequently refufed. One
would give him a flat denial, another had fome-
thing elfe to do, a third muttered it out very
low and badly, and a fourth would leave it in
the middle, juft as I had done before. When we
faw him heartily wearied out with fo much de-
pendence, fomebody intimated to him to learn
to read himfelf, and then he need not afk any
body, but might turn it over at pleafure. He
was greatly delighted with the f{cheme, but
where fhould he find any one obliging enough
to inftru&t him? This was a new difficulty,
which we took care, however, not to make too
great, In {pite of this precaution he was tired
out three or four times; but of this I took no
other notice, than to endeavour to make my
little hiftories the more amufing, which brought
him again to the charge with fo much ardour,
that though it is not fix months fince he began to -
learn, he will be very foen able to read the
whole calle-ftlon, without any affiftance.

€¢ Itis in this manner I endeavour to excite his
zeal and inclination to attain fuch knowledge |
as requires application and patience ; but though
he learns toread, he gets no fuch knowledge from
books, for there is no fuch in the books he reads,
nor is the application to it proper for children.
I am defirous alfo of furnifhing their heads with

| ideas, and not with words ; for which reafonl
%.ncv:r fet them to get any thing by heart.”—
s .

-3 j ¢¢ Never!

o
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R LT O 8 A : 309 ing them to learn .

<« N ! (faid 1. i ti h that i 'n their catechifm

' ever! (faid I, interrupting her) at is ite furprifed ) fo
faying a great deal. Surely you have taught it? " " The

him his prayers and his catechifm !”—¢¢ There :mbe Chri ftians .

you are miftaken (repliedfhe). Asto thearticle flot‘ilsdlﬁgsfgﬁr:

of prayers, I fay mine every morning and even- olmar , fmiling :

ing aloud -in the nurfery, which is fufficient to ly) . Ibelieve all

teach them, without obliging them to learn. As a made me a fign
ing herf(elf on

to their catechifm, they know not what it is,”"—
4%¢ What ! Eloifa! your children never learn
their catechifm!”—*¢¢ No, my friend, my chil-
dren do not learn their catechifm.”—=¢¢ Indeed !
(faid I, quite furprifed) fo pious a mother |—
I really do net comprehend you. Pray what is
the reafon they do not learn it {”’—¢¢ The reafon
is (faid fhe) that I would have them fome time
or other believe it : I would have them be Chri-
ftians.”’—¢¢ 1 underftand you (faid I;) you
would not have their faith confift in mere words ;
you would have them believe, as well as know,
the articles of their religion; and you judge
very prudently, that it is impoffible for 2 manto
believe what he does not underftand.”—*¢ You
are very difficult (faid Mr. Wolmar, f{miling;)
pray, were you a chriftian by chancei”—¢ [
endeavour to be one (anfwered I, refolutely).
1 believe all that I underftand of the Chriftian
religion, and refpect the reft, without rejeéting
it.””  Eloifa made me a fign of approbation,
and we refumed the former fubje& of converfu-
tion ;7 when, after explaining herfelf on feveral

e concluded

Lo . e T L - T - - T - B
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other fubjects, and convincing me of her altive ‘
and indefatigable maternal zeal, fhe concluded
by
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by obferving that her method m&lymﬂuueil‘
the two objeéts the propofed, namely, the per-
mitting the natural difpefition and charatter of
her children to difcover themfelves, and em-
powering herfelf to ftudy and examine it. -L
¢ My children (continued fhe) lie under no
manner of reftraint, and yet cannot abufe their
liberty, Their difpofitien can neither be de-
praved nor perverted; their bodies are left to.
grow, and their judgements to ripen ateafe and
lefure : {ubjection debafes not their minds,
nor does flattery excite their felf-love; &ey
‘think themfelves ncither powerful men nor en-
flaved animals, but children, happjr and free.
To guard them from vices not in their nature,
they have, in my opinion, a better prefervative *
‘than le€tures, which they would not underftand,
or of which they would foon be tired. This
confifts in the good behaviour of thofe about
them ; in the good converfation they hear, which
is fo natural to them all, that they ftand in no
need of inftruction; it confiftsin the peace and
unity of which they are witnefles; in the har-
mony which is conftantly obferved, and in the
conduct and converfation of every one around -
them. Nurfed hitherto in natural fimplicity,
whence thould they derive thofe vices, of which
they have never feen the example?. Whence -
thofe paflions they have no opportunity to feel,
thofe prejudices which nothing they obferve can
amprefs!  You fee they betray no bad inclina-
tion; they have adopted no erroncous notions.
. Their

¥ : .

N iberty . Their

¥ udgements to
1f - love ; they
- To guard them
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. every one who approaches you is, in a manner,
compelled to refemble you? Q ye mothers of
families! when you complain that your views,
your endeavours, are not feconded, how little do
~you knngéyuur own power! Be but what you
~ought, and you will furmount all obftacles 5 you
will oblige every one about vou to difcharge their
duty, if you but difcharge your’s, Are not your
rights thole of nature? In fpite of the maxims
or practice of vice, thefe will be always re
fpecled by the human heart. Do you but afpire
to be women and mothers, and the moft gentle
empire on earth will be alfo the moft refpectable.
In the clofe of our converfation Eloifa re=-
marked that her tafk was become much eafier
fince the arrival of Harriet, ¢ It is certain
(faid fhe) I fhould have had lefs trouble if I

- would have excited a fpirit of emulation be.
- tween the brothers.  But this flep appeared to
me too dangerous; I chofe, therefore, rather

different fex, their elder, fondly beloved by
- both, and very fenfible for her age, I make
a kind of governefs of her, and with the more
| ji:uc:;:efs, as her leffons are lefs fufpeded to be
uch. '

““ Asto herfelf, her education falls under my
care; but the principles on which I proceed are
' fi_:r different, 2s to deferve a particular explana-
tion. Thus much at leaft I can fay of her
already, that it will be dificult to improve on

Vor, 111, p the
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