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PREFACE.

[m>==1HE only excufe I can offer for the extent
[@;@ and bulk of the prefent book is, that it is
not a reproduction, under altered forms, of
materials already acceffible in exifting books,
but is an entirely new contribution to the knowledge of
the period I treat of, and to the means of judging cor-
rectly its acors and events.

If any one had told me when I began, now very
many years ago, the ftudy of the popular movement
againft the Stuart princes in the feventeenth century,
that there exifted in the archives of one Englifh family
the ftill inedited papers of the moft eloquent leader of
the firft three parliaments of Charles the Firft; that
among thefe papers, numbering between two and three
hundred original letters, lay the familiar correfpondence
of Sir John Eliot with fuch men as Hampden, Selden,
Bevil Grenvile, Richard Knightley, Sir Oliver Luke,
Sir Robert Cotton, Edward Kyrton, Sir William Armyne,
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Sir Dudley Digges, Sir Henry Marten, Benjamin Val-
entine, Lords Warwick and Lincoln, Bifhop Hall, and
many others; that they contained an elaborate Memoir,
written by Elwt, with innumerable abftraéts of fpeeches
not elfewhere reported, of the firft and leaft known (but
by no means leaft memorable) parliament of Charles’s
reign, as well as careful and ample notes, taken by Eliot
in the houfe of commons, of the principal incidents of
the fecond parliament; that they contributed to the
illuftration of the momentous matters debated then and
in Charles’s third parliament, as well as in the laft of
James, no lefs than twenty important {peeches a&ually
fpoken by Eliot himfelf and not reported in any of the
hiftories, together with revifed and much amended copies
of the only three great fpeeches forming all that were
before believed to have furvived of this mafter of elo-
quence; and that finally they included, with other inter-
efting fragments found after Eliot’s death in his prifon,
touching perfonal appeals in vindication of the courfe
taken by him, intended for a later time, and notes for a
fpeech againft the violation of the public liberties by his
imprifonment, which he propofed to have {poken in the
parliament that did not meet until he had been eight
years in his grave; if, I fay, it had been ftated to me
that fuch manufcript treafures as thefe were lying in the
old family manfion ftill occupied by the defcendants of
Sir John Eliot, I fhould hardly have dared to think
credible what I too eagerly fhould have defired to
believe. But everything thus briefly defcribed, and
much more, the reader will find in the volumes before
him.

The Earl of St. Germans entrufted to my unreferved
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ufe, two years ago, the whole of thefe pricelefs family
papers; and I can only hope that this book, which owes
its exiftence to the confidence fo placed in me, may
be found to juftify it. For thus alone is it poflible that
proper acknowledgment may be made for a fervice to
which any mere expreflion of thanks would be altogether
inadequate.

It is right I fhould add that the fame defire to fee
juftice done to his great anceftor induced Lord St.
Germans feveral years ago, when he was yet Lord Eliot,
tofubmit portions of thefe papers (comprifing letters only)
to Mr. D’Ifraeli, then engaged in his Commentaries on
the Life of Charles the Farft ; and that this led to the
publication, at that time, of what was termed * the Eliot
¢ correfpondence.” It confifted of feven entire letters and
five fragments of letters by Eliot; of eight written by
Hampden ; of a fhort letter by Holles; and of a por-
tion of one by Scawen ; all, with exception of Hamp-
den’s, printed fo incorrectly, and with fuch extraor-
dinary omiffions, as to be in reality of little worth.
Thefe matters find notice, with due corre&ion, in their
proper place in the biography; and are only mentioned
here becaufe of the ftatement put forth at the time by
Mr. D'Ifraeli, to explain his having limited himfelf to the
fele@ion of lefs than twenty letters out of a volume con-
taining more than a hundred and fifty.

He fpeaks of the labour which the examination of that
book of manufcripts had coft him, as the toil of many a.
weary morning, dimming his eyes with “all fuch wrsting
« as was never read.” The letters of Hampden only he
found to be legible; and it delighted him to think
that by his hand his country would poffefs memorials
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of Eliot and of his friend, of which no other remains
were known to exift. But great /kould be the glory, he
told his readers, for the firife had been hard. ¢ The
¢ autographs of Sir John long proved too hard for my
¢ deciphering. Days, weeks, and months pafled, and
“ I was ftill painfully conning the redundant flourithes
““ and the tortuous alphabet of Sir John, till the volume
‘¢ was often clofed in the agony of baffled patience. I
“ renewed my apologies for detaining a volume pre-
“ cious in the domeftic archives of St. Germans. The
“ unlimited indulgence relieved my wearifome repug-
“ nance; and zealous to obtain fome infight into the
¢ feelings and the thoughts of two illuftrious chara@ers
¢ in our hiftory, I pafled through my martyrdom” (Ekot,
Hampden, and Pym, 1832, p. 9).

From this the reader of the prefent volumes may pro-
bably infer that the martyrdom of their writer has been
fomewhat more fevere, when I inform him that they in-
clude, either textually or in fubftance, the entire contents
of that book of manufcripts of which the very imper-
fect maftery of lefs than a tenth part {o feverely taxed
the patience and fight of an experienced hiftorical en-
quirer; that, in aid of their fubje®, the contents of
feven other volumes of equal bulk have been deciphered,
fifted, and ufed ; and, finally, that from three additional
packets of detached papers, the majority in rough draft
too often almoft illegible, fome in pencil nearly faded,
and all apparently untouched fince Sir John Eliot’s
death, fome of the moft important difcoveries in this
biography have been made.

Such are my obligations, for which it would indeed
be difficult to find fitting language of acknowledgment,
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to the Earl of St. Germans ; who alfo entrufted to me,
for the purpofe of being engraved, two original paintings
of his anceftor at Port Eliot, one of them of furpaffing
intereft.

The ftate papers, and fome manufcript colle¢tions of
my own, have furnithed to this work the reft of its
materials. From the Record Office I have been able to
illuftrate, by a very large number of letters till now
unpublithed, the early connection of Eliot with ftate
employments; the attempts, after his conduét in the
fecond parliament, to deprive him of his vice-admiralty,
and, by means of hired agents of the King and the Duke
of Buckingham, to effe¢t the ruin of his fortunes; and
the proceedings againft him in the courts, after the dif-
folution of the third parliament. In -all the inftances
where I have reforted to thefe invaluable documents of
the period, rendered lately fo acceflible by the perfect
arrangements of the Mafter of the Rolls and the ad-
mirable calendars of Mr. Bruce, every quotation has
been taken from the originals.

A more careful and minute examination of the con-
temporary and other printed records having been ren-
dered neceflary by the new illuftrations thus obtained,
this biography of Eliot will probably be found to pre-
fent a pi&ure of the opening of the ftruggle againft
the government of Charles the Firft, in many refpets
more detailed and accurate than has yet been afforded.
Not merely was its later intereft fo abforbing, and the
iffues involved fo momentous, but its actors claimed
neceffarily {o large a fpace from the hiftorians, that they
had fome excufe for lefs carefully attending to thofe
earlier leaders of the conflict who were its firft infpiring
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minds. A ftronger circumftance in proof of this could
hardly be named, than that no biography of Eliot exifted
in any form until I publithed a fketch of him in my
Statefmen of the Commonwealth in 1834. Yet no one
will ever fully underftand what the rifing againft the
Stuarts meant who is not thoroughly acquainted with
its beginning ; with the loyalty to the throne that then
accompanied the refolve of its heroes to maintain the
popular liberties; and with the reverent regard for law
and precedent by which all its opening movements were
fo implicitly guided as to have left upon it to the very
laft a deep and ineffaceable imprefs. For thefe reafons
it {feemed efpecially defirable that a more exaét account
than elfewhere exifts of what preceded and attended the
enactment of the Petition of Right fhould be here fup-
plied. It was neceffary to the proper comprehenfion, as
well of the new illuftrations of that great third parlia-
ment afforded by the Port Eliot manufcripts, as of the
memoir and notes on the parliaments preceding it in
which the patriot himfelf plays the part of hiftorian.
For the perfonal charateriftics of Sir John Eliot efta-
blifhed by the papers thus given to the world, the bio-
graphy will fpeak fufficiently. Few public men have
fuffered more from evil party fpeaking. The indignity
the king would have offered to his body after death,
royalift writers perfifted in fixing on his memory. But
the veneration and affection of his countrymen may
be given now to an unfullied name. Few chara&ers
could have ftood the teft of the fudden maffes of light
here poured upon his; yet no blot appears, and no
brightnefs fades. Under a preflure which even old
friends and aflociates joined to make it painful to refift,
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he kept to the clofe his faith and conftancy ; he calmly
underwent his martyrdom ; the laft utterances that
efcaped from his prifon were the expreflion of his belief
that upon the abandonment or maintenance of the pri-
vileges of her parliaments would turn the future mifery
or glory of England ; and he deferved, if ever man did,
that her conftitutional ftorian fhould have fingled him
out and fet him apart, as THE MOST ILLUSTRIOUS CON-
FESSOR IN THE CAUSE OF LIBERTY WHOM THAT TIME

PRODUCED.

J. F.

Pavace GaTe House, Hype ParRk GATE, W,
30tk January, 1864.
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5 4 after refle@ion mfert &c and omit lines §, 6, 7 already in
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34 16 Sfor fecure read feafon
15 8 from bottom for Brookefly read Brookiby
20 4 of note after referred to add ¢ For refolution of the doubt here
¢ exprefsed, fee Vol 1I p 722
40 16, 17 read ¢ the marquis, retaining the place of mafter of the
¢ horfe, had become lord high admural
73 13 Jfor command read committ
16 Marten has appended this marginal note ¢ S John Elliott
¢ thewed Nutt yt pardon aboute the 4, 5, or 6% of
¢ }une »
82-6 For {olution of queftions raifed as to Conway’s fhare in

Elot’s releafe, and the exaé date of it, fee Vol. Ii
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92 17 Jfor Its fubfidies read ¢¢ The two f{ubfidies 1t had voted *
116 8 from bottom for Mead read Mede
119 13 from bottom for Mead read Mede
I This doubt 1s folved, Vol II p 106, mote
128 5 from bottom jfor afterwards the Sir Richard read “fon of the Sir
¢ Richard,” and add note ¢ See p. 263
131 7 of note Jor 1850 read 1851
149 3 of note dele 1848

149 laft for volume read volumes

156 1 Jor Mr read Sir John

164 14 mfert note, From the MSS at Port Eliot.

172 laft but two fert note, From the MSS at Port Eliot.

173 2 Jor note read remark

191 laft add to note, “ By an entry 1n _the Privy Council Regifter, 1t

“would feem that’ the Counal 1eplied on the x4th of
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308 18 after but mfert on the other hand

325 2 of note Jfor lord marthal read lord chamberlain

337 9 Jfor w read woR

345 2 Laud was not yet archbihop ~ See Vol II p 361
365 9 for were read was

381 11 dele afterifk and infert 1t after late, line 23

392 8 Jfor them read 1t

400 5 from bottom for as Eliot as read “as Eliot has™

402 8 from bottom The Maynard named was not “Serjeant,” but Sir John
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442 13 dele thus
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478 24 To explain May’s return, as ftated, ‘‘again for Leicefter,”
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484 7 Jfor own filled their read filled their own
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them in his ¢ Worthies;”” and Fuller has identified as

one of his anceftors, the Walter Eliot named in the
theriff’s return of the gentry of the county of Devon
in 1433,*during the reign of Henry VI. Browne Willis,
who married a lineal defcendant (the great granddaughter)
of the patriot, fates that this Walter Eliot allied himfelf

* Anthony Wood, 4th Oxon. i1, 478, cd Blifs.
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2 L. Ancefpry and Youthful Days. 3001; L
to the family of Sir Richard Eliot, appointed a juftice of
the king’s bench by Henry VIII, but more worthy of
notice as the father of Sir Thomas Eliot, one of the earlieft
of our vernacular writers.* The firft of the Eliots who
fettled in Cornwall appears to have been the great-
uncle of Sir John, who obtained from the family of
Champernowne the priory of St. Germans and 1ts lands,
in exchange for property at Cutlands, near Afhburton.t
To this eftate was then given the name of Port Eliot,
which it bears to this day. Its pofleflions have defcended
with the name, and form a confiderable portion of the
property of the lineal defcendant and prefent reprefen-
tative of the Eliots, the Earl of St. Germans.}

The old priory would feem to have been a rough
wild fcene, when the famuly feat {prang up amid its de-
ferted courts and gardens, and took, from the river on
which 1t ftood near the ancient town of St. Germans,
the name of Port Eliot. The fmall ftraggling place,
little more in thofe days than a poor village of fifhermen,
built irregularly on an uneven rock, and deriving its
fcanty trade from the Tamar river, emptyimng itfelf into
Plymouth, muft have feen with fome furpnfe the grand
new houfe take the place of the old dwelling of the

% Browne Willis's Notitia Parhamentarsa, i1, 142, ed 1716

+ “Ido not know,” fays the accomplithed living defcendant of the patriot
(wuting when he was yet Loid Elot), “the exaét year in which this
< change took place, but John Eliot died at the priory of St Germans,
“having given 1t the name of Port Elot, m 1565 An account of that
¢ tranfattion 1s to be found i Carew’s Surwey of Cornawall, pubhifhed about
“1580  Chalmers, in his Bugraphical Difronary, fpeaks of the family of
¢ Elot of Port Eliot, and thofe of Heathfield and Minto, as defcended
“from a Sir W. Alwot, who came over with William the Conqueror;
‘¢ but this account 15 merely traditional, and cannot be borne out by
“proof. The heralds’ vifitation of Cornwall, made m 1602, and pre-
¢ ferved in the heralds’ college, gives the armorial bearings of the family;
‘¢ the fhield containing twelve quartermﬁs , @ proof, at a time when preten-
¢ fions to heraldic honours were mimutely {crutmifed, that the ongimn of the
¢¢ family could not have been very recent.”

1 In Notit:ia Parhamentaria (at the notice of the borough of St. Ger-
mans, 140-153 of the fecond volume), a defeription will be found of Port
Eliot. See alfo Carew’s Surwey of Cornwall, ed. 1811, pp. 257-61.
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monks, almoft fronting Lynher creek, from whose over-
flows a pier, ftrongly built againft the banks of that
river, protected the manfion.

At Port Eliot, furrounded by much that would
encourage a tafte for rough adventure, and hopes con-
ne@ed with the fea, John Eliot was born, on the 20th of
Aprl 1590.* His youth had few of the reftraints
that ihou?d have been applied to a temper impetuous
and ardent. His father was a man of eafy habits, kept
hofpitable houfe with no very nice regard to felectnefs
in his vifitors, and exerted {mall control at any time
over the proceedings of his fon. To this is to be attri-
buted an incident of which ungenerous advantage has
been taken by Eliot’s political enemies.

Archdeacon Echard, a writer known to be prejudiced
and inaccurate, gave the firft public account of it.
After ftating (moft unwarrantably as we have feen),
that Eliot was of a “new family,” the archdeacon
proceeds : “Within his own parith there lived one
“Mr. John Moyle, a gentleman of very good note and
¢ character in his country, who, together with his fon,
¢ had the honour to ferve in parliament. Whether out
“of rivalfhup or otherwife, Mr. Eliot, having, upon
“a very {light occafion, entertained a bitter grudge
« agamnft the other, went to his houfe under the fhow
“of a friendly vifit, and there treacheroufly ftabbed him,
¢ while he was turning on one fide to take a glafs of wine
“to drink to him,” He ftates further: “Mr. Moyle
“outlived this bafe attempt about forty years, who, with
“fome others of his family, often told the particulars
“to his grandfon, Dr. Prideaux, and other relations, from
“whom I had this particular account.”t Whether the

* Browne Willis Anthony Wood fixes it incorre&tly at 1592.

T Echard’s Hiffory, 424 folio, ed. 1720. Is thus t{e “ contemporary
writer ” to whom Mr D’Ifraeli alludes i iv 508 of his Commentaries?
Ican find no other How eagerly fuch a charge would have been feized
by the opponents of Eliot among his contemporaries, had a 1eafonable foun-

B2
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account was received from gofliping relations, or the
refpetable dean, is here left doubtful ; but a writer with
ftrong royalift leanings has fathered it on the dean, and
has infifted, with very obftinate vehemence, on the prob-
able truth of the ftatement.* How fuccefsfully, will be
feen.

So far as there is truth in the incident, it occurred in
Eliot’s extreme youth. That he fhould at that time
have expofed himfelf to the charge of being ¢ wilful,”
was a natural confequence of his father’s indulgences ;
and Mr. Moyle, who lived at Bake,t a diftri¢t of St. Ger-
mans patith clofe to Port Eliot, took upon himfelf to
warn the elder Eliot that fuch was the charaéter and dif-
pofition of his fon. The courfe of the quarrel that
enfued, as defcribed by Mr. Moyle’s daughter, a witnefs
not likely to be partial to Eliot, is given in a letter
written by a defcendant of one of the old Cornith
families.} Her ftatement is to the effe¢t that Mr. Moyle,

dation exifted for it, is obvious. It muight have ferved as the tithe of an
apology for the malignant oppofition to him by royahfts of the weft, or
for his harfh treatment by the king  Nowhere, however, m parliament o1
elfewhere, not even 1 the letters to be hereafter duly commemorated, of
Sir James Bagg, does a trace of 1t appear

* Mr, T™’Ifraeli  See his Commentaries, i1. 270; iv. 5§13, and his
pamphlet in anfwer to Lord Nugent, p 3.

+ Notitia Parliamentaria, it 147 =~ Browne Willss, the intimate friend
of the Moyles, makes no allufion to this mncident as remembered harfhly
by that famuly , he corroborates, indeed, n all refpeéts the account of Mr
Tonkn fhortly to be quoted , and both are explammed by the teftimony, in
the text, of the daughter of the pretended ¢ viétim ™

I This letter has been referred to by Mifs Aikin, the hiftorical wrter,
as 1f 1t were m her poffeflion ; but 1t had already been quoted, at length, n
the edition of Carew's Surwey publithed by Lord de Dunftanwille in 1811
(p. 261), and 1t was unpardonable in writers, to whom this publifhed
evidence was {o eafily acceffible, to repeat and exaggerate the grofs accufation
which at once it explains and repels The letter was writtenm 1767, and
is fubfcuibed by Mr Trehawke, a gentleman of old Cormth family
¢ The fact,” he wrote, “asrelated tome by Mr Moyle’s own daughter, ftood
“thus  Sir John Eliot, when young, had been extravagant m his expenfes,
¢ fo that M1 Moyle thought 1t friendly to acquant hus father with his fon’s
¢¢ conduct, and this being reprefented to the young gentleman with fome ex-
¢ aggerating circumitances, he hathly went to Mi. Moyle’s houfe (two males
¢ from his own). What words paft I know not, but Sir John drew his
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having acquainted Mr. Eliot with fome extravagances in
his fon’s expenfes, and this being reported with aggra-
vating circumftances, young Eliot went haftily to Moyle’s
houfe and remonftrated. What words pafled, and
whether any further provocation, is unknown; but
Eliot drew his fword, and wounded Mr. Moyle in
the fide. “On refletion,” continues this lady, ¢he
“foon detefted the fa&; and from thenceforwa{'d
““became as remarkable for his private deportment, in
“every view of it, as his public condu&t. Mr. Moyle
““was fo entirely reconciled to him, that no perfon, in
“his time, held him 1n higher efteem.”

That the incident occurred before Eliot’s manhood, one
or two dates will fhow. I find, from documents of the
time, that his father died in 1609,* and was buried in
the church of St. Germans on the 24th of June i that
year. Anthony Wood, an authority on fuch a point
(though hardly on others), tells us that young Eliot
entered college in 1607, and continued there three years.t
At the time of the quarrel with Moyle, therefore, he
could not have been more than feventeen; or, even
affuming that it occurred in a college vacation of his
firft year, eighteen years old. A curious document of
which a copy has been found among the papers at Port
Eliot, and the original of which was known in the laft
century to all who fill vifited at the old manfion of the
Moyles at Bake,} « An Apologie ” addreffed to Moyle

¢ {word and made a thruft at Mr Moyle; but 1t being agamft his ribs, the
“hurt was fight However that being more than Sir John knew, and
“ there bem%; no tume for talking after what was done, Sir John fled. On
“1efle€tion he foon detefted the fa&, and from thenceforward became as
“ remarkable for his Frxvate deportment 1n every view of it as his public
¢ conduct.  Mr. Moyle was fo entuely reconciled to him that no perfon of
“ hus time held hum m higher efteem ™

* Wills exhumed this and other fadts concerning the pedigree of the
Eliots from the parith regifters of St. Gexmans. Not. Pard, 1, 144.

1T Ath, Oxon 1 478

1 Lord de Dunftanville’s edition of Careaw’s Surwey of Cornawall (pub-
Iifbed in 1811) contams this note by Mr, Tonkin, appended to the men-
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by young Eliot for the “greate injurie” he had done him,
and witneffed by names diftinguithed afterwards in par-
liament and hiftory, among them William Coryton and
the chivalrous Bevil Grenvile, offers further proof in
the fame direction. Its language is that of a young
and generous {pirit, anxious to repair unpremeditated
wrong, and eager with atonement. <Mr. Moyle,”
it runs, “I doe acknowledge I have done you a
¢ greate injury, which I wifh I had never done, and
“doe defire you to remit it; and I defire that all
¢ unkindnefle may be forgiven and forgotten betwixt
¢ us, and henceforward I fhall defire and deferve your
¢ love in all friendly offices, as I hope you will mine.”

That this apology was honeftly redeemed, and that the
writer not only defired but obtained the love of the man
whom haftily he had injured, we are alfo fortunately not
without proof. Among the papers at Port Eliot already
referred to, exift two letters written during Eliot’s laft
imprifonment to Mr. Moyle, granting him {folicited
favours. Itis an old and fhrewd experience that few
men are capable of making compenfation to thofe they
have injured, or even of ceafing to follow them with
refentment.

Forgvenefs to the injured doth belong .
They never pardon who have done the wrong *

tion of Eliot * Mr. Echard in his Hyfory of England has left a fevere
“ refle€tion on this kmght’s charaéter for ftabbing Mr Moyle, of Bake,
¢ which I with I could clear hum of , but #4e matter of fal? 1s too true, and
I have myfelf feen his fubmuffion to Mr Moyle under his own hand at-
“ tefted by fome of the prmeipal gentlemen of the county, and the original
“¢1s now to be feen at Bake, 1 the prefent Mr, Moyle’s cuftody. All that
“ can be faid m his excufe 1s that Mr. Moyle had lghly injured hum , and
“ the late Walter Moyle Efg. wonld often fay that ks anceflor did mn fome
““ meafure deferve 1t, for his ill reprefentations of him (Sir John) to his
‘¢ father, and there has ever fince been a good underftanding and friendthip
‘¢ between the families,””  From which it would feem that the “ matter of
“ fa&,” of which Mr Tonkin appears fo anxious to clear Eliot, had never,
to thofe really acquamted with the fafls, affumed anything of the cha-
rafter which the maligmty of political partisanthip, i later days, has vamly
fought to faften upon 1t

#* Dryden (Cong of Granada). Mr. D’Ifraeh has faid, i hus fourth volume,
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But Eliot’s was one of thefe rare exceptional natures.
He feems ever to have held himfelf the willing debtor of
the man he had fo unwillingly offended. I am forrie,”
he fays in one of his letters,* after granting Moyle what
he had afked, ¢ this returne is not better to the occafion
« you have givenme. It may ferve for an expreffion of
“ my power, though my affection be beyond 1t. I cann
¢« command corruption out of noe man, but in myne own
< hart have a cleere will to ferve you, and fhall faithfullie
« remaine your true friend.” In the other, written fome
months after,t in anfwer to an interceflion by Moyle for
an offending tenant of Sir John’s, the following paffage
occurs: “In anfweare to your love, I will geve order
“ to my fervante Hill, at his returne into the countrie,
¢ to repaie him the money that’s receav’d; and foe to
¢ leave him to his old intereft for the tenemente. In which
¢ he muft acknowledge your curtefie and favor, for
 whofe fatisfaction it 1s done by your moft affectionate
« freind.”

Let me remark further, that this incident of Eliot’s
opening manhood is in no refpect to be judged by the

P- 513 (mn reference to the ¢ apologie™), ¢ I perfeftly agree that this
¢ extraordmnary apology was not written by a man who had ftabbed his
¢ companion 1n the back, #nor can I imagine, that after fuck a revolting
“ncident, any approximation at a renewal of intercourfe would have been
“ pofible He then piroceeds, with amufing pertinacity, to fhift the grounds
of the charge  His argument, however, on his own admuffion, 1s exploded
by the letters to Mt Moyle cited i my text. No perverfity, however
foolith or recklefs, can agam revive it I cannot leave the fubje of this
firft of the calumnies reiterated by Mr. D 'Ifraeli, without exprefling my
regret that political prejudice and pieconceived notions of charaéter, more
marked becaufe of the whimfical profeffions of philofophical mmpartiality
that accompany them, fhould fo bewilder an ingenious mmd Mi D’Ifiaeli,
though 1n all cafes too fond of fuggefting events from rumours, and given up
to romantic, fanciful, fuperfubtle theorizing, which he fupports by quotations
and authorities too often the reverfe of accurate, 15 an attraive wister, and
has rendered fervices to hiftory; and, notwithftanding his various mufftate-
ments refpefting Eliot, has never ferupled to pay willing tribute to the
greatnefs of hus mtelleét.
* 22nd Apnl 1630, MSS at Port Eliot.
+ 7th December 1630. MSS. at Port Elot,
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rules now applied to matters of the kind. Swords then
flathed out as arbiters of every quarrel ; and no fmall
part of the new fovereign’s leifure, fince he left Scotland,
had been pafled in vain attempts to cool the fiery youn
Englith blood that perfifted {o to affert and avenge itfelf.
Beati Pacifici was ever on king James’s lips ; but no fuch
happinefs was his. Continually to talk about peace is not
the neareft way to it. In the very fame year when Mr.
Moyle appears to have gone on the gofliping errand that
ftirred Eliot’s hot young temper, there had fallen out the
famous quarrel between Sir Thomas Dutton and Sir
Hatton Cheke, which, forbidden by the king to proceed
further in England, came to a bloody clofe on the fands
at Calais. Only a couple of years later, occurred the
fatal encounter on Antwerp meadows, driven thereto by
like prohibition, between Sackwville Buckhurft and Lord
Bruce of Kinlofs. In rapid fucceflion had followed
fimilar paflionate meetings of Lords Chandos and Hay,
of Lords Warwick and Cavendith, of Lords Rutland
and Danvers, of Lords Effex and Henry Holland, of
Sir Lewis Trefham and Sir John Herbert ; and not even
the lateft difplay of determined difapproval by James,
which had brought to the very foot of the gallows
young Mr. Ayliffe of Wilts for flaying the coufin of the
Countefs of Bedford, availed to fupprefs or check thofe
blazings forth of temper which will always more or lefs
be rife in an age of vehemence and downright earneft-
nefs, and in which the incident of Eliot’s youth fo
largely fhares.

