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"RIGHT HONORABLE
ROBERT PEEL,
ONE OF HIS MAJESTY'S PRINCIPAL SECRETARIES OF STATE,.

&e. -&e. &e.

SIR,
"Waexn I requested permission to associate this- work in some
degree with your distinguishe(i' name, I adopted a custom which
) in every age has been prevalent with authors. It was not, how-
. ever, my intention to pursue the general practice by dwelling upon
those great endowments, abilities, and virtues by which you have
obtained the applause of all disinterested men, and secured the
lasting gratitude of your eountry. In a character where therc is
so very much to commend, it is difficult to select particular objects
of commendation, and where 4t is impossil;lé to do full justice, it
would be, perﬁaps,' prudent to say nothing. There a.re‘; however,
A2



iv , DEDICATION.

some points in }your public eonduct respecfing which a sense of
duty forbids me to be silent. Occupied as you constantly are in
the most important concerns of the kingdom, you have ever found
time to attend to, and: advance the cause of literature and of
science. Owing to the liberality with which, in conjunction with
other splendid qualifications, you discharge the functions of your
exalted station, I have been enabled to avail myself of a most
valuablé source ‘of historical information 3 I therefore dedicate to
~ you the result of my labors_: " Numerous as are my deficiencies as
an author, I shall, at least, not be charged with want of judgment
in inscribing to Mr. Peel the history of a most distinguished orator
and statesman. The great services rendered to the country by
the elder Pitt, in one of the departments of State which you now
occupy, naturally remind us of .your own. ~-An energy equal to
that-displayed by the former statesman in A:é'xtending the glory of )
his country ‘over distant regions, has been exerted by you in
securing that glory in Great Britain. “Whilst he contended with
and prevailed against foreign enemies, you have obta,irjejdla no less
important victory over the foes of civil government at -home.
Whilst his in;iignant ‘oratory was called forth by what he- consi-
dered the abuses of the constitutign, it has been one triumphant

object of your eloquence to elucidate its ’blessingsi: to point out
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the benefits arising from a‘pure and enlightened system of legisla-
tion, and afteljwarfls t_o‘: psfabﬁshand secure them to the country.
In offering you tl.lis".;}.tribute of respect, I am in no fear of beirig
- accused of: _ ﬁattefy; or of Proféning'the tomb of the dead, in order
to raise an altar to the living: your ov_vﬁ ‘acknowledged merits,
and, I trust, my own character, will amply secure me against both

imputatiqns.
That yo& may long be enabled to persevere in yoﬁr illustl-ious
career is the earnest wish and prayer of, - '
SIR,
Your most faithful,
and most hu;nble servant,

FRANCIS THACKERAY.
Hurpenden,
March 30, 1827.






INTRODUCTIQN.

IN an age so generally devoted to literature as the present, and so
particularly partial to biographical research, it is extraordinary that no
regular history of the first Earl of Chatha:m has appeared. Whilst
numberless other characters, the ornaments of former ages, have been
drawn with a warmth and fidelity which ‘almost present them to our
view ; whilst the brilliant Marlborough stands before us directing the
armies of Blenheim and Ramilies; and the prudent Walpole is seen
conducting the financial concerns of his country, the illustrious Chat-
ham has only been partially exhibited to us by an anonymous hand-.

K

* The following is Mr. Archdeacon Coxe’s opinion of the “ Aneedotes of the Life of
the Earl of Chatham:"—¢ I think it a duty I owe to the public, in mentioning this
wretched compilation, to declare, that from the access I have had to the papers and
documents-of the times, I find the Life of the Earl of Chatham superficial and inaccus
rate, principally drawn from newspapers and party pamphlets, and interspersed, perhaps,
with a few anecdotes communicated in desultory conversations by Earl Temple. In
affecting to give a volume of important state papers, the editor has raked together a col-
lection of speeches, memorials, and letters, the greater part of which are derived from
periodical publications.

« Tt becomes a matter of extreme regret that the life of so great a statesman and orator
has not been delineated by a more faithful and able hand.”—Note in Coxe’s Memoirs of
Lord Walpole, vol. ii. chap. 28.



viil INTRODUCTION.

In presuming to undertake the ‘history of this celebrated mafu, I
am well aware of the difficulty of the attempt, and of the deep respon-
sibility which it incurs. My work necessarily comprises a material
portion of the history of this kingdom for the space of more than forty
years, whilst it involves most of the leading events in the history of
Europe during the same ‘period. I am to tear aside the veil which
time has thrown over the characters of the dead, and I am to account
for effects the causes of which are hastening to oblivion. The mighty
statesman 1s to be exhibited who called back life into the drowning
energies of his country ; who spread her glories over the four quarters
of the globe; who proclaimed her victories, as with thunder, on the
deep; and who converted her disgraces into triumphs as lasting as
her name.. The orater is to be pourtrayed, the lightning of whose
eloquence now blasted the efforts of his_antagonists, now fascinated
‘and delighted them with the softened brilliancy of-its flame. The
man, lastly, is to be depicted, the good, the honorable Chatham ; the
man whose - life, with whatever political inconsistency it has been
charged, was declared, by his fastidious contemporary; to be unsullied

by meanness and unstained by vice."."

’ ¥

. The years which have elapsed since the death of the first Earl of
Chatham render, I conceive, the present period very favorable to an
authentic history of his life. Whilst the causes which led men to
traduce or exalt his character'at.the expence of truth have long
since eipired; several living authorities still remain, to whom the
author desires to appeal in pi‘oof of his veracity, Ifit be said that the

- » « His private life was stained by no vices, nof_sullied by any meanness.”. See
character of Mr. Pitt by the Earl of Chesterfield, written in 1762.
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»lapse of half a eentury must detract from the interest of the subject ;
I answer, that the history of Lord Chatham 1s, in a great measure,
the history of the cointry during one.of the most striking periods which
have marked its existence. Such subjécts must ever retain theit im-
- portance ;. they belong not to an age, they are consecrated to posterity.
* 1 should be vain indeed did I pretend td do justice to the various
.- merits of Lord Chatham. ~The biographer may relate with tolerable
fidelity the counsels and achievements of the statesthan, but he can
hope to convey to posterity no adequaté conception of the orator’s
powers. .The remark applies generally, and with particular force to
the present case. It is greatly to be lamented that many existing
speeches attributed to Lord Chatham impress the reader w1th very
imperfect notions of his eloquence. This was the necessary consé-
quence of the mode i in which the Parliamentary debates were recorded
during a great past of the last century. In the year 1738, the House
of Commons passed a resolution prohibiting the publication of its
debates and proceedings. - By this injudicious interference, the alleged
mis’repre‘sem;ationsrof the press were greatly augmented. . Truth, be-
fore occasionally perverted, was now more generally obscured. The
compilers of periodical publications were compelled to resort to artifice
in gratifying the public curiosity. They collected information from
such authorities as they could employ with the greatest safét:y to them-
selves, and divulged the sentiments of the British senator under the
concealment of harsh anagrams, or of Roman appellations®. . Different
contributors being’ employed to report the speeches of the same

. © The Jeading periodical pubhcatwus in- whxch the Parlxament;ary debates a{ this time
appeared were the Gentleman’s and’ the London Magazine. The former concealed
the names of the speakers-under the anagram, the latter under the Roman disguise. -

YOL, I. : a
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senator,: great iniequality in the language of each has appeared. . Hence
it \is that ‘we find the same orator delivering himself, sometimes; in
language highly ornate and energetic, at others, debasing the dignity
of his sentiment by poverty and meanness of expression. However
faithfully the argument might be preserved in these differerit accounts,
they could not all be authentic as they apply to style. This will be
at once acknowledged by & ‘referenice to-the.early speeches ascribed to
Lord - Chatham.  In endeavouring; therefore, to present the reader
with a'conniected series of his ‘speeches as faithfully.as circumstances
permit, E was reduced, as" far as relatesito-a certain. portion: of them,
to a.choice of one of the three' following -expedients: To.repeat the
errors ‘of former transcribers, by retaining: the noble sentiments and
powerful reasoning of: the -orator:in-all the fetters of a rude phrase-
ology; or, to reject those speeches. which are not allowed.to be wholly
authentic ;. or, to endeavor; whilst I scrupulously: retained the thought
and “argument éxpressed, to reduce, by:a few alterations, such as ap-
peared :manifestly imperfect, to.the standard.of his general language.
As I did not wish to impress the reades with inadequate and degrading
ideas of Lord Chatham’s eloquence, I rejected the first. expedient. The
adoption of the second would- have.made .a very awkward chasm.in
the history, and have occasioned . the loss of .the sentiments of a most
powerful mind upon many -occasions of greé,t. public .importance.
Upon mature consideration, the third:appeared- to be: the best mode.
I. have, therefore, in the -present work, arranged the early. speeches
of Lord. Chatham according to this: plan, I..have produced my
authorities " for the speeches in a note ‘at the: beginning of each;
and, whilst in no case I have presumed to alter the argument or
thought imputed to the speaker, I have mentioned where I Judged it
necessary to adapt ‘the phrzi_sgdlogy’to a_closer reseyriblance of his
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style %, Of that style T considet the two speeches delivered by Lord:
Chatham, thi¢ first-on the 9th, ahd the second en'the 22d of January,
1770, both reported by Mr.::Franeis; to be most characterlstlc e they
have, accordmgly, been my standard. - ' :

It is' W@Hf kn‘own ,with What liberaljty ,thg Earl of Hardwicke has
-~ enriched the stores of political knowledge in this country, by allowing
the publication of many of his family manuscripts. From the par-
| liamentary” journal of the. Hon: Philip Yorke, insertéd, with. the per-
mission’ of tlie-present Lord Hardwicke, by Mr. Wright, in the thir-
teenth volume of .the Parliamentary.History of England, I-have ex-
tracted: the: ourtlines of- several speeches delivered by Mr.; Pitt ‘during
the time between December, 1743, and April, 1745. - - Of the accuracy
of these reports, as far as relates to.the argument, 'thére cannot be the
stalleést doubt.; their brevity is alone to.be regretted. - :

r
- - . : .
B O TN L U

The ‘speeches assigned to. Mr.. Pitt from the year 1751 to the
end of the year 1760, are given upon the authority of Horace, Lord
'~ Orford, inwhose “ Mémoires” theyare almost exclsively to be found,
and from whigh they are principally extracted. ..Although that noble
‘author’s disposition to sarcasm frequently biassed his judgment, he has
* mever been accused of wilful mlsrepresentatxon The utmost caution
is necessary in receiving Lord Orford’s opinions of men, ‘but none is
requisite as' tothose things which he actually heard and saw, ~ His
relatlon -of facts s correct, although the construction he puts upon

.

¢ What I have done with respect to the eaﬂy speeches of Lord Chatham 1s, in fact, -
1o mote than is ' practised by evéry ‘modéth reporter, who clothes the thoughts of the
most inaccurate speaker in grammatical langnage.. .

a2
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those facs.is. fréquently unjust ‘and dangerous.” The forcé of Mr.-
Pitt’s eloquence, of itself, commanded ‘the attention of his: audience
in Lord Orford’s case it was the more intensely fixed, from his desire
to preserve and record it. 'We must, therefore, regard his sketches of-
M. Pitt’s speeches as those of an eye and ear witness, often defective
in point of fire and dlgmty, but, as far as they ‘extend, unquestlonably
accurate and true. ' :

- The-remaining speeches .are extracted from. the Parliamentary
History of England. Several of them originally appeared in Almon’s
Anecdotes of the Life ‘of Lord Chatham.. Whatever may: be the
general demerits of the last-mentioned work, (and it is allowed to be
most prejudiced’ and ‘superficial,) it contains some reports of speeches
as interesting as they are important :* these have received the sanction
of Lord Chatham’s' family ; they contain internal evidence of their
authenticity; and are far too nervous and spirited to have proceeded

from -any but the orator- whose name they bear. . .

Where the history required elucidation I have given occasional
extracts from the speeches of several of Lord Chatham’s contempo-—

raries, especially upon the subJect of the Amencan war.

Until the beginning of the year 1757 Mr Pitt’s conduct and
views as a statesman are exh1b1ted almost wholly in his speeches: a
new zra then commences. = We have then not arguments but facts to
consider ; we have then to behold the unparalleled effects produced in
the affairs. of England and of Europe by the admission of one man into
the government of the country; we have to observe the most dis-
graceful apathy succeeded by the most energetic exertion, the most
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" humiliating ‘disasters by thie most ‘glorious: successes; and the situation
of : England,: by. the. ‘Divine permission, absolutely metamorphosed
rthrough ‘the agency ofa smgle md1v1dua1 U B

. In‘attempting to give a 'faifhful— relation :bf. the eévents connected
with the whole life of Lord Chatham, and especially of  those: regard.
ing his’ glorious ‘administration, there are few authentic sources ‘of
 information of which I have neglected  to - avail myself. It would be

impertinent in me to dwell upon the labor which I have bestowed in .

~doing’so ; for although the public have a right:to.demand correctness
from -an ‘author, they:can: be expected. fo : take little: interest in the
pains which it has cost him to arrive at it.. . I shall not, theréfore, pre-

tend to enumerate the different authors whom I have had occasion to

consult; but merely observe, that I have diligently perused those parlia-
mentary, political, and historical publications, of this and other coun-
triesFwhich related to my subject,. earefully weighing and comparing
them with: eacly other before I ventured to adopt their assertions. -

© . Having endeavoured to avail myself of that knowledge which is
already before the public, and that which I have obtained from private
conversation and diligent enquiry, it is most necessary. to state that I
have drawn by far the most interesting and authentic information from
sources of: which historians. in ‘general have too much ‘neglected. to
avail themselves.- L allude to the official correspondence’ preserved in
‘his-Majesty’s: State-Paper. Office. - To this I have had such repeated
access, that if I have been able to impart an interest to my work, or to
throw “a. light-upon-the great characters of whom it treats; 1 owe it
more especially. to the liberality of those whos: although employed in
the-weightiest affairs.of the. country; have promptly attended to my

LN

=
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application j and to the-attention of those to whose more immediate
custody . these invaluable decuients are consignéd. That English
historians should hitherto have regarded with so. much apathy these
storehouses of information is a fact as extraordinary as it is reproachful.
Of ¢his T am fully convinced, that it is only by assiduously consiilting
them for theé. futuré, that the aspersions so frequently:cast -upon the
veracity of history can fully be repelled. A history ‘of England,
chiéfly founded. upon these :authorities, is a national 'desideratum :
such a work would, .indeed, be infinitely too laborious for any one in-
dividual ; but it may 'reasonably be expected from the united labors
of many learned and perspicuous men; .and, .fertile as the country is
in such .characters, I trust I shall livé to peruse.it. . . .

- .The extracts from the official correspondence of Mr. Pitt, which L
have been enabled to lay before. the public, require. no words, of mine
to recommend them.. ‘Almost the whole of them are.now for. the, first
time -published. .. They exhibit the sentiments of great men upon great
occasions. Mr. Pitt’s state papers, in particular, are distinguished by
manly sense.and decision. The true British character pervades them
all. When affairs of such_vast importance,and variety required the
constant attention of the ministef, it would be pedantic in.the extreme
to criticize the language of his correspondence with scrupulous severity.
Mr. Pitt had 6ne great object constantly. at heart—to promote the
interests of Great Britain; he therefore wished to expréss himself in
terms that could not be misundérstood. . The complicated nature of
the subjects discussed frequently occasioned a great léngth in the sen-
tences, but his meaning is, in:general, clear. Wesee in the l,ahguage
which he employs the upright and bold statesman of a great and vic-
torious. kingdom, never unnecessarily wounding the feelings of fore.ign‘

’
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ministers, but, at the same tire;: determmed to preserv‘e inviolate: the
nghts and- dlgmty of h1s country R PR L T U T S

In t’ne ‘French aiid Spanish ’_correspc‘mdence;'fxie‘ifther‘the letters
of - the- Earl of Bristol nor those: of: Mr. Hans Stanley will be:read
with indifference: " The: political subjects, of which they- treat, must
always tender “them-of . lmportanCe ‘to- the dlplomatlst, whilst -thé
vivacity- -with which they are expressed and ‘the anecdotes’ with
which’" they are. lnterspex'sed impart- to- them a strong and a general.

interest PR R Y S U SV T S N P

. e
L

The- astonishing: vigor and-success, with which otir<campaigns in
“North America were carried on, have induced me to make very
copious extracts from the’ offictal correspOndence of Mr. Pitt with the
governors’and commanders- in the-colonies. They will be found to
sustain® and’ strengthen the: great fame of the statesman by whom
- they were written, or to whom -they were addressed: - T trast 'that it
is uunecessary to ~apologlze for thelr-length Indeed upon a careful
perusal “of -the  nurnerois - volumes in’ Whlch this correspondence is
contained; I ha,ve been 80~ struck by the vast des1gns, the unwearied
| assuiulty, ‘and “the deep pehetration of the ] mlnrster, ‘that T thmk the
réader, instead of: réproaching mie for the frequency of the” extracts,
will regret that more could not have been introduced. '

%37 “4rust- that -my relation>of -many’ events’ which ‘6écurred in
Eufope,.b'ctﬁ pt"evicus' and subsequent'fo the administration’of M.
Pitt, as-well as daring ‘that glorious perxod together with the bmgraw- -
phical skétehes of. the’ most- able"of his contemporaries, will be con?
sideréd‘as neither tédious nor ‘uncennected: My objéct -has beer to
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give_a’clear view, not only of the speeches’and actions of Lord
Chatham, but also of the motives by which his sentiments and con-
duct were influenced.. I have chosen the method which appeared to
me best” calculated to answer this end, and much as I wished to be
brief, I was: yet more desirous of avoiding obscurity. I have made
copious extracts from some authors, whose statements and descrip-
tions I _considered essential to my. historjr, I have freely availed
myself of the sentlments of others, without quotation, and in a few
instances with a slight variation only from their language. In all these
cases, however, I have in a note referred to the work from which I
have borrowed or made extracts, both in attestation of the truth of
my assertions, and also to anticipate and avert the charge of concealed
pl_agiéris_in. ‘ | u

_ The Appendix contaihg a portion of Lord Chatham’s correspon-
dence with official persons ; many state papers and other documents,
‘which, although' closely connected with the history, do not form a
necessary part of the narrative. ~ The papers are numbered, and
referred to in the ‘body of the work. . At the end of the Appendix I
have inserted an elaborate Table exhibiting all the persons who held
principal ofﬁces under the government during the Earl of Chatham’s
political career, that s, fr_om the year 17385 to the end of the year
1778.

~ The poet tells us that the sons of Antenor endeavor_ed to soften
the fury of Agamemnon by piteously reminding him of their youth,
Although-young as an author, I shall not imitate their. example. I
shall not plead i lnexperlence, with a view to mitigate the severity of
criticism. My wish is to meet the Jjudgment of the public openly
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and fairly, and, if I must fall, to fall not by the shaft of ridicule, but
by the lawful weapons of argument and conviction. But, although
I desire to meet the most rigid investigation, (indeed, many parts of
my work will not be understood without it,) I am duly aware how
much I stand in need of the candor and indulgence of my readers.
To those kind feelings I venture to appeal, from the consciousness tha
in endeavoring to give a faithful history of a most illustrious character
and of the times in which he lived, I have spared neither labor nor
expence to obtain, or to avail myself of the best information; I have
been warped, I trust, by no prejudices ; I have had no party purposes
to serve ; I have written nothing unjustly reflecting upon the memory
of the dead; nothing offensive to the feelings of the living®. If,
therefore, I have, in any degree, fulfilled the professed object of my
work, I would hope that some indulgence may be conceded to those
inaccuracies and omissions which, in an undertaking of so extensive,
and, in many respects, of so delicate a nature, must, almost unavoid-
ably, occur. And if, without presumption, I may be allowed to con-
template the possibility of the work’s arriving at a seeond edition, I
pledge myself to néglect no opportunity of improvement which may
be derived from the judgment of the critic, or from the contributions
of those who are the possessors of information relative to a-subject of
such national interest and importance,

¢ How much the reputation of the most illustrious characters and the feelings of
their surviving friends have suffered by the injudicious and wanton publication of
letters never intended for the public eye is notorious to all. The consciousness of this
has sometimes induced the possessors of much valuable manuscript information to
withhold it altogether from inspection, and has thus proved a serious impediment to
biography.

VoL, I. b
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It is curious to observe the expedients to which malice will have CHAP
recourse; in attempting to injure conspicuous merit. Where no possi= 1754,
ble stigma can attach to the character of many illustrious persons, ==
they have often been upbraided with the lowness of their origin, or

the misdeeds of their ancéstors. It was said of the first Earl of
Chatham that he was a new man. If thé assértion meant that he

owed his elevation 'simply to the vast force of his own genius and
abilities, it is a proud a most satlsfactory testimonial. If it implied a

‘sneer upon the meanness of his family, it is as false as it is malignant,

VoL. L. . . . B
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GENEALOGY OF MR. PITT—BIRTH-PLACED AT ETON.

" cHAP. The annexed table will shew the eminent respectability of his family

1.
1708.

for many generations. - By referring to this table it will be seen that -
the subject of these memoirs was the descendant of -an ancient house,
and allied to some of the first families in the kmgdom He was the
second son of Robert Pitt, Esq. of Boconnock, in the County of

“Cornwall, by Harriet Villiers, fourth daughter of George Viscount

Grandison. His uncle, Thomas Pitt, married Frances Ridgway,
daughter of the Earl of Londonderry, and was himself created Earl of
Londonderry. His grandfather, Thomas Pitt, Esq. was Governor of
Madras, and afterwards Member of Parliament for Old Sarum, and
Governor of Jamaica: This gentleman discharged with the highest
honor the various pubhc offices to which he was appointed, and was
much esteemed for his private worth. ~He is, however, more generally
known as the purchaser of the great diamond which still bears his
name”®,. ‘ ' A S

Wirriam Prrr, first Earl of Chatham, was, born on the 15th
November, 1708, in the parish of St. James, Westminster. Of his
infancy and early youth I have not been able to collect any authenti- -
cated information. He was sent to Eton at an early age,’and placed
upon the foundation of that antient establishment. Dean Bland was
at that time the head master of Eton; and is said to have highly
valued the attainments of his pupil. Among the many recothmenda-
tlons.w_hlch will ‘always attach to a public system of education, the
value of early emulation, the force of example, the abandonment of
sulky and selfish habits, and the acquirement of generous, manly, dis-

* This wés considered, at the beginning of the 18th- c;ntury, the largest diamond in Europe.
Tt weighed 127 carats, and was purchased, about the year 1717 by the Regent Orleans for the
French King. The sum paid was 135, 0007, but, allowing for the WOrkmanshlp of the stone,
and the expenses of negotiating the sale, the money r;cewed% for it by Mr. Pitt was about
125,0000.  He originally gave 20,4001. for the diamond, and was thus a gainer by it, upon the ,
whole, of 104,6007, Considerable as was the weight of this diamond, it is perfectly insignificant
when compared with the one sent from .the Brazils to the King of Portugal in 1746. This
wonderful jewel almost exceeds those which the gorgeous fictions of Eastern imaginations have
assigned to the valley of diamonds. It weighed, we are told, 1680 carats, or 12 ounces and a
half, and was valued at the enormous sum of 224,000,000/,



ATTACKED BY THE. GOUT&—»ENTERED AT COLLEGE.

posmons are not to be overlooked: AH these T’ believe to have had CHAP
weight in forming the- character of Lord Chatham. “Eton has ever jyog

been productive of great men, and, at the time 1 speak of, there were
many whose¢ names have subsequently become ‘illustrious. George,
afterwards Lord Lyttleton, Henry: Fox, afterwards Lord Holland, Sir
Charles Hanbury Williams, Henry Fielding, &c: were Pitt’s youthful
contemporaries. That painful and dangerous malady, the gout, which
_adhered to him ghrough life, and . which, u]timately, ‘oceasioned his
death, here first atticked him.: It was hereditary. It may be worth
while- to remark the different ‘operations of the same cause upon
different men, With. the: generahty of maikind a predisposition to
any acute disease is often a bar to intellectual improvement. The
mind is solely occupied.in endeavouring to alleviate or remove. the
pains of the body, and such a lassitude is produced, that reading
is merely resorted to as a mode of destroying time, and s then
limited to works of .entertainment. With Pitt it was far other-
wise. The strength of lis genius, donstantly impelling him to exer-
tion, converted the very infirmities of his body into a source of
improvement ; and the disease which excluded him from the bodily
exercises of his,‘,comp'anions, served as an instrument to advance
his intellectual ”sﬁ'periority over-them.- He was admitted a gentleman
commonet of Tnmty College, Oxford, on the 10th January 1726°.
His time was here chiefly devoted to the study of history and the
classical writers. His Majesty George L dying in 1727, among the
many tributes to his memory composed by different individuals of
the University, the. following by Mr. Pitt were published the first year
after he went to College.

» s

b A very useful practice, not general inthe Umversxty, prevails in Trinity College; the under-
graduates, upon admission,’ enter their names, county, and parentage in a register provided for
the purpose. From this register, Dr. Ingram, the president, has most olitely allowed me to
make the fo]lowmg extract : Ego Gulielmus Pitt Filius Rob*, Pitt arxm de Old Sarum in
comitatu W;lts, natus Lond®, in Par: Sancti Jacobi-annorum circiter - octodecim, admissus
sum primi ordinis comniensalis, sub tutamine Magrl -Stockwell, Jan. decimo die anno Domini
1726. . “ . *
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Tu pater Ocedni! (si jam pacata Georgi

- “LATIN VERSES, '

- - Angliacé® vos ¢ preesentia numind gentis- '

Libertas! atque Alma Themis! Neptune Britanni
Tmperio tua. perlabi licet squora,) vestro, ’

Triste ministerium ! pia solvite munera régi.

At teneri planctus absint, mollesque querele
Herois tumulo ; quas mors deflenda requirit,
Gesta vetant lacrymas, justeeque superbia laudis.
Instare horribiles longé latéque tumultus

Hic super Hlspanos violenta tumescere campos
Belli diluvies, illic ad flumina Rheni

.Ardentes furibundus equos immittere Mavors.

Heu quam in se miseri cladem stragesque cierent !
Quot fortes caderent anime! quot gurgite torquens
Sanguineo fluvius morientia. corpora in altum
‘Volveret oceanum ! ni te succurrere sceclo

Te solum, visum superis, Auguste, labenti

- Tw miserans hominum pacem super astra volantem
Imperio retines, terrasque revisere cogis.

Dextera quid potuit, primis ubi fervor in frmis
Impulit uleisci patriam, populosque gementes,
Turecarum dicant acies, versisque cohortes
Turbate signis; dicat perterrita Buda,

Invitaque tuos preetollat laude triumphos,

Fulmina cum attonitum contra torquenda tyrannum
Vidit et intremuit. Rerum 2t jam lenior ordo
Anisit, gladiumque manus consueta rotare,

Majus opus ! gtate pratendit signa quietis,

Quare agite, O populi, tantarum in munere laudum
Sternite humum foliis. Sed vos ante omnia Muse
Casarem ac'astra ferétis; amavit vos'quoque Cassar;
Vestraque cum placida laurus concrevit oliva.

Felix, qui potuit mundi cohibere tumultus !
Fortunatus et illi, segri solamen amoris

Qui subit Angliacis, tanti audit nominis hzeres,
Auspice te, dives agitans discordia, ludo

Heu satiata nimis! furias amnemque severum
Coeyti repetat, propriosque perhorreat angues.

. At secura quies, metuens et gratia culpa

Te circumvolitent. ‘Themis hinc ccelestis, et illine -
Sustentet solium clementia. Tu quoque magnam
Partem habeas opere in tanto, Carolina labore



" . VISITS THE CONTINENT OF EUROPE.

Imperii recréans fessum ; nam Maximusille . .
- Te colit, atque animi sensum tibi credif opertum, -
Curarum consorti, et multo pignore junctee.
Inclyta progenies ! Tibi quam dilecta Tonanti
Latona invideat, quam vel Berecynthia Mater
Centum enixa Deos ; si qua heac sint dona Britannis
- Propria sintque precor, referant et utrumgue parentem.
‘ GUL, PITT,

Coll. Trin. Socio Commens.

* It was the opinion of Lord Chesterfield and of others that Lord
Chatham, had he applied himself to" poetry, would have greatly ex-
celled in it ; and although a tolerable copy of Latin verses composed
by a youth at College would of itself be but a mean argument of this,
I think the rich flow- of language and ideas which distinguished his

_public speeches and his ordinary conversation, were capable, had they
been devoted to poetry, of being embodied into an heroic poem of the
highest order, In confirmation of my remark we shall find, that
during the brief intervals snatched from the arduous studies and occu-
pations of his life, he produced several other elegant specimens of a
poetic talent.  These I shall insert in the: order of time in which they
were written. The gout attacked him with increased violence at

CHAP

1727

Oxford, and compelled him to quit the University without taking a

degree. Soon after he left Oxford he visited the Continent of Europe,

and travelled through different parts of France and Italy. But,

whatever accessions he made to his stores of elegant and useful know-
ledge, and however he improved his taste by the tour, it had no effect
in removing his disorder: It was now time that he should devete
himself to a profession. His ardent mind thirsted for employment,
and, even had he been of an indolent disposition, his patrimony was
inadequate to his support. Lord Chesterfield fixes his fortune at one
hundred pounds a year. ' This, probably, is below the mark, His
grandfather was, at different times, govemor of two rich settlements,

he had been fortunate in the sale of the celebrated diamond, and must |

have possessed considerable wealth. William Pitt himself was one of
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IS RETURNED TO PARLIAMENT—OBTAINS ‘A CORNETCY OF HORSE.

only two sons, He had, indeed, five sisters, but:calculating the por-
tions which each of the younger children upon a very moderate scale

“would receive, I should estimate his property, at -about 4,000 pounds.

1735.

His brother had Wealth and much borough influence, and it is pro-
bable that William Pitt soon regarded the House of Commons as a

‘proper sphere for the-exercise of his- abilities. ‘An opportunity of

coming into Parliament océurred to him in 1785, His brother, having
been elected both for Old Sarum and for Oakhampton, and making
his election for the latter place, William Pitt, together with Robert
Needham, Esq. (who had married his sister Catlierine,) was returned
for Old Sarum. But the necessity of some honorable: employment;
by which his income might be augmented, still subsisting, he obtained
a cornetcy in the reglment of the, Blues, which was his ﬁrst and only
commission.

It would be idle to speculate, at any length, respectlng Mr. Pitt’s
probable merits as a soldier] had fortune and his-own constitution, pers
mitted his continuance in the aimy. There can, however, be little
doubt that his talents were of that deéscription to.secure to him the
largest portion. of military renown. His ardent spirit. and - extraor-
dinary readiness of mind were exactly calculated to strike an enemy
with dismay, and to inspire- an army with. confidence and enthusiasm.
The quickness of his eye, a bodily faculty which has given the, victory
in many memorable actions, ought not to be. overlooked®,. But the
occasional employment of a military commander would not have suited
a mind which required to be ever in.action. .Had he been placed,
indeed,.at the head of a great military nation, with perpetual occupar.
tion for his powers, I have no doubt he would have: carried ats glory to
the utmost pinnacle of success. Had scope been given to his energy
and decision of mind, theV must have made hlm as terrlble n the

.

