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Introduction

 

In July2019, we reached the 2nd year of our membership as a User Group at the 

Wikimedia Foundation. It is always with great joy and pleasure that we can evaluate the work 

done. It has been a rich year for the User Group despite the difficulties encountered. Instead 

of being discouraged, we instead adapted well to solving these issues and learnt quite a lot 

in the process and we continue forging ahead. 

The year of activities completed, with about ten editathons, more than four training 

sessions, collaborations within the framework of the international campaigns, the 

participation in several international projects, as well as the participation in a local forum, 

amongst others. 

All these activities have strengthened the presence of the User Group and the 

Wikimedia movement in our country Cameroon, especially the loyalty of community 

members, the accession of new volunteers to the various activities and projects, the 

organization of strategic salons and Youth salons, the opening of the User Group's activities 

in the other cities of our country, such as Buea and Yagoua, as well as work on the structure 

of the User Group. This report covers the period from July 2018 to July 2019. 

 

 

LOCAL AND INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS 

 
 

I. LOCAL MEETINGS 
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Despite the presence of members of the User Group in the cities of Buea, Douala, 

Yaoundé and Yagoua for a few months, it is exclusively in Yaoundé that the meetings 

(editathons) were held at the Goethe Institute as part of our collaboration. 

The other cities have been active in specific projects of the Wikimedia movement to 

which our community or its members have been asked to participate.  

The editathons were held regularly at the Goethe Institute for eleven (11) months. 

Welcoming every month between 15 and 20 people. These meetings allowed: 

 Strengthen members' skills in contributing to Wikipedia, Wikimedia Common 

and Wikidata; 

 Build loyalty and weld members of the community;  

 Reflect on common projects for the community to empower and stimulate their 

commitments; 

 to advance in the projects which were previously initiated; 

 To think about the structuring of the User Group; 

 To strengthen collaboration with the Goethe Institute. 

In order to illustrate all of this, subgroups have been set up to facilitate the work and 

move the activities forward. 

a. The Wikikwatt group :  

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/The_WikiKwatt_Project 

Wikikwatt is the first project initiated by our community since March 2018. It aims to make 

visible the districts of Cameroon (starting 

with Yaoundé) in Wikipedia by illustrating 

them with significant photos of each of these 

neighborhoods. Several raids have been 

made to the traditional chiefdoms to collect 

the existing sources, photo shootings 

allowed to download more than 300 photos 

and today, a dozen articles have been 

created. 

 

It is true that there are several goals to be achieved. However, the enthusiasm of 

members during the project, the links established and consolidated, the knowledge acquired 

in terms of contributions to Wikimedia projects, among others, should be welcomed. 

b. The WikiCine Cameroon group :  

Newly created, this project aims to create content on film professionals in Cameroon. 

In the field, the activities started are the census of professionals to publish and the collection 

of data on the subject. The WikiCine Cameroon project aims to promote in Cameroon film 

professionals: those who have established their reputation in their field, these are: actors, 

directors, screenwriters, photo directors, promoters of meetings cinematographic, festivals … 

File:Editathon at Goethe Institut Cameroon 64.jpg By Geugeor  CC-BY-SA 4.0 
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c. WikiData Group :  

Consisting of several computer scientists and 

specifically developers, this group includes members 

trained in the discovery and contribution to Wikidata. 

They can help support other projects through the 

creation of Wikidata entries and contributing to building 

tools around Wikidata.  

 

 

d. Collabaration with Goethe Institut : 

We are collaborating with the Goethe Institute for a project that is in line with the 

Wikimedia 2030 Strategy: The Adaptability of Wikimedia Projects in the African, 

Cameroonian Context by raising the issue of oral sources. A survey will be conducted with a 

target, supported by audio and video reports on the knowledge of Wikipedia and its sister 

projects, as well as their perception in the Cameroonian environment. 

e. The structuring of the User Group : 

After the reflection, several proposals were submitted to the members of the various 

cities to collect their opinions. Below, the selected proposal which was inspired by the first 

draft written by the co-founders by retaining only an administrative structure and 

departments: 

• The Executive Office with:  

1 Executive Director, 1 Executive Vice-President in charge of Project Monitoring, 1 

Secretary, 1 Treasurer, 1 External Auditor 

• Departments: content publishing and translation, technical, communication. 