Taken in conneétion with the circumftances thus de-
feribed, it afflumes a relation of fome importance to
his later Ife. It ftands as the marking line between
his youth and manhood. From the turbulence of
his boyhood, and the ftruggle of its uncurbed paffions,
we fee him ftartled into felf-control. His pri-
vate deportment ever after, fays Mr. Moyle’s daugh-
ter, was as remarkable as his public conduét. She
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fpoke of what the world, then, had feen and acknow-
ledged. Only for the general good, and againft the
wrongful oppreflor ; for kindnefs alone, and bufy pur-
pofes and affections to thofe around him ; the 1rrepreﬁ}ble
ardour of his temper remained. To the laﬁ: right
“end ™ he ftood, “a perfe& patriot and a noble friend : ”
and {o, if he has found a fitting biographer, he muft be
prefented here.

II. Earry Tastes, UNIVERSITY, AND TRAVEL.

Immediately after the quarrel with Moyle, young
Eliot left his home for the univerfity of Oxford ; either
as a frethman, or to refume ftudies already begun.
Anthony Wood flates that he “became a gentleman-
““commoner of Exeter college, in Michaelmas term
“anno 1607, aged 15.”* The fame authority tells
us that he left the univerfity, without a degree, after
remaining about three years; but that the three years
were not mif-fpent, he afterwards fhowed. From
nature he had a fervid imagination; and when this
found expreflion in the houfe of commons, it was under
the chaftening influence of the ancient learning. For
quicknefs and completenefs of claffical allufion, Egliot had
no rival in parlament. Nor had he ftrengthened
himfelf for great duties only, by the pricelefs treafures of
language and thought fo maftered in his youth ; for his
refource under great calamities was alfo to be derived
from them. Thus early familiar with the fchool philo-
fophy of Greece and Rome, he carried its hopes and
afpirations, even its fublime abftradions and reveries,
through all the bufy activity of his life, into the enforced
folitude that clofed it; and Plato, Ariftotle, and Seneca
were friends that remained acceffible to him, when his
prifon excluded every other.

* Ath Oxon u.478. This is incorre@, however. as I have ftated, i
refpect of Eliot’s age. He was feventeen, ’ ¢ "
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It would indeed be difficult to overftate the advan-
tages derived by this remarkable man, through life, from
having made thefe ftudies familiar to his youth. They
will appear in every part of his ftory. Not unknown
are other examples, in this great age, of the union in a
high degree of readinefs of a&ion with remotenefs of
ftudy and contemplation; but, in its application and ufe
through the commoneft occurrences as well as graveft
events of his career, the peculiarity prefented itfelf in
Eliot under conditions of fingular intereft. In whatever
circumftances placed, books had become to him a
world fo real, that he could draw out of it experiences
fitted to all his needs and occafions; for it was peo-
pled with thoughts and emotions to which the habit
of continual refort had given more than the attributes
of counfellors and friends. Nothing of the paft was
dead to him. The life that burnt into the page of
Tacitus, was the fame that ftill heated and ftirred the
world about him ; and the parliament chamber in which
he fat at Weftminfter, was not to him more filled with
eager animation and conf]i&, than were its old parlia-
mentary parchment rolls, the filent depofitaries of Eng-
lith liberty, from which four centuries of the paft un-
ceafingly appealed to him.

To the habits and commencements of this early time
muft alfo be afcribed the fervency and fimplicity of
his religious belief. He was not a Puritan; but his
{ympathies went firongly with all that advocacy of the
pure in faith and worthip to which the term was applied.
Profoundly verfed as he was in the ancient ethics and
philofophy, and an ardent upholder of their truth and
excellence, he had found in the Chriftian fyftem higher
developments, and 2 more divine fatisfaction. Lefs prone
than many of his contemporaries, in commonplace and
ordinary ftraits, to refort to the facred writings, he yet
drew from them, ever, his practical guidance not lefs than
his higheft wifdom. To him the Bible was, in truth
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and fa&, the book of life; from which he derived all
that he believed to be effential to religion, and by which he
ngeafured all he held moft to be honoured in ‘public as in
private concerns. In the firft fpeech he delivered after the
acceflion of Charles the Firft, as in his laft letter to
Hampden from the prifon to which Charles configned
him, #/ss is the compafs by which he fteers his courfe, to
the haven in which he finds his reft. ¢ Religion only it
¢ is,” he told the aflembled commons, “ that fortifies all
“ policy, that crowns all wifdom. Not alone is it the
““ grace of excellence, and the glory of power, but it is
¢ the ftrength of government. For, though policy may
¢ fecure a kingdom againft foreigners (and fo, I pray
“God, this kingdom may always ftand fecure!) and
“wifdom provide every neceflary for the rule at home,
“yet if religion fecure not the affections of the people,
¢ the danger is as much in our own Achitophels, as from
“Moab and all the armies of Philiftines.”* <O, the
“infinite mercy of our Mafter, dear friend,” he wrote
to Hampden, when life was clofing upon him in his
dreary cell, “ by whom we are, and from whom we have
¢ all things, the ftrengthening of the weak, the enriching
“of the poor, the liberty of the captive, the health of
¢ the difeafed, the life of thofe thatdie !”+ Nor for that

* MS at Port Eliot of fpeech delwvered in pailiament, June 1625.

+ Thefe words are from a letter of Eliot to Hampden dated the 29th
March 1632 (he died m the November of that year), which 15 one of the
thirteen of Eliot’s letters copied by Mr. D Ifraeli fiom the originals at Port
Eliot, and publifhed nearly thirty years ago, with a few by Hampden and
other correfpondents, as an appendix to the fourth volume of his Comn-
mentartes  What proportion this feanty colleStion, called by Mr D’Ifiaeli
¢ the Correfpondence of Sir John Eliot,” bears to the ftore of manufeript
letters which the kindnefs of Lord St Germans has placed at my difpofal,
the reader will underfland when I mform. him that I have before me the
orgnals of upwards of two hundred derived from Port Eliot alone It was
not merely, however, that Mi. D Ifraeli dealt with fo ifignificant a fraGion
of Eliot’s letters, but that, from mability or want of patience to decipher the
writing, he has printed even thefe fewwith fuch graveomuffions and ridiculous
miftakes as to render them worthlefs He boafls indeed of the patience, fuffer-
ing, labour, and fuccefs with which he had made his way through manufeupts
all but illegible ; but with how much truth, let the reader Judge by com-
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trying hour alone had fuch confolations been referved.

parifon of the exaét words of the letter quoted n the text (which happens
to be one of the thirteen printed mn the Commentaries), with the fame pgf-

fages as printed by Mr. D Ifraeli

The miftakes and omuffions are matked

in italics, and the fpelling of the origial is modernized to fuit with Mr.

D Ifrael’s.
As printed by Mr D’ Ifraelr

O infinite mercy of our Mafter, dear
friend, how 1t abounds to us, that are un-
worthy of his fervice! How broken!
how imperfe¢t! how perverfe and
crooked are our ways in obedience to
him ! how exaétly ftraight 1s the line of
his providence to us, drawn out through
all occurrents and particulars to the whole
length and meafure of our time, how
perfect 1s his fand that has given his Son
unto us,and with him has promifed Like-
wife to give us all things, relieving our
wants, fanftifyng our neceflities, prevent-
g our dangers, freemg us from all ex-
tremuties, and died him{elf for us! What
can we render, what retribution can we
make worthy {o great a majefty? worthy
fuch love and favour? We have nothing
but ourfelves who are unworthy above
all, and yet that as all other things 1s
his, for us to offer up that, 1s but to give
him of his own, and that in far worfe
condition than we at firft received 1it,
which yet (for infinite 15 his goodnefs
for the merits of his Son) He 1s contented
to accept  This, dear friend, muft be
the comfort of his children, this s the
phyfick we muft ufe 1n all our ficknefs
and extremities , this 1s the ftrengthening
of the weak, the nourifbing of the poor,
the liberty of the captive, the health of
the difeafed, the life of thofe that di,
the death of that wretched life of fin,
and this happinefs jat4 his famnts

As m the original MS

O! the infinite mercy of our Mafter,
dear friend, how 1t abounds to us, thatare
unworthy of his fervice! How broken!
how imperfe&t! how perverfe and
crooked are our ways 1n obedience to
him! how exactly fhaight is the line of
his providence unro us, drawn thiough
all occurrents and particulars to the whole
length and meafure of our time! How
pertect 38 his Jowe that has given his Son
unto us, and with him has promifed like-
wise to give us all things! Thofe thar
relieve us but m part, we honor and effeem ;
thofe that preferve and [awe us from any
danger or extremity, we hawve in veneration,
and admire, nay, even for thofe that morally
are good, from whom there comes fome out-
ward benefit and adwvantage, 1t ’s fad fome
men dare die How fbould wwe, then, honor
and admire fo good a God and Sawtour , by
whom we are, by whom we have all things
we poffefs, who does relieve our wants,
_fatt.y‘y our ﬂecgﬂt‘tm, prevent our dangers,
JSree us from all extremities, nay, to pre-
Jerve and fave, has died himfelf for “us!
What can we render, what retribution
can we make, worthy fo great a majefty,
worthy fuch love and favour? We have
nothing but ourfelves, who are unworthy
above all, and yet that, as all other
things, 1s his  For us to offer up that,
1s but to give hum of his own, and that
i far worfg condition than we at firft
recetved 1t, which yet (/o infinite 15 his
goodnefs for the ments of his Son) He 1s
contented to accept Thus, dear friend,
muft be the comfort of his children
This 1s the Phyfick we muft ufe in all
our ficknefs and extremities This s the
firengthening of the weak, the enriching
of the poor, the liberty of the captive,
the health of the difeafed, the life of
thofe that die, the death of that wretched
Iife of in! And this happinefs hawe his
faints

‘The fame number of omiffions, and the fame kind of muftakes, are inalmoft
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We fhall find them interfufed with all his habits of
thought, and fuftaining him in every part of his career.
Another chara&eriftic, fo prevalent throughout his life
that 1t muft have dated from this earlieft time, was his
love of a&ive and athletic exefcife. Extraordinary as
were his attainments and proficiency in learning, he was
a man of action pre-eminently ; and, as well from the
wife care he took, tempered with all thoughtful allow-
ance, in the adive training of his fons, as from the well-
weighed counfel he frequently tendered to his friends, we
may mfer much as to the outfet of his own life, and
what its leffons and learning had been. When he firft
committed his boys to a tutor’s care, his charge to him
was that their recreations and exercife fhould be, not lefs
than therr fcholarthip, the obje& of his folicitude.*
When his fecond fon, Richard, fhowed inaptnefs for the
life at firft marked out for him, Eliot at once declared that
nature muft have free way, that difpofition and work
thould not be at war, and that fcope muft be given to
the youth’s active propenfities.t When his dear friend
" Richard Knightley had fallen into inactive habits, with
which he held that health neither of mind nor body could
confift, he addrefled to him from his prifon a moft touch-
ing remonftrance. He had been inquifitive of his friends,
he told him, as to his recent ways of life; and found fo
much time fpent in the houfe and fo little in the fields,
that he doubted Knightley made his liberty a practice of
imprifonment, and by too much meditation unfitted him-
felf for action, which fhould be the life and crown of our

all the letters printed by Mr. D’Ifrael1, as will be noted, from time to time,
when the occafion arifes for quotmg them In fhort, Mr D’Ifiaelt’ fo-called
<« Eliot Coriefpondence,” excepting only a few letters by Hampden, 1s utterly
worthlefs.

* Elwot to Thomas Kmightley (sth Apnl 1630) MSS at Port Eliot
Thomas Kmghtley was fellow and tutor of Lincoln-college, Oxtord, to
vI;LhmthimOt had fent hus fons , and appeats to have been coufin to Richard

nightley.

+ Elot to Hampden (26 April, 1631) : MSS. at Port Eliot.
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endeavours in our courfe. He prayed him to refleét upon
others, and that no man fhould be a centre to himfelf.
He befought his friend to think what intereft in him his
country might pretend to; what right over him his friends
might claim ; and above all that his Mafter, who had
made him fteward of himfelf, expected in all thefe the
employment of that talent to His glory, and that fuch
care fhould be entertained about his perfon as to pre-
ferve it for fervices to come. To dwell wholly in
fpeculation, was to be ufeful only for himfelf; but for
others, and the time to come, it behoved him to difpofe
himfelf toa&ion. For others, he was to hunt ; for others,
to hawk ; for others, to take the benefit of the fields.
« Do it for me,” continued Eliot, ¢ that cannot do it of
“ myfelfe ; and in your profit and advantage my fatisfac-
« tion fhall be rendered. Iknow I need not counfel you,
““who have Abraham and the Prophets; but yet, one
¢ coming from the dead, who by privation knows the
¢ benefitt of exercife, which God appoints for the recre-
“ation of man, may have fome creditt more than ordi-
“ narie to make fome light impreffions upon the minde.”*
Very affe@ing is that reference to the living death which
then had been inflited upon the writer. When all
the healthy and vigorous habits that had been the ftay
and fuftainment of Eliot’s own life had been ftruck
from under him, he knew that he was doomed. To
what extent thofe habits had been his practice, and
from this earlieft time, we need no better evidence.
His lateft enjoyment in the Tower, of which he was
deprived by clofer cuftody in the laft year of his impri-
fonment, was the game at bowls that he had firft played
in his boyhood on the green at Port Eliot.t

Between the univerfity and travel, to all well-bred

* Elot to Richard Knightley (roth June, 1630) . MSS. at Port Eliot

+ Elot to Richaid Kméhtley (11th Auguft, 1631) MSS. at Port Eliot.
¢ Your letter found me yefterday foe hard at bowles as I had not then tyme
¢“to anfwear 1t,” &c.
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youths in the feventeenth century, another ftudy was
ordinarily interpofed. Some acquantance with the com-
mon law of England, then, was generally required for an
Enghfh gentleman’s education. It was thought effential
that men of birth and ftation in their refpeéive counties,
to whom it fell to difcharge the duties of juftices of peace,
thould know fomething practically of the law they were
called to adminifter, affeting largely the populations of
therr neighbourhood.  Very efpecially alfo was it
held to be a neceffary accomplifhment for one who
would enter parliament, and had lefs ambition to follow
the court thanto fide with the country party. Eliot,
as Wood informs us, after leaving the Univerfity,
“went to one of the Inns of Court, and became a
¢ barnfter.” Not of courfe to praétife : though we fhall
find that his knowledge of, the law, and its ufes and
terms, was of the greateft value to him; that his friends
in and out of parliament frequently referred to his au-
thority ;* and that he not feldom employed his know-
ledge of the principles of law to condemn the practice
of profeflional lawyers.t When next we get fight of
him, he is travelling on the Continent, as had become
alfo_very generally then the cuftom of young men of
family and fortune.

At precifely the fame period, the difcerning Lady
Villiers had fent her famous fon, two years younger than
Eliot, to grace the beauty of his face and perfon (his only
birthright)} by the advantages of foreign travel. Eliot

* Bevil Grenvile to Eliot (17th September, 1631) MSS at Poit Eliot

t Thus will appear 1 his {peech, to be hereafter quoted, in the laft pailia-
ment of James as to a cafe of difinhersfon (MS).

1 Buckingham was a younger fon, by a fecond marriage, of Sir George
Villeers, of Brookeﬂe&r, n Leicefterfhire, whofe famuly, though ancient, had
been 1n no refpeét diftinguithed.  His mother is reported to have ferved as
kitchen-maid n the houfe of his father, who, ftruck with her extraordinary
beauty of perfon, prevailed with his wife, then living, not without difficulty,
to raife her to a higher place; and on the death of that lady mairied her.
As, however, the heir by the former marriage fucceeded to the family eftate,
1t became a grand obje&t with Lady Villiers, as foon as fhe obtamned the means
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and Villiers met,* and journeyed together to feveral
places ; ‘nor will it feem {urprifing that Eliot’s warm and
generous difpofition fhould have fuited well with the
bold addrefs and fprightlinefs of temper for which
only, at that time, George Villiers was’remarkable. It
is faid they became intimate, and it is probable that for
fome time they were {o; though in after years a widely
different deftiny ftruck them finally apart.

Of the impreffions left on Eliot’s mind by this travel
of his youth, fome lively traces appeared afterwards in
his letters to his children. He urged upon them the
neceflity of well fele@ing their affociates.  Good com-
pany, he knew, was a choice thing ever; and as it always
brought pleafure, fo.moft efpecially in travel it brought
advantages.t As he wrote this, he might be remem-
bering, through all the darker interval which followed,
thofe fair bright days, and the pleafant gaieties and
cheerful fancies, that, from fuch a prefence as that of
George Villiers in his youth, muft have radiated to all
within its {phere.

France had greatly interefted Eliot. He had there feen
the ftill confliting elements of a great and healthful ftrug-
gle, and though the profpeéts of the caufe moft dear to
him were at this time gloomy enough, the light of promife
yet fhone in the diftance. It was a country full of noble
inftinéts and verfatile energy ; and whathis own experience
had been, he recommended his fons to profit by. Some
friend had warned them of poffible dangers in France.

through a third hufband, Sir Thomas Compton, whom fhe afterwards de-
ferted, to accomplith her children for pufhing their own fortunes m the
world  She lived to fee her own entire fuccefs mn this, and to difcover how
hittle 1t was worth.

* Echard’s Hyffory, 424 Mr. D’Ifraeli claims the menit of having /-
covered this (v 507, Pamphlet, p 3), a claim on which his friends alfo
infift (RQuarterly Review, xcv 470) , on what authority does not appear
Echard was the fiift difcoverer, 1f there be any mert 1 1t, nor would h
if’fatenéent have carried any weight, but that other circumftances have con-

rmed 1t,

1 To hus fon John, 1ft September, 1631, MSS. at Port Elot.
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Heed him not, faid Eliot; it is ftrange that fuch warn-
ing fhould come from a man of “hope and {pirit.”
Any hazard or adventure, in France, they would. find
repaid by fuch advantages of knowledge and experience
as obfervation of the exifting troubles there was fure
to convey. But he would not allow them even to enter
Spain; and the Italian territories of the church they
were to avoid as dangerous. ~Stagnant and deadly were
the waters in the region of Rome, not clear and flowing
for the health-feeking energies of man.

His diflike of Italy, however, was limited to the ter-
ritories of the church. By all means he held it defirable
for youth to fee the reft of Italy. But let them avoid the
damps of autumn i that rich land. From the abun-
dance of fruits that prevailed everywhere, and the ftrife
of heat and moifture affeéting the climate, the airs of
autumn were dangerous until frofts had correéted
them; and a vifit fhould be timed in fpring. Great
were the advantages in other refpeéts, alfo, of wintering
in France before pafling over to Italy. To attempt to
acquire the Italian language, before fome knowledge
of French had been maftered, was not difcreet. Befides
its being lefs pleafant and more difficult to talk Italian
firft, it was leaving the more neceffary acquirement to be
gamned when perchance there was lefs lefure for it.
Whereas, by obtaining fome perfe&ion in the French
and then moving onward, what might be loft in Italy
of the firft accomplithment would be regained, in France,
as their fteps turned homeward.*

But ftill more charadteriftic of Eliot is that which
he defcribes to his fons as the unvarying experience of
his own life, in travel and enjoyment as in labour and
every manly exercife, and which, itrefpetive of climates
or countries, every man may enfure to himfelf, Why

* Thefe various allufions are from the letter of 1ft September 1631,
to hus eldeft fon

VoOL. 1. C
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is it, he fays, that what to one feems barren and unplea-
fant, to another is made fruitful and delightfome, but
that all things in this life receive their effect and opera-
tion from induftry and the habit of the foul. (* Nothing
“ is,” fays the great mafter, ¢ but thinking makes it {0.”)
Some natures there were which turned all {fweetnefs into
venom, forgetful of the leflon of the bee that extradts
honey from the bittereft herb. With exquifite good fenfe
Eliot tells his fons, therefore, that they would do well,
ever, to make the beft ufe of all things; when they
thould find a fign or indication of fome error, to accept
it as an inftruétion to avoid the like; and if there ap-
peared but the refemblance of fome excellence, to fup-
pofe it better and make it a precedent for themfelves.*
Imatation, he ftrikingly defignates as ¢ the moral miftrefs
“of our life;” and as they muft imitate, they thould be
ever on the watch for what 1s worthy, and for that alone.t
An error might eafily be retracted, but habits not fo.
Let thém not fuffer any ill in them to proceed to a habit ;
and above all things, let them propound goodnefs, not
pleafure, for their object.f So mught they truly achieve
honour. Arduous and rough feemed the paths of virtue,
but they were excellent, yea pleafant, to thofe that once
had paffed them ; for they brought honour itfelf as their
concomitant, to entertain them on that journey. It
became truly their fervant; and what all others purfue
and wait upon f{o eagerly, and offer all that they poffefs
to obtain, they who travel in thofe paths already have, in
the form wherein alone it 1s defirable or to be defired, to
wait upon zhem, and to do them fervice.§

Standing upon the threfhold of the life we are about
to retrace, let us not doubt that the thoughts which fo
attended its clofe reflected its opening experience ; and

#* To his fons, 8th (or 3rd) ]ulf{ 1629 MSS at Port Eliot
+ To his fon John 1ft Auguft 1631. MSS. at Port Eliot

t To hus fon Richard  sth Apnil 1630. MSS. at Port Eliot.

§ To hus fon Richaid. 7th November 1630 MSS at Port Eliot.
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that, whatever may have been its errors of paffion or
temper, they were never ungenerous or ignoble.

III. MARRIAGE; AND PARLIAMENT.

After his return to England in 1611, Eliot married ;
and even this correct and inoffenfive proceeding has been
made the pretext for flander to his memory. It has been
put forth as another inftance of the turbulence and “un-
“ governable paflion” of this “bold and adventurous cha-
‘““racter.” Without quoting any authority, Mr. D’Ifrael
ftates, that “when the houfe of commons voted r000/.
“for a compenfation to the family for his [Eliot’s] “fuffer-
““ings,’ they alfo voted another 2000/., part of four,
¢ for which he had been fined by the court of wards,
“by reafon of his marriage with Sir Daniel Norton’s
“daughter.” He then proceeds to inform us that this
indicates the violent carrying off of the lady by the
turbulent Eliot.  What poflible authority can be brought
forward for this ftatement, I know not The only
record in exiftence bearing on fuch a fubjec, known
to me, 15 an entry in the Earl of Leicefters jour-
nal, of unqueftioned authenticity; and I cannot fuppofe
that this was the fource from which Mr D’Ifraeli
dertved his flatement. It is as follows: < Monday,
“18th January,1646. The houfe of commons this day,
“according to former order, took into confideration the
“great lofles and fufferings of many members, in the
“ yeare tertio Caroly, for {peaking (in parliament) in be-
“half of the kingdom. A report whereof was made to
“the houfe, from the committee to whom it was for-
“merly referred; and the commons, upon debate, paffed
““{everal votes for allowances to be given to fuch mem-
“bers, in recompenfe of theyr wrongs and fufferings,
“as followeth:” feveral names are then fpecified, and
among them, “that sooo/,be allowed to Sir John Elliotte’s

c2
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« younger children ; and 4is elder fon’s fine in the Court
“ of Wards to be remitted.”*

Againft this “elder fon’s” turbulence the reproof of
the commentator ought to have been dire&ted. He was
probably that fecond fon, Richard, whofe irregular habits,
notwithftanding his poffeffion of a fine and manly nature,
proved the fource, as we fhall fee, of much anxiety and
difquiet to his father. He was a very likely perfon for
the adventure malicioufly fixed upon Eliot. Sir John
himfelf, without violating the laws of any court, had
married in the winter of 1611, Rhadagund, the only
daughter of a Cornifh {quire of confiderable fortune,
Richard Gedie of Treburfey, who ferved as high fheriff
of his county in the laft year of James. Of his wife,
whofe memory he cherithed with tendernefs, Eliot was
unhappily deprived by death in 1628, before the firft
recefs of the memorable parliament of that year; after
the had prefented him with feveral children. John
(born in October 1612), Richard, Edward, Befs, and
Nicholas 1 will hereafter have mention; and all thefe, with
fome younger and infant children, taken to Treburfey
upon their mother’s death and their father’s imprifon-
ment, were in the following year, when Mr. Gedie him-
felf died and Eliot’s prifon doors were more clofely fhut,
left doubly fatherlefs as well as motherlefs. Then utterly
dependent on the care of friends, happily friends were
found not wanting.

Eliot had fcarcely married when the houfe of com-
mons opened its doors to him. No hiftorian has
heretofore fuppofed that he fat in an earlier parlia-

* Sidney Papers, 2, 5. This early portion of the journal is remarka-
ble for its accuracy and precifion Smce what follows 1n my text was
written, I have feen reafon to doubt whether John may not have been the
¢ elder fon ™ referred to  See Hutchinss Dor/et, 1. 144

+ Fromthis fourth fon, Nicholas, the prefent St. Germans famuly are
defcended. Upon the failure of male iffue to Daniel Eliot (the patiot’s
grandfon, whofe only daughter Browne Willis married), the eftates were
bequeathed to Edward, grandfon to the patriot’s fourth fon Nicholas.
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ment than that of 1623, but I have dicovered that he
was undoubtedly a member of the commons’ houfe
upon the affembling of James’s fecond parliament in
1614 The fa& is placed beyond queftion by the refer-
ences he made himfelf, in the parhament of 1623, to
the two that had immediately preceded it; in the earlier
of which he ftated that he had himfelf taken part,
whereas of the later he knew only by the report of others.*

Eliot, then, was in his 24th year when he took his feat
(as member for the borough of St. Germans) 1n the council
of the nation. It would not have been called together at
that time but for Sir Henry Nevile’s plan of managing the
elections by fupremely fkilful people, who were to “un-
“dertake ” for a court majority. Neverthelefs the court
majority did not prefent itfelf; which Mr. Attorney (Sir
Francis Bacon)accounted for by theabfence of thefupreme
fkill promifed, by the hot oppofition the attempt aroufed,
and by the fo great fuing, ftanding, and ftriving about
elections and places it led to, that the wifeft and ableft
perfons thrank from fuch confliét, and three parts of the
elected ““were fuch as had never been of any former par-
“liament, and many of them young men, and not of
“any great eftate or qualities.” The remark is to be
taken with allowance for Mr. Attorney’s general diffatis-
fadion at the refult, but no doubt {ubftantially it ex-
prefled the truth.