+ It is- my opinion that'no-man whd does not possess eminent. quicknes‘s of sight is icapable
of becoming a perfect general. History shews many ¢ errors of the mest fatak deseription which
have resulted from a defect in this organ : Tallard from this cause, commltted a tremendous
over51ght in the battle of Blenheim ; and all men know that the'eagle’ eye of the Duke of" Wel*
lington has given great effect to his-other astonishing military powers... 4. -



SIR R WALPOLE. "

“field as they rendered him pre-emment in the council and the senafe, CHAP
‘But.it is on Tare occasions only that a general has an opportunity of 1735
distinguishing himself.. And whilst thef civil affairs of this mighty ===
aation afe:constantly calling for-the exertion of the greatest abilities,
our history- exhibits. comparatlvely few who have 1mmortahzed their
names by their successes in war. , :
| Mr. Pitt’s most intimate associates in Parliament ‘at this time,
and _for ;several stibsequent years, were his schoolfellow, George Lyt-
tleton, member :for Oakhampton, -and Richard Grenville, (afterwards
Earl Temple) member for Buckingham. These three gentlemen,indeed,
were closely connected by marriage : Sir Thomas, the father of George
Lyttleton; had married Christian, one of ‘the daughters of Lord Cob-
ham ; Richard Grenville’s father had married Hester, the other sister;
and Thomas, the brother .of William Pitt, was married to Christian,
George Lyttleton’s sister. It was by the interest of the Pitt family
that George Lyttleton was returned for Oakhampton. A very short
time after Mr. Pitt had taken his seat in Parliament, a motion being
made by Mr. Palteney to refer the navy estimates to a select com-
mittee, he was, with Mr. Sandys, appeinted a teller of the minority
apon that question. He did not speak in 1785. * Nothing indeed of
_any greatnational importance occurred during this period, or, probably;
his ardour would not have been restrained by the' consideration of the
. ‘short experience he possessed of parliamentary proceedings. We mdy
suppose him, in the mean time, to have been intently observing the
proceedings and characters of. the many able men around him. It .
may be interesting to the reader, and enable him to form a clearet
conception of Mr. Pitt’s character and subsequeént: proceedings if I
here give a short account of some of ‘the principal persons at that time
on the side of government, and in the opposition. The administration
was then, and for many years before had been, conducted by one of
the most extraordinary men the country has.produced. By dint of
industry and an uncommonstalent for business and debate, Sir Robert .
Walpole had raised himself to the first appointments in the government,
of the kingdom. » First-Lord of the Treasury, CEancellor of the Ex
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CHAP. chequer, the friend: of his sovereign, the manager of the House of
1735 Commons, he wanted alone the favour of the people. His system of
=== government was: altogether pacific, and there can be little doubt that
it was owing to the long. repose the country enjoyed under his admi-
nistration, that she was afterwards enabled to advance the prodigious
sums expended on our different continental alhances. But with what-
ever ability Walpole might have discharged the duties of his financial
and diplomatic departments, his public conduct is'liable to two most
serious charges of reproach. The constant ridicule which he cast
upon the idea of patriotism and public spirit, and-the undisguised
manner in which he.avowed his practices of corruption, although they
~exempt him . from the charge of hypocrisy, must for ever destroy his
claim to the character of an upright minister: whilst the tameness
with which he suffered the insults of foreign nations exposed his coun-
try. to continual shame., A wise minister will ever be desirous of
_peace, but he will possess the tact to perceive where war is unavoid-
able, and when he strikes a blow it will not be with the palsied arm of
apathy or fear, but one which shall be long .and deeply felt by the
enemy.. Every one is acquainted with the disputes between England
and Spain during the first part of the last century. Whoever consi-
ders the state of the two countries, the peculiar ferment throughout
England, and the contemptuous aggressions of. Spain upon our navy,
must .acknowledge that Walpole could have no- reasonable hopes of
preventing a war ; by protracting it, therefore, he was only subjecting
the nation to added insolence and loss. I am not ignorant of all that
has been written in his defence. But he has not been exculpated.
The charges to. which, in my opinion, the public character of Walpole
is still amenable, are.those of timidity and corruption.., Corruption
with regard to his internal arrangements, timidity with respect to our
foreign affairs. Walpole’s colleagues in the ministry at this. time were
men of ordinary talents. With the exception of Lord Hervey and the
Earl of Hardwicke in the House of Lords; Henry Pelham, and Mr.
Winnington in the House of Commons, there is S.carcely a name
which posterity wofld remember without a.reference to the indices of
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history. .The abilities of the country were to be found in the ranks of CHAP.

opposition. The formidable nature of that .opposition will be seen, 1713;5.

from a consideration .of the threefold sources of its strength: In the
first place, many &éf the most able among the Whigs, either. from dis-
appointed feeling ir*not obtaining employment under the government,
or from personal dislike to the minister, were warmly .opposed to
his measures. In the second place, all the Tory interest, so strong in
the latter. years of Queen' Anne, and which the lapse of twenty- years
had not very materially reduced, was combined against him, In the
third place, ‘the Jacobite party, with a few sturdy champions at its
head, who scarcely shrunk from the avowal of their principles, were
his determined opponents.. At the head of the first class in the House
of Commons were William and Daniel Pulteney, Sir J, Barnard, Lord
Polwarth and Mr, Sandys. Sir W. Wyndham was the leader of the
tories, His opposition was grounded upon hestility to the government
as well as'to the minister. Although he was highly esteemed by his
party, his. conduct. in the year 1716 seems to have justified Walpole
in classing him with the favourers of the Pretender. = 'The eloquence
of this gentleman was of the most ‘animated kind, and rendered him,
with the exception of William Pulteney, the most formidable opponent
of Sir R, Walpole in the House of Commons. The disinterested and
inflexible William Shippen was an avowed Jacobite, Although not a
graceful, he was a pointed and energetic speaker. However we may
condemn his political principles, we must deeply respect the virtue of

-

the orly man whom Walpole could affirm to be beyond the reach of -

corruption. In the House of Lords, the highest male subject in the realm;
the immediate heir to the throne, was the patron of the adversaries of
Sir R. Walpole. The polished and witty Chesterfield, the elegant and
impassioned Carteret, there employed -their learning and eloquence
against him. Of his opposers, who did not possess a seat in -either
House of Parliament, Lord Bélingbroke was, by far, the most eminent.
In the charms of conversation, in personal address, in elegance and
richness of written ¢composition he was excelled by none. With such
‘talents it is not surprising that he possessed gréat influence with the
VOL, I. o -
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© SIR"R: WALPOLE--THE PRINCE .OF WALES:

CHAP: Prince, of Wales, ‘and. with all his associates,, Every -one knows in
17350 what fervent.strains Pope and Swift have declared their admlratmn oﬁ

= the. all~accomplished; Bolingbroke. His character is now better under-
stood. His writings are: before the world,. and. prove him to have
been: a visionary and dangerous  politician: and many circumstances
have transpired. to shew that he was. a treacherous friend and a dis-
honest subject. Happily. the known immorality of his. life prevented
the more general reception of his principles. Besides these’ elevated
characters, Walpole by his, neglect of literary genius had enlisted
nearly all the talent of the country. against him. The press was con-
tinually attacking him in every possible manner.

With such formidable  opponents in Parliament, and with such
adversaries among the people, it is most extraordinary.that Sir R.
‘Walpole should have been so long able to retain his authority. Ithas
been: said that his power was at. its greatest height about the year
1785, but whoever attentively. considers the exertions and sacrifices
the minister was compelled. to make in support of his friends in the
different contested elections, and the diminished number of his adhe2
rents in the parliament assembled in the preceding. year, will perceive
that it was otherwise. The strength: of his. adversaries was at once
seen -upon the opéning. of parliament on the.14th January, 1734.
The formidable minority of. 185 agdinst 265, upon the question of a
vote of address to the: throne; was. omlnous of a prevalhng opposmon
upon future occasions., :

‘The principal friends of Mr Pltt were in.opposition o the Ininister,
and attached to the party. of the Prince of Wales. Mr. Pitt had soon
an opportunity ‘of testifying his zeal in the cawse of that illustrious
personage.. The attachment of Frederick, Prince. of. Wales, to the
Princess Royal of Prussia, and the causes which Prevented his mar-

_ riage with ‘her, although not mentioned by many English historians,

are facts well known. Itis so very seldom that princes can have the
opportunity of forming a union upen the principles of real affection,.
that one ‘cannot help feeling much at the disappointment -of these
royal lovers. . Sometime after this, an arrangement was made for the

“
2.
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Prince’s mairiage with ‘Augusta, Princess of Sdxe-Gotha. However CHAP“
the feehngs of his former attachmerit: mlght lead: the: Prince to aoppose 1756
this marriage in thefirst instahces it is certain that his-heart.soon sur=
rendered itself to the beauty and accomplishments of- the Princess of
Saxe-Gothia, and tifat .1ie subsequently “becime: a. most “attached and
devoted. husband. ‘The marriage was solemnized on -the 27th April,
1736. - Upon this' occasion Mr. Pulteney moved an address of con-
gratulation to-the throne; and now' it ‘was that Mr, Pitt; in a maiden
speech, first'drew attention to his words, which never afterwards:were
heard with indifference.. Monstratus-fatis Vespatianus.  That the
reader ‘may be the better able to Judge ‘of the. effect produced by
‘the: eloquence of Mr. Pitt upon: all eccasions; it will be:necessary to
keep constantly in mind the personal and organic excellencies of this
vehement orator. = If the remark. of Demosthenes respecting the pre-
eminent advantages of pronunciation possess any truth, it was never
more completely” verified than in the instance of Mr. Pitt. “His
yoice was both full and clear; his-lowest whisper-was distinctly heard;
his ‘middle ‘tones ‘were ‘sweét, rich, and beautifully varied; when he
elevated - his -voice td its highest pitch, the house was completely
filled with the volume of the sound. The ‘effect was awful, except
‘when he wished to cheer or amimate, He then had spirit-stirring
notes which were perfectly irresistible. He.frequently .rose, .on a
Sudden, from a very low to a very high key, but it seemed.to be with-
outeffort .” ‘As to person, nature had .stamped more. forcibly on no
man the impression of an orator. His figure was. tall.and manly, and
the ordinary spectator was. struck with. the grace and :dignity-of his
look and deportment. * ‘But the ‘eye was. his imost wonderful feature.
1t is neither the' tanguage of romance nor;of exaggeration to say:that
‘the keen lightning of.that eye often blasted the courage ‘of the:most
intrepid of ‘his oppbnents. ~ ‘Its:other powers were  peculiarand unris
valled, and the fascination of its glanice was such, that few could with-
stand it. : A ‘contémporary historian describes: Mr. Pitt’s fixst: speech

T P St e tasY e g ha 9.
\ *

¢ Butler’s Reminiscences—Lord Chatha;t;t.
c.2
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MR. PITT'S FIRST SPEECH IN PARLIAMENT.

CHAP. as superior even to-the models of antient eloquence. ‘ According to
17136 Tindal, it was more. ornamented than the speeches of Demosthenes,

and less diffuse than those of Cicero. The following is the imperfect
specimen -of it which remains°.

+ "1 am unable, Sir, to offer any thmg suitable to the dlgmty and
importance of the subject, which has not already been said by my

~ Honourable Friend® who made the motion. But I am so affected

with the prospect of the blessings to be derived by my country from
this most desirable,. this long desired measure—the marriage of his
Royal Highness, the Prince of Wales, that I cannot forbear troubling
the House with a few words expressive. of my joy. I cannot help
mingling my' offering, inconsiderable as it 1s, with this oblation of
thanks and congratulation to his Majesty.

‘ However great, Sir, the joy of the public may be, and great un-
doubtedly it is, in receiving this benefit from his Majesty, it must yet
be inferior to that high satisfaction which he himself enjoys in bestow-
ing it. If T may be allowed to suppose that any thing in a Royal
mind can ‘transcend the pleasure of gratifying the earnest wishes of a
loyal people, it can only be the tender, paternal delight of indulging
the most dutiful application, the most humble request of a submissive
and obedient son. . I mention, Sir, His Royal Highness’ having asked
@ marriage, because something is in justice due to him for having
asked that, for which being granted, we are so strongly bound, by all
the ties of duty and gratitude, to. retum his Majesty our humble
acknowledgments, .

¢ The marriage of a Prince of Wales, Su', has at all tlmes, been a
matter of the highest. importance to the public welfare, to present, ta
future generations, But.at no time, (if a character at once amiable
and respectable, can-embellish and even dignify, the elevated rank of
a Prince: of Wales, ) has:it been a more important, a dearer conside-

¢ This: Speech was.originally reparted by Guthrie. . It was, then inserted into the Gentle
man’s Magazme for 1736, and afterwards introduced by Chandler and others into their collec-
tions of Debates. ‘ .

f Mr, Lyttleton.
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ration than at this day. Were it not & sort of presumption to follow cHAP.
so great a personage through his hours of retirement ; to view him in 17153,6,
the milder light of domestic life, we should find him engaged in the ===
noble exercise' of humanity, benevolence, and every social virtue.

But, Sir, however pleasing, however ‘captivating such a scene may

be, yet, as it is a private one; I fear I should. offend the delicacy of.

that virtue to which I so.ardently desire to do justice, were I to offer

it to the consideration of this House. But, Sir, filial duty to his

Royal parents, a generous love of liberty, and a just reverence of the
British constitution—these are public virtues, and cannot escape the
applause and benedictions of the public. These are virtues, Sir,

which render his Royal nghness, not.only a noble ornament, but a

firm support, if any could possibly be wanting, of that throne so
greatly filled by his Royal father.

'« I have been led to say thus much of his Royal nghness cha« g
racter, because it is the consideration of that character which, above
all things, enforces the justice and goodness of his Majesty in the
Measure now before us—a measure which the nation thought coutd
never be taken. 0o soon, beeause it brings with it the promise of an
additional strength to the Protestant succession in his Majesty’s illus-
trious and Royal House. The spirit of liberty dictated that succes-
sion, the same spirit now rejoices in the prospect of its being perpe-
tuated to latest posterity, Tt rejoices in the wise and happy choice
which his Majesty has been pleased to make of a Princess so amiably
distinguished in herself, so illastrious in the merit of her family, the
glory of whose great.ancestor it ig to have sacrificed himself in the
noblest cause for which a prince can draw his sword—v——the cause of
liberty ‘and the Protestant rellglon.

“ Such, Sir, is the marriage, for which our most humble acknow—
ledgments are due to his Majesty. May it afford the comfort of see-
ing the Royal Family, numerous as, I thank God, it is, still growing
and rising up into a. third generation! A family, Sir, which I most
earnestly hope may be as immortal as those liberties and that eongtitu-
tion which they came to maintain. Sir, I am heartily for the motjon,”
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CHAP.

I’
1736.

»
M

DEPRIVED.OF ‘HIS COMMISSION IN THE ARMY.

* Mr: Pitt’s name at this time' constantly appedred in the list of the
minority.. ' His detérmined’ opposition’ and his known abilities neces-

== sarily . rendered him an object of marked attention to the minister:

It is said ‘that- Walpole no .sodner heard'the sound: of his voice. in
Parliament than he confessed an alarm. , ¢ We must at all events,”

said he, ““’muzzle that terrible cornet of horse.” * The services of such
an ally: would ‘have been most valuable to the minister, who, to secure
them, would, doubtless, have promoted Mr: Pitt’s advancement in thé
-army. But the honor of the man Wwas an insurmountable bar to the
purposes of corruption, Sir.R."Walpole -knéw--this, and, irritated
agamst the young . senator, took from him his commission' in the
army The: measire was as, unwise as’it was ungenerous. The mi-
mster might have. known that the man whom he could pot bribe, he
could not hope to intimidate. But. the safne;ﬂolent_treatment had

" recently beéen experienced by the Duke of Bolton and Lord Cobham,

They-had been deprived of their regiments in cansequence of their
parliainenta;ry 'oppdsitiom - The displeasure of - Sir R.: Walpole served
but to raise Mr. Pitt in"the. estimation of the. public. It was upon
this oecasion that his fnend Mr. Lyttleton, addressed to hlm the fol:
lowing’ lines. :

TR

el o - -
. e v

ke I.ong had thy virtues mark’d thee out for fame; -
Far, far superior to a Comet’s name;
‘This gen’rous Walpole saw, and gnev’d to ﬁnd
So mean a post disgrace the human mind ,
The servile standard from the free-born hand '
He took, and bade thee lead the patriot band.”

Nothing contributes more to cement friendship than similarity of
circumstances and sufferings. - Mr. Pitt, from the. time he lost his
commission, seems to have been more mtlmately -admitted to the con-
ﬁdence and esteem of Lord Cobham.. -But it was the corresponding
hannony of mind, the highest and most heroic: qualities, the virtue

and good sense of each, which constituted the basis of their fmend&
ship, .

~
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I can imagine 'nothing more delightful than. the society assem- (JHIAPv
bled by Lord Cobham at his palace of Stowe, - It has. been truly said, - 1736..

that the society of a friend will reconcile the’ mind to the most dreary
abode. What then must have been the attractions of Stowe !, That
paradise of England, with its splendid mansion, its temples, and its

walks, was then inhabited by those whose lofty minds were as culti- -
vated as the scenes aronnd them: The gaze of the enquiring traveller -
was then Wlthdrawn from the beaut;es of - the place, to’ rest with more.

intense interest on the forms of sepators, and watriors, who seemed

worthy inmates fox: the tenlples,_theyheheld: . The. charms of Mr.

Pitt’s manners must have been as irresistible: as. his eloquence. The
fastidious Chesterfield tells us that he was a most agreeable and lively
eompanion in social life,"and that he had.such a'versatility: of wit that
he could adapt it to all sorts of conversation.. The. poet. Thomson has
celebrated these quahtles in the followmg hne&.

“ The fair, malestlc paradlse of St;QWe-—————w- -
And there, O Pitt! thy countrys early boast,
There let me sit beneath the shelfer'd stopes ;.
Or in that temples, where in future times,
Thou well shalt merit & distipguish’d name;’
. And with thy converse blest, catch the Jagt smile
Of Autumn beammg o’er, the yellow-woods.
~ While there with theé th’ enchanted round I Walk
The regulated wild, gay t‘ancy then i
Will tread in thought th¢ crr0ves of Attxc land s
© 'Will from thy standard taste refine her own, )
‘Correct her pencil to the purest truth -
Of Nature ; or, thé upimpassion’d shades’
_Forsaking, raise it to the human mind. =
-~ Or, if hereafter she, with juster hand .
Shall draw the tragic scene, instruct her, thou! .
To mark the vaned movements of the heart
What every, decent character requires, - ,
And every passion speaks "0, thro’ her strain
Breathe thy pathetxc eloquence ! that moulds

§ The Temple of Virtue in Stowe Gardens.
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1737.

MARRIAGE OF THE PRINCE ‘OF WALES—ANECDOTE.

Th’ dttentive Senate, charms, persuades, exalts;
Of honest zeal th’ indignant lightning throws,
) And shakes Corruption on her venal throne,”

-
-~

Hammond also, with no less elegance, has thus descnbed Mr.
Pltt"

% o Stowe’s delightful scenes I now repair,
In Cobham’s smile to lose the gloom of care
There Pitt, in manners soft, in friendship warm,
With mild advice my listening grief shall charm,
With sense to counsel, and with wit to please,

- A Roman’s virtue, with a courtier’s ease.”

The marriage of the Prince of Wales, although originally pro-
posed by. the King, had by no means effected a lasting reconciliation
between those personages. 'The Prince, as I have observed, was in
habits of intimacy with many of the bitterest enemies of Sir R.
Walpole, and, as the latter represented thém, with many enemies of
the crown. It is not extrdordinary, therefore, that the measures
recommended by the ‘advisers of the Prince, were -opposed by the
Minister. Of this descrlptlon was a scheme, devised several years
before by Bolingbroke, to augment the revenues of the heir apparent.
On the 22nd February, 1737, Mr. Pulteney brought forward his cele-
brated motion of an address to the King beseeching his Majesty to
settle 100,000Z. per annum on the Prince of Wales. - After long and
vehement debates in both houses of Parliament, the motion was
rejected by the small majority of 234 against 204 in the Commons,

5 The following anecdote relates to the time of which I now write,. It is, beyond doubt,,
authenticated, and well illustrates ‘the power of Mr. Pitt’s conversation.. ¢ The Prince of
Wales and Mr. Pitt were walking in the gardens of Stowe, ‘apart from - *he general company,
who followed them at some Wistance. - They were engaged in earnest conversation, when Lord
Cobham expressed his apprehensmn to one of his guests that Mr, Pitt would draw the Prince
into some measures of which his Lordship dxsapproved The gentleman observed, that the ¢éte-
a-téte could not be of long duration. ¢ Sir,’ said Lord Cobham, with eagerness, ¢ youdon’t know
Mr, Pitt's talent of insinuation ; in a very short guarter of an hour, he can persuade any one of
any thing."”  Butler's Reminiscences.
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-

and in the. Lords by the considerable- oné of 103 against 40. It was CHAP
supported by Mr. Pitt, and it is ‘to’be regretted. that his speech, Whlch -
is said to.have been most masterly, is no- where preserved. T

. The continued opposition of Mr. Pitt to Sir R. Walpole drew =~
upon him; at this time, the coarse and personal animadversion of the
Gazetteer, a periodical paper supported by the administration, The
attack was. as illiberal as it was unjust, and whilst it throws not the
shadow of a fault upon Mr. Pitt’s character, proves how much the
minister was galled by his eloquence. In answer to this attack, Mr.
Pitt was defended by the Craftsman, another . periodical paper, but
written with much greater talent than the Gazetteer, and the occa-
sional vehicle of the opinions of Lord Bolingbroke. The unhappy
difference between the King and the Prince of Wales was now at its
height. It is mot my intention to discuss the propriety of the mea-
sures which each adopted. Theré were faults, (if I may be allowed to
say so,) on both sides. Perhaps the Prince was, In some points,
treated with unnecessary severty.  He possessed many amiable qua-
lities, but his conduct, in twice removing the Princess, when in a
pregnant state, was hlghly reprehensible, and seems only desxgned to
harass and incense his parents, It was in consequence of this con-
duct, that his Royal Highness, on the 10th September, received a
message from his Majesty, desiring him to quit the palace of St.
James’s, Accordingly he retired with-the Princess to Norfolk House,
in St. James’s Square, where he took up his residence. It was at this
time that Mr. Pitt was appointed groom of the bed-chamber, and
Mr. Lyttleton private secretary, to his Royal Highness.

The death of Queen Caroline, on the 20th November, was &
dreadful blow upon the minister, who, since the accession of George
IL, had been highly honored with her confidence. Her Majesty’s .
influence with tlL.c King was great, being founded upon affection as
well as respect.. Soon after this event, the opposition brought for-
ward, with increased violence, the long agitated question of the Spa-
nish aggressions upon our merchants in the American_seas. As Mr,
Pitt took a promment part in this question, and as it was one which,

VOL. L. : D
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CHAP then completely engrossed the public attention, and was attended by

17 /3'7 the most important results, it will be proper to consider it with care.
For’ this purpose, it will be necessary to trace the line of conduct

adopted by England and Spain for many years previous to this

perlod» \




CHAPTER II
1738,

szlgputés between England and Spain+—Disgraceful apathy of Sir R. Walpole upon that
subject—=Speech of Mr. Pitt in Savour of a reduction in the army—Celebrated conven-
tion with Spain—Speech of Mr. Pitt against the conventions—War with Spain—Speech
of Mpr. Pitt upen Admiral Haddock's instructions—Upon Sir €. Wager's bill for the .
encouragement of seamen—Reply to Horace Walpole and Mr. Winnington— Decline of '
Sir R. Walpole’s power—DMr. Pitt’s spéech. on the motion to rémove him—The minister
is left in a minority upon several questions—He resigns, and is created Earl of Orford—
His policy in dividing his political adversams.

Tue preposterous claim of an exclusive right to the whgle continent CHAP.
of America assumed by Ferdinand, soon after the discoveries of 1%8
Columbus, had never been relmqulshed by the succeeding Sovereigils
of Spain. Although the naval power of that kingdom had sustamed
the severest losses, and its extensive empire had been vastly reduced ;-
although settlements on the continent and islands of Ameérica had
been formed by the: Dutch, the French ahd the English, still its
original title had not been renounced. Much altercation continued
between the Courts of London and Madnd respecting the possessions
of the two countries in America, and much hostility: between the
respective. subjects of each till the year 1667, when the possessions of
England in America were tacitly admitted by Spain. With the
exception of the eighth article, the treaty of 1667 related to Europe
alone ; but in 1670 another treaty was concluded between the two. .
countries for the purpose of adjusting their maritime disputes. ® The
express meaning of certain articles in these treaties went to proh}bﬂ:
the mutual trade between the subjects of the two countries in
D 2
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DISPUTES ﬁE’i’WﬁEN'ENGLAND AND SPAIN,

CHAP. America ; and the Spaniards, npon the strength of the same treaties,
1755, had ever claimed the right of searching British vessels which passed
= near their American ports. So long as the rivalry between France

and Spain subsisted, the latter kingdom naturally favored the ‘interest
of the British, and considered their possessions in America as afford-
ing strength and protection to its own. The letter of the treaties was,
therefore, not rigidly enforced, and much latitude was allowed to the
English i their comamercial intercourse with America. But this

~ was not toendure. The accession of a Bourbon prince to the throne

of Spain was one of those events which are perpetually occurring to
disturb the harmony of kmgdoms, and to occasion embarrassments in
. the fulfilment of treaties.- '

The views of Philip the Vth were naturally favorable to France.
No* sooner had he obtained secure possession of “his- throne than he
was led to regard America with particular attention. The ninth article
of the treaty of 1670, which permltted a commermal intercourse
between the English and Spaniards in America, (a licence from the
Soverelgn for the purpose being first obtained,) was. annulled, and
the : remaining articles’ ordered. to be- literally enforced. = This, of
course, . created . the greatest ‘confusion.: Nothing is more, difficult
than to compel men to forego customs.and : advantages. to, which they
have long eonsidered themselves entitled.. Our merchants and seamen
for a length of time had been allowed to transgress the letter of the
treaties of 1667 and 1670, and had cairied on a trade with the Spanlsh
Settlemenits ‘in America to. a very considerable. extent. . It was. very
difficult. to_convince men of the illegality of practices in which for years
they had-indulged with:impunity ; and it was absurd to suppose they
would abandon them without resistance. The means. adopted by the
Spaniards to. enforce the striet observance of the treaties were calcu-
lated. still more to inflame the hostility, of the British. There can be
no doubt that the Spanish: Government not only authorized its sub-
jects in America to resist the eneroachments of the English merchants,
but connived at many gross outrages upon their liberty and their pro-
perty. Many of these grievances were probably exaggerated by the
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Ieaders of:: opposmon in . thls country, but they ‘certainly -were- too CHAP.
tamely submitted to'by the government. .- The rights, the llberty of a 17§g
British - subject; like those of an antient Roman, cannot be'too jealously
guarded, and * that. minister’ undoubtedly compromises- the dignity-of
the empire,” who views with ‘apathy ‘the 'injuries sustained:by : the
meanest -of * his: countrymen®. -To such:a-charge, -the conduct. of
Walpole, with regard. to those who had: suffered by. Spanish oppres-
sion, is justly amenable; .He himself acknowledged, that the subjects
* of this kingdom' had met.with: tréatment from the Spanish guard-
ships and governorsin America, which ¢alled:for the highest resent-
ment, and"it was.a'mean and short sighted: policy to/ endeavour. to
filiii over a:wound: which was daily. becoming: wider,-and. beyond.his -
power to heal.. . The'strongest :measures should then have been taken -
by the government.” Remonstrances had-been long ineffectually tried,
and redress was to be expected from arms alone. . The nation was in
a ‘state"of agitation on the'subject of these .disputes when. the Parlia-
ment-assembled on'the 24th January, 1738. ‘A.motion was: made
by the ministry.on the 3d February for maintaining 17,400 men for
~the army; this'was vehemently resisted by the* opposition, who,.in a
spirit certainly at variance with their avowed sentiments in favor-of
war, proposed ‘that the number. should -be. reduced to'12,000.. On
this occasion, 'Mr. Shippen proneunced a: warm. eulogium upon the
~ Tories ; he contended that the liberties of the people were more secure
in times previous to the Revolutien, than. they subsequently had been,
and he charged. the Whigs who -now voted in support of & standmg
army, ‘with abandoning the, pnncxples of their aneestors.. He was
answered by Sir R, Walpole in a speech of considerable artifice and
argument, in which he affected -to: comprehend the Tory and Jacobite
parties:under one class. To this: speech Sir J. H. Cotton. replied ;
Sir R. Walpole rejoined, pointedly -adverting to: the- Pretender, and
‘again bringing forward his ‘charge. of Jacobitism™ upon the Tories.

2 The apathy of Sir. R. Walpole is forci’bly contrasted to the decided measures taken mahy
-yeais after, by Mr. Pitt, when minister, for the liberation of Mr. Irwin and Captain Tate, then
prisoners in Spain, See Mr, Pitt’s letter to the.Earl of Bristol,-Chap, xv.
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'SPEECH OF MR. PITT

CI*II;&P- After Mr. Pulteney had spoken; and a.few others of inferior cofxsiderf
17323. ation, the debate concluded on that day without a division. It was;

{

— however, subsequently renewed, and speeches were delivered by
Colonel Mordaunt, Lord Polwarth, Sic Thomas L. Saunderson, Sir ,
Joseph Jekyl, and Mr. Lyttleton. In the course of his speech Sir T.

Saunderson expressed surprise that any persons, holding places under

government; should -argue in favour of a reduction of the army,

pointedly alluding to Sir J. Jekyl and Mr. Lyttleton. It was with

particular reference to this declaration that Mr. Pitf spoke. The sen-

timents of most of the speakers, on this occasion, have been grossly

misrepresented by historians,. . The following speech assigned by

Chandler to Mr. Pitt, is, in many points, defective in that energy of

+ thought and expression by which he was characterized".

, "¢ As to.what the Henorable Gentleman has said respecting those
whom he calls Placemen, I shall agree with him, that, if they were to
be directed in their opinions by the places they held, they might
unite: for the support of each other against the general good. of the
nation : but I hope none are under such difections, I am sure the’
honourable gentleman himself is not, and therefore I am convineed he
is not serious when he talks of being surprised at any placeman’s
declaring for a reduction of our army. Of all men, those, who enjoy
places of profit under our government, ought to be the most cautious
of loading the public with any unnecessary tax or expense, because
as the places they possess generally bring them in more than their
share of our taxes can amount to, it may properly be said that by
consenting to any article of public expense, they lay a load upon
others of which they themselves bear no share. ‘

“T must look upon myself as a Placeman, as well as the Honor-
able Gentleman who spoke last. 1 am in the service of one of the
branches of the Royal Family, I think it an honour to be so; but I
should think otherwise were I not as free to give my opinion upon any
question that happens in this house, as I was before I possessed such

® This speech first appeared in the London Magazine, where the reader will find it assigned to
Mr. Pitt under the appellation f Julius Florus, .
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place, and I believe, from the behaviour of Gentlemen upon this very CHAP.
oceasion, it will oppear that, all those in the same service with myself égg
possess the same freedom, because I believe they will, upon the qués- ===
tion before us, appear to hold different opmlons. But there,is another
set of Placemen .whose behaviour surprises me much, because upon
every question respecting public affairs they are always unanimous;’
and T confess it is to me a little astonishing, that two or three hun-
dred Gentlemen should, by an unaccountable sort of unanimity, always
agree in opinion, upon the many different questions which annually -
occur. I am convinced, this surprising unanimity does not proceed
from any effect of the places they hold under the crown; for if it did,
a man’s being possessed of any place under the crown, would bean
infallible reason for the people not to trust him with the preservation
of their liberties, or the disposal of their properties in Parliament.*

% Then, as to the Tories, and suspected Jacobites, I am surprised
to hear any comparison made between them and the fat man in the
crowd. There are so few of either class in the kingdom, that I am
sure they can give no man an occasion of being afraid of them, and
therefore there is not the least shadow of reason for saying, that they.
compel us to keep up such a numerous standing army.

“ Our large army, may properly be compared to the fat man in the
crowd, for the maintaining such an army is the first cause of our dis~
contents, and those discontents we now find are made the chief pre-
text for the necessity of an army. Remove therefore the army, or but -

a considerable part of it, and the discontents complained of will

cease; ;

“T come now to the only argument employed by the Honorable.
Gentleman whichcan admit of serious consideration; and if our army
were entirely, or but generally composed of veterans inured to. the:
fatigues and the dangers of war, and such as have often ventured their
lives against the enemies of their country, I confess it would possess
considerable weight. But, considering the circumstanees of our pre-
sent army, I can scarcely think my Honorable Friend serious, when,

- he made use of such argument. As for the officers of the army,-they
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CHAP. are quite out of the. q_uestlon, for in case of.a reduction there is .a hand-
1;138 some ‘provision for-every one;of . them. | No man can doubt that they
= would be put: upon - half pay, nor would any man. oppose it.- And
here I must observe, that I believe our half pay is as good, or better,
than full pay in any other country-in-Europe, for, according to the
method in which our army is now. maintained, I could shew by calcu-
lation  that it.costs- the .nation more. than:would maintdin three times
the number-of men, either in Germany. or; France. As to the soldiers,
I believe it may be said, of at least three-fourths of them, that they
never underwent ;any fatigues beside those of reviéws,:nor were ever
exposéd.to ‘danger beside, that.of apprehending smugglers or dispersing
mobs; therefore. I must -think they- have' no claim to any:greater
 reward than the pay they have already received, nor should 'T think
we Were guilty of the least ingratitude were they all turned adiift to-
morrow morning. .

.« Bugsuppose, Sir, the. soldlers of our army were all such as had
served.a ‘campaign or :two.against a public enemy, is .it from this to
be:inferred that they must for ever afterlive idly? - That they must be
maintained-at the public: expense, in'such a manner as to be .danger-
ous to the liberties of. their country? At.this rate, if a man has but
once ventured his life. in the public service, he. must for ever be, not
only ‘a burthen, but a tetror to his country.. This would be a reward
of -which. I am. sure-no brave soldier would- @ccept,. and which no
honest soldier would desire. .That we should shew a proper gratitude
to those who have ventured their lives in the seérvice of their country,
is what I most readily allow, but this gratitude ought to be shewn in
such a. way as not to be dangerous to. our libérties, nor too burthen-
some: to.the. people, and’ therefore, when a war 1s-at an end, lf a
soldier can provide for himself, either by his labour, or by his own
private fortune, he.ought not:to exPect and, if he is not of a merce-
nary dlsposmon, he will scorn 'to. receive, any other rewards than those
which consist in" the peculiar honour a,nd privileges, Whlch may and
ought to be conferred upon him, -

“ That .we -ought to shew.a propeér gratitude to all who have
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‘ventured .their lives in the cause of - their:country, .is, I repeat, what CHAP.
none can deny; yet, as these laws nowistand, an old officer who has 1755,

often spilt his blood in the public service- may be dismissed and re-

duced, perhaps' to a starving condition, at the arbitrary will and
caprice of a “minister; -So “that, by the present establishment
of .the army, the reward of a soldier .seems to depend ot “upon
the » services »done to his .country, but. upon. the. services' he. does
to those'who happen to be ‘ministers ‘at. the time, Is not this a de-
 fect in the present establishment? - And yet,. when alaw wasproposed
for supplying this defect, we may remember the reception. it met
with, even from those -who now insist upon the gratitude which. is
due to the army.” > ‘
“The motion for a reduction’in the number of troops was. lost by
249.agamst 164. Soon after this, the House passed the. resolution,
“to which I have alluded in the preface, prohibiting the publication. of
its.debates and proceedings. The remainder of the session was occu-
pied by the discussion of the Spanish-aggressions. Parliament again
assembled on"the 1st of February, 1739. . The convention which had
been’ made with Spain was: now- the great subject of consideration.
This celebrated- measure, chiefly framed. by the two Walpoles, was to
the following. effect : « That the. respective claims of:England and
‘Spain; as to the trade.and navigation in: America and Europe, and as
to. the limits. of Florida and Carolina and: other .points in dispute,
should be regulated by plenipotentiaries, according to the former,
treaties subsisting: between the two kingdoms : That the plenipoten-
tiaries should finish their conferences within. eight months: That, in:
the.mean’ time, no progress should be.made in. ‘the fortifications of
Florida and Carolina : That his Cathohc Majesty should pay 95,0001
to the King of Great Britain, .as a balance due, after-deducting the:
demands.of Spain: That this sum:should be-employed for.the satis-
faction, discharge, -and .payment, of the demands of the British sub-.
jects upon the crown of Spain; That: this: reciprocal discharge, how-
ever, should not extend or relate.to the accounts and: differences sub~
sisting between the crown. of Spain.apd the Assiento company, not to
YOL. I, E
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CHAP. any particular or private contracts that might subsist between either
17;139 of the two. crowns or the1r ministers, with the subjects of the other;

or between the subjects of each nation respectively.”

