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PRETFACE,

THE numecrous frauds that are daily practised
with success upon purchasers of horses render it
a matter of absolute necessity that the public
should be put upon their guard against the usual
tricks of the lower class of horse-dealers and their
coadjutors. This work has thereforc been written
with a view not only to expose most of the impo-
sitions and devices in common use among thesc
gentry, but also to enable every one who wishes
to become master of a horse to judge for himself
of his soundness and capabilities without much
risk of being deceived.

A great portion of the following pages has
already appeared in a series of papers in the
“ Sporting Magazine;” and the fact that several

applications have, at various times, been made to
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the Editor of that periodical, for the purpose of
ascertaining whether they would not be pub-
lished as a distinct work, and also of their having
been deemed worthy of a reprint in an American
Sporting Paper, has induced the Author to unite

them in a separate volume.
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HOW TO BUY A HORSE.

CHAPTER L

Tuere is probably no subject of more exciting
interest to an Englishman than that which treats
of anything pertaining to the horse. In this
country you will meet but very few men who are
not, in a greater or less degree, imbued with the
love of field sports; and even those, who, from
habits of business, accident, or any other cause,
have not acquired that keen relish for these plea-
sures which men not bred in London or its vicinity
usually display, will still, on beholding 2 fine horse,
or in listening to the account of some brilliant run
with hounds, and the feats of their followers,
betray sufficient signs of animation to give sure
token of a spirit lurking within which nothing but
circumstance has been wanting to bring to ma-
turity.

We are essentially a nation of horsemen, and

decidedly take the lead of all others in whatever
W
B
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relates to the breeding, management, and training
of horses either for the road, the field, or the turf.
The love of horses pervades all ranks, from the
Nobleman to the Costermonger, and with very
many of us is an inborn passion, which clearly
manifests itself even in infancy, continuing to
augment with our increasing years. It is this
very ardor of attachment to our favourite animal
that leads many a man to purchase what he con-
siders a good-looking nag, without being in the
slightest degree capable of forming a correct judg-
ment either as to his appearance, action, sound-
ness, or value. The cock of the tail is with many
the criterion of beauty, and, provided it be car-
ried high, something after the fushion of a neatly-
docked terrier, or ncarly so, all imperfections are
cast into the shade. Should a horse at the same
time hold his head well up, the affair of pur-
chasing him is that of a few minutes; and thus it
happens that a jerk with a sharp curb-bit and a
small piece of ginger produce more money in the
course of a year than any two little nostrums with
which I am acquainted.

The object of the following pages is to put the
novice in horse-flesh on his guard against the
tricks of dealers of a low class, and to teach him
all that is necessary for a man to know who wishes
to be able to form an opinion of the soundness
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and value of a horse, without being forced to credit
the ipse-dizit of the seller, or to rely on the judg-
ment of others.

Many very useful books have doubtless been
published on this subject; but some are too sci-
entific, others too prolix, and few, if any, of them
teach the mode of detecting the tricks that are too
frequently resorted to for the purpose of concealing
defects and entrapping the unwary. A very few
chapters will suffice to revcal the artifices of the
lower class of horse-dealers; and, with a little
study and some practical experience, any man
may soon acquire sufficient knowledge to prevent
his being grossly imposed on by them. Every
one must, however, expect to pay for experience,
and it is wonderful how the loss of a few pounds
in the purchase of serews (as unsound horses are
termed) serves to open a man’s cyes to his want
of discrimination.

I must beg it to be understood that what I shall
write for the edification of the unlearned in the
ills of horse-flesh is not to be received in the light
of a treatise on the diseases of the horse; for as
I am not a veterinary surgeon, and moreover have
never studied more of the veterinary art than was
sufficient, combined with my own experience in
purchasing such horses as I have thought would
suit me, to enable me to pay no more for a horee

B2
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than, barring accidents, I could get back for him,
1 rest my claims to the character of instructor in
the art and mystery of purchasing a horse simply
on the basis of experience, the best of all guides
on every occasion. And here I may add, that,
with the exception of horses”that have been ill,
or have wmet with accidents, although in my day
I have been possessed of many, and scarcely ever
of a bad one, 1 believe 1 should have considerable
difticulty in making myself out a loser of ten
pounds by all the horses put together which I
have at any time lost money by—a pretty con-
vineing proof that my judgment of the value of a
horse very rarely leads me into error. My plan
is invariably, when 1 find that I have been de-
ceived in the powers and performance of a horse,
and that he does not suit my purpose, to get rid
of him to the best bidder, hoping to have better
luck with my next purchase; and I have very
seldom lost more than two or three pounds in this
way. A bad horse is never worth keeping, for he
will eat as much as a good one, without your de-
riving the smallest satisfaction from using him.
Indeed, to ride or drive a bad and sluggish animal
is an affair far too trying for my disposition, and
I therefore take good care that such brutes shall
never have an opportunity of disturbing the equa-
nimity of my temper long.
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I shall begin by endeavouring to point out the
proper shape of a horse, and shall then proceed
to notice his defects, whether constituting un-
soundness or not, together with the tricks which
are resorted to for the purpose of concealing them;
after which I may possibly make a few remarks
upon the action of the horse, and the best method
of managing him in the stable—a point upon
which I am exceedingly particular. Many men
have by nature a very correct eye for the proper
shape of a nag, and of animals in general, but by
far the greater part are taken with the general
bearing and spirit evinced by a horse, without ob-
serving that perhaps many of his points may be
decidedly bad; as hollowness of the back, bad
and weak hocks, small feet, groggy legs, &c.
These faults, be the horse’s courage and fout
ensemble what they may, detract materially from
his value, and therefore require considerable at-
tention in estimating his worth. In order to de-
termine the absolute value of horses for every
species of work, you should, when thoroughly
grounded in the knowledge of their proper form
and their defects, frequent the public sales at
Tattersall’s, Allen’s, Dixon’s, and other places,
and you will soon acquire the knack of putting a
just price, or very nearly so, on most horsee that
you may see,
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CHAPTER 1L

ON SHAPE.

Tue first thing to be looked to in a horse is his
shape. Of this it is quite impossible to give a
very luminous deseription, as many horses very
differently shaped may each still be well made,
although adapted for different work. Thus, a
horse with rather an upright shoulder may never-
theless be extremely well-proportioned, although
this very conformation would tend to mark him as
more fitted for harness than for a saddle-horse.
Generally speaking, however, a horse’s head
should be fine, broad between the eyes, and ta-
pering towards the nose; the jaws'should be cleanr
and unencumbered with flesh ; the eye full, bright,
and lively; the nostrils open and of a bright red
internally (which generally denotes breeding and
courage); the space between the jaws underneath
should be roomy and void of lumps or glandular
swellings; the ears should be well set into the
head and pointed forwards. A heavy lop-eared
horse ix always an unsightly animal, and fre-
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quently a slup: a long ear, well carried, is not
uncommonly a characteristic of good blood. A
horse’s neck should be light, airy, well-curved,
and having a considerable sweep underneath at its
Junction with the jaws. When the neck joins the
head at a sharp angle, the latter always seems as
though Nature had tired of her work, and had
stuck it on anyhow just to get it out of the way.
Moreover, horses whose windpipe is curved where
it is set into the jaw have generally better wind
than others, inasmuch as the air in expiration has
not to encounter the obstruction caused by the
angle above-mentioned, and consequently daring
violent exertion rushes out without difficulty.
Most people admire a long neck, but this is cer-
tainly a fault. A long-necked horse is generally
weak and washy (and frequently predisposed to
become a roarer), and the rest of his shape com-
monly partakes of the same type, his body being
long, and his legs none of the shortest. I have
heard veterinary surgeons say, that for clearness
of wind u horse’s neck cannot be too short; but
a very short neck is unsightly, nor has it in my
opinion any advantage over a neck of medium
proportion.

We now come to the shoulder. T have already
said that an upright shoulder generally marks the
harness-horse ; a sloping shoulder may therefore



8

be supposed as requisite in a horse destined for
saddle-work. This is truly the case. A horse
with a shoulder well inclined forward has gene-
rally better action, has less of his own weight to
carry directly on his fore-legs, and is therefore
safer on them than the horse whose shoulder is
scarcely out of the line of his fore-legs: in har-
ness the latter may do, as he has his collar to
lean against, and has no weight to carry on his
back, but he must ever be an unsafe and an un-
pleasant hack. Much dispute has arisen as to
whether a horse’s withers should bc narrow, or the
reverse. This is a point of no consequence, as
many very excellent horses may be found whose
withers are made in either way, a horse with a
high wither being mostly narrow in that part, and
vice versd. Provided he carry a saddle well, the
wither may be either broad or otherwise. The
high-withered horse, however, is not unfrequently
narrow-chested, which is a bad point, as that part
should be well expanded in order to allow plenty
of room for the lungs : nevertheless, many a nar-
row-chested horse has performed wonders, they
being for the most part well-bred ; but be this as
it may, as a general rule plenty of room in the
chest is a desideratum. At the same time it must
be remembered that the more a horse’s breed ap-
proaches to that of the cart-horse, the greater



9

will, in most cases, be the hreadth of the fore-
hand. Thus in this, as in most other things, the
golden medium is the grand desideratum.

We now come to the back. This should be
short, and rather arched over the loins, having
the tail set in rather high. The body should be
deep, and well ribbed up; that is, between the
last rib and the huckle-bone, or hip, the distance
should not be such as to allow of any great Aollow,
which ordinarily denotes a horse of no great
power. Some horses with this defect will often
do a great deal of work, but they never look well,
and are a source of disappointment to those who
take pains to bring their horses out in good form.
Many of them, after being nursed for a week,
will in the course of a few hours 'work void a
quantity of sloppy loose dung, and look as though
they had been starved for a month: such brutes
are not worth their keep, much less the trouble
of nursing. It is a good plan, when examining a
horse of this shape, to watch him for some time,
and if he be constantly cocking his tail and vent-
ing a little wind, you may be sure that his bowels
are weak and irritable, and that he is not worth
the trouble he will occasion you. Now with re-
spect to a horse’s rump and hind-quarters, it is
generally remarked that the Irish horses have very
low rumps—in other words, they are goase-
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rumped, and very great numbers of our blood-
stock incline to this formation. Do not therefore
reject a horse on this account, but give him a trial,
and if he carries you well, get something taken
off the price he is worth if you can, on account
of his unserine shape, and think yourself lucky.
A low-rumped horse generally puts his hind legs
well under him when at work, and this is a rare
quality. The Irish horses are also frequently
wide-hipped, and this formation must not be mis-
taken as occasioning the hollow of which 1 have
made mention.

You will commonly hear a horse praised for
the length of his quarter, and a dealer will not fail
to make you remark the distance from the hip-
bone to the point of the quarter, and also to the
hock ; but experience shews that a horse with a
short quarter is for the most part particularly
strengthy, and a good jumper; for short muscles
ure, ceteris paribus, the strongest. A horse’s
thighs should be well clothed with muscle down
to the hock ; there, and thence to the hoof, all
should be clean, flat, and sinewy. There should
be a considerable bend in the back part of the
thigh, as a horse with very straight hind-legs has
seldom much action in them. Some of them,
however, are exceptions to this rule, and Laures-
tina, the steeple-chase mare, is, 1 think, as straight
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‘in the hind-legs as any horse I ever saw. Horses
that are cat-hammed, as it is called—or, in other
words, that stand with the caps of the hocks
nearly touching each other—are seldom thought
much of, and yet most of the Welch ponies, that
travel such extraordinary distances with very little
preparation, are thus made. Here again, give a
horse of this description a trial, and judge him by
his deeds, not by his looks. The fore-legs should
be muscular down to the knee, and thence, like
the hind-legs, flat and sinewy. With réspect to
the foot, it should be nearly circular, gradually in-
creasing in size as it proceeds downwards. Its in-
clination outwards should not be so great as that
of the pastern; if it slope very much forwards, it
is a chance if it be not in a state bordering upon
disease, and its obliquity, throwing the horse too
much on his heel, produces tenderness of the part
and straining of the back sinew of the leg.

These are then some of the most important
points to be attended to in a first view of a
horse, but there are also many others, equally re-
quiring inspection, which are not to be lightly
passed over. Among these perhaps the most im-
portant, after the shape of the leg and foot, is their
position.—(And here I may as well mention that I
am speaking of a horse that has not been strained
by work, of which [ shall take notice hereafter.)——
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On standing in front of a horse, his legs should be"
straight, or very neatly so, and the feet should
neither be turned inwards nor outwards. A horse
whose feet turn outward is liable both to cut and
trip, and very rarely has really good action, throw-
ing his legs rather wide of each other, and thereby
losing ground in his stride; and a pin-toe’d or
Ppigeon-toe’d horse, as dealers term those whose
hoofs turn inward, usually, on bending the knee,
dishes, or throws the foot outward while under the
belly, shewing the sole of the hoof in his action to
those who stand on one side of him. Now this is
not only very unsightly, but horses with this awk-
ward mode of going generally labour in their ac-
tion, and do as much work in one mile as a clean
stepper does in two. The legs should be set well
under the muscles of the fore part of the shoulder,
not as though they were dropping out of the chest,
and had been clapped on there until a better place
could be found for them. In viewing the leg side-
ways (making due allowance for the bulging of
muscles) it should be nearly straight, though
many people prefer what they term an arch-knee’d
horse—that is, a horse whose knees bow out for-
wards—and will tell you that they are far the best
legs for work. This may be all very true, provided
there be not an equivalent hollow about the knee
behind ; but where this is the case, it is a sure sign



The position of the hind legs should be either
straight from the hock downwards, or a little
inclining under the belly. Horses of this Iatter
formation are commonly low-rumped, and throw
their hind legs well under them when at work.
The toe of the cat-hammed horse will natnrally
turn a little outwards. Such horses, as 1 have
already said, provided they have no other serious
fault, are to be tried. A horse that paddles with
his hind legs, throwing them away from him like
a duck, in his trot, is usually weak behind, and
moreover feels so to his rider, than which nothing
can be more disagreeable. 1f a horse stand with
his hind legs much under him, dropping his hind-
quarters at the same time, care wust be taken to
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examine if he have any disease of the back or
kidneys, which may occasion him to assume this
posture. Many a horse that throws his hind legs
perfectly well under him in a trot while being run
in hand, will lose this action when saddled and
ridden, provided he have a sore back ; therefore a
cure for the back will prove a cure for his bad
style of going.—Sublati causd tollitur effectus.

In examining these points, more particularly
those which relate to the legs, never allow the
horse to be held up by the bridle or to stand on
rising ground. A dealer’s man, when shewing a
horse, invariably throws the snaffle and curb reins
over his head, and holding him back with the
latter, while with a long whip he touches him up
behind according to his mettle, causes him to
hold his head so high that he scarcely perceives
where he shall place his feet ; the consequence is,
that he both bends the knee morc and throws the
foot farther than he will do in his usual style of
going; and when brought to a stand on rising
ground, his head, still carried high, makes him
advance the fore-legs so as to conccal any knuck-
ling of the knees or pastern-joints, and gives many
a perfectly groggy beast an appearance of fresh-
ness to which his legs have long been strangers.
I shall have occasion to speak of the practices of
the lower class of dealers in horses in this work.
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when these and many other tricks calculated to
take in the unwary shall be exposed. In the
mean time I may state, that, when an examination
of a horse’s legs is to be made, he should be placed
on perfectly level ground, with his head loose, and
his feet should be picked clean; for if much dirt
be collected within the shoe, it may cause a sound
horse to stand upon the toe more than the heel,
and give him an appearance of weakness about
the pasterns and knees which he does not really
possess.
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CHAPTER I11.
ON THE DEFECTS OF HORSES.

Tue defects of horses are so very numerous that
it would be almost a hopeless task to endeavour
to enumerate them all; nevertheless those which
are most commonly met with shall receive due
consideration from me; and I hope to be able to
point out to those about to purchase a horse such
as immediately interfere with his work, or are
likely to render him comparatively useless. There
are many very serious defects in horses which un-
fortunately are only discovered after considerable
tridly and are therefore generally detected too late
to save the pocket from depletion. Itis a very
usual custom with dealers to allow a purchaser to
ride a horse only a few times up and down a
livery-yard prior to buying him; or, if he be in-
tended for harness, to send a man to drive him up
and down two or three streets, after which he is
returned to his stable as quickly as possible, and
the dealer’s oratory completes the business in a
short time if he have to do with a novice.
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Considering the risks which dealers themselves
run in buying horses, we can be very little sur-
prised that they should give no greater trial to
another than is allowed to themselves. ¢ Buy the
devil and sell him again” is the dealer’s adage,
and he who is unlucky enough to obtain his
Satanic Majesty gets rid of him in the best way
he can, and leaves the new possessor to shift for
himself. A man who is in the habit of purchasing
horses will very soou, and with a very moderate
trial, acquire knowledge and tact sufficient to
estimate in almost all cases the real value of a
horse, provided he be neither a racer nor a steeple-
chaser. Nevertheless the very best judges may
sometimes be imposed on, if not with regard to
the soundness, at least with respect to the powers
and constitution of a horse.

In enumerating the defects to which a horse is
liable, I shall begin with those which constitute
unsoundness, and shall afterwards proceed to
examine those, which, although detracting cer-
tainly from his value, are not of sufficient mag-
nitude to allow a purchaser to return him as
diseased.

The first part to be examined in a horse is the top
of the head; for in this part there occasionally-ex-
ists a disease called Poll Evil, which is generally
occasioned by blows, either received from a brutal
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rider in the constant habit of striking his horse
over the head, or from hitting this part against
the roof of a low stable or the top of a stable-
door. In the first stage there may be swelling,
tenderness, and perhaps a collection of matter,
but at a more advanced period of the disease
there are scen sores, from which exudes a fetid
discharge. These sores not unfrequently are con-
nected with disease of some portion of bone, in
which case they are exceedingly troublesome and
tedious of cure.

The next part to be examined with regard to
soundness is the eye. For this purpose let the
horse be led just within the stable-door, where
there is not too strong a light, but still sufficient
to allow a perfect view of the organ without
causing the pupil to contract. Approach your
finger gently towards each eye in succession, and
mark if the horse close his eyelid on your nearly
touching his eye; if so, it is at least clear that he
is capable of distinguishing your finger; but this
it by no means sufficient to warrant a conclusion
that the eye is sound. The pupil of the eye is
that dark-coloured central portion, of an oval
shape, through which the rays of light are ad-
mitted. The remaining external portion (called
* the cornea) is opaque, and consequently need not
be examined with the same scrupulous attention
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that is requisite on inspecting the pupil. It is of
very great importance to acquire an accurate know-
ledge of the natural state of a horse’s eye, more
especially if he be intended for saddle-work, since
it 1s obvious that, however sound he may be in
every other respect, and however good his action,
he never can be trusted to himself on the road if
his eyes be defective to any great extent, and of
course must be useless as a hunter. Moreover,
if ever destined for harness, for which alone a
horse with bad eyes can be used with any degree
of safety, it is of consequence to be able to detect
disease of those organs in order not to be imposed
on in price. Stand, therefore, before the horse
after testing his eyes with your finger, and look
narrowly whether the size of both pupils be alike.
If there is any difference, be sure that there is a
defect in his sight. The form of the healthy
pupil is a rather-flattened oval, and appears of a
deep blue colour, but at the same time bright and
fiee from specks. When it is of a milky hue, it
is a sign that inflammation of the membrane of
the eye is going on; and although this in very
many instances may arise from some trifling cause,
and may be easily cured, still never purchase a
horse with this appearance of the pupil without
previous knowledge of him, or a certainty of
the cause of opacity or cloudy state of the eye,
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and of its likelihood of removal. Many horses
are periodically subject to this attack of inflam-
mation of the conjunctiva, or membrane covering
the eye, and commonly, even while the eye is free
from any visible complaint, have a drooping of
the upper eyelid, which should always put a pur-
chaser on his guard. In this disease there are
generally to be found marks of bleeding in the
vein under the eye. The eyelids are sometimes
nearly closed during this milky appearance of the
pupil, and tears trickle profusely from it, so
that it must be evident to the greatest novice in
horse-dealing that something is wrong: but the
stableman and his master are never at fault for an
excuse: “ A bit of hay got in his eye last night,
Sir;” or “ Bill, I knew you'd hit that horse’s eye
when you were brushing his head this morning—I
told you so:” after which follows, as a matter of
course, “ It is of no consequence, Sir, it will be
well enough to-morrow.” Now it is of no use to
argue with a horse-dealer, and you will gain little
by asking many questious; therefore either make
up your mind to have nothing whatever to do
with the animal, or else say you will call and see
him another day. And here I may as well say,
that & man who is a good judge of horse-flesh
should always determine not to pay the slightest
attention to the encomiums which every dealer
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will pass upon his stock. Let all his eloquence,
if it must be heard, make no more impression
on your mind than do the tunes which you are in
the daily habit of hearing ground upon all the
organs in London. Form your own opinion by
what you see and feel, and let no persuasion
tempt you to disbelieve the evidences of your own
senses. This by way of episode.

Now to return to the eye of the horse. Having
satisfied yourself that the pupils are alike in form
and size, and unclouded, look if there be any
specks visible upon either. Some horses will be
found to have several dark and irregularly-shaped
spots upon the pupil, which are the product of
disease, impede vision, and render a horse unsafe
to ride. Others again will be found to have
perhaps one little whitish spot on the membrane in
front of the pupil, and this is probably the effect
of a blow received at some period or another ; if
very small it will seldom prove of much conse-
quence. But this whitish spot on the surface of
the membrane must be carefully distinguished
from a similar appearance, in its commencement
very minute, which is not unfrequently found to
occupy the internal part of the pupil. Where this
exists, it indicates that change in the lens of the
eye termed cataract, and is an incurable disease.
Take care, however, that you be not deceived



22

with regard to this white spot by the reflection of
your shirt in the horse’s eye—a mistake I have
geen occur more than once, and which may be
avoided by moving from side to side, and watch-
ing if the supposed cataract follow the motions of
your body.

There is yet another disease of the eye which
produces no perceptible outward change in its
appearance, but which nevertheless is both an
incurable complaint and one that renders a horse
totally useless for the saddle: it is called moon-
blindness, and generally depends on disease of the
optic nerve, although I am by no means sure that
it may not be occasioned by the same causes that
produce short-sightedness in the human eye. To
detect this, observe if the horse, on being ridden,
turn suddenly round from any object which is
approaching him, and appear constantly on the
alert to find some subject for fright. A horse that
has long been shut up in a stable, particularly if it
be dark, or that has for some time been only
exercised in a livery-yard, may do this on being
taken into the streets; and a young horse from
the country will also see much to alarm him in
London, especially if he be naturally timid; there-
fore some allowance must be made for these cir-
cumstances: but if a horse, on being led out of or
into a livery-yard where the entrance is lofty,
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appear to stop and hesitate in passing the gate,
and then go through it with a sort of plunge; and
if in the streets he stretch his neck from side to
side, poking his nose out, and sceming, like a
purblind man, to be endeavouring to make out
the nature of objects at a short distance from him,
let your suspicions of the state of his eyes be
immediately aroused, and be sure to have a very
sufticient trial before you become the purchaser of
such an animal.

The common name among dealers for horses
with any complaint whatever of the eyes is buck-
eyed, and this convenient term embraces the whole
range of diseases of which the eye is susceptible.
1t is as well that the novice should be made
acquainted with the terms in common use among
the dealing fraternity, otherwise such a one as
buck-eyed might very probably be supposed to be
employed as implying a good rather thana bad
quality.

A yellowish hue of the cornea indicates disease
of the liver. Where this is remarked, the lips
should be turned up, and their internal structure
examined. Where they are found of a similar
tinge, you will incur a great risk in buying the
horse, as these symptoms are sure proofs of internal
disease, the extent of which you are not capable
of determining. Dealers term these horses rotten.



24

Their coats are generally staring, and they have
also the other usunal appearances of want of con-
dition. The dung of such horses is either unusu-
ally slimy and fetid, or it is loose and washy, like
that of a cow. They are languid and sleepy if
left to themselves, but are of course, through the
influence of ginger administered d la mode, salt
put into their mouths, and the liberal application
of the whip whenever the master enters the stable,
made to cock their tails, champ their bit, and
exhibit as much animation for a short time as
the soundest and best-constitutioned horse in the
world. ¢ He is the best horse in England, Sir,
an unkimmon jumper, and as fast as a rally-road:
his master would not take any money for him,
Sir, but he is obliged to go abroad, and will
almost give him away,” should bring to mind the

old line,
Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes.

Ere I conclude the subject of the eye of a horse,
I should remark that the fringe-like substance
which hangs from the upper part of the pupil isa
natural appearance common to every sound eye,
and must not be confounded with the spots or
specks of which 1 have made mention.

Too great caution cannot be used in inspecting
a horse’s eyes previously to purchasing him, for
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without good sight he is worth but very little
money, and the sooner he is got rid of the better
for his owner. I once purchased a very fine grey
horge of a dealer, and the only fault I could find
with him was his unwillingness to pass through
the gate-way of his yard, which was in Tottenham
Court Road. However, he was ridden up and
down a little street at the back of his stables, and
went extremely well, his action being remarkable
showy, as it usually is with horses who have de-
fective vision. I expressed my conviction that his
eyes were bad, although to appearance they were
perfectly sound. However, as I had paid money
for another horse which turned out lame, and
wanted to get something else for my bad bargain,
I allowed the swearing of the dealer and his men
a8 to his soundness to prevail, and rode him away.
I went no farther with him, however, than the
Regent’s Park, he having in that short distance
turned round with me about twenty times on the
approach of a carriage or chaise, and made me
fight as many battles with him before I could make
him go the way I wished. I kept the horse in my
possession altogether about a quarter of an hour;
for, being thoroughly convinced of his unsound-
ness, I rode him immediately back, and exchanged
him for a little four-year-old filly, worth about
one-fourth of the horse’s value had his eyes been
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good, but much more serviceable than he was in
his moon-blind state. As this was the fourth
horse I had had in exchange of the same man,
and bad found myself a loser by every dealing I
had with him, I determined to do the best I could
with the filly, instead of losing any more money
by bargaining with a rogue, and eventually had
no reason to repent of my determination. A
horse-dealer who has once fingered your cash will
never refund; and depend on it you may ex-
change with him a dozen times, and each time
you will pay money for a fresh horse, without
finding yourself a bit better suited than at first,
unless the sum you pay be considerable. Thus, a
gentleman who makes up his mind to give £40
for a nag, and no more, goes to one of these tricky
dealers, buys a horse worth perhaps £20, finds it
does not suit him, and gives £5 more for another
to which he takes a fancy. Discovering after a
short trial that his last purchase is something
worse than the first, he returns, expostulates, pays
more money, and is as badly mounted as ever.
At length, wearied by successive impositions, he
is contented to put up with a screw of little value,
and finds that he has been gradually led on to
pay £15 or £20 more than the sum he had first
resolved on giving, for a horse with which he is,
after all, far from being pleased ; and, worse than
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all, there is no remedy for his disappointment but
patience and the exercise of his philosophy, if he
have any.