Among the men young like himfelf, however, whom
Eliot then firft faw on the benches around him, were
fome that, like himfelf, were now beginning the career
that has identified their names with our Englith ftory.
Slightly his elder, Robert Philips, fon of Sir Edward of
Montacute, mafter of the rolls, there took his feat for
the firft time, and began his illuftrious but too brief

* The fpeech to which I refer, not hitherto printed, 1s among the MSS
m Ehot’s handwniting at Port Eliot , and will fhortly be quoted It was
{poken at the opeming of James's laft parliament, which met in February
1623~4.
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career.*  Another Somerfetfhire gentleman of graver
afpeét, now in his twenty-ninth year, a client and coun-
cillor of the Bedford family, commenced there the ex-
perience which was to carry the name of Pym over the
world as almoft a fynonym for the parliament of Eng-
land. Sir Dudley Digges there tried his earlieft flights
of eloquence, lefs earneft than ornate, yet moving and
influencing many. Oliver Luke, a youth of old Bedford-
fhire famuly, fome of whofe anceftors had refifted on the
bench the tyranny of the earlier Tudors, and who had
married into the ftock of the Northamptonthire Knight-
leys, began there the friendthip with Eliot which ceafed
only with life; and with which another more illuftrious
name became foon conneéted, for family alliances had
affociated with the Lukes young Mr. Hampden of
Hampden, now in his twentieth year ftudying law at the
Inner-temple, and not to take his feat among the
commons till the next following parliament.  And
finally here, among the legiflators, raw and inex-
perienced, who had fat in no former convention, Eliot’s
glance firft fell upon a tall young man from Yorkihire,
Thomas Wentworth, whom men noted even thus early
(a contemporary tells us) for his ftoop in the neck, for
the cloudy fhadow on his face except when lighted up
by anything that moved him, and for the fierce far-
reaching look of his eye.

But befide thefe youths were men of elder and larger
experience, who fufficed in themfelves to give no common
chara&er or fame to the proceedings of this thort-lived
parliament. In it Sir Francis Bacon clofed his career as

* The parliament began in March, and was diffolved m June 1In the
following Septembe1 Sir Edward Phulips died, 1t was fu pofed from grief at
the king’s anger with his fon Robert, for the fpeeches he had made on the
popular fide ¢ He was my verye good frend,” fays Sir James Whitelocke
(in his Liber Famehcus, p 43) It 1s thought that grief he toke m the
“king’s difpleafure toward him, for his fon’s roughneffe i the parhia-
¢ ment, haftned his deathe But I cannot think a man can be futche a
““ mope
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a reprefentative of the people. Sir Edwin Sandys, the
fecond fon of Elzabeth’s archbithop of York, now in
his fifty-third year, a ripe and mature’ {cholar who had
written learnedly againft popery, played a diftinguithed
part in it. Sir Edward Giles, a kmght of large eftate,
Cornithman and neighbour of Elot’s, and his faft
friend in many fubfequent trials, was one of its leaders
of oppofition : and he had worthy colleagues in Sir James
Perrot, the fon of Elizabeth’s famous lord-deputy; 1n
Sir Robert Cotton, under whofe hofpitable roof, where
pricelefs ftores of learning were gathered, Eliot paffed
many of his happieft later days; and in Sir John Savile
of Howley, a knight of the Weft Riding who had ferved
the court in the old queen’s time, but now in his fifty-third
year was out of favour with the king, and had carried
Yorkthire, defpite the Wentworths, in the extreme
popular intereft. Thofe experienced and liberal lawyers,
Crewe, Hakewell, Hofkins, Thomas Wentworth of
Oxford, Nicholas Hyde, and Sir James Whitelocke,
alfo gave 1n 1t their fervices to the popular fide.* Sir
James was the father of Bulftrode ; and had diftinguifhed
himfelf, fome years before, by difputing the judgment in
Bates’s cafe, in the court of exchequer, on Impofitions.
The fubject was revived 1n this parliament, and, with
the bufinefs of Undertaking, and difputed returns rifing
out of it, formed the fole bufinefs tranfacted by the
houfe, which had not the good fortune to pafs even one
bill. It played the part which feems to have been ap-
pointed to it, neverthelefs. It ferved, at a critical time,
to break up the old referves and influences; and to force
a free way, for fubfequent and more powerful aflemblies,
to bolder manifeftations of opinion. It is now we

* ¢ I was retorned,” he fays (in his Liber Famelicus, p. 40), “a burgefs
¢¢ for the towne of Woodftock, in the countie of Oxon, whear I was re-
¢¢ corder, and was eleéted notwntiffanding the town wear kardly preffed for
¢ anot/er by the Erl of Mountgomerye, freward of the manors and keeper
¢¢ of the houfe and parke thear.”
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have the firft evidence of vehement excitements, of loud
and noify cheering bandied from fide to fide, within the
houfe itfelf. Mr. Attorney, quaintly referring to his
own narrow efcape® from being turned off to the lords’
chamber, had withed himfelf, becaufe of the frequent dif-
cord, not only in the upper houfe but in the Upper
World. Mr. Chamberlain wrote to Sir Dudley Carle-
ton of the cheering and interrupting, that ““many fat
¢ there who were more fit to have been among roaring
“boys than in that affembly.” One honourable member
was called to order for comparing the houfe to a cock-
pit.  The houfe itfelf was reprehended by Mr. Speaker
for ¢ hiffing” a vehement {upporter of his majefty’s pre-
rogative. But, amid all thefe unfeemly mamifeftations,
it was the right abufe that was fele¢ted for attack ; and
the popular arguments were left unanfwered by the
ableft of the privy councillors. Sandys carried a refolu-
tion againft the king’s afferted right to levy impofitions ;
and Bacon, not to difpute the abftra& juftice of fuch
propofals, but to abate and deprecate the eagernefs that
would have carried them to inftant iffues, was fain to
remind the oppofition that they lived not in Plato his
Commonwealth, but in times wherein abufes had got the
upper hand. That great man never called the wrong

* One of the firft queftions raifed had been upon Bacon’s right as at-
torney to fit at all. Ifa man already reprefenting any place affumed that
office, 1t was argued, he might continue to ferve i the lower houfe ; but
that, bemg appoimnted attorney, he could not afterwards offer himfelf to
reprefent a conftituency. His place in parliament would then have become
fimply, as expreffed in his wnt of office, to advife the houfe of lords; and
to appear by the woolfack was the due return of hus writ A commuttee of
precedents confidered the matter; and though, ftrange to fay, no direét
mftance of a king’s attorney returned by a confhituency and fitting 1n the
lower houfe could be found, 1t was clear that the king’s folicitor and fer-
Jeant had done {o, and the analogy was fufficiently clofe 1n fairnefs to have
fettled the quefion  But the houfe would not give way  They made
exception for Sir Francis Bacon (to fhow that their objection was not to him
ﬁerfona.lly), but never was attorney-general n future to fit in the lower

oufe. Such was the jealoufy of the influence of the ciown, and the refolve
that as few as poffible ¢ wearing the livery * of the king thould fit among
them, prevailing m this ¢ addle ** parhiament
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right, or made elaborate attempts at juftification, even
while he pracifed or fell in with it. He did his beft,
ever, to amend it; but unhappily was not in the leaft
reluctant to give way and make the beft of 1t, when the
other effort was unavailing.

With the reft of the privy councillors he acted, there-
fore in forcing a premature diffolution. Eliot regretted
the courfe fo taken; and 1t is a proof of the fhrewdnefs
and clearfightednefs he had brought thus early to the
obfervation of public affairs, that he deteéted not alone
the mifchief of fuch hafte and precipitation in dealing
with parliaments, and the falfehood of the pretences ufed
in excufe, but the too great readinefs of the popular
leaders to encourage needlefs jealoufies. Nearly nine
years later, in his firft important {peech in the houfe
of commons, he thus alluded to the former of the
““two laft unfortunate aflemblies” in which he had taken
part.

¢ As I remember, there was an afperfion of ¢ undertak-
“<ing’ caft upon the fervice of fome members of that
“houfe; from whence there grew a jealoufy, in the reft,
““that the whole bufinefs was compounded by thofe
¢ principals who had before-hand given the king affu-
¢ rance of what he defired. This jealoufy being entered
‘““into, a part like a cancerous ulcer f{pread with the
¢ fharpnefs of its own corrupt humour, and by infe&ion
“went fo far that it difeafed the body. The body be-
““ing once fick and ill affe¢ted, could not prefently find
¢ a remedy, or remove the caufe; but, by continuance
“ of the grief, had the fymptoms more dangerous than the
“difeafe. For, from the root of that jealoufy, fprang up
“oppofition and conteftation in debates. ~ Oppofition
“branched itfelf to faction; fa&ion (or rather fra&ion I
“might call it) often budded and put forth perfonal
¢ quarrels, not only to the public prejudice, but detra&-
“ing from the honour and gravity of this fo great and
“grave a fenate. And all this moved by the air and
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“breath of that unknown and vain report of ¢under-
s<takers.’ Whereas I verily believe there was no fuch
“thing in the king’s heart, as by fecret practice with a
¢ few to undermine the reft; nor could thofe few, for
< themfelves, have affumed fo much power above others
<« to <undertake’ for all. Ihold that our jealoufy in this
“cafe was the advantage of the ill affeéted, who made it
¢ the inftrument of their defigns to diffolve that meet-
“ing, that they might follow their own projects and in-
¢ ventions then on foot; which (as we have fince felt)
« trenched more upon the privileges and liberties of this
¢ kingdom, than the uttermoft ¢ undertakings’ in parlia-
““ment can ever do |”*

Judging of all the circumftances now, it is impofiible
not to fee that Eliot’s view is the right one. To keep
up the agitation againft the undertakers was, as it turned
out, to play into the hands of the court.  Eliot had far-
fightednefs enough to fee, as well in the conception of
fuch a notable {cheme as the interfering in elections, as
in the fuppofed neceffity that fuggefted it, no bad com-
pliment to the influence of the commons ; and he would
have accepted its failure, manifeft in the very excitement
and indignation provoked by it, as an addition to their
ftrength.” But thefe advantages were loft by the jealou-
fies given way to; and on the 7th of June, the day of
the diffolution, he doubtlefs turned fadly away from
Weftminfter with the thought in his heart, and the
prayer upon his lips, of which the good Sir James White-
locke has left record. “ All good people wear verye
« {orrye for it, and I pray God we never fee the like.”
It was Eliot’s fate to {ee many more.

IV. Events in Lonpow. 1614 TO 1619.

But now, for fome years, Eliot’s life has a quiet interval,

* From a MS copy of fpeech delivered i February 1623-4, mn Elot’s
hand-writing among the papers at Port Eliot.
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ftrengthening and preparing him for its bufier time.
Referring long afterwards to the days following his
youth, he was in the habit of regretting that his
fortune had fo little allowed him to be mafter of himfelf.
As foon as his employments began, he faid, they were fo
tyrannical upon him that all his minutes were anticipated.
But the few years’ interval after his marriage, at which
we have now arrived, appears to have {feen him at
leifure; living in and near London; and obferving, doubt-
lefs with many grave and chequered thoughts, what then
was paffing in the world. We are not without direct
and ftriking evidence, indeed, of the hold kept upon his
mind and memory, in all his after years, by incidents
which he witneffed then.

Somerfet at this time held rule as abfolute as Villiers
afterwards, and there was a man whom Eliot had reafons
for regarding with fome intereft who had ftarted in life
with that favourite now fome feven or eight years pait,
in circumftances of ftartling refemblance to his own paft
intercourfe with Villiers. When Carr was a page in
France, learning manners and accomplithments, a youth
named Overbury was fimilarly placed there, and the
intimacy that enfued had continued through Carr’s fub-
fequent and wonderful future. But Overbury was con-
tent, with no higher rank than that of knighthood, to fee
his friend made baron, vifcount, and firft minifter of the
king, being himfelf a man of literature and carelefs Iife,
and fatisfied to retain that control and command over
his dignified affociate which the ftronger exerts over the
weaker nature. The time arrived, however, when fuch
control became fuddenly dangerous. Overbury refifted
the foul and fhameful project of Carr, lately created
Lord Rochefter, to procure a divorce for young Fanny
Howard, fecond daughter of the chamberlain (after-
wards treafurer) Suffolk, and wife of tHe youthful Lord
Effex, in order himfelf to marry that wanton, beautiful,
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and diabolical perfon; and the unwelcome counfellor
was at once flung into the Tower.

The fubfequent revolting tragedy is fo well known to
every reader of hiftory, that it 1s very ftrange to obferve
how flowly it became known to its contemporaries. The
infamous divorce, which the good archbithop Abbot
bravely refufed to meddle with, had been effefted by a
vote of feven to five of the bithops and civilians it was
referred to; the as infamous marriage, celebrated by Bacon
in a mafque, and honoured by beftowal of the earldom of
Somerfet on the bridegroom, had been folemnized in pre-
fence of the king ; and bride and bridegroom, triumphant
in their guilt, had recerved more than two years’ worfhip
from the bafeft court in Chriftendom ; before it was known,
beyond the precinés of that court, what a dark deed had
been done. ~ George Radcliffe, afterwards the friend of
Strafford, thena law ftudent of Gray’s-inn, wrote thus on
the 3rd of November 1615 to his mother in York-
thire : “There hath been a greate adoe about the poy-
« foninge a gentleman in the Tower; one is hanged,
« another fled, fome examined, and divers imprifoned ;
¢ but {mall certaintye is yett knowne. It is confidently
« reported that the Earle of Somerfett is fent to the
« Tower yefterday night.” The report was true; and
after another fix months, Somerfet, ftanding before his
peers a convicted felon, his George taken from his neck,*
received fentence of death as one of the murderers of
Overbury. The fair-faced fiend for whom the crime was
committed, had recerved her fentence on the previous day;
but the fcaffold was cheated of them both. Four of the
leflfer murderers had already perifhed, the laft of them
being hanged about a month after Radcliffe’s letter; and
as the firft of them, Wefton, Overbury’s keeper in the

* In one of the accounts of the tral it is ftated that ¢ he had taken off
“ hus George himfelf” immediately on hearing the verdiét agamft him
Amos’s Oyer of Posfomng, 110.
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Tower, had been on the point of afcending the ladder at
Tyburn, there had ridden up fharply to the gallows four
hangers-on of the court, of whom the moft prominent was
Sir John Holles, afterwards Earl of Clare, father of
Denzil and father-in-law of Strafford, who were feen to
{peak to the wretched man, urging him to clear Somerfet.
But Wefton was no longer acceffible to favour or fear.
One bitter remark had indeed fallen from him at his trial,
that the little fithes would be caught and the big ones
efcape ; but he was now paft bitternefs alfo. He quietly
turned to the hangman, as the great men bawled to him
from their faddles; and his laft word was an intimation
that the crime which had been committed was one
deferving punifhment.

Of the extent to which Somerfet was direétly im-
plicated, Eliot appears to have entertained {fome doubt ;
and in later years we fhall find him making generous
allowance for fome points in that favourite’s adminiftra-
tion, wherein, more efpecially as to the difpofal of manors,
and malverfation and wafte of crown parks and lands, he
held him to have contrafted advantageoufly with the
favourite of the fucceeding reign.* For Overbury him-

,{elf he had a genuine pity. Reverting to him after many
years, he called him “an unfortunate piece of mernt.”
Keen was his fympathy for wrong in every cafe; and,
befides his other reafops for viewing leniently the defeéts
in Overbury’s charater, he entertained an honeft admira-
tion of his writings. The aircumftances of his death had
attracted much attention to them, and efpecially to fuch
portions as were known to have been compofed while he
lay in the Tower, gradually wafting, month by month,
under flow but deadly poifon. There were paffages in
his poem called The #ife alleged to have been fent to

* See poft, 1proceedmgs during the fitting at Oxford in the firft parhia-
ment of Charles I MS at Port Eliot See alfo Somerfet’s own addrefs
to Charles, 1 the drckeologia, xvn 288-9.
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Somerfet while his crime was actually in progrefs,* as a
warning againft the falfe Dueffa that enchained him; and
thefe were efpecial favourites with Eliot. He continued
to quote and admire them long after the temporary
intereft infpired by their writer had paffed away; and, as
the fathion then prevailed which has been the fathion of
every generation fince, to praife lavithly the paft and
grudgingly the prefent, it deferves mention, as chara&erif-
tic of Eliot’s opennefs and fincerity of nature in literary
critictfim as in matters more important, that he never
indulged that habit or left it unrebuked. On one occa-
fion, after quoting Overbury’s warning on the vanity
of mere carnal beauty, which he held to have been per-
fe&tly exprefled in the lines wheremn it is {fpoken of as
“ but to two fenfes known,” lefs lovely than a picture,
and lefs durable than life, yet outlafting, ever, “the
¢“Jove that’s built thereon,” he went on to fay that
in his judgment none of the paft writers it was fo
much the cuftom to laud could more perfe@tly have
expreffed that fancy, “all plainnefs, yet elegantly
“rendered.” To many, he remarks, it would doubt-
lefs feem a wonder that he fhould claim authority
for any fancy “being fo new, and born amongft our-,
“felves I muft confefs my ignorance” he manfully
continues ““if it be fo. I efteem it not the lefs as

* In Harlean Myfeellany, i 219, is a hife of Effex by Codrington, in
which it is ftated that Overbury had compofed the poem exprefily to diffuade
the Eail fiom the marriage. Upon its publication after Overbury’s death,
in 1614, 1t had a moft extraordinary run, no lefs than five editions havin
been 1flued in that year alone, when 1t came foith with the title of 4 Wife,
now the Widow of Sir Thomas Owverburie, Being a moft exquifite and fingular
Poemn of the Choyfe of @ Wife The paflage to which Eliot refers with
admiration ftands thus 1n the onginal :

¢ And all the carnall beautie of my Wife
Is but fkin-deep, but to two fenfes knowne,
Short even of pi€tures, fhorter iv’d than hife,
And yet furvives the love that ’s built thereon ”

The edition I quote from 1s dated 1614, and 1s “ the fift impreflion printed
¢ by T. C for Lawrence Fith, and are to be fold in Paule’s Chuichyard at
¢¢ the Tygre’s head
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“begotten in this age, and as it is our own I love
«ijt much the more. ’Tis truth which I do look for,
«with propriety of expreflion to endear 1t not only to
“the judgment but the affections ; and making infinua-
“tion by the language for the fense and reafon of the
“thing. Why then thould we not value it to the truth
““and merit which it bears, is a wifdom paft the appre-
“ henfion of my weaknefs. I muft declare my folly in
¢that point.”* A founder canon of criticifm it would
be difficult to lay down.

Eliot had alfo further reafon, when thofe words were
written, to linger on Overbury’s memory. < He died
““where now I live.” The writer, who had been the
youthful affociate of the fecond and more powerful
favourite, then himfelf lay a prifoner in the Tower, and
hence this touching addition to the praife. “Asitisof my
¢ country, I honour 1t the more; and as it was the pro-
¢ duction of this place, my admirationis the greater, that
«in fuch folitude and darknefs, where forrow and diftrac-
“tion moftly dwell, fuch happy entertainments and
“fuch minutes were enjoyed.” * But a far nobler pre-
fence than Overbury’s peopled that folitude and darknefs
when another vifion arofe, and conneéted itfelf, even as

* I take thefe paffages from the unpublifhed MS. of Eliot’s T1eatife of the
Monarchy of Man, preferved (Harleran Coll 2228) i the Britith Mufeum
It was written, as we fhall fee, i the Tower, and I now difcover, from
Elots letters at the time (to be hereafter quoted), that he intended 1t for

ublication 'With this view, 1t had been fent to Richard James, the
fearned librarian of Sir Robert Cotton, who returned 1t with certamn critical
fuggettions, fome of which Eliot appears to have adopted, and afteiwards to
have made a fair copy, only juft completed at the time of his death This
copy paffed into the poffeflion of the Holles famuly (probably through
Denzil, an intimate friend and warm admurer of Eliot) , and finally, from
the ownerthip of that fourth Loid Clare who was cieated firt Duke of
Newcaftle, became (according to an entry in the MS diary of Lord Oxford’s
librarian, Humphrey Wanley, under date 6th May 1723, where he records
that “ my Lord fent 1n 2 MS compil’d by Su John Ellot ™) part of the
Harleran Colleétion, transferred to the Butifh Mufeum  Here 1t lay com-
fwaratlvely quite unheeded, until the prefent writer defcribed it at confiderable
ength, giving large extra&ts from 1t, twenty-feven yeais ago.
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Overbury’s did, with what Eliot perfonally witnefled in
this early time.

Two years after Somerfet’s trial occurred the execu-
tion of Raleigh. It was the climax and confummation
of the bafenefs of James’s reign. It was a fhamelefs
facrifice of one of the greateft men of the Englith race
to the rage and mortification of the power moft hated
by Englifhmen. The idle affertion has been made that
no dire@ influence in it was exerted by Spain, but the fa&
was notorious at the time and is now eftablifhed irrefra-
gably.* A Spanifh alliance had thus early been projected,
and Raleigh himfelf, who ftruggled hard for life while
there was hope, warned the king with prophetic truth
that by his death that {cheme might be fatally interrupted.
But old Lord Northumberland refted the {ole excufe of
the court, undeniably, on the foul and fordid one of
money. If Raleigh had returned with the El Dorado he
had promifed, no plea of piracy or plunder would have
been fet up againft him. But he returned an unfuccefsful
man, broken down with the mifery of having feen his fon
perifh by his fide. To-the greedy longings of James and
his court, the El Dorado had again fhifted to Madrid.
Yet better would it be for the Spaniard, faid Northum-
berland, if this match is to go on, that they fhould
fend over a million to fave that man from death; and
better for the Englifh, if the match is to be laid afide,
that rather than kill him they fhould give a million to
Spain. But all interceflion was vain. Vain were the
entreaties of the good-humoured kindly queen, re-
membering how Raleigh was loved and admired by her
beloved and loft prince Henry; vain the dying prayer

* §ir Francis Cottington was now in Madrid, and letters fiom hun, fhll
exifting m the ftate paper office, fhow with what eager defire, and mceffant
pertinacity, the Spaniards had called for Raleigh’s death There 1s a
clofing letter of his (MS) dated little more than a month after the execution
(18th December, 1618), mn which Cottington tells Buckingham that the
king of Spam 1s delighted with the juftice done on Raleigh, and will hum-
{elf write his royal thanks to the king of England.
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of the Bithop of Winchefter, who for one laft favor
begged “the lLife of an old gentleman, a great offender,
““who was yet dearly refpetted by the great queen.”
The king was mercilefs; Bacon and the judges had
ther inflruétions ;* and the  old gentleman,” fummoned
but once before the king’s-bench, on the morning of
the 28th October 1618, and there eloquently pleading,
but pleading in vain,againft a fentence paffed fifteen years
before, that had fince been fuperfeded, as all competent
lawyers knew, by a commiffion giving him the power
of Iife and death, was told that on the next morning he
mutft die.

‘When he went back to the Tower, that day, a divine
was in attendance upon him, who faid afterwards that
he found him the moft fearlefs of death that was ever
known, and the moft refolute and confident; yet with
reverence and confcience. “ When I began to encourage
‘ him againft the fear of death, he made fo flight of 1t
“ that I wondered at him. When I told him that the
¢ dear fervants of God, in better caufes than his, had
¢ thrunk back and trembled z /iz¢le, he dented not, but
¢« gave God thanks he never feared death, and much lefs
¢ then ; for it was but an opinion and imagination ; and,
“ as to the manner of death, that to others 1t might feem
“ grievous, yet he had rather die {fo than of a burning
« fever.” He had been fubje&, ever fince his return and
betrayal by the villan Stukeley, his kinfman and the
vice-admiral of Devon, to alternations of fever and
ague; and from one of thefe fits he arofe on the morning
of the 2gth of O&ober. He fmoked his laft pipe;
drank his laft cup of fack, with the remark that it was
good liquor if a man might ftay by it; and faid that he
was ready.

* It is faid to have been Bacon’s opinion, exprefled before Raleigh failed
(Somers’s Trafts, u 457), that his commuffion giving him power of life and
death as marfhal, with the epithets dilecto ef fidels, was equivalent to a par-
don under the great feal, but Bacon certainly acquiefced m his execution.

VOL. I. D
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The {caffold was ereéted in Palace-yard; and among
thofe looking on from an oppofite window were fome
lords well known to him, one of whom was the fame
Sir John Holles whom we have feen at a very different
execution, and who had fince bought his barony for fix
thoufand pounds. That Eliot alfo was prefent, may be
inferred from a defcription he afterwards gave of the
fcene, carrying with it a firong prefumption that he muft
himfelf have witnefled it. He had indeed many incen-
tives to fuch a fpecial intereft as would have led him to
watch narrowly the tragedy to its end. He, as well as
Raleigh, was of an old Devonthire family ; both were
new refidents in Cornwall ; and through the Champer-
nownes, one of whom had given Raleigh birth, their
families were in a degree related. The man, too, who
had betrayed his kinfman and countryman, held the
office which Eliot at this tume defired to fill ; and upon
the quickly following difgrace of that confcience-ftricken
tool of the court, Sir Lewis Stukeley, vice-admiral
of Devon, Elot firft entered public life. Hardly a
doubt therefore needs be entertained, that on that cold
Oc&ober morning, Eliot’s was among the throbbing
hearts that were agitated by the fcene he has defcribed,
in which, whether {gorrow or joy predominated, One man
only remained calm and unmoved.