, ot
-

It surely was not from such a treaty, which left ‘undefined so
many subjects of dispute, and-which seemed to shrink from a consi-
deration of the chief causes of the alleged violence and depredations,
that any proper atonement for past injuries, any solid foundation of
future security, could reasonably be expected. As: to. the great ad-
dress, ‘which his: admirers have attributed to Sir R. Walpole, for
avoiding the mention of the obnoxious claim of searching' our vessels,
upon which he believed the King of Spain would insist; I think it the
height of timidity and mieanness. A statesman, -of such experience
as Walpole, ought to have long seen, from the temper of the country,
that it was vain to conceal the great causes of complaint. He ought -
to have seen that, if even Spain had fulfilled the terms of the conven-
tion, in the most explicit and honorable manner, the exposure of our
vessels to the miseries and indignities of search, however agreeable to
treaties, would no longer be endured. The most he could hope from
the convention, was a short protraction of hostilities; but he clung to
a prolongatlou of peace with the same sort of eagerness that the
wretched prisoner does to a respite of his final sentence.” He possibly
sipposed that some favourable accident maght occur’ to change the
public tide of opinion. i :

At this distance of time, when the difference i in the s1tuat10n of
Spain and England 13 so immeasurably great, it is dlﬁicult to convey.
an adequate idea of the tremendous sensation throughout the country,
occasioned by the discussion of this convention.. No :subsequent
events, neither the French Revolution, nor the successes nor over-
throw of Napoleon, have more intensely ‘interested the nation.. No-
thing was heard of but the cruelties, insults, and depredations inflicted
by the Spaniards ; the losses, sufferings,- and disgraces sustained by
the British, On the day appointed for the discussion .of: the conven~
tion in the House of Commons, four hundred members had taken
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. their sedts before eight ‘o clock in the morning. Two days were em- CHAP.
ployed in reading papers and obtaining information on' the. subject. 1-7;9
On the 8th of March, Mr. Horace Walpole, after a very able ‘speech, =~
“in which he considered at great length the various points involved by
the convention, concluded with moving that  the House return thanks
to his Majesty for the commupication of the convention ; for brmglng
‘the demands of his sibjects to a final determination, and for procuring

' a speedy payment for the losses sustained by the merchants; declar-
ing their satisfaction in the foundation laid, for preventing and re-
moving similar abuses-in future, and for preseerg peace; to express
‘a reliance on the King, that effectual care would be taken for securing
and ‘establishing ‘the freedom of navigation in the American seas; that
the British subjects may enjoy, unmolested, their undoubted right of
navxg"a,tmg and. trading to and from any part of his Majesty’s domi-
nions, without being liable to be stopped, visited, or searched in the
open seas, or bemg subject to any other violation of the treaties sub-
sisting; and that, in settling the limits of his dominions in Amemca,
the greatest regard would be had to the rights and possessmns be-
longing to the crown and subject; and to assure the King, that, in
case his just expectatxons 'should not be answered, the House would
support him in taking such measures, as might be most conducive to
vindicate the honour and d1gruty of hxs crown, and the rlghts of his
people.”

. This address went mﬁmtely further than the convention, and was
calculated of itself to procure unanlmlty But it was remembered,
" that the convention itself, and not any address upon ‘the subject, was
the chief object of consideration. = After several members of the op-
posmon ‘had vehemently expressed their objections to it, Mr tht rose
and delivered the followmg celebrated speech *.
% I can by no means think that the’ complicated questlon now

before us, is the proper, the direct manner of taking the sense of this

¢ This Speech also first appeared in the London Magazine It is marked by that force and
" fire which characterized the }ang'uage of Mr. Pitt, S . :

E2
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CHAP. _committee. We have here- the soft name of an humble address to
1739 the throne proposed, and for no other end than to lead gentlemen into

======an approbation of the convention. But is this that full, deliberate

examination, which we were with defiance called upon to give? Is
this cursory, blended disquisition of matter of such variety and extent,
all we owe to ourselves and our.country? When trade is at stake, it
18 your last entrenchment ; you must defend it or-perish; and whatever
is to decide, that deserves the most distinct consideration, and the
most direct, undisguised sense of Parliament. But how are we now
proceeding-? Upon "an artificial, ministerial .question;;—Here is all
the.confidénce, here. is the conscious sense of jthe greatest service that

" ever was .done: to this country *; ‘to be comphcatlng questions, to be

lumplng sanction and approbatlon like a commissary’s account ;: to be
covering and taking sanctuary in the’ Royalmame, instead of meeting
openly and: standing fairly the direct judgment and sentence of Parlia-
ment upon the several articles of this convention.,

“ You have been. moved to vote an humble address of thanks to
his Majesty for a measure which, (I will appeal to gentlemen’s con-
versation in the world) is -odious throughout the ‘kingdom. Such
thanks are only due to'the fatal influence .that framed it, as are due
for that low, unallied condition abroad which is now.made a plea for
this convention, ,

« To what are gentlemen reduced in support of it? They first
try a little to defend it upon its' own merits ; -if -that -is not tenable,
they throw out general terrors<—the House of . Bourbonis united, who
knows the consequence of a war?, Sir, Spain knows the consequence
of a war in . America ; whoever gams it must prove fatal to her; she
knows it, and must therefore avoid it ; but.she knows that England

dares not make it. And.what is a delay, (Whlch is all this magnified

convention is sometimes called,) to produce? Can.it produce such
conjunctions as those you have lost whilst you .were giving kingdoms

¢ Alluding, tothe extravagant terms of praise in Whlch Mr. H. Walpole hed spoken of the
convention, and of those who framed it, .
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to:Spain, and all to bring ‘her back -again te that great branch of the. CHAP.:
House of Bourbon, which is _now held out to *you as an object -of so- 1%9
much terror ? - If:this union be formidable, are we to delay only till ===
it becomes more formidable, by being carried further into execution,:
and byibeing more strongly cemented? But be what- it will, is this
any longer -anation?. Is this any longer an Enghsh Parliament, if
with more ships :in. your. harbours than in all ‘the navies of Europe,
with above two.milliens of people in your American colomes, youwll:
bear to hear of the expediency of : recewmg from: Spain an insecure,
unsatlsf'actory, ‘dishonorable convention ?" .Sir, I call it no more than
it.has been proved.-in. this debate ; ‘it carries. fallacy or downright
subjection in almost every line. It has been kid open and exposed in
so-many strong and glaring lights, that I can pretend to add nothmg
to the conviction and indignation. which it "has raised.

< Sir, as to-the great national obJectlon, the- searchmg your ships,
that ‘favorite word, - as-it . was . called, .is. not, indeed, omitted, in the
preamble to the convention, but it stands there as the reproach of the
whole, as the strongest evidence of the fatal submission that follows.
On-the partiof Spain, an usurpation, an inhuman tyranny, claimed
and..exercised over. the American seas; on the part of England, an
undoubted right by treaties, and from God and nature declared and
asserted in : the- resolutions of - Parliament, are referred to the discus-
sion of plenipotentiaries upon one andthe same equal foot. Sir, I
say this undoubted right is to be discussed and regulated. ~And if
to. regulate is to prescribe rules, (as in all:construction it is,) this
right is, by the express words. of - this  convention, to be given up and
sacrificed ; for it must cease to be -any thing from the’ moment 1t-1s
submitted to.limits. . ‘

“ The. court of Spain has plainly told you, (as appears by
papers upon the- table,)-that you shall steer a due eourse, that you
shall navigate by a line to and from -your plantations in America ; if
you. draw near to her ‘coast, (though from the circumstances ‘of -the
navigation you are under an unavoidable necessity of doing ‘so,) you
shall be seized . and confiscated. . If, then, upon these terms: only she
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CHAP has. consented to refer, what becomes. at once of all the security we
1739 are, flattered jwith, in consequence of this reference * Plenipoten.
——==tiaries are to regulate finally the respective pretensions -of theitwo
crowns with regard to trade and navigation in America ;- but does a
man in Spain reason that these pretensions must be regulated to the
satisfaction and honor of England? No, Sir, they conclude, and
with reason, from the high spirit of their administration, from the
superiority with which. they have so long treated you, that this refe-

rence must end, as it has begun, to their honour and advantage.

« But, gentlemer say, the treaties subsisting are to be the mea~
sure of this regulation. Sir, as to treaties, I, will take part of the

~ words of Sir William Temple, quoted by the honourable gentleman
near me ; i 15 vain to negociate and to make treaties if there is not
dignity and vigour sufficient to enforce their observance. Under
the misconstruction and misrepresentation of these very treaties subsist-
ing, this intolerable grievance has arisen; it has been growing upon
you, treaty after treaty, through twenty years of negotiation, and even
under the discussion of commissaries, to-whom it was referred. You
haye heard from Captain Vaughan, at your bar,'at what time
these injuries and indignities were continued. As a kind of explana-~
tory .comment upon this .convention which Spain has thought fit to
grant you, as another insolent protest, under the validity and force of
which she has suffered this convention to be proceeded upon, she
seems to say, we will treat with you, but we will search and take your
ships ; we will sign a convention, but we will keep your subjects
prisoners in Old Spain; the West Indies are remote; Europe shall
witness in what manner we use you.

“ As to the inference of an admission of o our right not to be
searched, drawn from a reparation made for ships unduly seized and
confiscated, I thinkthat argument is very inconclusive. The right
claimed by Spain to search our sh;ps is- one thing, and .the excesses
admitted to have been committed in- consequence of -this pretended
right, is another. But surely, Sir, to reason from inference and impli-
cation only, is below the dignity of your proceedings upon a right of

AY
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this vast importance. ‘What this reparation is, what sort of composi- CE%AP.
tion for your losses, forced upon you by Spain; in an instance that has 1739,

come ta light, where:your own commissaxies -¢ould not in’ conscience ===

decide against.your claim, has fully appeared upon examination ; and
as for the payment of the sum stipulated, (all but seven and twenty
thousand pounds, and that too subject to a drawback,) it is evidently
a fallacious .nominal payment only. I 'will not attempt to enter into
the detail of a dark, confused, and scarcely intelligible account ; 1 will
only beg leave to conclude with one word upon it, in the light of a
submission, as well as of an adequate reparation, Spain stipulates to
pay to the crown of England ninety-five thousand pounds ; by a pre-
liminary protest of the King of Spain, the South Sea Company is at
once to pay. sixty-eight thousand of it: if they refuse, Spain,
I admit, is.still to pay the ninety-five thousand pounds: but how
does it then stand.? ~ The Assiento contract is to be suspended, You
are.to purchase this at the price of an exclusive trade, pursuant to 4
national treaty, and of an immense debt, of God knows how many
hundred.. thousand pounds, due from Spain to the South Sea Com-
pany.. .Here, Sir, is the submission of Spain by the payment of 4
stipulated. sum ; a tax laid upon subjects of England, under the
severest penaltiés, with the reciprocal accord of an English minister
as.a.preliminary that the convention may be signed ; a condition

imposed by Spain in-the most absolute, imperious mariner, most

tamely and abjectly received by the ministers of England. . Can any
verbal distinctions, any evasions whatever possibly ¢xplain . away this
public infamy? . To whom would we disguise'it? To oursel\zes and

to the nation., - I wish we could hide it from the eyes of every court -

in Europe. They see that Spain has talked to you in the language of
a master ; they see.this arbitrary fundamental condition, standing
forth with a pre-eminence of shame, as a part of this very convention.

. % This convention, Sir, I think from my seul, nothing but a stipula-
tion for national 1gnommy, an illusory expedlent, to baffle the
resentment of the nation. A truce without & suspension ‘of ‘hostilities
on the part of Spam On the part of England a real suspensmn.
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CHAP. As to Georgia, a suspension’.of the first. law of nature, self-preserva-
1;39 tion and. self-defence ; a surrender of the rights and trade of England

to.the mercy of plenipotentiaries, and, in this infinitely highest and
most: sacred point—future security, not only inadequate; but directly
repugnant to the resolutions of Parliament, and the gracious promise
from the throne, The complaints of .your : despairing merchants, and
the: voice of England have condemned it. Be the guilt of it upon the
head of the adviser. , God forbid that this committee :should .share
the guilt by approvingit!” -~ .- = : .

~ Sir R. Walpole spoke. last on this very nnportant ‘question, and
reiterated the boasts which his brother had before.made, of being the
principa.l author and ‘adviser of the corivention. The debate at length
closed in the Commons, and Horace. Walpole’s address was.carried by

.the: small majority of 28, the numbers being 260 against-232.. If the

struggle was severe in the lower house, it was maintained with equal

" warmth and ablhty in the House of Lords. The speeches of the Earl

of Chesterfield and Lord Carteret against the -articles of the conven-
tion are /replete with argument, point, and knowledge; and. the im-
petuous declamation” of the Duke of Argyle, who had 'recently
deserted the minister,, produced the most animated effect. The
House indeed . agreed to’an address, but. the victory of the minister
was most dearly purchased. ; The Prince of Wales, 6 Dukes, 22 Earls,
4 Viscounts, 18 Barons,, 4 Bishops, with 16 proxies, formed the. mi-
nority; and thirty-nine of the most eminent among, the nobility sub-
scribed a protest agalnst the convention. ’
Spain failed, as it was foreseen; in the fulﬁlment of the. conven-
tion, and however desirous Sir R. Walpole still was of peace, he was
compelled to yield to the sense of the nation*. War was accordingly.
declared against, Spaih‘, on the 19th. October,71739 . It-is painful

- e Thé conduct of Walpole with re'speét to the convention Teminds- one of an observation wof
Tacltus % honestum pacis nomen segni otio imposuit.” ;
£ Frederick of Prussia has several times remarked of tb,ts war, “que l’Angleterre et 'Espagne
se faisoient la guerre dans le nouveau monde pour deux ore:ﬂes Angloises, que les Espagnols
avoient coupées, et qui depensoient des sommes immenses pour des objets de contrebandé bien’
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to tlook - back, even at this remote. period, upon the -disasters which. CHAP.
attended our arms in the prosecutmn of this war. -The event ought: 17159'
to have been otherwise. Our sailors were then, and .for ages had
been, the bravest and- the best in the world, and commanders might
surely have been found to lead them on to-victery wherever it was of
possible attainment. Had a naval armament then been equipped
with a judgment -and zeal at all resembling that which we have seen

on: more yecent occasions; had.a Blake, a. Hawke, or a Nelson,'(and.
such men must then have lived,) been invested with the chief com-
mand, instead of the blustering and empty Vernon; I firmly believe
that the enthusiasm .of .our seamen, in so popular a cause, would
almost have fulfilled the expectations of the nation, would have en-
riched the country with the wealth. of Spaln, and gone near to anni-
hilate her navy.

Mr. ‘Waller, on the 24th of January, 1740, having moved for 1740.

copies of letters ‘and:-orders sent to Admiral Haddock, Mr. Pitt sup-
ported his.motion. Sir Robert Walpole concluded his speech by say-
ing, that the time which would be taken up with such a fruitless
enquiry, might be more usefully employed.” Mr. Pitt then said®:
. “Itis my opinion, that our time cannot be more usefully em-
ployed, -during a war, than in examining how it has been conducted,
and settling. the degree of confidence that may be reposed in those to
whose care are entrusted our reputations, our fortunes, and our lives.

“ There is not-any enquiry, Sir, of more importance than this;
it'is'not a question about an uncertain privilege, or a law which, - if
found inconvenient, may hereafter be repealed. We are now to'ex-

indignes des grands efforts que faisoient ces deux nations.”—(Euvres posthumes. The story to
which Frederick refers is:well known. -Jénkins was Captain of an English vessel. Sailing for
Jamaica in 1731 he was boarded by a Spanish guard-ship and treated with much insult and
cruelty. In the opposition publications of the time it was said that the Spanish Captain, after
inflicting the grossest barbarity upon the English sailors and their captain, cut off oné of Jenkins’s
" ears and bid him carry it to his king. No doubt the indignation‘of this country, before deeply
. excited, was still farther enflamed by the exaggelated accounts of this story. - But the fact, whe-
ther true-or not, was only one of a thousand which had occurred to irritate England against Spain.
& This Speech is taken from Chandler’s ¢ollection of parliamentary debates.

VOL. I. . o : F
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CHAP. amine whether it i3 probable that we shall preserve our commerce

1I.
1740.

and our independence, or ‘whether we are sinking into subjection to
= foreign ppwer,

« But this enqu1ry, Sir, will produce no great information, if
those whose conduct is examined, are allowed to select the evidence;
for what accounts will they exhibit but such as have often alréady
been laid before us, and such as they now offer without concern?
Aceounts, obscure and fallacious, imperfect and confused ; from which
nothing can be learned, and which can never entitle the mimstet to
praise, though they may screen him from punishment.”

The Government having experienced considerable i inconvenience
in manning their ships of war, a bill, for a general register of all sea-
men, and watermen capable of service, was prepared by Sir Charles
Wager and Sir John Norris and presented to the House of Commons
on the 5th February,: 1740, under the specious- title of ¢ A bill for
the encouragement and increase of seamen, and for the hetter and

-speedier manning his Majesty’s fleet.” The hardships which would

have resulted to seamen from the passing of this bill were evidently
great. The justices of the. peace were authorized by it to issue war-
rants to search for such seamen as might conceal “themselves within
their respective jurisdictions, A power was granted them of breaking
‘open doors in ease of resistance, and the miserable victim, after being
registered at the Navy Office, was to beforcibly compelled to re-enter

= the service. These oppressive evils were acknowledged by the framers

of the bill, which was defended upon the plea of expediency alone,
But such was the sensation which it excited, that the minister was,
for a time, compelled to abandon it. Sir C. Wager, however, brought
forward a similar bill some time after. On this occasion Mr. Pitt
is reported to have thus delivered his oplmon against it": "

“ It is common for those to have the greatest regard to their own
interest, who discover the least for that of others. I do not, there-

* b This Speech, with Mr. Pitt’s replies to Horace Walpole and to Mr. Winnington were origi-
nally written by Dr. Johnson for the Gentleman’s-Magazine, and afterwards inserted by
Chandler in his debates. . :
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tion of their favourite' measures, by arguments of greater efficacy than 1740

those which are pretended to be founded on reason and Justlce
¢« Nothing is meore evident, than that some degree of reputatlon
is absolutely necessary to men who have any. concern in the adminis-
tration of a government like ours; they must either secure the fidelity
of their. adherents, by the assistance of wisdom or of virtie 3 their
enemies must either be awed by their honesty, or ovércome by their
cunning. Mere artless bribery will never gain a sufficient majority
to set them entirely free from apprehensions of censure. To different
tempers, different motives must be applied. Some, who p]ace their
felicity in being accounted wise, care very little to preserve the cha-
racter of honesty ; others may be persuaded to join in measures which
they easily discover to be weak and illconcerted, begause they are
.convinced that the authors of them are not corrupt but mistaken, and
-are unwﬂhng that any man should be punlshed for natural defects or
casual ignorance.
“ I cannot say which of ‘these motives influence the advocates of
the bill before us; a bill in which such cruelties are proposed, as are

yet unknown among the most savage nations, such as slavery has not

yet borne or tyranny invented ; such as cannot be heard w1thout
" resentment, nor thought of without horror,

“TIt is, perhaps, not. unfortunate that one more expedient has
been added, rather ridiculous than shocking, and that these tyrants
of administration, who amuse themselves with oppressing their fellow-
subjects, who add, without reluctance, one hardship to another, invade
the liberty of those whom they have already overborne with taxes;
first Jplunder, and then imprison; who take all opportunjties of
heighténing the public distresses, and make the miseries of war the
ipstruments of new oppressions, are too. ignorant to, be formidable,
and owe their power, not to their abilities, but to casual prosPerlty, or
to the influence of money.

¢ The other clauses of this bill, complicated at once with cruelty
and folly, have been treated with. becoming indignation; but this

F2 -
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CHAP. may be considered with less ardour and resentment, and fewer emo-

L
1740.

tions of zeal ;. because, though not perhaps equally iniquitous, it will

do no harm : for a.law that.can never.be executed can never be

felt.

© % That it will consume the manufacture of paper, and swell the

‘book of statutes, 1s all the good or hurt that can be hoped or .feared

from a law like this; a law which fixes what 1s in his own nature
mutable, which prescribes rules to the _seasons and limits to the
wind,

1 am too Well acquainted, Sir, with the disposition of its two
chief supporters, to mention the contempt with which the law. will be
treated by posterity ; for they have .already shewn abundantly their
disregard of succeeding generations;.but.I will.remind them, that

they are now, venturing their . whole. interest at once, and I hope they
will recojlect, before it is too late, that: those who believe them to

intend the happiness of their country, will never be confirmed in their
opinion by open cruelty and notorious oppression ;- and thatthose who

“have only their own interest. in view, will be afraid of adhering to

those leaders, however. old:and practised in expedients, however
strengthened by corruption, -or elated with power, who have no reason

to hope for success from either their: virtue or their abilities.”

Mr. Pitt was answered by Horace Walpole who, in the course of
his speech, directed towards him some illiberal and personal remarks, -

reflecting upon his youth and observed that the cause of truth was

but little assisted by vehement .gesture and theatrical  emotion.

The caustic satire of Mr. Pitt’s Well known reply is not to be

exceeded

¢ 4
. ] "1
! Mr, Archdeacon Coxe has, mare than once, stated that he has generally found Sir R.

‘Walpale’s,speeches aceurately preserved in Chandler, and that Dr, Johnson must have deceived

himself when he claimed the exclusive composition’ of certain debates. This is also my own
opinion, but I do not see how it can be yeconciled with what Mr. Coxe says of the above reply,™
namely, that it was written by Johnson, in eonformity fo the gbservation recorded by Boswell ;

% that he was determined the Whig dogs should not have the best of it.” I admit, however

.that Johnsor in his reports has gften allowed the essayist to predominate over the speaker,
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. -« The.atrocious crime of being a young man, which the Horor- cHAP.
* able Gentleman has 'with such spirit and decency charged upon-me, 1-17149

1 shall neither attempt. to palliate nor deny, but content mygelf with="—"——
wishing that I 'may be one of those whose follies: may cease with their
‘ youth ‘and: not. of that number who are - ignorant in ‘spite of ex-
© perience. . - : A

“ Whether. youth can be imputed to any man as a reproach, L

wﬂl not agsume: the province of ‘determining : but surely age may be-
come justly' contemptible, if the opportunities which it brings have
past away. witheut improvement, and vice appears to prevail when the
passions ‘have subsided. - The wretch who, aftet having seen the con-
sequences of a thousand errors, continues. still to blunder, and whose
age has only added obstinacy to stupidity, is surely the object of either

abhorrence or contempt, and deserves-not that his grey: head should -

secure him from msults : w
¢ Much more 1s he to-be abhorred, who, as he has advanced in

age, has receded from virtue, and becomes more wicked with less °

temptation ; who prostitutes himself for money which he cannet enjoy,
and spends the remains of his life in the ruin of his country.

“ But youth is not my only crime!—I have been accused of
acting a theatrical part. - A theatrical -part may either imply some
peculiarities of gesture, or a dissimulation of my real sentiments, and
an adoption of the opinions and language of another ian. '

“In the first sense, the charge is toe trifling to be cenfuted, and
deserves only to be mentioned, that it may be despised ;-F am at li-
berty, like every other man, to use my own language ;-and though I
may, perhaps, have some ambition, yet, to please- this gentlenian, I

shall rnot lay myself under any restraint, nor very solicitously copy -

his dlCthI’l, or his mien, however matured by age, or modelled by ex-
perience.—If -any ‘man shall, by charging me with theatrical be-
‘haviour, imply that I utter any sentiments but my own, I shall treat
‘'him'as a calumniator and a villain ; nor shall any. protection shelter
him from the treatment which he deserves. I shall on such an occa-
sion, without scruple, trample upon all those forms-with which wealth
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cHAP. and dignity entrench ‘themselves, nor shall any thing but age restrain
1720 my resentment ; age, which always brings oné privilege, that of belno

“insolent and supercilious without punishment.

¢ But with regard to those whom I have offended, I am of op1-
nion, that if I had acted a borrowed. part, I should have avoided their
censure ; the heat that offended them is the ardour of conviction, and

that zeal for the service of my country, which ‘neither hope nor fear

shall influence me to suppress. I will not sit unconcerned while my .

liberty is invaded, nor look in silence upon public robbery. I will

exert my endegvours, at whatever hazard, to repel the aggressor, and
drag the thief to justice, whoever may protect them in their villainy,
and whoever may partake of thelr plunder. And if the Honourable
Gentleman”

Mr. Pitt was here- interrupted by Mr. Winnington, who called
'him to order with much bitterness of language, and was himself pro-
ceeding in a more violent strain than that which he affected ‘to con-

- demn, when Mr. Pitt is said to have retorted upon him his own accu-

sation in these spirited words: - :

“ If ‘this. be to preserve order, there is no danger of indecency
from the most licentious tongue ; for what calumny can be more atro-
cious, or 'what reproach ‘more severe, than that of speaking without
any regard to truth ? Order may sometimes be broken by passion or
inadvertency, but will hardly be re-established by a monitor like this,
who cannot govern his own passmn whilst he is restralmng the impe-
tuosity of others. - .

“ Happy would it be for mankmd if every.one ‘knew his own
province ; we:should not then see the same man at once a criminal
and a judge; nor would this gentleman assume the right of chtd.tmg
to ‘others what he has not learned himself.

% That I may return, in some degree, the favour which- he in-
tends me, I will advise him, never hereafter to exert himself on the

“subject of order ; but whenever he finds himself inclined to speak on
such oceasions, to remember how hie has now sueceeded, and condemn

in silence what his censures will never reform.”
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| Several ‘corrections and amendments being introduced into Sir CHAP.
C. Wager’s bill, it passed by a majority of 155 against.79. L 1%0
The power of Sir R. Walpole was now rapidly declining. His=——
name was not only unpopular, but odious throughout- the. comntry.
The most illiberal and absurd comparisons were made between him
and the worst ministers and favourites that at any time have disgraced
agovernment. The unwillingness with which he had entered into the
war, the inability, supineness, and even_treachery with which he had
conducted it, were charges every where echoed against him. With-
out attempting to substantiate all these accusations, I think 1t must
be allowed that Walpole’s conduct of the war was f8eble and inju-
“dicious. His talents, like his inclinations, were of the peaceful kind,
well adapted for the internal management of 2 country, for finanee,
and negociation, but wanting that energy which is necessary for war.
His influence in the cabinet had suffered a.considerable diminution:
upon the death of the Queen, and his extraordinary powers of memory
and application were perhaps, in some degree, impaired by age. The
death of Sir William Wyndham, indeed, was favourable to his interests.
It had weakened the opposition in the lower House, by shaking the
union between the Whigs and Tories: but his adversaries were more
powerful and numerous than ever in the House of Lords. It was
owing to the frequent protests of the Peers against the conduct of the
minister, that a personal attack upon him was.at length instituted " in
the House of Commons, Mr. Sandys havmg informed t;he House
that he should on the 13th February bring forward an accusation
against the minister, the publiec mind was excu;ed to a fever of expec-
tation. On the day appointed for the motion, four hundred and fifty
membérs attended in the House of Commons, many of them having
- secured "their seats so early as six o’clock in the morning. The pas-
sages and gallery of the House were thronged to excess, and the
nation, at large, was ardently looking for the result of the proceed—_
ings. After a severe criminating speech, Mr. Sandys moved an ad-
dress to the King, requesting his- Majesty to remove Sir R. Walpole
from his presence and councils for ever, Lord Limerick seconded
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CHAP. the motion... Pulteney, Bootle, Fazakerly, and. Lyttleton, spoke in
1740 its favour, and Mr, Pitt, on.the same side, thus gave his opinionst,.

¢ As it has. been.observed, that those who have formerly ap-
proved the measures of the Gentleman into whose conduct. we are now
inquiring, cannot be expected to disavow their former opinions, unless
new. arguments are produced of greater force than those which have
formerly been offered ; so the same steadiness must be expected in
those who have opposed them, unless they can now hear them better
‘defended. .

“Tt is an estabhshed maxim, Slr, that as time is the test of
opinions, falséhood grows_every day weaker, and truth gains upon
mankind. - This is most eminently just.in political assertions, which
often respect future events, and the remote.consequences of transac-
tions; and therefore never . fails to be, by time, lncontestably verified,
or undeniably disproved... On many. occasions it is impossible to de-

‘termine the¢ expediency . of measures otherwise thap by conjecture,

because almost every step that can be taken, may have a tendency to
a good, as Well as to a bad end: and as he who professes, and he
who- promotes, may conceal their intentions till they are ripened into
execution, time only can discover the motives of their demands, and
the principles of their conduct.

“ For this reason it may easily be expected, that bad measures
will be condemned by men of integrity, when, their consequences are
fully discovered, though, when they were proposed, they might by
plausible declarations ‘and specious appeatances,. obtain their appro-
bation and applause,. Those, whose purity of intention and simpli-
city of morals, exposed them to credulity and implicit. confidence,
must resent the arts by which  they were deluded into a concurrence
with projects detrimental to their country, but of which the'conse-
quences_were artfully concealed from them, or the real intention
steadily denied. '

“ With regard to those gentlemen, whose neglect .of ‘political

L}

x This Spéech is taken from Chandler. - It is much’ teo- sententious for Mr. Pitt, and bears
strong marks of Dr. Johnson’s composition, although it has not been assigned to’ him.
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studies has not qualified them t6 judge of the questions when they
were first debated ; and who giving their suffrages, were not so.much
directed by their own . conviction, as by the authority of men whose
experiénce and knowledge they knew to be great, and whose integrity
they had hitherto found no reason to distrust; it may be naturally
expected that when they see those measures which were recommended,
as necessary to peace and happiness, productive only of confusion, op-
pression, and. distress, they should acknowledge their error and forsake
their guides, whom they must discover to have been either ignorant
or treacherous; and by an open recantation of their former decisions,
endeavour to repair the calamities which they have contributed to
bring on their country.

“ The extent and complication of pohtlcal questlons is such that.
no man can justly be ashamed of having been sometimes mistaken in:
his determinations; and the propensity of the human mind to confi-
dence and friendship is so great, that. every man, however cautious,.

however sagacious, or however experienced, is sometimes exposed to.

the artifices of. interest and the delusions of hypocrisy ; but it is the:

“duty, and ought to be the honour, of every man to own his mistake,.

whenever he discovers it, and to warn others against those frauds
which have been too successfully practlsed upon himself. -

% I am, therefore, inclined to hope, that every man will not be
equally pre-determined in the presént debate, and that as I shall be
ready to declare my approbatlon of integrity. and wisdom, though
they should be found where I have long suspected ignorance and cor-
ruption; 'so others will, with. equal justice, censure wickedness and.
error, though they should have been detected in that person whom:
they have been long taught to reverence as the oracle of knowledge
and the. pattern of yirtue. SO

¢ In pohtlcal debates, time always produces new lights;- time
can, in these i inquiries, never be neutral, but must always acquit or.

4t
CHAP,

IL
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condemn. Time, indeed, may not, always produce new .arguments.

against bad conduct, because all its consequences might be originally
foreseen and exposed; but it must_always confirm them, and ripen
VOL. I. G |
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CHAP. conjectures into ' certainty. Though it--should, therefore be truly
1%'0 asserted, that nothing is urged in this debate which was not before
=== mentioned and rejected, it will not prove that because the arguments

. are the same, they ought to produce the same effect; becaus8 what
~ was then only foretold has now been seen and felt, and what was

then but believed is now known.

« But if time has produced no vindication of those measures
which were suspected of mmprudence or of treacher ¥ it must be at
length acknowledged that those suspicions were just, and that what
ought then to have been rejected, ought now to be punished.

“ This is, for the most part, the state of the question. Those
measures which were once defended by sophistical reasoning, or palli-
ated by the warm declamation of sincerity and disinterested zeal for
the public happiness, are found to be such as they were represented
by those who opposed them. It is now discovered that the treaty of

‘Hanover was calculated only for the advancement of the House of

Bourbon ; that our armies, are kept up only to multiply dependence,
and to awe the nation from the exertion of its rights; that Spain has
been courted only te the ruin of our trade; and that the convention
was little more than an artifice to amuse the people: with an idle
appearance of a reconciliation, which our enemies never intended.

“ Of the stipulation which produced the memorable treaty of
Hanover,. the improbability was.often urged, but the absolute falses
hood could .be. proved only by the declaration of one of the parties.
This declaration was at length produced by time, which was never
favourable to .the measures of our minister. The Emperor of Germany
asserted, with the utmost solemnity, that no such article was ever pro-
posed ; and that his engagements with Spain had ne tendency to
produce any change in the government of this kingdom.

« Thaus it is evident, Sir, that all the terrors which the apprehen_
sion of this alliance produced, were mierely the operation of fraud
upon cowardice;-and that they were only raised by the artful French,
to disunite us from the only power with which it is our interest to
cultivate an inseparable friendship, This disunion may therefore be



*
IR

T0. REMOVE SIR K. WALPOLE, ) 43,

justly charged upon the .minister, who has weakened the interest of CHAP:
his country, and endangered the liberties.of Europe. =~ - Y

- ¢ If it be asked, Sir, how. he could have discovered the fa}sehood e
of the report before it was confuted by.the: late. Emperor, it may
easily be answered, that he might. have discovered. it_by the same .
tokens which betrayed it to his opponents,——-thé impossibility of
earrying it into execution.. For it.must be confessed, that his French
nformers, well acquainted with his disposition to pamic fears; had
used po caution in the eonstruction of their imposture, nor seem to
have had any other v1ews, ‘than to add .one error to ancther, to drown
his reason i alarm, and to. overbear him with astonishment, . - .