The eyes of the horse you intend to purchase
being sound, the next part to be examined is the
nose. For this purpose, pinch the nostiils toge-
ther g0 as to prevent him from breathing for about
a minute. On removing the hand the horse will
snort, and you will then be able to see whether
he blow out any thick tenacious mucus; if so, he
has probably a cold, and possibly the glanders.
In the latter disease the mucus is frequently fetid
and streaked with blood, and there are glandular
enlargements under the jaws. Where these last
exist, in combination with a foul and sometimes
bloody discharge from the nostrils, especially from
the right one, if you are not a veterinary surgeon,
and capable of ascertaining, that, instead of the
glanders, the horse has a severe cold with the re-
mains of a swelling left by the strangles (a disease
to which every young horse is liable), have nothing
whatever to do with him, and if you err, it will at
least be on the safe side. But, unless you should
be tempted by a fine horse, suffering from a heavy
cold, being offered to you at a low price, that com-
plaint alone, setting aside any dread of glanders,
should be sufficient to deter you from buying him ;
for many horses are simultaneously attacked by
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inflammation of the wind-pipe, which is a species
of influenza, or distemper, as it is generally termed,
to which of late years horses in this country have
been peculiarly obnoxious, and, on recovering
from which, very many are found complete roarers,
or in some degree touched in the wind. The
roaring in these cases is commonly produced by
the permanent thickening of the wind-pipe in
some part or other (a common result of inflamma-
tion), which, by diminishing the natural calibre of
that tube, impedes the free exit of the air from
the lungs. Of roaring, and the best mode of
detecting it, I shall have to speak in its proper
place.

It is certainly, in some cases, a point requiring
very nice discrimination to detect the difference
between the two complaints I have mentioned
when glandular swellings under the jaw accompany
a cold, and I would not advise any person to be-
come the purchaser of a horse in the latter state,
without previously consulting some Veterinary Sur-
geon of eminence, and being sure that the horse
on recovery will be worth much more than the price
asked for him. I have heard of a race-horse (be-
longing I think to the late Duke of Bedford) that
happened to fall into the state I have mentioned,
and was sold at Smithfield for two pounds as @
glandered horse. His owner commenced feeding
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him on hot grains put into a nose-bag, and the
head being thus frequently kept in a sort of va-
pour-bath, the horse, whose complaint was really
a very severe cold, after a time recovered, and was
bought back by his former master for a very large
sum. Such anecdotes as these, whether true or
false, usually make too great an impression upon
men who are rather sanguine on the subject of
horses, and they are apt, without consideration,
to make up their minds to buy the first fine-looking
but suspicious animel they may meet with, in the
hope that a similar piece of good fortune awaits
them., It is, however, much better, and will in
the end be found more advantageous, to give a fair
sum for a sound and promising horse than to buy
a screw even for a song.

The next part requiring examination is the
mouth, both for the purpose of ascertaining i
any disease exist there, and for determining the
age of a horse by the appearance of the teeth.
On this latter point I shall briefly confine myself
to a description of the marks by which the age
up to eight or ten years may be pretty correctly
determined, leaving the subject of the anatomical
changes in the mouth to abler hands. A horse at
five years of age has forty teeth, of which twenty-
four are grinders, situated far back in the jaw,
and with which we have little to do. The tecth
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of the colt are very easily distinguished from those
of the horse by their peculiar whiteness and want
of size. A colt, up to the age of three years, has
no permanent front teeth, or nippers, but there are
marks, especially about the grinders, by which
the difference of age may be ascertained. Thus,
the first grinder on each side will be found a
permanent tooth at two years of age, and the
general appearance of the colt, his size and de-
velopment of muscle, will distinguish him from
the yearling. Moreover the tail of a yearling colt
is curly and short in comparison to that of a two-
year-old, at which period the tail begins to grow
straight, and the coat loses the rough appearance
which it has up to this time. At three years of
age the two centre nippers will have given way to
the permanent teeth, which are larger and more
yellow than their predecessors. Thus a colt at
this period will have in front of each jaw two
permanent and four colt’s teeth. A year later you
will find that two more sucking teeth have been
replaced by the permanent or horse’s teeth, and
there will then consequently be four of the latter
and two of the former in front of each jaw.
This change begins to take place some months be-
fore the age of four years, at which time the
growth of the permanent teeth is complete. At
this period the cunning dealer draws the remaining
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colt’s tecth, and will pass a mare off as being full
five years old, by bidding you remark that she has
no colt’s teeth ; nor will he scruple to say the same
of a horse if he think his customer rather green.
But you must in the first case notice the number
of teeth in the jaw, and in the sccond remark
that the tush is wanting. Now horses invariably
have tushes, whereas in the mare’s mouth they are
in almost every case wanting. Extraction of the
colt’s teeth gencrally accelerates the appearance of
the permanent tceth by which they are replaced ;
but as the trick is generally resorted to with a
forward and well-grown colt, you can only be
deceived in his age by a few months, and that is
not of much consequence.

At four years and a half the corner teeth are
found to have given way to the permanent nippers,
which are fully developed at the beginning of the
fifth year ; and the tush, which pushes through
the gum about the same period, and which is situ-
ated a little posterior to the front teeth, is also at
the same time nearly full grown. In each corner
permanent tooth will be remarked a deep depres-
sion, shelving away from the fore part of the tooth
nearly to the gum posteriorly. Its colovr is black,
or nearly so, and this is called the mark in a
horse’s mouth, Before six years of age the tush
i= full grown, and has a slight groove on its internal
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surface (which gradually disappears with age, the
tush itself becoming more rounded and blunt),
and at six the mark in the corner nipper no longer
appears to dip down to the gum, but looks like a
hole made in the enamel of the tooth. This hole
very nearly disappears at the age of seven years
(more especially in the mare), but the black mark
still remains in the centre of the tooth, and is not
totally filled up until the horse be full cight years
old. At this time he is said to be aged, because,
after this period, there are no certain and infallible
marks by which his age can be determined. Never-
theless an acute observer will not be very much
mistaken in this particular for a year or two, even
after all the marks in the tooth are obliterated.
It is absolutely impossible to give with any degree
of accuracy an account of those appearances which
lead a good judge of horse-flesh to make up his
mind as to the probable age of a horse after he
has turned his eighth year, as nothing but experi-
ence can give this acumen, which to some men
comes much more naturally than to others. How-
ever, as far as description will avail, I shall en-
deavour to point out those signs of age which do
not altogether depend upon the mouth, and ob-
servation must do the rest.

In the first place, after the age of eight years, the
teeth, onaccountof theshrinking of the gums, begin
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to appear elongated, and thisincreasein their length
augments every year, together with other consti-
tutional signs, which, when present in a great de-
gree, can leave no doubt of the antiquity of their
possessor. Of these I shall speak presently.
Many people insist that the marks in the nippers
of the upper jaw remain longer than those in the
lower, owing to the former being a fixed point
upon which the latter is moved. Of this I am
not prepared to say anything, as I have always
satisfied myself with the appecarances I have al-
ready described and those I have still to men-
tion. As the age of a horse increases, the tecth,
in addition to becoming longer, lose their upright
position and project forward, the upper teeth
more particularly. They assume also an arched
form, and frequently become so prominent as to
be much in advance of the teeth of the lower jaw.
The ridges in the soft palate also become nearly
obliterated ; the muscles shrink, particularly about
the jaws and neck ; there is a deep pit above
either eye; the back becomes hollow ; and the
posterior lip falls away from the jaw, or hangs
much lower than its fellow. Grey hairs begin to
be found sprinkled here and there about the dark-
coloured horse, especially about the face, and
often in the mane, and the naturally grey horse
becomes white. Added to this, there is an ex-
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pression about the countenance which speaks of
labour done and by-gone years which it is as im-
possible to mistake as to describe. When all or
most of these signs are combined in a horse, I
would say,

¢ Hunc tu caveto,”

for a very old horse is a very bad subject for spe-
culation. Your trouble in endeavouring to put
him into condition will, with your corn, be quite
thrown away; and perhaps, before you can get
back your purchase money, the ravenous stomach
of a pack of fox-hounds will have afforded a grave
to the mortal remains of your venerable quad-
ruped.

It is always necessary to examine the physical
signs of age generally in the horse in addition to
those furnished by the teeth ; for, of course, the
appearances of youth, adding considerably to his
value, have in some measure been imitated by the
tricks of ¢ the fraternity,” and principally in the
following way :—When the marks are obliterated
from the teeth, they are to some extent reproduced
by the aid of a graving instrument, and the rasp
speedily reduces their length. A hot iron is af-
terwards introduced into the hollow made in the
corner teeth, in order to occasion a blackish mark ;
but this is seldom effected in a natural manner,
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for the mark is of a brownish hue, and, moreover,
a ring of a lighter brown encircling it is occasioned
by the heat of the instrument employed. This
operation has received the name of Biskoping—
why, I cannot say, unless their reverences are
supposed to stand a good chance of becoming
familiar with hot iron. Just before a bishoped
horse is shewn, it is usual to give him a few hard
beans, the chewing which produces a deul of sa-
liva, which prevents, in some instances, the detec-
tion of the imposition that has been practised.

In addition to this, a very small incision is
made in the skin of the pit above the eye, and a
blow-pipe being introduced, the cellular mem-
brane is inflated until the hollow ncarly disappear,
after which the skin is pinched, or some adhesive
matter placed on the incised part, to prevent the
escape of the air.

When a low dealer cannot get at the tools
needful for these artifices, or is not expert in their
use, the most comnon trick played is the follow-
ing. He stands by the horse in his stall, takes
hold of his mouth,*and then with one hand im-
mediately strikes him on the lips. This causes the
horse to jerk up his head, and the manceuvre is
repeated until he will not allow his mouth to be
touched.

If by coaxing and gentle treatment you prevail

D2
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on the horse to let you handle his head, a menace
with a whip, scarcely perceived by you, sets the
horse dancing immediately, for avery dealer’s horse
is quite as well acquainted with the nature of a
thong as the whip-maker who manufactured it.
The dealer’s man at last, seeing you bent on exa-
mining the mouth, succeeds in laying hold of the
nose with one hand, and with the other, pretend-
ing to coax him and get his head down, slips the
tip of his finger into his eye just as you are about
to commence your inspection, and away goes the
horse’s head into the air immediately. All this
while both master and man are assuring you with
many oaths that the horse is just six years old, or
at most seven—for be it known no dealer ever yet
sold a horse of greater age—and at last perhaps,
wearied out with your efforts, you are content to
take their word on the very slight chance of their
telling the truth for once. If, however, they ac-
knowledge to seven years old, be assured the
horse is aged, and perhaps five or six years older
than he is represented to be. You must therefore
note the other signs of age which I have enume-
rated; and I should also strenuously advise you
to tell the dealer quietly that you will see the
horse’s mouth, even if it be necessary to apply the
twitch for that purpose; and if he still throws
any objection in your way, say at once that if yon
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cannot inspect his teeth he will not suit you.
This will never fail to bring your man to his
senses, particularly when he sees he has not a flat
to deal with.

Besides the examination of the marks in a
horse's teeth, there are some complaints of the
mouth which it will be as well to notice, although
I am not acquainted with any so serious us to
deter any one from becoming a purchaser.

First then there is a complaint called Lampas,
to which all horses, especially when young, are
subject. It consists in an enlargement and ful-
ness of the palate, which projects beyond the
teeth and prevents the animal from masticating
his food. It is easily cured by scarification and
astringent applications, the best of which perhaps
is a mixture of salt and vinegar.

Ulcers of the mouth are not uncommon from
sharp bitts, and occasionally a small portion of
bone will exfoliate from the same cause. In this
latter case the fetid smell of the breath will lead
you to detect the complaint, which is seldom se-
rious if the cause producing it be removed.

Occasionally a general redness of the mem-
brane lining the mouth or some part of it will be
observed, and upon examining the grinders—
which you will best do by pulling out the horse’s
tongue and holding it to one side—you will per-
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ceive a raggedness or an elongation of one or
more of them, which being removed by a rasp, the
irritation of the mouth soon ceases.

On account of this latter malformation, horses,
being unable to masticate their food, throw it up
in small balls, which may sometimes be found in
the manger. The same effect is produced by sore
throat or any other impediment to deglutition,
and such horses are termed Quidders. The natural
consequence of quidding is of course low condi-
tion, and on this ground it is a habit which mate-
rially lessens the value of a horse so long as it
lasts. In the case of elongated or ragged teeth
giving rise to quidding, the evil is very easily re-
moved ; but where it is caused by sore throat, you
must bear in mind that there is such a thing as
influenza or distemper, of which complaint this is
a prominent symptom, and also that its conse-
quences are not unfrequently roaring, whistling
or piping, chronic cough, or diseased lungs in
some shape or other. Do not therefore buy a
horse while he has sore throat; but, if he please
you in other respects, wait a couple of days and
then examine him again, by which means you
will see if the complaint have made any progress
or not.

I have a word or two to say respecting the
tongue. A short time ago a carter was brought
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before a magistrate for cruelty to a horse, inas-
much as, according to the statement of his ac-
cuser, he cut out the tongue of the horse he was
driving. The man pleaded that he had no inten-
tion whatever of doing so, but as the horse would
not back, he had jerked him suddenly with the
bitt, and, to use his own expression, * the tongue
jumped out of his mouth.” At the time I read
this I certainly did not credit the man’s statement,
deeming it impossible that a blunt instrument like
a bitt could have produced such an effect. It has,
however, since happened to me very nearly to do
the same thing. A mare of mine, after having
been bridled, made a dart out of the stable, when
I caught the curb rein, and giving it a smart jerk
cut her tongue more than half through. I did
nothing whatever toit ; the bleeding soon stopped,
and in a few days it healed perfectly ; but so deep
was the cut that I had my apprehensions lest the
part by which one half of the tongue adhered to
the remainder should not be sufficient for its
nourishment, and should become gangrenous and
drop off. This accident has been a lesson to me
which I shall not forget, and, as it may happen to
others as well as myself, my advice to you is, that
while you are looking into a horse’s mouth you
may as well examine his tongue,
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Having satisfactorily ascertained the age of the
horse you are about to purchase, you may pass
your hand down his neck and assure yourself that
there are no swellings in the course of the veins,
the principal of which runs along the hollow
nearly parallel to the crest at about the lower third
of the neck. Swellings situated in the course of
the veins and absorbent vessels are one symptom
of farcy, a disease which not unfrequently runs
into glanders. It is not unusual also, on an ex-
amination of these parts, to discover that the large
vein of the neck is obliterated from inflammation
following breeding. This is generally considered
a very serious evil, but, in truth, if it have existed
long, and there be no general puffiness of the
parts above the spot where this vein is obliterated,
it is to be presumed that the neighbouring veins
have become sufficiently enlarged to carry on the
circulation. Many marks of bleeding about the
neck should lead you to suspect that the horse
has either had a violent attack of illness, or that
he is periodically subject to some complaint for
the cure of which it is requisite to let blood. The
vein on the off-side of the neck is generally pre-
ferred for bleeding, inasmuch as a horse, when
shewn out to a customer, is always placed with
that side against a wall or stable, and the marks
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of the lancet are therefore not discovered unless
the examiner have the precaution to turn the
horse round.

Having satisfied yourself of the state of these
parts, you may lay your hand on the withers, and
assure yourself that no fistulous sores exist there,
as it is by no means an uncommon place to find
them in. These, where they do exist, although
admitting of remedy, are nevertheless generally
tedious of cure, especially when they lead to
diseased bone, and moreover, when healed, fre-
quently leave an ugly scar, with a hollow in the
top of the wither which is any thing but orna-
mental. This disease is similar in its nature to
Poll Evil, of which I have already spoken.

The shoulders may next be examined for un-
sightly scars left by tight or hard collars, or occa-
sioned by any other cause, as abscess, &c. In
purchasing a horse at the hammer for driving, take
care not to infer from mere collar-marks that he is
quiet in harness. If you put the question to the
auctioneer, it is ten to one (unless he be autho-
rized to warrant him for such a purpose) that he
will reply, “I have no instructions about his
going in harness, but he has marks of the collar.”
Now in those cases where a horse having marks
of . collar-work will nevertheless not draw an
ounce, the auctioneer himself may be, and pro-
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bably is, deceived, for these marks are purposely
produced, either by first putting a tight collar on
the horse and then working it about, and rubbing
his shoulders with it until it produce the requisite
scars ; or a slight blister is applied in one or two
places where the collar generally bears, so as to
give the horse the appearance of having worked
in harness. Excepting in the case of very low-
priced horses, whose owners cannot be supposed
to be in the habit of purchasing a new collar for
every horse they possess, many marks about the
shoulder, so far from giving rise to the supposi-
tion that he is accustomed to harness, should lead
to the very opposite opinion, for a good horse is
always worth a well-fitting collar, the expense of
which is trifling.

After the examination of the shoulders comes
that of the forelegs, a most important affair, and
one which should never be hurried over. Their
proper position has already been mentioned, but
we have still to consider their defects and the
diseases to which they are subject. The principal
of these are splents, blows, strains, wind-galls,
ringbone, ossification of the back sinews, speedy-
cut, and blemishes from various causes. Any one
of these defects, excepting perhaps wind-galls
and some blemishes, may produce lameness;
therefore where this is occasioned by any cause it
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will be needless to look for its origin, unless you
think proper to speculate in an unsound horse with
a view to his ultimate cure. I have purposely
abstained from mentioning lameness of the shoul-
der, because this really is, in nine cases out of ten,
a point upon which good authorities differ so much
that I would always advise an opinion to be had
from some expert and well-practised veterinary
surgeon where this complaint is suspected. I have
seen Members of the Veterinary College declare a
horse to be lame in the shoulder when he has
really been so from disease or injury of the foot;
and as for common farriers, they are proverbial
for clapping a blister on to the shoulder and a
seton in the chest for every lameness of the fore-
legs whose exact seat they cannot readily deter-
mine. Where a complaint is occasionally so
puzzling to those who have made the disease of
the horse their study, it would, therefore, be diffi-
cult to point out any method of determining with
undeviating accuracy the seat of every lameness
of the fore parts; and this is the less required,
since lameness anywhere is a very sufficient reason
for rejecting a horse altogether. The best criterion
of this injury is the pain a horse with shoulder-
lameness evinces on elevating the leg, or carrying
it backwards, by which the humeral muscles are
brought into action. It not unfrequently happens,
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however, that a good judge may detect a cause of
lameness which may be easily removed, and may
accordingly, through this knowledge, occasionally
pick up a very good bargain.

A splent is an enlargement of some part of the
shank bone. Young horses are
particularly liable to them, and it &
is generally remarked, that, as
they become older the splents
gradually diminish and very fre-
quently disappear altogether. It
is not often that you find a
tolerably large splent, if it do
not encroach upon the knee-joint
or the back sinew, productive of
lameness, unless a horse strike it with the
foot of the other leg; but, on the other hand,
you will sometimes be able to detect a splent,
not larger perhaps than a pea, which is acutely
sensitive, and gives rise to such lameness as, with-
out experience in this disease, might appear to you
quite disproportioned to its cause. If a good
horse, having a splent of this description, is to be
sold cheap, you need not hesitate to buy him, as
a very trifling operation, which will not blemish
him, and which consists in simply dividing the
periosteum, or membrane covering the bone, will
generally relieve him, The tension of this mem-

SPLENT.
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brane by the increased size of the bone occasions
the pain which the horse experiences; and once
this is removed, he will in many, indeed in most
cases, go perfectly sound. This then is one cause
of lameness, which is easily remediable, and may be
detected by pressure upon the affected part, which
will make the horse immediately lift his leg, and
shew other symptoms of pain, which can leave
little doubt on the mind as to the nature of his
complaint. A splent running into the knee-joint
generally occurs on the inside of the leg, and is
sometimes overlooked, unless both knees be care-
fully examined by standing in front of the horse.

It is not my intention, in this portion of my
treatise at least, to dilate upon the proper means
to be adopted for the cure of the ordinary diseases
of a horse which really do not demand the attend-
ance of a veterinary surgeon; but as I have men-
tioned the practice of dividing the periosteum, I
may remark, that, although it will give relief, a
horse is not on that account to be immediately put
to work, otherwise the inflammation of the bone,
which originally gave rise to the formation of a
splent, will of course increase, and with it the
splent itself. Cold lotions should be constantly
employed, and when the inflammatory action is
reduced, if the splent be still perceptible, a slight
blister may remove it altogether.-

A blow may give rise to a splent, or to cnlarge-
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ment of any other part, the inflammation neces-
sarily consequent on the injury producing a deposit
of lymph in the part, which, becoming organised,
leaves a permanent thickening in and around it.
When of some standing, blisters will now and then
remove this state of the injured part ; and if it do
not occasion an unsightly blemish, nor interfere
with a horse’s action, you must exercise your own
judgment respecting the value of a horse of this
description, and which must be estimated by his
performances ; for many a first-rate hunter, with
the marks of several blows received in going
across country, may be worth hundreds of guineas,
whereas a common hack, not up to much weight,
may, with similar appearances, not be worth as
many shillings.

A strain generally happens in the back sinew.
It is easilv detected by the en-
largement that follows it, which
occasionally remains so great as
to require the application of the
actual cautery to remove it. On
the first occurrence of a strain of
the back sinew, lameness is sure
to follow; and as bleeding, phy-
sicking, and poultices, together
with judicious bandaging, will fre- STRAIN oF Back
quently effect a radical cure, if SINEW,
you have an opportunity of getting a good
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bargain of a horse in this state, you need not
hesitate to buy him, unless the injury be very
severe indeed, for it sometimes happens that the
tendon is ruptured when a horse is said to have
broken down (a case frequently occurring to young
race-horses while at their speed) ; and, under these
circumstances, I would not advise you to have
anything to do with him, unless you wish to be-
come master of a stallion or mare in such a state
for the purpose of breeding.

The sheath of the tendon at the back part of
the leg is frequently strained by over-exertion, or
by being suddenly put on the stretch, and leaves
considerable weakness in the part for a great
length of time. It will be found to swell after
work and become hot and tender. Such a state
is, however, to be relieved by a high-heeled shoe,
rest, and neatly applied bandages soaked in astrin-
gent lotions, after all symptoms of inflammation
have passed away.

Wind-galls produce that pufly
appearance so generally observed
about the legs of a horse that
has been hard-worked. Their
nature is an increased secretion
of the fluid that lubricates the
tendons of the muscles. It is of
the same description as the syno-
via, or joint-oil, as it is generally
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termed. With this, however,we have nothingto do,
and I shall, therefore, content myself with stating,
that although a sure symptom of hard-work, and in
many instances of what is called a gummy leg—
that is, one that is rather fleshy than sinewy—it is
a blemish which never of itself interferes with a
horse’s action. At the same time, a horse with very
bad wind-galls, on account of the cause from which
they spring, will very frequently be found groggy
either in the joints or feet, of which complaint I
shall speak hereafter. It occasionally, though
rarely, happens that a fluid tumour, similarin every
respect to a wind-gall, occurs upon and below the
knee. Here are situated some durse, or mem-
braneous pouches, which secrete the liquid con-
tained in a wind-gall. 1 never knew but one
horse with this extraordinary eye-sore, and he had
a double tumour over the knee, each as large as
an orange. He belonged to a friend of mine, who
refused nearly two hundred guineas for him in
spite of his being so very remarkably blemished.
I have known horses fired for very large wind-
galls, and completely cured ; and really, where the
operation is neatly performed, I prefer the blemish
of the cure to that of the evil.

Ringbone is an osseous tumour about the coro-
net or upper part of the hoof, generally commencing
in the side or quarter of the foot. It is very easily
perceptible to the touch, and generally to the eye ;
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and as it is a cause of lameness which is not
easily removed, even by the application of the
actual cautery, which of course must leave a seri-
ous blemish, it is a disease which renders a horse
of very little value. A dis-
ease similar to ringbone also
sometimes appears at the up-
per part of the small pas-
tern bone, about two inches
above the coronet.

The lateral cartilages which
are situated at the back part
of either side of the foot, close

upon the coronet, frequently
become ossified.

Ossification of the back sinew is likewise very
easily digtinguished. In pressing upon a sound
back sinew with the thumb and two first fin-
gers from above downwards, it should feel like
a very tense cord, giving way slightly under
the pressure applied to it, but springing back
to its natural situation the moment that pres-
sure is removed. When the sinew is ossified,
of course this elasticity disappears, and 1
need hardly describe to any one gifted with
the least sense of touch the different sensation
produced by handling a sinewy or a bony sub-

E
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stance. An ossification of the back sinew may
go on for some time without producing lame-
ness, but, as it is almost sure to do so even-
tually, no horse having this disease, even in an
incipient state, can be considered sound, although
his action may be perfectly free and good.

A speedy-cut is caused by a horse either in his
trot or gallop striking one leg with the foot of the
other.  Where a horse hits his legs about the
pastern-joint, he is simply said to cut before, and
the injury so received is not considered a speedy-
cut, as it more frequently depends on bad shoeing
than on any other cause. But a horse, while going
at a moderate rate, may move perfectly well and
not touch either leg in any part; whereas, on in-
creasing his pace, he may be found to cut one leg
cither just under the knee, or a little lower down.
Horses with this habit are extremely dangerous to
ride, for the injured part becomes so excessively
tender, that on striking it they sometimes drop to
the ground as though they were shot. A speedy-
cut invariably leaves a mark, and frequently a
swelling, which is extremely sensitive, by which
it may be recognised. A horse with this fault
may, however, be kept either in a stable altogether,
or only walked out to exercise until the sore of the
speedy-cut be healed, and the mark it leaves, if
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not of old standing, obliterated. The only way
then to determine if he cut about the legs is to
force him to his speed, and if he do uot absolutely
cut, but you still suspect him of brushing one foot
against the opposite leg, you may mark the inside
of the hoof with chalk or lime, and, after riding
him smartly, examine if the opposite leg have
recent, white mark on any part of it. 1f so, it
must be evidently caused by the chalk or lime you
have used. I have known young horses with
speedy-cuts whose action has subsequently so im-
proved as to render them perfectly safe, and a
friend of mine has one at this moment with a per-
manently enlarged knee from speedy-cut, that for
the last two years has never touched a hair of
either leg. Some people ussert that very low con-
dition will cause a horse to get into the habit of
speedy-cutting, and that, on gaining flesh and
strength, his action will alter and become free
from fault. 1 am not preparedJ to deny this as-
sertion, but should never purchase a horse with «
speedy-cut myself in the expectation of getting rid
of it by improving his condition. If a horse of
this description be in other respeets desirable, the
effect of speedy-cutting may frequently be very
greatly obviated by attention to shoeing, and by
riding him in a boot. The inside of the foot should
be rasped away as much as may be with propriety,
E2
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and the shoe should never quite reach to the edge
of the sole, by which precaution the iron can never
inflict a wound. A speedy-cut may occasion lame-

ness where a horse is frequently in the habit of
striking it.