Matchlefs indeed, fays Eliot, was his fortitude! It
was 2 wonder and example which, 1f the ancient philofo-
phers could have witnefled, they had acknowledged as
the equal of their virtue. ¢ All preparations that are
“ terrible were prefented to his eye. Guards and officers
‘¢ were about him, the fcaffold and the executioner, the
“axe, and the more cruel expectation of his enemies.
« And what did all this work on the refolution of our
“Raleigh? Made it an impreflion of weak fear, or a
“ diftraction of his reafon? Nothing fo little did that
¢ great foul fuffer. He gathered only the more firength
“and advantage; his mind became the clearer, as if
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« already it had been freed from the cloud and oppreflion
“ of the body; and fuch was his unmoved courage and
«placid temper, that, while it changed the affection of
< the enemies who had come to witnefs it and turned
“their joy to forrow, it filled all men elfe with admira-
< tion and emotion, leaving with them only this doubt,
< whether death were more acceptable to him or he more
 welcome unto death.”*

So indeed it was. The only anxiety he fhowed was,
that his ague fhould not return before the axe defcended,
and his trembling be miftaken for fear. He felt its
edge, and {milingly calling it a fharp medicine, faid that
it was a phyfician for all difeafes. As he calmly uttered
what finally he had to fay, the lords left their window,
and crowded upon the fcaffold to hear him. He fpoke
once again after he laid his head upon the block; the
executioner having paufed and hefitated. ¢ Why doft
thou not ftrike? Strike, man!” With thefe words
that famous Englifhman paffed away ; doing more harm
to Spain by his death than ever he did in hss life, though
he had never ceafed to hate and to affail her. For he left
the legacy of his own hate to diffufe itfelf among tens of
thoufands of his countrymen; with not one of whom
did it work to more decifive ends than with him who
turned from Palace-yard with the feeling he has fo elo-
quently exprefled, and to which his public life, that may
be faid to have dated from this day, bore the further
and more eloquent teftimony of a never-ceafing refiftance
to the foreign power which had triumphed over Raleigh.

Retribution fwiftly overtook his betrayer. The court
deferted Stukeley under the load of ignominy which
fell upon him, and Eliot became afterwards a candidate
for the vice-admiralty of Devon.

* Monarchy of Man (MS) Brit. Mus Harleian Coll. 2228,
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SIR JOHN ELIOT: VICE-ADMIRAL OF DEVON.
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1. Appointed to Offfice.
II. Capture of Nutt the Pirate.
III. Before the Admiralty Court.
IV. Fuftrce wiTH refpet of Perfons.
V. In the Marfhalfea Prijon.

I. AproinTED TO OFFICE.

LIOT was in his nine and twentieth year
when, after the appointment, in January
1619, of the Marquefs of Buckingham
to be lord high admiral of England,

his intercourfe with his old travelling companion was

renewed. Soon after the difgrace of Raleigh’s kinfman
and betrayer, we find Eliot doing duty as vice-admiral
of Devon, and it was undoubtedly at that time, in May

1618, he received the dignity of kmghthood ; but he

does not feem to have obtained the patent of his office

until the following year, when the new lord-admiral
made a dire&t grant of it, with more extended powers,
to his old and early affociate, with whom the intermediate
difcharge of its duties, under what conditions does not
clearly appear, had again brought him into perfonal com-
munication.

A vice-admiral then reprefented, in his particular
diftriét, the chief of the naval adminiftration. He was
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himfelf judge, as well as adminiftrator and captain. He
prefled men for the public fervice at fea.  He boarded
pirate fhips; decided upon the lawfulnefs of prizes;
adjudged falvage claims for wrecks;* and, in return for
his charges and exertions, divided his various feizures
and fines with the lord-admiral. A neceffary condition
of his patent, was the rendering account of fuch fines,
feizures, and other emoluments, at ftated times. In
thofe days, when every part of the channel was {fwept by
pirates, and loffes and damage at fea were perpetual, not
a little of the perfonal fecurity of inhabitants of the
coaft, as well as all the fafety of commercial enterprife,
depended on the honefty, capacity, and fpirit, with which a
vice-admiral difcharged his office. It had, however, great
dangers in addition to great refponfibilities. The vice-
admiral took the rifk, and where a feizure was fuccefs-
fully contefted, upon him the lofs fell. It was at
that time far from unufual that a pirate thould have
powerful friends, not merely in the foreign governments
under whofe flag he failed, but among the very courtiers
and favourites at Whitehall whom he had bribed and
corrupted. 'The fame pofition of wealth and indepen-
. dence, however, which made Eliot one of the firft men
in his county, and had pointed him out for his office,
kept him above the temptations in exercife of its functions
to which other vice-admirals had been known to fuc-
cumb ; and the power and fuccefs of his admiralty ad-

* Denzl Holles, in a letter to hus brother-in-law Wentworth, adverts to
the many difputes that arofe on queftions of prizes and wrecks, He is
writing (mn 1627) of the muferes confequent on Buckingham’s infamous
adminiftration, and of the ruin of trade in the weft that had refulted from
the ill-advifed war with France ¢ Why! we weftern lads refpeé not fuch
“¢ things as thefe, fo we may have wars, and be 1n aétion, fer, as you fay,
“¢ our prizes make amends for all Yea, but the craft s m the catching,
““and, I aflure you, we are not over-burthened with the ftore of them, and
“ thofe few that are, now and then a barque of fith or canvas from our
““ neighbours and late friends by alliance, the French. By that time my
““lord-admiral and his vice-admurals be fatisfied, and all other nghts and
“¢ wrongs be difeharged, a flender gleaning is left for the takers >  Strafford
Letters, 1, g0,
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miniftration were not more attefted by the good opinion
of his friends, than by the number and pertinacity of his
enemies. His kmnighthood, as I have faid, dates alfo at
the time of the grant from Buckingham ;* and it will
perhaps amufe the reader if I thow in what {pirit this
incident of the knighthood has been dealt with by the
clafs of writers already quoted.

Echard leads the way, connecting it, unfortu-
nately for his purpofe, with the affair of Moyle.t
After giving the falfe account, formerly quoted, of that
youthful anecdote, the archdeacon proceeds : * And now,
“ fuppofing he had perfected his revenge, he imme-
¢ diately haftened to London to addrefs himfelf to his
“ fure friend the Duke of Buckingham, in order to get
“ his pardon: which, to his great difappointment, he
could not obtain without advancing a confiderable fum
“ of money into the exchequer. But as foon as his
¢ pardon was fealed, and the money paid, he received
“ mntelligence that Mr. Moyle was unexpeétedly re-
¢ covered. Upon the happy aflurance of this, he again
¢ applied himfelf to the duke, to procure the repayment
“ of the money ; but that being fwallowed up in the
‘ occafions of the court beyond any, recovery, all that
“ he could obtain in Leu of it was to be knighted:
¢ which, though it might have allayed the heat of his
‘¢ ambition, was fo hemoufly taken at the hands of a
¢ perfon once his equal, that after that he never ceafed
¢ to be his mortal enemy, but helped to blow up fuch a
¢ flame in the houfe as was never extinguithed.” This
narrative, foolifh upon the face of it, has found its be-

~
-

a n

* Anamufing miftake was made by Mr D’Ifraeli, and has been repeated
by fubfe?uent wiiters, m fuppofing that befides the vice-admiralty of
Devon Eliot held ¢ the office ofP Chairman of the Committee of Stannaries,”
as to which he had drawn up a learned report. There was no fuch office.
The report drawn up by Eliot was the fpeech, to be hereafter noticed, in
which he detailed to the third parhament the refults of a commuttee of
inquiry over which he had prefided as chairman, mto the grievances of
the Stannaries, and the malpraétices of the vice-warden, Lord Mohun.

+ Echard’s Hiffory, p. 424.
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lievers.* It is idle to wafte words on its refutation. At
the period when the affaffin Eliot 1s thus alleged to have
hurried up to his friend the duke, to crave protection
from the laws he had outraged, the *affaflin” wasa boy,
and the « duke” George Villiers, with lefs power than his
pretended fuppliant.

Rapid and furprifing, however, had been the rife of
Villiers fince the day, when, the king’s eye having fallen on
his young cupbearer with vifible manifeftations of delight,
it occurred to certain great lords, enemies of the reigning
favourite, that Somerfet might be beft difpofed of by
putting a new favourite in his place.t It feems certan that
thisnotion had arifen before the profecutionfor Overbury’s
murder] was in hand, and that it rendered eafier the pro-
ceedingsconfequent on that event. The plan fucceeded far
beyond the defign or the defires of its projectors. Well
might Lord Clarendon exclaim, “Never any man, in
any age, nor, I believe, in any country or nation, rofe
“in fo fhort a time to fo much greatnefs of honour,
< fame, or fortune, upon no other advantage or recom-
¢ mendation than of the beauty or gracefulnefs of his per-
< {on.” At firft Villiers had, indeed, no other ; but, while
it would be fcarcely juft to himfelf to deny him qualities
of fpirit and boldnefs that to fome extent accounted for
his fudden and fuccefsful grafp at power, it would be

* D’Ifrael’s Commentartes, 1 270

1 Few things mn the ftory of this profligate time are more amufing than
the attempts f{ubfequently made by a rwval party of lords to fet up young
Monfon. ¢ They made account to nfe and recover their fortunes by fetting
¢ up this new 1dol, and took great pains in tricking and pranking him up;
¢ befides wathing his face every day with poffet-curd ™ Letters m S P O.
28 Feb 1617-8 ¢ Young Monfon’s friends famnt not for all the firft foil,
but fet him on ftll >

1 Iavail myfelf of the repetition of this name to add to Eliot’s eulogy,
on a former page, an opiumon I have fince confirmed by renewing my
acquamtance with Overbury’s profe as well as verfe. Whatever hus defeéts
of charaéter may have been, he adorned literature by many delicate writ-
mgs  Some paffages n the Wity Charaffers appended to his poem of
The Wife, have a rare and choice merit, jomning to mnfinite shrewdnefs of
expreflion, a quiet genuine humour.
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unjuft to one like Eliot, who recognized in him a
fomething not unworthy the allegiance of an independ-
ent and fuperior mind, not to admit that Villiers had
really no lack of fuch ments in abundance as might
fairly challenge the admiration of a nature akin to his
own in its vivacity and quicknefs of impulfe, though of
that purer purpofe and more fuftained refolution which
might well find excufe for hoftility and anger, in later
years, at the ill employment and abufe of what earlier
feemed fo fair.* Not yet, however, does that later time
prefent itfelf; and with the fucceflive fteps in the afcent
of Villiers’s fortunes, thefe pages have no immediate con-
cern. The poor but handfome young cupbearer had
become a knight; the knight had become a baron, a
privy councillor, a vifcount, a knight of the garter, an
earl,a marquis; the marquis had quitted the place of
mafter of the horfe to become lord high admural,t

* D’Ewes, then a keen-witted lad of 19, thus defcuibes Villiers as he
faw him at a tit-match with the prince and fome Fiench lords, m the
yard over agamft Whitehall I ciowded n after them, and feemg the
¢ Marquis of Buckingham difcourfing with two or three French monteurs,
1 jomed them, and moft earneftly viewed hum for about halt an hour’s
¢ fpace at the leaft, which I had opportumty the more eafily to accomphih,
¢ becaufe he ftood all the time he tafked bareheaded. I faw everything mn
“him full of dehicacy and handfome features; yea, his hands and face
 feemed to me, efpecially, effeminateand curious It 1s poffible he feemed
¢ the more accomplifhed, becaufe the French monfieurs that had invefted
 hum, were very {warthy, hard-favoured men  That he was afterwardsan
“ inftrument of much mifchief, both at home and abroad, 1s fo evident upon
““ record as no man can deny , yet this I do fuppofe proceeded 1ather fiom
¢ fome Jefuitical mcendiaries about him, than fiom his own natute, which
¢ his very countenance promifed to be affable and gentle ™

+ The fubtle and {fervile bithop Williams, thus far an unqueftioning fol-
lower of Buckingham, and having no with but that he fhould ¢ be upon
“earth as his piety would one day make him m Heaven, an everlafting
¢ favonitt,” was too acute and faifeeing not to difcern the dangers that lay
a-head when he grafped the admuralty, and in a letter of warning he fo
exaltly antxcxgated what afterwards gave occafion for Eliot’s, bittereft fai-
cafins, that the paffage 1s well worth quoting He 1s pomnting out the
advantages of the Lord Steward’s office ove: others : ¢ The Maiter of the
“ Horfe 15 butt a kmght’s place at the moft, and the Admurall’s (in time of
“ altion) esther to be 1mployed abroad perfonally, or to ive at home 1n that
“ sgnominy and flame, as your grace will never endure to doe I will trouble
¢ your grace with a tale of Dante, the firft Italian poet of note, who bemge
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and difpenfér of all offices and favours; and now the
patent of dukedom was preparmg, and that marvellous
fortune was faft rifing to its cilmmating point; when
the fate of Eliot of Port Eliot became again nter-
woven with it. It is durng the abfence of the lord
high admiral m Spain, whither he went in defiance
of popular feeling to play the game of the court, and
from which he returned in defiance of the court to play
a popular game more hazardous and which indireétly led
to his deftru&ion, that the vice-admiral of Devon enters
on the public {cene.

II. Caprure oF Nurr THE PIRATE. 1623.

Early in April 1623 Eliot was in communication
with the privy-council. It feerms to have been his firft
exprefs employment under their dire¢tion. He has been
bufy prefling feamen for the kimg’s fervice, and has had
ill-fuccefs in the work. Following mftructions fent down
by the commiffioners of the mavy (of which a Mr.
James Bagg, of whom much has hereafter to be faud,
was the bearer), he had iffued precepts to the conftables
in the weftern parts of the fouth of Devon to fummon
all the marmers and feafaring men within their precinéts
to be at fuch places as beft forted with the eafe of the
country and the promptitude of the difpatch. Their
time was fo ftraitened however that his report could not
thow refults at all fatisfaCtory. The appearances to
the fummons were fmall. A large proportion of mari-

“a geat and wealthy man i Floience, and demaunded his opmnion who
¢ fhould be fent ambaffador to the Pope, rmacle this anfwer, that he knew not
‘¢ who,

S1 jo vo chi fta, fi jofkoch: va.

¢« ¢If I goe, I know not who fhall ftay at hormes if I ftaye, I know not who
¢ ¢ can performe this imployment.” Yeat yrour grace ftayeing at home, n
¢ favour and greatnefs with his M%e, maye by your defigne and direc-
“ tion foe difpofe of the Admuall, as 0 engytie glarye witht runmng the
 hazard of Jus perfonal imployment”
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ners had lately gone for Newfoundland. Others had
fecretly withdrawn themfelves on rumour of the intended
order reaching them; for mntelligence of the letters of
the council had been fuffered to get abroad almoft a
fortnight before they were delivered. The refult was
that in Eliot’s belief there was not a tenth man prefent ;
and out of thefe there had been fuch fmall choice, that
any defe& of sufficiency was not to be imputed to his
negle, but to the inadequate time afforded.

Eliot appears to have acted with much caution. e
called to his afliftance a man than whom none bore greater
authority in the weft, who had fat in two of Elizabeth’s
and in all James’s parliaments, and whofe eloquence
had been exerted with effect on the popular fide. I
“had the afliftance of Sir Edward Giles, and with
“his help have preft between this” (he is writing from
Plymouth) « and Dartmouth eighty men, the ableft we
“could meet, and not the worft, I prefume, that have
 been fo entertain’d, for whom we will rather fuffer the
< complaints of the countrie than your honours’ cenfure.”
He went on to {ay that he had learnt from their meflen-
ger, Mr. Bagg, that Mr. Drake had undertaken to raife

e reft of the number required in the eaftern parts of
that fouthern divifion; but as yet he had neither been
afforded dire@ advertifement, or a meeting therein,
as perhaps the time could not aptly grant fuch in the
fuddennefs impofed; yet he doubted not all would
be complete, and that the men would be as good as
many.

The clofe of his letter had reference to failures of duty
on the part of perfons employed as well as fummoned.
He had been informed, fince the ¢ preft,” of divers,
conftables and others, that had committed neglets ; and
of fome that in contempt of the command, after warn-
ing, had drawn their fhips and men out of the harbours.
Againft fuch, as foon as he could meet with them, he
thould effectually take proceeding. For thofe others
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who had abfented them{elves in voyages, he thould crave
the favour to be once again commanded what courfe to
hold at their return. As, in contempt of his majefty’s
proclamation and their lordfhips’ fpecial order, to have
thus departed deliberately and “of purpofe,” was an
excefs of boldnefs, {o thould their punithment be fome-
thing extraordinary to make them an example. “I fhall
“ omit nothing,” concluded Eliot, “of my dutie in any
“of your lordfhips’ fervices; and in this firft imploi-
““ment, I take 1t as a happinefs that your honours have
“caft an eye on me, from whence, if it reflet your ex-
« pectations cleere as my defires, I fhall efteeme my vowes
“heard and granted; by which I doe remain your
¢ lordfhips’ thrice humble fervante.”*

There was much neverthelefs in this communication,
efpecially in its reference to the departures for New-
foundland, and in its clofing intimation of his defigns
againft defaulters, that muft have carried, to fome mem-
bers of the council, a meaning lefs satisfactory than it
was intended to bear, or than it did convey to the
reft. It pointed at the extraordinary influence ex-
erted at this time, to the prejudice of the king’s fervice,
by a man who had placed himfelf above the laws, and
who was fufpected to derive, through the intereft or in-
fluence of privy councillors fworn to adminifter them,
the very opportunities by which he defied them. No
one at all converfant with this period of our hiftory can
have failed to be firuck by the extraordinary lawlefinefs
that prevailed at fea. Our coafts for the moft part were
without watch or defence. The diffolute extravagance
of the court took no heed of the fubject’s claim to pro-
tection ; and if a needy lord could fill his {pendthrift
purfe for a day by help of a freebooter of the fea, the
honeft merchant was helplefs againft the plunderer and
pirate.

*MS S P O 8 Apnl 2623 Elot to “the Rt. Hon. ye Lords of
“his Mate’s moft hon®¢ Privie Counsell.”
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As a confequence, the coafts fwarmed with fuch; but
of all who had fo obtamed infamous diftin&ion, the
moft notorious was Captain John Nutt. This man had
poffefled himfelf of feveral pirate fhips, and no pomt
along the Irith or weftern fea was fafe from his attacks.
His career had commenced as gunner of a thip in
Dartmouth harbour bound for Newfoundland ; on arriv-
ing at which place he had colleéted a crew of worthies of
as defperate fortunes and purpofes as his own, feized a
French fhip with which he fubfequently captured an
Englith fhip from Plymouth of larger tonnage, added
afterwards to his force a Fleming of near two hundred
tons, and having enriched himfelf by ravaging the fith-
ing craft in the Newfoundland feas, had returned, too
ftrong for capture, to the Englifh coafts. This was the
third year of his piracies. He tempted men from all the
fervices by higher wages and more certain pay. It was
by his help that the king’s feamen, fo eagerly waited
for by Eliot in Plymouth-roads, had meanwhile fafely
pafled over to the fhores of Newfoundland. Mayors
and municipalities of feaports and harbours, in both
channels, poured in upon the council complants of his
outrages; of his laughing from his fafe retreat at Torbay
at the attempts to make feizure of him; of his impudently
wearing the very clothes of the men he had plundered ;
of his bragging of the pardons he had received. It was
too true. Copies of more than one pardon, on condition
of his furrender within certain dates (of which the effect
would have been to leave him unmolefted in pofleffion of
his plunder), had reached the hands of Eliot at the very
moment when that refolute vice-admiral had been prefling
him {o hard, that while the pardon alone prevented his cap-
ture, his purfuer had yet fo prefled him to flight that he
was beyond its reach within the neceffary imit of time
fpecified. It appears to have been to Eliot altogether
due that the interceffion for fo worthy an object by fun-
dry of the courtiers and privy councillors, had thus far
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failed, and that pardons twice obtained for the pirate
Nutt had hitherto been rendered ufelefs.

Shortly after his commiffion placing him in direct
communication with the council, the proceedings of this
man were again brought under Eliot’s attention. He
had returned from fea and once more put into Torbay.
Thither immediately went Eliot, and made what attempt
he could to effect his capture. He watched the perfons
with whom he held correfpondence, obtained accefs to his
places of refort, and omitted no opportunity that offered
any chance or advantage of furprife. But the pirate was
too ftrong for the vice-admiral. Riding in a place that
could not be commanded, and landing in great force
when at any time he came afhore, he laughed at
the endeavours to feize him. The complaints againft
him were meanwhile of fuch a character that Eliot fent
up the particulars to the council-table, and defired
advice and inftru&ions. No anfwer was returned to
that letter.

At this very time, however, petitions from perfons
particularly aggrieved by Nutt’s proceedings were
catried to the king himfelf, and by him appear to have
been handed to Conway, with a view to communication
with Eliot. The fecretary wrote accordingly ; and though
his letter, dated the r2th June, did not reach Eliot
until, being ftill left without reply from the council, he
had acted on his own view of the cafe, its fubftance may
be ftated here; to thow both the urgent neceffity that had
arifen, and the kind of offender with whom Eliot had to
deal.

By an information taken in Ireland, Conway faid, it
appeared that Captain Nutt much infefted the Irifh
and weftern coaft, and had committed many infolent
and brutith piracies, to the difturbance of quiet trade
and the great prejudice of his majefty’s fubje&s. Further
it feemed, that fome hopes having been held out to him
of a pardon from his majefty (his majety had already



46 II. Capture of Nutt the Pirate. Boox IT
with his own hand subfcribed two pardons!), the pirate
had been lately in the habit of making his retreat at
Torbay, near which he had a wife and children, and of
occafionally landing there. This information therefore
was given, to afford opportumty to the vice-admiral of
Devon to do a fervice very beneficial to the country, and
acceptable to the king; whofe exprefs pleafure and com-
mandment it was that he fhould employ his beft dili-
gence, care, and difcretion to apprehend the pirate as he
came on land. For the better effeéting whereof, it would
be very important that fuch direttions as the vice-ad-
miral might give in the matter fhould be carried with as
much fecrecy as poffible; that he fhould inform himfelf
what places and companies Nutt was like to refort unto,
either to treat refpecting his pardon, or in jollity to drink
and be merry ; and that fpecial order fhould be 1ffued
along the coaft, without naming Nutt, for the careful
watch of fuch feafaring men as thould come on fhore, and
the ftay of any that were fufpicious. Thefe inftruions,
and what elfe he might himfelf, in his difcretion, expe-
rience, and knowledge of the country, find expedient
to be done in the affair, Conway concluded by com-
mending to Eliot’s careful dire@tion and effectual
purfuit, defiring account to be made to his majefty.*
But before this reached the vice-admural, as I have faid,
the tafk it impofed, with fo evident a fenfe of its difficulty,
he had already, unaflifted, perfeétly achieved. A chance
for succefs had unexpe@edly prefented itfelf. A copy of
the laft pardon granted to Nutt having been brought
under the vice-admiral’s notice, he obferved, upon ex-
amination, that a queftion might fairly be made whether
it did not ftill poflefs efficacy. In reality Eliot feems to
have known that it would not hold in the admiralty-
court. It was a pardon for all piracies committed until

* MS. 8. P. O 12 June 1623 Conway to “Sir John ZEhott,
 Vice-Admirall of Devon, at Pimouth Sent by poft at 8 a clocke
“ the mornmnge.”
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the 1ft of February, but with extenfion of time for notice
to the pirate that might make it valid until the 1ft of May;
it was now, however, near the clofe of that month, and
there was hardly a poffibility of any queftion as to notice
being fuccefsfully raifed ; but if Nutt could be induced to
believe that it had force, there was fufficient ground for
queftion to juftify Eliot before the council for having
appeared to a& alfo under that impreflion ; and, the man
once taken, the amount of public fervice done might
anfwer sufficiently to objeétions fubfequently raifed.
Eliot caufed intimation accordingly to be conveyed to
Nutt through one of his officers, and the refult thowed
that he had not been mifinformed of the pirate captain’s
difpofition to fall into fuch a fnare. Nutt argued the
matter doubtlefs from his own pomt of view, and be-
lieved that Eliot would be more eager to deal with him
for a vahd pardon, when he would himfelf fhare the ad-
vantage of the fine with the lord-admiral, than to play
the lofing game of merely ferving the public by entrap-
ping him 1nto a furrender, and vifiting upon him the
penalties of law.

In the latter end of May, accordingly, Nutt wrote to
him from Torbay, ¢ being then aboard his man-of-war
¢ there.” In this letter he {poke of his having had commu-
nication with Eliot’s deputy, Mr. Randall; of his willing-
nefs to pay 300/. if the pardon thould be forthcoming ; and
of his defire to come afhore for the purpofe of treating,
without expofure to the chance of arreft.  Eliot at once,
on receiving it, rode from Plymouth to Torbay, ¢ in-
< tending by fome conference to perfuade him to come
“ in and fubmit:” but on hearing of the vice-admiral’s
prefence, the pirate’s heart feems to have failed him, for
by the meflfenger who carried Eliot’s meflage he fent
back reply, « that he would willingly have come afhore,
< but his company would not fuffer him, and therefore
< defired to be excufed.”

Eliot had now to confider whether the game was
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worth the candle; whether it befitted him to be lefs
wary than the pirate of perfonal danger; and if it was
wife to ritk, amid a crew of outlaws, the chance of a dif-
covery of the artifice he meant to pradife. But he
refolved to encounter the hazard, and he went on board
Nutt’s fhip on the 6thof June. He then faw and {poke
with him for the firft time.