'« When. they found he began to be disordered at the- danger of
our trade from enemies destitute of naval forces, they easily discovered
that to make him the slave of France, nothing more was necessary
than to add, that these bloody confederates had projected an invasion ;
that they intended to add slavery to pOVerty, and to place the Pre-
tender upon the throne.

“ To be alarmed into vigilance had not been unworthy of the
firmest and most sagacious minister ; but to be terrified by such re-
ports into measures which even an invasion could scarcely have justi-
fied, was, at least, a proof of a capacity not formed by nature. for the
administration of government. o

“ If it be asked what advantage was derived from this treaty by
France, and to what inconveniencessit has subjected this nation, an
answer may very justly be refused, till the minister or his apologists shall
explain his conduct in the last war with Spain; and inform us why
the Plate fleet was spared, our ships sacrificed to. the worms, and our
admiral and his sailors poisoned in an unhealthy climate? Why the
Spamards, an full security, laughed at our armaments, and trlumphed
in our calamities? . \ .

“ The lives of Hosier and-his forces are now ]ustly to be' de—L
manded of this man ; he is now to be charged with the murder of
those unhappy men, whom he exposed to misery and cOntaglon,
to pacify, on the one hand the British, who called out for war; and

L6 2
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CHAP. to gratify on the.other, the French, who ‘insisted that the Spanish
17%, treasures should not be seized.

—_— “ The minister who neglects.any just -opportunity of promoting

the power, or increasing the wealth, of his country, is to be considered

- as'an enemy to his fellow-subjects ; but what censure is to be passed

upon him who betrays that army to a defeat, by which victory might

“have been obtained ; impoverishes the nation, whose affairs he is en-

trusted to transact, by those expeditions which might have enriched it;

" who levies armies only to be exposed to pestilence, and compels them to

perish in sight of their enemies, without molesting them ? It cannot,

surely, be. denied, that such conduct may justly produce a censure

more severe than that which is intended by this motion; and that he

who has doomed thousands to the grave; who has co-operated with

foreign powers against his country; who has protected its enemiess

and dishonored its arms ; should be deprived not only of its honors,

but his life ; that he should at least be stripped of those riches which

he has amassed during a long series of successful wickedness ; and not

barely be hindered from maklng new acquisitions, and I lncreasmg his
wealth by multiplying his crimes.

“ But no such penalties, Sir, are now requlred those who have
long stood up in opposition to him, give a proof, by the motion, that
they were not incited by personal malignity. They are not provoked
to propese:any treasonable censure, nor have they recommended what
might be authorized by his own- practice—an act of attainder, or a
bill of pains and penalties. - They 'desire' nothing further than that
the security of the nation may be restored, and the discontents of the
people assw: aged by his removal from that trust which he had so long
abused. :

 The disconztent-of the. people is, in itself, a-reason for agreeing
to this motion, which no rhetorical vindicator of his conduct will be”

. able to counterbalance ; for since it is necessary to the prosperity of
the government, that the people should believe their interest favoured,
and their liberties protected ; since to imagine themselves neglected,
and to be neglected in reality, must produce in them the same sus- .
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pxcmns and the same distrust, it iy the duty of every. faithful subject CHAP.

whom his station qualifies, to offer advice to his Sovereign, to persuade
him, for the preservation of his own honor, and the affection of his
subjects, to remove from his couneils that man whom they have long
considered . as the author of pernicious measures, and a favourer of
arbitrary power.”. :
Several very singular causes led to the reJect1on of Sandys mo~
tion, the principal of which were the disunion of the Whigs and’ the
Tories, occasioned by the death of Sir W, Wyndham, and the seces-
sion of ShlpBen, who, with a number of his friends, quitted the House
before the question came to a dlvmon. Sandys’ motion was, accord-
. ingly, negatived by the great maJorlty of 290 against 106. But the
triumph of the minister on this occasion, by rendemng him too confi~
dent of his own influence, and negligent in providing against.the
measures of his adversaries, paved the way for his certain downfall
upon a subsequent occasion. The Parliament was dissolved on the
25th April, 1741,  The struggles of parties for the fresh elections
then begun, and it was soon.seen that the minister had not sufficient
interest to secure a majority. The new Parliament assembled on the
4th December, 1741, Mr. Pitt having been re-elected for Old Sarum,
Sir R. Walpole having propesed the re-appointment of Mr. Earle,
(notwithstanding the extreme unpopularity of that gentleman,) to the
chair of the committee upon elections, had the mortification to find

himself in a minority upon that question. This deféat ought instantly

to have caused his resignation, but he clung to power, and was des-
tined to suffer further humiliation. The opposite party several times
outnumbered him in questions upon contested elections, and upon the
2nd February, 1742, the majority was so considerable against him,
that he never could hope to resist it. That day saw'him for the last
time in the House of Commons. ~ On-the 9th February he was created
- Earl of Orford, and on the 11th he’ resigned his employments, . But
if Sir R. Walpole was no longer minister, he ceased not to be a poli-
tician. He had a negociation, on his own account, te conduet, as
difficult and embarrassing as any he had ever; transacted. for the

1740

1741.

1742.
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CHAP. country.” Hé ‘well knew the obloquy in:which: his name was held..
1742, He had ‘experienced much. ingratitude and treachery from many of
== his nominal friends; who had entered inte private engagements with

his enemies. The terrors of .a public investigation and impeachment.
sounded in his éars. Amidst the heat of party, and the violent pre~
judices which prevailed against him, he could not but feel alarmed'at
the probable calamities which would ensue to him on his fall from
power. His administration had been continued for more than twenty
years, and in his complicated transactions with the public revenue of
this opulent and commercial country, many things had occurred which
it was impossible to explain to the general satisfaction. His enemies
were numerous and mighty, some of them capable of colouring ‘the
fairest measures of his life, and most of them avowedly intent on his
destruction. He could only hope to remain unmolested during the
remainder of his life by dividing their strength. In this emergency
the great object of Walpole was to disunite the opposition, and the

. dexterity with which he effected this, was never exceeded by any

previous effort of his life. It was on this occasion that the King’s
support, and the steady adherence of a few tried friends, gave scope
to his great powers of negociation. Early in January, 1742, overtures
were made to the leaders of opposition by some of Walpoles col-
leagues, who were high in the confidence of the crown. It was inti-
mated to Lord Carteret, that proposals from the highest quarter would
speedily be made to Mr. Pulteney for the arrangement of a new
ministry. . Nothing was better calculated to soothe the vanity of
Pulteney, or to detach him from the great body of the opposition,

than such an intimation. Some days, however, intervened before any

formal communication was made to him. Perhaps -this- delay was
favourable to the interests of Lord Orford, as it naturally kept Pul-
teney in a. state of suspense. The opposition, as: 1 before observed,
had for some time been. composed of men of the most various -and
opposite opinions. Discontented Whigs and violent Tories, Jacobites
and republicans; were united for the sole purpose of overthrowing the
minister.-- The mere surmise-of a partial negociation from the Court

~



_ IN DIVIDING HIS ENEMIES, 1
with Pulteney excited suspicion. But when it was known that that chap.
gentleman had acquiesced in the proposition to retain most of Wal- I
pole’s associates’ in power ; that, with a few slight exceptions, the
government was to be conducted by the same persons, the mortifi- .
cation of the country was proportioned to the previous exuberance of -
its expectation, NIr. Pulteney himself now sank beneath the tide of
popular indignation which before had overwhelmed the minister, The
celebrated meeting at the Fountain Tavern, for the proposed intention
of considering ‘the public state of affairs, and arranging a ministry,
was held on the 11th February, 1742. It consisted of nearly three
hundred members of both Houses of . Parliament. = There was much
speaking, much virulence, and no harmony at this meeting, and it
separated, as it had assembled, with a general feeling of suspicion and
dissatisfaction. B ' o




CHAPTER 1II.
1742,

Lord Limerick’s motion for an enquiry into the conduct of the late Minister— My, Pitt’s
speech in support of that motion—The motion is lost—Lord Limerick’s second motion—
Mr. Pitt’s speech in support of it—Qbservation of Mr. Pitt in reply to the younger
Horace Walpole—Mr. Pitt is appointed one of a Commitiee of secrecy to enquire into
the conduct of the late Minister—Bill of indemmity to protect witnesses— Brief retrospect
of Sir R. Walpole's administration—The Bill of Indemnity is tejected by the House of
Peers— Lord Orford in retirement—Changes in the ministry considered—John Duke of
" Argyle— Disappointment of parties—A new opposition— Of whom composed—CIzamc-
ters of Lord Carteret and the Duke of Newcastle.

cHAP. ALTHOUGH Lord Orford had been successful in dividing hlS enemies;

- 1L
1742,

although during the time spent in adJustlng the new, ministry he had
created a pause, in which his opponents in their eager expectation of
office had ceased to attack him; no sooner were the places filled, and
the hope of each individual either realized or disappointed, than the
clamour was renewed. The cry was, however, feebler, for it came
from fewer throats, and it was also directed against others as well as
against the late minister. Although I think it clear that Pulteney
had never pledged himself to screen him from justice, still the sus-
p1c1ons of that gentleman’s poht'lcal integrity, and his alleged ‘eager-
ness for a peerage, rendered men less violent in their enmity to Lord
Orford. Walpole’s danger was passed, but he was still threatened
with impeachment. On the 9th March, 1742, a motion was made
in the House of Commons, by Lord Limerick, for an inquiry into the
conduct of the late administration during the last twenty years. This
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motion was opposed by Mr. Pelham, ‘who, in the course of his speech, GH{%P
observed that * it would consxderably shorten the debate, if gentlemen 1742,

would keep close to the argument, and not run into long harangues and
flowers of rhetoric Whlch might be mtroduoed upon any other subject
as well as the present,’” “ ~ ‘ :

M. Pitt answered him thuse : :
.- % What the gentlemen on the other s1de mean by long harangues
or flowers of rhetoric T ‘shall not pretend to- determine, but if they:
make use of nothing of the kind, it is no very good argument of their
sincerity, because a man who speaks from: his heart and is sincerely.

affected with the subject upon which he speaks, as every honest man.

must be when he speaks in the cause of his country, such a man, I say;
falls naturally into expressions which may be called flowers of rhetoric,
and therefore deserves as little to be charged. with affectation, as the
most stupld serjeant at law that ever spoke for a half gumea fee. For
my party; I have heard nothing in favour of the question but what I
thought very proper, and very much to the purpose. 'What has been
said, indeed, on the other side of the question, especially the long jus~
tification that has been made.of our late measures, I cannot think so
proper, because this motion is founded upon the present melancholy
situation of affairs, and upon. the general clamour without doors,
against the late .conduct of our public servants; and either of these,
with me, shall always be a sufficient reason for ‘agreeing’ to a parlia~
mentary enquiry, because, without such enquiry, I cannot, even in my
own mind, enter into the disquisition, whether our public measures
have been right: or not; without such enqmry I ‘cannot be fumlshed
with the necessary -information. ~

“ But the. Honorable: Gentlemen .who oppose thlS motxon seemn

‘to mistake, I do not say wilfully, the difference. between a motion for

an' impeachment, and & motion for an enquiry. .If any member of
~ this House were to stand up .in his place and move for impeaching a,

4 e B 4 . - ‘a . 1
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minister, he would be obliged to charge him with some partlcular
crimes or misdemeanors, and produce some proof, or declare that he
was ready to prove the facts; but any gentleman may move for an

- enquiry “without any particular ‘allegation, and without offering any

proof, or declaring that he is ready to prove; because the very design
of an enquiry is to find out particular facts and particular proofs.
The general circumstances of things, or general rumours without doors,
are a sufficient foundation for such a motion, and for the House agree-
ing to it when it is made: This, Sir, has always been the practice,
and has been the foundation of almost all the enquiries-that were ever

set on foot in this House, especially those that have been carried ‘on

by secret and seleet committees. What other foundation was there
for the secret committee appointed in the year 1694, (to go no further
back,) to enquire .into, and inspect the books and accounts of the -
East India Company and Chamber of London? Nothing but a gene-
ral rumour that some:corrupt practlce had been made use of. What
was the foundation of the enquiry in the year 1714? Did the Honor-
able Gentleman who moved for appointing that secret committee
charge the former administration with any particular crimes? Did
he offer any proofs, or declare that he was ready to prove any thing?
It is said, the measures pursued by that administration were condemned
by a great majority of that House of Commons. What, Sir! were
those ministers condemned before ‘they were heard? .Could any
gentleman be so unjust as to pass sentence, even in his own mind,
upon a measure before he had enquired into’it? He might perhaps
dislike the treaty of Utrecht, but upon enquiry, it might appear to
be the best that could be obtained; and it has since been so far justi-
fied, that it appears at least as good 1f not better than any treaty
we have subsequently made. ‘ ‘

“ Sir, it was not the treaty of Utrecht, nor ‘any' measure ‘openly
pursued by the administration, that‘was the foundation or the cause
of an enquiry into their conduct. It was the loud complaints of ‘a
great party against them, and the gencral suspicion of their having

carried on treasonable negociatiops in favour of the Pretender, and for
'

\
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defeating the Protestant succession... “The enquiry. was. set on foot in CH{I&P
order to detect those practlces, if any such, existed, and to find proper 1742,

evidence for convicting the offenders. The same. argument holds with
regard to the enquiry into the management of the South Sea Coms
pany in the year 1721.. When that affair was first moved in.the
House, by Mr. Neville, he did not, he could not, charge those direct+
ors, or any of.them, with any particular.proofs. His motion was,
¢ That the directors of the South Sea. Company should forthwith lay
before the House an account of their proceedings,” and it was founded
upon the general circumstances of things, the distress brought upon
the public credit of the nation, and the general and loud complaints
without doors. This motion .indeed, reasonable as it was, we know
was opposed by the court party at the time, and, in particular; by two
doughty brothers, who have been attached to the court ever since;
but their opposmon raised such a warmth in the House, that they
were glad to give it up, and never after durst directly oppose that
enquiry. I wish I could now see the same zeal for public justice.
The circumstances of affairs I am sure deserve it. Our public' credit
was then indeed brought into distress ; but now the nation itself; nay,
not only this nation, but all our friends upon the continent, are brought
into the most imminent danger. , ' :

% This, Sir, is admitted even by those who oppose this motion
and if they have ever lately conversed with those that dare speak their
minds, they must admit, that the murmurs of the people against the
conduct of the administration are now as general and as loud as:ever
they were upon any occasion. But the misfortune is, that gentlemen
who are in office seldom converse with any but-such as either are, or
want to be, in office ; and such men, think as they will, will always
applaud their superiors ; consequently, gentlemen who'are in adminis-
tration, or in any office under it, can rarely know the voice of the

people. The voice of this House was formerly, I grant, and always

ought to be, the voice of the people. If new Parliaments were more

frequent, and few placemen, and no pensioners admitted, it would be

so still ; but if long Parliaments be continued, and a corrupt nfluence
' H 2
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UI—E\P. should prevail, not only at elections; but in: this House, the voice of
l'l74é, this House will generally be very different from, nay, often directly
contrary to, the voice of the people. However, as this is not, I

believe, the case at present, I hope there s a majority of us who know
what is the voice of the people; and if it be admitted by all, that the
nation is at present in the utmost distress and danger, if it be admitted
by a majority, that-the voice of the people is loud against the late
conduct of our'administration, this motion must be agreed. to, because
I have shewn that these two circumstances, without any particular
charge, have been the foundation of almost every parhamentary
enquiry. '

- 1 readily. admlt, Sir, hat we have very httle to do with the
characte.r br reputation of .a minister, but as it always does, and must
affect our Sovereign. . But the people may become disaffected as well
as discontented, when they find the King continues obstinately to em~
ploy a minister who, they thmk, oppresses them at home, and betrays
them abroad. -We are therefore, in-duty to our Sovereign,. obliged
to enquire-into the conduct of a minister, when it becomes generally
suspected by the people, in order that we may vindicate his character
if he be innacent of the charges brought against him, or, if he be guilty,
that we may obtain his removal from.the councils of our Sovereign,
-and also ¢ondign punishment upon his crimes. , -

s After having said thias much, Sir, I need scarcely. answer what
‘has been asserted that no parliamentary enquiry ought ever to. be ins
stituted, unless we are convinced that something has been done amiss;
 Sir, the very name given to this House of Parliament proves the con-
trary - We are called The Grand Inquest of the Nation ; and as such,
it is our duty to inquire into every step of public managemeént, both
abroad and at_home, in order to sée that nothing has been done amiss:
It-is not- necessary, upon every occasion, to establish a secret com-
mittee, This is never necessary but when the affairs to be brought
Dbefore them,, or some of those affairs, are supposed to be of such
nature. as to require secrecy. - But as experience has shewn that no-
thing but an enquiry is ever made by a general committee, or a com=
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mittee of -the whole House, 1 wish .that .all estimates” and accounts, CHAP.
and many.other affairs, were:respectively referred to select committees. s
‘Their enquiries would be more exact, and the receiving of their reports ——
- would not occupy 'so much of our time as is vepresented. ; but if it did,
our duty being to make strict enquiries into every thing relative to the
public; our assembling here being: for that: purpose, we must perform
our duty before we break. up; and his present Majesty, I am sure,
-will never put an end to any session till- that duty has been fully per-
formed. - T, L
« It is said by some gent]emen, that by this enquiry we shall be
in danger of discovering the secrets of our government to our enemies.
“This argument, Sir, by proving too much, proves nothing. Ifit were
-admitted, it would always have been, and its.admission. for ever will
'be, -an argument against:our enquiring into dny affair in which our
‘government: can. be supposed  to, be. concemed Our enquiries would
then be confined ‘to. the conduct of . our little companies, of inferior
custom-house officers and excisemen ;. for, if we should -presume to
.enquire into the: conduct of commissioners of great companies, it would
be said the government had a concern in their conduct, and the secrets
of government must not be divulged. "Every gentleman must see
that this would be the. consequence of admitting such an argument;
but, besides, it is false in fact, and Contrary to éxperience,.. We have
had many parliamentary enquiries. into the eonduct of ministers of
state, and yet I defy any one to shew that any state affair which ought
-to have been concealed was- thereby discovered, or. that our. affairs,
either abroad- or at home, ever suffered by such discovery. I his
Majesty should; by message, inform us, that’ someé. of the papers sealed
up, and laid before us, required the utmost secresy, we might refer
them to our committee, instructing them to order only-two or three -
of their.number to inspect .such papers, and.to: report from them.no-
thing. but what. they thought might safely be communicated tothe
whole, By this method, I presume, the danger of discovery would be
effectually :removed ; this danger, therefore; s, no-.good. argument -
against a pariamentary enquiry. . -
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“ The other objection, :Sir, is. i‘e'ally surprising, becduse it is
founded upon 4 cir¢umstance whlch in all former times, has.been
admitted as a strong argument in favour of an immediate enquiry.
The Honorable Gentlemen are so ingenuous as to confess that our
affairs, both abroad and at home, are at present in the utmost dis-
tress ; but say they, you ought to free' yourselves from this distress,
before you enquire into the cause of it. Sir, according to this way of
arguing, a minister who has p‘lu’ndered and betrayed his country, and
fears being called to an account in Parliament, has nothing to do but
to involve his country in a dangerous war, or some other great dis-
t.ress, in order to prevent an enqmrv into his conduct ; because he
may be dead before that war is at an end, or that dlstress is sur-
mounted. Thug, like the mest detestable of all thieves, after plu_nder-
ing the house, he has but to set it on fire, that he may escape in the
confusion. " It is reaHy astonishing to hear such an argument seriously
urged in this House ; but, say these gentlemen, if you found yourself
upon a precipice, would you stand to enquire how you was led there,
before: you considered how to get off? No, Sir; but if a guide had
led me there, I should very probably be provoked to throw him over,
before I thought' of any thing. else; at least I am sure, I should not
trust to the same gulde for - ‘bringing me off; and this, Sir, is the
strpngest argument that can be used for an enquiry. ‘

“ We have been, for these twenty years, under the guidance, I
may truly say, of one man, of one single minister. We now, at last,
find ourselves upon a dangerous precipice. Ought we not then imme-
dlately to enquire whether we have been led upon this precipice by
his ignorance or wickedness; and if by either, to take care not to
trust to his'guidance for our safety? This is an additional and a
stronger argument for this enquiry than ever was urged for any for-
mer one, for if we do not enquire, we shall probably remain under his
guidance ; because, though he be removed from the treasury board,
he is not removed from the King’s Court, nor wilt he, probably, unless
it be by our advice, or unless we lodge him in a place at the other
end of the town, where he cannot so well injure his country. Sir,
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our distress at home evidently proceeds from Want of cecononiy, and CHAP.

from our having incurred many unnecessary expénses, Our distress

11l
1 742

and danger abroad are evidently owing to the misconduct of the war=——

with ‘Spain, and to the little confidence which our natusal and ‘ancient
allies have reposed in our councils. This is so.evident, thiat T should
not 'think it necessary to enter into any particular éxplanation, if an
Honorable Gentleman on the other side had hot attémpted to justify
most of our ldte measures both abroad and at home. But as hé hds
done 'so, though not, in my opinion, quite’ to the purpose of . the pre-
sent debate, I hope I shall be allowed to make some remarks upon
what he has said on.the subjeet ;! begiining, as he did; with the mea-
sures taken for punishing the South Sea Directors, and restoring pub-
lic credit after the ferrible shock it received in the year 1720.

“ As those measures, Sir, wéré among the first exploits of our
late, (I fear I must call him our present,) prime minister ; and as the
committee proposed, if agreed to, will probably consist of one and
twenty .members, I wish the motion had been for ore year further
back, that ‘the number of years might have cosresponded with the
number of enquirers, and that it might have compréhended the first
of those measures. to which I have before alluded ; as it now stands,
it will not comprehend the methods taken for punishing - the directors,
nor the first regulation made for restoring public credit; and with
regard to both, some practices might be discovered that would de-
serve a much severer pupishment than any of those directors expe-
rienced. Considering the many frauds made use of by the directors
and their agents, for luring people to their ruin, I am not a little sur-
prised to hear it now'said, that their. pumshment was considered too
severe. Justice by the lump was an epithetgiven to it, not because it
was thought too severe, but because it” was an’artifice: to scréen’the
most heinous offenders, who, if they did siot deserve death, deserVed
at least, to partake of that total’ruin which they had brought upon
many unthinking'men. They very 1l deserVed, Sir, those allow:mces
which were made them by parliament.

“ Then, Slr, as. to ‘public crecht, 1ts speedy restoration’ Waé
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LHAP founded upon the- conduct of the nation, and fot upon. the wisdém or:
17a. justice of the measures adopted. Was it a wise method to remit to

the South Sea Company the whole seven millions, or thereabouts,
which they had solemnly” engaged to pay-to the public? - It might as
well be said, that a private man’s giving away ‘a great part of his
estate to those” who no way deserved it, would be a wise meéthod of
reviving or establishing his credit.” If those seven millions had been
distributed among the poor sort of annuitants, it would have been
both generous and charitable ; but to- give it among the proprietors
in ‘general, was: neither generous nor just, because most of them de-.
served no favour from the public. As the proceedings of the directors
were authorized by general courts, those who wére then the proprie-
tors ' were' In' some measure accessary to the 'frauds of the directors,
and therefore deserved to be punished, rather than rewarded as they
really were, because every one of them who-continued to hold stock
in that company received nearly 50 per cent, added to his capital,

~most part, of which arose from the high price annuitants’ were, by act

of Parliament, obliged to take stock at, and was theréfore a most
flagrant piece of injustice done to the annuitants, - But we feed not,
be at'a loss for the true.cause of this act of injustice, when we consider
that a certain gentleman had a' great many friends among the old
stock-holders, and few or none among the annuitarits. :

< Another act of injustice, which Ibeileve we may ascribe to the
same cause, relates to those whq were engaged in heavy contracts for

~ stock or subscnptlon, many: of whom groan ‘under’the load 'to this

very day, for after we had, by act of Parliament, quite altered the
nature, though not the name, of the stock they had bought, and made it
much less valuable than it was when they engaged to pay a high price
for it, it was an act 'of public injustice to leave them liable to be pro-
secuted at. law for the whole money which they had engaged to pay.
I am sure this was not the method to restore'that private credit, upon

. which our trade 'and navigation so much depend. Had the same re-

gulation heen here' adopted which was observed towards those who
had, borrowed money of the Company, or had a sort. of uti possidetis
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been enacted, by declaring all such contracts void so far as related to CH;&P
any future payments, this would not have been unjust; on the contrary, 17 4.

*such a regulation, Sir, was extremely necessary for quieting the minds
of the people, for preventing their ruining one another at law, and for
restoring credit between man and man. But there is reason to sup-
pose that a certain gentleman had many friends among the sellers in
those contracts, and very few among -the buyers, which was the ‘rea~
son that the-latter could obtain little or no rehef Or Mercy, - by any
ublic law or regulation.

¢ Then, Sir, with regard to the extraordinary grants made to the
civil list, the very reason given by the Honorable Gentleman for Justl-
fying those grants, is a strong Teason for an immediate enquiry..
considerable charges have arisen upon that revenue, let us see what
they are; let us examine whether they were necessary. We have the
more reason to. do this, because the revenue settled upon. his late

Majesty’s civil list, was at least -as great as that .which was settled -

upon King William. or Queen Anne. Besides there is -a -general
‘rumour without doors, that the civil list is now greatly .in arrear,
which, if true, renders an enquiry absolutely necessary; for it is incon~
sistent with the -honor and dignity of .the crown of these kingdoms,
to be in arrear to its tradesmen.and servants; and it is the duty of
 this House, to take care that the revenue which we have settled for
supporting the honor and dignity.of the crown, shall not be squan-

dered or misapplied. If former parliaments have failed in this respect,

they must be censured though they cannot be punished; but we
ought now to atone for their neglect. :

¢« ] come now, 1n course, to the excise scheme, Whmh the Ho-
norable Gentleman says ought.to be forgiven, because it was easily
given up. Sir,.it was not easily given up. The promoter of that
scheme did not easily give it up; he gave it up with sorrow, with tears
in his eyes, when he saw, and not till he saw, it was impossible to
carry it through the House. Did not his majority deerease upon
every division? It was almost certain that if he had pushed it fur-
ther, his majomty would - have turned against him. His - sorrow

VOL, I. I
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CHAP. shewed his dlsappomtment, and his disappointment | shewed that his
1742 design was deeper than simply to prevent frauds in the customs. He

= was, at that time, sensible of the influence of the excise laws and ex-

cisemen with regard to elections, and of the great occasion he should

" have for that sort of influence at the approaching general election.

His attempt, Sir, was most flagrant against the constitution; and he
deserved the treatment he met with from the people. It has been
said, that there were none but what gentlemen are pleased to call the
mob concerned in burmng him in effigy; but, as the mob consists
chiefly of children, journeymen, and servants, who speak the senti-
ments of their parents and masters, we may thence judge of the sen-
timents of the higher classes-of the people.

« The Honorable Gentleman has said, these were all the mea-
sures of a domestic nature that could be found fault with, because
none other were mentioned in this debate. Sir, he has already heard
one reason assigned why no other measures were particularly men-
tioned and condemned in this debate. If it were necessary, many
others might be mentioned .and condemned. Is not the maintaining
80 numerous an -army,in time of peace, to be condemned? Is not
the fitting out so many expensive and useless squadrons, to be con-
demned? Are not the encroachments made upen the sinking fund ;
the reviving the salt duty ; the rejecting many useful bills and mo-
tions in Parliament, -and many other domestic measures, to be con~
demned'? The weakness or the wickedness of .these measures hag
often been demonstrated. Their ill consequences were at the respec-
tive times foretold, and those consequences are now become visible by
our distress. .

“ Now, Sir, with regard to the foreign measures which the Honor-

"able Gentleman has attempted to justify. The treaty of Hanover

deserves to be first mentioned, because from therice,springs the danger
to which Europe is now -exposed; and it is impossible to assign a
reason for our entering into that treaty, without supposing that we

. then resolved to be revenged on the Emperor for refusing to grant us

some favour in Germany. It is in vain now to insist upon the secret
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engagements entered into by the courts of Vienna and Madrid, as CHAP.
thé cause of that treaty, Time has fully shewn that there never were oy ‘fz

any such engagements; and his late Majesty’s speech from the throne’
cannot here be admitted as any' evidence of the fact.. Every one
knows,that in parliament, the King’s speech is c¢onsidered as the
speech of the minister:. and surely a minister is not to be allowed to
bring his own speech as an evidence of a fact in his own justification.
If it be pretended,; that his late Majesty had some sort of information,
that such engagements had been entered into, that very pretence fur-
nishes an unanswerable argument for an enquiry; for as the informa-
tion riow appears to have been groundless, we ought-to enquire into
it, because if it appears to be such information as ought to have been
believed, that minister ought to be punished, who advised his late
Majesty to give credit to it, and who in consequence has precipitated
the nation into the most pernicious measures. *

« At the time this treaty was entered into we wanted nothing
from the Emperor upon our own account. The abolition of the
Ostend company was a demand we had no right to make, nor was it
essentially our interest to insist upon it; because that company would
have been more hostile to'the interests both of the French and Dutch
East India trades than to our own, and if it had been a point that

concerned us much, we might probably have gained it, by acceding t6-

the Vienna treaty between the Emperor and Spain, or by guarantee-
ing the Pragmatic Sanction, which we afterwards did in the most

“absolute manner, and 'without any conditions. We wanted nothing -

from Spain but a relinquishment of the pretence she had just begun,
or, I believe, hardly begun, to set up, in an express manner, with re-
gard to searching and seizing our ships in the American seas; and
this we did not obtain,. perhaps did not desire to obtain, by the treaty
of Seville. By that treaty we obtained nothing; but we advanced
another step towards that danger in which Europe is now involved, by
uniting the courts of France and Spain, and by laying a foundation
for a new breach between the courts of Spain and Vienna.

*1 grant, Sir, that our ministers appear to have been forward

I2
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cuap. and diligent enough in negociating, and writing letters and aemorials

I1L
1742.

to the court of Spain. But, from all my enquiries, it appears that
they never rightly understood, (perhaps’ they would not understand,)
the point, respecting which they were negociating. They suffered
themselves to be amused, with fair promises, for ten long years ; and
our merchants plundered, our trade interrupted, now call aloud for
enquiry. If it should appear that ministers allowed themselves to be
amused with answers which no man of honor, no man of common
sense in such circumstances, would take,—surely, Sir, they must have
had some secret motive for ‘being thus grossly imposed on. This
secret motive we may perhaps discover by an enquiry; and as it must
be a wicked one, if it can be discovered, the parties ought .to be
severely punished.

4 But, 1n excuse for their conduct, it 1s said, that our ministers
had a laudable repugnance in involving their country in a war. Sir,

this repugnance could not proceed from any regard to their country.

It was involved in a war; Spain was carrying on a war against our

trade, and that in the most insulting manner, during the whole time

of their negociations. It was this very repugnance, at least’ it was
the.kniowledge of it which Spain possessed, that at length made it

absolutely necessary for us to commence the war, If ministers had

at first insisted properly and peremptorily upon an explicit answer,
Spain would have expressly abandoned her new and .insolent claims

and pretensions. But by the long experience we.allowed her, she

found the fruits of those pretensions so plentiful and so gratifying,
that she thought them worth the hazard of a war. Sir, the damage
we had sustained became so considerable, that it really was worth
that hazard. Besides, the court of Spain was convinced, whilst we
were under such an administration, that either nothing could provoke
us to commence the war ; or, that if we did, it would be conducted in
a weak and miserable manner. Have we not, Sir, since found that

‘their opinion-was correct? Nothing, Sir, ever more demanded a par-

liamentary. inquiry than our conduct .in the war. The only branch

-nto . which we have inquired, we have already censured and con-

~
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demned. Is not this a.good. reason for inquiring into every other CHAP
branch? Disappointment and ill success have always, till now, occa- 1742
sioned a parliamentary inquiry. Inactivity, of itself, is a sufficlent™
cause for inquiry. We have now all these reasons combined. Our
admirals abroad desire nothing more ; because they are conscious that

our inactivity and ill success:will appear to proceed, not from their

own misconduct, but from the- rmsconduct of those by whom they

were employed, -

“ I cannot conclude, Sir, without taking notice of the two other
foreign measures mentioned by the Honorable Gentleman. Our
conduct in the year 1784, with regard to the war between the Em-
peror and France, may be easily. accounted for, though not easily
excused. Ever since the last accession of our late minister to power,
we seem to have had an enmity to the. House of Austria, Our gua-
rantee of the Pragmatic Sanction was an effect of that entmty, because
we entered into it when, as hath since appeared, we had no intention
to perform our engagement; and by that false gnarantee we induced
the Emperor to admit. the. introduction of the Spanish’ troops. into’
Italy, which he would not otherwise have dene. The preparations
we made in that year, the armies we raised, and the fleet we fitted
out, were not to guard against the event of the war abroad, but against
the event of the ensuing elections at home. The new commissions,
the promotions, and the money laid out in these preparations, were
of admirable use at the time of a general election, and in some mea-
sure atone for the loss of the excise scheme ; but France and her allies
were well convinced that we would in noevent declare against them,
otherwise they would not then have dared to “attack the Emperor ;
for Muscovy, ‘Poland, Germany, and Britain, would have been by
much an over-match for them. It was not our preparations that set
bounds to the ambition of France, but her getting all she wanted at
that time for herself, and all she desired for her allies. Her own
prudence suggested that it was not then a. proper time to push her
views further; because she did not know but that the spirit of this
nation might overcome, (as it since has with regard to Spain,) the
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CHAP, spitit of our administration; and should this have happened, the

111
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House of Auétx’ia was then in such a condition, that our assistance,
even though late, would have been of effectual service.