Other departments may be created depending on the need and available resources. 

It is also important to have focal points in every city where the community is located. 

For this purpose, if a member of the executive board is not in one of the cities, the User 

Group will have recourse to the focal point for the actions to be carried out. 

With regard to the election of the Executive Board, the consideration of diversity, the gender 

approach and the linguistic specificity were noted. Thus, it was decided to: 

 Have less than 2 people of the same kind; 

 If the Executive Director is French speaking, his vice will be automatically English and 

vice versa; Ideally, most cities are represented in the executive office. 

The work will continue in the coming months to reach the adoption of the official texts 

(rules and constitution) of the community. 

 

File:Editathon at Goethe Institut Cameroon 009.jpg By Geugeor  CC-BY-SA 4.0 
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f. Wiki Loves Women 

Two training sessions were organized as part 

of Wiki Loves Women in Buea and Yaoundé during 

the Art and Feminism campaign. Equally, another 

was organized during the Mois de la contribution 

francophone. These trainings were attended by 

about 70 people so a percentage of 60% women. 

 

In Yaoundé, several of these participants joined the User Group's monthly meetings 

at the Goethe Institut and Buea. These participants will be the active nucleus of the 

community to meet in Buea in the coming months. As in Buea and Yaoundé, these different 

training sessions contributed to the mobilization of the members of our community today. 

g. Wiki Loves Earth and Wiki Loves Africa 

Cameroon has once again participated in these 2 

international photo competitions in 2018 and 2019 

as the statistics show. A Cameroonian won one of 

the categories of the Wiki Loves Africa contest 

whose theme for the 2019 edition was "Play". The 

various upload sessions were held in the cities of 

Yaoundé, Douala and Buea. A Wiki Loves Earth 

Awards ceremony was held in Douala, enhancing 

the visibility of the community and its activities. 

 

 

h. Lingua Libre training session 

In collaboration with associations that promote local languages in Cameroon and 

Wikimedia France, we held a first session recording more than 600 words and expressions of 

6 Cameroonian languages from the Lingua Libre platform to enrich Wikimedia Commons for 

their use in the Wiktionary. The medium-term objective of creating a nucleus that would thus 

contribute to promoting these different local languages in Wikimedia projects. 

i. Strategic Salons and Youth Salons 

Five strategic fairs and two youth fairs were organized in Cameroon. These different 

meetings were held in the cities of Douala, Yaoundé and Buea. The goal is to involve our 

community in the vision of the Wikimedia Foundation through the Strategy2030, while 

diversifying the components according to the different themes proposed. To do this, we 

worked with experienced Wikimedians, new contributors, Tech women and students from 

File:WLE2018 Awards Ceremony and exposition 80.jpg By Happiraphael  CC-BY-SA 4.0 
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different specialties.

 

 

A quote summarizes what will have been said at the end of these meetings: "With the 

strategy2030, Wikimedia projects are immersed in the lives of Africans and Cameroonians in 

particular and traditions." 

The report is available here:  

1. https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Strategy/Wikimedia_movement/2018-

20/2019_Community_Conversations/Strategy_Salons/Reports/Cameroon_UG 

2. https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Strategy/Wikimedia_movement/2018-

20/2019_Community_Conversations/Strategy_Salons/Reports/Cameroon_UG_Youth_Sa

lon 

 

II. INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS 

 

Despite the scholarships obtained for Wikimedia Hackathon in May 2019, Wikimania 

in July 2019 and for the French-language WikiConvention in September 2019, no 

Cameroonian could make the trip, due to lack of a visa. This was a huge disappointment, 

especially with workshops and presentations to be made on the spot. However, 4 

Cameroonians will take part in the WikiIndaba meeting scheduled for 8-10 November in 

Nigeria. 

 

 

 

File:WMCMUG Strategy Youth Salon 13.jpg By Geugeor CC-BY-SA 4.0 

 

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Strategy/Wikimedia_movement/2018-20/2019_Community_Conversations/Strategy_Salons/Reports/Cameroon_UG
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Strategy/Wikimedia_movement/2018-20/2019_Community_Conversations/Strategy_Salons/Reports/Cameroon_UG
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Strategy/Wikimedia_movement/2018-20/2019_Community_Conversations/Strategy_Salons/Reports/Cameroon_UG_Youth_Salon
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COMMUNITY LIFE 

 
 

This component is essential to the life of the community. It strengthens and spreads 

over the years. After Douala, Yaoundé and Buea, localities of the northern regions and Far 

North regions of Cameroon will soon house one of our dismemberments. 