CHAPTER 1V,

I have now to speak of blemishes about the
legs of various descriptions. Those most fie-
quently met with are broken knees and marks of
cauterisation. A badly broken knee never fails to
leave a mark, and very generally some swelling,
by which it is easily detected ; but there are cases
where the hurt received has been so slight that
scarcely any scar is observable. In these last
cases, however, the hair growing over the injured
part is almost always slightly curled, and, wherce
you observe this appearance, take up the horse’s
leg, bend the knee, and rub the hair back, when
you will frequently be able to detect a scar which
various applications, as ointments of different
colors, and in some cases sticking-plaister may
for the time have contributed to conceal. Some
horses in falling may receive scars on the nose and
some part of the head; but these are such invete-
rate tumblers as generally to leave pretty evident
proofs of their propensity to kiss Mother Earth
without giving you much trouble to seek for them.
This fault sometimes becomes a habit, and may
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arise from a bad formation of the shoulders and
fore legs, from bad riding, bad action, or tender
feet ; but when a horse breaks his knees purely
by accident, of course an endless variety of causes
may produce such a catastrophe. You must
remark, when the scar is very slight, and you dis-
regard it, whether the horse be weak and groggy
on his fore legs—that is, if the knees and fetlocks
appear to bend and give way under him, and if his
legs be puffy and shew much signs of work.  You
must then examine the formation of the foot, and
look also if he have had a bad thrush (of which 1
shall speak presently), rotten frogs, or any other
sign of tender feet, which may have occasioned
him to tumble. Examine afterwards his action,
and see if there be anything in that to account for
his fall; and wherever you find the fault to exist,
attribute the accident to that and that only, with-
out paying the very slightest regard to the account
which the dealer will never fail to give of it, pro-
vided he find that he cannot bully you into the
belief that the horse has never broken his knees
at all.

Whenever you find fault with a horse, a dealer’s
first care is to put forward an opinion completely
opposite to yours, to see if you know anything
about the matter. Thus, if you say, “ I think
this horse turns his toes in, and is hollow-backed;”
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it is ten to one but the reply is, ¢ Turns ’em in,
do you? well 7 thinks now, if anything, he turns
‘em out; and as for being hollow-backed, he is
no more hollow-backed than you are; but his
rump’s so preciously covered with muscle that he
may seem so to them that isn’t a judge.” Of course,
if you are not in the habit of dealing with these
gentry, you think a horse-jockey’s judgment must
be as good as your own, and you are therefore
disposed to give way a little; so that a medium
being drawn between the two opinions, the horse
neither turns his toes in nor out, but stands pretty
straight; and if his back appear a little hollow,
it is not sufficicntly so to be considered a fault.
So with respect to broken knees, the accounts of
the accident are various. If you want the horse
for harness or the road, ¢ he is a mettlesome nag,
and struck his knee agin the manger while he
was being cleaned:” if for a hunter, “ he jist
touched the top of a turnpike gate, or a six-feet
wall, that Jem Somebody, when he was drunk,
rid him over at night for a wager.” If you really
are a good judge of a horse, never ask any ques-
tions at all respecting one you are examining;
and if the dealer perceive that you go scientifically
to work in this matter, you will have the full his-
tory of your nag respecting every blemish and
fault which you appear to criticise without the
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trouble of asking anything about him. Having
heard, but at the same time paid no attention to
the owner’s oratory, which flows as glibly as that
of a raree-showman, draw your own conclusions
respecting the horse, and either say he will not
suit you, or, if you are in doubt upon that point,
take care to have a good trial erc you put him into
your own stable.

Of the marks left by the actual cautery I need
say but little; for though the operation of firing
is so carefully, and at the same time occasionally
so slightly, performed as not to leave any very per-
ceptible trace (particularly where the cauterized
part is well covered over by the hair from above),
yet a sufficient blemish will invariably result from
the application of a hot iron, to be easily detected
with a very little inspection of the part. Many
horses fired for a variety of causes are by this ope-
ration rendered perfectly sound; but, in such in-
stances, the blemish is not alone to be taken into
consideration ; you must observe narrowly for
what disease a horse has been fired, and then
judge whether, though sound on trial, he is likely
to remain 8o on being brought into the work for
which you require him. Experience alone can
enable you to form anything like a correct judg-
ment on this point ; but it is as well to remember,
that, in the modern practice of Veterinary Surgery,
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the actual cautery is only resorted to after all
minor means of cure have failed ; and, therefore,
a fired horse may very fairly be set down as hav-
ing, at one time or another, been the subject of
some disease, or accident, of a grave nature.
Formerly great numbers of horses were fired for
complaints which other remedies of a less power-
ful nature have since been found of sufficient
efficacy to remove ; indeed, so far was this prac-
tice carried, that many young racers used to have
a hot iron run round the hocks with a view to tight-
ening the ligaments and strengthening the joints.
It is almost needless to say that such a method
of counteracting Nature in her work is now never
resorted to, unless there be some actual disease
going on which imperiously demands the applica-
tion of a remedy which only cures by disfiguring.
If a horse be fired across the back sinews, he has
probably either strained them desperately, or has
been stubbed there while hunting, or met with
some other accident productive of an enlarge-
ment which nothing short of the hot iron could
reduce. If fired just above the coronet, he has
probably bad some long-continued lameness of
the foot, and cauterisation has been practised as
a pis-aller—that is, it has been tried as offering a
chance of a cure. 1 know at this moment a fa-
vourite old hunter that for the last four or five
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seasons has been regularly fired every year for
foot-lameness, and the operation invariably cures
him for a time, but his soundness never lasts long.
I have likewise seen a mare fired across the knee
for the purpose of reducing a very large callus,
the result of a severe fall. In this case the iron
bas evidently not been applied for any disease,
but merely on account of an accident which has
occasioned a greater disfigurement than is likely
to result from the application of a hot iron.

The first question to ask yourself on examining
such horses is, “ for what purpose are they re-
quired ?” If for slow farm-work on soft ground,
they may possibly do very well, even though it
may be doubtful if their legs will stand battering
on the road. In such cases, a very good and ser-
viceable horse, with a bad blemish, may do you
as much work as an unscarred one that will cost
ten times more money; therefore no rule can be
laid down for estimating the value of such an
animal, excepting that you may always safely
bid but a very small sum for a fired horse, espe-
cially if he appear to have been cauterised for any
disease.

Those who, after reading these remarks, may
chance to be asked a very long sum for a fired
horse will probably think the seller either a con-
founded rogue, or suppose that I know very little
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about the value of horses thus blemished : but it
must be remembered, that I speak of the gene-
rality of horses, and not of those that have ac-
quired, in spite of the iron, a great reputation as
hunters, racers, or steeple-chasers. For instance,
Moonraker, Vivian, Railroad, and many other
horses used for the purpose of running Steeple-
chases, have all been badly fired, but yet would
in this state have fetched probably from two to
five hundred guineas each. These instances are
exceptions to the general rule; and it should not
be forgotten that such horses are not frequently
used, but are nursed up for one or two great oc-
casions for the purposes of gambling, and whe-
ther they go lame o1 not for a time after running is
not taken into consideration.

Among other blemishes about the fore legs will,
I believe, be found one called “ Rats™tails.” 1
cannot say that I have myself ever noticed this
complaint ; but where it exists, its nature is that
of some eruption, probably mangy, which de-
stroys the hair in stripes along the leg, and is
somewhat similar in appearance to the tail of a
rat.

Before I quit the subject of blemishes, I must
not omit to mention one which it is of essential
importance not to pass over. You will occasion-
ally perceive the mark of a cut in the horse’s leg,
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some inches in length, and a little behind and
parallel to the shank-bone just below or above
the pastern-joint. Where you see this, you
may be pretty sure that the horse has been
nerved, or, as some call it, unnerved—an opera-
tion which consists in cutting out a portion
of the principal nerve of the leg for the pur-
pose of destroying the sensation of the foot
in cases of acute lameness of that part arising
from incurable disease. In order to discover if
you are right, run a pin into the skin above the
coronet, and if the horse do not manifest any
great degree of sensibility, set him down as hav-
ing been nerved. You are of course not justified
in doing this without very strong cause of sus-
picion, but the scar I have mentioned in fact is
one. 1 have myself seen but very few nerved
horses, but should suppose that the pastern-joint
and foot must be colder than natural: however,
as I believe this is sometimes the case in rheu-
matism, the criterion is not one singly to be re-
lied on. Nerved horses sometimes work well for
years; at others the hoof perishes and drops off:
therefore have notking whatever to do with a horse
that has undergone this operation, and you will
save yourself the probable chance of having to
rue your bargain.
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CHAPTER V.

We come now to the consideration of the foot—
a most important point, and one requiring con-
siderable scrutiny. In the first place, on ex-
amining a horse’s foot, after having ascertained
its position to be correct, remark if in front or at
the sides the hoof be marked with circular de-
pressions, running parallel to the coronet; if so,
fever of the foot, as severe inflammation of this
part is sometimes called, has probably at one
time or other taken place. This is not a suf-
ficient cause of itself alonc for rejecting a horse,
but should lead you to pay particular attention in
investigating the different points to be attended
to in the examination of the foot. Secondly, look
if you can perceive any difference in the size of
the feet, viewed from before; and afterwards, prior
to lifting the leg, feel if the hoofs be perfectly
and equally cool, and free from fissures running
perpendicularly from the coronet towards the tce.
Having satisfied yourself on these points, you
may proceed to the examination of the sole and
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frog. First making the horse raise his leg, by
tapping slightly with your hand on the back of
the pastern, take hold of the hoof by letting the
toe rest in your hand, and turn up the sole. This
part, to be well formed, should describe with its
rim or outer edge, as nearly as possible, three-
fourths of a circle. The more the foot deviates from
this form, the nearer does it approximate to that
state called ¢ a donkey hoof,” becoming narrow,
elongated, and contracted towards the heel and in
the quarters, and consequently in very many cases
incapable of affording free scope for the develop-
ment of the internal parts of the hoof. These
internal parts are of the very greatest conse-
quence, being constituted of bones forming a joint,
with ligaments and soft parts whose structure and
fanctions are easily deranged, The sole itself
should be concave, and the more it approaches to
flatness, the more tender is the foot, as it must
be more liable to concussion from its contact with
hard substances. It is wonderful how differently
horses with flattish soles will go when ridden on
turf or soft ground compared with their action on
the road. This flat state of the lioof too is an
indication that the internal parts, being elsewhere
compressed, have acquired room by pressing down
the sole, which, from this cause, is sometimes
rendered actually convex, or pummiced, as it is
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called. The frog, which is at the back part of
the sole, and projects inwards and forwards, some-
what in the shape of the letter V, should project
a little beyond the hoof, but scarcely so deep as
the shoe, so as to take oft' the concussion pro-
duced by striking upon hard substances, and
should be of a spongy, elastic nature to admit of
the spreading of the heel, by which sufficient
room is allowed for the expansion and play of in-
ternal parts. In examining the sole and frog,
press firmly upon them with your thumb, and you
will thus perceive if the first be very thin, and if
either be particularly sensitive. A sole that ap-
pears shelly, that is, easily cracking and chipping
off, is a fault; and the same remark will apply
to the hoof generally. Nevertheless, this state
may be generated by suffering the sole to grow for
a long period without being pared, which opera-
tion will of itself remove the tendency to shelliness.
If the foot be properly pared, the sole should
always be cut away so as to allow of its yielding
slightly to strong pressure, by which freedom of
action is allowed to the coftin-bone and internal
parts of the foot gencrally. A shelly state of the
hoof may be induced by neglect on the part of
those entrusted with the care of the horse, and a
dry hoof, shewing a disposition to crack and split,
very frequently becomes so from inattention, The
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proper mode of preventing and of curing a hoof
of this description will be noticed when treating
of stable management. When you find a horse’s
hoof in this dry and brittle state, look narrowly
for those cracks or fissures about the coronet or
elsewhere (commonly on the inner quarter) to
which I have already alluded, and which are
termed “sand cracks.” Besides indicating a very
bad state of the hoof, they are extremely ditficult
to cure, and the fissure, when occupying the
greater length of the foot, and particularly when
involving the coronet, is seldom closed up in less
than some months, during which period the horse
is for the most part lame, and unfit to do hard
work. In inspecting the shell of the foot, it is
not sufficient merely to pass your hand round it,
in the expectation of feeling a sand-crack, should
there be one; for, generally speaking, those dea-
lers who wish to pass off a horse with this com-
plaint as sound are in the habit of filling the crack
with melted resin, which is afterwards scraped so
as to be perfectly even with the horn; so that
your hand will pass over the diseased part without
feeling any difference between it and the rest of
the hoof. 1f the foot be taken up and carefully
inspected, the resin will be detected, even though
a coating of tar and oil be generally rubbed over
the hoof to make it of a uniform appearance.
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Sometimes a little matter may be seen issuing
from a small opening about the coronct. This
frequently arises from a severe injury of the toot,
either by pricks in shoeing, stubs, or similar
causes, and denotes the formation of pus within
the foot which has made its way out through the
soft parts. The complaint is called a quittor, and
produces lameness, which is frequently protracted
for a considerable period.

Having examined the state of the horny part
of the foot, your next care must be to inspect
the frog. This is the seat of the discase called
“ the thrush,”” to which 1 have already adverted.
Where the feet have not been particularly well
attended to, they are extremely liable to this
complaint; but a person in the habit of examining
a horse’s foot will immediately detect it by its
smell, for it has an uncommonly rank and fetid
odour. The best way of discovering it is to press
with both your thumbs upon the heel above the
frog, when, if the thrush be a bad one, you will
perceive a sort of matter oozing from the cleft in
the frog, or from sinuses which perforate it.  So
many caustic applications, however, are used for
drving up a thrush, that, even where a bad one
exists, the appearance of matter on pressure may
be wanting. You must then learn to judge of its
netnal éxistence both by the <mell of the part, and
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also by carefully remarking if any portion of the
frog be destroyed by disease; in which case you
may fairly infer the existence either of a thrush,
or of what is termed “ a cancrous frog.” In some
cases nearly the whole of the frog is eaten away,
and its rageged cdges may alone remain.  Proper
applications and due attention may cnable you to
remedy this state of the foot; but, unless you are
well aware of its precise nature, and of the means
of cure to be adopted, you may produce internal
mflammation of the foot by suddenly stopping the
discharge, and therchy do great mischief. A horse
in this state, therefore, is generally a bad bargain,
for the disecased part is very tender, and conse-
quently he never steps with confidence, and is
liable to fall suddenly if a sharp stone touch his
frog. I had once the best little Irish hack I ever
crossed, who came down in an instant from a
Hint sticking into a thrush of the off-foot. He
broke both Ins knees, and rather alarmed a friend
of wine who was riding him. It is my maxim
when a thing is done not to make any lamenta-
tions about it, since it is then past recalling, but
10 manage it in the best way I can; and though
I should have been greatly mortified had I known
my little horse was destined to break his knees,
still, after they had been broken, I forthwith
congidered that 1 had bought a broken-knee'd
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horse, and was to do the best I could with him.
1 soon cured his knees in a highly respectable
manner, and, although not more than fourtcen
hands and a half in height, he turned out such
a hunter that T was shortly after bid by a furmer
ten pounds more than I had given for him before
his accident, and he has since been sold for more
money. This liability of horses with bad thrushes
to fall, if the diseased part be pricked or bruised,
renders them rather unsafe to ride; and yet, in spite
of this fact, you very rarely find a perscon refuse to
purchase a horse merely because he has a thrush,
unless indecd it be an extremely bad oue, and the
frog be very rotten. The reason is this: in the
first place, every pne is apt to flatter himself he
can cure a thrush ; and in the next, if not cured, it
can be remedied by shoeing the horse with lcather
soles, which guard his foot from injury. Alto-
gether, then, this complaint is one which, if not
in a very bad state, need not deter you from pur-
chasing a horse good in other respects; but, at
the same time, get something taken off his price
on account of it, for many veterinary surgeons
will not give a warranty of soundness with a horse
who has thrushes.

When a thrushy horse ic shod with leather, the
foot should first be stopped with toe saturated
with a composition made of tar and turpentine.

F 2
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The. latter being the greater stimulant of the two,
ite quantity should be increased sccording to the
degree of action in the diseased part. Some
people prefer shoes made with & thin iron sole to
leather, Between the iron and the foot is in-
serted ‘2 lamb’s wool pad (which any one may
make by simply drying the skin of a newly-flayed
lamb, and moistening the wool with a strong solu- .
tion of alum water to prevent its separating from
the skin). The wool, when cut to the form of ‘the
sole, forms an excellent pad for applying stopping
of any kind to the feet, as it retains a great deal
of moisture for a considerable time.

- Corns are another foot evil to which many
horses- are extremely liable. They generally arise
from pressure made by some portion of the shoe,
and consequently are frequently not very percep-
tible unless the shoe be removed, especially where
they are miide very broad. Coms generully arise
near the heel, therefore, whenever you percsive a
more than usual portion’ of the foot cut away in
this situstion, you may suspect the existence of
this complaint.* As ‘it is one, which, st say.vate
'every now and then, will reader a hoves -lame, it
‘behoves you:to watch -corefully the action and
wotions ‘of 4-horve aving this complaint; Yo
; my&qmnwm that '& horse-with wm
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ing firmly on the ground, will raise the heel some-
what and stand upon the toe, thus denoting the
existence of considerable tenderness of the part.
A cora too,-especially a bad one, will commonly
cause a-borse to shuffle in his gait, instead of put-
ting his foot firmly to the ground ; and a judge of
this species of action will, vn seeing it, imme-
diately be able to pronounce a horse to have this
evil, more particularly if flat feet or other causes
of tenderness are not to be descried. The safe
plan is, therefore, to get the shoe taken off the
auspected foot, and the corn, which is indicated
by a reddish appearance of the hoof, will become
visible. Do not buy a horse for the saddle that
has bad. comns; they are a great grievance, are
very seldom completely removed, and, moreover,
constantly cripple a horse’s action to such a de-
gree as not only to render it extremely unpleasant
to his-rider, but frequently even dangerous, caus-.
mghmtopntﬁommtheﬁomdﬂm and
thereby occasioning that worst of faults, stum-.
‘bling. -

Mmgpeoplemﬂ. tall you that coms are very
casily cuped, and that the spplication of - ot iron
_them in a -short period. If a man who has 4 -
" horse. in, this state to sell mdeammhm
- you_of:this, 1 .need hardly. say'that his having
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neglected to put so simple a practice into execu-
tion with success must at once convince you of
the fallibility of the plan, since by eradicating the
disease the value of the horse would have been
greatly increased. Once more, judge for your-
self, and do not allow your reason to be led astray
by the assertions of an interested person. When
a man who knows but little about a horse enters
a dealer’s yard with money in his pocket, and a
wish to buy a horse, the chances are greatly in
favour of his coming out with very little cash, and
a nag, from which he may, if he please, glean a
great deal of experience; and this is the only
“ flattering unction he can lay to his soul.”

I have already spoken of the proper formation
of the foot of the horse, and the nearer it ap-
proaches to this shape, the better, cateris paribus,
will it be. Now, having been told this, you will
be surprised to learn, that, in consequence of
early and perhaps careless shoeing, bard work,
and other causes, not one horse’s foot in fifty
actually presents the appearance it would do if
left entirely to Nature. It is, therefore, a most
difficult affair for a novice to decide, from what
he may have read, whether a foot, deviating per-
haps considerably from the circular form, be really
in a healthy state or not. 1 shall, therefore, pro-
ceed to describe, as well as I am able, the ap-
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pearance of those feet which may be trusted,
albeit differing widely from the shape which Nature
has assigned them.

The changes of shape which a horse’s foot under-
goes are very frequently so gradual that Nature
effects at the same time a corresponding change
in the internal parts by which they adapt them-
selves to the horny substance which impedes their
full development; and thus it not uncommonly
happens that a horse will go perfectly sound and
well upon a foot which, in appearance, is not at
all in proportion to his leg. The feet of such
horses are narrow and elongated; and provided
they do not assume this form in a very great
degree, and be pot contracted at the heel, they
may be perfectly safe and good: but this will
rarely, if ever, be the case where the heel is deep,
horny, and diminished in width. Again, a horse’s
foot may be very upright, like a mule’s ; but this
may still not be an objection as simply regards
the foot, but will decidedly be so if accompanying
a very upright pastern. Of the flat foot I have
already spoken, but in this case also there i a
medium to be observed ; for some horses with
naturally flattish feet will, if they be sound and
hard, go with perfect freedom, and a slight die-
position to this shape may be, in some measure,
remedied by adopting the practice of shoeing with



72

leather soles. Indeed it is a very good plan to
shoe all such horses with a thick piece of leather
interposed between the hoof and the iron, and
cat out to the shape of the latter, so as not to
cover the sole, but to diminish the jar upon the
foot and leg during work. I have been in the
habit of practising this method constantly during
frosty weather, when the ground has been very
hard, and have found it very beneficial. Indeed
I am of opinion that it is a plan deserving of
adoption with all horses and at all times. If the
sole of the foot be tender, it should of course be
protected by leather or some other substance ; but
where this is not the case, it will be sufficient to
allow the leather only to cover the shoe, particu-
larly if any disease of the frog require remedial
applications.

A good judge of the shape of a horse’s foot will
often discover that it may be materially altered
by care and attention to shoeing. The generality
of blacksmiths will invariably drive eight nails
into each shoe, and thus two of them, which may
very readily and advantageously be dispensed
with, must be driven so near the heel as to dimi-
nish its power of expansion, and give rise to con-
traction of that part. Again, a person not much
in the habit of examining a horse’s feet may con-
sider some of them extremely ill-shaped from
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their excessive length; whereas a more acute
observer will possibly remark that a great portion
of the length results from a redundance of horn
having been left at the toe—a fault of the smith,
which throws down many a horse—and, on order-
ing this part to be shortened, it is no uncommon
thing to see a farrier knock off at one blow three
quarters of an inch of horn, which should never
have been suffered to acquire that length. Thus,
then, by the study of these and other points of
the horse, does a scientific man acquire experience
which may be worth to him a great deal—for
there is nothing where knowledge will go farther
than in the purchase of a horse—since a really
good one will always meet with a ready sale
should you wish to part with him, whereas a brute
may hang on your hands for ever, and be a daily
source of discomfort to you into the bargain. I
would recommend every man who wants to acquire
a good idea of the proper formation of a horse’s
foot, to attend for some time at the forge of a
shoeing-smith in full business, and then, for a
few gallons of beer distributed among the men,
he may pick up certain wrinkles that may after-
wards repay him a thousand fold for his expendi-
ture. The different modes of shoeing horses will
also enable him, on perceiving any peculiarity in
the formation of a horse’s shoe, to discover the



74

reason why he has been shod in a manner differ-
ing from that usually adopted ; and this is a peint
of considerable importance, for some defects in
the action of a horse, as cutting either before or
behind, and forging, or striking the heel of the
fore with the toe of the hind foot, may be either
remedied, or at any rate diminished, by careful
attention to shoeing. Thus a horse that cuts will
be found to have the hoof left slightly projecting
over the shoe on the inside, and perhaps made
thicker on one side than on the other; and if he
have this fault in a great degree, there may be
but one or two nails driven into the foot on the
inner portion of the shoe, and an extra one on
the outer to hold it on., When this is perceived,
be sure that something wrong about the foot or
action of the horse either actually exists or has
existed. The paucity or total want of nails in
any part of & shoe where they are usually placed
may also arise from the horse having been pricked
in that part, or from his having bruised his foot
from having been ridden without a shoe, or from
quittor, or, in short, from anything causing tender-
ness of the part, and therefore should immediately
arouse the suspicions of a purchaser. Where you
find a shoe nailed only on one side this precaution
is generally adopted on account of a tendency to
contraction on that side where nails are omitted.



75

Bar shoes also denote the presence of tenderness
in some part, probably from bad corns or sand
cracks; and indeed every deviation from the com-
mon mode of shoeing must have been occasioned
either by peculiar formation of the foot, as where
a flat-footed horse is shod with very broad shoes
to protect the sole—by faulty action, as in the
case of speedy and other cuts—or by accidents,
such as pricks, bruises, the application of a too
hot shoe, and the like.

Leaving the examination of the body for the
present, it may be as well to proceed to that of
the hind legs and feet. With regard to the latter,
all the observations which have been made respect-
ing the fore feet will equally apply to the hind,
though it may be remarked en passant that they
are far less frequently diseased than the fore feet,
owing possibly to the action of the fore being
generally higher than that of the hind legs.

The defects which I have already noticed in my
enumeration of those of the fore legs under the
heads of splents, wind-galls, strains of the back
sinews, enlargements from blows, &c., will also
be found to exist in the legs of the hind parts;
but here splents are much more seldom met with
than before. A horse, as 1 have already said,
may cut behind about the fetlock joint, but no
such thing as a speedy-cut is here to be met with.
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To make up, however, for this, there are found
two or three diseases about the hock-joint, which
Ishall now proceed to notice. These are, blood-spa-
vins, bone-spavins, curbs, thorough-pins, capped-
hocks, and cracked or greasy heels.

The blood-spavin (or as
it is sometimes called bog-
spavin) is a paoffy elastic
tumor on the inside of the
bock: it is, in fact, neither
more nor less than a wind-
gall of the part, but situated
under the large vein which
runs up the inside of the leg, soc anp BLoOD sPavIN.
and which, being compressed by this enlargement,
no longer allows the blood to flow freely through
it. This impediment to the circulation not only
increases the size of the tumor, but occasions a
general torpor, and swelling in a slight degree of
the limb in some cases, which offers an obstacle
to its free action, and gives rise to very serious
and incurable lameness. Should the enlargement
be in its infancy, I would still recommend you not
to have anything to do with any horse afflicted
with this disease, unless he be destined for slow
work ; for much exertion will infallibly cause the
tumor to increase, and with it of course the lame-
ness attendant on it.
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A bone-spavin i8 an increased growth of bone
at the lower and most prominent part of the
inside of the hock-joint. The well-formed hock
gradually tapers down so as
to unite almost imperceptibly
with the soft parts ; but where
a spavin exists, after passing
your hand over the inside of
the hock from above down-
wards, you will find a slight
prominence at the most de-
pending point, or rather your
fingers will pass somewhat abruptly down a
sort of ledge formed by the enlarged bone.
When you think you feel this, examine both
hocks from behind, and look narrowly if they he
of an equal size. If you are not quite certain of
the existence of spavin, look at the hocks from
between the fore legs, and if one joint be spavined
the difference in size of the two will be imme-
diately apparent. It may happen that there may
be a spavin in each; but this is not so frequently
the case that you will be likely to meet with them
both until you are competent to detect them; if
s0, you will be unlucky. When you are pregty
sure you have detected a spavin, let the horse be
first walked gently, and afterwards trotted with a
loose rein, and if he go stiffly on the suspected

BONE SPAVIN.
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leg, you may be tolerably certain that your con-
jecture is right.