The firft thing he became aware of, on reaching his
deck, was that Nutt, even while the negotiations for his
fubmuffion were in progrefs, had made prize of an Eng-
lifh merchantman, a Colchefter thip with a cargo of fugar
and timber ; and one of Eliot’s firft remarks appears to
have been that this capture fhould at once be given up,
at which Nutt betrayed fo much fudden indignation as
to place the vice-admiral more decidedly on his guard.
It was, thenceforward, craft againft force for all the reft
of the interview; and craft won the day. The three
hundred pounds originally promied were enlarged to
five hundred. Nutt was to permit Eliot’s officers to
feize, before he furrendered, and in earneft of the
further fines to be paid, fix packs of calvefkins. The
various terms were fettled in the pirate’s cabin, over
a flafk of wine; and when it was afterwards reproached
to Eliot, that, upon the captain of the Colchefter
thip kneeling to him in an agony of entreaty for his
interference to fave what he valued more than life, he
had difregarded the petition, Eliot made anfwer very
much to the pomnt. It is true, {fuch a one came to the
¢ cabin-door, where the vice-admiral was drinking with
¢ Nutt, and petitioned for his fhip and goods when it
¢ was in no one’s power to do him any fervice ; nerther
¢ dared Sir John Eliot earneftly importune Nutt, at that
‘ time, on his behalf; for at his firft coming aboard,
“ when he underftood that the captured fhip was
¢ Englith, ufing fome words fpecial to perfuade Nutt
“to quit her, in refpect the king had now granted him
“ a pardon, Nutt prefently fell into a paflion, and vowed
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“ not to accept the pardon but upon condition to enjoy
¢ what he had. Sir John had not even {poken with
¢¢ the man that knelt.” As to what Sir John meant to
do when he fhould have left the fhip, and Nutt had
completed his a& of furrender, it will be feen fhortly
that his determination was already taken.

The pirate himfelf had fome fufpicion of this, and made
an effort, before his furrender, to get the vice-admiral
once again into his power. When he was at the very
mouth of the harbour, ready to come in, he wrote to
Eliot to fay that warnings had been conveyed to him
that his pardon was naught, and he fhould expofe him-
{elf to arreft if he came on fhore; and he had therefore
refolved not to venture, unlefs the vice-admiral would
firft come on board. But Sir John, ¢ knowing the
¢ danger of the firft adventure he had made going
¢ aboard him in Torbay with a pardon out of date, and
“ not willing to truft himfelf again with people of that
“ condition, in a letter made an excufe for his not
“ coming; and therein fought to give fome affurances to
¢ duffolve his doubts, wherewith he prevailed, and fo got
“ himin.” ¥ Placing him at once under temporary arreft,
and taking fteps to fecure his fhip and her prize, Eliot
again wrote to the council.

Since his laft unanfwered difpatch refpecting Captain
Nutt, he faid, the latter had, upon knowledge of a par-
don which his majefty had been pleafed to grant him,
fubmitted and brought his thip into Dartmouth; whereof
he prefumed to give their lordfhips intelligence with a
view to fuch direétions as they might impofe for his
majefty’s fervice. The pardon was of the 1ft of
February, but it bore extenfion “to fome liberty for
“ notice which it feems he met not until now.” In other
words, though out of date, the pardon might be fuftained

* The various falts ftated in the text are taken fiom the origmal records
of the fubfequent exammations in the admuralty-court MS 8. P. O.
24 July 1623

YVOL. I. E
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on the ground of time for notice of furrender, as to which
opportunity had only now been given. But Eliot went
on to fhow how ill-deferved any fuch grace would be.
There were three months only prefixt (he means that
the condition of pardon was for surrender within three
months of its date) ; the time had expired; and fince
that time, the man had committed many depredations
and fpoils. In one week he had taken at leaft ten or
twelve thips on the weftern coaft; and only on the
preceding Thurfday or Friday, while thefe matters were
in progrefs, he had furprifed a Colchefter brig juft
returned from the Iflands laden with woods and fugars,
which ftill he detained as prize.*

Eliot’s object in this letter appears clearly, when ftated
in connection with the terms of the pardon. Upon thofe
terms, it will hereafter be feen, and upon the fa& of
Nutt’s pofleffion of the Colchefter prize, turned confe-
quences that were ferious to the vice-admiral. Nutt
was to pay five hundred pounds as a fine to the lord-
admiral on the pardon being confirmed to him; and
for payment of this fine (which Eliot by the terms of his
patent would equally fhare), immediate fecurity in goods,
if not the money itfelf, was to be taken by the admiralty.
It was for the council therefore to decide whether the
pardon fhould be treated as boni fide, the fine exacted,
and the man exempted from further confequences; or
whether he fhould be held to have forfeited any affumed
rights under 1t, and be made refponfible for his mifdeeds
in purfe and perfon. Of the view taken by the vice-
admiral himfelf, however adverfe to his own interefls,
the clofing paflages of his letter muft have left their
lordfhips Iittle doubt.

< In thefe things,” he wrote, “ I am doubtfull what to.
“doe without fome efpeciall order. Thefe infolencies
“ which he has heer acted, and foe latelie, upon our owne

MS S.P. O Elot to the Council. Dartmouth, 1o June 1623.
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¢ merchants, makes me thinke his majeftie will refent
¢ them as his owne wrongs, and not worthie of his par-
¢« don. The reputation of that grante is foe large, as I
“dare not difpute his majeftie’s intention; but, as
«{fomething too high, I muft flie to your lordfhips’
“ favors for conftruttion, which I moft humbly crave.
¢« My defires ftrive to avoid the danger of an ignorance;
““and as they would not conteft his majeftie’s pleafure,
“soe I [truft] to be held free of negle& in my
“place. The leaft word from your honours fhall
“breake this difficultie, and levell me a waie to the
“{fervice I profefs ; which I fhall follow with my utmoft
“diligence, and in all thinges ftudie to be knowen his
“ majeftie’s and your honours’ thrice humble fervante,
«J. Evror.” A hard fervice, then, for an honourable
man to follow! in which, the neceffary force for
protection of the fubje& being withheld, craft had to be
employed in its place; and officers of flate, in mere
deference to its fupreme authority, had to cover with
elaborate forms and profeffions of refpedtful courtefy,
their indignation at pardons extended to public rogues
and plunderers.

We are flill, however, only on the threthold of the
ftrange ftory of the capture of Captain Nutt.

While the affair of the capture was in progrefs, and
Eliot remained watching Nutt in Dartmouth, intelli-
gence was brought to him which called on the fudden for
official interference, and thowed, 1n a chara&eriftic way,
his energy and his humanity. One of his officers informed
him of a plot laid between the fkipper of a large Ham-
burgh thip laden with corn, and a Dutch crew that, after
difmuffal from a fhip of war, had come from Plymouth,
by which the Hamburgh fhip had been furprifed and
taken while fhe lay at anchor in Torbay; ¢ from
“whence,” as Eliot afterwards wrote to fecretary Con-
way, ‘they were going with her to feeke fome other
“ purchafe, and foe to have furnifht her for a man of

E2
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< warr.” No fooner, however, had the tranfaction been
difclofed to the vice-admiral, than, as he wrote to the
privy-council, ¢ weighinge the lewdnefs of fuch actions,
“ how much they tend to the publicke prejudice,” he
manned forth himfelf a little barque with thirty or forty
men, attacked the plotters in poffeflion of their prey,
recovered and brought the fhip into Dartmouth, and
packed off the delinquents to prifon. Both intent and
plot were confefled on their examination, to which he
had called 1n aid the mayor of Dartmouth and the com-
miflioners of the cuftoms; and the fkipper proving as
great a delinquent as any, 1f indeed not worfe than the
reft, he had fent him to gaol too.

A ftriking paffage occurs in the account of the exploit
which Eliot appears immediately to have tran{mitted to
the council. After mentioning his retention of the prize
of which he had thus obtamed poffeffion, he continues :
¢« The corne beginns to heate, and will impaire much in
« g Iittle ftaie; soe that ther muft be fome prefent courfe
< taken to prevent the lofs that otherwife will follow. It
“is a good quantitie, and might be a great helpe to this
<« countrie, which now fuffers a hard neceflitie and dearth,
¢ and labours much with the miferies of the poore. But
< therein I dare doe nothinge without your lordthips’
“ order, which in a matter foe important I hope your
¢ lordthips will be pleal’d to honor me with. The
« praiers of the poore will therein ever follow your
¢ Jordfhips ; and the countrie fhal be bownd to acknow-
« ledge {oe large a benifitt and fupple.” *

The letter clofes with affurance, on the other hand,
that, upon the leaft word from their honours, he would
fee the cargo carefully difpofed for the beft advantage of
my lord-admiral, or whom it fhould concern; <“and
« the provenewe to be juftlie accounted, which will here-

* MS 8§ P O Elot to the Council Dartmouth, 12 June 1623
Endorfed ¢ About a fhip feafed laden with rye, coram the V. A the M. of
¢ Dart the Com’ of the Cuftoms.”
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< after leflen much if it be not forthwith taken.” He
wrote at the fame time to fecretary Conway, informing
him of the details of the occurrence ; and urging that in
thefe things the want of a fpecial commiflion difabled
many {uch occafions from being turned to account, where
refiftance was at all to be apprehended. ¢ Becaufe I
« have no warrant ex-officio to hazard anie man’s life,
“and I fhould be loath of myfelf to make an adventure
““upon the lawes.” In what levelled with his power, he
added, no man thould more faithfully, none more readily,
follow the fervice of his fovereign. He could fue to be
employed, and, if it were not a fault, therein be am-
bitious ; but his abilities were far fhort of fuch defert,
and he would not, under his weaknefs, have his majefty’s
fervice fuffer. Yet in what Mr. Secretary fthould think
him worthy to be commanded, he would ftrive to exprefs
himfelf Conway’s ¢ moft affeGtionate fervant.” *

The defire exprefled in thefe letters for the people’s
help and benefit, is mamfeft in all Eliot’s official notices.
He appears to be on every occafion, alfo, {crupuloufly on
his guard to keep the nature of his commiffion diftinétly
before the council, and, by pointing out the limits of his
powers, by adverting always to the claim of the lord-
admiral, and by claiming nothing in the way of profit
to himfelf that does not ftriétly fall within his patent, to
avert the danger of perfonal imputations. It 1s not the
lefs neceffary to keep this in mind becaufe he will be
found to have failed in his obje&, fo important to an
honourable man in an age of vice and difhonour.

As to Nutt, though the lords of the council fill con-
tinued filent, they were not fuffered to remain at reft, for on
the very day, the 12th of June, when Conway had written
to Elot at the king’s defire, the mayor of Dartmouth,
Mr. Thomas Spurwaie, was addrefling my lords upon the

* MS. § P O Elot to ¢ the Rt Hon. Sir Edward Conway, K,
“ Secietarie to hus Mat, att Court.” Plymouth, 16 June z623.
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fame fubje@t. The recent return of Nutt from New-
foundland had affected the diftri& as with a fudden panic,
and on all fides they were ftretching out hands for help,
when the help of Eliot {fo unexpeéedly came. The
worthy mayor appears to have been filled with admira-
tion of the fubtlety and fuccefs, and ¢ the wife and dif-
< creet carriage of our Sir John Eliot, vice-admiral,” in
having at laft brought to bay a man who had committed
fuch barbarous ravages and cruelties ; and not lefs with
wonder at the circumftance of certain private gentlemen
having been folicitous to obtain pardon for him. Mr.
Spurwaie defcribes the laft robbery he had committed
on the fhip of Colchefter “which came from the Wefter
“Ilandes loaden with fugar and woade to the value of
€ 4000/. or there aboute,” and his cruelties to her crew.
He had literally ftripped them of their clothing, which
his own men put on; and in this ftate Nutt and his fel-
lows had had the infolence to parade themfelves on the
quay fince they came in, counting on his majefty’s con-
firmation of the pardon, “ boaftinge of its large extente,
¢ and not athamed to weare the clothes of thofe poore
“ men in there fighte, from whom they tooke them few
“ daies fince; a parte fo audatious and barbarous as was
“ never hard or {eene in our nation. My goode lordes,”
the excellent magiftrate continues, « feeinge thefe cruelties
“and uniuft curfes, I have adventured to putt aborde
¢ thefe poor men, in pofeffion of there goodes, and have
¢ taken a fhore the fayles in my keepinge for the better
faftie, waytinge whether your lordfhips will further
¢ command me herein.” The good Mr. Spurwaie thinks
it right further to add to this account an admiring men-
tion of the good fervices alfo done by the vice-admiral
in the matter of a Hamburgh fhip,* captured by a crew
of rafcally Flemings, and retaken without bloodfhed by
the promptitude and gallantry of Sir John Eliot. And

Antg, p. 51,
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having counted it his duty fo to advertise my lords, he
prays God to increafe them ¢ with all honour in this
< liffe and in the lyfe to com eternal happinefs.”*

This letter was delivered to my lords on the 15th of
June, by which day, though Eliot was ftill without reply
from the council to his own difpatches, he had received
the letter we have feen addrefled to him by Mr. Secretary
Conway on the 12th of June; and to this he had replied
on the 16th of that month. After ftating his willingnefs
to expofe himfelf to all hazards and travail for the hap-
pinefs of giving fatisfaction to his prince or his country,
he tells Conway of the proceedings taken as to Nutt be-
fore his letter was written ; of his having advertifed the
council-table of the fears of the country, and defired
advice from them; of fuch advice not having been
vouchfafed ;- whereupon, while waiting their anfwer, and
having no hope by open attempts to effe&t anything
upon Nutt, he had pradtifed another way to allure him
whom he could not compel, and upon hope of favour
to make him ftoop ; to which end he had gotten an exem-
plification of an old pardon which his majefty formerly
granted, and with that, and fome perfuafions, had prevail’d
upon him and brought him to fubmit and to bring his
thip into Dartmouth-port. The refult had been to free
the trade; which his lying on that coaft had fo much im-
peacht ; and to give no {mall content to all the merchants,

* The letter (MS S. P O), which had been fent by meflenger, marked
“haft haft give thefe with fpeede,” beais not only the endorfement
“Recd at London the 15th at 4 afteinoone,™ but alfo a note very cunoufly
fhowing the route taken by the meflenger, and the fucceffive dates and ftages
of his journey.

< Hartford bridge paft 5 in the morning

¢ Stroud att 3 in the afternoone

¢ Exceter at 1o mn the night the 13th of June

¢ Att Honyton about 2 in the morninge June x4th

“At Crewierne paft 7 i the morninge June 14th

¢ At Sherborne at 1o 1n the morninge 14th

¢¢ At Shérsbry paft xu. of the kloke at noone the fame day

¢ At Sarrem paft uj. inth . .. . the fame day

¢¢ Andever paft viy. of clocke n . . . . . the xiy. daye of June.”
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who as much feared his going to Newfoundland as the
evils they fuffered from him at home. Having fecured
him thus, Eliot proceeds to fay, he inftantly again gave
intelligence to the lords of the council, fent them a true
relation of what had pafled, and importuned them to
give him needful dire&ion. He enclofes to Conway a
copy of this letter, which already has been quoted ; and
then acquaints him that Nutt’s {hip remains in fafety
without danger of getting forth, having her fails all taken
from her, and a guard on board her which he had
placed : but for the perfons of the men, he had thought
it beft not to touch them, until he thould be informed of
the extent of his majefty’s intentions in the pardon,
whereof he dared not be interpreter.*

To this a fhort but emphatic replyt was fent by
Conway from Wanftead on the 20th, to the effedt
that without having regard to any pardon he was to
apprehend and put in fafe cuftody Nutt and his
accomplices, and was further (if not already done) to
fend up Nutt himfelf to the lords of the council. He
was to feize, and place in fure hands, the pirate’s thip ; and
all the goods (““he being held to be verie rich”) were to
be kept < without embezelling.” He was alfo to enquire
of, and keep until further orders, all goods brought on
fhore ; in what hands foever the fame fhould bt found.}
And thefe inftruGtions were accompanied by a letter in
which the higheft commendations were beftowed on Eliot
for his fervice ; and wherein it was intimated to him that
when the time fhould ferve for his attendance at court
to render perfonal account thereof, he would be admitted
to the favour of kiffing the king’s hand.

* MS.S P O Elotto Conway, 16 June 1623.

+ Conway could not afterwards pretend not to have been fully acquainted
with the cuicumftances of the capture at the time when this letter of
inftruétions was fent, for the copy bears the endorfement ¢ acknowledgment

““of the receipt of his of the 16th™ n the Conway letter book (MS )
8§ P.O

S. P. O. Conway to Eliot This letter was to have been fent “by
¢ Gegh the meffenger , > but 1t was ultimately ¢ fent poft at noon.”
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Before thefe inftru&ions arrived, as Conway appears
to have anticipated, Nutt had been already fent up
prifoner to the council-table. An order to that effe&®
from my lords, dated the 13th, had reached the vice-
admiral four days later, with which he immediately com-
plied. To Conway’s letter, Eliot makes grateful anfwer
of his unworthinefs for fuch grace as through his favour
he had received, to kifs the facred hand of his fovereign
in the account of his poor fervice concerning Nutt; and
he muft acknowledge Conway’s great noblenefs that
could defcend to the recommendation of fo mean endea-
vours, which in nothing fufficed to exprefs his affections,
or thow how much in fuch commands he coveted his
majefty’s fatisfaction. Since fending up Nutt to London
he had placed his crew under arreft, and according to his
majefty’s directions fhould continue them in fafe cuftody.
Concerning the thip and goods, he had neglected nothing
that might fecure all that was brought in with the fur-
render, or make difcovery of any parcels that might
before have been landed. Some fuch he had found and
taken into his own hands, where they fhould remain until
his majefty pleafed otherwife to difpofe them. ¢ One
< cheft I yefterdaie recovered, wherein it was fuppos’d his
< treafure laie ; but I finde it foe unfitt a mention in this
“place as I dare not fpeake what a1t does containe.”
The reft would carry, he feared, Nutt’s own emblem,
the worft ; which he could not yet make better. But
thould it appear hereafter lefs ill than he feared, he
would give his honour all due intelligence.*

On the very day when that letter was written, however,
the 25th of June, a communication had been forwarded
to the mayor of Dartmouth, importing into the affair a
new and unexpected element. Through fome members of
the council, an order of the admiralty-court had been

* MS § P. O. Elot to Conway. Plymouth, 25 June 1623. Endorfed
by Conway “Sir John Elott, concerning his proceeding with Nutt the
¢ Piratt and his men and goods.”
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obtained for reftitution to her owners of the Colchefter
fhip; and immediate compliance with this order, iffued
by way of commiffion to the mayor and two others,
one being the provincial judge of admiralty, Mr. Kifte,
was directed to be enforced without delay againft the
vice-admiral. Eliot appears inftantly to have fufpected
fome unfeen influence working agamnft him. He had
himfelf, from the firft, made no fecret of any part of this
tranfaction ; and had ftated that he temporarily held this
thip only in truft for the admiralty, until the queftion
as to Nutt’s pardon, involving payments due to the lord-
admiral, thould be determined by the council. Nutt,
who was known to be wealthy, remained primarily re-
fponfible to her owners; and the temporary detention of
the fhip by Eliot, to whom they would wholly be indebted
for her ultimate reftitution, was fimply to retain for that
time a power over Nutt, that might be ufed to compel
him yet to give back more largely of his ill-gotten gains.
In any cafe, Eliot feems to have felt that to proceed as
now propofed, fuperfeding his authority as vice-admiral
by an inferior officer of the court, and without further
notice of his reprefentations as to the conditions of the
pardon, was an unworthy and defigned flight to himfelf.
Believing that he was fecure in the good opinion of Con-
way and the favoyr of the king, which had juft been
exprefled to him fo ftrongly, he determined to refift.
His decifion was communicated to the council by the
mayor of Dartmouth, by Mr. Kifte, and their affociate,
Mr. Staplehill. ¢“Right Honorable,” they wrote, « May it
« pleafe your lordfhips to be advertifed that wee received
« Jetters dated the 25th of June laft from your lordfhips
«directed to us and to Sir John Eliot knight Vice-Ad-
< mirall of the county of Devon, by which wewererequired
“uppon fight therof to deliver a thip and goods belong-
““ing to certaine merchantes of Colchefter latelie taken
““and brought into Dartmouth by Captaine John Nutt
“a piratt: which (according to our duties) wee were
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“ready and willing to performe, and mett togeather,
““and attended onely this fervice thefe three dayes laft.
¢ But the faid Vice-Admirall hath not onely denyed the
“delivery of the fame, but hath now -taken up and
“carried away your lordfhips’ letters and alfoe a com-
“miffion direéted to us, out of the high Court of
¢ Admiralty, for the fame purpofe; by meanes wherof
“wee cannot performe that fervice which was by your
“lordfhips commanded. Soe in all duty we humbly
“take our leaves. Dartmouth this 4th July 1623.
“Your lordfhips’ in all humble duty and fervice to
“coflaund. Thos: Spurwaie Maio. Will™. Kifte.
¢ Aldred Staplehill.” *

But Eliot had mifcalculated his means of fuftaining
himfelf in the refolution he had taken, and had now
to learn the ftrength of the influence, which, from what
feemed to be a very abyfs of defeat, captivity, and hope-
lefs difgrace, the pirate captain could yet direét againft
him. That month of July had not reached its clofe,
when the vice-admiral of Devon lay a prifoner in the
Marfhalfea; and, by the middle of the month following,
there had paflfed under the king’s own hand, the fame
which Eliot was to kifs in full reward for having refcued
the land from Nutt’s piracy and plunder, a free and
unconditional pardon to the pirate and plunderer.t

Before fhowing what other hand it was that fecretly
had been pulling the frings, and had effeéted fuch
fudden changes, it becomes neceffary to exhibit the na-
ture of the charges preferred againft Eliot before the
council. They are fufficiently curious to juftify fome
detail; and, taken with the circumftances already related,
they complete a fingular pi¢ture and illuftration of
the time.

* MS S.P. O Endorfed ¢ A le* from the Mayor of Dartmouth con-
“ cerning Sir John Ellot

+ The pardon bears date the 18th Auguft, and, under that date, remains
m the ftate paper office (MS.) of that month, '
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AT

III. Berore THE ApMIRALTY COURT.

The charge as to the Colchefter fhip and her cargo ap-
pears at once to have broken down. No pretextwas found
for alleging that Eliot’s proceedings in that matter were
in any refpeét wanting in good faith. There 1s never-
thelefs no doubt that the arreft of the vice-admiral had
been paffed at the council, upon a complamt handed in
by the captain of the Colchefter thip, which, as it 18 in
its way a curiofity of letters, I prefent exactly as it may
ftill be feen in the ftate paper office.

“The 4™ of June nowe p~fant Captaine Nutt tocke
“ our fhipe fume twoe leags of Dartmouthe and caried
“hur into y° road of Torbaye whear he and his cum-
¢ peny remained veuinge and ferchinge hur untell nexte
““daye in y° after none after ward Captaine Nutt went
“aborde his owne thipe and thether y° vifambrall
“broughte y° faide Captaine his pdone, and havinge con-
“ferd clofly y° spafe of twoe owers in y® cabine of y°
< fhipe of y° faid Nutt y° vifambrall returned athore all
“this tyme y° faid Nutt tocke nothinge from us butt
¢“y® Ambrall Returninge aborde agamne w™ all fpeed,
“went w' y° Captaine aborde our fhipe and in his
<« p~fance hoyflted out 14 cheftes of fugar y* w™ beinge
¢“out y° Ambrall returned afhore againe he being gone
¢ Nutt cawfed y° haches to be fhett and noe more fugars
¢ to be tacken out of our fhipe, butt p~fantlie forced all
“y°* men w belonged to our fhipe to goe afhore only
“w'™ y° clothes thaie had onft their backes and after-
‘¢ wardes caried our thipe into y° harbour of Dartmouthe
“wout anny one of our men whear wee are informed
«¢y® Ambrall makes price of hur.”

The “ vifambrall,” by which the reader will have dif-
covered that the vice-admiral is meant, had little diffi-
culty, as may be fuppofed, in difproving the charge of
having attempted flagrantly to play the pirate himfelf;
feeing that even Captain Nutt, eager to faften upon him
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every kind of imputation, found this particular one too
ftrong for him. He had no recolleétion of it, he faid
in his examination ; and the worthy owners of the fhip,
the Edward and John, by name Mr. John Eldred, Mr.
John Wells, Mr. William King, and Mr. Edward Hafler,
fubfequently bore teftimony that fhip and cargo had been
reftored to them without a cheft of fugar wanting. It
was yet upon a charge {o made, that the councl fent
their meflenger to bring Eliot up to London; com-
mitted him to the Marfhalfea prifon; and afterwards
referred it to the judge of the admiralty, Sir Henry
Marten, to make report therein.

Nutt was the firft perfon examined by Marten.
Defcribing himfelf as of Limpfton, in the county of
Devon, mariner, and ftating his defire to obtain a par-
don, the overtures of Eliot, and the condition for pay-
ment of 500/., he went on to fay that he fignified at the
fame time to Sir John that he had no monies then ready;
whereunto Sir John wrote him anfwer that he muft have
money, or money’s worth, howfoever he, Nutt, came by
it, or elfe the pardon could not be procured. Then,
after Sir John had promifed to procure his pardon, that,
he then beng with his man-of-war in Torbay, Sir John
fent him word either by Randall or Norber (one was
deputy, the other marfhal, to the vice-admural), that
that was no place for him to ride in to get anything,
and therefore he ought to go out to fea. And further,
Sir John wrote, in a letter to him, that it was to no pur-
pofe for him to ride m Torbay, and willed him to go
out to fea until he had his pardon. (Being afked, upon
this, where the letter was, he replied that he had it not,
for that Sir John took it among others when he took
his cheft from him.) Alfo that Sir John’s deputy, Mr.
Randall, on coming to him with a meflage, had told
him that at Dartmouth there were divers fhips laden
with goods and money out of Spain, whereof one had

received fifteen hundred pounds for freight ; #4ey would
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be worth the taking ; and if he could fingle out the one
with the moft money, his mafter (meaning Sir John)
would work for all. And that it was not till about ten
days after his meffage from Sir John, and eight or nine
after Randall’s remark, that he feized the Colchefter thip
with fugars.