¢ I am surprised; Sir, to hear the Honorable Gentleman now say,
that we gave'up nothingy.or that we acquired any thing, by the in-
famous ¢onvention with Spain. Did we not give up the freedom of
our trade and navigation, by submitting it to be regulated by pleni-
potentiaries? Can freedom be regulated without being confined, and
consequently in some part destroyed? Did we not give up Georgia, -
or some part of it by submitting to have new lmits settled by pleni-
potentiaries? Did we .ot give up all the reparation of the damage
we had suffered, amounting to five or six hundred thousand pounds,
for the paltry sum of twenty-seven thousand pounds? This was all
that Spain promised to pay, after deducting the sixty-eight thousand
pounds which we, by the declaration annexed to that treaty, allowed
her to insist on having from our South Sea Company, under the
penalty of stripping them of the Assiento contract, and all the privi-
leges to-which they were thereby entitled. Even this sum of twenty-
seven thousand pounds, or more, they had before acknowledged to be
due on account of- ships they allowed to have been unjustly
taken, and for the restriction of whith they had - actually sent

“orders : so that by this infamous treaty we acquired nothing whilst

we gave up every thing} therefore in my opinion, the honor of this
nation can never be retrieved, ‘unless the advisers and authors of it be
censured and punished. This, Sir, cannot regularly be done without
a parliamentary enquiry.

¢ By these and similar weak, pusillanimous, and wicked measures,
we are become the ridicule of every court in Europe, and have lost
the confidence of all our ancient allies. By these measures we have
encouraged France to extend her ambitious views, and now at last to
attempt carrying them into execution. By bad economy, by extra-~
vagance '}n our domestic measures, we have involved ourselves in such
distress at home that we are almost wholly incapable of entering into
a war, whilst by weakness; or wickedness, i our foreign measures, we

r
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have brought the aﬁ'alrs of REurope into such distress, that it is almost CHAP
unposs1ble for us to .avoid it. Sir, we have been broyght upon a 1742
dangerous precipice. Here we now find ourselves ; and shall we trust=———
to be led safely off by the same guide who hasled uson? Sir, it is
impossible for him to lead us off. S, it is impossible for us to get off,
without first recovering that confidence with our ancient allies, which
formerly we possessed. This we cannot do, so long as they suppose that

our councils are influenced by our late minister; and this they will sup-

pose so long as he has access to the King’s closet; so long as his conduct
remains unenquired into, and uncensured. Itisnot, therefore, in revenge

for our past disasters, but from a desire to. prevent them in future, that

- T am now so zealous for this enquiry. The punishment of the minister,

be it ever so severe, will be but a'small aténement for the past. But

his impunity willbe the source of many future miseries to Europe, as

well as to his country, Let us be as merciful as we will, as merciful

as any man can reasonably desire, whén we come to pronounce sentence ;

but sentence we must pronounce. For this purpose, unless we are re-
solved to sacrifice our own liberties, and the liberties of Europe, to the
preservation of one guilty man, we must make the enquiry.”

An harangue so vehement, thundered in the ears of Parliament,
and aided by all the terrors.of voice, countenance, and action, must
have produced considerable effect. The motion was lost by a majority
of .only two. The numbers being: For the motion 242, against it
244. 1t was owing to the absence of Mr. Pulteney, upon the occasion
of his daughter’s sickness and death, that this question was not carried.
At that gentleman’s instigation it was agam brought forward by Lord
Limerick on the 23rd March; the enquiry being kimited to the.last
ten years . of Walpole’s administration. Mr. Pitt’s speech -on this
~occasion was in answer to Mr. George Cook of Harefield, a member
who had very recently taken his seat in the House. It was to the
following effect :

“ As the Honorable Gentleman who spoke last against the motion,
has -not been long in the house, it is but charitable to believe him
sincere in professing that he is ready to agree to a parliamentary
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N enquiry when he thinks the occasion requirés it. But if hé knew how.
1742, often ‘such professions are made by those who, upon all occasions,

oppose enquiry, he would now avoid them, because they are generally
believed to be insincere. He may, it is true, have nothing to dread,
on his own account, from enquiry, but when a gentleman has con-
tracted, or any of his near relations have contracted, a friendship with
one who may be brought into danger, it is very natural to suppose
that such a ‘gentleman’s opposition to an enquiry does not entirely
proceed from public motives; and if that gentleman follows the advice
of some of his friends, I very much question whether he will ever
think that the occasion requires an enquiry into the conduct of our
pubhe affairs, A o _

“'As a parliamentary enquiry must always be founded upon sus-
pigions, as well as upon facts or manifest crimes, reasons may always '
be found for alleging those suspicions to be without foundation ; and,
upon the principle that a parliamentary enquiry must necessarily lay
open the secrets of government, no time can ever be proper or con-
venient for such enquiry, because it is impossible to suppose a time
when the government has no secrets to disclose.

~ « This, Sir, would be a most convenient doctrine for ministers,
because it would put an -end to all parliamentary enquiries into the
conduct of our public affairs; and therefore when I hear it urged, and
so much insisted on by a certain set of gentlemen in this house, I
must suppose their hopes to be very extensive. I must suppose them
to expect that they and their posterity will for ever continue in office.
Sir, this doctrine has been so often contradicted by experience, that
I am surprised to hear it advanced by gentlemen now. This very
session has afforded us a convincing proof that very little foundation
exists for asserting “that a parliamentary enquiry must necessarily
reveal the secrets of the government. Surely in a war with Spain,
which must be ¢arried on principally by sea, if the government have
secrets, the Lords of the Admiralty must be entrusted with the most
important of them. Yet, Sir, in this very session, we have without
any secret committees, made. enquiry into the conduct of the Lords
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Commissioners of the Admiralty. We have not.only ‘enquiréd int6 CHaAP.

their conduct, but we have censured it in such manner as to’put an

.
1742,

end to the trust which was before repbsed in them.. Has that enquiry =——

discovered any of the secrets of our government? On the contrary,
the committee found that there was no occasion to probe into such,
secrets, They. found cause enough for censure without it, and none
of the commissioners pretended to justify their ‘conduet by the asser*
tion that papers contained secrets which ought not to be discloséd.

«This, Sir, is so recent, so strong a proof that there is no neces-
sary connection between a parliamentary enquiry and a discovery of
_ sécrets which it behoves the nation to conceal, that I trust gentlemen
will no longer insist upon this danger as an-argument against the
enquiry. Sir, the First Commissioner of the Treasury has nothing to
do with the application of ‘secret service money. He is only to téke
care that it be regularly issued from his office, and that no more be
issued than the conjuncture of affairs appears to demdnd. = As to the
particular” application, it properly belongs to the Secretary of State,
or to such other persons as his Majesty employs, 56 that we cannot
siuppose the:propesed enquiry will discover any: secrets relative to the
application of that money, unless the noble lord has acted as Secretary
of State, as well as First Commissioner of the Treasury, or unless a
great part.of the money drawn out for secret service has been delivered
to himself or persons employed by him, and applied. towards gaining
a corrupt influence in Parliament or at elections. Of both these
practices he is most grievously suspected, and both are secrets which
it very much behoves him to conceal. . But, Sir, it equally behoves
the nation to discover them. His country and he are, in this cause,
equally, although oppositely, concerned; for the safety or ruin of one
or the other depends upon the fate of the question, and the violent
opposition, which this question has expemenced adds great strength
to the suspicion. : ,

« I admit, Sir, that the neble Lord whose. conduet 1s now pros
posed to be énquired into, was one of his Majesty 's most Honorable

Privy Council, and consequently that he must have had.a share at -

VOL. 1. K
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CHAP. least in advising all the ' measures which have been - pursued both
1;42 abroad and at home. - But.I cannot from this admit, that an enquiry
into his conduct must necessarily occasion a distovery of. any secrets
of vital importance to the nation; because 'we are not to enqulre into
- the measures themselves. '
- ¢ But, Siry suspicions have gone abroad. relative to his conduct as
% Privy Councillor; which, if true, are of the utmost consequence to be
enquired into. It has been strongly asserted that he was not only
a Privy Councillor, but that he usurped the whole and sole direction
‘of his Majesty’s Privy Council. It has been adserted that he gave
the Spanish- court -the first hint of the unjust claim.they. afterwards
advanced against. our: South Sea Company, which was one chief cause
of the war between the two nations. And it has been asserted, that
thi’ very minister has advised the French in what manner to proceed
in order to. bring our court into their measures; particularly that he
advised them as to the numerous army they have. this last summer
sent int6 Westphalia,. What :truth there is in these assertions I pre-
tend not to decide. The-facts are of such a nature, and they must
have been perpetrated with-so much caution and secrecy; that it will
be difficult to bring them to light even by a- parliamentary.enquiry;
but the very suspicion 1s-ground enough for establishing.such enquiry,
and for' carrying it on with the utmost strictness-and vigour.
¢ Whatever- my opinion of. past: measures may. be, I shall never
be so vain, or bigotted to that-opinion, as to determine, without any
enquiry;. against the -majority of my countrymen. If I found the
public: 'measures generally. condemned,. let my, pnvate opinions of
them - be ever so favorable; I should: be for enquiry in order to con-
vince the people of their error, or at least to furnish myself with the
most authentic' arguments-in favor of ‘the opinion I had embraced.
The:desire of bringing others. into the same sentiments with. ourselves
is so natural, that I shall always suspect the candour of those;-who, in
politics. or religion, -are epposed to free enquiry: "Besides, Sir, when
the: complamts' of / the‘peopie are’ general agmnst an administration,
or against any partlcular minister, an enquiry is a duty which we owe
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both to our Sovereign and the people, - We- meet here. to communis CHAP.
cate;to our boverelgn.the sentiments of his people; We meet here to 1722
redress the grievances-of the people.. . By performing our duty in both =
respects, we.shall always be enabled to.establish the throne :of our
Sovereign in the hearts of his people, and to-hinder the -people.from
being led into insurrection and rebellion by misrepresentations or false
surmises. When. the people complain,. théy: must either. be right or

in error: If they be right; we are in duty bound: to enquire into the
conduct of the ministers, and tos punish these wwho'appear, to have

been most guilty. If they be:in error, we ought: still to. enquire.into
the.'conduct of our:ministers, in order to convince the people that they
have.been:misled.  We. ought not,. therefore, in-any question relating - -

to enquiry, to be governed. by our own sentiments. We must be
governed by the sentiments of -our ‘constituents, -if - we: are resolved to.
perform our-duty, both astrue representatives of .the: people,: or as
faithful subjects of our King. ‘

I perfectly agree with .the Honorable Gentleman . that if we
are; convinced . that the. public. measures are wrong, or that,if ;we
suspect them to be:so, we ought to make enquiry;-although. there is
not.much complaint among the people ;. but I wholly differ. from him
in thinking. that. notwithstanding the administration and the, minister
are the subjects of complaint -among .the people, we ought not t6
make enquiry into his.conduct unless we are oursélves. convinced that
his measures have been wrong, Sir, we can no.more determine this -
question. without- enquiry, than a judge, without a. trial, can declare
_any man innocent of -a:crime laid to his £harge. »Commen.fame 1s, a
sufficient ground for'an inquisition at common law, and for the same .
reason, the general voice of the-people of England . ought always,,to
be regarded as a sufficient ground for-a parliamentary. enquiry. ., ..

“ But,:say - gentlemen, of what is-this minister accused? ;What
crime is laid to his charge? For, unless some misfortune is said to
have happened, or some crime to have.been committed, no enquiry
ought to be set on foot. Nir,.the ill posture.of our affairs both abroad

~and at home; the melancholy situation: we:are;in; the. distresses to

’ ‘ K 2 ] ¢ _
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cHAP. which we are now reduced, -are .sufficient causes for an enquiry, even
111 .
1740, supposing the minister aceused of no partxcular crime or misconduct,

The nation lies bleeding; perhaps expiring. The balance-of power
has been fatally disturbed. Shall we acknowledge this to be the case,
and shall we not enquire whether it has happened by mischance, or
by the misconduct, perhaps by the malice prepense, of the minister ?
Before the treaty of Utrecht, it:was the general opinion that in a few
years of peace we should be able.to pay off most of our debts.” We
have now been very nearly thirty years in ‘profound peace, at least

~ we have never been engaged in any war but what we unnecessarily

brought upon ourselves, and yet our debts are almost as great as they
were when that treaty was concluded. ~ Is not this.a misfortune, and
shall we not make enquiry into its cause?

“ I am surprised to hear it said that no enquiry ought to be set
on foot, unless it is known that some public crime has been committed.
Sir, the suspicion, that a crime has been committed, has always been
deemed a sufficient reason for instituting an enquiry. And is there
not now a suspicion that the public money has been applied towards
gammg a corrapt influence at elections ? Is it not become a common
expression : ¢ The flood-gates. of the Treasury are opened against a
general election 7. T desire no more than that every gentleman who
is conscious that such practices have been resorted ‘to, either for or
against *him, should give his vote in favor of the motion. Will any
gentleman say that this is no crime, when even private corrdption has
such high penalties, inflicted by express statute'againstit? Sir, a
minister who commits this erime~—who thus abuses the public’ money,
adds breach of trust to the crime of corruptioh; and as the crime,
when committed by him,; is of much more dangerous consequence than
when committed by a. private man, it becomes more properly the
object of a parliamentary enquiry, and merits the severest punishment.
The Honorable Gentleman may with much more reason tell us that
Porteous was never murdered by the mob at Edinburgh, because,

notwithstanding the high reward as well as pardon proffered, his

murderers were never discovered, than tell us that we cannot suppose
*
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our -minister, either personally orby others, has ever corrupted an CHAP.

election, because-no information has been brought against him.« Sir,
“nothing but a pardon, upon the conviction of the offender, has- ever=
.yet been offered in this case; and how could ‘any informer expect a
pardon; and much less a reward, when he knew. that the very man
against whom he was to-inform, had not only the distribution of all

public rewards, but the packmg of 'a jury. or parliament against

him? Whilst such a mlmster preserves the favour of the crown, and
thereby the exercise of its power, this information ¢an- never be ex-
pected. |
« This shews, Sir, the 1mpotence of' the act, mennoned by the
Honorable Gentleman, respectmg that soré of COrmptlon which-is
called bribery. With regard to the other sort of cerruption, Whmh
consists in giving or taking away those posts, pensions, or preferments,

which depend -upon he arbitrary will of the crown, the act is still

more inefficient.  Although it would be considered most indecent-in
a minister to tell any man that he gave or withheld ‘a-post, pension,
or preferment, on account of his voting for or against any ministerial
measure in Parliament, or any ministerial candidate at an election ;

1.
1742

yet, if he makes it his constant rule never to glve a post, pension, or -

preferment, but to those who vote for his measures and his candtdates
if he makes a few examples of dismissing those who vote otherwise, it
will have the same effect as when he openly. declares it. - Will any

gentleman say that this has not been the practice of- the minister ?

Has he not declared, in the face of this House, that he will continue
the practice? And will not this have the same effect asif he went
separately to every particular man, and told him in- express' terms,

¢ Sir, if you vote for such a measure or- such a candidate,’ you shall

have the first prefermentin the gift of the crown; if you wvote other.

wise, you must not expect to keep what you have.” Gentlemen may -

deny that the sun shines at noon-day ; but if they have eyes,-and do

-not Wllfully shut them, or turn their backs,.no man will believe them

“to be ingenuous in what they say. - I think, therefOre, that the

Honorable Gentleman was 'in the right who endeavoured to justify
»
+
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cHAP. the practice. It was more candid than, to deny it—but.as his argus

IIL
1742.

ments have: alreadybeenv fully:answered, I shall. not farther,discuss
them. . ;

< Gentlemen eXclalm, ¢ What ! will you take from the crown the
power of- preferring .or -cashiering the: officers of the army?" No, Sir,
this is neither the design, nor will it be the effect, of our agreeing to
the motion. The King at presenf possesses the absolute power to
prefer or cashier the, officers of -our army. It is a prerogative which
he may employ for the benefit or safety of the public ; but, like other
prerogatives, it may be abused, and when it is so abused, the minister
is responsible to Parliament, When an officer is preférred or cashiered
for-voting in favour of, .or against-any court measure or candidate, it
is‘an, abuse of this prerogative, for which the minister is answerable,
We may, judge from circumstances or outward appearances——from
these we. may condemn, and I hope we have sgll a power to punish a

‘minister who . dares to .advise the King to.prefer or cashier from

such motives ! Sir, whether this prerogative ought to remain as it -
is, without any limitation,. is a question foreign to this debate; but I
must observe, .that the argument employed for it might, with equal
justice, be employed for-giving our King an absolute power over every
man’s propertj—because a large property will always give the pos-
sessor a command over a great .body of men, whom he may arm and
discipline if he pleases.. I know of no law to restrain him—1I hope
none will ever exist—I wish our gentlemen of estates would make
more use of this power than they do, because it would tend to keep
our domestic as well as our forx_algn enemies in awe. . For my part, I
think. that "a gentleman who. has earned .lis commission by his ser-
vices, (in his military capacity I.mean,) or bought.it with his money,

~ has as much a property in it as any man has in his estate, and ought

to have it as well secured by the laws of his country. Whilst it re-
mains at the absolute will of the crown, he must, unless he has some
other estate to depend on, be a slave to the minister ; and if the officers
of our army long continue in that state of slavery in which. they are
at present, I.am afraid it will make slaves of us all,

* .
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“ The only method to prevent this: fatal consequence; as the law CHAR
now ‘stands, is to.make the best:and. most ‘constant.use of - the: powes 171;{'2;
s

we possess as members:of this House, -to prevent: any minister from
daring to advise the King to 'make a bad:use:of his prerogative:. as
there is such a streng' sugpicion: that this-mimster has done so, we
ought certainly to enquire into it, not only forthe sake of pumshmg
him if guilty, but as a terror to all future ministers.

“ This, Sir, may therefore be justly reckoned 'among the many

other sufficient causes for ‘the enquiry proposed.—The suspicion that

the civil list is greatly in debt is another ; for. if it 15, it must either
have been misapplied or profusely thrown. away, whicki-abuse it is
both our:duty to prevent-and to punish. It is inconsistent. with the
honor’of -this nation that. the king -should: stand :indebted fo his.ser»
vants or: tradesmen, who- may be ruined by delay of payment.  The
Parliament has provided sufficiently to. prevent: this: dishonor from
being brought upon the nation, and, if ‘the provisien we have made
should be lavished or misapplied, we must supply the deficiency ;- we
ought to do 1it, whether the king makes any application for that pur-
pose or not; and -the reason is plain, because we ought first to en-
quire into the management of that revenue, and punish those who have
occasioned: the deficiency. They will certainly choose to:leave the
creditors of the crown and the honor of the nation in & state of suf-
fering, rather than advise the king to make'an application which may
bring censure ‘upon their conduct," and condign. punishment upon
themselves. Besides this, Sir, another and a stronger reason exists
for promoting an enquiry. There is a strong suspicion that the pub-
lic money has been ‘applied towards. cerrupting: voters at elections;

and members when elected ; and if the civil list- be in debt, it affords

reason to presume that some part of this revenue has, under: the pre-
tence of secret service money, been-applied to this infamous purpose. .
« I shall conclude, Sit, by making a few remarks uporn the last
argument advanced ‘against the proposed. enqmry It has been 'said
that 'the . mimster - delivered in his*accounts annualiy that. these ac-
counts have been dnnually past and approved by Parliament ; and

‘ . ' »

L]
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CHAP. that therefore it would be unjust to call him now to a general account, »
117122 because the. vouchers may be lost, or many expensive transactions
‘have escaped his memory. It is true, Sif, estimates and accounts .
have been annually delivered in. The forms of proceeding made that
necessary, but were any 'of these estimates and accounts properly en-
quired into 7. Were not all questions of that description rejected by .
the minister’s friends in Parliament? Has not Parliament always
taken them upon trust, and passed them without examination? Can
such a-superfictal passing, to call it no worse, be deemed a reason for
not calling him to a iew and general dccount? If the steward to an
infant’s estate should annually, for twenty years together, deliver in
his accounts to the guardians ; and the guardians, through negligence,
or for a share of the plunder, should annually pass his accounts with-
out examination, or at least without ob_]ectmn Would that be a rea-
son for saying that it would be unjust 1n- the infant, ¥hen he came of
age, to call his steward to account ? Especially if that steward had
built and furnished sumptuous palaces, living, during tlie whole time,
at a- much greater expence than his visible'income warranted, and yet
amassing great riches? The publie, Sir, 1s always in a state of in-
fancy ; therefore no prescription can be pleaded against it—not even
‘a general release, if there is the least cause for supposing that it was
surreptitiously obtained. Public vouchers ought always to remain on
record ;- nor ought any public expence to be incurred without a
voucher—therefore the case of the public is still stronger than that of
an infant. Thus, Sir, the Honorable gentleman who made use of
this objection must see how little it avails in the case before us ; and
therefore I trust we shall have Lis concurrence in the question.”

The eminence to which Mr. Pitt had now attained, and the valae
of his praise is seen from the following. little circumstance. The
younger Horace Walpole, who defended his father in a speech which
himself has preserved, tells us that Mr, Pitt ebserved in reply, “ How
very commendable it was in Mr: Walpole thus'to defend his father.
His speech must have made an impression on the House. But if it was
becoming in him to remember that he was the child of the accused, it

-
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, behoved also the House to remember that. they were the children of CHAP.

" their country.” ¢ It wasa great " compliment from him,” adds Mr.

1 742.

Walpole, ¢ and very artful too.” All writers, indeed, bear testimony:

- to the eloquence of Mr. Pitt on this and the former occasion. . Un-
doubtedly both. speeches, 1mperfectly transmitted to us. as they are,
discover great strength of argument and language. But we can from
these form but a feeble conception of that combination of excellence
which commanded the awe and mute attention .of his hearers., That

eagle eye, that dignified person, that energy of utterance were then all-
summoned to his aid, in.pouring forth the stores of knowledge and .

eloquence which he had accumulated from his earliest youth. Lord
Limerick’s motion passed the House by a majority of seven, the num-
bers being 252 against 245. A committee of secrecy consisting of.
twenty-one members were appointed by ballot to enquire into the
conduct of the late minister, and empowered to examine such persons

as they judged likely to furnish information upon the subJect Mr.

Pitt was one of this committee, The following were the remaining
twenty : Sir John St. Aubin, Samuel Sandys, Sir John Rushout,
George Compton, Lord Quarendon, William Noel, Sir John Barnard,

Lord Limerick, Lord Cornbury, Nicholas Fazakerly, Henry Furnese,

Lord Granard, Cholmondeley Turner; Edmund Waller, Thomas
Prowse, William Bowles, Edward Hooper, Sir John Strange, Sir
Henry Lydal, John Talbot.

I shall not enter minutely into the proceedlngs of this coms
mittee. The inajority were- certainly the enemies of Lord Orford,
and in their eagerness to-criminate him, perhaps they overstepped
“the bounds of prudence and honor. The bill to indemnify witnesses
against him, which they had. interest: enough to carry through the
‘House of Commons, was as .dangerous. to. the country as it was
malignant towards the individual. But this must be said in expla-
nation of the promipent part taken by Mr, Pitt on the occasion,
that he, in common with many of the greatest characters of the day,
fully believed the tryth of the charges alleged against the minister,

His own speeches contain most-of these charges; and, certainly, if

VOL. I' : . Il
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cHAP. the heaviest of them were not established,; and if, subsequently, he’
1]742 himself had .the candour .to acknowledge it, much rémained in the

system pursued by ‘Walpole to excite suspicion in every honorable
mind. _This minister possessed nearly the uncontroled disposal of im-
mense sums of public money in times of profound peace. In what
manner had they been bestowed? It was his coarse and  familiar
custom to accuse mankind of corruption, and surely it was not sur-
prising that mankind should retaliate that they should not believe him:
to form.an exception to- a general rule. established by himself. - The
public, indeed, could not decide with justice upon facts which they had.
not wltnessedv but it was natural for them to infer, that he who had
been so openly lavish in his own expenditure, had not been sparing
where thé resources of the people were concerned. The sums  ex-
pended by Sir R. Walpole on his own household establishment, and
on his buildings. were enormous. The number of hid own immediate
relations, whom he had raised to very lucrative appointments in the
state, was unreasonably great. All these things were so opposite to
the pure and uncorrupt ideas of Mr. Pitt, that we cannot wonder, if
seeing thése, ‘and believing other points, he called aloud for enquiry.
The, indemnity bill was rejected by the House of Peers, and although
one more effort was made against Lord Orford in the House of Com-

"mons it produced no effect, and he was not further molested during

the short remainder of his life. But inactivity was of itself a punish-
ment. He was now compelled to circumscribe his exertions; and to

- endeavour to find employment in the occupations of private life.

This was difficult. He neither possessed, nor valued a taste for Litera~
ture. His whole life havmg been devoted to active business, he was
a stranger to the calm pleasures of retifement. Notwithstanding,
therefore, the advance of years and .the tortures of a cruel disorder,
Lord Orford did not relinquish his public employments without a
pang. Pursued by the. unrelentmg hatred of the people, he had yet
the satisfaction of preserving the esteem of his sovereign, and of seeing,
before he died, the expediency of many of. his political measures. ac~

knowledged by the bitterest of his enemies "

® Particularly his endeavours to effect a réconciliation between the Courts of Vienna and Berlin.



CHANGES IN THE MINISTRY CONSIDERED. 75

- "Notwithstanding the great clamour which the measures of ‘Sir CHAP.
R. Walpole had -ex¢ited throughout the nation, the changes in the 11,711'2,
ministry were; almost ‘entirely, confined to the few following appoint- ==
ments. Lord Carteret accepted Lord Harrington’s seals as secretary
of state ;. Mr. Sandys obtained the Chancellorship of the Exthequer ;
G. Compton, Sir J. ‘Rushout and P. Gibbons formed the new board
of Treasury; and Lord Winchelsea was appointed head of the new
admiralty board, It is surprising ‘that in - this -change, partial as it
‘was; neither- Mr. Pitt, Mr. Lyttleton, nior any of the Grenvilles were
_ admitted to power. This was probably owing to the coldness which

had long subsisted between Lord Carteret and Lord Cobham. The
former was the particular friend of Mr. Pulteney. He had been se-
lected as a witness and a party to the private conferences held at Mr..
Pulteney’s house, and doubtless had influenced the new appointments.

Lord Cobham was disgusted with the marked preference shewn to
Carteret ; and although he was restored to a regiment and appointed
2 member of the cabinet, he thought himself entitled to higher consi-
deration, and that his friends were unjustly neglected. Disappointed,
therefore; in their expectations of the eoalition of parties, Lord Cob-
ham' and his friends formed a very prominent part of the new oppo-
sition to the minister. This opposition, consisting both of Whigs and
Tories; soon became considerable. The first accession they acquiréd
was that of the Duke of Argyle. The character of this nobleman
has been variously represented. ‘He appears to have been a man of
quick parts and lively feelings. His high rank and influence joined
to many showy accomplishments, procured him popularity, but his
reputation was above. his merit, and his acquirements were more bril-
liant than sound. He was very instrumental in removing Sir R. .
Walpole from. power, and- had, at first, accepted of. several appoint-
ments under the new ministry. He had been made master general
- of the. Ordnance, colonel of his Majesty’s royal regiment of horse
guards, field-marshal, and commander in' chief of all the forces in
South Britain: but disgustéed with the general arrangements of
administration, he rehnqulshed all these appomtments within a'month

: L2
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CHAP. after he had accepted them. The Tories, hurt that they had been
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almost entirely rejected from office, became as hostile to Carteret as
they had been to Walpole. The Prince of Wales, between whom and
his Majesty an outward reconciliation had taken place, and who, at
first, had acquiesced in the arrangements of Lord Bath®, soon resumed
his former station and became the head of the opposition. :
Although the ‘changes in the administration were, as I have
said, few in number, our measures of continental interference were
pursued with a véry different spirit under the direction of the new
secretary of state.. Lord Carteret could do nothing with indifference ;
whether in opposition, or at the helm of government a certain ardour
and impetuosity characterized all his proceedings. He knew the
mart'ial spirit of George II. and quickly adopted that system' of
foreign policy, which, whilst it flattered the prejudices of the King,
was.also well suited to his own disposition, Lord Carteret was cer-
tainly one of the most accomplished men in Europe, He was born in
1690. Both at Westminster school and at Oxford he was celebrated
for his attainments in classical literature. He afterwards became a
proficient in the modern languages of Europe, in philosophy, and in
every kind of polite learning. Ardent and aspiring in his disposition,
he possessed many powerful requisites to secure success to his ambi-
tion. Indefatigable in acquiring knowledge, with a great capacity
for business, his eloquence was well adapted to display his acquire-
ments ; but from his general qualifications as a statesman some mate-
rial deductions must be made. Although rapid and copious in his
elocution, his vehemence occasionally betrayed him into bombast.-
The same cause rendered him sometimes rash and precipitate in his
projects, negligent of consequences, and extravagant in his views.
Although he was handsome and engaging in his person, and by no
means deficient in manners or address, he too often refused to employ °
the common forms of courtesy and conciliation towards his associates
in office, He could not: but be conscious of the great abilities he
possessed; but he pré/éumed too much upon them, and often offended
his colleagues by his arrogance and contemptuous behaviour. His

¢ Mr. Pulteney had been created Earl of Bath.
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convivial qualities, also, were unfavorable to his stability as a mi-
nister : for they often betrayed him into excess, When warmed with
wine, he often forgot moderation in his language and demeanour :
assumed an offensive tone of superority over his companions, and
launched forth into the sea of his' boundless imagination,

Few men could be more unlike Lord Carteret, than the Duke of
Newcastle, the other secretary of state, The princely fortune of this
nobleman, and his zeal for the House of Hanover, brought him early
into -official employment. Although not deficient in intellect and
quickness of apprehension, he was miserably devoid of firmness and
decision of character. That state of restlessness and anxiety which is
so repugnant to the health and inclinatiens of most men, was the one
in which he seemed most to delight. But however congenial to his
own feelings, this must have fevered and perplexed his colleagues ;.
and it is surprising that a man of so fretful a temper, and, in most
respects, so unqualified for business, should so long have been able to
retain his employments. - The political integrity of the Duke:-of New-
castle has been highly extolled, but how this can be reconciled to his
knowp and habitual violations of his promises, to the servile adulation
which he offered to those in the highest offices, and exacted from
those beneath him ; and to his desertion of his fallen friends, I am
not able to determine.. Horace Walpole tells us.that his father said
of Newcastle * hisname is treachery ;" and a judicious living histo-
rian has remarked that “ weakness of counsels, fluctuation of opinion,
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and deficiency of spirit marked his administration during an inglori- -

ous period of sixteen years; from which England did not recover, until

the mediocrity of his- ministerial talents, and the indecision of his

character were controled by the ascendency of Pitt °.”

At this time and for several.years afterwards -Newcastle pro-
fessed himself to be averse.to our continental connexions, but it will
easily be seen- that a, man of so, feeble a character would - possess
very little weight with the soverelgn, when opposed by his own incli~
nations, and the enthusiastic ardour of Lord Carteret.

4 Coxe’s Memoirs of Sir R. Walpole, Vol. i, p, 330,

»
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cuap. GEorcE I1. was born on the 30th October, 1683. With respect-

Iv.