I would not advise any one to purchase a
spavined horse for quick work, unless he were in
every other respect very good, and his price low.
In this case, as the firing iron will often effect a
cure, he may be bought on speculation and the
operation tried. A horse with bone-spavin should
always be examined before he is exercised, for the
stiffness which even a small spavin will occasion
goes off after he has been at work some time,
and he might then be considered sound. This ap-
parent freedom from lameness is, however, deceit-
ful ; for exertion only increases the inflammation of
the part, and the tendency to deposit bony matter ;
and, when the horse has been allowed to rest
for some time, he comes out lamer than ever.

A curb is situated some
inches below the point
of the hock, and is an
enlargement of the liga-
mentous bands of the
part. On viewing the leg
side-ways, you will per-
ceive a gradual bowing out
in this situation, and, if it be large or inflamed,
lameness will be the result. Pass your hand over
it, and if it feel hot and tender, you may set it

CURB.
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down as the cause of the lameness of the leg, if
there be any. Now, if you have an opportunity
of buying a good horse at a moderate sum on
account of his being lame from a curb, you may
do so without fear, for it is a complaint which
will often yield tu cold lotions, followed by stimu-
lating liniments and blisters; and, should these
fail, a hot iron run lightly over the part will, nine
times out of ten, effect a lasting cure, and leave
but little blemish : moreover the marks of cautery
for this complaint seldom diminish the real value
of a horse much, and you will thus be well mounted
at little expense.

A thorough-pin is a soft, rounded swelling of
greater or less dimensions, occurring just under
the strong tendon which unites with the cap of
the hock. It generally pro-
trudes on both sides, and will
swell out first on this side,
then on that, with the motion
of the horse. Occasionally
where the coverings of the
tumor yield more readily in
one direction than another, it
will protrude principally in that
part. Its nature is similar to
a wind-gall, and it is usually productive of some
stiffness in the leg until exercise have produced
absorption of the fluid it contains. Many people

TIIOROUGH-PIN,
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think a thorough-pin- of but little consequence;
but, for my own part, I do not like them by any
means, although 1 have known many horses of
great value that have had them—one in particular,
belonging to a friend of mine, for which a horse-
dealer offered nearly two hundred guinecas. A
thorough-pin of tolerable size, in my opinion,
materially detracts from the value of the best horse
in other respects that can be met with. There is
no cure for it that can be depended on, and hard
work will generally cause it to become larger.

As for capped-hocks, they are scarcely to be
called a complaint, and are of no consequence
whatever, except they be very large and unsightly,
or are produced by kicking. They consist of a
swelling on the very point of the hock; and as
this is a part which is very
liable to come in contact
with the bar of a gig or
carriage when a horse sets
to kicking, their presence
should excite the suspicion
of a purchaser who is look-
ing for a harness horse.
The dealer of course has his story—¢ His
man struck him with a pitchfork (not an un-
frequent practice with an ill-tempered groom),
or a horse kicked him, or a bar fell on him,”
&c.  As T have already more than once re-

CAPPED HOCKS.



81

marked, pay no heed whatever to the account
of an interested person, who will not stick at
trifles to palm a vicious horse on you, but have
him put in harness, and if he should kick there
can be no mistake about the cause of his capped
hocks; but if, on the other hand, he should
happen to be in an amiable temper, look for the
other signs of a vicious brute (respecting which I
shall have something to say by and bye), and
take notice if there be any reluctance shewn to
harness him, or any particular precautions used in
putting him to.

Greasy and cracked heels may be immediately
detected by the swelling which accompanies them,
by the ronghness of the hair covering the affected
part, and by the exudation which oozes from it.
I have purposely omitted to say anything respecting
cracked heels while speaking of the fore-legs, be-
cause this complaint occurs in almost every case
behind. The reason of this is, that the hind feet
being the farthest removed from the heart, the
circulation of the blood is carried on there more
sluggishly than elsewhere, and congestion is con-
sequently more liable to ensue. A cracked heel
presents always one and sometimes more fissures
just in the bend of the foot behind the pastern or
fetlock, from which escapes a stinking and tena-
cious discharge. Occasionally the whole leg
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swells, and a considergble portion of it is involved
in the disease, presenting an almost ulcerated sur-
face, the ichor from which is extremely offensive.
Very high living with little work will often en-
gender this state; but it not unfrequently proceeds
from a directly opposite cause, or is the result of
constitutional habit of body. Thus, an ill-bred,
gummy, slugglish brute is generally the subject of
grease, and the complaint in such an animal is
eradicated with great difficulty ; therefore never
buy a horse of this description: but a well-bred
horse with cracked heels is not to be rejected on
that account if he can be had for a certain sum,
as a cracked heel may be cured by attention and
care. Poultices while there is inflammation, mo-
derate diet, and cleanliness are requisite; and
afterwards some astringent lotion, with good hand
rubbing night and morning, and a neatly-applied
bandage, will set all right. Cracks in the heels
are commonly produced by neglect. A horse in
cold weather comes home hot and fatigued, and
his groom immediately, to save himself trouble,
sluices his legs over with cold water, nor takes
the trouble to dry them. He is then led into a
warm stable; excessive reaction comes on; the
part swells, and is painful ; and eventually the
distended vessels relieve themselves by discharging
the fluid of which I have spoken. The reverse of
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this, or want of action in the part, will produce
a similar result. Ulcers make their appearance
about the heels, which are extremely difficult in
some instances to heal on account of the constant
motion of these parts; but for all this I would not
reject a good horse because he happened to have
cracked heels, for a cure will eventually be effected.
I should not omit to mention that this disease occa-
sions lameness, and that, in some instances, to a
very considerable degree. It is a singular fact,
that, if a horse have one white heel, that one will
be affected sooner than any other, thus shewing
that (as in almost every animal) white is a tender
colour.

There is also another complaint generally affect-
ing the hind-legs which must not be passed over
in silence. This is called ¢ string-halt,” and con-
sists of an increased action of one or both legs,
which in trotting are suddenly, and as it were
convulsively, drawn up towards the belly. The
origin of this complaint is no doubt situated in
the nerves supplying some of the muscles of the
leg. Either there is a defi¢iency of nervous power
in the muscles that extend the leg, or an irritation
of the nerves supplying those whose action is to
bend it. The principal seat of the injury has
been said to exist in the spinal marrow, and there
is no reason why such should not be the case in

e2
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some instances ; but the result might be the same

were any portion of the nerves of the hind legs,
springing from this source, in a diseased state.

STRING-HALT.

As, however, 1 do not pretend in these remarks
to enter upon the causes and cure of those diseases
to which the horse is liable, I shall content myself
with pointing out the effects of disease without
inquiring into its origin. String-halt then may be
said to be a convulsive action of one or more legs,
and is hardly to be overlooked by a tyro in horse-
dealing where only one leg is affected : the aetion
of this leg will be so totally different from that of
the other, that it must immediately strike the most
casual observer.

This complaint is almost invariably confined to
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the hind-legs, and, for my own part, I have never
in my life noticed it, except on two occasions, to
occur before. These were in the case of a brewer’s
horse, which I saw several years ago in a dray,
lifting one fore leg as high again as the other, and
battering the ground with it at a tremendous rate;
and I have since remarked a thorough-bred horse
with similar action of one fore leg, with this cari-
ous exception, that it only occurred now and then
—for instance, for five or ten paces in walking a
few hundred yards. When both hind legs are
slightly and similarly affected with string-halt,
a horse has the appearance of having particularly
good action behind ; and as a dealer will not fail
to be loud in his praises of this peculiar style of
going, a raw hand may very readily be made to
admire what is really a fault. If, however, the
question should be asked whether he has not
string-halt, the answer is ready cut and dried:
“ Yes, Sir, I should think he has—string-halt in
all four legs; for I never seed a hoss that can
pick ’em up like him. Vy, Sir, I'll bet & wager
as I’ll make bim pick his teeth with his fore-feet
if I takes him up with the curb.” Now as a
horse with string-halt behind, and that can “ pick
his teeth” with his fore legs, must have pretty
high action (which by the bye is very generally
admired), his sale at a large sum is the ne-
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tural result; and his new master may afterwards
find out that his action behind is a fault, and that
he can not pick his teeth quite so cleverly as his
owner’s pocket. It must not be forgotten also
that a horse with string-halt will not shew the
complaint nearly so much after he has been exer-
cised and has got warm as when he is first led out
of his stable ; consequently, if you think of pur-
chasing a horse with this complaint, you should
always see him when he is first backed, and not
after he has been ridden for some time. This
peculiar action of string-halt, although unsightly,
and possibly arising from some nervous affection,
is not really of any very serious detriment to a
horse in his work. 1 have seen us good hunters
with this complaint as any I have ever known ;
and a racer called ¢ Guildford,” who won several
times, had it, I think, to a greater extent than
any other horse that has ever fallen under my
notice, as he absolutely kicked his belly, or very
nearly so, at every step he took. The action of
string-halt does not interfere much with a horse’s
gallop, and, therefore, is not of so much con-
sequence in a hunter, if otherwise good, as in a
hackney.

Having examined a horse you have an idea of
buying thus far, you are next to proceed to con-
- sider and test the ali-important point of the wind
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and breathing generally. This is an affair re-
quiring & good deal of experience and careful
obgervation, and must not be done in a hurry,
There are several different complaints affecting the
air-passages with which it is absolutely necessary
to be acquainted before you attempt to buy a horse
on your own judgment. The principal of theseare,
“ broken-wind,” *“ roaring,” “ whistling,” and * pi-
ping,” towhich Ishall take the liberty of adding ano-
ther, which I must denominate “ gulping,”asI know
no other term by which I can better express it.
I shall not attempt to offer any explanation of the
cause of this extraordinary trick, which has never
yet been noticed by any one, but have only to say,
that I have met with two horses, that, on being
ridden fast, appeared every now and then to give
a sort of convulsive gulp, somewhat approaching
to hiccough ; and as neither of them was remark-
able for good wind, it is not impossible that this
singular noise may have been the precursor of
some more serious evil. As I neither purchased
the one nor the other, 1 cannot say whether they
eventually turned out decidedly unsound in the
wind ; nor should I like to hazard the experiment
of buying a horse with this habit, to call it by no
worse name, at a sound price.

Dealers always judge of a horse’s wind by the
sound of the cough which they produce by pinch-
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ing the windpipe just bebind the jaw. If a horse,
on being treated in this way, give one long shrill
cough, his wind is supposed to be good; but if]
on the other hand, his cough be short, hollow,
easily excited by gently pressing the windpipe, and
frequently repeated, he is set down, and justly, as
having unsound lungs. With respect to the first
criterion, however, there is this to be observed,
that although it may not be a bad one to com-
mence your diagnosis by, you should always make
the horse cough yourself, and not trust to a dealer
to do it, as these gentry, by forcibly compressing
the sides of the larynx or windpipe with one hand
and the forefinger of the other, frequently con-
trive that the horse shall cough while the windpipe
is kept in this state, and tbe air, then rushing
through a very small aperture, makes the shrill
noise which is esteemed a sign of good wind.
This, however, is not always to be done, and a
broken-winded horse will, after all pressure is
removed, continue to cough short—much in the
way that a sheep with unsound lungs may be
heard to cough on a cold night—and thus make
his malady manifest. If, however, you should be
satisfied with the noise made on coughing, pro-
ceed next to examine the motion of the flanks in
breathing. If the horse’s belly swell out, and
then coutract equably and regulacly, his wind will
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probably be found good ; but if, on inspiration,
the retraction of the belly and flanks appears as it
were to stop before it is completed, and then to be
forcibly continued, the flanks being very much
drawn in, and the borders of the serrated muscles
of the ribs rendered very apparent, the horse is
probably either absolutely broken-winded, or at
leust what is called ¢ touched in the wind,” which
means a minor degree of the same complaint. A
really broken-winded horse will generally make
some noise like panting or blowing when ridden
fast, but there are many horses that are slightly
touched in the wind that are perfectly competent
to do a good deal of work not requiring rapid
motion. Mares that are broken-winded are said
to be barren, therefore take care in buying a
brood-mare that her lungs be perfectly sound.
When you have examined the state of the wind in
the manner I have pointed out, you may next pro-
ceed to determine whether your horse be a roarer,
whistler, ov piper. For this purpose place him
against « wall, or one side of his stall, take hold
of his bridle or headstall near his mouth, and hold
his head high, then suddenly give him a smart
punch in the ribs with your doubled fist, or strike
him three or four times under the belly sharply
with a stick, and if he gives a grunt at each blow,
he is a roarer ; whereas, if, after jumping about
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from the blows he receives, you hear him sobbing
as it were, and drawing his breath quickly, the
chance is he is a piper or whistler. Some people
use these two terms synonymously, while others
again employ them as denoting different degrees
of the same complaint, distinguished only by the
peculiarity of the noise made in each. 1 believe
the sobbing horse to be the piper, and suppose him
to be worse than the horse which merely seems to
blow hard on going fast. Some horses have a
trick of making & noise with their nostrils, like a
very loud purring, at every stroke of their gallop.
This must by no means be mistaken for whistling,
which merely resembles, but in a greater degree,
the very hard breathing of some people who all but
snore in their sleep, or who have a violent cold in
the head. Now you will occasionally find horses,
that, from ossification of the cartilages at the top of
the windpipe (arising possibly from this tube being
constantly and violently compressed by dealers
essaying their wind), or from the sensibility of
these parts being greatly diminished, cannot be
made to cough at all. Some roarers are of this
kind, and where you find this to be the case, you
must e’en trust to the other symptoms of unsound
wind, and to a good rattling gallop, where you
can get one, as a test of good or bad lungs.
Roaring is not always a disease of the lungs, but
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generally proceeds from some change in the struc-
ture of the windpipe, as distortions of that part,
and constriction of some portion of the tube from
permanent thickening of the lining membrane con-
sequent upon inflammation. Hence numbers of
horses turn roarers after having had the influenza
or distemper, which has been so prevalent at cer-
tain seasons for some years, and not a few are
rendered such by restraining the head by a tight
bearing-rein, Sometimes a horse that roars in a
very slight degree will not grunt on being struck ;
in which case you must make a man gallop him
smartly, and then pull him short up close to you
without giving him time to recover his wind. On
listening attentively you will soon be able to detect
any impediment to his breathing freely. Some
horses have been said to have been cured of
roaring by keeping their heads constantly tied up
very high ; but whether this be true or not I will
not pretend to say. In a recent case of thickening
of the lining membrane of the windpipe, I can
conceive that such a mode of treatment, by dis-
gorging the blood-vessels of the affected part, may
be beneficial ; but as I believe that no remedy
whatever has yet been found generally successful
in this complaint, my advice is never to purchase
a roarer in the hope of curing him. I have also
heard of horses on whom the operation of tra-
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cheotomy—which consists in making an artificial
opening into the windpipe—has obviated the
effects of roaring; but I believe these cases to be
very rare, and their good effects probably greatly
exaggerated, as most people are prone to laud
whatever is extraordinary., Besides the very ex-
istence of such an opening exposes the horse to
the danger of inhaling small and light substances,
as hay-seeds, dust, &c., which, by irritating the
lungs, may occasion a disease worse than that
for which the operation was practised. It may not
be amiss here to mention that a low dealer who
sends a roarer up to auction, where they take
them in on the morning of sale, will give him a
quantity of shot mixed together with tallow, and
thia, extraordinary as it may appear, and difficult
a8 it is to account for physiologically, will prevent
the horse from shewing the usual symptoms of
roaring for some hours, probably until the shot
pass into the intestines.

I have now to notice another complaint, or
trick, whichever it may be called, which is termed
¢ crib-biting.” This is a most abominable habit,
tending constantly to make a horse look poor and
washy, and causing all his owner’s pains to end in
disappointment. Veterinary surgeons are unani-
mously of opinion that, in erib-biting, a horse
sucks in and swallows a vast quantity of wind, by
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which he inflates the stomach and intestines. I
confess I am not altogether prepared to subscribe
to this opinion. A horse when crib-biting lays
hold of his manger with his teeth, and, holding on
by them, contracts the abdominal muscles, and
makes a singular noise in his throat, which is sup-
posed to be occasioned by his gulping down air ;
but it appears to me much more probable that
wind is expelled by this maneuvre, and that the
distention of the stomach by gas generated there
through weakness of that organ, and consequent
indigestion, is the primary cause of a habit by
which the stomach is temporarily relieved of the
oppression it experiences. 1 have mentioned this
view of the matter to one or two members of the
Veterinary College, whose objection to it has
been, that, if my opinion were correct, a horse
could not by crib-biting distend his intestines. To
this argument I do not yield an assent; for if it
be true that a crib-biter really fills his stomach
and botels with wind (which I cannot say I have
ever witnessed, though I have frequently heard it
asserted), I see no reason why a habit ‘which
tends to increase the weakness and irritability of
the most sensitive viscus of the body—the stomach
—may not produce an increased quantity of gas
in it, which it is well known is secreted in an ex-
tremely short space of time, and thus account for
that distention which is said to occur.
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According to my view of the case (which I have
entertained for many years), improper diet, or too
great a quantity of food, or natural weakness of
the intestines, are the origin of crib-biting ; and
unfortunately it is a habit which, once acquired, is
extremely difficult of cure. There is no trick that
annoys and displeases me so much as this. Iam
naturally prone to give a great deal of attention to
horses, and to superintend everything that is dene
for them, the reward of which surveillance is that
my horses have always been in good condition ; but
a determined crib-biter sets all your care at
nought: you give him the best food, in small
quantities at a time—you let him have salt to lick
when he pleases—you perhaps give him tonics,
and bestow upon him in clothing, grooming, ban-
daging, moderate exercise, and in all other ways
that you can devise for his benefit, all the care and
nursing that is lavished on a spoilt child ; and, to
reward your pains, you have a faint-hearted,
tucked-up, washy devil, that looks, after a day’s
work, as though he belonged to some gipsy, and
had just been taken off a common. Such a brute
is really not worth his keep, unless you can cure
him of his propensity, when his condition will
probably improve,

Various remedies have been put in practice, for
the cure of crib-biting ; among the most common
of which is that of buckling a strap pretty tightly
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round the throat, and to the under part of this
strap is frequently affixed a sharp piece of iron,
which pricks the horse on his laying hold of his
manger. As this strap must, however, be removed
when the horse is fed—a time when he is most apt
to indulge in his habit—it is merely a preventive
so long as it is used, but does not make him forego
the trick altogether. The only effectual plan that
I am aware of for curing a crib-biter, or rather
some crib-biters, is the following :—Turn him into
a loose box without any rack or manger, and if
possible without any projection that he can pos-
sibly lay hold of, and put on him a muzzle made
with thin but strong plates of iron round the
mouth. A moveable manger must be brought in
for him when he is fed ; but at this time there will
be no necessity whatever for removing the muzzle,
a3 he will very soon learn to take his food as well
with it on as off. The bars of the muzzle must
run from the nose towards the jaws, and not
transversely, otherwise they will serve as a point
dappui for crib-biting. With some horses it is
sufficient to cover the manger with a sheep-skin,
the woolly side being uppermost, and to saturate
it with tar-water. This expedient, although occa-
sionally successful, will not avail in every case,
and when it fails the muzzle is the only plan to be
depended on.
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Together with this mechanical contrivance,
those remedies which tend to improve the tone of
the stomach and bowels must be employed. I
shall not here dilate upon these means of cure,
but shall reserve what I have to say upon this
subject for that portion of my opusculum wherein
1 shall treat of ¢ Stable Management” in general.

There is yet another complaint to be noticed,
which is termed wind-sucking. It is really allied
to crib-biting, but is perhaps more difficult of cure,
inasmuch as the habit does not require a fixed
point to be laid hold of for its indulgence. A
wind-sucker seems to snap at the air, and possibly
swallows it, though of this I am not certain, as I
have had very few opportunities of witnessing the
complaint. Probably a strap round the neck—of
itself an evil, as it produces itritation of the upper
portion of the windpipe—or a wooden necklace
might prevent the continuance of this habit.

Having conducted your examination of the horse
you contemplate purchasing up to this point, care-
fully scrutinizing each part separately and lei-
surely, you are now to stand behind bim and look
well at the prominences of the hip bones. These
you will occasionally find not precisely on a level ;
and although fractures and dislocations about
these parts are extremely rare on account of their
prodigious strength, yet lameness from various
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causes, a8 blows, strains, &c., especially about the
round-bone, which is situated a little posterior to
the prominence of the hip, is by no means of un-
frequent occurrence. This complaint will of
course be more easily detected on putting the
horse in motion ; but the wasting of the large
muscles of the hind quarter on the affected side
(from their being kept almost constantly at rest
on account of the pain that any motion of this
part occasions) is a symptom that must not be
overlooked. Now the extent of a horse-dealer’s
veterinary acquirements is extremely limited, and
it is ten to one but you will find, after passing
your hand over any very suspicious-looking spot,
that it smells strongly of some stimulating lini-
ment, and on rubbing back the hair with your
thumb the skin will present a slightly-blistered
appearance. In other cases a few pieces of bran
sticking to the horse’s coat will demonstrate the
recent application of a poultice, the necessity for
which will be corroborated by the heat of the skin
and other symptoms of inflammation. Whenever
you discover that strong oils or liniments have
been rubbed into any part, no matter where situ-
ated, be sure that something is wrong, or has re-
cently been so, and have a thorough good trial
before you are satisfied that these applications
have really eflected a cure, instead of having
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patched up an old grievance “for the nonce.” It
is best also, in all these cases, to give the horse
some good rattling exercise, and then to examine
him aggin after he has been at rest for an hour or
two. You will frequently discover that a high-
mettled horse, although to all appearance round,
after having been at work for a short time, will
come out of his stable either dead lame, or at least
very feelingly, as though he feared to set his legs
down to the ground. Sharp spurs and a tight
rein soon take off this mincing gait, and make
the poor devil alnost unconscious of his usual
pains from fear of the whip and spurs, and away
he steps as though nothing were the matter with
him ; but when brought to a stand-still the case
is very different ; his shaking legs and weakened
joints proclaim the worn-out cripple, the worst
species of horse a man can have, and never worth
the trouble of improving, unless he be young and
the shaky state of his legs arise from too great an
exertion at an improper age. Another effect of
exercise is to reduce swellings of the legs or other
parts, provided they be not in an inflammatory
state. Motion produces an increased action of
the absorbent vessels, by which effusion into the
cellular parts is removed ; and thus a horse, whose
limbs appear perfectly fine after an bour’s exercise,
may be found with swollen and gummy legs, or a
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large thorough-pin, after having been left at rest
for some time,

The marks of bandages are easily detected, es-
pecially if they have been put on tightly ; but, al-
though bandages are commonly used on legs that
are liable to swell, yet their employment is no cer-
tain sign of any defect, as it is a common, and
indeed a very excellent, plan to bandage every
horse’s legs whose work is at all severe. Never-
theless dealers are so well aware that any marks
about the legs are viewed with suspicion, that they
will not use bandages where they may be dispensed
with, and, moreover, never apply them tightly ex-
cept for infirm legs ; therefore, whenever you per-
ceive the circular rings made by the turns of a
closely-upplied bandage, you may take it for
granted that it has not been used without a cause.

If you have followed the advice I have already
laid down for the examination of a horse, you will
now have criticised almost all the parts on which it
is necessary that you should found your opinion of
him. Your work is, however, as yet only half
completed ; for you have still to consider his ge-
neral appearance, his state of condition, his con-
stitution, his tricks, some habits and disorders
which are chiefly manifested in the stable, and
last, not least, his value. On this latter point it is
impossible to give an opinion on paper by which

H2
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the judgment may be guided in the purchase of a
horse. As I have already mentioned, a horse of
absolutely no value whatever to one man may be
fit for the work required of him by another, and
consequently worth a certain sum ; so that to affix
a just value upon any horse is perfectly out of the
question. Setting aside fancy prices obtained by
some dealers for hunters, first-rate carriage-horses,
and smart Park nags, the only real method of ob-
taining a true knowledge of the marketable value
of horses is to attend the different auctions and
mark the prices that they fetch. You will then
see at once how much dealers will bid for a epa-
vined, a groggy, a blind, an old, and a lame horse,
and will thus very soon be enabled to estimate
every horse’s just value within a few pounds.
Fancy, however, goes so far in horse-dealing that
you will often find men giving more money for a
horse than you consider him worth : but these are
the exceptions to the general rule; and, moreover,
many dealers have commissions to purchase horses
for a certain purpose, and even if they do give five
pounds more for a horse than they consider his
value, provided they can make their employer give
them another five pounds, what do they care ? Any
man who is a good judge of horse-flesh can mount
himself with hounds in first-rate style for from
- sixty to eighty guineas, and very frequently for
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much less. Indeed there is no species of horse of
which so much may be made as a hunter; for I
am firmly convinced that the value of fifteen out
of twenty likely-looking horses for the field, and
which are in the possession of men who either never
hunt or who are timid horsemen, may be increased
a hundred-fold by a bold and judicious rider with a
stout heart and a light hand. No horse, as a young
one, can be bought for a hunter, except by judging
of his points and probable capabilities ; and when
we see the enormous prices that very many of these
animals are sold for, at from seven to twelve years
old, we can easily conceive how dealers of good
character, who will not sell a bad horse, and very
seldom have a moderate-priced one in their stable,
must thrive upon their knowledge of a young one.
Such is the fancy with some men of fortune for
horses that will suit them, that there is scarcely
any rational limit to the sum they will give for a
good horse ; in exemplification of which fact I
may mention having seen some years back a horse
of Mr. Gully’s called Scroggins, 2 punchy, thick,
heavy beast, about fifteen hands high, and looking
fit to draw a four-wheeled chaise, sold at Tatter-
sall's for four hundred and thirty guineas, although
he was at that time eighteen years old !