Nutt alfo depofed, as to goods delivered to the
vice-admiral during the negotiation, that three or four
days after his firft letter, he fent unto Sir John, out of
his man-of-war, being then under fail not far from Tor-
bay (by Richard Randall and John Norber, who came
aboard him there in a boat), thirty dozen of calvefkins;
and Sir John himfelf never had anything elfe, though
- what benefit otherwife by the furrender might have been
made he knew not; but Randall and Norber had four
pieces of baize for themfelves. He added that thofe
officers came to him four or five times aboard his man-
of-war, and treated with him to deliver them fome goods
for their mafter’s behalf; but he never delivered them
anything except the thirty dozens of calvefkins and the
baize. The reft Sir John had feized. All that he
brought into this kingdom, Sir John difpoflefled him of,
and. took into his cuftody and charge; comprifing his
man-of-war with twenty pieces of ordnance in her, and
with cloth, hides, tallow,* and fuch like things, worth
altogether about a thoufand pounds ; and the Colchefter
thip and her goods, worth about four thoufand pounds.

Further, Nutt depofed that after he received his par-
don from the vice-admiral, he never took any fugars
out of the Colchefter fhip, or forced or beat the men out
of her; but he confefled, that, a little before he received
the pardon, he did hoift ten or eleven chefts and a half

* The calvelkins given up and feized, as well as the tallow, weire after-
waids claimed as ftolen pioperty A petition lies with the other papeis in
the ftate paper office fiom one Richaid Holwoithy, owner of a Buiftol
thip, defiung 1eftitution of ceitan calvetkins and Irfh tallow, captuied from
Iﬁxls fhip by Nutt, carried into Dartmouth, and delivered up to vice-admural

10t.
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of fugar out of the faid Colchefter fhip into his man-of-
war, and did turn her men out of her; but {o foon as
his pardon came in, he gave over, and the vice-admiral
was not aboard when he hoifted out the fugars, neither
had he encouraged or willed him fo to do: but after the
fugars were received into his man-of-war, the vice-
admiral being then aboard her, one of the merchants
did kneel to the vice-admiral to fpeak to him, Nutt,
not to take his goods; to whom the vice-admiral
replied, you may have your fhip again to get more, al-
though you lofe your goods.

The moft material point of the firft charge againft
Eliot was thus denied by Nutt himfelf, though he could
not help alloying with a falfehood even that {mall grain
of truth. The charges advanced by himfelf carried with
them their own refutation; for it would have taxed even
the malice of particular members of the council to have
given femblance of belief to fuch a monftrous accufation,
as that Eliot had openly, by letter and by meflenger,
while at grave ritks purfuing this man’s capture, en-
couraged Nutt in the moft fhamelefs and dangerous
clafs of his piracies, and pointed out to him profitable
fources of plunder. His officer Randall,* being {worn,
folemnly denied their truth. He faid 1t was foul
calumny to afcribe to the vice-admiral any fuch thing.
He denied emphatically having been fent on any fuch
meflages, at any time, as Nutt had fworn. But for him-
felf, he faid, he had replied to queftions put to him both
by Nutt and his company, on occafions when he had
boarded the pirate, refpecting fhips in the harbour of
Dartmouth ; and he certainly had mentioned that one of
them had received fifteen hundred pounds for freight. But
he did not thereby in afly way encourage a defign upon
any of thofe fhips. He vehemently denied having
fpoken the words with any fuch purpofe, “but only on

* Who defcribes himfelf i his depofition as “of Dartmouth 1n the
¢ county of Devon, merchante.”
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« the demand and inquiry of the faid Nutt and others of
his company;” and he never in any manner had ufed
his mafter’s name. Not the lefs, Sir Henry Marten
told him at this part of his evidence, had he been guilty
of a grave mifcondué in talking as he did, being deputy
to the vice-admiral.

Being afked as to the fubftance and effe&t of the con-
ferences on the part of the vice-admiral, had with Nutt
on the occafions when he {o boarded his fhip, Randall
ftated that he did not go until Nutt fent for him, and,
then firft feeing him, Nutt told him he was at that time
defirous to become an honeft man and to fotfake thofe
courfes that he then followed, if he might come in upon
his pardon ; to which end Randall, having been afked to
procure him conference with Sir John Eliot, rode to
Plymouth to Sir John and brought him to Torbay, but
Nutt would not then come athore to Sir John, nor would
Sir John go aboard to him, and fo Sir John returned
and went to Dartmouth, from which place he wrote to
Nutt, who fent back by Sir John’s meflenger (himfelf)
an anfwer with a meffage that he thould ftay till next
morning in Torbay for another letter from Sir John,
and next day accordingly Sir John fent him back to
Nutt with anfwer by word of mouth. What the
letters of Nutt and Sir John might contain, he knew not ;
but the anfwer by word of mouth was, that Sir John
was defirous to have Nutt ftay where he was till he
thould receive fome news from London; whereupon
Nutt faid he fhould ply off and on there upon the coaft,
but he durft not ftay long for fear of foul weather and
contrary winds.

Finally he was queftioned as to what monies, jewels,
or goods he had at any time reeeived from Nutt, either
for himfelf or any others; to which he replied that on
the fecond occafion of his boarding Nutt’s man-of-war,
there was put into his boat by Nutt, who was then under
fail going out to fea, fix packs of calvefkins containing
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about thirty dozen, and four pieces of fingle baize;
which, on returning out of the man-of-war into his boat
he found therein, and with which he put off and went
athore, seizing the fame for the lord-admiral’s ufe,
landing them at Dartmouth-quay, making the cuftoms
men acquainted therewith, and then putting them into
the vice-admiral’s cellar in Dartmouth; fince which
time the calvefkins had been delivered to the proprie-
tors, but the baize ftill remained in the cellar. He
again, at the clofe of his examination, emphatically de-
clared that no fuch meflage, or words in any manner
implying fuch a fenfe, as that ¢ Torbay was no place for
“ Nutt to ride in to get anything,” had ever been {fpoken
by himfelf, or borne to any one from Sir John Eliot.
Sir John was then put under examination. Of the
leading circumftances he gave plainly and fimply the
account already embodied, and occafionally quoted,* in
this narrative ; and which his letters, written while under
no fufpicion of the poffibility of fuch queftions as were
afterwards raifed, bear out ftrictly in each particular.
Until the interview at which he proffered the pardon, he
had never feen Nutt; and excepting fix packs of calve-
1kins, laid afide at once for the lord-admiral’s ufe, he had
received from him #nothing. By boarding Nutt’s war-fhip
as he did, he had placed his own life in peril; and the paf-
fion exhibited by that worthy, on Sir John’s remonftrating
at the piracy committed fince negotiation was opened with
him, fhowed how immnent fuch peril had been. In-
dignantly Eliot declared, that fo far from encouraging
Nutt’s wickednefs in any way, he had done everything,
not only of himfelf but through others whofe teftimony
he challenged, to diffuade and difable him from its com-
* dnte,pp 47-9 The paflages m imverted commas are taken from Eliot's
examination before Sir Henry Marten By means of the feveral depofitions
before the admiralty-court, which are preferved in the ftate paper office,
and with the help of letters and other documents alfo ftill remaining thete, I

have been enabled to fupply, in a form which 1s 1n all refpects fubftantially
reliable and accurate, the narrative in my text

VoL. I. F
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miffion. Nutt’s own brother-in-law had appealed to
him on the pirate’s behalf, pending the firft overtures
from Nutt; and to him he had made it the condition of
any pofiible favour that there fhould firft be abandonment
and reftitution * of all thofe fpoils and rapines which he
“ committed upon the coaft.”

As for having ever fent him word that Torbay was
no place for him to ride in, Eliot laughed to fcorn that
ftatement. His great defire had been throughout to
keep Nutt by treaty  Torbay. It was the fpecial
object of all the endeavours he fo perfeveringly made,
that the man fhould not remove from the coaft until
there might be fome means ufed to get him in; and the
delays were in no degree attributable to himfelf, but to the
failure of replies which he had “daily expected from the
¢ lords of the council.” This laft was a home thruft;
and he dealt not lefs effetively with the extravagant
affertion of his having fent to inform Nutt of fhips
worth taking that had come from Spain.

Let Mr. Rooper and Mr. Dove, of Dartmouth, be
fent for, faid Eliot. They would prove that imme-
diately at the time to which this ridiculous charge re-
lated, he had, through them, arranged with the mafters
of that very fleet of fhips at Dartmouth of twenty or
twenty-one fail, which had juft come out of Spain, “to
« furprife Nutt in Torbay ; to which they agreed and
¢ appointed with him at the firft opportunity to go
“ out upon him; but before they could get forth, Nutt
“ was chafed away by a Holland man-of-war.”

To queftions having relation to the Colchefter fhip,
to the goods taken from Nutt, anc} to the amount of fine
to be exa&ed for the pardon, Eliot anfwered 1n the fame
frank and decifive tone. Upon the negotiation being
opened, Nutt was to give three hundred pounds for
the pardon; but at the interview he agreed to give
five hundred, of which due entry was made for fatis-
fa&ion of the lord-admiral. Nutt had never, in his
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prefence, taken any chefts of fugar out of his Colchefter
prize or forced the men out of her; but though he
did not fee this done by Nutt, he heard, before
going on board his fhip, that fome chefts had been
moved and the men beaten out. He had himfelf re-
ceived from Nutt, before his furrender, nothing but the
fix packs of calvefkins that were feized by his officers for
the lord-admiral’s ufe. The fa& of this feizure was
notorious in Dartmouth, and formal notice of it had
by his orders been immediately tranfmitted ¢to Mr.
¢« Kifte, the judge of the admiralty in thofe parts.”

Such were the examinations taken by the chief judge
of the admiralty in London, Sir Henry Marten ; and 1t
now remains to tell what courfe was thought not unbe-
coming in a chief judge of thofe days (and a very fair
judge as times went, with certainly a favorable difpofi-
tion towards Eliot), to whom it had been referred to
decide upon charges againft an officer of ftate in his
own c_llepartment, preferred by the lords of the privy
council.

IV. Justick with Respect oF PErsons.

The examinations were taken on the 24th of July,
and on the 25th Sir Henry Marten wrote to the council.
According to their reference, he faid, he had called
before him Sir John Elot, Captain Nutt, and a man
(Mr. Richard Randall) whom Nutt avouched to have
uttered, as from Sir John Eliot, certain lewd fpeeches
importing an incitement of him to commit more piracies,
upon affurance of his pardon as well for thofe as for the
former piracies. Herewith he had fent to their lordfhips
the anfwers of the three witnefles to his queftioning, of
which, fo far as they concerned the fubje& propounded
in their lordfhips’ reference, he conceived the {fum and
fubftance to be—That Nutt charged Sir John to have
given him fuch encouragement as aforefaid, both by

F2
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letter and by his meffenger Randall; but Randall en-
tirely denied any fuch meffage, or any other ill office
done him by dire&ion of Sir John; and the pretended
letter of Sir John, Nutt had not been able to produce,
alleging it was taken from him among other things in
his chefts.  Randall had however confefled fome words
{poken by himfelf to Nutt’s company, which in his (Sir
Henry Marten’s) opinion implied a very difhoneft and
wicked fenfe. Of Sir John’s examination, Sir Henry
fimply faid that he had completely and utterly denied
every accufation. And fo, without other remark, he
moft humbly fubmitted both them and the caufe to their
lordfhips’ wifdom and cenfure.* He thus carefully
avoided any expreffion of opinion as to Eliot, though it
did not admit of doubt that he muft have formed one;
and there will afterwards appear reafon for believing that
he was hardly more furprifed or uneafy than Eliot him-
felf at his continued detention in the Marfhalfea. He
was in truth a man with much fenfe of juftice in him,
and he appears from the firft to have wifthed that Eliot
fhould be treated with as little harfhnefs as might confift
with the convenience of Mr. Secretary and my lords.
He had not on fuch eafy terms, however, as at firft
he feems to have fuppofed, altogether got rid of this
troublefome affair. On the 28th of July, the Duke of
Buckingham’s fecretary, Mr. Aylefburie, a perfon high
in his confidence, urgently wrote to fecretary Conway,
to inform him that Sir John Eliot, vice-admuiral to my
lord in Devon, had told him there were divers cafualties
in his charge of which he was to make account to my
lord, being tied thereto by his letters patent; and that
he feared left, by reafon of his forcible detention in Lon-
don, my lord might fuffer thorough fome negligence or
mifcarriage of bufineffes in Devon. With this he could
not but acquaint Mr. Secretary, in duty to my lord and

MS$ § P. O Sir Henry Maiten to Conway 25th July, 1623.
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no otherwife; conceiving that it became him not to be
filent in his mafter’s fervice, when matters of that nature
were in queftion. Which, in all humblenefs, he left to Mr.
Secretaty’s wifdom, defiring pardon for his boldnefs,
which had no other ground but Mr. Secretary’s noble
and tender care of my lord’s affairs; whereof, though
the meaneft, he had yet been a true witnefs from time to
time.*

Well might Mr. Aylefburie fay fo; for “my lord,”
in all that pliant and fubmiffive court, had no fervice
more phable than Conway’s. He had been lifted into
favour, now fomething lefs than two years paft, by the
mere fa& of Buckingham pronouncing him to be “ex-
< cellent company ;”+ and duty to “my lord ” had fince
been the law of his being. Strong as had been his
acknowledgment of Eliot’s fervice, in Nutt's capture,
before the objections interpofed by the council, his in-
tereft for him fince had appeared to have marvelloufly
flackened ; but the poflible anger of ‘““my lord” was a
new confideration, and, replying to Mr. Aylefburie by
a letter which he defired him to take to Marten, he
wrote to Marten himfelf, and he wrote to Eliot.T To
the judge went the great duke’s man accordingly ; and
on the 4th of Auguft reported to Conway that Sir Henry
would immediately be ready with the further letter de-
fired in the bufinefs of Eliot, and that Eliot had made
him acquainted with what Mr. Secretary had fent to him-
felf, which, though it gave him a notice he had never
expected, he was yet much bound to his honour for.
Mr. Aylefburie clofed his letter by affuring Conway that
his condué declared his noblenefs to my lord, and jufti-
fied the high efteem 1n which the writer well knew that

* MS § P. O. Dated ¢ Weftminfter,” and endorfed “ Mr Aylefbunie
¢ concerninge Sir John Eliott

+ This, wrote Chamberlain to Carleton on the sth Otober, 1622 (ftate
paper office, MS ), with a dath at prophecy which the refult fhowed him to
have made not too confidently, s like to make him fecretary. >

I Thefe letters all bear date the 2nd Auguft from < Salifburie.”
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&T,

his gracious mafter held Conway’s faithful love and
friendfhip.*

Sir Henry Marten’s fecond letter in Eliot’s bufinefs
bears date that fame 4th of Auguft, and its opening in-
timation reveals to us, as well the chara&er of the re-
queft which Conway had made to him, as the name of
the perfon who in fecret had been influencing all thofe
proceedings taken by the council againft Eliot that
had made {o vaft a change in his profpeéts and pofition,
fince the day when his majefty’s fecond {ecretary
of ftate had eagerly and prematurely promifed him the
favour of kiffing his fovereign’s hand. This was no
other than his majefty’s principal fecretary, Sir George
Calvert, foon to avow himfelf a Roman-catholic and re-
tire acrofs the Atlantic with the title of Lord Baltimore,
and for the prefent {o bufy in looking after his colony in
Newfoundland as to have thought a fervice rendered to
his interefts there, by a pirate captain, atonement enough
for all that pirate’s atrocious crimes, and reafon fufficient
for fetting up a confefled infamy above the fame and
fervice of an Englifh country gentleman of rank and
efteem, himfelf a high officer of ftate.

Marten begins by acknowledging Conway’s letter
concerning Eliot. Already he had taken examination of
the latter by order from the council-table, as well as de-
pofitions from Nutt and Sir John’s deputy, copies of which
he had fent to Mr. Secretary Calvert, with what {feemed to
him the brief effe® and fum thereof. Then, after re-
peating what in fubftance he conceives this to amount to,
and efpecially indicating Nutt’s failure of proof as to any
of the charges made, he goes on to fay that to deliver fuch
a conjecture or guefs of the ftate of the caufe as his honour
required, would produce a long difcourfe, and one not
neceflary to the confideration of whether Sir John's pre-
fent liberation might not be expedient. It was his opi-

* MS S P. O Dated “from Weftmimfter for y* Honor.”
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nion that he ought to be enlarged. To keep him longer
in imprifonment, at this time, muft of neceflity be very
inconvenient to his majefty’s fervice and my lord-
admural’s profits; whereas to enlarge him upon fitting
cautions until my lord’s return could breed little incon-
venience. On the other hand the inconveniences to my
lord by his longer reftraint would be—

Could a judge, addrefling a fecretary of ftate in this
reign, have argued a man’s title to imprifonment or
freedom in a fafhion more appropriate, having the
evidence and proofs of innocence or of guilt before him,
than by fhowing in how far the one or the other would
be convenient or inconvenient to my lord ?

—The firft inconvenience would be, that Sir John
having under his charge, to the ufe of my lord,
divers fhips and goods to a great value, he might
pretend for an excufe that in his abfence they perifhed
or were diminithed. The fecond inconvenience was,
that he and his deputy Randall being both im-
prifoned, all things belonging to the lord-admiral
were negleéted in thofe weftern parts. And the third
was, that this time of the year afforded ufually greateft
matter of bufinefs, and required by occafions moft care
and attendance of my lord-admiral’s officers, As for his
majefty’s fervice, that muft of neceflity {uffer, becaufe, by
the law of this realm, the principal employments of that
nature were {o tied to the perfons of the admiral and his
lieutenant or deputies that without them they could
not legally be performed by fequeftrators. As for ex-
ample, a feflions for the admiralty ought at this time to
be kept in the Devon vice-admiralty for the execution of
fome of Nutt’s men, who, being twenty-three in number,
did fo pefter the prifon that an infection was feared; as
to which, Sir Henry continued, he was daily importuned
by the magiftrates of that country, who did alfo advife that
if they thould all be fet at liberty they would undoubt-
edly do fome notable mifchief, and a feffion could not
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poflibly be held there without Sir John Eliot the vice-
admiral—

Such feverity on occafion can this confiderate and
impartial judge affume, that while he hefitates to declare
whether Nutt fhould hang Eliot or Eliot fhould hang
Nutt, he entertains no doubt of the propriety of Eliot’s
going down to hang Nutt’s crew, whofe {ole crime con-
fifted in the fa&, that they had been the accomplices and
agents of Nutt’s far greater crime.

— Since, therefore, Sir Henry continued, in his appre-
henfion it fo much imported the fervice of his majefty
and my lord, that Sir John Eliot thould continue in the
place of his government until my lord-admiral’s re-
turn, and his being there in fuch interim could in any
cafe do little harm “if he be cautelouflie bayled,” it was
to be hoped that that plan might be adopted. In the
mean time (he is really too juft not to add), he muft do Sir
John Eliot this right to fay, that his bringing in of Nutt
was fattum bonum if not bene; for, though Nutt did folicit
for his pardon, and offered thereupon to come in, yet he
ceafed not to pillage and commit outrage upon all the
veflels he could meet and mafter, until the day when Sir
John Eliot did gull him with the fhow of an exemplifi-
cation of a pardon out of date. And fo, with thanks to
his honour for having eafed his heart by the affurance
that his majefty had nor withdrawn from his judge
of the admiralty his ufual annual favour of two bucks,
“the very conceit whereof would have done him more
“ hurt than any bucks could do him good,” he humbly
takes his leave, and refts Mr. Secretary’s moft humbly
to be commanded.*

That was on the 4th of Auguft; and whether Mr.
Secretary was likely to have given greater heed to its
moving interceflion for the rights of my lord, or to its
unmoved intimation of the probable innocence of Sir

*MS. S P O. Endorfed “for y* honour,” and, by Conway, S
¢ Henrie Marten, concerning Sir John Eliott’s bufines.”
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John, it is not given to us to know; for now his
fellow fecretary appears upon the fcene, not fcrupling to
exprefs under his own hand a fympathy for ¢ that un-
¢ lucky fellow Captain Nutt.” The effe of Sir George
Calvert’s letter was to trouble the judge of the admiralty
with two more queftions, which may be given, with the
replies, from Sir Henry’s draft, full lying in the flate
paper office.

¢ ] have endeavoured according to yo' command to
¢ returne you fome fatisfakory anfweres to the quefl-
¢ tions which yo* H. yefterday propounded to me, con-
¢ cerninge Captayne Nutt.

« Quzft. 1. Whether Captayne Nutt did command
“any pyracy after S* John Ellyot had been with him
¢ and thewed him his pardon ?

« Anfwere. 1 doe not find he did, but untill that tyme
¢ that S* Jo. Ellyot was with him and thewed him an ex-
¢ emplificion of his pardon he did daylye continue his
¢ pillaging and {poyling of all that he could meete and
¢ mafter, which were very many fhips as I underftand.

“ Q. 2. What refitution hath been made of the
¢ fhips and goodes taken by Captayne Nutt.

 Anfwere. Since he came in, the Admiralty, by
¢ direction of the L% of his Majefties Councill, hath
‘ made reftitution to the proprietors of the Colchefter
“ fhip and goodes as alfo to the Briftow men of their
¢ goodes.

& And Nutte’s man of warre and the reft of the
“ goods by him brought into Dartmouthe doe ftll re-
‘ mayne there in fequeftradn.

“Henry MARTEN.” *

Mr. Secretary Calvert pronounced thefe anfwers of
Sir Henry’s to be fomewhat of the drieft, and thought
‘“he might have made his certificate fuller if it had

* Endorfed by Conway, ¢ Sir H. Marten’s opinion concerning S*
¢ John Elliot’s bufineffe, and touching Captayne Nutt the pyiate,”
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« pleafed him, and with as good a confcience alfo.” So
difficult was it for the warieft of judges to pilot himfelf
through thofe quickfands and fhoals of my lord and two
ftate fecretaries. However, Sir George Calvert confoled
himfelf by thinking that Sir Henry’s cold comfort
might yet fuffice to give his majefty fatisfaction; and
went on, with a very fufpicious earneftnefs, to proteft that
he was not himfelf to recerve any dire& recompenfe from
the objec of the king’s grace, if fuch grace fhould be
extended. In other words he was not to have any fhare
in Nutt’s well-known gains. ¢ The poore man,” he
plaintively continued, “1s able to doe the king fervice,
“if he were employed ; and I doe affure myfelfe he doth
“{oe deteft his former courfe of life as he will never
“enter into it againe. I have been at charge already of
“ one pardon, and am contented to be at as much more
« for this, if his ma® will be gratioufly pleafed to graunte
¢« it. Wherein I have no other end but to be gratefull to a
¢ poore man that hath been ready to doe mee and my
« aflociates courtefies in a plantacdn w*® we have begunn
“in Newfoundland, by defending us from others w*
¢ perhapps in the infancy of that worck might have
¢ done us wronge. And this is all the end and intereft
] have in it; not looking for any manner of recom-
¢« pence from Nutt, or any friend of his whatfoever,
¢ upon the faith I owe unto God and his majefty.”* His
majefty could not refift the appeal. Captain Nutt was
pardoned, and Eliot was left to the lords of the council
to be dealt with as they might determine.

In a letter addrefled to fecretary Conway from his
houfe in Alderfgate-fireet, dated on the 1oth Auguft,
Sir Henry Marten makes a comment on this refult of
the affair much too charaderiftic not to be given in his
own words. ¢ Right Honorable,” he wrote, “I have
“ rec': now two lr€s from yo" hono" the latter dated the

*MS. S P.O Endorfed «for yowmfelfe,” and, by Conway, ¢ Mr
¢¢ Sect. Calvert, Receipt of the copie of theawaird. . Capt. Nutt’s pardon.”



;219-1613 The Brace of Bucks. 75
« gth of this, by wen I underftand his Ma®* refolucon to
« continue S* John Elliott in prifon grounded as upon the
«¢ynformaCon of the lordes. [ am glad I did forbear to
“delis my own opinion of the fate of his caufe leaft
“phaps 1t might have differed fomewhat. Well! I pray
< God this turn not moft to the difadvantage of my Lord Ad-
“mrall! In yo' hono™ former Iré of the 7th of this
< moneth I receaved inclofed warrantes from his ma" for
<3 Brace of Buckes, for w® I moft humbly thanke his
«“ma®, and heerin allfo as for yo* many other noble
¢ favo™ acknowledge my felf for e obliged to bee Yor
“hono™ faithfull fervant to bee commanded, HENRY
“ MARTEN.” *

From which it is clear that the worthy judge of the
admiralty was at leaft the better by two of his majefty’s
bucks at the clofe of this tranfaction; and it only
further remains to exhibit what was felt and faid by
Sir John Eliot while his fortunes thus were under confi-
deration, and with what degree of equammity he has
feen the vice-admiral of Devon weighed in the balance
with that freebooter of the fea, whom fecretary Calvert
called the unlucky fellow Captain Nutt, but whom /e
called a plunderer and affaflin.