1742.

able talents, he possessed many qualities useful in the sovereign. But
as he was thirty-one years old when his father was called to the
British throne, his mind was strongly imbued with German preJudlces,
and the interests of Hanover were ever -nearest his heart. He clung
to certain opinions with obstinacy, but had the merit of sacrificing,
for a very long period, his own inclinations to what was represented
to him as the interest of Great Britain. Such was his conduct during
nearly the whole of-Sir R, Walpole’s administration. His martial
spirit, and his high notions of the importance and dignity of Hanover,
prompted him to take a prominent part mn continental warfare. We
find him, notwithstanding, on several occasions, an inactive spectator
of the troubles of Germany, and consenting to measures; which by
aggrandizing France at the expense of Austria, tended to disturb the
balance of power in Europe. This was owing, first, to the highrespect
he entertained for the judgment of, Queen Caroline, who was convinced
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of the propriety of Walpdle’s ‘pacific system; and, secondly, to the CHAP.
influence which that minister obtained over him. The King was 174,

himself one of the most methodical persons alive as to the arrange-
ment of his time, and formed his opinions of men, in 2 great measure,

from their habits of business and application. - Observing the assiduity

of Sir; R. Walpole, and the extraordinary readiness with which he
dispatched affairs of the greatest difficulty, he conceived the highest
opinion of his talents, and generally acquiesced in the measures which
he proposed. But after the death of the Queen, the temper and
address of Walpole becoming impaired by age and infirmity, he no
longer possessed full influence with his master. It was at ‘this time,
in the year 1740, when we were at war with Spain, that two events
occurred which formed a erisis in the affairs of Europe, and produced
events which called for. the active interposition of Great Britain.
These were, the deaths of Frederick William, King of Prussia, and
of Charles VI. Emperor of Geérmany.  That the reader may be
enabled to appreciate the depth.of Mr. Pitt’s political knowledge, and
understand the arguments in the succeeding speeches, itis necessary
- that he possess a clear idea of the state of Burope for many years
- previous to the battle of Dettingen. I shall therefore present him
with a short view of such kingdoms as were principally connected with
the politics of Great Britain, commencing with Pruassia. .1 must here
offer an observation, which, however trifling, may prevent the general
reader from falling into error as to dates and events: It is, that with a
stupid and bewildering adherence to a favorite name, the electors
and kings of Prussia were nearly all of them styled Frederick and
Frederick William. A careful distinction, therefore, must be made
between each. But, however confined might be its vocabulary of
royal names, Prassia has been sufficiently productive of sovereigns,
illustrious for their deeds. When we observe the small space which
Prussia, even now, occupies upon the map of Europe, when we con-
sider that a few centuries ago it'was inhabited by rude idolaters, we
cannot but entertain a high opinion of the geriius of those, by whom
the country has been raised to such eminence and importance. About
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cHAP. the middle. of the thirteenth century, the Knights of the Teutonic
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Order, being driven from those settlements, which, during the crusades
they had made in the East, were compelled to return to Germany.
The spirits of such men, so long accustomed to the excitement of

" adventure and war; could not rest contented in a state of inactive

repose.. They, accordingly, invaded and conquered the idolatrous

.province. of Prussia, and for many years held it as a fief depending on

the crown of Poland. = In the year 1526, that part of Prussia, which
belonged to the-Teutonic Order, was erected into a secular and here-
ditary duchy, and the investiture granted to Albert, a prince of the
house of Brandenburg. It continued tributary to' Poland during the
sixteenth and the greater part of the seventeenth century®. It was
not till the year 1658 that it obtained its liberation. . This was effected

- through the mediation of Austria, by the abilities of the great elector

Frederick William., His son Frederick I. assumed the regal title,
early in the eighteenth century. Although this assumption added

‘nothing to the power of Prussia, it was calculated, sooner or later,

to-instil a spirit of ambition into his posterity. This evinced .itself in
the conduct of his enterprising grandson. Frederick I. died in 1713,
and was succeeded by his son Frederick William. Europe misunder-
stood the character of this prince. Because he was rude and uncivilized
in his manners, and violent and arbitrary in his disposition, it has
been customary to denounce his views of government as weak and
sordid. His son thought' otherwise. Harsh and unrelenting as he
was to that son, he is described by him as a wise and most prudent
sovereign.. “ The glory to which the late king aspired,” says his
celebrated successor, ¢ was a truer glory than that of conquerors; it

was that of rendering his people prosperous, of disciplining his army,

and administering his finances with the sagest order and economy",”
Whilst his quiet system of government, the supposed sterility of
his provinces, and his attachment to the mere apparatus of war, sub-

* Sleidan, Hist. p. 98. Pfeffel, Abrege de I'Histoire et droit d’Allemagne, p. 605, Robert-
son’s Charles V. .
 Posthumous ‘Works, chap. 2,
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jected him to the sneers of syrrounding princes *; he was, in fact, pur- CHAP.
. . . . . . Iv,

suing that line of policy which, subsequently, raised his country so 3740,

highly in the list of nations. But the taunts to which his abstinence ==

from foreign politics.subjected Frederick William sunk deep in the

heart of his son. Frederick II. upon his accession to.the throne in

1740, determined to avail himself of the first favorable opportunity to

employ the fine army which his father had left behind him in assert-- *

ing the dignity and in enlarging the dominions of Prussia. Thelapse

~of a few months tended exactly to promote his designs. The death

of the Emperor Charles VI., the numerous ¢laimants to parts of

his hereditary dominiens, and the dlsputed succession of his daughter, '

were all calculated to favour the projects of this selfish, unprincipled,

but enterprising man. He now thought he might enter the lists of

opposition, and almost upon even terms, with that family of whom,

during a very long term of years, his fathers had been the humble de-

pendants and allies.

The house of Austria, from very small begmmngs, had, in the
thirteenth century, by the extraordinary valour and conduct of Ro=
dolph, Count of Hapsburg, raised itself to the highest eminence among
the sovereigns of -Europe. For many generations the successors of
Rodolph were first amongst the German princes; and in the early
part of the sixteenth century the Emperor, Charles V., became
lord of greater territories than any sovereign had possessed since the
days of Charlemagne. The imperial dignity had at all times been
one of the chief objects of ambition with the descendants of Rodolph,
and generally had been obtained by them. But we should be under .

a gross error if we supposed that latterly that dignity was of itself the
great source of their power. In the eleventh century the emperors of
Germany possessed the amplest revenues and the most extensive
jurisdiction : their power was not nominal, but really extended over
the whole of Germany. It is singular, that at the period when most

¢ The Emperor, Charles the 6th, slxghted him on several . Oﬁeaswns, George the 2nd
* called him his brother, the corporal, and sand bearer to the Roman Empire. Even the Bishop
-of Leige ventured to insult him,-—@yvres Posthumes, c. 2.

VOL. I. M
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CHAP. of the sovereighs of Europe were beginning to increase their revenues,
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¥742.

1500
1700

L]

and strengthen their governments, the power and resources of the em-
perors were gradually decaying. This resulted from the efforts which
the several princes of Geermany were enabled to make to secure their
1ndependence. At the beginning of the sixteenth century the German

_ emplre presented a form of government which has no exact cotnter-

part in the history of the world. The Emperor, nominally invested

~with the loftiest titles, was, in fact, no more than the head of a con-

federacy of secular and ecclesiastical princes; the head of a body
whose members were seldom in harmony. To render the exertions of
this body effective, the greatest abilities were required in the emperor.
These abilities Charles V. possessed, and was thus enabled to render
the imperial dignity a formidable engine in the furtherance of his
gigantic schemes. But even Charles, with his immense possessions,
and his conciliating manners, was frequently thwarted by the princes
of Germany. Succeeding Emperors saw their privileges still further
reduced ; till, by dismemberment of territory, and infringement of
authority at the peace of Westphalia, the imperial head of the House

‘of Austria lost -that preponderance over France which his family had
. hitherto maintained in the scale of Europe. Charles VI., the father

of Maria Theresa, underwent many vicissitudes of fortune. He was
the son of the Emperor Leopold, and was born in 1685. In 1703 he
was proclaimed King of Spain, and was assisted by England in retain-
ing that title against his rival Philip V. The various successes and
losses of Charles, and the exploits of our countrymen under the Earl
of Peterhorough, are well known. On his brother Joseph’s death, in
1710, the whole inheritance of the House of Austria devolved upon
Charles. He was soon afterwards elected Emperor, by the title of
Charles VI. The. early years of his reign were distinguished by the
brilliant successes which Prince Eugene obtained over the Turks.
The treatment he experienced from Great Britain was various, but
upon the ‘whole, lostile to his interests. Queen Anne was not partial
to Austria. She first weakened' the friendship existing” between the
two countries by abandonmg the Grand Alliance, and forming a sepa-
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rate peace with France. * The conduct of George I. was not caleulated CHAP.

to repair the breach. The Enghsh cabinet seems to have visited

cluded in 1725, was certainly contrary to the usual policy observed
by this country towards the House of Austria. Although the charge,
so often repeated, that the interests of Hanover were the chief motives
with the English -ministers in concladmg that treaty, appears to be
without foundation, it is certain, that in siding with France against
our natural ally, the House of Austria, we fatally disturbed the balance
of povwer, and entailed very heavy expenses and troubles upon our-
selves, in our subsequent attempts to secure its adjustment. The same
leaning towards the preponderance of France was, as I have observed,
evinced by the ministry during the first years of George II. The
Pragmatic Sanction, which is so often referred to in the course of this
history, was first promulgated by Charles in 1720, -The object of
this was the concurrence of the European powers in the entail of the
_Austrian dominions upon Charles’s eldest daughter in default of his
male issue.  Many contradictions resulted from this new law of suc-
cession. In accordance with the will of his brother Joseph, and,

indeed, with the principles of justice, the Austrian succession reverted,

in default of his own male issue, to his mieces, the daughters of his
predecessor. But, the partiality of a father overcame all scruples and
all opposition. He obliged his nieces publicly to renounce their elaim
to the succession, and to acknowledge the right of his eldest daughter.
This great object of his life became stronger as years advanced, and
in 1782 he was enabled to procure its adoption by the sufirages of
the whole Germanic body, with the exception of those of Bavaria,
Palatine, and Saxony. = The latter years of Charles were. most unfor-
tunate. His spirits .were weighed down with the view of past cala~

mities, and with the apprehension of those which threatened his famﬂy '

and his country. =Defeated by the Turks, circumvented and curbed
by France, surrounded by rival claimants of his dignities and posses-
sions, there was little in the prospect to cheer or console him. His
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Austria with that resentment, which was called for by the Emperor’s ===
-mﬁrmlty of temper alone. The celebrated treaty of Hanover, con- 1720

to

1730,
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CHAP. bodily constitution was undermined, and an attack of indigestion
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proved fatal to his life in October 1740. To what a tremendous
station was Maria Theresa now called! very young, and ignorant of
government, there seemed to be but one inheritance which descended-
to her unquestloned——the pride of her family, But she possessed
qualities of her own which well fitted her for empire, and to assért
every one of her claims in that perilous crisis. The subtle and enter-
prising Prussian, the asplrlng Bavarian, the Intrlgumtr Frenchman,
ever watchful to increase his vast power. and possessions, were all
intent upon Austria with a vulture’s eye. The intentions of the Prus:
sian were soon developed by his actions. With astonishing secresy
and address, he despatched an army into Silesia; revived some anti-
quated claims of his family to parts of that duchy, and waited the
return of his envoy from Vienna, in the attitude of one determined to
take no denial to his proposals, But he had to deal with a sovereign
who, although a woman, young, lovely, and inexperienced, possessed
a most heroic and undaunted soul. The demands of the King of
Prussia were indignantly rejected by Maria Theresa, and an Austrian
army collected to resist and expel him from Silesia. Her success,
however, was not proportionate to her spirit. Victory declared for
the King of Prussia at the battle of Molwitz, in April 1741. To the
credit of the victor, it must be allowed, that he did not become pre-
sumptuous by success. He still proffered the same terms of reconci-
liation. The interests of her subjects, and the posture of Europe,
imperatively called upon Maria Theresa to accept those terms. It is,
doubtless, a duty which every sovereign- owes to his people, his fore-
fathers, and his posterity, to preserve his empire, as extensively as
possible, from the invader’s encroachment. "But there are emergen-
cies when a sacrifice of territory is unavoidable. The good and wise
sovereign will ever consider the general welfare and happiness of his
subjects : he will .not obstinately shut his eyes to hig real situation :
he will not mistake the feelings of his own offended pride for thoseesof
the country at large, but, for the security.of the whole, will sometimes
consent to sacrifice a-small part of his possessions. What was it then
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which prevented the Queen of Hungary from galmng an ally so pow- CHAP.
erful and so necessary as Prussia, by the cession of a few towns in 1%71 «
Silesia? It proceeded from three causes, the first and greatest of ==
which was the pride of Maria Theresa, which revolted at the idea of
being dictated to by one whom she considered as the vassal of her
father; the. second was. the expectation she cherished of being sup-
ported by England in this haughty resolution ; and the third was her
infatuation in not perceiving the deceitful language and hostile inten-
tions of France.
I have already observed that at the time of the Emperor Charles
the VIth’s death, Sir R. Walpole’s influence with George II. was
_somewhat declining. It was the ‘wish and constant endeavour of that
minister and of his brother Horace Walpole, to effect a reconciliation
between the Queen of Hungary and the King of Prussia. But the
enthusiastic spirit which prevailed throughout England in favor of the
former Sovereign, and George the IInd’s antipathy to Frederick were
well known to the court of Vienna. They knew that under such cir-
cumstances they were sure of obtammg supphes from Great Britam.
This rendered them cold and insincere in their negociations with
Prussia. On the very eve of the battle of Molwitz the King of Eng-
land addressed the following speech to his Parliament from the
throne: ¢ At the opening of this session I took notice to you of the
death of the late Emperor, and of my resolution to adhere:to the
engagements I am under, in order to the maintaining of the balance
of power and the liberties of Europe on that important occasmn
The assurances I received from you in return to this: communication,
were perfectly agreeable to that zeal and vigour which this parliament
has always exerted in the support of the honor and interest of my
crown gad kingdoms, and of the common cause. -
¢ The war which has since broken out, and been carried on in. part
of the Austriap dominions and the various and extensive clalms which
are publicly made on the late Emperor’s succession are new events,
that require the utmost care and attention,. as they may involve all
Europe in a bloody war, and in consequence expose the dominions
. T

.
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CHAP. of such princes as shall take part in support: of the Pragmatic Sanction
Iv. . o

« 1741, to imminent and immediate danger. The Queen of Hungary has

= already made a requisition of the 12,000 men expressly stipulated by

»

treaty ; and theréupon I have demanded of the King of Denmark and
of the King of Sweden, as Landgrave of Hesse Cassel, their respective
bodies of troops, consisting of 6,000 men each to be in readiness to
march forthwith to the assistance of her Hungarian Majesty, I am
also concerting such further measures as may obviate and disappoint
the dangerous designs and attempts that may be forming, or carried
on in favour of any unjust pretensions, to the prejudice of the House
of Austria. In this complicated, and uncertain state of things, many
incidents may arise, during the time when, by reason of the approach-
ing conclusion of this parliament, it may be impossible for me to have
your advice and assistance, which may make it necessary for me to
enter into still larger expenses for maintaining the Pragratic Sanc-
tion. In a conjuncture so -critical, I have thought it proper to lay
these important considerations before you, and to desire the concur-
rence of my parliament in'enabling me to contribute, in the most
effectual manner, to' the support of the -Queen of Hungary, the
preventing, by all reasonable means, the subversion of the House of
Austria; and to the maintaining the hiberties and balance of power in
Europe®.” |
Mr. Clutterbuck, one of the Lords of the Treasury, opened the
debate in the House of Commons, and, in the course of his speech,
,made some severe reflections upon the conduct of the King of Prussia.
_" Mr. Henry Fox observed, ¢ that if we suffer the House of  Austria to
be overborne, our posterity through every generation may have reason
to curse our injudicious parsimony, our fatal inactivity, and our
perfidibus cowardice. With what views the King of Prussia,concurs
* in the measures. of Franee, or upon what principles of policy he
promises to himself any security in the enjoyment of his new domi-
nions, it is not easy to conjecture; but as it is easy to discover that

¢ Journals—Chandler.
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whatever he may propose to himself, his conduct evidently tends to CHAP.
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the ruin of Austria, so he may, in my opinion, justly be opposed, if 174,
. ————

e

he cannot be diverted or made easy".

In the short speech attributed to- Mr. Viner, on this occasion, the
following sensible remarks are worthy of attention: * If I mistake
not the true intention of the address prOPOSed we are invited to
"declare that we will oppose the King of Prussia in his attempts upon
‘Silesia;, a declaration in which I knew not how any man can concur
who knows not the nature of his claim, and the laws of the empire.

It ought therefore, Sir, to have been the first endeavour of those by

whom this address has been so zealously supported, to shew that his
claim, so publicly explained, so firmly urged, and so strongly supported,
is without foundation and reason, and is only.one of those imaginary
titles, which ambition may always find, to the dominions of another".”
On the 13th of April a grant of 300,000l was voted to the Queen
of Hungary. But notwithstanding this pecuniary aid,. which pre-
vented an accommodation with Prussia, the situation of that princess
soon became most deplorable and forlorn. Almost all the states of
Germany were leagued against her. The Elector of Bavaria was her
enemy, the open claimant of most of her dominions. The Electors
of Cologne, Saxony and the Palatine espoused his quarrel. But the
most powerful and the meost dangerous of her adversaries was France.
Whilst secretly encouraging and assisting the Elector of Bavaria,
JFrance had long deluded Maria Theresa with vague assurances of

friendship. But this mask was now removed. The Elector of Bavaria,,

assisted by one large French army took possession of Lintz, and was
inaugurated Duke of Austria. The consternation, excited by his
successes in Vienna, was extreme, and that city was in dread of an
instant siege and reduetion. Bohemia became subject to the Batarian:
he was crowned King at Prague, and hourly expected the imperial
diadem. Another French army, un&er Malliebols, spread terror

Gentleman s Magazme, 1742.
1 have been more full in gwmg extracts frfin this debate, a3 no historian, exceptmg Coze,
has mentloned it, and Chandler has omitted it in his coﬁectton : .

/.
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ENTHUSIASM OF HER SUBJECTS IN HER SUPPORT.

cuAP through Weétphalia; menacing Hanover, it deterred George 1II. from

his intended active interposition "in favor of Maria Theresa, and

induced him to promise not to oppose the elevation of the Elector of

Bavaria®., Whilst so many neighbouring kingdoms were intent on the
destruction of Austria, and eagerly anticipating the spoil, Spain

- wished not to remain inactive. The restless Queen, Elizabeth Far-
nese, who, exclusively, directed the affairs of that kingdom, despatched
'20,000 Spaniards under Montemar, into Naples, and another army

soon after, under her second son Don Philip, through Dauphine and
Savoy into Austrian Lombardy. Such was the mournful situation of
Maria. Theresa. But if dejected by her situation, she was not of a
disposition to give way to despair. She knew, better than her minis-
ters, the dispositions of her Hungarian subjects. To their generosity
she determined to appeal. The heroism of her character, the beauty

of her person, and the singular difficulty of her situation, were calcu-

lated to warm every heart in her cause, and nerve every arm in her
defence, Perhaps the effect produced at this time by her appearance
in the midst of her subjects at Presburg was never exceeded. What
an appeal ‘to chivalry was there! A woman-—young—lovely—in
tears—their sovereign. How many strings of every heart must then
have vibrated! The appeal was irresistible.

'

“ The Queen, the beauty, sets the world in arms.f’

At length convinced of the necessity of ‘detaching Prussia from
the general confederacy against her, Maria .Theresa concluded an

¢ The designs of France in aiding the Elector of Bavaria are thus described by the penetrat-
ing:and selfish King of Prussia. -« Le ministére de Versailles étoit dans la persuasion que.c’en
étoit faitde Ja Puissance Autrichienne, et gu'on alloit la détruire pour jamais. Il vouloit élever,

» SUT les ruines de cet Empire, quatre souverains dont les forces pourroient se balancer récipro-

quement ; ‘savoir, la reine de Hongrie, qui guarderoit ce royaume, I’Autriche, la Styrie, la Ca-
rinthie et la Carniole; l'électeur de Bavitre, maitre de la Bohéme, du Tyrol et du Brisgau; la

*Prusse avec la basse Silésie; enfin, la Sake joignant la haute Silésie et la Moravie & ses autres

possessions.  Ces quatre voisins n’ayroient jamais pu se-comporter 3 Ia longue, et la France se
preparoit 3 jouer le réle d’arbitre et & dominer sftr des despotes qu elle auroit établis elle-méme.
—Histoire de mon temps. Chap. iv. : '
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armisti_ce with that Sovereign. Although this was of short duration,. CH‘;‘\.P.
it enabled her to employ the undivided energies of her subjects against 1745,
the-French and Bavarians. By the influence and intrigues of France ™
the Elector of Bavaria was elected Emperor in February 1742. But,
however elated he might be for the moment, in thus wresting the im-
perial diadem from the House of Austria, he had httle cause to tri-
umph.” The very day which gave him this poor nominal ascendancy o
over his rmval, beheld the armies of that rival in posSessmn of hlS
own capital. Meantime the King of Prussia renewed hostlhtles
against Austria, and soon afterwards defeated Prince Charles of
Lorralne in the battle of Czaslau. * But, although victorious, Frederick
was convinced of the sinister designs of France in thus opposing one
German state against another, and was therefore deésirous to terminate
the war. He made overtures of accommodation to the Queen of
Hungary, and peace was concluded between these twe powers,
although at a much greater sacrifice of territory on the part of Austria,
than was originally demanded by Prussia. For a considerable time
after this, success attended the arms of Austria, and so elated the
Queen of Hungary, that she not only entertained hopes of recovering
the possessions she had lost, but indulged in the most visonary antici-
pations of adding largely to her grandeur and dominion at the ex-
pence of Bavarla, and France. .
On the 10th of December, 1742, a motion being made in the
House of Commons by Sir William Yonge that 265,191/ 68‘ 5id.
be granted for defraying the charge of 5513 horse and 10,755 foot of
the troops of Hanover together with the general officers and the train
of artillery in the pay of Great Britain from August 31st to 25th De-
cember, 1742 inclusive, a long debate ensued in which many able
speakers took part. Sir J. S."Aubin and Lord Quarenden oppoSed
the motion, Mr. Bladen and Mr. Fox supported it. The latter gen-*
tleman having at the conclusion of his speech observed that, * he
should vote for the continuance of these measures, till better
should be proposed, and should think that those troops ought to
be retained, unless it could be shewn that others might be had who
voi. I, N
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- MR. PITT’S SPEECH ON.THE OCCASION;

mlght be less dangerous or of greater use,” Mr. Pitt answered him

thus ‘
“ If the Honorable Gentleman determiries to abandon his pre-

sent sentiments as soon as any better measures are proposed, the

ministry will quickly be deprived of one of their ablest defenders:
for I consider the measures hitherto pursued, so weak and so pernici-
ous, that scarcely any alteration can be proposed that will not be for
the advantage of the nation.

% The Honorable Gentleman has already been informed, that no
necessity existed for hiring auxiliary troops. It does not appear
that either justice or policy required us to engage in the quarrels of
the continent : that there was any need of forming an army in the
Low countries ; or, that in order to form an army, auxiliaries were
necessary.

« But, not to dwell upon disputable points, I think it may justly
be concluded that the measures of our ministry have been ill con-
certed, because it is undoubtedly wrong to squander the public money
without effect : to pay armies, only to be a shew to our friends, and
a scorn to our enemies,

¢ The troops of Hanover, whom we are now expected to pay,
marched into the Low countries, Sir, where they still remain. They
‘marched to the place most distant from the enemy, least in danger
of an attack, and most strongly fortified, had an attack been designed.
They have, therefore; no other claim to bé paid than that they left
their own country for a place of greater security. It is always rea-
sonable to judge of the future by the past,and therefore it is probable‘
that next year the services of these troops will not be of equal import-
ance with those for which they are now to be paid. I shall not,
therefore, be surprlsed, if, after such another glorious campalgn, the
opponcnts of the ministry be challenged to propose better men, and
be told that the money of this nation cannot be more properly em-
ployed than in hiring Hanoverians to eat and sleep. |

h This.Spee_eh, with a few variations, is taken from Chandler’s Collection of Debates.
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“ But to prove, yet -more particularly, that better measures may ¢
be taken; that more useful troops may be retained ; and that, there- 1742. -

fore, the Honorable Gentleman may be expected to quit those to
whom he now adheres; I shall shew that, in hiring the-forces of
Hanover, we have obstructed our own designs ; that, instead of assist-
ing the Queen of Hungary, we have withdrawn from her a part of the
allies, and have burthened the nation with troops from which no ser-
vice can reasonably be expected.

¢ The advocates of the ministry have, on this occasion, affected
to speak of the balance of power, the Pragmatic Sanction, and the
preservation of the Queen of Hungary, not enly as if they were to be
the chief care of Great Britain, which, (although easily controvert-
ible,) might, in compliance with long prejudices, be possibly ad-
mitted ; but as if they were to be the care of Great Britain alone.
These advocates, Sir, have spoken as if the power of France were
formidable to no other people than ourselves ; -as if no other part of
the world would be injured -by becoming a prey to an universal
monarchy, and subject to the arbitrary government of a French de-
puty; by being drained of its inhabitants only to extend the con-
quests of its masters, and to make other nations equally wretched ;
and by being oppressed with exorbitant taxes, levied by military exe-
cutions, and employed only in supporting the state of its. oppressors.
They dwell upon the importance of public faith, and the necessity of
an exact observation of treaties, as if the Pragmatic Sanctien had.
been signed by no other potentate than the King of Great Britain ;
as 1f the public faith were to be obligatory upon ourselves alone.

“ That we should inviolably observe our treaties—observe them
although every other nation should disregard them ; that we should
shew an example of fidelity to mankind, and stand firm in the practice
of virtue, though we should stand alone, I readily.allow. Iam, there-
fore, far from advising that we should recede from our stipulations
whatever we may suffer in their fulfilment ; or that we should neglect
the support of the Pragmatic Sanction, however we may be at present
embarrassed, or however disadvantageous may be its assertion, .

N 2
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“ But surely, Sir, for the same reason that we observe our
stipulations, we ought to excite other powers also to observe their
own: at the least, Sir, we ought not to assist in preventing them
from doing so. But how is our preseiit conduct agreeable to these
principles ? The Pragmatic Sanction was guaranteed, not only by the
King of Great Britain, but by the Elector of Hanover also, who, (if
treaties constitute obligation,) is thereby equally obliged to defend
the House of Austria against the attacks of any foreign power, and to
send his proportion of troops for the Queen of Hungary’s support.

“ Whether these troops have been sent, those whose province
obliges them to possess some kmowledge of foreign affairs, are better
able to inform the House than myself: but, since we have not heard
them mentioned in this debate, and since we know by experience that
none of the merits of that Electorate are passed over in silence, it
may, I think, be concluded, that the distresses of the Queen of Hun-
gary have yet received no alleviation from her alliance with Hanover ;
that her coniplaints have excited no compassion at that court, and
that the justice of her cause has obtained no attention.

“ To what can be attributed this negligence of treaties, this dis-
regard of justice, this defect of compassion, buf to the pernicious
counsels of those who have advised his Majesty to hire and to send
elsewhere those troops which should have been employed for the

- Queen of Hungary’s assistance, It is not to be imagined, Sir, that

his Majesty has more or less regard to justice as King of Great Britain,
than as Elector of Hanover; or that he would not have sent his pro-
portion of troops’ to the Austrian army, had not the temptation of
greater profit been laid industriously before him. But this is not all
that may be urged against such conduct. For, can we imagine that
the power, that the designs of France, are less formidable to Hanover
than Great Britain ? Is it less necessary for the security of Hanover
than of ourselves, that the House of Austria should be re-established
in its former splendor and influence, and enabled to support the liber-
ties of Europe against the enormous attempts at universal monarchy
by France. - . ‘
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« If, therefore, our assistance be an act of hoxiesty, and granted CHAP.
in consequence of treaties, why may it not be equally required of 172'2_
Hanover ? If it be an act of generosity, why should this nation alone ™
be obliged to sacrifice her own. interests for those of others? or why
should the Elector of Hanover exert his liberality at the expence of
Great Britain alone 7 7 - »

* Tt is now too apparent, Sir, that this powerful, this great, this
mighty nation, " is considered only as a province to a despicable Elec-
torate; and that in consequence of a plan formed long ago, and inva-
riably pursued, these troops are hired only to drain us of our money.
That they have hitherto been of no use to Great Britain or to Austria,
is evident beyond a doubt ; and therefore it is plain that they are
retained only for the purposes of Hanover.

“ How much reason-the transactions of almost every year have !
given for suspecting this absurd, ungrateful, and perfidious partiality,
it is not necessary to declare. I doubt not that most of those who sit .
in this House can recollect a great number of mstances.in point, from
the purchase of part of the Swedish dominions, to the contract which
we are now called upon to ratify. Few, I think, can have forgotten
the memorable stipulation for the Hessian troops: for the forces of
the Duke of Wolfenbuttle, which we were scarcely to march beyona
the vergé of their own country: or the ever memorable treaty, the
tendency of which is discovered in the name. A treaty by which we
disunited ourselves from Austria, destroyed that building, which we.
now endeavour, perhaps in vain, to raise again; and weakened the
only power to which it was our interest to give strength.

" ¢ To dwell upon all the instances of partiality which have been
shewn, and the yearly visits which have been paid to that delightful
country : to'reckon up all the sums that have been .spent to aggran-
dize and enrich it, would bé an irksome and invidious task-—invidious
to those who are afraid to be told the truth, and irksome to those who
are unwilling to hear of the dishonour and injuries of their country.

I shall dwell no longer upon this unpleasing subject than to express
my hope that we shall no longer suffer ourselves to be deceived and
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CHAP. oppressed : that we shall at length perform our duty as representatives

Iv.
1742.

of the people: and, by refusing to ratify this contract, shew, that

however the interests of Hanover have been preferred by the minis-

ters, the Parliament pays no regard but to the mterests of Great
Britain.” :
Few questions have ever agltated the country more than that
respecting the employment of the Hanover troops. It was the ge-
neral theme of discussion both in the writings and conversation of the
day That formidable pamphlet, ¢ The case of the Hanover troops
in the pay of Great Britain‘,” had.then just made its appearance.
This is sald_by. Horace, Lord Orford, to have been written by, or under
the direction of, Pitt, Lyttleton, and Doddington. Archdeacon Coxe
attributes it to Lord Chesterfield and Mr. Waller. The senior Horace
Walpole, although he professes hiiuself ignorant of the author, appears
to have considered Mr. Pitt as concerned in it, at least he charges
him with taking his opinions from the pamphlet, and in answer to
the speech which I have given above, made the following violent
remarks.

¢ I have hitherto 1mag1ned that the weekly journalists, and the
occasional pamphleteers, were the oracles only of the lowest of the
people, and that all those, whom their birth or fortune has exalted
above the crowd, and introduced to a more extensive conversation,
had considered them as wretches, compelled to write by want, and
obliged, therefore, to write what will most. engage attention, by flat-
tering the envy or malignity of mankind, and who, therefore, propa-
gate falsehoods, not because they themselves believe them, and disse-
minate faction, not' because they themselves are of any party, but
because they are obliged to gratify their employers, either to amuse
the public with movelties, or disturb it with alarms, in order that their
works may not pass unregarded, and their labour be spent in vain. This
is my opinion. of the party writers, and this I imagined the opinion

i Horace, Lord Orford maccurately says, that this pamphlet appeared in 1744, Vide

Memoires.
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“of the rest of mankind, who had the same opportunities of informa- CHAP.
tion with myself; nor should I readily have believed, that any of their ,1172‘2.
performances could have produced. greater effects than those of =
inflaming the lowest of the people, and inciting the dregs of society
to insult their superiors, had. I not perceived that the Honorable
Gentleman, who spoke last, owed his opinions of the partiality shewn
to the dominions of Hanover, to a late treatise which has, on occasion
of this contract, been very industriously dispersed among the people.

“ Of this detestable pamphlet I know not the- author, nor do I
think that he deserves that any enquiry should be made after him,
excepting by a proclamation, that may set a price upon his head, and -
offer the same reward for discovering him as is given for the ¢onviction
of wretches less criminal. Indeed T cannot think the lenity of the
government, can easily be dlstmgmohed from neghgence and supine-
ness, whilst libels like this are dispersed openly in the. streets, and
sold in shops, without fear, and without danger. Sedition is thus
openly promoted, and treason, or sentiments very nearly bordering on
treason, are thus propagated without disgunise*.” |

Whatever may be our opinions of the treatise in question, it is
certain that Horace Walpole deserved more praise for answering it by
fair argument in his pamphlet entitled, ¢ The interest of Great Britain
steadily pursued,” than he did by thus loading it in his speech with
unmeaning invective. Sir William Yonge s motion was earfied by a
majority of 260 against 193. '

The following most interesting comparison between Mr. Pitt-and
Mr. Murray' in the debates which arose upon the question respecting
the Hanover troops, is thus given by Mr. Oswald in a letter to Mr.
Home™.  On the first day Murray was introduced to support the
court, which he did in a set speech extremely methodical, with great
perspicuity, and very fine colouring. He was replied to by Pitt, who,
in the most masterly manner, laying hold of the weakest parts of his

X Gent. Mag. vol. xiv. p. 124. ! Afterwards Earl of Mansfield,
= See Memorials of the Right Honorable James Oswald, published in 1825,
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CHAP. speech, with the greatest strength of expression, and in the most
lg,zé, manly  style I ever witnessed, turned almost alt his colours against

"

him. Murray had laid a good deal of stress on exposing ‘the incon-
sistency of advising one thing the one year, and the next abusing it,
merely through a spirit of opposition.” Pitt shewed how the ohject
was varied, but varied by the ministers; and then turned every argu-
ment Murray had employed against himself. The one spoke like a
pleader, and could not divest himself of a certain appearance of
having been employed by others. The other spoke like a gentleman,
like a statesman, who felt what he said, and possessed the strongest
desire of comevlno* that feelmg to others, for their own interest, and
that of their country. Murray gains your attention by the perspi-.
cuity of his arguments, and the elegance of his diction. Pitt com-

‘mands your attention and respect, by the nobleness, the greatness of

his sentiments, the strength and energy of his expressmns, and the
certainty you are in of his always rising to a greater elevation

both of thought and style. For this talent he possesses beyond any

speaker I ever heard, of never falling from the beginning to the end

of his speech, either in thought or in expression. And, as in this
session he has begun to speak like a man of business, as well as an

orator, he will in all probability be, or rather at present is, allowed to

make as great an appearance as ever man did in that House. Murray

has not spoken since, on the other two debates, where his rival carried

all before him, being very unequally matched with Pelham, Young

and Winnington, I dare say you will scarce be able to read this

scrawl, which I have drawn to an immeasurable length, from the

difficulty I find in having done when Pitt is the subject for I think

him sincerely the most finished character I ever knew.”
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Death of Cardinal Fleury— Its ill consequences to France— Battle of Dettingen—s Death
of Lord Wilmington, who is succeeded at the Tredsury by Mr, Pelham— Lord Carte-
rel’s* want of pqpularzty_Meetzng of Parliameni~—King’s speech— Address of the
Commons—Mr. Pite’s speech wpon the address—Remarks upon that. speech—=Speeches

* of M. Pitt on the 6th and on the 16th of December

Ox the 30th Janu_ary, 1743, France sustalned- a heavy loss 'b}; the
death of the celebrated Cardinal Fleury, who had been seventeen
: - , CHAP.

years at the head of the government. He died in the ninety-first ‘743,
year of his age, and has appropriately been styled by Voltaire the ="
Nestor of France. If the similarity between this minister and Sir

‘R. Walpole, as to political sentiment, was striking, it was no less so
between his successor and Lord Carteret. Cardinal Tencin, thé new
minister of state, was ag bold and impetuous as Fleury had been
cautious and unenterprising. The death of- Cardinal Fleury operated
most unfavourably upon the councils of France. The miinistry were

men of opposite views and characters, and scarcely oné of them was
'adapted for his own department. The same disagreement prevailed

in their armies, and their Campalgns were disastrous. George I
having entered with great zeal into the' Queen of Hungary’s cause,
arrwed in the camp of the allies on the 9th June, 1743. ‘Soon after
this, the English troops had an opportunity.of exerting those efforts,
which, at the present day, have become as proverbial for their success,

as they always have been for their valour. I shall be forgiven, if in
speaking of the victory gained on the 19th June, 1743, I revert, to

the hero of that most illustrious one, -which - now for ever: mark§ the

VOL. I. o - .
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u$ .,

- M . - ' -
CHAP. preceding day on our calendar. The victory of Dettingen was signal,
17V4:3. but it was followed by no advantages to the victors. How different

would have been the results had a Wellington commanded! The
battles of Wellington have not been merely marked by the long
details of enemies killed, Wounded or made pnsoners ; by the flags
and cannon captured; they have been most’ conspicuous by their
results. The allies were chiefly indebted for the victory of Dettingen
to the rashness of two of the enemy’s generals, M. de Harcourt and
M. de Grammont. In their eagerness to signalise their valor, they
overlooked the superior position which the French army enjoyed, and
gave battle to disadvantage®. Inaddition to this, it must be observed,
that many of their troops behaved most disgracefully, and fled” very
early in the- engagement”, But if the French Marshal, de Noaﬂles,
was unsuccessful at Dettingen, he merely experienced a reverse, to
which the greatest generals are exposed. His conduct after that battle
is deserving of much higher praise than that which any victory can
bestow. Be it recorded, to his eternal honor, that he cherished: the
sick and wounded, which his enemy left on the field of Dettingen,
with the greatest tenderness and care.