Having thus digressed somewhat from the im-
mediate purport of my subject— the examination
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of a horse—I shall conclude the chief of my re-
marks upon this head by advising you to feel the
hide over the ribs, and try if it move freely over
them. If the skin appear tight and unyielding,
the horse is said to be Aide-bound; and thisis a
very common sign of internal disease of some kind,
or of general bad health. The coat should next
engage your attention. A soft glossy coat, which
lies well down, instead of staring, to use a common
phrase, is a symptom of good health and sound
constitution, and shews that a horse is thriving.
On the other hand, a rough, ragged, and broken
coat indicates want of condition, even if a horse
appear fat. No doubt a half-starved brute, kept
either at straw-yard or in a very cold stable, cannot
be expected to have a very fine coat; but such
horses are seldom exhibited for sale, and therefore,
when you meet with such a one, you may fairly
suspect that his state is owing to some constitu-
tional defect, unless you are acquainted with his
previous history.

During your examination never allowthe dealer’s
man to hold the horse’s head high and make him
place his fore-legs well in advance upon rising
ground. I shall notice this part of my subject
more particularly when I come to speak of the
usual methods adopted by low dealers for the pur-
pose of getting rid of theic horses. In the mean
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time suffice it to say, that, whenever you find a
horse shewn to you in this fashion, take the bridle
quietly out of the man’s hand, lead the horse your-
self to a level piece of ground, and let him stand
there with a perfectly loose rein, so that his head
may be quite at liberty. A horse that is shook on
his legs will then immediately shew his grogginess ;
the knees will be bent more or less, the legs shaky
and tremulous, and the heels not set firmly on the
ground. The pastern joints too, if the horse have
done much work, and frequently the fetlocks of
the hind-legs, will be seen to bend and become
relaxed as though the horse required to ease them
as much as possible, aud the elasticity of the ten-
dons and ligaments of those parts were greatly
diminished. The position of a groggy horse, when
left to himself, will be generally that of leaning
over the fore-legs, the feet of which are farther
under the belly than the upper part of the leg,
and the whole limb describing somewhat of a
curve, of which the knees are the most prominent
part. Some people have given the name of chest-
JSounder to this state of the fore-legs, where a
horse is incapable of putting them freely out, and
shuffles in his gait. The term is in this case used
very erroneously, and the meaning of it really not
understood by those who employ it. If there be
in reality such a complaint as chest-founder, I
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take it it should be applied to a rheumatic affec-
tion of the muscles about the chest, which cramps
their action and diminishes the stride of a horse,
but has nothing to do with his legs except secon-
darily. If I am wrong in this opinion, I cannot
at any rate err in recommending you never to buy
a horse for the road or field whose action appears
confined and stumpy, from whatever cause this
defect may arise. A lively, free, and good stepper
18 a delight to his rider; whereas no man ever
crosses ashort-going, puddling devil without having
sundry unpleasant misgivings as to the result, and
not a very agreeable perspective of one or more
purls, the upshot of which he leaves to chance
and his own activity.

And now, having run over the chief points re-
quiring attention in the examination of a horse, it
may be as well, before we proceed to notice those
defects which are principally to be observed in the
stable, and those which declare themselves on
trial, to say a few words respecting action.



CHAPTER VI.

ON ACTION.

IN the different paces of a walk, trot, canter, and
gallop, without good action a horse is worthless
for quick work, as well as dangerous, although
he may do very well in a cart or at plough.

In choosing a horse, take care never on any
account to purchase one whose action is at all
faulty, more especially if required for the saddle.
A horse with bad action is ever a torment to his
rider; whereas the exhilarating feeling and elasti-
city of spirits that are experienced in riding a
springy and active horse amply repay the owner
for all the care and attention he can bestow upon
him.

It is rather a difficult matter to explain clearly
of what really good action consists ; for the diffe-
rent shades between bad ard superior action are
so numerous, and moreover depend so much upon
taste, that a description of them would of itself
go far towards filling a moderate sized volame.

The principal points to be attended to in criti-
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cising the action of a horse are these: Firstly, in
walking, the knee should be moderately bent,
sufficiently so to raise the foot clear above any
ordinary obstacle, as stones, &c. On setting the
foot down, it should fall flat, and not touch the
ground first with the toe. Those horses indeed
that bring the heel down first are considered the
safest; but although this sort of action may be
easily seen in trotting, it is but seldom noticeable
in the walk. Secondly, the legs should be put
straight out, and be raised in like manner; that
is to say, the toes should neither be turned out-
wards nor inwards, nor the foot describe a portion
of a circle, and exhibit the sole to a person stand-
ing on one side of the horse. Thirdly, in a small
compact horee, the walk should be sharp, active,
and springy ; in a more lengthy and larger horse,
the stride should make up for the want of quick-
ness which such animals usually shew, their action
being generally more stately than that of the hack.
It must, however, be remembered that every horse,
be he hack, hunter, or roadster, should step freely
out. A mincing, shuffling gait, that appears in
some measure to proceed from a wriggling of the
body, is a pretty good sign either of badly-formed
shoulders, old sprains, or (which is most common)
of tender and contracted feet. In walking, a
horse should carry his head erect, and appear to
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spring from the hind legs, the feet of which should
nearly be placed in the marks produced by the
fore-feet; although very wide-hipped horses will
occasionally place the hind-feet to the outside of
these marks—a peculiarity which is not to be
objected to, inasmuch as horses thus formed ave
commouly endowed with very great power in the
hind-quarters. The hind-legs should be freely
bent, picked up sharply, and carried forward
under the belly. A horse that seems to drag the
hind-legs, instead of lifting them cleverly, will
seldom be found to possess much power behind,
and, though he may be made to do for harness,
will never turn out a good jumper or prove a smart
hack.

In trotting it is very much the fashion to admire
those horses that bend the knee very much and
raise the leg high. These are generally termed
clamberers, from their action being such as would
enable them to run up a ladder, if such a feat
could be performed. This showy sort of pace
may do very well for those who keep a horse for
the mere purpose of an airing in the Park with a
view to attract attention, and to whom the admira-
tion of the cockney and the stripling, to say no-
thing of that of the fairer sex, is as the * breath
of their nostrils.” It is their delight,

“ Monstrari digito pratereuntium ;”
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and provided this treat be secured, they care not
what sort of animal they cross. A good, steady,
hunting-looking horse walking along the Park is
only eyed by the cognoscenti in horse-flesh, and
by them probably without audible remark, con-
sequently a nag of such unpretending ment will
not suit your Elégant ; but a hot, tightly-curbed
clamberer, with his tail carried lke that of a
Dutch pug, that makes a constant “ much ado
about nothing,” placing his feet down nearly in the
spot whence he raised them, is just the beast to
call forth the “ My vinky, vot an oss!” of the
Sunday-Park-ward importation from Whitechapel,
and consequently in the London season will ensure
plenty of customers, as more men buy horses from
vanity than from any motive of utility. These
horses are by dealers not inaptly called Flat-
catchers.

Horses with high action of this description never
cover much ground, and do as much work in
going one mile as a horse of less shewy, but really
better, action does in two. Moreover, the higher
the action the greater will be the wear and tear of
the legs; and on this account a high-stepper will
soon show wndgalls, bent legs, and other signs
of work, even though the distance he goes daily
may not be very great.

Occasionally a horse in trotting will be seen to
bend one knee rather more than the other, and in
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this case he will generally be found to have a
thrush, corn, splent, or some other complaint in
the leg or foot of that limb which is least raised.
Much of the action of a horse at any pace depends
upon his rider. Thus, a horse in walking, trotting,
or galloping, may be made by a good horseman
either to gather himself up closely, and as it were
fight with his fore-legs, raising them high and
throwing them out, or creep along in a totally
different style. A really good walker, however,
will always shew himself such, be he ridden in as
slovenly a manner as may be; but a moderately
good trotter may be made to step out and bend
his knee in a manner very unlike his usual mode
of going. This is done by the help of a sharp
curb, spurs, and the pressure of the legs, com-
bined with a nice hand that is capable of feeling
a horse whenever he throws himself forward, and
of giving him a /ift when he seems to be relapsing
into anything like a lack of spirit. A horse on
being spurred naturally flies forward, but the curb
at the same moment restraining him, he is thrown
upon his haunches, and the action of the fore-
legs gains in height what it loses in length. Horse -
dealers and their men are of course well aware of
this trick, and fail not to turn it to account. The
leg that is farthest from a purchaser is usually
employed for the purpose of spurring; but most
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horses will sufficiently indicate to a close observer,
by the switching of the tail, when he feels the
rowels. It is said that a really good dealer’s man
understands whether a horse is to be ridden for
purchase or sale, the two styles being totally diffe-
rent ; and thisis strictly true. I have seen a horse of
my own ridden repeatedly at a bar by one of these
gentry, and refuse the leap every time; but, on
mounting him myself, he took it without hesitation,
and would of course have done so before had I
been going to buy instead of to exchange him. Be
not, therefore, satisfied with seeing a dealer’s man
shew a horse, but let him be slowly trotted with
8 looge halter first, in order both to judge of his
style of action, and also of his being free from
.Jameness. If you can have him trotted gently
down hill, 8o much the better, for, if he be lame,
he will infallably show his defect much more while
going down a declivity than when on level ground.
In trotting, as in walking, it is essential that
the foot be placed firmly and flatly on the ground.
If the toe dig into the earth, the horse will always
be liable to trip, and cannot be a safe goer. The
wear of the shoe will indicate at unce if the prin-
cipal point of attrition be before or behind;
although, as the toe is longest in contact with the
ground on reising the foot, this part will almost
invariably be somewhat sooner destroyed than the
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rest of the shoe. Experience will, however, soon
shew if it be unduly worn, and subsequent obser-
vation will enable you to detect the cause in faulty
delivery of the feet.

Blood-horses—more particularly those that have
been in training—are apt to step nearer to the
ground than the half-bred horse. This they are
taught to do, in order that they may gaiu in the
length of their stride what would be wasted in
high action. They are thus made to cover a larger
extent of ground, and consequently to gallop
quicker than they would be enabled to do were
their action more rounded. These horses seldom
make very pleasant road hackneys, their early
habits causing them to raise the knce no higher
than when stepping on perfectly level turf; but
when a thorough-bred horse has not acquired this’
low gait, no animal is so delightful to ride, whether
on the road or in the field. The action of this
race of horses seems to be somewhat in extremes,
for those which have shewy action generally are
found to be particularly high steppers, and are
consequently useless on the Turf. To conclude
my remarks upon this pace, I will just observe,
that when you find a horse lifting his legs very
high, if you think you have, according to my
recommendation, already well examined his eyes,
do not.deem it time thrown away to scrutinize
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them yet a little more closely, for a horse with im-
perfect vision or totally blind is sure'to be a high-
stepper.

The canter is a pace which is fo great a favorite
with many people that every hackney well drilled
to it is sure to find many admirers. A good judge
of this pace does not like to see that species of
canter so often noticed in a very tractable and
quiet lady’s horse ; a style of going in which you
hear three distinct strokes of the feet upon the
ground, which are repeated after a slight pause.
This T call a three-legged canter. It is performed
slowly, with the legs but little raised from the
ground, and gives to the mind of a beholder the
idea of an animated rocking-horse. Horses with
this pace are nevertheless much esteemed by timid

‘ladies, or those of a certain age who are fond of
locomotion with the least possible expenditure of
human exertion. Such horse-women and their
cattle afford about as much pleasure to the eye of
a spectator as do the jog-jog old gentlemen who
stick out their legs, and suffer a pursy cob to roll
under them at a pace as nearly approximating as
may be to a walking trot, and imagine all the
while that the sleepy animal they bestride is
unequulled in pace, unrivalled in activity. That
such offcasts of horsemanship and their steeds
are well assorted I pretend not to deny; and,
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therefore, if you are on the look-out for an easy-
going pad for an antiquated lady or gentleman,
why the brute I have described is just the thing
for your purpose, otherwise I had not noticed
him; but if, on the other hand, you require a
smart, cantering hack, either to ride to covert, on
the road, or perchance to bear the lovely burthen
of some young lady full of life and spirits, pick
out one that throws himself well from the hind-
legs, performing as it were a succession of easy
leaps, and not one that raises himself up and lets
himself down again much after the fashion of an
Alderney cow when not stimulated to great exer-
tion. A horse in cantering should be accustomed
to lead with either leg as may be required, and
should also be made to do so, in order that the
wear and tear of both may be equal. Those horses
that shift their legs while going, and alternately
lead with one and the other, are generally strong
and active, and consequently preferable for this
reason, ceteris paribus.

It should not be forgotten that in the canter
the hind-legs should be thrown well under the
body, as in the other paces which I have already
noticed. The canter is a minor gallop; and as in
this latter pace it is requisite that a horse should
be able to stretch himself well out, and cover a
good quantity of ground, it will always be found
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that horses with an oblique shoulder will be more
likely to excel in galloping than those differently
formed. Now although a hack may not be re-
quired to gallop, still this obliquity of the shoulder
ensures a freedom of action before, which renders
a horse thus shaped little liable to fall or make
blunders, provided his feet and legs be good.
Thus a sloping shoulder is as requisite in the
cantering hackney as in the racer, and without it
the motions of the fore-legs will generally be found
cramped and defective.

I shall now proceed to say a few words respect-
ing the gallop, the only remaining pace that
requires to be noticed ; for in this country we do
not teach our horses to move both legs of the
same side simultaneously, as they do in the West
Indies (where horses with this action are much
valued on account of the ease of their motions),
and also in many parts of France, where a running
bidet of this description may frequently be met
with bestridden by a huge farmer, his legs enve-
loped in jack boots somewhat heavier than him-
self, and gracefully stuck out as far as possible
from the sides of his pony, whose easy run-and-
shuffle pace enables his rider to balance himself
upon the seat of honour without the trouble of
holding on by the knees.

In galloping there is an essential difference be-



115

tween the racer and the hunter or Park horse.
The former, from being constantly ridden in &
snaffle bridle, and having a very light boy on his
back, who is probably not strong enough to hold
him, acquires very generally a habit of going with
the head carried low, and the consequence of this
position (to which he is trained) is, that he does
not raise his legs high, but stretches them out,
thereby covering a greater quantity of ground in a
given number of strides than the horse whose
head, reined up or confined by the curb, is thereby
driven into more dashing but less speedy action.
Moreover the difference of the ground on which
the racer and huunter have to perform necessarily
occasions a dissimilarity in their style of going.
The former is always trained on level turf, and is
therefore unaccustomed to meet with obstacles in
his track ; accordingly he gallops near the ground,
fearless of any impediment to his progress. The
latter, on the contrary, encounters every species
of diversity of ground; now he gallops on turf,
and the next moment he is speeding across a
ploughed field studded with innumerable flints,
out of which he has to make his way over deep
ridge and furrow, to find himself perhaps in a
wood where stubs and roots beset his path at every
step. Such a horse cannot fail in a short time to
acquire a knack of lifting his limbs sufficiently
12
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high to enable him to surmount the difficulties
opposed to him, otherwise his rider runs a tolerable
chance of kissing Mother Earth every time he
mounts him ; and therefore it is that, in purchasing
a horse for the chase, you are not to expect or to
desire in him the same style of gallop as in the
racer. His action should be somewhat higher and
more rounded ; for were the hunter to stretch him-
self to the same extent as the racer, he would
frequently be unable to recover himself when on
difficult ground. Those horses whose feet may be
heard to beat four distinct and rapid strokes on
the ground at every stride are generally very strong
in their gallop, and particularly safe at the same
time. Their action is generally high, but they
carry their rider with amazing power, and create a
feeling of security which is sometimes wanting
while skimming over a field well covered with
mole-hills on & daisy-cutter.

A horse unusually high in his gallop must of
course perform a greater degree of labour in get-
ting over a certain quantity of ground than one
whose action is less shewy. As in the lofty
trotter, the legs soon give way from the battering
endured by the high galloper, an animal well
fitted to shew off in the Parks, but ill-calculated
for steady work. For the road or the field, then,
choose the horse whose gallop, without too great
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exertion to himself, ensures you from danger and
shews a good share of speed ; but in choosing a
racer, pick out one that extends himself well,
seems to go easily to himself, rather rises in the
hind quarters (which should be lengthy), and ap-
pears to be formed somewhat on the model of the
hare, that is to say, longer in the hind than in
the fore-legs.

It must be understood that in these “ Hints”—
these “ swea wripovra”—to purchasers of horses,
I do not pretend to go deeply into all the points,
properties, or defects of the animal on which I
write, otherwise I might dilate very considerably
on the formation proper to the racer; but as a vast
deal of the most useful discrimination is only to
be acquired by experience, and no man ought to
wish to purchase a horse for the Turf on his own
judgment until it be matured in that school, I
would recommend every one desirous of becoming
the owner of a Plate-horse either to be well ac-
quainted with his performances in public previous
to purchasing him, or, if he have never yet run,
to obtain if possible a trial of him with some
known horse, rather than choose him for mere
symmetry. A racer is never merely prized for his
beauty. He is a machine by which money is to
be won; and be he the ugliest animal ever foaled,
provided he can go faster than most others of his
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breed, he will be more valued than the hand-
somest blood-horse in the world without the neces-
sary quality of speed. With hacks and harness-
horses this is not the case. There we want beauty
combined with good and often with shewy action ;
but a fast racer or a splendid fencer of enduring
powers will fetch their price despite the want
of it.

Some horses in galloping will throw the hind-
legs so wide and so forward as to be before and
outside the fore-legs. This species of action is
certainly faulty, as it is often the cause of over-
reach and bruises of the heels. In a trot this
kind of action seldom occasions the above in-
juries; but in the hurry of a fast gallop, when a
horse too is very frequently thrown out of the
evenness of his pace by the application of the
spurs at a wrong moment, such accidents will
occasionally occur. Nevertheless they are seldom
of such moment as to lead you to reject an other-
wise good horse on account of this peculiarity in
his action, which I have already elsewhere said is
usually found in horses endowed with considerable
strength in the hind-quarters.

I have now concluded all the remarks that at
present occur to me on the subject of action, and
shall therefore only add, that, when buying a
horse, you will find your advantage in never
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choosing one that in any pace appears to drag his
hind-legs after him instead of throwing them
freely forwards. In the walk, trot, or gallop, this
springy action behind is absolutely indispensable.
Besides denoting strength and muscularity, it both
looks well and gives comfort to the rider. If you
find fault with the want of action in a horse’s
hind-legs, a dealer will be sure to reply, “ Oh!
never mind the Aind-legs, Sir; if he moves his
Jore-legs well, the others must follow.” This is a
truism which no one will dispute ; but, since they
are to follow, let them do so handsomely and with
vigour. I have already remarked that a sore back
may cause faulty action of the hind legs.

One word more respecting strength in a horse
generally. You will hear every one talking of a
horse’s bone, but no mention is ever made of his
muscles. Now bones are of themselves incapable
of any motion whatever ; they are merely the fixed
points to which the muscles, the active agents of
motion, are attached. The greater the expanse
of boune in those situations to which muscles are
affixed, the greater room will there consequently
be for their attachment to those parts ; and hence
the opinion that large bones beget large muscles.
This, however, i8s by no means a seguitur, and
consequently I would recommend you never to be
simply satisfied with the mere size of a horse’s
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-bones, unless they be covered by well-developed
muscles. Those parts to which are affixed strong
ligamentous expansions, as the knees, pasterns,
and hocks, should never be small; but too much
stress is generally laid upon the necessity of large
bone below the knee, a point of no great conse-
quence, unless the size of this part be dispropor-
tioned to others.

And now, having touched upon most of these
points to be first noticed in looking over a horse,
let us have him put quietly into his stall, and
proceed to examine him a little in the stable,
where we mey peradventure, by watching him,
discover some fault or other which must not be
lightly passed over.
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CHAPTER VII.

Ir a horse have any tricks or defects discoverable
in the stable, you may be quite sure that, if you
proceed to observe him there immediately after he
is led into his stall, the dealer or his satellites will
not allow him to rest a moment, but will keep
him constantly on the fret, either by cracking a
whip, speaking sharply, or by going up to him
every now and then under the pretence of altering
his clothes, tightening his head-stall or roller,
or by some similar manceuvre. Your best plan,
therefore, is to appear not to wish to pay any re-
gard to the horse you have an idea of purchasing,
but look at another, and order him to be led out.
While this second horse is undergoing the different
operations of having his mane and tail combed out,
his posteriors titillated by the enlivening admini-
stration of a small piece of ginger, and his head
decorated with a well pipe-clayed bridle, keep
your eye upon the first horse, and try if you can
detect any of the following defects or bad sym-
ptomts about him.
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I have already said that the horse that vents
frequently is sure to have bad digestion and weak
bowels. It is in the stable that you will have the
best opportunity of noticing this peculiarity. Here
also you will have perhaps the only chance of dis-
covering a crib-biter, which may be done, first,
by examining the manger in order to detect the
marks of the teeth; and, secondly, by remarking
if the horse attempt to lay hold of it: I say
attempt, because his master, by a slight wave of
the whip, will most assuredly not allow him to
crib outright in the presence of a customer.
Marks of the teeth upon the rack or manger are
not infallible sigus of a crib-biter, because many
a horse will lay hold of them while being cleaned,
and moreover they may have been made by some
other horse: still they are not to be overlooked.

Another trick, and a most wearying one, is also
indulged in in the stall: it is called weaving, and
consists in a constant rocking of the body from
side to side, alternately resting first on one fore-
leg, then on the other, without moving the hind-
quarters. This habit frequently originates in ten-
der feet, which at some period or other have been
in a state of inflammation, causing the animal
to shift from one leg to the other without inter~
mission for the purpose of obtaining a short respite
from pain. I have already remarked that some



123

horses with very good action will now and then,
in & most unaccountable manner, drop as if they
were shot, although no defect is to be observed
either in the legs or feet: I have known two horses
do this, and they were both weavers : consequently
1 consider it as a suspicious symptom of some-
thing being wrong, though this is by no means
always the case. Nevertheless, as a horse with
this fault is constantly working his fore-legs, in-
stead of allowing them to rest, it is one which
must render him less lively and less capable of
exertion than he otherwise would be.

In the manger, unless it have been recently
cleaned out, you may find proofs of the guidder,
by observing small balls of half-masticated hay,
which tenderness of the mouth or throat has pre-.
vented the animal from swallowing.

Should a horse be tender on one leg or foot, and
not shew the defect after having been whipped or
spurred, he will almost invariably extend the sore
limb on being allowed to rest for a short time in
hia stall. Corns may not unfrequently be detected
from this circumstance, although they may not
occasion lameness during exercise ; but whatever
may be the cause which leads a horse to rest his
leg, by extending it and sometimes bearing
only on the toe, you may be quite sure that it is
one which is scarcely likely to improve by work,
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and the probability is that he is a screw nursed for
sale.

The dung may generally be inspected in the
stall, and may be found to contain bots, or horse-
worms : if slimy and fetid, it will denote internal
derangement of some kind or other; if loose,
sloppy, and offensive, it will be evidence of a soft
and washy horse; and if full of unmasticated oats,
it will shew a greedy and voracious animal, or pos-
sibly some defect in the grinders or tenderness of
the lining membrane of the mouth. The habit of
bolting corn before it be properly chewed may be
prevented, or the complaint about the mouth may
probably admit of remedy; but the washy horse
will seldom, if ever, repay the care and attention
he will require.

Many horses are given to bite or kick in the
stable, and some indeed will previously pin you
against the side of the stall. All decidedly vicious
horses are to be carefully shunned; for though when
mounted they may be everything their rider may
desire, and maylearn to know and obey their master,
nothing can compensate for the injuries & stranger
may every now and then sustain from these brutes,
One warning of vice may be taken from the Aare-
eye, which is laterally prominent, and with whick
a horse is constantly looking behind him for the
purpose of saluting any one who approaches him
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with his heels. Another may be gleaned, from
observing that a horse’s hocks are scarred and
perhaps capped ; and a third, from the mark of a
strap buckled above the hock for the purpose of
preventing a kicker from indulging in that pleasing
pastime.

Some horses, when their clothes are stripped off
and the saddle is brought near them, will begin to
dung, and will repeatedly do so while the girths
are being drawn and other preparations made for
riding them. When you see this, you may almost
take it for granted that you have lighted upon a
hot, fiery, fretful brute, very spicey for a short time,
but capable of performing but little work, and that
at long intervals.

These are almost the only stable tricks which
are worth noticing, and by paying attention to
them, much of the character and disposition of a
horse may frequently be learnt. The other tricks
of shying, rearing, bolting, jibbing, and the de-
fects of hard mouth, boring on the hand, stumbling,
tripping, and occasionally lying down, cum multis
aliis, are best detected on trial ; and therefore it
is always advisable to take as little for granted
and as little from report as possible, and to form
your opinion by riding or driving (or both) every
horse before you pay your money for him.

T remember some years ago a horse called
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* Solicitor,” that was sold and resold at the ham-
mer a great number of times, always at a very low
price to a dealer, but sometimes at a tolerable
figure to gentlemen who did not know him. His
appearance was striking and his action good, and
thus those who were unacquainted with him always
thought they had got a great bargain if they ob-
tained him for about fifty pounds. This brute,
however, would undergo any and every species
of punishment rather than work, and, when har-
nessed, would very deliberately lie down when the
whip was applied to him. A short time ago too
a very remarkably fine horse was sold at the ham-
mer for I think six pounds, and disposed of im-
mediately afterwards for eighty. A friend of mine,
who knew him, told me that, after going a short
distance, he became perfectly paralytic, and could
not move in a straight line, and predicted that he
would ere long re-appear at auction, which pro-
phecy was fulfilled the following week. A third
horse belonging to a friend of mine was every few
days suddenly seized with rheumatism to such a
degree that he has been obliged to have him taken
out of harness in the streets, and put into the
nearest stable, which he had always great diffi-
culty in reaching: and a fourth 1 have known,
after having been run up and down a ride half a
dozen times, drop suddenly behind and become
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incapable of going farther. He had been proba-
bly hurt in the back at some period or other, and
on a little over-exertion of some muscle, the nerve
supplying it would be all at once affected, and
produce instant incapability of progression, and
lameness for a certain time.

These horses, after they become known to the
dealing fraternity, prove a rich harvest to them, for
they pick them up for a mere trifle, and then, after
having nursed them for a short time, advertise them
as “ the property of a gentleman going abroad;”
or of one “ who has met with an accident and
cannot ride;” or “of a lady or gentleman de-
ceased, and to be sold by order of the executors.”
These traps are generally baited with the assur-
ance that ¢ they will be parted with for half their
value ¢0 a kind master ;” and commonly finish
with the notice that “ no dealer need apply.”—At
first sight it would appear to the uninitiated that
this winding-up is on account of the unwillingness
of the owner to suffer his favorite horse to get into
the hands of any scamp who may play tricks with
him ; but the real truth is, that every dealer well
knows his brethren are not easily done, and con-
sequently the termination of the advertisement
saves useless trouble on both sides.