V. In THE MarsuaLsEa PRrison.

Conway was at Salifbury when the order for Eliot’s
arreft was 1ffued, and on his return Elot addreffed him in
language of temperate complaint. His letter is dated
from the Marfhalfea in Southwark on the 2gth of July.
As his fervices in the reducement of Nutt, he wrote,
had received large reward in his noble acceptance, and
had been by him recommended to his majefty, he thould
hope now, with the fame grace, to find fome favour for
himfelf who was in nothing more affetionate than to

*MS § P O. Marten “to the right honble. Sir Edward Conway,
¢ Knt, one of the principall Secretaries to his Mte.”
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become his fervant. The directions in that bufinefs
which Mr. Secretary had given him, he had faithfully
profecuted; and in every point concluded {o happily, that
he had prefumed it thould have given him fome fatisfac-
tion of his endeavours, whereof his honour already pof-
fefled a juft account. But thofe endeavours had been
otherwife interpreted. A fuggeftion had been made to the
lords of the council, and thereupon he had been fent
for up, and by them committed to the Marfhalfea until
further examination could be made. By order of the
table, Sir Henry Marten was to report what he found;
and, to fhow his diligence upon the command of the
lords, that learned judge ¢ fent for fome of my officers
“out of the countrie and ftrilie examined both them,
< and myfelf, and others, concerning the paflages of that
“bufinefs; but met not a circumftance which had anie
« appearance of my mifcarriage.” Upon this, Eliot
continues, Marten had prepared his report to fatisfy the
lords (he had doubtlefs informed Sir John that fuch
was his intention, with what truth has already been feen);
but before it was defpatched, the fittings of the council
were diffolved, fo that nothing could be done. By that
delay he was like to be continued in the Marfhalfea
during the whole vacation, unlefs his honour, to whom
he was now a fuitor, pleafed to favour him. He aflured
himfelf that Conway’s own noblenefs would incline to
fome refpeét in the cafe, as well for the bufinefs itfelf,
wherein he had, as vice-admiral of Devon, {pecially fol-
lowed Mr. Secretary’s command, as for the fervice of
my lord-admiral, to whom he knew that Mr. Secretary
was a friend, and whofe affairs in the country, at that
time committed to his vice-admiral’s truft, ftood very
uncertainly by reafon of the writer’s having been hurried
fuddenly from thence. Befides a great charge of fhips and
goods, wherein my lord might fuftain prejudice by his
abfence, there was the lofs of “all new occurrents” that
would have to wait for his neceffary attendance.
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Poor Eliot! hetoo isfain to ufe the argument for his
own liberation which he knew then to carry greateft weight
with the fovereign and the fecretaries ; and lefs to ftate his
claim as of right, to which any individual in thofe days
could fet up {mall pretenfion againft an order or warrant
of the council, than as matter of convenience to my lord.
Happily it was this,and other like experiences, that nerved
him to the later firuggle for guarantees of perfonal liberty
to all his countrymen, in which though he loft his life,
he obtained his fame and his immortal remembrance.
His letter concluded with a requeft for Conway’s help.
He had forwarded a petition for immediate hberation
to the king; and as Mr. Secretary had been pleafed
already in the matter to reprefent his fervices to his
majefty, would he now alfo, in the fame, further that
petition for his liberty, and give it the afliftance of that
power which could {foon accomplifh his defires? < Were
] in anie thing faultie,” Eliot touchingly added, ¢ I
¢ would not dithonour your worth with the title of my
¢ patron; but beinge onlie unfortunate, I hope to find
“ you foe noble as I thall not languifhe heer.” FEither
the judge of admuralty himfelf, or the duke’s perfonal
fecretary, appears to have entirely mifled Eliot as to the
nature of the report fent in by Marten to the council ;
for he proceeds to repeat to Conway that fuch report had
been wholly favourable to him, and that his misfortune
now confifted folely in the fa& that the breaking up of
the fittings of the council had prevented its taking effect.
He goes on to fay that if the manner in which his own
anfwers before the admiralty-court had been fet down,
fhould in any point feem to import not enough to fatisfy
his honour, he is confident that Sir Henry Marten would
readily, upon the leaft command, certifyall he had depofed.
He fhould never prefent his honour with anything un-
true, and he prefumed to find fuch free entertainment
at his noble hands that his hopes might at once recerve
both motion and life. He fhould therein become a
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demonftration of Conway’s virtue; and though it might
exceed his own deferving, the world would have more
occafion thence to celebrate Mr. Secretary’s worth, which
he fhould ftill admire, and in all duties be ready for his
commands, wherein he was devoted his honour’s thrice
humble fervant.*

Conway’s reply undeceived the prifoner of the Mar-
fhalfea upon fome points as to which he had been moft
confident. It informed him that other confiderations
were now in queftion befides Sir Henry Marten’s report.
It told him that his carriage throughout the affair had
been diftafteful to fome of the lords, who had been able
in confequence to prejudice the king by complaint againft
him. It alfo ftated the interference of the other fecretary,
Sir George Calvert, and the offence which had been
given to him by the mode of Nutt’s capture.f This
latter point had already, indeed, been urged againft him,
when firft brought before the council; but he had
rephed to it, there, by affurance that he acted without the
leaft knowledge that the pardon, of which he availed
himfelf merely as an artifice, had been obtained at the
interceflion of a fecretary of ftate; and the idea now
prefented to him in Conway’s letter, of his having in all
likelihood fought to crofs fome claim of fecretary Cal-
vert's on Nutt by fubftituting one of his own, appears
in fome fort to take him by furprife. He at once re-
jeéts and repudiates it.

It was true, then, he wrote in his rejoinder (dated from
the Marfhalfea on the 4th Auguft), that, as ftated before
the council, the pardon was at firft procured by fecretary
Sir George Calvert, and he might therefore ‘fuppofe
< himfelf therein croft by me; but my ignorance may
¢ be my apology.” Both to Mr. Secretary himfelf, and

*MS S. P. O Eliot “From y* Marfhal{fea in Southwarke, 29th
¢ July 1623, to Conway, by whom 1t 1s endorfed ¢ Sir John Ehott con-
¢ cerninge hus owne bufinefle »*

+MS 8. P.O.
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before the lords at the council-table, he had vouched
his ignorance of who it was that had obtained the pardon.
He had ufed it only as one out of date, and exprefily as
an artifice. He was fo far from feeking by its means
anything but Nutt’s capture, that he imagined not of
any other thought hid under it. That main end he had
fteadily followed ; and out of the mere thadow, which
he confidered the pardon to be, he had derived fo good
a fubftance, that he prefumed rather to merit than to dif~
pleafe, and did hope to receive a fair conftruétion in all
men’s judgments for the fame.

Conway’s expreflions, in the letter to which he is thus
makingreply,conveyed probably fomething not altogether
pleafing to Eliot, whofe prefent communication had i it,
therefore, more of the charaéter of a {pirited and felf-
reliant proteft than any other writing of his in the affair.
“Iam forrie,” he faid, ¢ my aétions have beene miftaken,
“and that my carriage, which I intended with all refpect to
¢ the fatisfaction and fervice of the ftate, thould diftafte,
“or give occafion to anie of the lords to informe againft
““ me to his majeftie. I defir’d no more honor than to be
¢ publicklie heard and cenfur’d by the lords, had they
“{ate; and now, in refpe@ of the time, I onlie feeke a
“cure for the delaie I am in, which will as well difeafe
¢ the bufineffe of my Lord Admirall, as my private for-
‘““tunes. If I have done anie thing unworthilie, I will
“ not wronge the juftice of my fovereigne, or your noble
“favor, to ftudie an efcape. Not but that I caft my-
“felfe at his majeftie’s feet, and onlie defire your hand
“to raife me up. But, being confcious of myne owne
¢ freenes in all that can be alleadgd, I dare not wave my
“juftification. That were to charge it with the implicite
¢ confefion of a guilt, wherein I humblie praie to bee
¢ excufed.”

In a tone and ftyle not lefs fpirited than this exordium,
Eliot then adverts to the charges which already he had
met, before the council and in his fubfequent examination.
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«At the council-table,” he fays, “two things were
“objected. One, a fecuritie I had taken from the piratt
““to my Lord Admirall's ufe for five hundred pounds.
¢ The other, a receipt of certaine goods from him before
“his cominge in. Both thefe I acknowledg'd; and, as
«I conceive, they are the proper duties of my place.
“ For the goods, which were but of fmall value, I did
“ not onlie take them, but would gladlie have gotten all
¢ the reft he had by any treatie, whileft I was uncertaine
< of his cominge in, that they might be p~ferved for the
“owners. And this I did, not fecretlie to aflume in
“private an intereft to myfelfe, but feizing them to the
“ufe of my Lo. Admirall and the proprietors; for
“whom they were fafelie kept, and have been fince
¢ reftor’d by order from the lords.”

A fenfe of indignant truthfulnefs ran through the
whole of this letter. The facts were ftated fimply, and
with manly affertion of the only legitimate intention or
conftruction they could poffibly bear, in the fight of men
of honour. The fole queftion that could have been
raifed had relation to the five hundred pounds fine
exaed, but in the fecurity it was expreflly named that
this was for the lord-admiral’s ufe; and Eliot now re-
minded Conway of the intimation which he had himfelf
in diftin& terms conveyed, that Nutt was believed to be
rich. For the fecurity, therefore, he continues, ¢ my
“acte I thinke as lawfulle; not tending to the prejudice
““of anie man, but to draw that benefitt to my Lo.
¢ Admirall from the pirat if he had laid up anie treafure
“in forraigne parts; wherein, I hope, your honor will
“ not thinke me an ill fervante.”

The moft remarkable part of the letter, however, was
that which had reference to the perfonal accufations
brought by Nutt againft him. Here Eliot throws off
all referve; and, with a full knowledge of the friends
whom the man had obtained, and of the ftrength of the
influence which yet might be brought againft himfelf,
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he denounces this client and protégé of the king’s chief
fecretary of ftate, as a malicious affaflin. I have been
“fince,” he writes, ““upon the reference, interrogated of
“ other points which the pirat had fuggefted for abetting
¢ him in his villanies, wherein, as I am free in myne owne
¢ knowledge, the examinations and circumftances will I
“hope likewife acquitt me to the world. Of myfelf I
¢{pake not with him, nor ever fawe him before my
¢ goeinge aboard him with the exemplification of his
¢ pardon, upon which he fubmitted and came in. I
“neither by letter, or meffage, ’changed a fillable with
“him to that purpofe, nor had foe fowle a thought.
“This, as I have dilated in my anfwers, I am readie to
“averr upon oath ; and cannot foe much yet undervalue
““my integritie, to doubt that the words of a malicious
“affaffine now ftanding for his life, fhall have reputation
¢ equall to the creditt of a gentleman. Iz Am I wonder
“not to finde that bafenefs, havinge in all things profeft
“himfelf a villaine, and ftained his countrie with bar-
¢ barifmes unheard of ! Seeinge himfelf train’d in by
‘“ me, upon the color of a pardon which was out of date
““and of noe force, and fent up hither with a true rela-
“tion of his deeds, that he might be hang’d, malice,
“without an inftigator, were enough to put him upon
« this revenge!” * But if he had wanted other inftigation,
doubtlefs it was at his fervice. Mr. Secretary Conway
muft have been fomewhat ftartled at this plain-fpeaking.
The dauntlefs and unyielding {pirit which made Eliot
afterwards illuftrious in the Tower, above all the men
whofe greatnefs and courage redeemed the fervility of the
time, fhone through every line of this proteft from his
prifon of the Marthalfea.

At the clofe of his*letter he made allufion to the
danger he had undergone in the fervice that had been fo

*MS S P O. Eliot to Conway. 4th Auguft 1623. A fmall
brilliant feal of red wax 1s flull attached to this letter, of which the {ubjeét 1s
a figure recumbent under a tree, with the legend “TVTVs IN VMBRA

VOL. I. G
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undervalued. He befought his honour to give him
leave to point at the danger he adventured for that
fervice, in going aboard the war-fhip of a man of that
charaé&er, for, had either Nutt, or any of his crew, dif-
covered the intended artifice, he could neither have
expected the fuccefs that followed to the public good,
nor himfelf to have returned with life. Having weighed
or eftimated, therefore, no hazard therein, if he had not
otherwife deferved ill he fhould hope to find protection.
If he failed not much, the original caufe of the diftafte
conceived againft him was his diligence in making avail-
able the exemplification of the pardon; but he was
anxious to learn the terms of the complaint againft him.
He had been bold to enlarge himfelf in that difcourfe to
his honour. The affurance he had of his favour continued,
and he fhould render humble thanks if his honour
would vouchfafe him intelligence of the complaint
againft him. He believed it to have been made upon
the fuggeftion of Nutt, before he had himfelf been heard
or examined, and that the examinations muft have given
fatisfaction refpecting it. Wherein his innocence made
him {o confident, that he fhould fiill hope to retain his
honour’s favour and to be thought worthy the title of
his moft humble fervant.

On receiving this letter Conway could not longer refift
making a final effort for Eliot. He obtained a fitting of
the council, and told him to hold himfelf in readme{% to
appear before them: but agamn Calvert proved too
ftrong for both. He forced fuch bufinefs before the
table, that to call or hear Sir John was impoflible; and,
that occafion being loft, and Nutt flill permitted to
ftand as accufer as well as criminal, Calvert had the lefs
difficulty in getting the king’s fignature to his pardon :
though he remained in cuftody fiill, under the fame
reference of the council by which Eliot had been com-
mitted. In communicating to the latter the attempts
he had made on his behalf, Conway appears now to have
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exprefled himfelf with unufual firength and warmth in
Eliot’s favour, upon every point at iffue in the tranfa®ion.
He had probably a wholefome fear of <“my lord,”
operating with fuch other leaning as he might perfonally
have to the vice-admural ; but, out of whatever motive
he had written, his letter was precifely of the kind to
touch a generous heart. Eliot’s refentments were at
once flung down, and he defired that Mr. Secretary
fhould feel only the grateful fenfe he had infpired.
Thefe two contrafted letters of Sir John, following each.
other {o clofely, are fingularly and happily charaéteriftic
of a ftrong, warm, high-fpirited, yet tender nature.

As all courtefies, he wrote (this letter bears date
the 18th of Auguft), were meafured from their own
centre, and by dire¢t laws were drawn to more or lefs
according to the quality and greatnefs of the doer, fo was
the debt by like diftances enlarged. That confideration
made the writer’s oweings infinite to his honour, who had
defcended to the refpec of one fo far beneath his worth.
It could not but be acknowledged noble in him, however
the unworthinefs of its obje might oppofe the effe.
He confefled himfelf, looking back upon his troubled
life, an unapt fubject for any favour. It feemed as though
he had it caft in his fortunes to be unhappy, fince from
them fo many difficulties were reflected on his beft hopes
that his defires were become troublefome. Sorry had he
been, of late, to be an occafion to his honour of fome
difturbance, in the thought of thofe bufineffes which con-
cerned him. He could not merit fuch great grace; but
if his honour pleafed to pardon him, he fhould give his
whole endeavours for a recompenfe. Though thefe
might not fatisfy, they thould be directed truly to ferve
him, and he would efteem them only as they thould ex-
prefs his thankfulnefs. He had aéted on Mr. Secretary’s
direction. He had prepared himfelf to move the lords
for his ducharge, and had the opportunity for their meet-
ing which gave him hope; but fome other bufinefs

G2
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intervenient, which fuffered him not either to be called
or heard, prevented all. In thefe bad fuccefles he muft
now fubmit to a long expectation, thadowing his inno-
cence under the protection of his honour’s judgment; in
which he was confident of a fair opinion. “Againft all
“crofies,” he concluded, with a quiet manly refignation,
¢« have that comfort, to be therein both rightlie knowen
“and wunderftood. My fufferance will be little
“reftraint, my reputation being free. In that, though
“I cannot fuddamlie f{atisfie the whole world, having
“your hofirable approbation I am fafe. Soe much
“now I crave, for which I fue to kifs your honor’s
“hand; and that T may have leave to be entitled as I
“am vowed your honor’s thrice humble fervante J.
«“Error.” *

It is clear from this letter that Eliot had refigned
himfelf to a long imprifonment. Its exa& duration does
not appear, but he was certainly in cuftody at the
end of September. That is the date of a petition from
Nutt to the council which winds up the affarr with
much appropriatenefs. The pirate is ftill under charge of
one of their meflengers ; but the fame favour to which he
owes his pardon, of which he {peaks with becoming
pride, has alfo obtained him a grant of a hundred pounds
out of his flup and goods feized by the vice-admiral of
Devon. Their lordfhips, that is, have granted, but the
vice-admiral won’t pay. ‘‘Soe,” complans this good
man, “it is, may it pleafe your good lo™, that §* John
“Elyott, being by the Judge of the Admiraltie required
¢ (in regard the goods were in his handes) to performe
“your lo™ faid order, anfwereth that he cannot unles
“ he may have libertie to go into the country. It was
“tould him that was noe excufe; he might fend to his
“deputie. He anfwered he would not. Then the

*MS S P O Eliot to Conway 18th Auguft, 1623 The fub-
jomned memorandum 1s on the back ¢ Hartford Bridg paft X aclock
““ Rec. at Bafinge Stoake at 1 afternoone ™
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“meflenger (in whofe cuftody your petitioner is)
« offered him that he would take up a 100/. here in
« London if he would give fecuritie to paie it at Exeter
¢«to Alderman Provis in fome reafonable tyme. But
« he anfwered he would not; faying the lordes might
¢ keepe him here 77 yeares, for ought he knew ; and that
“yor lo™ faid order did nothing concerne him! Neither
“would he deliver any goods unles it were taken from
“him by comiffion. So that y' lo™ order is verie
“ much {flighted, and nothing at all regarded.” *

That is the laft glimpfe we have of a connection which
for the time, by fo ftrange a chance, linked the for-
tunes of a man {o famous to thofe of one fo infamous ;
and it is fatisfaory to obferve that Sir John’s {pirit has
rifen, rather than flagged, with his prolonged imprifon-
ment. It may have proved to be a trial of his powers
of endurance, not inopportune, which was to fit him for
much that afterwards awaited him. When, in exactly
nine years from this time, he was dying in another prifon,
“low in body, yet as high and lofty in mind as ever,”
one of the news-letter men was writing to Lord Brooke
that Captain Plumleigh had been fent to the Irifh coaft
with one of the thips royal, and two whelps, to {feek out
Nutt the pirate, but was met by him and twenty-feven
Turks who gave him chafe, and had the captain not hied
him the fafter into harbour, might have funk or taken
him.+ With great propriety had the fuccefsful villain
repaid during thofe nine years, by a feries of fuch humilia-
tions as this, the royal favour and ftate prote&ion which
alone faved him from the gallows Eliot had built for him.
He had become, at length, incomparably the greateft
nuifance in his majefty’s dominions. Nothing on the

*MS S.P.O. Addrefled ““to the Right Honorable the Lordes and
< others of his Mat¢™ moft honorable Privy Counfell ™

+ Pory to Lord Brooke. MS § P O =zsth O&ober 1632. The
fame letter contains the mention, hereafter to be quoted, of Sir John Elot
dymg of confumption 1 the Tower.
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feas was fafe from him, and he ftruck at the higheft
quarry. Immediately after that Plumleigh adventure,
upon Lord Wentworth fending over to Ireland a fhipful
of luggage, furniture, wardrobe, and plate, for his due
equipment as lord-deputy, Nutt made prize of the
whole ; and there is no reafon to believe that he would
lefs have enjoyed this capture, if he happened to remem-
ber that Wentworth was very intimate friend to his own
old friend and patron, ex-fecretary Sir George Calvert.

How long Eliot lingered, then, in the prifon of the
Marthalfea, is not known to us. Whether or not the firft
week in Oétober, which witnefled Buckingham’s return
from Spain, and found his vice-admiral fill in prifon, may
be afflumed to be alfo the date of Eliot’s releafe, it is im-
poffible to fay. It s only certain that he was a free
man, and canvafling for a feat in parliament, the fol-
lowing month. With what feeling the lord-admiral
viewed this long and monftrous imprifonment of his
own officer and reprefentative, for gallantly proteéing
the fubject and fpiritedly enforcing the laws againft a
man who had pafled his life in plundering and outraging
both; and whether Eliot’s liberation was even at laft
attributable in any dire¢t way to himfelf; no one has
cared to record for us. For a brief {pace after the return
from Madrid of the Prince and Buckingham, without
the Infanta, everything elfe was whirled away and for-
gotten in the fenfe of deliverance from Spain. Nothing
was audible but the fhout of popular welcome for the
prince and the favourite. ¢ They came to London on
“Monday 6th October,” writes Laud in his Diary,
“and the greateft expreffion of joy by all forts of people
“that ever I faw.” Perhaps Elot himfelf thought
nothing for the moment of his wrongs.

To no man, even in that age, could the promife of
hoftility with Spain have come with more glad and eager
welcome than to Eliot. We have feen what his earlieft
impreflions on this head are likely to have been, and we
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know what were his later and fettled convitions. It
is little to fay that he had never forgotten or forgiven
the death of Raleigh. It was his cardinal point of faith
in public affairs that the Spanifh power reprefented on this
earth the evil principle in politics and in religion. But
before the time (now imminent) arrives, wherein his
quick and ardent fpirit will be feen as refolute againft
evil in the council of the nation as heretofore againft its
champions on a narrower ftage, fome remark may pro-
perly be interpofed on the out-look of affairs at home and
abroad at this extraordinary period in England.

Matters of general hiftory or character are neceffarily
here to be avoided, except fo far as may be needed for
illuftration of individual condu&, or of particular quef~
tions calling forth its diftinétive energies; but it not
more belongs to my defign that the true weight and pur-
pofe fhould be given to individual charaéter by fhowing
its relations to hiftory, than that Iight and life thould be
carried into hiftory by particular details of character.
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BOOK THIRD.
KING JAMES’S LAST TWO PARLIAMENTS.
1620-1—1623-4. A&T. 30—34.

1. The Meeting 1n 1620.
II. Proteft of the Commons of England.
II1. Spanmsfh Match and Fourney.
V. Calumny.
V. Preparation for the Meeting 1n 1623.
V1. Member for Newport.
VII. Prorogation and Diffolution.

I. Tur MEeeTING IN 1620.

O momentous a time as that at which the
parliament of 1620-1 had met, now fome-
thing more than two years fince, had not
%:| been known in England. Only eight years
were pafled fince the youthful German prince, Ele&or
Palfgraf, Count Palatine of the upper and lower Pala-
tinates, carried back to Heidelberg and Munich his newly-
wedded princefs, the eldeft daughter of England: but
events had filled thofe years fuch as make and unmake
kingdoms, and fettle for generations the deftiny of the
human race. Proteftant Bohemia had rifen againft her
Roman-catholic emperor; the young Count Palatine,
not waiting for his father-in-law’s fan&ion, had accepted
the crown offered him by the States; and, after fix
months’ pofleflion of an uneafy throne, was now a wan-
derer, ftripped of his Palatinate as well as of his crown.
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England, filled with hearts throbbing to aflift him, had
been left fretting in van and unfatisfied defire; until
at length even James was fhamed out of his indifference,
and, haftily fummoning that parlament of 1620-I,
feemed to promife the more active interference to which
all that was devout and brave in the kingdom would
have urged and impelled the king.

When the news reached England of the offer, and
before the ele@or’s acceptance, of the Bohemian crown,
there was one councillor of James whofe advice, if taken,
might have faved his dynafty. Archbithop Abbot,*
attacked by gout, and unable to attend the board, fent
by letter to the fecretary of ftate his opinion that the
Palfgraf fhould accept, that England fhould fupport
him openly, and that, as foon as news of his coronation
thould arrive, the bells thould be rung, guns fired, and
bonfires made, to let all Europe know that fuch was the
determination. ¢ Methinks I forefee in this,” faid the
pious prelate, ““the work of God, that by degrees the
¢ kings of the earth fhall leave the whore to defolation.”
Doétor Lingard makes merry with the phrafe ; but what
the brave old man went on to fay, 1s what wifer hiftorians
than Lingard, writing after better ufe of the experience
of two centuries, have feen to be verily and fimply true.
Out of the opportunities then loft iffued diredtly the
Thirty Years’ War. James’s fon-in-law required  only
hearty {fupport, in that critical hour, to have maintained

* No better witnefs to charaéter is borne in hiftory than that which this
brave old piimate diaws from the inftinéhive diflike that exifted ever between
him and the man who was to fucceed him 1n his great office. 1610 The
¢ Lord Chancellor Elfinere’s complamt agamft me to the king at Xmas
¢¢ He was mcited againft me by Dr Abbot, Lord Archbithop of Canterbury
“ ele€t.” Drary ot Laud—who was at that time flowly but furel creeping
up, by help of Carr, into the power and favour which Villiers confirmed and
extended to hum It was not m the open and courageous temper of Abbot
to be tolerant of a nature fo oppofed to his own, ang 1t 15, I repeat, among
the worthieft tributes to his charaéter that the favouute of the two comt
favourites, Someifet and Buckingham, always knew him for his enemy.
“1611, The Archbithop of Canterbury was the original caufe of all my
“ troubles.”  Diary, ’
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his crown, to have broken the power of the houfe of
Auftria in Eaftern Europe, and to have barred the pro-
grefs of Roman-catholicifm for ever.* Our firiking in,
continued the wife archbifhop, ¢ will comfort the Bohe-
¢ mians, and bring in the Dutch and Dane, and Hun-
¢ gary will run the fame fortune. As for money and
 means, let us truft God and the Parliament, as the
< old and honorable way of raifing money. This from
“ my bed, September 12th, 1619 ; and when I can ftand,
¢ ] will do better fervice.” +

Alas for the poor old king, not capable of fervice fo
noble; who thought it peftilent herefy againft divine-
right dorine, that fubjeéts thould depofe their fovereign
for a difference in religion; and from whom all the en-
thufiafm of his people could only win grudging confent
to the difpatch of a volunteer force of four or five thou-
fand men, which he left expofed and unfupported to the
attack of overwhelming numbers. He would not ac-
knowledge the kingfhip of the elecor, or permit in-
tervention, even then, except folely for protection of the
Palatinate; and while the braveft youths of the firft
Englith families were flinging away their lives in the
quarrel fo ardently embraced, fighting againft fearful
odds in both Palatinates, the foolith king was hugging
himfel{ with delight over his dearly-loved Spamith match,
which was to bring pricelefs bags of gold into the royal
treafury, and Gondomar, fecretly inftruéted againft the
match, and incomparably the ableft as he was the moft
unfcrupulous diplomatift of the time, was egregioufly
out-witting him.

Never had the Stuarts any other fuch chance as of
leading that army of the Proteftant Union. It was the
tide in their affairs they then miflfed for ever, and only
thallows and fhipwreck remained for them. While they

» * ’Z)[‘hefe are almoft the very words employed by Ranke (HiZ. of the
opes
+ Cabala . 12. Neal's Hiff. of Purstans, 1. 108, ed. 1822.
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were going one way, the people they would have go-
verned were going the exact oppofite way, and foon or
late the breach could not but beirreparable. But as yet
there was hope; and the people were eager for any
chance to retrieve the loffes lately undergone. The king
himfelf had not been able to fee unmoved his daughter
and her hufband driven as beggars from their homes,
and he would certainly have got them back the Palati-
nate if coaxing or wheedling might have done it. He
tried embaffies; he tried grants of money ; and with fuch
willingnefs had all men contributed to even a hateful
benevolence having that for its excufe, that he refolved
finally to try a parliament. A fhout of pleafure rofe at
that intelligence, and excitement and expectation were
univerfal. Strangers crowded up to London, the ftreets
became thronged with people, and the belief everywhere
prevailed that a blow was yet to be ftruck for the good
caufe.