- In the September following the treaty of Worms was concluded,

" between the King of Great Britain, the King of Sardinia, and the
Queen of Hungary. The terms of this treaty were dictated, neither

by justice nor expediency. Whilst it imposed a heavy burthen upon
England, it sanctioned also a gross violation of the rights of Genoa.
In July, 1743, the Earl of Wilmington, who bad long been in

“an infirm state of health, and little more than a cypher in the cabinet,

died, and was succeeded at the Treasury by Mr. Pelham. This
appointment was owmg to the secret influence of Lord Orford, and
was directly opposite to the wishes of Lord Carteret, who had earnestly’

a On appella cette action la journée des batons rompus, parceque M. de Harcourt and M. de
Grammont n’avoient attaqué que dans I'esperance d’obtenir le baton de Maréchal, coinme une’
recompense due & leur valeur.—~Histoire de mon temps.

b Les gardes Francoises ne soutinrent pas la premiére décharge des Autrichiens; elles prirent
la fuite d’une maniére honteuse, et se precipitérent dans le Mein, out elles se noyérent, On don-
na aux Gardes Frangois le sobriquet de Canards de Mein,— Histoire de mon temps.



_AND ‘}éi sﬁ‘c:CEEDED"BY MR. PELHAM.

requested *the King to confer it on.the Earl of Bath. All those who
had acted under Sir R, Walpole. saw Mr. Pelham’s rise with the
highest satisfaction. He had for some years been considered as a
useful and elegant speaker, a sound practical man of business, deficient,
indeed, n genius and energy of character, but possessing a clear
judgment, amiable manners, and an unblemished reputation. A
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misunderstanding between Lord Carteret, and the Pelhams had long

existed, and the situation of the former now became very critical and
embarasssing. He stood nearly alone, against the -united efforts of
the old Walpole party, many of the cabinet ministers, and the whole
force of opposition. He possessed, indeed, the favor and confidence
of the King, but was, on this account, the more unpopular. The
grossest exaggerations,. relative to his conduct, prevailed among the
people, nor was the character of the sovereign spared. It was said
that the inactivity of the allies, subsequent to the battle of Dettingen,
was owing to the councils of Lord Carteret, that the partiality of the
King to his electoral subjects was so evident that he had worn the
Hanoverian scarf during the battle: that the advice of the English
general had been despised: and that the cowardice of the Hanoverian
troops had nearly occasioned a defeat to the allies, Although the
greater part of these assertions were unfounded, they served the pur-
poses of those who uttered them, and inflamed the minds of the people

to the highest pitch of indignation. Parliament met on Thursday -

the 1st December, 1743.- The King’s speech related, principally, to
the past events upon the continent, and to the general plan to be pur-

sued in behalf of the Queen of Hungary., The following is an extract

from the address of the House of Commons to his Majesty. “ We
beg leave to congratulate your Majesty on youtr safe and happy,
return into this kingdom; and with hearts full of gratitude, we

acknowledge the goodness of Divine Providence to this nation, in

protecting your Majesty’s sacred person amidst the imminent dangers

to which your invaluable life has been exposed, in defence of the com-

mon cause, and of the liberties of Europe. Your Majesty’s regard

and attention to the advice of your Parliament in exerting your en-
o2

»
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CHAP. deavours for the preservation of the House of Austria, requlre our
]743 warmest acknowledgements; and itis with the hxghest satisfaction we

reflect on the success of your Majesty’s arms in the prosecution of this
great and necessary work, with so much glory to yourself, and honer
to the nation.”

The usual address to the speech from the throne being moved,

" Mr. Pitt expressed his opinion against the motion in words to the fol-

lowing effect®: -

. ¢ From the proposition before the House, Sir, we may perceive,
that,. whatever alteration has been,. or may be, produced by the late
change in administration with respect to foreign measures, we can ex-
Jpect none with regard to our domestic affairs.. In foreign -measures,
indeed, a most extraordinary change has taken place.. From one ex-
treme our administration have run to the very verge of another. Our
former minister betrayed the interests of his country by his cowardice ;
our .present. minister would sacrifice. them to his quixotism.  Our
former minister. was. for negociating with all the world ; our present
minister is, for fighting against all the world. Our former minister
was for agreemg to every treaty, however dishonorable ; our present
minister will give ear to none, although the most reasonable that can
be desired. Thus, whilst both appear to be extravagant, this.dif-
ferente results from their opposite conduct ; that the. wild system.of .
the one must subject the nation to a much heavier expenditure than
was ever incurred by the pusﬂlanlmlty of the other. The Honorable
Gentleman who spoke last was correct in saying, that in the beginning
of the session we could know nothing, in a parliamentary way, of the
measures that had been pursued. I believe, Sir, we shall know as
little, in that way,*at the end of the session ; for our new minister; in
this, as in every. other step of his domestic conduct, will follow the
example of his,predecessor, and put a negative upon. every- motion
which may tend towards our acquiring any Parliamentary knoewledge

¢ The fo]lowmg speech is- taken, with a few stght vanatnons, fmm the Londop Magazme
for the year 1744. Mr. Pitt spoke in answer to the Honorable Edward Coke who moved and.
to. the Honorable Philip Yorke, who seconded the Address.
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of our. late’proceedihgs.» But if wé’possess no-knowledge of these pro- CI‘JfAP.
ceedings, it is, surely, as strong an argument for our not approving, as 1743,
it can be for our not condemming them.. Sir, were nothing relating =
to our late measures proposed to be inserted in our address upon this.
occasion, those measures would not have been noticed by me; but
when an approbation is proposed, I am compelled to -employ
the knowledge I possess, whether Parliamentary or -otherwise, in
order. that I may join or not in the vote of approbation. What
though my knowledge of our late . measures were derived .from
foreign and domestic newspapers alone, even of that knowledge
I .must avail myself, when obliged to express my opinion; and .
when from that knowledge I.apprehend them to be wrong, it is
my duty, surely, to withhold my approbation. I am -bound to
persist in thus withholding it till the minister ‘be pleased to furnish
~me with such Parliamentary knowledge as may convince me that
I have been misinformed. This would be my proper line of con-
duct when, from the knowledge I possess, instead of approving any
late measures, I think it more reasonable to condemn them. But
supposing, Sir, from the knowledge within my reach, that I consider
those measures to be sound, even.then I ought not to appréve unless
such knowledge can warrant approval,: Now, as ne sort of knowledge
but a Parliamentary knowledge can authorize a Parliamentary appro-
bation, for this reason alon€ I ought to refuse it. 1If, therefore, that
which is now. proposed contain any sort of approbatlon, my refusing
to agree to it conveys.no censure, but is a simple declaration that we
possess not such knowledge of past measures as affords sufficient
grounds for a Parliamentary approbation. A Parhamentary appro-
bation, Sir, extends not only to all that our ministers have - advised,
but to the acknowledgment of the truth of several facts which enquiry
may shew to .be false, of facts which, at least, have been asserted
without authority and proof. Suppose, Sir, it should appear that his
Majesty was exposed to few or no dangers -abroad, but. those to which
he is daily liable at home, such>as the overturning of his coach, or the
, stumbling” of his horse, would not :the address proposed, instead of

30063
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CHAP. being a compliment, be an ‘affront and an insult to the sovereign ?
1743 Suppose it.should appear that our ministers have shewn no regard to

the advice of Parliament ; that they have exerted their endeavoun,

not for the preservation of the House of Austria, but to involve that
‘House in dangers which otherwise it might have avoided, and which

it is scarcely possible for us now to avert; suppose it should appear,
that a body of Dutch -troops, although they marched to the Rhine,
have never joined our army; suppose it should.appear, that the treaty
with Sardinia is not yet ratified by-all the parties concerned, or thatit is
one with whose terms it is impossible they should comply : if these
things should appear on enquiry, would not the address proposed be
most ridiculously absurd ? Now, what assurance have we that all
these facts will not turn out as I have imagined ?

“ Upon the death of the late Emperor of Germany, it was S the

- interest of this nation, I grant, that the Queen of Hungary should be

established in her father’s dominions, and that her husband, the Duke
of Lorraine, should be chosen emperor. This was our interest, be-~ _
cause it would have been the best security for the preservation of the
balance of power ; but we had no other interest, and it was one which
‘we had in common with all the powers of Europe excepting France.
We were not, therefore, to take upon us the sole support of this in-
terest ; and, therefore, when the King of Prussia attacked Silesia,
when the King of Spain, the King of Poland, and the Duke of Bavaria
laid claim to the late Emperor’s succession, we might have seen that
the establishment of the Queen of Hungary in all her father’s domi-
nions was impracticable, especially as the Dutch refused to interfere,
excepting by good offices. What then ought we to have done?
Since we could not preserve the whole, 1s it not evident that, in order
to bring over some of the claimants to our side, we ought to have ad-
vised her to yield up part? Upon this we ought w© have insisted, and
the claimant whom first we should have considered was the King of
Prussia, both because he was one of the most neutral, and one of the
most powerful allies with whom we could treat. For this reason it
was certainly incumbent upon us to advise the Queen of Hungary to,
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accept the terms offered by the King of Prussia when he first invaded CHAP
Silesia. Nay, not only should.we have advised, we ‘'should have in- 1743
sisted upon this as the condition upon which we would assist her panas of
“against the claims of others. To this the Court of Vienna must have
assented ; and, in this case, whatever protestations the other claimants
might have made, I am persuaded that the Queen of Hungary would
to this day have remained the undisturbed possessor of the rest of her
father’s dominions, and that her husband, the Duke of Lorraine, would
have been now seated on the imperial throne.

¢ This salutary measure was not ‘pursued. . This appears, Sir,
not only from the Gazettes, but from our Parliamentary knowledge
for from the papers which have been either accidentally or necessarily
laid before Parliament, it appears, that instead of insisting that the
Court of Vienna should agree to the terms offered by Prussia, we
rather encouraged the obstinacy of that court in rejecting them. -We
did this, Sir, not by our memorials alone, but by his Majesty’s speech
to his Parliament, by the consequent addresses of both Houses, and -
by speeches directed by our courtiers against the King of Prussia¢. 1
allude, Sir, to his Majesty’s speech on the 8th April, 1741, to the
celebrated addresses on that occasion fer guaranteeing the dominions
of Hanover, and for granting #£300,000 to enable his Majesty to
support the Queen of Hungary. The speeches made on that occasion
by several of our favourités at Court, and their reflections on the King
of Prussia, must be fresh in the memory of all. All must remember,
too, that the Queen of Hungary was not then, nor for some months
after, attacked by any one prince in Europe excepting the King of
Prussia : she must therefore have supposed that both the court and na-
tion of Great Britain were resolved to support her, not only against the
King of Prussia, but against all the world. We cannot, therefore, be
surprised that the Gourt of Vienna evinced an unwillingness to part
with so plenteous a country as that claimed by the Klng of Prussia——
the Lordshlp of Silesia, :

4 See previous Chapter.
L
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« But, Sir, this. was-not.all. Not only had we promised our
assistance to. the. Queen of Hungary, but we had actually commenced
a negociation for a powerful alliance against the King of Prussia; and

for diyiding his dominions amongst the allies. We had solicited; not -

only the Queen of Hungary, but also- the Muscovites and the Dutch,
to form parts of this alliance. We had taken both Danes and
Hessians into our pay, in support of this alliance. Nay, even Han-
over had subjected herself to heavy expenses on the occasion, by
adding a force of nearly one third to the army she had already on
foot. . This, Sir, was, I believe, the first extraordinary expense which
Hanover had incurred since her fortunate conjunctien with England ;
the first, I say, notwithstanding the great acquisitions she has made,
and the many heavy expenses in Whlch England has ‘been: 1nvolved
upon her sole account. :

« If, therefore, the Queen of Hungary was obstinate in regard
to the claims of Prussia, her obstinacy must be ascribed to ourselves.
To us must be imputed those misfortunes which she subsequently ex-
perienced. I was easy te promise her our assistance whilst the
French  seemed determined not to- interfere with Germany. It was
safe to engage in schemes for her support-and -for the enlargement of
the, Hanoverian dominions, because Prussia could certainly not oppose
an equal resistance . to the Queen of Hungary alone, much less so to
that Queen when supported by Hanover and the whole power of
Great Britain. During this posture of affairs, it was safe for us, I say,

it was safe for Hanover, to promise assistance, and to concert schemes

in- support- of the Queen of Hungary. But no sooner did France
come, forward, than eur schemes were. at an end, our, promises for-
gotten. The safety of Hanover was then involved, and England it
seems, is not to be bound by promises, nor engaged in schemes,

which, by possibility, may endanger or distress the electorate. From
this time, Sir, we thought no more of assisting the Queen of Hungary,

excepting by grants which were made by Parharﬁent These, indeed,
our ministers did not oppose, because they contrive to make a job of
every Parliamentary grant. But from, the misérable inactivity in
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which we allowed the Danish and Hessian troops to remain, notwith- CHAP.
standing that they received our pay ; and from the insult tamely sub- 1743,

iitted to by our Squadronin the Mediterranean, we must conclude
that our ministers, from the time the Frenchvinterfered,-resolved not
to assist the Queen of Hungary by land or sea. Thus, having
drawn that Princess forward on the ice by our promises, we left her
to retreat as she eould. Thus it was, Sir, that the Duke of Bavaria
became Emperor ; thus it was that the House of Austria was stripped
of great part of its dominions, and was in the utmost danger of being

stript of all, had France been bent on its destruetion.  Sir, the House

of Austria was saved by the policy of France, who wished to reduce
but not absolutely to destroy it, Had Austria been ruined, the
power of the Duke of Bavaria, who had been elected Emperor, would
have risen higher than was consistent with the interests of France. It
was the object of France to foment divisions amongst the Princes of

Germany, to reduce them by mutual strife, and then to render the.

Houses of Bavaria, Austria, and Saxony nearly equal by partitions.

“ It was this policy which restrained the French from sending so
powerful an army into Germany, as they might otherwise have sent.
And then, through the bad conduct of their generals, and through the
skill and bravery of the officers and troops of the Queen of Hungary, a
great improvement in her affairs was effected. This occurred about
the time of the late cha.nges in our administration ; and this leads me
to consider the origin of these measures which are now proceeding,
and to the situation of Europe at that particular time—February,
1742. But, before I enter upon that ‘consideration, I must lay this
down as a maxim to be ever observed by this nation, that, although
it be our own interest to preserve a balance of power in Europs, yet,
as we are the most remote from danger, we have the least reasSon -to
be jealous as to the adjustment of that balance ; and should be the
last tq take alarm on its account, Now the balance of power may be
supported, either by the existence of one single- potentate capable of
opposing and defeating the ambitious designs of France; or by a well-

connected confederacy adequate to the same intent. Qf these two

VOL. I. P
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cHAP. methods, the first, when practicable, is the most eligible, because on that
1;74'& method we may most safely relys but when it cannot be resorted to,

the whole address of our ministers and plenipotentiaries should tend
to establish .the second. ‘ ‘

“ The wisdom of the maxim, Sir, to which I have adverted, must
be acknowledged by all who consider, that when the powers upon the
contineirt apply to us to join them in a war against France, we may
take what share in the war we think fit. When we, on the contrary,

apply to them, they will prescribe to us. However, some gentlemen
_ may affect to alarm themselves or others by alleging the dependency

of all the European powers upon France, of this we may rest assured,
that when those powers are really threatened with such dependency
they will unite among themselves, and call upon us also, to prevent
it. Nay, Sir, should even that dependence imperceptibly ensue ; so
soon as they perceived it, they would unite amongst themselves, and
call us to join the confederacy by which it might be shaken off.
Thus we can never be reduced to stand single in support of the ba-
lance of power, nor can we be compelled to call upon our continental
neighbours for such purpose, unless when our ministers have an in-
terest in pretending and asserting imaginary dangers. |

< The posture of Europe, since the"time of the Romans, is wonder-
fully changed. In those times each country was divided into many
sovereignties. It was then impossible for the people of any one
country to unite amongst themselves, and much more impossible for
two or three large countries to combine in a general eonfederacy
against the enormous power of Rome. But such confederacy is very
practicable now, and may always be .effected whenever France, or
any ane of the powers of Europe, shall endeavour to enslave the rest.

A I have said, Sir, that, the balance of power m Enrope may be main-

tained as securely by a confederacy, as it can be by opposing any one
rival power to the power of France. Now let us examine to which of
these two methods we ought to have resorted in February, 1742.
The.imperial diadem was then fallen from the House of Austria; and
although the troops of the Queen of Hungary had met with some
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success during the winter, that sovereign was still stript of great part CHAP.
of the Austrian dominions. The power of that House was therefore ;o

greatly inferior to what it was-at the time of the late Emperor’s death,
and still ‘more inferior to what it had been in 1716, .when we
considered it necessary to add Naples and Sardinia to its former acqui-
sitions in order to render it a match for France. Besides this, there
existed ,in 1742 a very powerful confederacy against the House of
Austria, whilst no jealousy was harboured by the powers of Europe
against the ambition .of France. , For France, although she had
assisted in depressing the House of Austria, had shewn no design of

increasing her own dominions., On the other hand, the haughty

demeanor of the court eof Vienna, and the height to which ‘that
House had been raised, excited a spirit of disgust and jealousy in the
princes of Germany. That spirit first manifested itself in the House
of Hanover, and, at this very time prevailed not only there, but in
most of the German sovereignties, Under such circumstances, how-
ever weak and erroneous our ministers might be, they could not
possibly think of restoring the House of Austria to its former splendor
and power, they could hot possibly oppose that single house as a
rival to' France. No power in Europe would have cordially assisted
them in that scheme: they would have had to cope, not only with
France and Spain, but with all the princes of Germany and Ttaly, to
whom Austria had become obnoxious. )

¢ In these circumstances, what was this nation to do ?. What ought
our ministers to. have done? Since it was impossible to establish the

balance of power ih Europe upon the single power of the House of

Austria ; surely, Sir, it was our business to think of restoring the
peace of Germany as soon as possible by our goed offices, in order
to establish a confederacy ‘sufficient to oppose France, should she
afterwards discover any ambitious intentions. It was now not so
much our business to prevent the lessening the power of the House of
Austria, as it was to bring about a speedy reconciliation between the
Princes of Germany ; to take care that France should get as little by
the treaty of peace as she said she expected by the war. This, I say,
‘ R ‘
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CHAP should ‘have been our chief concern; because the preservation of the

1 743

balance ‘of power was now no longer to depend upon the House of
Austria, but upon the joint power of a confederacy then to be formed ;
and till the Princes of Germany ‘were reconciled among themselves,
there was scarcely a possibility of forming such a confederacy. If
we had made this our scheme, the Dutch would have joined heartily
init. The Germanic body would have joined in it; and the peace of
Germany might have been restored without putting this nation to any
expense, or diverting us from the prosecution of eur just and necessary
war against Spain, in case our differences with that nation could not
have been adjusted by the treaty for restoring the peace of Germany.

“ But our new minister, as I have said, ran into an extreme
quite oppesite to that of the old. Our former minister thought of
nothing but negociating, when he ought to' have thought of nothing
but war ;" the present minister has thought of nothing but war, or at
least its reseinblance, when he ought to have thought of nothing but
negociation.

“ A resolution was taken, and preparations were made; for sending
a body of troops to Flanders, even before we had any hopes of the
King of Prussia’s deserting his alliance with France, and without our
being called on to do so by any one power in Europe. I say, Sir,
by any one power in Europe; for I defy our ministers to shew that
even the Queen of Hungary desired .»ny- sn_lch thing before it was
resolved on. 1 believe some of her wmmisters were free enough to
declare, that the money those troops cost would have dene her much

‘more service ; and I am sare we were so far from being called on by

the Dutch to do so; that it was resolved on without their participation,
and the measures oarried info. executlon, I believe, expressly COntrary
to their advice.

« This resolution, Sir, was so far from having any influence on the
King of Prussia, that he continued firm to his alliance with France,
and “fought the battle of Czaslau after he knew it was taken ; and if

" hé had continued firm in- the same sentiments, I am very sure our

troops neither would, nor could have been of the least service to the
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Queen.of Hungary ; but the battle of Czaslau fully convinced him CHAP.

that the French designed.chiefly to:play one German prince against 1743
—_—==

another, in order to weaken both; and perhaps he had before this
discovered, that, according to. the French scheme, his share of Silesia
was not to be so considerable as he expeeted. These considerations,
and not the eloquence .or address of any. of our ministers, inclined

him to come to an agreement with the Queen of Hungary; and as

she was now convinced that she could not depend upon our promises,
she readily agreed to his terms, though his demands were-now much
more extravagant than they were at first; and what is worse, they
were now unaccompanied with any one promise or consideration,
except that of a neutrality ; whereas his first demands were made
palatable by the tender of a large sum of money, and by the premise
of his utmost assistance, not-only in supporting the Pragmatic Sanction,
but in raising her husband, the Duke of Lorraine, to the imperial
throne. Nay, originally, he even insinuated that he would embrace
the first opportunity to assist in procuring her House an equivalent for
whatever part of Silesia she should resign to him.

% This acccmmodation between the Queen of Hungary . and the
King of Prussia, and that which soon after followed between her and
the Duke of Saxony, produced a very great alteration in the affairs of
Europe; but, as these last powers promised nothing but a neutrality,
and as the Dutch absolutely refused to join, either with the Queen of |

Hungary or ourselves, in an, offensive measures against France, it

was still 1mposs1ble for us to think of restoring the House of Austria
to. such power, as to render it a match for the power of France; we
ought therefore, still to have thought only of negociation, in order to
restore the peace of Germany, by an accommodation between her
and the Emperor. The distresses to which the Bavarian and French
armies in Germany were driven, furnished us with such an opportu-

nity: this we ought by all means to have embraced, and to have.

insisted on the Queen of Hungary’s doing the same, under the pain of
being entirely deserted by us. A peace was offered .both by .the
Emperor.and the French, upon the moderate terms of Uti possidetis,
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cuAP. with respect to Germany ; but, for what reason I cannot comprehend,
5. Wwe were so far from advising the Queen of Hungary to accept, that I
believe we advised her to reject, it. :

“ This, Sir, was a conduct in our ministers so very extraordinary, /
so directly opposite to the interest of this nation, and the security of
the balance of power,.that I can suggest to myself no one reason for
it, but that they were resolved to put this nation to the expense of
maintaining 16,000 Hanoverians; and this I am afraid was the true
motive with our hew ministers for all the warlike measures they re-

. solved on. Nothing would now satisfy us but a conquest of Alsace

and Lorraine in order to give them to the Queen of Hungary, as an
equivalent for what she had lost; and this we resolved on or at least
pretended to resolve on, at a time when France and Prussia were in
close conjunction; at a time when no one of the powers of Europe
could assist us; at a time when nene of them entertained a jealousy
of the ambitious designs of France; and at a time when most of the
Princes of Germany were so zealous of the power of the House of
Austria, that we had great reason to apprehend that the most con-
siderable of these would join against us, in case we should meet with
any success.

© % Sir, if our ministers were rea,lly serious in thls scheme, 1t was
one of the most romantic that ever entered the head of an English
Quixote; but if they made it only a pretext for putting this nation to
the expense of maintaining 16,000 Hanoverians, or of acquiring some
new territory for the Electorate of Hanover, I am sure no British
House of Commons ean approve their eenduct. It is absurd, Sir,
to say that we could not advise the Queen of Hungary to accept of
the terms offered by the Emperor and France, at a time when their
troops were cooped up in the CIty of Prague, and when the terms were
offered with a view only to get their troops at 11berty and ‘to take the

. first opportunity to attack her with more vigour. This, I say, 15 ab-

surd, because had she accepted-the terms proposed she might have
had them guaranteed by the Dutch, by the German body, and by all

the powerful Princes of Germany, which would have brought all these
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powers into a confederacy with us against the Emperor and France, if CHAP.

they had afterwards attacked her in Germany; and all of them, but
especially the Dutch, and the King of Prussia, would have been ready
to join us, had the French attacked her in Flanders. It is equally absurd
to say that she could mot accept of these terms, because they con-
tained nothing for the security of her dominion in Italy; for suppose
the war had cont_inued in Italy, if the Queen of Hungary had been

safe upon the side of Germany, she could have poured such a number-

of troops into Itdly, as would- have been sufficient to oppose and de-
feat all the armies that both the French and Spaniards could send to,
and maintain in that country; since we eould, by our superior fleets,

1943,
"3

have made it impossible for the French and Spaniards to maintain

great armies in that country.

¢« No other reason can therefore be aSSIgned for the Queen of
Hungary’s refusal of the terms proposed to her for restoring the tran-
quillity of Germany than this alone, that we had promised to assist
her so effectually as to enable her to conquer a part-of France, by
way of equivalent for what she had lost in Germany and Italy ; such
assistance it was neither our interest nor in our power to give, consi-
dering the circumstances of Europe. I am really surprised that the
Queen of Hungary came to trust a second time to our promises ; for
I may venture to prophesy that she will find herself again deceived.
We shall put ourselves to a vast unnecessary expense, as we did when
she was first attacked by Prussia; and.without being able to raise a
jealousy in the other powers of Europe, we shall give France a pre-
tence for conquering Flanders, which, otherwise, she would not have
done. We may bring the Queen of Hungary a second time to the
verge of destruction, and leave her there ;. for that we certainly shall

do, as soon as Hanover comes to be a second time in danger. From

all which I must conclude, that eur present scheme of politics is fun-
damentally wrong, and that the longer we continue to build upon
such a foundation, the more dangerous. it will be for us,. The whole
fabric will mvolve this unfortunate nation 1n its ruins.

“ But now, Sir, let us see how we have prosecuted this scheme,
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CHAP. bad as it 1s, during the last campaign. As this nation must bear the
1743 chief part of the expense, it was certamly our business to prosecute

the war with all possible vigour ; to come to action as soon as possible,
and to push every advantage to the utmost. Since we soon found
that we could not attack the French upon the side of Flanders, why
were our troops so long marching into Germany ? Or, indeed, I should
ask, why our armies were not first assembled in that country ? Why
did they continue so long inactive upon the Maine ?" If our army was
not numerous endugh to attack the French, why were the Hessians

left behind for some time in Flanders? Why did we not send over

20,000 of -those regular troops that were lying idle here at home?
How. to answer all those questions I cannot tell; but it is certain we
never thought of attacking the French army in our neighbourhood,
and, I believe, expected very little to. be attacked ourselves. Nay, I
doubt much if any action would have happened during the whole
campaign, if the French had not, by the misconduct of some one or
other of our generals, caught our army in a hose-net, from which it
could not have escaped, had all the French generals observed the
direction of their commander-in-chief; had they thought only of
guarding and fortifying themselves in the defile, and not of marching
up‘to attack our troops. Thank God, Sir, the ‘courage of some of
the French generals got the better of thelr discretion, as well as of
their military discipline. This made them attack instead of waiting
to be attacked, and then, by the bravery of the English foot, and the
cowardice of their own, they met with a severe repulse, which put
their whole army into confusion, and obliged them to retire with pre-
cipitatioh across the Maine. Our army thus escaped the snare into
which they had been led, and was enabled to pursue its retreat to
Hanau.

¢ This, Sir, was a signal advantage; but was it followed up?
Did- we press upon the enemy in their precipitate retreat across a
great river, where many of them must have been lost had they been
closely pursued ? Did we endéavour to take the least advantage of the
confusion into which their unexpected repulse had thrown them ? No,
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Sir, the ardour of our British troops was restrained by the cowardice CI—‘{’AP.
of the Hanoverians ; and, instead of pursuing the enemy, we ourselves 743,

ran away in the night in such haste, that we left all our wounded to=

the mercy and care of the enemy, who had likewise the honor of
blirying' our dead as well as their own. This action may, therefore,
on our'side, be called a fortunate escape, I shall never glve my consent
to honor 1t with the name of victory.

“ After this escape, Sir, our. army was joined by a very large
reinforcement. Did this revive our courage, or urge us on to give
battle ? Not in the least, Sir; though the French continued for some
time upon the German side of the Rhine, we never offered to attack
them, or to give them the least disturbance. At last, upon Prince
Charles’s approach with the Austrian' army, the French not only
repassed the Rhine, but retired quite out of Germany; and as the
Austrian army and the allied army might then have joined, and might
both have passed the Rhine without opposition at Mentz, or almost
any where in the Palatinate, it was expected that both armies would
have marched together inta Lorraine, or in search of the French army,
in order to force them to a battle, Instead of this, Sir, Prince Charles
marched up the German side of the Rhine—~to do what? To pass that
great tiver, in the sight of a French army equal in number to his own,
which, without some extraordinary neglect in the French, was im-
practicable ; and so it was found by expel‘i&nce. Thus the whole

campaign upon that side was consumed in often attempting what so

often appeared to be impracticable.
“ On the other'side, I mean that of the allied army, was there
any thing of consequence performed ?-I know of nothing, Sir, but

that of sending a party of hussars into Lorraine with a manifesto. .

The army, indeed, passed the Rhine at Mentz, and marched uIii to

the French lines upon the frontier of Alsace, but never offered to pass

those lines until the French had abandoned them, I believe with a

design to draw .our army inte some snare ; for upon the return of the

French towards those lines, we retired with much greater haste than

we had advanced-,,'.though the Dutch auxiliariés were then. come up;
VOL, 1. : Q
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CHAP. and pretended, at least, to be ready to join our army. I have heard;
1743. however, that they found a pretext for never coming into the line;

and I doubt much if they would have marched with us to attack the
French army in their own territories, or to invest any of their fortified
places; for I must observe, that the French lines upon the Queick
were not, all of them, within the territories of France. But stippose
this Dutch detachment had been ready to march with us to attack
the French in their own territories, or to invest some of their fortified
places, I cannot join in any congratulation upon that event; for a
small detachment of Dutch troops can never enable us to execute the
vast scheme we have undertaken. The whole force of that republic
would not be sufficient for the purpose ; because we should have the
majority of the empire against us; and, therefore, if the Dutch had
joined zozis viribus in our scheme, instead of congratulating, I should
have bemoaned their running mad by our example, and at our insti-
gation, : " .