I had almost forgotten to say that horses that
have received any injury of the spine, or that have
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any complaint of the kidneys (which causes them
to bend or droop behind, and more or less impedes
the action of the hind-quarters), have among deal-
ers received the euphonious appellation of kidney-
droppers.

From what I have said respecting those tricks
and diseases which may not be immediately mani-
fest, but which are only discovered after a time,
the necessity of a sufficient trial before purchasing
a horse must be evident; and this, whenever it
can be obtained, should invariably be backed by a
warranty of soundness and freedom from vice. In
these days of the “ march of intellect,” nine gen~
tlemen out of ten are tolerably conversant with
the points and diseases of the horse, and on that
account, and for the purpose of avoiding disputes,
it has for a long time been the custom at Tatter-
sall’s to sell horses at auction without a warranty ;
but in that establishment every horse for sale on
Monday must be in the stables by four o’clock on
Friday ; and thus plenty of time is allowed both
for inspection and trial (in the ring adjoining the
yard) before the auction commences. Dealers
here are obliged, in common with others, to pur-
chase horses without a warranty ; but the stable-
men are generally in their interest, and obtain
from the groom the character of every horse that
comes into the yard, which they retail to the deal-
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ers, whose judgment is thus, in most cases, backed
by private intelligence from head-quarters. Never-
theless they of course do sometimes get taken in
as well as their neighbours, and consequently must
not be run down for selling a good horse, when
they happen to get one, for a much higher sum
than they have paid for him. Nothing is more
unfair than to call a man a rogue for making the
most of an animal that belongs to him, provided
he use no deceit in disposing of him; and if a
horse be sound and good, there is no precise limit
within the bounds of reason that can be put to his
price. There are many dealers in London that
have as good a character for honesty and fair
dealing as men in any other business; and although
it may be true that they frequently demand a
higher price for horses than they may possibly be
bought for elsewhere, they are not on that account
to be considered as acting unfairly. Any person,
without being a dealer, may now and then pick up
a horse a great bargain, especially in London,
where the vicissitades of fortunc, caprice, or any
other reasun, daily cause people to part with their
horses for almost any sum that may be bid for
them ; but it by no means follows that the person
thus becoming master of a valuable animal should
be considered a rogue if he sell him for two or
three times as much as he gave for him, provided
X
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always that he be disposed of without any misre-
presentation. Fancy, in short, goes so farin the
purchase of & horse, that no two people can be
found to agree in their opinion on this subject,
whether with reference to capabilities, points, or
value.

I shall now give a short description of the mode
very generally adopted by low dealers in selling a
horse. For this purpose T will suppose a horse
to be brought out for inspection that is a little lame
before : the factotum brings him out well-gingered,
and probably after having administered three or
four sharp cuts to his belly or legs—places where
wheals do not readily shew themselves—the animal
rushes out of the stable, his tail on end, his nostrils
dilated, and looking altogether exceedingly plucky
~alias extremely frightened. He is led to rising
ground, where he appears higher than he really
is, as his fore-legs are raised above the spot whence
you examine him. You proceed to inspect him,
and when you are about to feel the doubtful leg,
a sly wave of the whip—which the poor brute is all
along expecting to be applied to him—produces a
caper, which probably induces you to get out of
the way of being trodden on ; and this manceuvre is
constantly resorted to whenever you wish to pass
your hand down the game leg. At length, when you
get rather tired of this, the word is given, * Run on,
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Tom.” Crack goes the whip, the hat is taken off,
and a rattling noise is made by beating it with the
fist: away goes the horse, prancing, capering, and
cantering up the yard and back again, his head
well supported by a tight-held bit, and his shoulder
by that of the man who leads him. “I want to
see him trot, Mr. So-and-So; he seems to do
nothing but canter.” The dealer well knows the
lameness will be seen at this pace. “ Why don’t
you let the horse trot, Tom ?—the gen'leman wants
to see him fro¢ "’—(crack—crack—rattle—rattle).
Upon this ensues a second edition of the capering
and cantering. “ Beautiful trotter, Sir, 'pon my
word—but he won't settle into a trot here, Sir:
did fourteen miles within the hour no longer ago
than yesterday, with his knee up to his chin.—
That'll do, Tom, go in.”—* Stop, stop, I want to
see a little more of him.”—¢ Go in, Tom, go in:
what'll you give for him, Sir? He’s worth a hun-
dred—he is indeed. I refused a deal of money
for him last week, but I must go down to
fair the day after to-morrow, and so I’m determined
to sell off what I've got.”” Now should you make
an offer for him greater than the dealer would be
delighted to take, he is too great a philosopher to
manifest any joy at your bidding, but shakes his
head, tells you innumerable lies, which are all at
his fingers’ ends, and asks you a farther sum,
. K2
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Supposing he finds you peremptory in adhering to
your first offer, be comes down in his demands in
the following way :— Well, Sir, Ishall sell, as I
said afore, but you must spring a little, Sir. Now
do you ¢ry and buy him, Sir, and 1 dare say we
shall nnat fall

SHOQWING OFF A GROGGY SCREW,

* Upon this hint you speak,” and offer perhaps
two, three, or five pounds more.—* No, ’pon my
word you're too hard upon me, Sir: say two pounds
more, and he is yours, Sir—there now.”—* No;
I’ll not give another penny.”— Well, then, I tell
you what I suppose we must do, Sir, we must split
the difference, and you must give me a pound—
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that’s fair.’ This proposition is perhaps ac.
ceded to, and you find at length that your friend
the dealer would gladly have taken much less
than your first offer. However, of this be sure,
that so long as you manifest the slightest sym-
ptom of continuing to bid, so long will the bar-
gaining go on; and, supposing you to offer tep
pounds less than a dealer will sell for, he will then
ask ten pounds more than his price, in order that
the final proposal of “splitting the difference” may
obtain for him the sum he requires.

This being the case, after having acquired some
experience relative to the value of horses, you
should, when you have made up your mind as to
the price you are willing to give for one, never
allow your judgment to be warped by the repre-
sentations of the owner, whose interest it is to say
as much as possible in favour of his own property ;
nor suffer yourself to be tempted to offer a larger
sum than you conceive to be the worth of a horse
by accounts of his having “ leaped such a turnpike
gate,” or “left a whole field of hunters behind him
in a severe run,” or “trotted so many miles in
harness within the hgur,” unless you have a good
opportunity afforded you of ascertaining the truth
of these statements, or of putting their probability
to the test. .

It is the business of a horse-dealer to cry up
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his cattle above all others; but such is the horse-
mania with which nine Englishmen out of ten are
infected, that Gentlemen very seldom tell the
exact truth when dilating on the merits of their
own nag. I do not by any means intend to insi-
nuate that any gentleman will tell a wilful falsehood
respecting his horse; but such is the desire to
be thought to possess a good one, and to be con-
sidered a judge of horse-flesh, that every man,
almost unintentionally, is led to extol the qualities
of his horse in a somewhat exaggerated strain ; and
when he wants to part with him, he of course can-
not unsay what he has already said in his praise,
and consequently sells him with a character to
which he is perhaps not strictly entitled.

In purchesing a horse therefore, once more I
repeat, “ take nothing for granted,” even from a
friend (and this is saying a great deal, dut by no
means too much—ezperto crede), but have a trial
when you can get one, and form your own opinion,
out of which do not allow yourself to be talked.

Were it not for the extraordinary accounts that
we are constantly in the habit of seeing in the
newspapers of the mode ingwhich some men are
taken in by vagabond horse-dealers of the lowest
description, it would appear almost unnecessary
to notice some of the common tricks of these fel-
lows, so often have they been exposed; but as they
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are, in spite of their staleness, every now and then
successfully practised upon the unwery, an exposi-
tion of some of the manceuvres of these vagabonds
will not be misplaced.

One of their commonest tricks is to buy a fine-
looking but unsound horse, very frequently a rank
roarer, or a * bit of blood” that has broken down,
and advertise him with the usual excuses of sale
which I have already noticed. If he is for sale in
the hunting season, “ no fence is too high, nor
hounds too fast for him ;” or “ he is by Highflyer
or Cock Robin—(or some other horse that flour-
ished perhaps fifty years ago--for your dealer is
neither very well versed in the lore of the Racing
Calendar, nor very particular) —out of Skyscraper’s
dam, &c., and was bought of the breeder.” If he
is to be disposed of at the beginning of the summer
—*he is a delightful hack—a splendid park-horse
~has been a few times in harness and went very
quiet—has grand and fast action, and is parted
with for no fault, ill health being the owner’s
reason for selling him,” &c. Probably fifteen
pounds would well repay the advertiser for his
purchase, and he may be ready and delighted to
take that sum for him. Attracted by the descrip-
tion given of the horse (which is represeated as
being able to do everything but talk), a customer,
rather green, proceeds to inspect him. Half a
glance is sufficient to inform the dealer (who is
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generally in a groom’s livery, and says “ his master
is out of town”) that the person examining the
horse is a novice. There is a timidity about those
unaccustomed to horses, an awkwardness in hand-
ling them, and a want of method in their exami-
pation, that betrays the unpractised hand in a
moment to the experienced eye of a Coper, asa
low dealer is termed. He, therefore, unblushingly
asks three or four times the money that he is pre-
pared to take for his horse, and very fairly offers
o trial of him. ¢ Take him away for two or
three days, Sir, and do what you like with
him. Master won’t sell him to any one as ain’t
satisfied with him, and you’ll find him better
than I tells you he is,” Charmed with this liberal
mode of doing business, our flat accepts the offer,
and in an evil hour bestrides the horse, afler
leaving a deposit in the hands of the groom nearly
equalling the sum asked for him, besides giving that
worthy functionary & sovereign for himself for the
very honest information he has vouchsafed to be-
stow upon him, and for having promised for this
reward ‘ to get five or ten pounds thrown off the
price.”

The horse is walked off the stones, when his
rider begins to think that it will not be amiss to
try how his bargain can trot, and then does he “a
tale unfold.” Either he roars more sonorously
than do the united tenants of Van Amburgh’s



137

largest cage, or he turns dead lame, or displays
some vice which is by no means agreeable to an
unexperienced equestrian. He is accordingly
turned round, and his rider, indignation oozing at
every pore, takes him back to his stable, and calls
loudly for ¢ the Groom.” As well may he
¢ call spirits from the vasty deep!”

In answer to his summons appears an ostler, who

affirms that ‘ the gemman is gone; that he only

brought the ’oss there the night afore from the

country, and that he knows nothing about him.”

Here is a dilemma for a novice! Instead of the

deposit he has left being ten or fifteen pounds less

than the value of the horse, it is twenty pounds

more than he is worth; and the man who has got

his money will probably, if caught, take the bene-

fit of the “ Insolvent Act;” or give a bill for the

horse back again, sell him to another flat, and be

non est inventus when the bill becomes due; or he

may possibly, through the uninterested testimony

of that honest worthy, the ostler, prove that he

fairly sold the horse without a warranty, und that

the purchaser must be the loser by his want of

knowledge. On the one hand, there is the uncer-

tainty of finding a rogue whom this poor wight

knows not where to look for, and who perhaps is

metamorphosed into “a swell,” with formidable

moustaches, an eye-glass, and gold-headed cane ;
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in short, into a being who would never be recog-
nised as the smooth-haired unwhiskered groom,
with the narrow white handkerchief tied tightly
round his throat, the striped black and yellow
waistcoat, the bagging breeches, and knowing tops,
and who, unless discovered forthwith and with his
money in his pocket, and afterwards convicted of
roguery, is probably not worth a shilling: and on
the other hand'is a horse by which he certainly
now must lose money, but whose defects, if he will
take the trouble to study them, may save him a
deal of expenditure hereafter, and furnish him with
abundance of experience on many points worth
knowing. Then again there is the trouble of set-
ting constables on the look out for a man of whom
perhaps he can give but a very poor description—
and this point is a very weighty one with many
people—and the fees wherewith the palms of these
conscientious dignitaries are to be greased. On the
whole, then, many a man is disposed to put up
with his first loss as the least, and the vagabond
by whom he has been cheated is allowed to be at
large, and to practise similar frauds upon unwit-
ting customers whenever he can pick up a good
screw,—a species of animal prized beyond measure
by all that genus of rascals who do not scruple to
swear to the soundness of any animal they possess,
be their diseases and defects more numerous than
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those contained in the whole range of Professor
Coleman’s Lectures.

In order to illustrate the unblushing effrontery
with which your low dealer palms off an unsound
horse, I will relate one instance among many of
those in which I have laid bare the schemes of
these rascals. Being in want of a horse, and
having plenty of time on my hands, I one morn-
ing wrote down the addresses given in several
advertisements describing horses gifted with every
good quality that can well be imagined, and forth-
with proceeded to hunt up the owners of these
matchless steeds. In my peregrinations I lighted
upon two horses in the Red Lion Yard, Holborn
(a noted coper’s stable), one of which was a re-
markably fine brown horse that I thought would
suit my purpose. Accordingly I had him out,
and, thinking him a little lame in one foreleg,
would have nothing to do with him. In vain did
a groom in livery and a stable-boy in undress
endeavour to persuade me to “ take the horse on
trial for a week, and ride and drive him as I
liked.” I insisted on a reference, and was in-
formed that “ the horses belonged to a gentle-
man who lived in the first white house beyond
Streatham Church, and that his only reason for
selling them was that he had a dreadful complaint
in the kidneys, and had just undergone a terrible
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operation, performed by Sir Astley Cooper, who
declared he could not live many days.” Now it
80 happened that I was going that road, and,
therefore, having learnt the gentleman’s name, I
took my departure, resolved to give him a call as I
rode through Streatham. In the meantime I pro-
ceeded to the Portugal Stables, Lincoln’s Inn
Fields, where 1 found two uncommonly handsome
horses ¢ warranted sound in every respect.” I
was told “ they belonged to a Captain Somebody,
at Acton-Bottom, and that he was ordered to join
his regiment abroad immediately, and consequently
would part with his horses for much less than
their real value. This finale to the description
led me to inspect them rather closely, notwith-
standing they were the property of a gentleman.
One, a bay horse, T found to be a roarer; and
the other, one of the handsomest chesnut horses
I ever saw, had so terrible a canker of one foot
that I was certain he must be dead lame. How-
ever, to set the matter at rest, I desired the man
to lead him out and run him up and down the
street. Upon this I was given to understand that
¢ the parochial authorities had ordered that no
led horses should be allowed to be shewn off in
that parish !” This, of course, I knew to be a
lie ; but to dispute the matter being perfectly use-
less, I desired that the horse might be saddled
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and bridled, and ridden in the square. The ex-
cuse for not complying with this request was,
“ that the groom had taken back the saddles and
bridles to Acton, and that they had not one in the
stable.” While this explanation was in course of
being made, the door opened, and “ the Captain”
entered, accoutred in a black frock coat, from the
collar of which depended an eye-glass, wearing a
formidable pair of spurs, and having in his hand
a cane of some pretensions. He at once confirmed
what his man had stated, and assured me both
horses were perfectly sound and quiet. To this I
replied, that “ the bay horse was certainly a roarer,
and I had every reason to believe that the ches-
nut must be lame.”—“ Why ...... ” replied the
Captain, stammering, * the fact is he is a little of
a roarer, but I assure you you won’t hear him in
harness.” Here was an admission of falsehood
which was quite enough to satisfy any one of the
character of the person he had to deal with ; and
besides I well knew my military friend’s face at
every auction of horses at which I had happened
to be present, to say nothing of that indescribable
something which betrayed the would-be gentle-
man. As nothing could induce him to allow the
chesnut horse to be taken out of the stable, I took
my leave, and, on passing through Streatham the
same day, made many and futile inquiries for the
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unfortunate gentleman who was so soon to take
his departure for the other world under the auspices
of Sir Astley. No one had ever heard of such a
name in the village, and the blacksmith, whose
forge was close to the church, had never shod any
such person’s horses. Being in town the following
morning, and passing through Holborn, I had the
brown horse out again, for his lameness was so
trifling that I was almost undecided whether I
should not buy, and endeavour to cure him. The
groom of course swore “ the horse had never been
lame, and that his master being all but defunct, if
I would give him a guinea for himself, 1 should
have the horse a bargain.” He was perfectly
astonished that I should not have been able to dis-
cover his master’s residence, and was proceeding
with a long detail of his complaints and sufferings,
when the stable-boy, who was utterly ignorant of
this portion of the plot, suddenly emerged from
the stable and exclaimed, ¢ here comes master,”—
“ Why,” said I, “ I thought you told me he could
not leave his bed.”—* He is obliged to come up
now and then to see Sir Astley, Sir.” I turned
round, and, coming up the yard with amazing
vigor for a man with a mortal complaint of the
kidneys, and altogether with a truly wonderful air
of nonchalarce for an unfortunate wretch who had
only a few days to live, did I behold rue Acron-
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Borrom Captain! The fellow could not repress
a grin, which, to do his character credit, in nowise
betrayed the slightest symptom of awkwardness
in being detected in a second falsehood, and im-
mediately launched forth in praise of the horse I
was looking at, as though he cared not a rush for
the ezposé of his want of veracity the day before,
and considered that such representations were all
to be considered as made “in the way of busi-
ness.”

It is almost necedless to add that I had no far-
ther business with him, but walked out of the
yard before he had well got through the exordium
of his panegyric on the brown horse.

Were I to detail the numerous deceptions that
are daily practised in this way, and the barefaced
lies that are hourly told by dealers of no credit
and their under-strappers, I should impose upon
myself a task as endless as Penelope’s web ;
therefore “ ex uno disce omnes ;” and whenever
you hear a long tale about a horse from a sus-
picious agent, and cannot procure a reference to a
gentleman, or a sufficient trial, you may safely
take it for granted that all you have been told is
a tissue of lies, and that if you buy a horse from
the description given you by a dealer’s man, you
will be wofully disappointed in your expectatious
of having made a good bargain,
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In spite, however, of all I have said on this
subject, it is ten to one that a novice, after having
carefully booked all my admonitions, will, on the
very first occasion of coming in contact with a
cunning dealer, allow himself to be talked out of
his better judgment, and persuaded to buy a horse
that he is almost certain will not suit him. Such
is the force of a horse-dealer’s eloquence, such is
the easy flow and vividness of his descriptions,
and such the beauty and captivating aptness of
his similes, that, great as is the fame of Cicero
and Demosthenes, were they alive at this day,
and to do the utmost their fancy could suggest in
praise of a horse, the flowers of their oratory
would seem withered and faded when compared to
the bright colowrs in which the lowest of our
English copers and horse-chaunters pourtray their
imaginings. What fast-flowing fancies of delight
must inevitably seize upon the mind of the tyro in
horse-dealing—predetermined to be cautious, and
have his eyes wide open to the slightest defect—
when he hears a horse extolled as “ gay as a pea-
cock— fine as a star—full of pluck as a game-cock
—that can gallop as fast as you can clap your
hands—jump like a buck,” &c., it is by no means
difficult to conceive. He sees himself in imagina-
tion mounted upon a horse of this description—he
outstrips every horse with the Royal Stag-hounds
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—he tops fences and clears brooks that no other
hunter will face—he wilfully passes over some faults
that he cannot help noticing—he pays his cash—
and finds that he has luckily half his money’s
worth, and has bought, ... .. experience !

A friend of mine was once done in the fol-
lowing way. He repaired, with more cash than
wisdom, to the stables of a horse-dealer, and, hav-
ing selected a nag that he thought would suit his
purpose, demanded the price. The dealer, per-
ceiving his customer to be a little greer, immedi-
ately asked about fifteen pounds more than he
meant to take, and, finding that the price was not
objected to, began no doubt to think himself an
egregrious ass for not having demanded more.
He, therefore, requested my friend to look round
his stables, and to try some other horses; and,
while thus employed, despatched a message to a
confederate, who quickly arrived as a stranger, and
unhesitatingly bought the horse first brought out
at all the money that was asked for him, declaring
ke had never picked up such a bargain. In this
assertion he was strenuously backed by the dealer,
who regretted that my friend had not decided at
once upon taking so cheap a horse himself, and
added in a whisper, “ Offer him five pounds for
his bargain, Sir, I know something about him ;
he’ll sell.”—¢ Upon this hint he spake,” and to

L
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some purpose too, for he of course got the horse,
and learned a lesson in dealing into the bargain—
his purchase turning out, when minus the ginger
and threats of the coper’s yard, a very sorry beast
indeed !

In no place is confederacy more resorted to than
at horse-auctions. There, if you chance to look at
a dealer’s horse, you will probably be entertained
by the discourse of two fellows, directed at but
not o you, respecting the wonderful qualities of
the animal your attention is drawn to. If worth
ten pounds, you will probably hear something of
the following nature :—¢ S’help me God, Bill,
sound as a rock, an’ only comin’ six this grass.
There—I know'd him ven Tom Smith druv him in
a four-v’ll shay all the vay down to St. Alban’s in
an hour and twenty minutes, an’ then rid him with
the fox-hounds all day, and he com’d home in the
evenin’ as gay as a lark ! I dare say he von’t
fetch much more nor a score, an’ 7 means to have
him if he goes anything like that price. Ven he's
in condition I think he’s the ’andsomest ’oss as you
can see; an’ sich a-goer! You need not cough
him, Sir; Lor’ bless you, his vind’s as clear as a
vistle. He can go longer and further nor you'd
like to ride him without stoppin’!” .

At length the horse goes to the hammer. Some
friends, who are put up to the scheme, get about
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him and keep you at a respectful distance, while
an animated bidding goes on, until, thinking the
horse must be cheap to attract the admiration of
so many good judges, you are perhaps induced to
nod your head to the auctioneer when the bidding
has reached eighteen guineas. You find you have
Jjust bid the very money he must be exactly worth ;
for, strange to say, no one of all the numerous host
80 anxious to possess him offers a penny above
you. What is still more pleasant, you are urged
on by some low vagabond at your elbow to buy
the horse, who, when you have purchased him,
hopes you will ¢ remember him for his recommen-
dation :” or, which is still more probable, he asks
permission to bid for you, assuring you that his
brother dealers will not bid against kim, and that
you will thus get the horse cheap. This kind
friend eventually asks a guinea for buying him,
and thus your ten-pound horse costs you about
twice as much as he is worth.

It may be imagined that such tricks are ounly
played off at those auctions where very low-priced
horses are sold ; but the truth is, that, although
there is more scope there for the exercise of the
low dealer's cunning, particularly if a gentleman
attempt to buy horses at them, there is no auction
that is not regularly frequented by these guinea-
‘hunters, as they are called, and where a good-look-

L2
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ing screw is not sent for sale almost as frequently
as elsewhere.

Does a dealer buy, or appear to buy (for they
are frequently the only bidders for their own pro-
perty), a horse at auction, and you offer him a
certain sum above what he has given, he will tell
you that “ he has paid away so much in tke ring ;”
by which expression is meant, all the dealers who
would have bid against him had he not bought
them off. Thus a horse is knocked down for
twenty pounds, and you offer the purchaser two or
three and twenty pounds for him : the answer is,
that ¢ four pounds have been given away among
other dealers, and that you cannot have him for
less than five-and-twenty guineas.” As for the
truth of this assertion, you may believe just as
much of it as you please; the real value of the
horse is the only thing to be considered.

It would be as tedious as impossible to detail all
the manceuvres and tricks of the lower class of
horse-dealers, and, therefore, it may be as well to
sum up the list of their offences against common
honesty, by saying, thata very great porportion of
them do not hesitate to put in practice any species
of rascality, no matter of what description, in order
to tuke in the unwary, and pluck a feather from
the wing of that goose, the public, relying chiefly
upon their own unblushing effrontery to preserve
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them from the magisterial fang, and upon their
poverty to defend them from the chance of being
sued at law.

At the same time that I make this declaration,
I would remark that to every rule there are excep-
tions, and I should be sorry to imagine that every
horse-dealer who is not rich enough to purchase
first-rate horses must ipso facto be a rogue; bhut
still the force of example, and the contaminating
association with unscrupulous knaves, must go far
to take off the sharp edge of honesty; and I
would, therefore, instil into you the rule, that it is
best in purchasing a horse of a dealer, whom you
know nothing of, to “ close your ears carefully
with cotton, and to open your eyes to their fullest
extent.”
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CHAPTER VIIIL

SOME REMARKS ON STABLING AND THE
MANAGEMENT OF HORSES.

TrERE are but few owners of horses who go to the
expense of building stables. These who do so,
and without regard to expense, can of course erect
them on a plan which will ensure every comfort
and advantage to the horses that are to inhabit
them ; and, therefore, on this subject I shall have
but few remarks to make. Very many ill-arranged
stables may nevertheless be greatly improved by a
few trifling alterations ; and the observations I may
have to make on this head must serve in some
measure as a guide to those who are about to re-
build.

It must ever be borne in mind that the first
grand requisite towards health and condition is
thorough ventilation. Without this, a horse, if not
actually the subject of disease, as is too often the
case, becomes languid and incapable of much exer-
tion. His muscles waste, and have not that firm,
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hard, elastic feel which those of a well-conditioned
horse impart ; and if suffered for any length of
time to inhabit a close and ill-ventilated stable, he
will invariably betray symptoms of actual local
disease, independent of his general want of vigor.
The eyes are a part of the body which very soon
suffer from being subjected to hot and impure air,
whenever impregnated with the effluvia of dung or
urine allowed to accumulate in a stable ; and when
the greatest attention is paid to cleanliness, if there
be not a free ingress and egress for pure and fresh
air, the lungs will soon become actually diseased,
or in a state to be very easily affected by slight
causes of irritation.

Many people imagine that it is quite sufficient
to admit air into a stable; but this is an error.
Not only must there be a sufficient provision for
the entrance of fresh air into the stable, but like-
wise an aperture where it may make its escape,.
and thus create a draught, by which all impurities,
in the atmosphere may be carried off,

Good air, it must never be forgotten, is the
pabulum vite. The blood is generally so denomi-
nated ; and it is very true that from that source
all the secretions of the body are derived, and
the health and vigor of the frame kept up. But
before the blood can become in a fit state to carry
on life AT ALL, it must be subjected, in its passage
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through the lungs, to the action of the atmos-
phere ; and the purer this is, the greater will be
its effect upon the blood, and consequently upon
the constitution in general. Hence it is not by any
means difficult to imagine how great a desidera-
tum is uncontaminated air to animal life, and how
surely the deprivation of it must create debility,
and eventually lead to disease. Glanders—the
stable-plague—is a very frequent result of confine-
ment in a close atmosphere, and, being highly
infectious, is not always got rid of by the strictest
attention to cleanliness and ventilation, even long
after horses affected with that complaint have been
removed.

I have generally found that the best plan of
ventilating e close stable is to cut a large double
trap-door in the floor of the lofi, and to make an
aperture, if there be not one already, above the
stable door, which may be partially or entirely
closed by a hinged shutter, sawn into two or three
pieces, and one or more of which may be closed
or left open at pleasure.