Sumonds D’Ewes, a fhrewd, obfervant, quick-eyed
youth of eighteen, was among that “greateft concourfe
¢ and throng of people that hath been feen,” which, on
a day of 1ll omen to the Stuart race, Tuefday the 3oth
January 1620-1, faw this parliament opened. He faw
the king, amid magnificent attendance, ride down to
the abbey, and obferved him, as all the great ladies
thronged the windows on his way, fingle out for recog-
nition only the mother and wife of Buckingham. He
faw him nodding particularly to the Spanith ambaffador
Gondomar ; and heard him, contrary to his ufual wont of
bidding a « pox ” or a * plague ” feize fuch as flocked to
fee him, crying out 2 «“ God blefs ye! God blefs ye!”
to the crowds ftanding thick and threefold on all fides.*
He had probably never feen the Englith people with fuch
expreflion as they carried on their faces then. Sympathy
and hope were there. There had not been a parliament

* D’Ewes’s Autobography ii. 2135,
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for nigh feven years, and what but a parliament could
effe®ually help thofe brave Proteftant hearts over the
fea?

Alas that fuch promife bore not its proper fruit!
Neverthelefs this convention, affembled amud cries of
eager hope and gladnefs unheard in England fince the
great queen’s time, fucceeded mn achieving refults that
made it memorable to fucceeding generations, though it
tranfaéted not the fpecial work which it moft defired to
have done. It fat from the opening of February until
nearly the clofe of May, and never before had the voice
of the Englifh people been made fo audible to everyone,
fo terrible to many. To the hopes of the nation it had
fo far been able to refpond as to give vifible form and
preflure to the national grievances and complaints. It
had made itfelf, indeed, the Grand Inqueft of England.
Its fubfidies could not fave the Palatinate. In that
dire¢tion it was powerlefs but by entreaty and prayer.
But nothing that was fairly within its reach had been
dropped from its enquiry ; and, during the four months
pafled fince it met, an intolerable weight of oppreflion
and fraud had been lifted from the land. Trade had
been releafed, juftice purified, and the right to make
offenders againft the public refponfible by impeachment
refcued from the fleep of centuries. Hardly furprifing
was 1t, therefore, that notwithftanding the one great dif-
appointment, the ftill furviving hope and irrepreflible
defire of the people thould have made itfelf felt on the
day of 1ts adjournment, almoft as vividly as at the day of
its meeting. »

On the previous morning the king had received
from both houfes reafons of urgency for prevent-
ing all export of ordnance from the kingdom until
their reaffembling, and for giving free liberty of
trade at the outports; on which latter fubje&, as
the commons were now about to f{eparate, fome
further queftion arofe, and feveral members had taken
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occafion fharply to denounce abufes at the outports con-
ne@ed with the farming of cuftoms; when Sir James
Perrot rofe.* The houfe had been very anxious, he
faid, about his majefty’s cuftoms, and provifion for
the farming thereof at the various ports; but One
other port there was, not named, to which all muft
look as their fureft refting-place when the merchan-
dife, trade, and traffic of this life fhould have an
end, and for that it was more needful that provifion
thould be made. Let them remember the maintenance
of true religion. (Interrupted for a time by the agi-
tation on all fides vifibly increafing, the fpeaker paufed
and then refumed.) He pointed out the defperate con-
dition of affairs abroad; he referred to the king’s
princely and pious proteftation at the opening of par-
liament; and he befought the houlfe that in God’s caufe
and that of his majefty’s children they would declare
themfelves ready, on their return to that place, to adven-
ture therr lives and eftates, all that belonged to them or
wherein they took intereft, for maintenance of that facred
caufe and of his majefty’s royal iffue. Let them place fucha
declaration on record. Let each man be bound by folemn
obligation to the performance of that promife. So would
they difcharge their duty to Heaven, facilitate the treaties
his majefty had in hand with foreign princes concerning
this caufe, and peradventure enable their king to relieve
the diftrefled, to refcue religion, to recover the patrimony
of his daughter’s children, and to perform his own
princely promifes. ¢ Much joy was there at thefe words,”
fays the old reporter, “and a general confent;” where-

* He was the fon of Elizabeth’sIrith Deputy, and had inhented the capacity
and energy of his father ~ Let me here at once remark that the parliamentary
fpeeches to be quoted in this and the next following {eftion are drawn from
a careful collation of journals, printed and in MS , with that moft tull and
interefting report, by a member of the houfe, publithed at Oxford n 1766
from the original MS in the library of Queen’s-college, and contained n
the two volumes entitled Proceedings and Debates of the Houfe of Commons
1 1620 and 1621. (Clarendon Prefs.)
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upon Sir Robert Philips rofe to fecond them with words
yet more bold and plain. Treaties or no treaties, he
faid, let them declare that if his majefty thould not, by
peace, obtain recovery of the Palatinate, and a fettlement
of true religion, at that hour fo fthaken, they all would
undertake, on behalf of the feveral thires and places they
ferved for, to adventure in that enterprife their fortunes,
therr eftates, their lives! As Phulips refumed hs feat, the
excitement had rifen to an extraordinary pitch; and it
was amud ““a general acclamation and waving of hats”
that Sir Thomas Wentworth, the member for Yorkfhire,
rofe to fpeak after him.

Even at that fupreme moment of national fervour and
religious afpiration (‘I hope,” Philips had taken occa-
fion to fay, “every man of us hath prayed for direction
¢ before coming hither this morning !”) the thought of
Wentworth, fuppofed at this time by all the hiftorians
to have been folely for the people, was entirely and ex-
clufively for the king. “He moveth Mr. Speaker
“with the whole houfe may prefent fuch declaration to
“ the king’s majefty, and leave it with him as a teftimony
“of their duty.” No, the houfe would not have 1t fo.
Not as a teftimony of duty to the king, but as a pledge
{olemnly interchanged with each other, and entailing
every perfonal facrifice needful for the national religion
and the national honour, the declaration fhould ftand on
record in their clerk’s book until the time came to re-
deem it, and each member fhould tranfcribe therefrom
a copy for his own ufe. Whether or not it could be
made grateful to his majefty, was not then to be dif-
cufled ; but hardly any pains was taken to fupprefs the
hope that it might coerce him ultimately into war.
¢« Rather this Declaration,” cried Sir Edward Cecil and
Sir Nathaniel Rich, as, after entry into the clerk’s book,
in befitting and noble language, 1t was read aloud by the
Speaker, “rather this Declaration, than ten thoufand
““ men already on the march !”
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So grandly, to the end, pafled away that very me-
morable fitting of parliament. ¢ Joy and confent,” fays
the old reporter, “founded forth with the voices of
““them all, withal lifting their hats in their hands, as
“high as they could hold them, as a vifible teftimony of
¢ their unanimous confent, in fuch fort that the like had
“{carce ever been feen in parliament.” Nothing then
remained but that the Speaker fhould pronounce the
adjournment, when Sir Edward Coke arofe, and de-
firing the houfe to fay after him, recited the Gunpowder-
plot thankfgiving. Tears were in the old man’s eyes,
remarks a member who was prefent, as feveral hundred
voices blended with him in the folemn utterance of
thanks to Almighty God for that in all ages He had
thown His power and mercy in the miraculous and
gracious deliverance of His church, and in the protec-
tion of righteous and religious kingsand ftates profefling
His holy and eternal truth, from the wicked confpiracies
and malicious practices of all the enemies thereof.

Acrofs the gulf of two hundred and forty years we
can fhll hear that prayer from the Englith commons,
reprefentatives of the people their conflituencies, but
alfo fervants of God their creator; and we can under-
ftand what tremendous fignificance the fac carried with
it for all who could read 1t truly.

Unhappily for the Englith court, as it then was,
the fa& poflefled no fignificance ; and when, after a recefs
of five months, parliament met again, the king and his
minifters were as far as ever from bravely afking the
people’s reprefentatives to redeem that folemn pledge
of the 4th of June to which fubfequent events had given
even additional impreflivenefs. The engagement to
which practically the commons had bound themfelves,
was, that if the king’s noftrum for peacefully recovering
the Palatinate thould fail, they would cheerfully, on re-
affembling, give their lives and fortunes for that caufe,
and in a war for the true religion. But, alas! now that
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they were again met, his majefty had only to tell them
that, all his bargaining by treaty having failed, he was
yet as much as ever indifpofed to draw the fword.

And what, meanwhile, were the events that had filled
England more and more with indignation and forrow ?
The upper Palatinate had been conquered and feized by
Spinola ; and, in the lower Palatinate, ftill overrun by his
Spanith wolves, only the hafty levies of one of the free
lances of Germany, Count Erneft Mansfeldt, had faved
fromannihilation the fmall and gallant band of Englifhmen
who volunteered to its defence under Sir Horace Vere.
In Heidelberg, in Manheim, in Frankenthal, fince the
commons feparated on that 4th of June, the nobleft
Englith youths* had ftood at bay againft overwhelming
numbers, and the fuccour promifed them had not been
fent. With war on all fides raging, nobody had talked
of peace but the Englith ambafladors, who had become
the laughing-ftock of Europe.t The very union of
the German princes, as the poor unfortunate Palfgraf
could not but reproach his father-in-law, had been re-
laxed and weakened by the lukewarmnefs of the Englith

* 8ir Thomas (afterwards Lord) Fanfax, of Denton, grandfather of the
giarhamentary eneral, had two fons, William and John, flam m this fiege

enry Lord Clifford, Wentworth’s brother-in-law (afterwards Eail of
Cumberland), faw them die, and told their father that it was not until
¢ they had {corned to accept of the enemy’s offer of fafety, if they would
‘¢ yield themfelves prifoners ™ Another paffage of his letter 15 finkmg
¢ The brave fallies out of Frankenthal were fo often made with fuccefs by
“ them, as I think 1t is impoffible for time to furvive the honourable
¢ memory of them, as for tears to reftore again to life the noble executioners
¢ of them , for (with the lofs of fourfcore of our men) there were flain above
¢ two_thoufand of the braveft Spaniards which Spinola left behind him 1n
¢ the Palatinate »

t In Flandeis they prefented in thewr comedies meffengers bringing news
that England was ready to fend a hundred thoufand ambaffadors to the
affiftance of the Palatinate They depiéted the king m one place with a feab-
bard without a fword , m another place, with a fword that nobody could
draw, though divers perfons ftood pullingat 1t In Bruffelsthey painted him
with his empty pockets hanging out, and his purfe turned upfide down In
Antwerp the Queen of Bohemia figured as a poor Irih  mantler,” with her
hair hanging about her ears and her child at her back, her father carrying
the cradle after her
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king ; and now matters were arrived at fuch a pafs, that,
as Lord Digby told both houfes, ¢his majefty mu/f
«either abandon his children, or begin and wage war.”
His majefty neverthelefs flill ingeminated peace, even in
his very fpeeches for fupply. Give me, he faid, {fo much
for the aid of Mansfeldt to enable him to ftand his
ground in the Palatinate ; and fo much more for another
effort, by treaty, to avoid a religious war. The anfwer
of the commons to both points gave back no uncertain
found.

With what followed in detail, however, I have only
concern here, in fo far as it exhibits the juft detefta-
tion of the Englith people at any intimate alliance with
Spain, and explains the ecftaly of infinite relief with
which they faw fuch a proje& abandoned.

‘The keynote of the tone taken on the requeft for fupply
was ftruck by Sir Dudley D.gges, who had lately added
to his other accomplifhments fome foreign experiences,
and was now, with opinions yet indecifive and doubting,
lending his undoubted abilities to the country fide.
He was for a fupply to maintain fuch hold as was yet
retained over the lower Palatinate, but with no hope of
other good except from a war of diverfion, and no defire
to contribute further unlefs for that exprefs defign. After
him rofe Sir Benjamin Rudyard, who, though conneéed
with the court by his office in the Wards, and earneft fora
prefent fupply, {poke ftill morehotly for religion “battered
“abroad and mouldering here at home ;” which would
no more, he faid, be helped by treaties, but only by that
which none there valued his foul at fo low a price as to
refufe to give, fortune and life to maintain a war. Then
came Sir Miles Fleetwood, for immediate help to the
lower Palatinate, and for giving all that the king re-
quired ; but to him fucceeded Sir James Perrot, who,
claiming efpecially to be heard as having firft moved the
matter whereupon their declaration of June was made,
declared his readinefs to vote any amount of fupply

VOL. I H
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upon two conditions : of which the firft was, that “ what
“we give, to have it difpofed to the end for which
“given;” and the fecond, that no end fhould content
them which ftopped fhort of war. He entered into
fome curious details. He would have them think
what pofition they were in. Their religion called
for help, and fuch help they could render. The country
was poor, but the kingdom was rich. The Eaft India
company had nigh two millions in bank in London, and
the ufurers of the city had at leaft more than a million.
Trade was languithing, and the common people were lying
under grievous burdens; but not the lefs in that great
town was money extravagantly {quandered, and it feemed
as though the nobulity and gentry reforted thither to {fpend
their eftates on jewels and clothes, on toys and luxury.
What would go far to the annual coft of a reafonable
armed force, upwards of a hundred thoufand pounds,
was yearly fpent in tobacco. He would have fuch a
fubfidy as might reftrain that wafte, without obftructing
commerce; and, at once providing laws to fecure them-
felves againft papifts at home, he would have them let
loofe war againft popery abroad. Heretofore they had
done many noble actions. They had vanquifhed France,
they had fupported the Netherlands, they had fupplanted
Wales, they had affronted and refifted Spain; and not
to thow themfelves now for defence of religion and re-
covery of the Palatinate, would be a difhonour to their
hiftory and fame.

Amid the excitement created by this {peech Sir Ed-
ward Sackville rofe. He was a man whom all regarded
with intereft. Supreme in beauty of perfon and feduc-
tivenefs of manner, grandfon to queen Elizabeth’s Sack-
ville of Buckhurft, he was one who had travelled and
fought in many lands, and the fame who had that def-
perate duel, feven years ago, with young Lord Bruce of
Kinlofs in the wet green meadows between Antwerp and
Bergen ap Zoom. Since June he had been himfelf in
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the Palatinate, had talked with Mansfeldt and Vere, and
could fay, without fufpicion of court diflikes or puritan
prepoffeffions, how matters were faring there. Very
brief, but ftriking, was the language he employed.
The paffing-bell, he fard, was now tolling for religion :
but as for one dying, not yet dead. Hope for recovery
exifting full, let them but confider only of two things,
what to do, and what mo# to talk about. Let them vote
fupply ; lefs than the Lord Treafurer had afked, but
enough for the fafety of the troops of Vere and Mans-
feldt; and let them ducourfe of nothing elfe till that
was effected.

Thefe fhort fentences, ringing folemnly out upon the
houfe like the pafling-bell they fpoke of, had produced
an effe& of which the great fpeaker who followed knew
how to avail himfelf. Sir Robert Philips was againft
any prefent fubfidy. Let them raife the needful {fupply
for the Palatinate by other means, and delay further
fubfidy till they fhould meet again as promifed. Could
the houfe doubt, after what they heard, wherein they had
moft fuffered” Reputation and honour were great ad-
vancers of great defigns, and he doubted if any honour
remained to their nation abroad. God added a crown
to the crown of England. God took it away. The
crown might have been kept on the Palatine’s head with
as good right as other Chriftian kings enjoyed their crowns
by, and with as Iittle coft as it would now take to keep
what remained of their own in the Palatinate. In a war
for religion lay their only fafety. He faw not what
was to be done by war for the Palatinate alone. And
let them in any cafe firft fecure themfelves at home.
There could be no fecurity while the papifts, only half
fubjeé@s of the crown, increafed fo much in numbers
and confidence. Spain had their hearts, and how could
they be loyal fubje¢ts? Let the houfe be warned.
They had grown infolent, and difputed of their religion
boldly, and talked of the Proteftant faffion! Let timely

B2
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means be taken to avert this great danger, not leaving
it to the chances of a late improvident repentance. Let
them, by contribution, fupply enough to maintan
Mansfeldt and Vere; and at their next meeting, by all
needful fubfidies, let them prepare for a thorough war.
Yes, cried Sir Edward Giles, Eliot’s countryman and
friend, taking up the note at the pitch whereto the
laft great fpeaker had raifed it; yes, and to make a
thorough war we muft do as the great queen did, not
only defend but enrich ourfelves.  Elizabeth fought the
Spaniard at home, and found out his Indies. Do you
the like. Guard, too, againft popery among yourfelves,
for now it is brave and daring everywhere ; and attempt
no more by treaty, unlefs with drawn fwords in your
hands!

In the fame bold outfpoken ftrain, taking up the
argument of Philips, and producing fcarcely lefs effe,
fucceeded the wife and honeft lawyer Crewe. He was
againft any prefent giving. Before even declaring him-
felf for war, he defired firft to know againft whom they
were to fight; and he was not for fighting with a treaty
in one hand and a fword in the other. Ever was more
loft by the treaty than was gained by the fword. Let
them not give now, but firft know their enemy. He
warned them that if they did not bend their forces
againft zhe Spaniard, nothing would be gained. It was
he who fupplied the means for the war now raging;
it was he from whom all evil counfel had come; it was
his encouragement that made popery in England fo
common and fo bold. They muft give good laws
before they impofed freth burdens, and they muft pro-
teét themfelves againft domeftic as well as foreign foes.
There could be no halting between two religions. Let
the kingdom be cleared of jefuits. Let the only walls
built around them be their thips.  Let them but have
hope their prince would be matched to one of their
own religion. Then let them give willingly and largely,
celers et plend manu !
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II. ProtesT oF THE CoMMmoNs oF ENGLAND.

The madnefs of the court in perfifting, againft fucha
{pirit as this in the leaders of the nation, with the fche{ne
for intermarriage of the prince of Wales with the Spanifh
infanta, feems almoft incredible. Though it had long
been rumoured and talked about, no one out of the
court believed it to be poffible. But nothing could
move the king from what he conceived to be his mafter-
piece of kingcraft, to outwit France by fo powerful
an alliance, to get back the Palatinate without a war, and
fo to fill his treafury with the dollars and doubloons of
Spain, fo to gather up fome part of her accumulations of
Weftern ore and of Eaftern fpices, as to have no more need
of a parliament at Weftminfter for many a day! Thus,
while yet the commons were difcuffing conditions and
amount of {upply, the long talked-of and univerfally dif-
credited match had come again in queftion, and the
allufion of Crewe fupplied all that was needed to fet the
houfe aflame.

The very fpedtacle of power and greatnefs at this
time prefented by Spain, and which had dazed and be-
wildered the poor old Englifh king, was precifely the fecret
of the refiftance made to her, and to the principle of evil
fhe was believed to reprefent, by the brave and gallant
men who reprefented the Englifh people. The people
themfelves ftill remembered for whom their favourite
Raleigh had been facrificed, and ftill awfully regarded
her power as the fource of every poflible difafter.
Though the great queen had dealt her fome heavy
blows, and foreign conqueft had begun to make ravage
upon her both weftward and eaftward, fhe was ftill the
empire largeft in extent, and apparently exhauftlefs in
wealth, exifting on the earth. The more need there
was that the truth fhould be told of her, and that it
fhould be admitted plainly who it was that occupied
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that throne, outfhining indeed the wealth of Ormuz or of
Ind, but affociated with as much arrogance, fin, perfecu-
tion, and darknefs, as had ever made war againft the Moft
High.

%Vhen the king’s fecretary, Calvert, backed by his
colleague in the reprefentation of Yorkthire, Sir Thomas
Wentworth, had done all that feemed poffible to allay
the ftorm, Sir Edward Coke arofe. His breach with the
court was at this time complete, and his fervice to the
commons had won for him, during the recefs, a profe-
cution inftigated and fupported by the party of the
favourite. After broadly avowing himfelf of the opinion
of Sir Robert Philips, that more fhould be known before
anything was given, he proceeded to launch out into a
feries of the moft fierce invectives againft Spain. He
detailed her cruelties and her treacheries, her fecret con-
fpiracies and affaffinations, her incurable falfehood and
bad faith. It was Span who had prompted a long
fucceflion of attempts on the life of their great Elizabeth ;
who fent Lopez, a Spaniard, to read to her in philofophy,
and to poifon her while he read ; who bribed fervants n
her ftables to place poifon on the pommel of her faddle,
fo that, laying her hand thereon, fhe might perith; and
who, thirty-three years ago, while her commiffioners were
in Madrid treating of peace, fent hither the Grand
Armada. Could anything good come out of that land?
Was not the firft rot, or {cab, that came among Eng-
lith fheep, brought by one out of Spain; and did not of
all difeafes the moft loathfome come firft out of Naples,
one of the dominions of the Spanith king? Let them
take timely warning, then, that never came there hither
anything from Spain that did not either damage us or
endeavour it !

So fpoke the refolute old lawyer, acceflible no longer
to either hope or fear; and his {peech, of which thefe
are but the moft diftant hints, was long and bitterly
remembered. There was hardly a man in the houfe, ex-
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cluding the minifters and their friends, among whom muft
be reckoned Wentworth, whofe heart did not leap to
that {cathing denunciation of the powerful enemy of his
country and his faith. Never yet had been levelled fo
daring an affault on the darling project of the king;
and in the temper excited by it, Philips rofe and carried
a propofal to refer the whole fubje&t of fupply to com-
mittee, which thould be inftru&ted to include in their
report as well religion as fupply. A general thout of
aflent arofe. So we did in the great queen’s time. So,
in 27th Elizabeth, when the fovereignty of the Low
Countries was offered her, we debated it in committee.
So, when the Low Countries afked for aid, it was de-
bated here. It is good to follow ancient precedents in
fuch weighty caufes and bufinefles. Thus therefore it
was determined; and two days had not paffed when
the committee brought in their report.

It was read amid great excitement. It declared the
recent dangerous increafe of popery in the kingdom,
and its caufes; it fet forth the objeéts of the Pope and
of his deareft fon, the King of Spain, as in thezone cafe
a fpiritual fupremacy, and in the other a temporal
monarchy, over the whole of the earth; it defcribed
thefe two powers, neverthelefs, as claiming and obtaining
the allegiance of Roman-catholics in England ; it pointed
out the hopes that had been raifed upon the difafters of
the Palatinate, and the ufes made of them; and it
afferted that the Englifh Roman-catholic party, fo en-
couraged, and further exulting in the report of an in-
tended marriage between the prince of Wales and the
Spanith infanta, were now reforting in crowds to mafs in
the chapels of foreign ambafladors, were fending their
children to foreign parts to be educated in a faith alien
to that of England, and were permitted everywhere to
compound for forfeiture on eafy terms. It then, in wife
and well-meafured words, proceeded to juftify, for de-
fence of religion and the ftate, the repreflive meafures it
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demanded. The Popith religion, it declared, was incom-
patible with Proteftantifm and with Freedom. It drew
with it unavoidable dependency on foreign princes.*  Its
reftlefs {pirit admitted no equality. If it once got a con-
nivancy, it would prefs for a toleration. If it obtained
toleration, it would infit upon equality. If equality
were achieved, it would afpire to fuperiority ; and never
would it reft till it could trample on the true religion.
Wherefore was his majefty adjured, by the glory of
God, whofe caufe it was; by the zeal of right religion,
in which the members of that houfe had been born,
and by God’s grace were refolved to die; by the fafety
of his royal perfon, which was the life of his people; by
the happinefs of his children and pofterity, and the
honour and welfare of his church and ftate — now,
fpeedily and effectually, to take the fword into his
hand ; to reunite the princes and ftates of the union,
weakened and broken by his falling off ; to bend the
ftrength of war, and turn the point of his fword, di-
rectly againft the king of Spain; to fruftrate evil hopes,
and fecure fucceeding ages, by marrying his fon timely
and happily to one of his own religion; to give order
for the Englith education of Englifh children; and to
prefs all due and neceffary forfeitures. Which done, that
houfe, by their daily, hearty, and devout prayers to the
Almighty, the great King of kings, would contend for
a blefling on his majefty’s endeavours, and for his long
and happy reign, and for that of his children’s children
after him, for many and many generations. In fine, the
fubfidy was offered, as voted conditionally.

No debate immediately followed. When the Speaker,

# It 1s extraordinary with what vividnefs each incident of the Low
Country campaigns of thmgv-ﬁve years ago appears imprefled on the minds
and hearts of this fucceeding generation. 'The furrender, by Enghth
Roman-catholic gentlemen, of Deventer and Fort Zutphen, was appealed
to frequently as the very type of Popith dependence and untruftworthinefs ;
not with anger agamnft the Stanleys and Yorks, fo much as with horror
at a religious fyftem incompatible with loyalty, nationality, and freedom.
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who had read this remarkable paper ftanding, refumed
his feat, the chancellor of the duchy, Sir Humphrey
May, not affecting to conceal his amazement at lan-
guage < of fo highand tranfcendant a nature as he never
“knew the like within the compafs of thofe walls,”
moved to fufpend further difcuffion till the next day ;
when the courtiers and privy councillors, who faw the
ftorm that muft arife if the claufe againft the prince’s
marriage were perfifted in, attended in as great force as
they could mufter, and rofe in fucceffion to call attention
to the danger implied in fuch a claim, fince no treaties
could begin from that houfe. The danger was doubt-
lefs great, faid Sir James Perrot, but far more imminent
the peril of fuch a marriage. Let them reflect on what
was too often witnefled in private families where man and
wife were of contrary religions. And he inftanced a
cafe that had juft occurred at Acon, where a recufant
wife had with” her own hands murdered two of her
children rather than that her hufband fhould train them
up in a religion different from her own. On the other
hand, Vane, Wentworth, and others urged the danger of
grafping at more than they had any chance of holding
faft; to which Crewe with great {pirit replied that they
were affuming no authority or intereft to which they had
not juft and irrefragable title as the Englifh commons,
whofe bounden duty it was humbly to thow, by petition,
whatever might be prejudicial to the king and the ftate.
For his own part, he added, as with forecaft of all the
mifery that awaited the family on the throne through
“ many and many ” generations from one fatal obftinacy,
he wondered to fee the fpiritual madnefs of fuch as woxld
fall in love with the Romith harlot, now fhe was grown
fo old a hag.

Everything meanwhile had been told to the irafcible
old monarch. A copy of the report had been privately
laid before him at Theobalds, and in a towering rage
he had indited thofe letters to fecretary Calvert, which
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warned the houfe of commons againft further meddling
with his myfteries of government; which declared not
alone his belief that he had the right, but his determina-
tion to exercife the power, of punithing every man’y
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