« Having now briefly examirded our past conduct; from the few
remarks 1 have made, I believe, Sir, it will appear that, supposing our
scheme to be in itself possible and practicable, we have no reason to
hope for success, if it be not prosecuted with more vigour and with
better conduct, than it was during the last campaign. While we con-
tinue in the prosecution of this scheme, whoever may lose, the Hano-
verians will be considerable gainers, because they will draw 400,000,
or 500,000/. yearly from this nation over and above what they have an-
nually drawn ever since they had the good fortune to be united under
the same sovereign with ‘ourselves, But we ought to consider, even
the Hanoverians ought to consider, that this nation is not now in a

‘condition to carry on an expensive war, for ten or twelve years, as it

did in the reign of Queen Anne. We may fund it out for one, two,
or three years, but the public debt is now so large, that, if we go on
adding millions to it every year, our credit will at last, (sooner, I fear,
than some amongst us may imagine,) certainly be undone; and if
this misfortune should occur, neither Hanover nor any other foreign
state would be able to draw another shilling from the country. A
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stop to our public credit would put-an end to éur paper currency. CHAP.
An universal bankruptcy would ensue, and all the little ready money 1;43
left amongst us would be locked up in iron chests, or hid in bye-cor- ==
ners by the happy possessors. It would then be impossible to raise..
~our taxes, and consequently impossible to maintain either fleets or
armies. Our troops. abroad would be obliged to enter into the
service of any prince that could maintain them,. and our troops at
home would be obliged to live upon free quarter. But this they
could not do long; for the farmer would neither. sow nor reap if he
found his produce taken from him by the starving soldier. In these
'circumstances, I must desire the real friends of our present happy
establishment to consider what might be the consequence of the Pre-
tender’s landing among us at the head of a French army. Would he

not be looked upon by most men as a saviour? Would not the ma-
jority of the people join with him, in order to rescue the nation from

those that had brought it into such confusion? This danger, Sir, is,

I hope, imaginary, but I am sure it is far from being so imaginary as

that which has been held outin this debate, the danger of all the powers

of the continent of Europe being brought under such a slavish depend-

ence upon France, as to join with her in conquering this island, or in
bringing 1t under the same slavish dependence with themselves,

“ I had almost forgotten, Sir, I wish future nations may forget,
to mention the Treaty of Worms. I wish that treaty could be erased
from our annals and our records, se as never to be mentioned here-
after; for that treaty, with its appendix, the convention that followed,
is one of the most destructive, unjust, and absurd. that was ever con~
cluded. By that treaty we have taken upen ourselves a burthen
which I think it impossible for us to support; we have engaged in
such an act of injustice towards Genoa as must alarm all Europe, and
give to the French a most signal advantage. From this, Sir, all the
Princes of Europe will see what regard we have to justice when we
think that the power is on eur side; most of them, therefore, will pro-
bably join with France in curtailing our power, or, at least, in prevent-

Ing its increase.. _ .
Q2
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s The alliance of Sardinia and its assistance may, I admit, be of
great use to us in defeating the designs of the Spaniards in Italy ; but

#gold itself may be bought teo dear; and I fear we shall find the

purchase we have made to be but precarious, especially if Sardinia
should be attacked by France as well as by Spain, the almost certain
consequence of our present scheme of politics. For these reasons,
Sir, I hope there is not any gentleman, nor even any minister, who
expects that I should declare my satisfaction that this treaty has
been concluded. »

“Jtis very surprising, Sir, to hear gentlemen talk of the great
advantages of unanimity in our proceedings, when, at the time, they
are doing all they can to prevent unanimity. If the Honorable Gen-
tleman had intended that what he propesed should be unanimously
agreed to, he would have returned to the ancient custom of Parlia-
ment which some of his new friends have, on former occasions, so
often recommended, It is a new doctrine to pretend that we ought
in our address to return some sort of answer to every thing mentioned
in his Majesty’s speech. It is a doctrine that has prevailed .only since
our Parliaments began to look more like French than English-Parlia-
ments ; and now we pretend to be such enemies of France, I supposed
we should have laid aside & doctrine which the very method of pro-
ceeding in Parliament must shewto be false. His Majesty’s speech
1s not now so much as under our consideration, but upon a previous
order for that purpose ; therefore we cannot now properly take notice
of its contents, any further than to determine whether we ought to
return thanks for it “or not; even this we may refuse, without being
guilty of any breach of duty to our Sovereign ; but of this, I believe,
no gentleman would have thought, had the Honorable Gentleman who
made this motion not attached to it a long and fulsome panegyric
upon the conduct of our ministers. I am .convinced no gentleman
would have objected to our expressing our duty to our Sovereign, and
our zeal for his.service, in the strongest and most affectionate terms ;
nor would any gentleman have refuséd to congratulate his Majesty
upon any fortunate event happening to the royal family, . The-
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Honorable Gentleman would have desu'ed no more than thlS, had he CHA4P.
intended that his motion should be unanimously agreed to; but 1,713_

ministers are generally the authors and drawers up of the motion,
and they always have a greater.regard for themselves than for the
service of their Sovereign ; that is the true reason why such motions
seldom meet with unanimous approbation. :

“ As to the danger, Sir, of our returning or not returning, to
our national custom upon this occasion, I think it lies wholly upon

the side of our not returning. I have shewn that the measures we are’

now pursuing are fundamently wrong, and that the longer we pur-
sue them, the heavier our misfortunes will prove. Unless some.signal
providence interpose, experience, I am convinced, will confirm what
Isay. By the immediate intervention of Providence, we may, it is
true, succeed in the most improbable schemes ; but Providence seems
to be against us. The sooner, therefore, we repent and amend, the
better it will be for us; and unless repentance begins in this house, I
shall no where expect it until dire experience has convinced us of our
eITOTS. ‘ :

“ For these reasons, Sir, I wish, I hope, that we may now begin
to put a stop to the farther prosecution of these disastrous measures,
by refusing them our approbation. If we put a negative upon this
question, it may awaken our ministers from their deceitful dreams.
If we agree to it, they will dream on till they have dreamed Europe,
their country, and themselves into utter perdition. I they stopnow,
the nation may recover ; but if by such a flattering address we en-

courage them to go on, it may soon become impossible for them

to retreat. For the sake of Europe, therefore, for the sake of
my country, I most heartlly join 1n putting ‘a negative upon the
question *.”

It has been often alleged that Mr. Pitt’s character, as an orator,

¢ It was in the course of this debate that Ms. Pitt, hurried on by his impetuosity, is repre-

sented to have styled Lord Carteret, an execrable, .2 sole minister, who had renounced the _

British nation, and seemed to have drank of the potion deseribed in poetic fictions which made
men forget their country.”~—See Parliamentary Journal of the Honorable Philip Yorke,
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cHAP. rested chiefly upon the energy of his language and the warmth of his
1»};3. appeal to the passions. His eloquence has been represented as deficient
===n close reasoning and perspicuity of argument, and as more brilliant

than sound. The foregoing speech, inadequately reported as it is, I
consider an ample refutation of those charges, Whoever will carefully
consult the best historical works, relative to the transactions to which
Mr. Pitt refers, must be struck with the profound reflections, the sound
reasoning, and the deep penetration into motives and characters
which that speech exhibits. It must, however, be admitted, that he
expresses himself with too mueh acrimony against Lord Carteret;

" and that one insinuation, respecting the inexpediency.of addressing

the King on escaping the dangers of Dettingen, is founded in error.
There is not the least doubt that George II. exposed his person in the
battle with the most intrepid valore, After a long debate, the
address was carried in the House of Commons by a. ma_]onty of 278
agamst_ 149. '

On Tuesday, the 6th December, a very long debate® arose upon
the fo]lowmg question :— That an humble Address be presented
most humbly to advise and beseech his Majesty forthwith to give
orders, that the Hanoverian troops shall not be continued in the
service of Great Britain after the 25th of this instant, December.”

After several members had spoken, Mr, Pitt said : ¢ The present
is a”question of advice upon a most important subject, and at a most
critical time. I appeal to the private consciences of gentlemen,
whether they do not wish the Hanoverians out of our 'pay. His
Majesty, although he is on the very brink of a precipice, at present
stands on the firm ground of his people’s affections. It is the duty
of Parliament to snatch him from that gulph where an infamous
miinister has placed him, and not to throw paltry flowers upon its
edge to congeal his danger. It may be a rough, but it is a friendly

_ ® (Buvres Posthumes; A
f The brief account here inserted of this debate is taken from the manuseript parfiamentary
Journal of the Hon. Philip Yorke, eldest son of Loyd Chancellor Hardwicke, which joumai is
published in the thirteenth vol, of The Parlzamentary History of England. o
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hand which is stretched out to remove him.” M. Pitt was proceeding CHAP.
in his. speech, but, having made some remarks upon the military 17‘;3
ministers of his Majesty, he was- called to order by Sir William*===
Yonge, who desired him to ‘speak to the question, and not attack
persons.

Mr. Pitt said, ¢ That what he before had asserted was parhamentary
He applied the expression of ¢ the hand of power’ to ministers.” - The
Speaker here said, “ that lnterruptlon was part of his own province.
To suppose any persons in that house to be influenced by the greatest

“person in the kingdom was unparliamentary. To suppose them in-
fluenced by ministers, was imputing to them conduct peculiarly mean
and scandalous, and therefore was not to be insinuated.”

Mr. Pitt said, “ He flattered himself that if the Speaker had
heard him out, when he was endeavouring to explam himself, he (the
Speaker) would not have interrupted him. But, notwithstanding any
interruptions which might disorder his grain of thought, he was deter-
mined to utter what lay at his heart. He could prove that the
invariable rules of service had been neglected with regard to the
English officers. The general of the English army had not been con-
sulted. The great person® himself had been hemmed in by German
Jofficers, and one English minister. How, then, could that great
person be informed of the sense of the army, or that of his people,
almost exasperated to- despair. Every symptom of some dreadful
calamity attends the nation. The Address,” said Mr. Pitt, “is full
of parliamentary respect. How ‘much better would it be for us to
suggest our thoughts on this matter, previous to any proposition from
the crown, upon which we may put an unwelcome negative! Other
troops may be had for our money, those of Saxony or Cologne.”
Mr. Pitt then asserted, ¢ that British guards had been put under the
command of an Hanoverian lieutenant‘general promoted, out of his
turn, against the rules of the service: and that the Earl of Stair’s
orders had not been obeyed These discontents,” he said, “ took their
rise on the other side the water. He again repented that the great

¥ The King.
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person, before mentioned, was hemmed in by German officers and
one English minister without an English heart.” "’
Several other members delivered their opinions upon each side of
the question, which was lost by a considerable majority against it".

On the 15th December, Mr. G. Grenville moved, ¢ That an
humble Address be presented to his Majesty, most humbly to beseech
his Majesty, that, in consideration of the exhausted and impoverished
state of this kingdom, by the great and unequal expense it has
hitherto been burthened with, he will not engage this nation any
farther, by acting as we have hitherto done, or by entering into farther
engagements with other powers, without first entering into an alliance
with the States General, for supporting and carrying on thereof, upon
stipulated proportions Of strength and expense, as was done in the
late war'.”

The sohcltor-general“ asked; * If the prea,mble were undoubt-
edly true, (which he could by no means admit,) where was the wisdom
of declaring our inabilities to the whole wotld ? Was that the method
of inspiring our enemies with moderation, or of obtaining even a tole-
rable peace ? He took it for granted that no gentleman proposed an
address which he did not think ought-to pass, but if this met with
the approbation of the House, he did not see how it was possible for
the ministers to regulate their conduct by it, so indefinite and general
were its terms.” Did they mean by advising the King ¢ not to act as

® Mr. Philip Yorke adds in a note: ¢ From the event of this question, the court reckoned
themselves sure of a considerable majority upon that, which was esteemed the most critical and
delicate point of the session, But it happened in this affair, as it does in most others which
have raised great discontent and clamour without doors, that several gentlemen who usually
concurred with the administration, either out of an affectation of popularity, or a real apprehen-
sion that very bad consequences would attend the taking the Hanoverian troops again into pay,
fell off from their friends and voted with the minority. It is said, that the opposition have
‘entrusted the direction of théir conduct in parliament, this session, to a committee of six for the
sake of secresy. This anti-ministerial cabinet consists of Doddington, Pitt, Sir J, Cotton,
Sir Watkin W, Wynn, Waller and Lyttleton.”—See Parlzamentqu History of England,
vol Xiit, pave 146,

! From the parliamentary Journal of Mr. P Yorke.
* Honorable Wllham Muyray, afterwards Lord Mansfield.
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he had Intherto done,” that he should not drive the French out of CHAP
Germany, or give them another defeat if an opportunity presented 174 5.

itself? Was he not to detach such a power as Prussia from the French
interest, if, unhappily for the common cause, it should again become
necessary? Was he not to keep the combined fleets of France blocked
up in Toulon, by continuing his fleets in the Mediterranean? Yet, he
said, those expressions implied a censure upon every ‘measure which
had ‘been pursued, whether good or bad, unfortunate or successful.
He farther ui‘ged, that as the motion was worded, the King was tied
up from entering into'engagements of any kind whatever, wherein the
Dutch did not concur. How dishonorable was that to his Majesty
and the nation, whose councils would be made dependent upon the
negative of the pensionary of Dort ! How detrimental might it be to
the interests of both, since though Holland -and England had one
great object in pursuit, in which they were united, they had others in
which they differed, as in matters of trade; &c. But supposing the
intent of the motion Wwas only to restrain the King from taking any
farther measures in support of the Queen of Hungary, unless the
States General would bear a part in the expense and the danger, he
thought it could not be defended even upon that limited footing.
Both the Dutch and “ourselves had guaranteed the Pragmatic Sanc-
tion by the treaty of Vienna, and the non~performance of one of ‘the
contracting parties did not excuse the other from making good their
engagements. That treaty settled likewise the degree of strength
which was to be employed—at first a small proportion, but if that
- did not prove sufficient, we were bound to assist the House of Austria
totis viribus. The Dutch, whose motions, from the form of their

government, are slow and embarrassed, had already marched a con--

siderable body of their troops, as auxiliaries to the Queen of Hun—

gary, last campaign, and, if we did not relax our vigour, would, in

all probability, take a stronger part the next. But yet he thought it

by no means advisable to connect ourselves so closely with them, as

* to lay it down as an invariable maxim, that we were not to stir a step

in support of our allies abroad, unless we could procure at the same
VOL, I. R
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C‘HAP time the unanimous suffrages of the provinces which composed the’
Vs, Republlc of Holland.”

M. Pitt ¢ seemed to admit that the preamble was 1mproper and
might be left' out, without prejudice to the drift. and meaning of the
motion. For instance, said he, any gentleman might willingly give
up the preamble to his patent of peerage, provided what was essen-
tial in it, the peerage itself, was preserved to him. But, he con-
tended, that the most intimate connection with the Dutch should be
considered as the basis of our foreign politics, and, more Pparticularly,
in the present juncture. It would be happy for this country if the
sober maxims and well-weighed councils of their government had an
influence upon ours, which, he insinuated, were under the direction of
a desperate and rodomontading minister. He argued, that all de-
fensive views were answered by the expulsion of the French from the
empire, and 1t would be ten times more difficult for us to make an
impression upon their frontier, than it was for them to penetrate into
the heart of the Queen of Hungary’s dominions, out of which they had
been obliged to retreat with so much disgrace. He said, that if this
address passed, it would reduce us to a specific object, and confine
the headlong spirit which possessed some of the ministers to more
moderate views. FHe wished, therefore, for the sake of the rest, that
it might go in the affirmative. He concluded by asserting that the
little finger of one man, for the last six- months, had lain heavier upon
the nation than the loins of an administration which had continued
twenty years .

The address was rejected by a cons1derab1e maJorlty

! The following is-a note by Mr, Yorke. ~ ¢ Whilst the debate was kept up by other speak-
ers, Pitt, Lyttleton, and Grenville went gside, and amended their original motion, which was
supposed to come from the masterly pen of Waller, The form into which they modelled it was
certainly less liable to objections : but as the ground-work continued the same, there was still
sufficient reason for rejecting it.”

= 209 against 132:
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CHAPTER VI
1744.

Speeches of Mr. Pitt respecting the Hanover Troops—Projected Invasion of Great Britain
by the Pretender—Myr. Pitt supports the Government in an Address for the Augmenta-
tion of the Forces— Reciprocal Declarations of War between France and Fngland—
Successful progress of the French Arms under Saxe— Discontenis in England— Resig-
nation of Lord Granville—The celebrated Duchess of Marlborough bequeaths w Legacy
to Mr. Pitt—DMr. Pitt supports a Motion of Sir W, Yonge, that 28,000 Men be
employed in Flanders— Death of the Emperor Charles VII.—The young Pretender and
the Rebellion in Scotland— Parliament assembles—Mr. Pitt’s  Speech upon Sir F.
Dashwood’s Amendment—Severe Remarks wpon Mr. Hume Campbell’s Motion—
Disgraceful Dissensions in the British Cabinet~— Resignations of almost the whole minis-
terial Body—DMr. Winnington— Re-appointment of the Ministry—Mr. Pitt is made
Paymaster of the Forces—His high Integrity in this QOffice—System of ¢ontinental
Warfare pursued by George the Second— Battle of Lafeldt—Sir Jokn Ligonier— Peace :
of Aix La Chapelle.

Ow the 17th January, 1744, the Report from the Committee of cpap.
Supply being made to the House, that 634,3444. be granted for de- 1‘,7714 .
fraying the charge of 21,358 effective men, to be employed in Flanders ===
in 1744, Mr. Pitt spoke against the question to the following effect :

“*As it 1s not our present custom to lay before Parliament any
information respecting our public ineasures, as both the measures and
their motives seem to be secrets too great to be communicated to this

house, I protest, Sir, I know nothing about them. Nor am I more

* The following speech is assigned to Mr. Pitt, undgr the character of Julius-Florus, in the
London Magazine for the year 1744. Mr. Pitt spoke in answer to Sir W.. Yonge

R2
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cHAP. able to judge of them from any public appearances. No man can
1;741:4'1. know-~no man can judge of them, who has not an intimate corres-

rl

pondence with 'some of our ministers of the closet. This, thank God,
I possess not. I trust therefore, that, if our late or present measures
be misunderstood by me, the gentlemen who congratulate themselves
upon possessing such a correspondence, will excuse my mis-statements,
Before we agree to the Honorable Gentleman’s motion, there are two
points, Sir, which ought to be fully considered and discussed : these
are, first, the end, and secondly, the manner of assisting the Queen of
Hungary. If the French still insist upon stripping the Queen of
Hungary of great part of her German dominions, to bestow them upon
the Emperor, on cendition that they may possess Flanders, or some
other equivalent, we ought fotis virtbus to prevent the execution of
so dangerous a design. I am, Sir, and always have been of opinion,
that France possesses more power than is consistent with the interests
of Europe. I thought so at a time when we had a better opportunity
than, perhaps, will ever recur, of reducing the power of the House of
Bourbon ; before, Sir, (by a most criminal gonnivance of our ministers,)
they had made the aequisition of Lorraine. Were this, therefore, the
end proposed in assisting the Queen of Hungary, I should approve of
our affording her the utmost assistance; yet, even in this case, I
should not agree to the Honorable Gentleman’s motion, because I do
not approve of the manner he proposes of giving her assistance.

“ But, Sir, if the French have entirely abandoned the design I
mentioned ; if they abandoned it as soon as they found themselves
deserted by Prussia and Saxony; if they were then willing, as I
believe they were, to restore the peace of Germany, upon the single
condition that the Queen of Hungary should restore to the Emperor
his hefeditary dominions, we ought not, I think, to have encouraged
her, by our assistance, to continue the war in Germany, -and much
less ought we to encourage her, as I fear we do, in thinking to procure,

. by our assistance, an eéquivalent from France, for what she has yielded

to Prussia and Saxony in Germany. If this be the end of our
assisting her, I disapprove of that end, as much as I do of the manner.
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I disapprove of it, Sir, not because I am unwilling to see the power of GI‘{T?P.‘
France reduced, but becauseI consider the present a very improper 744,
time for the Queen of Hungary or ourselves to attempt to effect that=

reduction. There is, Sir, a certain spirit which prevails, by which
~courts, as well as private men, are governed. To this spirit.a wise
and considerate minister will ever pay attention, and regulate his
measures accordingly. The world, Sir, is not to be governed by every
whim which may enter the head of an undiscerning minister, however
enterprising he may be.
¢ The ambitious designs of the late King of France excited a
spirit of jealousy amongst the European powers, and produced many
confederacies against him : one of which, at length, brought France
to the very verge of destruction. Since the death of that monarch
experience has convinced the French of the danger of agaln ekcmng
such a spirit ; and so warily have they conducted themselves that
none now prevails. The spirit of jealousy against them has been
transferred to the House of Austria, so that there is not at this time
one court in Europe who will join with us and the Queen of Hungary,
in this prOJeCt against' France.
“In saying this, Sir, I speak according- to human probability.
The race, I know, is not always to the swift, nor the battle to the
strong. Suppose then Providence should work a miracle in our favor,
and aid with unexpected success our designs against France. Sup.
pose their armies, like that of the .Midianites, should set every man
his sword against his fellow, and that their walls, like those of Jericho,
should fall flat before us: even then, we cannot suppose, that the
Princes of Germany, so jealous of the House of Austria, so anxious to
retain possession of those territories they have obtained from her, will
quietly see the vast augmentation of her power and the diminution of
that of France. For the presérvation of their newly acquired‘ posses-

sions, perhaps for their future independence, these Princes must look .

up to the friendship and assistance of France. I consider it nearly
certain, therefore, that in the event of our being successful, they would
all .unite to check our career.
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« That we should maintain an army in Flanders in order to pro-
cure for the Queen of Hungary an equivalent from France, is there.
fore so absurd, that I am convinced it is not the real design. It must
be a pretext for covering a purpose.which our ministers dare not
acknowledge, a purpose which, could it be proved, would cost some of
them their-heads. It is my opinion, Sir, that the blood and treasure
of England has been lavished for the purpose of maintaining sixteen
thousand Hanoverians, and of adding some little territories to the
dominions of the Electorate. If it be asserted that the French design
to strip the Queen of Hungary of a great part of her dominions, and
then assign them to the Emperor upon condition that they shall make.
certain additions to their own territories, I answer, let this design be
fully proved, before we plunge the country into such expenses to
defeat it. We have great reason to believe, Sir, that if ever such a.
design was harboured by the French, it is now abandoned. It is not
likely that they, unassisted by any of the Princes of Germany, would
embark in a scheme so replete with danger, difficulty, and cost. 'The
only hopes they can now have of executing such a scheme must arise
from our encouraging the Queen of Hungary‘to be immoderate in
her demands. This may rouse the jealousy of the German Princes
against her, may force them into an alliance with France to reduce
her power and check her ambition. '

¢ I have not hitherto mentioned Italy, Sir, because none can be
so ignorant as to suppose that the best mode of preserving the Queen
of Hungaiy’s dominions in Italy, is to form an army in Flanders, or
to, make an attempt on France on that side where she 1s the best
guarded, and the least susceptible of impression. No one, I say, can
contend that this is our object in forming and maintaining an army in
Flanders, . ' '

““ Let the end proposed in-assisting the Queen of Hungary be

.what it will, the manner of pursuing it has been altogether wrong. I

shall point out, Sir, that line of conduct which, I think, this country
should adopt, I lay it down, Sir, as a certain maxim that we should
never assist our allies upon the continent with any great number of
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troops®. If we send our troops abroad, it should be rather with a view CHAP.
" to improve them in' the art of war,:than to assist our- allies. Sir, 1;2;1_
they have no occasion for our men ; the Queen of Hungary, in parti- ===
cular, wants them not. She has men, and brave men, in abundance
of her own. She wants money alone to arm and support them, The
only manner, therefore, in which we ought to-support her, and our
other allies upon the continent, is with our money and. our ships.
My reason for laying this down as a maxim is, not only because the
séa is our natural element, but because it is dangerous to our liberties
and destructive to our trade, to encourage great numbers of our
people to depend for their livelihood upon the profession of arms. If
you take care to discipline the farmer, the day labourer, the me-
chanic, each of these may become a good soldier, and always pre-
pared to ‘defend the country in case ‘of an attack. Each of these,
having another mode of livelihood, may be a good subject.also: but
the man who solely depends upon arms for bread, can never be a good
subject, especially in a free country. For this reason, we ought to
maintain as few regular soldiers as possible; both at home and
abroad ; we ought never to retain them -Iong in the service ; knowing
that very few, afterwards, will turn for their support to honest and
industrious employments. Another argument on this subject presents
itself ; our troops cost more to maintain them, than those of any other
country. Our money, therefore, will be of most service to our allies,
because it will enable them to raise and support a greater number of
troops than we can supply them with for the same sum. I shall prove
“my assertion, Sir, by figures-—stubborn obstinate figures, which nei-
ther bend nor vary at the will of a minister and his friends.
¢« By the motion now before the house, our own. trdeps in Flan-
ders are to cost us, for the next year, 634,344l. The sixteen thou-
sand Hanoverians will cost us, I conceive, nearly 400,0001. more. To
these two sums must be added 200,000 more for contingent expenses—

. ® The reader will smile when he reflects how widely Mr. Pitt depaited from this maxim dur-
ing his own administration.
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cHAp. we shall find this article last. year amounting to a much heavier sum.

VI
1744,

These three particulars make up the sum of 1,284,3441., I shall call it
in even numbers 1,200,000l. This we are to pay for the maintenanee
of an army of 87,000 men, one third part of which I shall suppose to
be cavalry. Now let us see what additional number of troops might

- have been maintained, had this sum of money been remitted to the
" Queen of Hungary. :

« By several treaties, and particularly by he accession of the
States General to the Vienna treaty of 1731, the charge of 1000
foot 'soldiers is fixed at 10,000 guilders per month. This, in sterling

'money, at 'the rate of ten guilders sixteen stivers per pound sterling,

is 9261. The charge of 1000 horse soldiers is, for the same time,
fixed at 30,000 guilders, or 2778/,  We see, therefore, that 1,200,000L.
would have maintained for the Queen of Hungary nearly 108,000
foot, or nearly 36,000 horse. Arranging them differently, it would
have maintained for her an army of 54,000 foot and of 18,000 horse
for the ensuing year. I must, therefore, ask our ministers, whether
an additiongl army of 72,000 men to be employed wherever she
pleased, would not have been of mére service to the Queen of Hun-
gary, and to what they are pleased to call the common cause, than
our 87,000 men in Flanders? In making this assertion I will not
allow that any of the Queen of .Hungary’s troops are better than the
British, though I have no doubt that the worst of them are better
than the Hanoverians.

~ % But, Sir, even supposing it of advantage to the common cause
to assist ‘the Queen of Hungary rather with troops than with money,
Flanders is the very worst place in which we could -employ them.
Had we formed no army there, neither would the French have done
so ; nor would they have attacked any places there for fear of pro-
voking the Dutch to declare against them. If, Sir, we form an army
next summer in Flanders, although we do not employ it offensively, as
I firmly believe we shall not, we may furnish the French with an ex-
cuse to attack the Queen of Hungary in that country, This excuse
may be admitted by the Dutch, who at present entertain no jealousy
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“agamst France ; and for this, as ‘well as for other réasons, they seent CHAP.
resolved to enter into none of our romantic schemes. If the Queen 17‘{4
of Hungary must be assisted by our troops, why did’ they not take

up their winter quarters in Germany, or upon the Rhine, by which
we might have secured a passage for Prince Charles in the Spring ?
If it be alleged that the princes and circles of Germany would not
allow our troops to take up winter quarters within the empire, this of

itself was a reason for our recalling our troops, dismissing our merce- -

naries, and resolving to assist the Queen of Hungary for the future,
as we ought to have done from the beginning, solely with our money,
- and our squadron in the Mediterranean.

¢ In short, Sir, as I could at first see no reason for sending our
troops to Flanders, unless it was to furnish ministers with a pretext to
load us with the maintenance of 16,000 Hanoverians, so I now see no
reason for our reta.mlng them there, unless it be to afford a Pretext
for continuing that load. As I, moreover, think that our retaining
these troops in Flanders may infinitely prejudice the Queen of

Hungary s cauise, I can by no means ‘agree to the report of the com-

mittee.” . .

As the discussion which gave occasion to the foregoing speech
was extremely interesting, it was, consequently, repeatedly renewed.
I give, upon the authority of the Honorable P. Yorke’s journal, the
following account of the debate upon the 18th and 19th of January.

The great question respecting the Hanover troops was debated
in the committee of supply on Wednesday the 18th January, 1744.
As it was a day of high expectation, both parties had been equally
diligeni: in collecting their strength. The number present, amount-
ing exactly to five hundred, sufficiently prove the importance of the
question.

Sir W. Yonge moved, that 393,773 should be granted as the
pay of 16,000 Hanoverians for the ensuing year. In the debate
which followed, Mr.,Pitt is represented as addressing himself more
to the passions than to the judgment of his hearers. As specimens
of the indignities to which, he said, the British troops had been ex*

VOL. I, S
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cHAP. posed, he brought forward two facts, which he stated with all the
1‘;‘{4 force of language; the. first was, that the Hanoverian guards were

employed to do duty whilst. the King was at As-chaffenberg; the

‘other was, that his Majesty, throughout the campaign, lay on the left

of the army, covered by his electoral troops®. Mr. Pitt also asked,
whether other troops were not to be had in Germany, that. great
market of men, and whether a certain German prince had not offered
to supply a contingent. )
Sir W. Yonge’s motion was carried’ by a larger majority than
the ministry had anticipated. This is said to have heen owing to
the exertions of Lord Orford, who never, during his own- admmlstra-

tion, exerted himself to carry a point with greater zeal °,

Upon the repoert of the committee the question was resumed on
the following day. The solicitor-general expressed himself highly
pleased that the question was again debated—if it were fundamentally
right, it must, he said, gain upon enquiry-—if wrong, the opposition it
had experienced must gather strength, and the arguments urged against
it must receivé confirmation, The true point, he said, had not been
stated by the opposers. It had been represented as a competition
between England and Hanover, and hence the necessity of a separa-
tion of the electoral from the regal dominions had been inferred.
But, although the King and Parliament should be inclined to promote -
such a separation, the diet of the empire might be unwilling to give
their copsent. He appealed to gentlemen, whether it were right to
suggest an unattainable object. He was afraid to think where their

¢ It is proper to state that both these-facts are explained by Mr. Yorke in such a manner as
to exculpate the King from the charge of partiality to the Hanoverians.

¢ Mr. Phlhp Yorke says, “ The majority was larger than, from the talk without doors, there
was reason to expect. According to the common reckoning, twenty-five or thirty was the
utmost that the court could depend upon, Lord Orford certainly took great pains to bring all
his friends into the measure, which, before he came to town, the.ministers seem.to have dropped
all thoughts of reviving, and to be looking out for other exPedxents two there were, very.natu-
ral and very solid~~one, upon a supposition that these troops wer? to be taken again into our
pay, either that the King should not go abroad, or that the English and Hanoverians should
act in separate bodies.”
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reasoning would carry-us. He should keep to the Act of Succession. ‘C%?P-

The Limitations in that Act sufficiently prevent any real injury from 1744,

resulting to Great Britain from the union of those, dominions in one
person. When that Act was passed, it was considered that the richer
and more powerful country could never become a province to the
lesser ; that any trifling predilection must be tempordry, and die with
the present generation. The electorate of Hanover was not concerned
in the present quarrel; its separate interests lay in an opposite direc-
tion. The most valuable concerns of Great Britain depend upon its
issue. The nation called loudly for the vigorous support of the House
of Austria, &c. Would you, (asked Mr. Murray,) if the dominions
were not connected, in effect, dismiss 22,000 men without know-
ing where to replace them? The only conclusive argument he bhad
heard was, that the force already maintained by us on the continent
was sufficient without the troops in question. But this he could by
no means admit, when he considered the great preparations of France,
who seemed disposed to take an active part in Italy, on the Rhine,
and in the Netherlands, whenever she sees an opportunity. Gentle-
men who call out for the object, have not distinguished between the
end proposed by carrying on this war, and between the plan of ope-
rations. ‘The former, he said, was plain and obvious—to perform
our guarantee of the Pragmatic Sanction. The latter must depend
upon the conduct of the enemy, and is not a proper subject of debate
for Parliament. If France, as some insinuate, means only to keep
upon the defensive, would she continue a heavy subsidy to the em-
peror; would she lay on such burdens upon her own subjects, to
enable him to form a body of troops ? Mr. Murray then proceeded
to refute the charge that partiality had been shewn to the Hano-
verians; and concluded thus; “ What, then, is the question reduced
to ?. Is it that the voice of the people is against it? The people are,
indeed, against the submission of England to Hanover, but they are
not against the ,common cause—they are not. against checking the
.ambition of France by keeping these troops .another year in our pay.
Do the people feel or understand military punctilios? They should be,
' . 82
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Cl{;AP set rlght n thelr notions, and the Parliament by not giving way to
1744 these dlscontents, will take the best method to suppress them. Let

us not refuse to derive that benefit from Hanover, which we should
be glad to receive, were it under the dominion of a different Prince.”

Mr. Pitt said that not all the sophistry of the Honorable Gentle-
man should make him recede from the true point in debate, which
was not affected by any one of his arguments. The question before
them was, not whether they should support the Queen of Hungary;
not whether they should keep up a sufficient strength on the continent
to oppose France; but, whether, after what had occurred, these
troops ought to be retained in our service. He said that he had |
many facts in the papers in his- band, and more in his knowledge,
which pointed out the source whence these waters of bitterness flowed.
It was impossible that the troops under consideration could answer
any of those purposes which had been so pompously exaggerated.
The councils, the troops of Hanover have lamed all our operations .
from the begmmng What else, he asked, prevented us from follow-
ing Maillebois in his march to Prague? What else prevented us
from attacking the French during the battle, or from pursuing them
immediately after it? We were then joined by 12,000 fresh. men,
and the enemy were so dispirited that their seldiers did not return'to
their colours within two days. Will it be said that the Austrians
opposed it ? Generdl Neipery said to some one who charged him
with this: * it is no fault of mine, mais cette proposition n’est. pas du
gout de votre cour.” He, (Mr. Pitt,) could say something as to the
bad behaviour of this corps : the regiment in the front was in a wood
where they never gave nor recelved a fire :—two battahons, which
were ordered to form in the first line, fell back and retired to the
second, General Iiton; an idle spectator of the combat from a hill,
refused, for- want of g guidé, to comply with the pressing instances of
a-noble duke to march down ;: no sooner had the French given way,
than a guide was found, and he began to move ; but made a sudden
halt, in the midst of his march, on the sight of a small body of Aus-
trians which he mistook for the enemy,



N\

DEBATE RESPECTING THE HANOVER TRoé)Ps‘r. ‘o

., 133

The return made soon after the actlon, of not mor§ than Tour- CHAP:

score men who were missing dut of .the whole sixteen ‘thousand,™was" 1
a full proof how little they had been engaged. Mr. Pitt then cen-=——

sured a doctrine which he had heard advanced, that the King might
follow the advice of one velt marshal as well as of another ; he called
it monstrous and unconstitutional, because ‘it took away the controul
and enquiry of Parliament. He said that he had a contempt for the
abilities, as well as for the honesty, of any minister who would not
endeavour to gain the confidence of the people, where sentiments
upon no point, were ever more strongly, or more universally declared,
than against the troops in question. Is it possible, he said, that
a ministry should ever concede to the wishes and entreaties of the
people, if they are deaf to them in the present instance ?” The pass-
ing the question will be to erect a triumphal arch to Hanover over
the military honor and independence of Great Britain.

General Onslow, who during the battle of Dettingen had com-
‘manded on the right, now rose and assured the House that no Hanove-
rians had been posted in the wood, but at 