Where there is no loft to the stable, a hole of
sufficient magnitude should be made in the roof,
which should be covered by a small square turret,
about two feet in height, with a shutter on each
side. Either of these may be closed according to
the wind or the state of the weather. A stable
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with a Joft is, however, in my opinion far prefer-
able to one without. It may be made quite as
warm as any other in winter, and is much cooler
in summer, as horses do not stand directly under
the roof, which, whether tiled or slated, acquires a
considerable degree of heat from exposure to the
sun. The loft of a stable, on the other hand, can
always be kept cool by leaving the door open, in
addition to both flaps of the double trap-door
already mentioned, and thus a superstratum of
cool air can be constantly kept up.

A stable with a loft should always be ceiled to
prevent dust from falling upon the horses through
the boards of the loft-floor. With regard to the
quantity of light to be admitted into a stable,
much difference of opinion prevails. For my own
part, I should say never let your stable be dark.
Darkness keeps a horse constantly dozing, and
tends to create a want of activity and liveliness,
which those who are advocates for little light pre-
tend ere thereby augmented when a horse is taken
out to exercise. I do not believe a word of this
myself, and will contend that plenty of light ad-
mitted into a stable renders a horse cheerful, and
furnishes the natural stimulus to the eyes, which,
if long kept in darkness, are extremely -irritable
on being brought into the glare of day, and cause
a horse to go for some time, until he becomes ac-
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customed to the light, as though he were moon-
blind.

Your stable windows should always be made to
open; and, where a horse is allowed to be loose,
should have iron-bars within sufficiently close to
each other to prevent his poking his nose between
them. This is the best economy, for without them
you will find yourself compelled every week to
replace broken squares of glass. Horses that are
kept without much work soon become mis-
chievous; and I have often remarked that they
will get into a habit of breaking the windows of
their stable by rubbing their noses against them,
first gently, and theun a little harder, until they
find out just the degree of force necessary to
accomplish their object, which, when obtained,
seems to please them greatly, and affords a species
of pastime which soon becomes habitual.

In building a stable, loftiness and plenty of
room behind the horses are two grand desiderata.
The clear width of the stalls inside the wood-work
should not be less than six feet, and the divisions
between them not less than seven clear of the
manger ; as, where they are shorter, horses very
frequently kick each other. It is very much the
fashion to make the floor of the stall much higher
near the manger than behind. All dealers’ stables
are built in this manner, for the purpose of shew-
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ing off the horses in them, as it causes them to
appear one or two inches higher than they really
are. Nevertheless a person who consults appear-
ances less than his horse’s comfort will never al-
low him to stand constantly on rising ground,
which is a most fatiguing position for the legs.
The way in which a horse standing in a stall with
a considerable rise constantly shifts one leg and
then the other, resting them alternately, sufficiently
demonstrates the uneasiness of his position, to say
nothing of the constant strain upon the back sinews
which it occasions. A slight descent in a stall is,
however, desirable for the purpose of carrying off
the urine, though many people prefer that their
horses should stand with their hind legs more ele-
vated than any other part. Perfectly level ground
affords undoubtedly the most comfortable standing
for any four-footed animal ; but the advantages of
draining must not be overlooked, and a little ad-
ditional straw can very easily be laid towards a
horse’s heels, where that part is lowest. The
paving of each stall should gradually incline
towards a drain at the bottom of the stalls,
made with a very considerable slope in order that
the urine which falls into it may be immediately
carried away from the stable. This drain immedi-
ately receives the urine from a mare; and a se-
cond should be made in the centre of each stall,
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covered with a fine grating, to catch that from a
horse. Several pails of water should every now
and then be thrown down this latter drain,
and the mouth of it, which should always be co-
vered by a trap, examined to see that its course be
free; for, depend upon it, that every bad smell
allowed to remain for any length of time in your
stable cannot but be highly injurious to your
horses.

I am not by any means an advocate for those
basin-shaped mangers which are now so common.
The old-fashioned manger, in my opinion, is far
preferable. Many a hungry horse, on putting his
nose into a feed of oats, throws it right and left,
and consequently spills a considerable quantity
out of these small mangers, or hits his jaws
against the sides, if, as is frequently the case,
they are curved inwards to prevent the waste of
corn. Besides, a greedy horse and one that is
given to bolt his food requires that it should be
spread thinly over a large surface, a thing which
is impossible in a small manger, where the corn,
being laid in a heap, allows a horse to take a
large quantity into his mouth at a time, and as
he has no trouble in picking it up, to swallow it
before it be half masticated. Added to this, few
horses; while feeding, will keep their heads con-
stantly over a very small manger, and consequent-
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ly they let drop into the stall a quantity of oats,
which, with a larger manger, would have been
saved.

Itis a good plan to have the edge of a man-
ger sheeted with iron. It prevents horses from
acquiring a knack, which they easily get, of gnaw-
ing their manger—a habit which frequently insti-
gates to crib-biting, the most detestable of all nui-
sances. Many crib-biters, unless hardened in
sin, will also refuse to bite an iron-bound manger;
and as the expense of that metal is not great, the
propriety of employing it as a saving in the article
of new mangers, and as a preventive of the ac-
quirement of a bad habit, is obvious.

With respect to your rack, let that also be of
iron, and placed as low as possible, so that it
stand clear of the manger, and leave sufficient
room for a horse to get his head comfortably be-
tween the two. I am well convinced that those
racks which are placed so high as to make a horse
raise his head much to get at his food are injuri-
ous. The natural position of a horse’s head in
feeding will at once demonstrate the absurdity of
making him raise it very high to reach his hay;
added to which, he every now and then, in pul-
ling it from his rack, shakes some hay-seeds into
his eyes, which produce irritation there, and may
render him unserviceable for some days.
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A well-regulated stable ought to be supplied
with a thermometer. Nothing conduces more to
the well-being of any animal than keeping him
in a proper and equal temperature. I would ne-
ver advise that a stable should be kept hot ; and,
after what I have already said of the necessity of
free ventilation, it will naturally be supposed that
I am no advocate for totally excluding the air at
any time. But the weather must of course regu-
late the quantity to be admitted at different times ;
and in order to ascertain this point a thermometer
is an extremely useful guide. Feel your horse’s
hide under his clothes occasionally, and take care
that it be always perfectly warm. No animal will
ever thrive while it continues to feel cold, and the
horse perhaps least of any. Plenty of fresh air
to breathe, and plenty of good clothes to keep up
the circulation in the skin, are two absolute es-
sentials to good condition. In addition to body-
clothes, whenever the extremities feel cold, apply
dry flannel bandages loosely round the legs. Of
these I shall have more to say presently. 1 have
known hunting-grooms keep their studs constant-
ly in a temperature of 669, but this I think rather
too high: such a degree of heat obliges them to
be kept in brisk exercise when they are out, or
they will be very liable to colds and inflamma-
tions. ’
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It is almost unnecessary to say, that, in con-
junction with free ventilation, cleanliness in every
department of the stable is a requisite of the
highest importance. It is not simply sufficient
that impure air should find a ready vent; it
should never be generated. The act of respira-
tion deprives atmospheric air of one of its com-
ponent parts essential to the continuance of life,
and hence the necessity of affording a fresh sup-
ply of it to all animals. In speaking, however,
of impure air, I do not allude to that which has
already been respired, but to that which is im-
pregnated with exhalations from dung, urine, or
other noxious substances. It must be evident
to every thinking person that nothing can be more
prejudicial to the health and consequent vigour of
the horse than his being suffered constantly to
breathe an atmosphere loaded with the effluvia
of putrescent matter; and yet nothing is perhaps
so common as to find stables, to all appearance
kept in the nicest order, in which but a moderate
attention is paid to the avoidance of this fruitful
source of debility and disease. It is a very fa-
vorite plan with many grooms, if not strictly look-
ed after, to sweep up the stable at night, and
then, instead of carrying the dung away at once,
to hide it under the corner of a horse’s bed, to be
removed perhaps the next or the following day.
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Thus during the whole of the night is an animal
left to breathe an air contaminated with miasmata
from matter in a state of decomposition, and
which very frequently, on being first voided, oc-
casions a most intolerable smell of a highly pun-
gent character, which, as I have already remark-
ed, is as injurious to the eyes, from its stimulating
properties, as it is detrimental to health from its-
effects upon the blood.

As for the straw which is impregnated with
urine, it is the invariable custom of nineteen
grooms out of twenty to allow it to remain at the
bottom of a horse’s bed for several days, when it
is at length cleaned away; and let any one re-
main in a stable thus kept while this operation is
being performed, and try the effect it has upon
his own eyes, if he wish to judge of it upon those of
his horses. This Augaean labor is termed “ mucke
ing out ;” and whenever you hear the expression
used by your groom, be sure that his habits are
not of the cleanliest order. In fact such an operation
as “ mucking out” should, in a well-regulated
stable, be an impossibility, for there never should
be any “ muck ” to take away. I remember hav-.
ing heard that a crusty old merchant, whose name
I will not mention, was always in the habit of
asking an applicant for a clerk’s berth whether he
was a good hand at  scratching out.” If the an-
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swer was in the affirmative, the reply always was,
¢ then, nxy good fellow, you won’t do for me, for
my clerks must never make mistakes.” You may,
therefore, previously to hiring a groom, ask him
“how often he mucks out,” and should he say
“ once a week, or twice a week, Sir,” the sooner
he “ mucks himself out” the better. Some of
these gentry, indeed, think that to look after a
horse properly requires no sort of training to the
business at all; and I have known one of them
who-applied for the situation of groom to a gentle-
man, who kept hunters too, acknowledge very
cavalierly “that he did not know much about
nags, but had looked arter a caow a good bit !"

A horse’s bed should be shaken out regularly
every morning, every particle of dirt or foul straw
removed, and the stones swept perfectly clean.
Whetever portion of the straw is retained should
be tdcked under the manger; and never allowed
to remaain under a horse unless he have done hard
work on the previous day and seem disposed to lie
down. This is a case which requires that the ge-
neral rule should be departed from ; but, as a com-
men practice, no habit is more injurious to &
horss’s feet than that of suffering them to remmin
constantly buried in straw. “Itis generally allowed:
thet the fest- of cavalry horses, taking them-
oné‘with abother, aré-more free from disease thein

: x ;
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those of private individuals, and I believe that in
no horse regiment in our service is the litter al-
lowed to remain all day under a horse’s feet. For
my own part, I like to see a stable well swept out,
_and the horses standing on the bare stones; but
I do not imagine that much injury can result to
the feet from standing on a very thin layer of
straw, where it is considered as improving the
appearance of a stable: however, the less straw
80 ased the better, except in very cold weather,
While horses are at exercise the stable should
every now and then be washed out, and the man-
gers scalded with hot water and scraped. The
urine, and whatever litter or dirt may have fallen
into the common drain, should be removed, and
never allowed, even for a single day, to accumu-
late either in or near the stable. Unless the wea-
ther be very damp, let the door and windows be
left open while the horses are out, and take care
that neither dogs nor fowls have access. Some
people are very fond of keeping dogs in a stable,
and others allow pouiltry to enter whenever they
please ; by which pleasing amalgamation of the
smells of a hen-house and kennel, they keep theis
horses ready to fall victims to the first serious man
My by which they may be attacked, - .« .«
+ ‘When your horse is about to be done upfoﬂb
mgbt, -do you go into the stable, unless you have
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a: groom whom you can perfectly trust, and see
that. all the litter be well shaken, so that there
shall be no clods or lumps in it, and that there be
plenty of it, and well laid up at the sides and
corners, Let the clothes be put on afresh, and
remember, if they should hang too much over a
horse’s quarters, they are not to be drawn up
against the coat, but to be taken off and put on
again. Next see that they lie evenly under the
roller—a spring roller—that is, one made with
elastic bands, the inventor of which is Mr. Cole-
man of the Turf Hotel, St. Alban’s, who always
keeps a good stock of them on hand. Do not
let the fore-piece of the head-stall press on the
roots of the ears, and put your hand under the
cloth where it covers part of the neck to ascertain
that the mane lies evenly under it, otherwise it
will goon acquire a disposition to lie on the wrong
side.

This done, feel your horse’s legs all round, and
be eertain that they be comfortably warm ; for if
the blood do not circulate freely in the extre-
mities, the horse will probably remain chilled
during the whole of the night. Moreover, cold-
neis of the lzegs and nose, and ears, is oftentimes
a symptom of greater evil than may at first be
tmisgined, and, therefore, it is necessary to correct

itas soon as discovered. For this purpose. let
. 2
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your groom handrub the legs assiduously for some
time after they begin to feel warm, and . after
wards apply loose and warm flannel bandages to
them to ensure their remaining so. To handrub
8 horee’s legs effectually, it is a good plan to
have a pair of gloves shaped like a bag witha
thumb to it, and made of the same material as a
horse’s nose-bag. This is a system adopted in
our cavalry regiments in India, where every horse’s
legs are regularly rubbed every night and morn-
ing for a certain length of time, the trumpet
marking the period allotted for rubbing each leg.
Gloves made of the material already mentioned
are also there used for cleaning every part .of
the body, and it would be well if they were
employed in this country during the time that
& horse is shedding his coat; for if a brush be
much used then, some horses will soon become
almost entirely stripped of their coat, and liable
to take cold.

Every horse’s feet, and particularly those that
are rather brittle, should be regularly stopped at
lenst three times a week with moist cow-dung
(to which-those who like it may add s little clay),
or else with the pads of which 1 have aiready
made mention, soasked in-water. . In addition to
thiig they shiould-twice in the week.be well hrushod
with a mixture of equal weights of tar:
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welted together, which precaution will save many
& brittle hoof from cracking.

* After horses are done up for the night, I have
almost invariably been in the habit myself either
of remaining a few minutes in the stable, after
the light has been extinguished, or of returning
there in a short time without a candle, in order to
be perfectly assured that no sparks have fallen
among the litter. Few people will take the trou-
ble to do this, although it be not very great; but
when we consider that a horse’s litter and the
greater part of his provender consist of the most
inflammable materials, and that when once a horse’
smells fire nothing will induce him to move, it can
hardly be supposed that a precaution so easily
taken ought to be weighed in the balance with
the remotest chance of losing one or more valu-
able horses, if the injury go no farther. When
a gentleman gives an eye to his own stable, the
habit of going into it a short time after the light
has been removed, and of putting his head for a
‘minate or two into the Joft, -is very soon acquired,
“@itid-is then not thought troublesome.

*’f shall now proceed to say a few words on the
webject of cleaning a horse, one which it is very
‘fequisite that every master of horses shonid un-
‘deutand, or very many grooms will slur over this
-part of their business if they find that they esa
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do so with impunity. I like to see a mau-pro-
ceed systematically with the operation of grobm-
ing a horse, never leaving any part until it bé
completely and thoroughly cleaned with whatever
implement he may for the time have in hand.
You will frequently see a man not accustomed to
look after horses first rub the shoulder a little,
then the hind-quarters, and then one or other of
the legs, and so skip about from one part to ano-
ther until he knows not which is cleaned and
‘which is untouched. A good groom, on the con-
trary, first takes a horse’s head by the ears if cold,
and rubs them gently until they are perfectly dry
and warm. This is particularly necessary if the
horse have come off a journey, and is heated,
for nothing tends to render a horse so uncoi-
fortable as to have his head wet and cold. The
principal part of the mud and dirt, if there be
any, being rubbed or scraped off, he next pro-
ceeds to rub the legs with a large whisp of dry
straw, and continues this operation until they
become perfectly warm ; after which a dry rolier
is loosely applied to each, to be replaced by others
when the horse is left to himself. Very mamy
grooms are in the habit of washing the legs amd
ﬁ;etassoonasa.horsecomesm, but this is trest-
miént to which I most decidedly object. - If we
cousider ‘for a woment that the circalation is
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greatly accelerated by exertion, and that the legs
and feet of all parts are perhaps the fullest of
blood when a horse has been ridden fast, it will
not. require any conjuror to shew us the impro-
priety of plunging them into cold water, thereby
checking the perspiration, even though bandages
be immediately afterwards applied. This mode
of treatment frequently produces rheumatism or
grease (the latter perhaps from excessive reaction,
the former from the want of it), and I am of
opinion that it also very often lays the foundation
of that chronic inflammation of the feet which
terminates in flattened soles or completely pumiced
feet. Always, therefore, insist upon your horse
being perfectly cool before his feet be washed ;
and as for his legs, if you take my advice, you
will never suffer them to be washed at all after
severe work ; the sponge and water-brush being
at best a lazy substitute for the whisp and body-
brush. The circulation being well established in
the extremities, your groom should then begin to
whisp the head and jaws, and proceed regularly
with the neck, shoulders, fore-hand, body, parti-
cularly the belly, and hind-quarters. They should
seach be afterwards well brushed, and then rubbed
sver with & damp hay whisp, after which & good

strapping. with a dry cloth will complete the busi-
»nee6. The fore-lock, mane, and tail beang we!l
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combed and brushed, the clothes may next be put
on, and then the eyes, nose, and lips may be
cleaned with & damp sponge (which, by the bye,
should be used to the eyes first lest they should
receive any discharge from the nose); and the
under part of the tail and cleft between the quar-
ters should be similarly treated. These things
done, let your horse’s feet be washed out, dut
not his heels; let the bandages be removed, the
legs well rubbed again, and clean dry bandages
be applied. . Should a horse come in fatigued and
distressed, from a hard day’s hunting we will say,
do not plague him with all the cleaning and dres-
sing I have recommended, but take the mud off
him, whisp him over till he be dry, clean his foet
out and stop them, bandage his legs, and then
making him a good soft bed, give him half u
peilfal of white water (a mixture of oatmeal and
water), if he have not already had it, with what
corn you consider necessary, and leave him to
himself. For the sake of cleanliness let your
horse’s heels be well washed twice or thrice a
week, when he is not in work, with soft soap and.
hot water. They must efterwards be perfectly.
dried with & rubber and the naked hand. - .. .+ i}
'} have now told you how a horse is to be well
groomed ; but a man, who, as far as hard woslk:
goes, may perfectly well suit' you, may néverthe«:
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less be a very improper person to whom to trust
the care of your horses. No ill-tempered man
should ever look after a horse for me, if he were
in other respects as good a groom as I could wish
to have. When you have a surly, bullying fellow
in your stable, your horses soon get terrified at
the approach of any one, jump from one side of
the stall to the other when told to * come over,”
and, instead of shewing confidence in the man
who looks after them, will perhaps scarcely allow
themselves to be handled without flying about as
though theyexpected a blow. Such a fellow, though
he be perfect master of his business, is totally
unfit to have the care of horses, gentleness being
one of the very best qualities a groom can possess,
With a bad-tempered fellow in your stable, you per-
petaally find your horses with fresh scars in some
part or other—about the head commonly—or with
swelled hocks or knees ; and if you ask how they
became s0, you will be told that ¢ the horse got
loose in the night,” or ¢ he cut or bruised himself
by rolling;” whereas, if you knew the truth, you
‘f)mu be well aware that either kicks or blows
with. the pitchfork were the cause of the mischief.
If these disasters frequently occur, try if a change
ofiervants will not prove a cure for them. A
manwho loses his temper with a horse, be he -
riding, driving, or cleaning him, is almost sureto'
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do him an injury, and at the time of inflicting it
does not stop to consider whether it may be great
or little, I remember a short time ago being ona
long coach, and sitting beside an excellent drags-
man, who handed me his whip, which a good
judge of coaching had made a present to him,
On the handle were engraved the words “ Keep
your temper;” and it would be well if this motto
were hung up in every stable as a hint to grooms
and their helpers.
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CHAPTER X.
ON FEEDING.

I sHALL now proceed to consider perhaps the most
important part of the treatment of horses—their
food, and the mode of giving it. In writing upon
this portion of my subject I beg it to be under-
stood that it is my intention only to treat of the
best method of getting a horse into condition for
hard work, and not to notice the various modes of
feeding to which many people resort who have but
little employment for their horses—turning them
out to grass for instance on idle days, and only
giving them a few oats preparatory to using them.
A horse may assuredly be kept in this way, but
good condition can never be acquired by such a
mode of treatment.

The principal food of horses in the stable is hay
and oats, and consequently it behoves every master
of horses to be a good judge of their quality. The
hay given to your horses should be old upland
meadow hay, bright, greenish, fragrant, and not too
dry and crisp: it ought indeed to be in a trifling
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degree tough, and not to crackle when twisted in
the hand, thereby denoting that it has preserved
its juices and nutritious qualities. Many people
are in the habit of never giving any other thaa
meadow hay to their horses, but I am by no
means an advocate for this system, neither do I
think it at all necessary. Provided the quantity of
hay you allow your horses in the day be not too
great, they will be gratified by a slight change in
their diet now and then; and you may therefore
with great propriety let them have an vccasional
haudful of sainfoin hay, or of white clover and
bents (rye-grass), although most people will as-
sert that by so doing you will inevitably ruin your
horse’s wind. Those who say so, however, have
never made the experiment themselves, or have
made it improperly, by allowing their groom to
stuff a horse with hay until he be completely sur-
feited, or by giving it in too new a state, when,
like every other species of vegetable matter, it
will produce acidity and flatulence. I bave known
post-borses that never had any other hay then
white clover and bents, which is very strong .aud
hearty food, and whose wind was by no meuns
affected by such diet. We all know. that these
horses are not spared when ut work, and therefore
they form a good criterion to judge of the effacts
of such food. The allowance of hay for every
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trusses per week ; but you may take my word for
it that one-half this quantity is amply sufficient.
I consider eight pounds of hay per diem to be
quite as much as any horse in quick work should
be allowed to eat, and those who give them more
go the right way to work to breed listlessness,
dulness, and disease. I will tell you how this
cramming with hay proves injurious to a horse,
Of all animals the horse, in comparison to his
size, has the smallest stomach, and consequently
his food, when hard work is required of him,
should contain as much nutriment as possible in
the smallest compass; for remember that the
onigin of impaired digestion, and consequently
the cause of most diseases, is distention of the
stomach and bowels, by which they become de-
bilitated, and their secretious vitiated ; the natural
and inevitable result of which is general weakness
of the whole system. How then can any horse
possess vigour and sprightliness who is allowed to
swallow as much hay at a time as he will eat,
:when a large quantity of this species of food does
mot contain sufficient nutriment of itself to keep
s-horse in condition who is not even worked at
all?- The food of horses, whatever it may consist
.ofy should at all times be smsll in quantity, and
of the very best quality; for as we require great
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exertions from them, so must we take the best
means to provide them with the most nutritious
sustenance without over-taxing their powers of
digestion. :
Hay that is at all mow-burnt is very liable to
produce gripes or flatulent cholic; as likewise is
that which has been recently made, and has not,
a8 it is called, completely sweated in the stack.
Indeed horses that are expected to perform hard
work should never be allowed to eat hay less than
eight months old. Many people like it better
when two years old; for my own part I would as
soon give 8o much straw; but sua cuique voluptas.
Your oats should be at least a twelvemonth old,
bright, clear, full, without smell of any kind, snd
weighing at least forty pounds per bushel. - Many
people prefer black oats to white; for my own
pert, provided the weight of both be equal, and
they be equally well kept, 1 do not think it
matters much which of the two you use—horses
will work as well when kept on the one as on the
other. Nevertheless it is certainly a diffienit
matter to obtain black oats of as fine a quality as
the white potato oet, inasmuch as they will geme~
be found to contain more Aeads and' fkilé
than the latter; and therefore those who are so¥
simply satigfied with good ecats, but will procure’
the very best, will be more likely to find the great:
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desiderata of weight and plumpness in some spe-
cies of  the white than in the black oat. A horse
of geod constitation, and in regular and moderate
work, should not have less than four quarterns of
oats (weighing forty poundr per bushel) in the
course of the day. Oats of the above weight
may be thus given by measure, and they are by
far better than a larger quantity of oats of less
weight. It is the most absurd plan to feed a
horse by measure without reference to the weight
of his corn. I have been frequently asked by
friends how it happened that their horses, with an
allowance of food equal to that given to my own,
and with perhaps less work, never looked in con-
dition; and have founid on examination that they
never chose their own corn, but suffered a corn-
chandler to send them what he pleased ; so that
they were often feeding with oats that to all
appearance were the light seeds blown aside by
the winnowing machine, and were only fit to keep
poultry alive. No horse can of course be ex-
pected to thrive and stand his work upon such
diet; therefore be particular, when you purchase
oats, to see them weighed ; and for this purpose
tara out one third of the oats in the sack, and
weigh & bushel from the middle, for here you will
often find them of an inferior quality both .as
regards weight and cloanliness.
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If you work your horses hard they must be
allowed either a larger quantity of oats than 1
have specified, or you must mix with them a few
handfuls of old and sweet beans. This is good
hearty food for a horse of strong constitution; but
some horses of a foul habit of body will not
endure being fed for any length of time on beans
without exhibiting symptoms of heat of body
somewhere—generally by greasy or cracked heels,
or by scurf and surfeit. With a horse of this
description you must every now and then—say
three times a fortnight—adopt the plan of giving
half a pailful of bran mash instead of a feed of
corn, giving him at the same time half an ounce
of nitre in his water; or you may add a double
handful of dry bran to his oats every day, or
whenever the state of his bowels requires it.

Peas are a very good substitute for beans, and,
according to the analysis which has been made of
both, contain rather more nutritious matter in a
given quantity. They are not, however, in very
general use, and ‘as I have not employed them
as food for horses myself, I shall not make any
further remarks upon them—those which I have
already made, and i.tend making, being purely
the result of observation and experience. For the
same reason I shall content myself with uymg
that a s;mﬂ ‘quantity of barley added to cats is
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by many recommended as excellent food for horses;
but as I have not given it a trial, I can say nothing
respecting it from personal experience.