Moreover, we are also working to be more and more present and visible in the digital 

space in Cameroon. 

This was the case on 

the World 

Telecommunication 

and Information 

Society Day 

celebrated on 18 

July 2019 at the 

Ministry of Posts and 

Telecommunications

. This forum has 

made known our 

community and 

through it, the 

Wikimedia movement. 

Projects in sight will strengthen our actions and the commitment and motivation of 

members over time. It must be noted, however, that the co-founders are still struggling to find 

a consensus to continue to make this community work together. 

 

 

PARTNERSHIP 

 
 

Several partnerships and collaboration have been established and / or strengthened 

during this year. The community is also pleased to have quality partners since its affiliation 

who accompany and support it in the various projects and activities organized. These are: 

a. Wikimedia France 

She was present in our actions and projects through advice, support 

and considerable contributions every time we requested it. 

b. Goethe Institute 

This structure has been with us for more than 2 years. Initially, it was 

just a room equipped and made available to the community. Today, this has 

evolved into the ontological provision and enhanced collaboration through the 

project that we seek to achieve together. 

File:User group at the fair at the Ministry of Posts 02.jpg By Danielgwd CC-BY-SA 4.0 
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c. ActivSpaces and Jokkolabs incubators 

These structures have graciously put their spaces at our 

disposal when we were in need for the working sessions in 

Buea and Douala. 

d. The Orange Foundation Cameroon 

She is becoming more and more interested in our projects 

and has given us significant support in the 2018 edition of 

the Wiki Loves Earth Photo Contest. Today, we are working 

to strengthen their presence and support for our activities 

throughout Cameroon and through future projects. 

e. Other informal partnerships were established with the departmental 

delegation of the Ministry of Arts and Culture of Wouri in the Littoral region and with the 

National Archives of Cameroon. It remains to formalize all this. 

 

 

ENCOUNTERED PROBLEM 

 
 

Apart from the grants received for the organization of our editathons or projects, our 

User Group has no other sources of revenue that will allow it to have more impact. Not to 

mention the constant follow-up of the volunteers distributed in more than 3 cities and that it is 

necessary to retain. Added to this is the internet credit support that volunteers need to 

continue working at home. In addition, we have the obligation to take into account the 

linguistic specificity of our country by being present in the francophone and anglophone 

speaking areas. 

 

PROSPECTS 

 
 

Our challenge for this new year is to work towards stabilizing everything that is done 

and moving forward in ongoing projects. 

 

FINANCES 

 
 

The reports from the different grants on the editathons, the training sessions and the 

projects are available at these different addresses: 

1. User Group Editathons at Goethe Institut : 

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Grants:Project/Rapid/Wikimedians_of_Cameroon_User

_Group/Editathons_at_Goethe_Institut/Report 

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Grants:Project/Rapid/Wikimedians_of_Cameroon_User_Group/Editathons_at_Goethe_Institut/Report
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Grants:Project/Rapid/Wikimedians_of_Cameroon_User_Group/Editathons_at_Goethe_Institut/Report
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2. Wiki Loves Women Editathons in Buea : 

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Grants:Project/Rapid/Wikimedians_of_Cameroon_User

_Group/Wiki_Loves_Women_editathons_in_Buea_and_Bamenda/Report 

3. Wiki Loves Earth 2018 in Cameroun : 

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Grants:Project/Rapid/Wikimedians_of_Cameroon_User

_Group/Wiki_Loves_Earth_2018_in_Cameroon/Report 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

 
 

While thanking the Wikimedia Foundation for her ongoing support across all its 

components, our community wants to move forward with them to meet the challenges ahead. 

In the same way, we hope to continue to count on her constant support as well as the 

support of all the other partners. 

We can not conclude with one more thank you to all the volunteers for the efforts 

made to support this community despite the difficulties of all kinds it faces. 
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