When horses are worked very hard, as for in-
stance in stage-coaches, the practice of giving
what is called manger-meat alone has been
adopted, and with great success, according to the
statement of those who have given this plan a
trisl. Manger-meat is nothing more than a mix-
ture of corn with hay cut into chaff instead of
being put into the rack. The advocates of this
plan assert that a horse required to go through
much work finishes his food quicker than with
rack-meat before him, lies down sooner, and con-
sequently has a longer period for rest than he
would if treated in the usual way. This may be
very true as regards some horses, but there are in
fact very few who lie down directly after feeding ;
and I imagine that a great proportion of horses,
after having finished their manger-meat, will pick
over their straw, and eat such parts of it as are
not much soiled, in preference to lying down. The
Americans, I believe, in addition to chopping up
thcu' horses’ hay, grind their oats coarsely, and ;
mix the whole together. For farm-horses while

baiting such a plan may be a good one; but
houen used for pleasure are generally allowed
plenty of time for feeding, and there can thers-
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fore neither be any necessity for adopting  this
system with them, nor should I ever recommend
it, as I think many a horse after a fatiguing day’s
work would in this manner be induced to swallow
a greater proportion of hay than he would were
it not mixed with com. Horses again that have
weak stomachs, and are shy feeders, take a long
time before they will eat a sufficient quantity of
food to keep them in condition; and if a large
mess of hay and corn be placed before them, will
take a few mouthfuls perbaps, and blow upon the
rest until they take a disgust to it, and refuse it
altogether. There is many a hunter of this de-
scription not fit probably to take the field more
than once a-week, but who, when out, does his
work in & style that makes him invaluable to a
man who can afford to keep a large stud, and.is
therefore worth nursing. 1f you cram his manger
with food, the animal will, in all probability, not -
touch one particle of it; you visit him hour after
hour, and find his corn untouched, and himself
dispirited from want of nourishment. What is
to be done with such a horse? I will tell you.
You have over-taxed his powers—you have
thought of nothing but keeping the lead; ai;_d
when your horse has flagged under you, you bave
roused him with bit and spur; and, despxte the
warning voices of heaving sides and shakmg me,
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b( ‘which some brother sportsman has perhaps
Biven you notice, you have crammed along to the
figish, and found that you had just killed in time,
for your horse had already cried “ hold, enoagh +”
The excitement of the moment past, you perhaps
lead your horse part of the way home (if you are
the man I hope you are), and jog him on to his
stable to have your fears of “ having come it
rather too strong” confirmed by finding your
trusty steed refuse his corn and shew other evi-
dent symptoms of distress. If you are enough of
a Veterinarian to be able to judge of the state of
his pulse, and no symptoms of congestion of the
lungs betray themselves, it may happen that a
Tittle warm ale and ginger may be advantageous
to him ; but as there is risk in giving stimulants
after hard work, unless you have “ good store of
‘veterinary science” to guide you, after having seen
him made pretty comfortable, give him (and this
drink you should accustom him to lest he refuse it
when you wish him to take it) half a quartern or
more of oatmeal made into porridge or gruel with
a small qnantity of boiling water-—stirring in the
‘oatmeal in small quantities, and keeping the
‘Whole simmering, diluted with linseed tea. This
1ast may be made by putting half a pint of linseed
into & gallon of boiling water, and placing it close
10 the fire for some hours, after which ;et it ‘aside
N
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to get cold. On hunting days this should be pre-
pared while you are out, and be ready for use on
your return. The linseed tea, on cooling, gets
very thick and glutinous, and contains as much
nourishment as with the oatmeal is sufficient for
a horse whose powers of digestion are for a time
enfeebled. If your horse drink this mixture, you
may put a lock of sweet hay in his rack, a few
handfuls of oats in one corner of his manger, and
as much beans in another, with perhaps a couple
of chopped carrots, and it is ten to one, unless he
be severely overmarked, but he will soon nibble
sufficient of one or the other to sustain him until
his appetite completely returns.

It is by no means an uncommon notion, that, if
horses are to be got into condition for work they
should be allowed to drink a very small quantity
of water. On what physiological basis this
opinion is founded, I confess appears to me to be
a perfect mystery. Nevertheless as many persons
adopt this treatment, it is fitting to notice it. For
my own part I have ever found that it is an ex-
tremely bad plan to etint a horse in his water, and
have consequently always made a practice of
leaving plenty of it at all times within reach of every
horse 1 have had. Of course I do not intend to
say that when a horse comes in heated from exer-
cise he should be suffered to drink, or should have
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a bellyful of water just prior to being ridden ; but,
if a horse be watered ad libitum in the moming,
he will not reguire to drink again for some hours,
and should never be allowed to do so then unless
perfectly cool. Those horses that are only sup-
plied with a limited quantity of water at a time,
and are never permitted to slake their thirst fully,
will be much more liable to be griped, if at any
time they by chance should drink their fill, than
those who are always suffered to take as much as
Nature dictates to them: but, should a horse have
been hard-worked, and come into his stable very
hot, T would, after having seen him well dried,
only at first give him a small quantity, for two
reasons: first, because his eagerness for water
may lead him to drink more at a time than is
good for him; and secondly, because a large
quantity of water will probably cause him to
break out into a cold sweat, in which he may
remain all night if not looked to. Afier having
taken a third, or less, of a stable pailful of water,
he should be kept withoat any for some time, and"
then be allowed to take what he pleases. When,
however, you intend to stint your horse in this
way, do not suffer your groom to offer him a
pailful of water, and to take it from him when he
has drunk a small portion of it, but let just the
quantity you wish him to have, and no more, be
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given to him; he will then feel to a certain degree
satisfied with what he gets: whereas, by taking
from him what he expects o have, he becomes
fretful and discontented. In the first instance he
makes up his mind to slake his thirst with a short
allowance of water; whereas in the second his
just expectations are baulked in mid career, and
his imagination cheated as it were in the height of
his enjoyment: and there is much more in this
than may be generally supposed. Physiologists
are well aware of the connexion existing between
the stomach and brain ; and those who have not
inquired into this fact must either do so before
they attempt to refute it, or take what I have
stated as proved.
What I have said with respect to giving a horse
water while he is hot applies equally to his food.
Never suffer a horse to feed until he is cool.
After fatigue of body, the stomach of all other
parts is perhaps the least capable of exertion;
and although in some cases of severe exercise a
-glight degree of sustenance may be requisite to
support the strength and stamina of every living
animal, it should always be administered in mode-
ration ; and for this purpose I know of nothing
better than the gruel [ have already recommended,
It ie a light species of diet when not given top
abundantly, against which the stomach will seldom
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rebel, and it is always proper that this organ, like
any other, should be in good tone before its work
~—that of digestion—be required of it; and as,
when & horse is violently heated, the blood is pro~
pelled by the heart in a much greater ratio than
usual, the stomach, being consequently supplied
with a greater quantity of blood within a given
time than it would have received without undue
excitement, is as unfitted to perform its task while
under the influence of that stimulus, as the eye
would be to bear a strong light after having been
irritated by some heating application. Let your
horse then remain quiet for some time after he has
done his work, and he will not only feed the better
for it, but will likewise digest what he eats.

There are not a few masters of horses, who,
from a mistaken feeling of kindness, like always
to see a good quantity of food before them, in
order that they may never be hungry ; not stopping
for a moment to consider the degree of injury they
occasion by this perpetual cramming, but vainly
imagining that every extra mouthful a horse swal-
lows is 80 much added to his strength and con-
dition. We cannot, of course, expect the brute
ereation to act as rational beings, or to be able to
resist the temptation of eating more than is good
for them ; and therefore the first symptom of
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loathing food, which is the necessary consequence
of perpetual repletion, is a proof that the powers
of the stomach have been overtaxed, and that it
requires the same rest—only for a much longer
period—as does the body generally after severe
exercise. Next to the quantity and quality of
your horse’s food, there is nothing that will tend
so quickly to put him into condition as giving it at
stated hours and at regular intervals. After a
meal proportioned to his work —say from a quar-
tern to a quartern and a half of oats—four hours
is the very least period that should be allowed to
elapse before your horse is again fed ; and during
this time (unless he have been worked so hard
that you wish him to lie down) his head should be
fastened o that he may not be able to get at his
straw, which very many horses will eat, no matter
how soiled it may be. A horse in regular and fair
exercise should have but very little, if any, hay in
the middle of the day; but a small quantity may
be given in the early part of the morning, and =
sufficient portion at night to make up his daily
allowance of about eight pounds—not more. Al-
though corn is certainly more nutritious than hay,
yet if you increase your number of feeds of oats,
and deprive your horses entirely of hay, it is sur-
prising how quickly some of them will lose flesh.
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I have tried this, and, unless it be on the principle
of the stomach being pleased with a change of ali-
ment, cannot satisfactorily account for the fact.

Business of various kinds will sometimes compel
you to alter your hours of feeding, but regularity
should always be adhered to as strictly as possi-
ble; for after having been for some time accus-
tomed to be fed at a certain time, nature will crave
food at the usual hour, even though the previous
meal may have been more than commonly abun-
dant. A horse that is generally taken out in the
forenoon, if fed twice in the morning, should have
the larger portion of his food at his first meal;
and if he be required to work on most days from
about nine till one or two, the better plan is to
divide his corn into three feeds instead of four.
This is preferable to working him on a full sto-
mach, than which few things in time are likely to
prove more injurious,

It is a common practice not to allow a horse
any hay whatever on the night before he is hun-
ted ; and what is the consequence? Unless he be
muzzled, he will eat straw instead of hay ; and if
the muzzle be used, he will either fret from being
unused to it, or from his knowledge of the work
to be done on the following day. Give your hun-

ter, therefore, an extra allowanee of corn at mght,
nf you please ; but let him have a lock of bay, just
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to satisfy his feelings, and leave him nothing to
expect ; he will then lie down, unconscious of any-
thing extraordinary being in store for him, and
will be proportionally fresh and lively after his
night's rest. On the morning of hunting, hay
must certainly not be allowed, but some extra corn
(which will lie in a smaller compass, and be more
invigorating) be substituted for it.

What more shall 1 say on this most interesting
subject? It is a prolific one; and were 1 to enter
upon an explanation of the mode in which im-
proper treatment in the one simple item of feeding
leads, by vitiating the blood, and consequently
every secretion of the different organs of the body,
to disease of the gravest and most intractable chad
racter, I might perhaps be thought

¢ Crispini scrinia lippi
Computisse.”—

I will therefore sum up by saying, “ Never over-
load the stomach, and the back will bear the
greater load for it.”

Courteous reader ! my labours draw to a clode:
Yet a few words on the subject of exercise,
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thing, and peradventure on the treatment of your
horse while on a journey, together with some imia
¥Fregearva anent clipping, singeing, and shaving,
and we shake hands, with a fervent wish on my
part that my lucubrations on the subject of horse-
flesh may perchance have opened your eyes on
some points which you have hitherto but imper-
fectly understood, or totally misconceived ; and
that I may hereafter have occasion to find that I
have “ sown seed that has brought forth good
fruit,” by improving the general treatment of an
animal on which, as Mr. Kenwigs, in ¢ Nicholas
Nickleby,” says, * Evins itself looks down.”

Let us now proceed to consider the all-important
subject of exercise, without a sufficient quantity of
which your horse’s powers can never be fully
developed. Regular work, proportioned to the
strength of your horse, so far from diminishing his
size, as many persons are apt to imagine, will on
the contrary materially increase it. Look at the
arm of the blacksmith, which is constantly em-
ployed in plying a heavy hammer, and you will
immediately be satisfied that its girth is greatly
augmented by his unremitting labour. Fat it cer-
tainly is not, but that substance I do not take into
consideration in speaking of the condition of horses,
for it is one which must invariably be got rid of
before they can possibly be rendered cupable of
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great and continued exertion. Purgative medi-
cine and repeated sweating are the two means best
adapted for removing adipose matter, and these
must be resorted to at first in a moderate degree ;
for if by over-work you reduce the stamina of
your horse, he will not only lose fat, but likewise
flesh or muscle, which it should be your sim to
preserve and enlarge. A good appetite, together
with a glossy coat, clear wind, firmness of muscle,
and a sprightly disposition, will always inform
you that your horse is thriving ; whereas the re-
verse will indicate that your system of training is
too severe. When a well-conditioned horse is at
work, the play of his muscles should be distinctly
visible, which can never be the case when he is
loaded with fat.

Do you wish to have recourse to sweating for
the purpose of reducing a horse, never on any ac-
count, if you are aware of it, suffer your groom to
physic him with antimony—a practice of which
they are extremely fond, and which is of a most
injurious nature. Antimony acts only on the skin
by disagreeing with the stomach ; in fact, all nau-
seating substances—of which this drug is one of
the most powerful—operate in a similar manner ;
and no person ever yet felt sick without being at
the same time bathed more or less with perspira-
tion. Trust simply to exercise, with or without
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blankets and hoods, as the condition of your horse
may seem to require; and proportion the pace and
the degree of weight upon his back to the quan-
tum of sweating you wish him to undergo. It is
a good plan, when your object is to obtain profuse
perspiration, to exercise in deep ground —a fallow-
field for instance—and then either trot, canter, or
gallop according to the heaviness of the ground,
the condition of your horse, and the weight he
carries. The moment his work is completed, let
him be trotted briskly to his stable, and set two
or three men first to scrape off the sweat—which
should be done quickly—and then to rub him per-
fectly dry ; and do not forget the loose bandages
to his legs, and the other directions I have already
given while on the subject of cleaning. Perfectly
dry clothes should of course be substituted for
those in which he has taken his gallop ; and after
he has been made in every way comfortable, he
should be left to himself, taking care to examine-
from time to time whether he break out in any
part afresh. This he will be very apt to do when
first put in training, and will be less and less liable
to the more his condition improves.

With respect to removing fat by purgatives, if.
you are not yourself & good judge of the opera-
tion of these medicines, you should first take the-
opinion of some clever veterinary surgeon ere you
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attempt to meddle with them. A round-barrelled,
trussy horse of a hardy constitution will' bear &
dose of medicine which would be destruction to'a
slight and narrow-gutted one, and you should
therefore be extremely cautious how you adminis-
ter such quantities as you may occasionally see
prescribed as physic in veterinary works, without
previously ascertaining, as far as you can, the
capabilities of your horse for sustaining their ope-
ration. For the purpose of taking off fat, and at
the same time of improving your horse’s stamina,
active purgation is seldom required, and therefore
you must never think of giving such doses as
would be prescribed for the treatment of inflammas
tion. Such a practice, so far from doing goed,
would render your horse weak and languid for
severel days, and prevent him only from taking
any but the most moderate exercise. Generally
speaking, from three or four drachms of aloes are
quite sufficient for your purpose; and they may
be occasionally repeated as circumstances may re-
quire. Previous to giving physic, keep your horse
for half a day at least on bran-mashes, which spe-
cies of food, with a little hay, must be all that'is
allowed him until his dung becomes. tolerably firxit;
or, in stable language, is se2. Without this pré=
caution you will run the risk of inducing gripes’
Water with the chill taken off should also be
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given during the operation of a purgative, and the
horse be kept tolerably warm. Walking exercise
will at first be all that he will comfortably endure
after his ball has left off working him, and this
must be increased by degrees.

Having by this means brought your horses into
such a state as to enable them to stand hard work,
it should be your care, by regular exercise and
careful attention to their diet, grooming, and other
matters connected with their well-doing, to see
that they are not suffered to fall off in strength
and condition.

It is a good plan to give every horse, be his
general work what it may within the bounde of
moderation, some gentle exercise early in the
morning before his first feed is given him. The
morning air both gives him an appetite, and im-~
proves, by its invigorating influence, the healthy
tone of every organ of the body, and exercise at
this time should therefore never be neglected.

The training of either hunters or race-horses is
conducted on the self-same principles ; the grand
arcana of which are comprised in a knowledge of
their constitutional treatment in the single article
of diet, and in giving them regularly as much ex-
ercise a8 their strength will endure with advantage
to. themselves. I speak not here of what their
Jags will bear in the way of work ; for, if they are
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s faulty as to be an impediment to active exer-
tion, the sooner they are put out of training the
better.

- Trainers in general are too fond of employing
physic, of the operation of which in nine times
out of ten they are grossly ignorant. To be con-
vinced of this, you have only to listen to the jargon
they will run over to you of the action of the
simplest remedies—a liniment, for instance, which
they frequently, nay almost invariably, use for a
strain of any kind, and that immediately after it
has occurred, when its application may be highly
injurious. How often have I been told, when I
have asked on what principle they chose to rub in
a strong liniment to an inflamed part, ¢ Why, Sir,
I do it to sweat out the inflammation!” and yet
these are men to whose care the most valuable
horses in the kingdom are entrusted, and who are
aliowed to physic and even to bleed them when-
ever they in their wisdom deem it necessary. I
remember once predicting the loss of a race by a
horse who would otherwise in all probability have
won with ease, when his trainer told me, that,
after having run two severe races on that day, he,
had prqpared him for running the following morn-
ing by giving hxm au ounce and & half of nitre
and a bran-mash to cool kim. When I explained
to him that by thus irritating the kidneys and
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boweéls he drew off a large portion of the liquid
particles of the blood, he seemed as though a new
light had dawned upon him, as I sincerely trust it
did. His horse no doubt would have run stouter
had his stamina not thus been reduced ; as it was
he lost his race, and no great wonder. There is,
however, in mankind in general a hankering after
being thought skilled in medicine, and few people
will be found who have not nostrums for most
diseases, and of course recommend a similar mode
of treatment for every case. I am quite as con-
vinced that a horse once put into condition may
be kept so by good feeding, good grooming, and
good exercise, unless he fall ill, as I am that the
less medicine a man in good health and of regular
habits takes the better for him. A horse’s habits
and mode of life, while under the direction of
man, must or ought to be more regular then those
of a human being, and consequently the perpetual
physickings that are prescribed in most racing
tables cannot fail to be prejudicial.

Let then your horse’s work be proportioned to
his powers of endurance ; pay strict attention to
his diet, to cleanliness, &c.; do not allow your
groom to tamper with medicine, and to fancy him-
self an Esculapius or a Professor Coleman; and
s0 shall the work you get out of your stud be
proportionally increased, your veterinary surgeon’s
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bill be diminished, and your purse the weightier
by the price of some few horses, which by a diffe-
rent mode of treatment might have been either
rendered useless, or have graced the kennel cop-
pers.
Before I conclude this portion of my subject,
let me remark, that it is a mistaken notion to sup-
pose that, to keep a horse in readiness to undergo
quick work, it is necessary that he should be
gelloped daily at the top of his speed. Such an
idea prevails among many who are ignorant of
the mede in which race-horses—of whom the
mest active exertions are occasionally required—
are trained. No horse indeed would be able for
any length of time to undergo this species of
labour. Of this fact I have lately had an exam-
ple. A friend of mine, being desirous of himself
training & horse for a steeple-chase, was in the
daily habit of giving him a fast gallop of two or
more miles ; and the consequence of this treatment
was, that at the moment when he was wanted to
run his race, he was seized with inflammation,
end had to be copiously bled and physicked:” He
was nevertheless a strong and hardy animal, snd
supported the exertions demanded of him for a
considerable period, until at length nature gave
way under the vepeated trials to which he was
subjected, and very serious injury was the resul.
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A duily hand-gallop at a very moderate pace, with
‘aw oceasional smart brush, is all that is requisite
to keep a horse that is already in good condition
in proper wind, and fit at any moment to “ go the
pace.” For my own part, I must say that I have
never had horses more ready to go through fast
work than blood hacks that were out at all times
and in all weathers, proper care being of course
invariably taken of them in the stable after the
manner which I have recommended. Some people
fancy that horses that are made to *““ rough it,” as
they term it—that is, left to stand in the cold for
hours, and kept perhaps without clothes—are
more hardy and more fit for severe work than
those to whose comforts more care and attention
are paid; but independently of their usual bad
appearance, I am well convinced that this is a
serious error, and that a fair trial between the
powers of a horse comparatively neglected in the
stable in all but the quantity of his food, and
those of one carefully looked after in every re-
spect, will, ceteris paribus, prove that the strength
of the latter is infinitely the more enduring of the
-two. .

; So much then, in a few words, for exercise ; o
-subject upon which undoubtedly much more might
be written, and with very great advantage too.
1-shall, however, not dive deeper into this portion

0?2
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of my opusculum, both because its limits are not
very extended, and because it is but just to leave
every one’s judgment to do a little without fetter~
ing it in every instance by rules which never can
be applicable to all casee. The main point for
consideration is, “ What is the quantum of work
your horse is capeble of supporting without over-
taxing his powers?” and this being once ascer-
tained, proportion his exercise to his strength,
according to the best of your judgment, and
observe carefully, from time to time, whether he
improve under your system of management, or
appear to fall off in condition. In either case,
you must act according to circumstances; and
allow rest or increase exercise as may appear
requisite.

With respect to clothing your horse, unless on
raw foggy mornings, it is unnecessary to allow
them uny covering while at exercise. Race-borses
are almost always taken out in their clothes; bat,
if their constitution be naturally good, and they
are not required to sweat, I cannot but think that
they are rendered more tender and more liable to
take cold by such a practice. Moreover, it is with
them, in some cases, attended with this inconve-
nience, that after having long been accustomed to
gallop in clothes, they are actually obliged to race



197

in them ; and although they will of course count
as 8o much dead weight, they hold the wind in
some degree, and consequently retard speed.

In the stable your horses should always have
clothes enough to keep them warm, but not hot.
Grooms are generally too fond of heaping rugs
and blankets upon their horses, for the purpose of
improving the appearance of the coat ; but depend
on it that too warm clothing not only renders a
horse more susceptible of cold than he should be,
but also diminishes the size and firmness of his
muscles. Employ then the “ just mean;” and
however pretty may be the appearance of a smart
and thick rug, covered by a gay body-cloth, and
this again surmounted by a hood thrown over the
quarters, with the ears neatly peeping up behind
the rollers, do not sacrifice your horse’s well-being
to appearances, which may be all very well in the
show-stables of a London dealer, but are uncalled
for in those of a Sportsman. If your horse be
clipped or singed, he will of course require addi-
tional clothing, for a time at least : and this leads
me to say a few words qn these opentwmuwell
a8 on that of shaving.



CHAPTER X.

ON CLIPPING, SINGEING, &c.

I know of few modern improvements in the
treatment of horses so great as that of taking off
the rough coat of a horse that is required to do
much work ; and, if it be done early in the winter
—some time, for instance, during the month of
November—not only is there no danger, in nine
cases out of ten, of his taking cold, but the benefit
he will derive from it will generally be surprising
to those who have not been accustomed to witneas
its good effects. A horse with a long rough coat,
that defied the art of man to dry after it was once
well wetted, and whose fate was accordingly to
remain cold and comfortless for hours, will, after
baving been clipped, abs'olutely dry in the shant
space of ten minutes, even after sharp work ;. and,
what is of still greater consequence, dry will he
remain, without the slightest chance of his bresk-
ing out into a sweat. Oh! the delights of bring-
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ing in your favourite hack or hunter after a smart
gallop, and finding him dry and comfortable, and
ready for his food, hours before he would have
touched a morsel with his thick and saturated coat
hanging about him ; to say nothing of groom's
labour saved and time gained! I am certain that
those who once adopt the system of clipping their
horses on the approach of winter, if their coats be
long, will ever after be ready to acknowledge the
incalculable advantages obtained by it, let those
who rail against it on the score of its being unna-
tural, and of the new coat appearing late in the
spring, say what they will.

The “ Good Old English Gentleman's” cry of
sticking to nature, as far as possible, is a mere
wilful determination not to abandon old crotchets,
and to shut the eyes and the senses against all
innovations—whether improvements or not—that
are introduced by the “ New School” of Sports-
men, who require their horses to go now-a~days at
& pace that would soon have pumped the wind
out of our fat «“ ale-and-chine-of-beef” grandsires.
Let those who deny this fact take a punchy,
round-rumped, and well-fed gelding—* one of
the olden time,” if he can find such an animal—
comfortably wrapped in his own natural Upper-
Benjamam of long and thick bair; and when
hounds break covert with a good scent, let him
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stand high in his stirrups, according to the most
approved antique sporting prints, end seduce his
Bucephalus into his very best pace, and he will
soon discover, that, although it may be sufficient
to prove, for the remainder of the day and night,
that his coat is anything but water-proof, although
it will hold water well, it cannot be put in com-
petition with that of the well-bred hunter of the
present day, inured to quick work, instead of
dragging for hours after a pack about as fast as
would be one composed of Newfoundlands, and
divested of his pea-jacket that he may recover the
quicker from the effects of his work.

The wvext best operation to clipping, when this
has been too long delayed, is singeing. With
care and pains you may singe a horse’s coat off
nearly as close as it can be removed by the scis-
sors. Any groom, if he have once seen a home
singed, should be quite capable of singeing one
himself. For this purpose, have a piece of iron,
about four inches wide at the bottom, made in the
shape of a Dutch-hoe, and inserted into a handle
six or eight inches in length: round the bar at the
bottom of the instrument wind some cotton (sucks ad
is sald for lamps) very evenly, and, having dipped
it in'naptha and lighted it, stroke the horse’s coat
down lightly with it, and repeat this operation
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over and over again, until the hair be burnt as
close to the skin as possible. While doing this,
you must hold in your left hand a blunt table-
knife, with which to scrape out the flame if it
burn too long. This is most essentially necessary,
or you will otherwise blister your horse's skin,
besides leaving unsightly marks on his coat. The
burnt hair must also be scraped off before the
flame be re-applied. You should likewise never
set the same part alight several times in succes-
sion without allowing the skin to cool, or you may,
by pursuing this plan to any great extent, produce
great irritation, if not actual fever, in some horses.
When about to singe the neck, take care to turn
the mane to the opposite side to that you ere
going to operate on, and pass a water-brush over
the top of it, otherwise it may be disfigured by
the flame running overit. It is much better to
singe a horse by degrees—that is, by passing the
iron over him for three or four days successively—
than to bura all his coat off in one day; and,
after the thickest part of the hair has been de-
stioyed, one hour will at any time be sufficient
to give the whole of his hide an extra burning.
When a horee’s coat is in tolerably good condition,
you-will frequently find it advantageous to singe
him under the belly, near the flanks, and between
the bind-legs. The hair grows lony in these parts,
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and will retain the wet for some time after the
greater part of the body is dry.

With respect to shaving, my advice is that yoy
never attempt it. Two years ago, I knew of se-
veral horses 8o treated that were all but killed by
this foolish practice. When the operation of
shaving a horse’s hide is properly done, it will he
left completely denuded of hair, and this will not
grow in sufficient quantity to render exposure to
the weather at all safe for some weeks. It is,
therefore, in some respects cruel as well as im-
politic, and that, which in moderation is extremely
beneficial, becomes, when carried to extremes, a
dangerous evil.

As I have promised to say a few words respect-
ing the treatment of a horse on a journey, I will
add a few remarks on that subject, albeit those
I have already made under the head of preparing
him for hard work generally may be considered
equally applicable to every case of this descrip-
tion. The main points for consideration arg,
“ what is the distance you have to go, and.the
time in which you are to accomplish it?” PErey
suming that you are one of those who will rather
“take time by the forelock,” than distress your
horse by furcing him to make up by pace for. the
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hoirs' you have consumed in the enjoyment of
« creature-comforts,” 1 have to recommend that
he be fed full two hours before the time of start-
ing, and that you begin your journey very lei-
surely, and proceed at an easy pace, well within
your horse’s powers, for the first ten miles, after
which, as I think either old Markham or De Grey
somewhat quaintly says, “ In God’s name begin
your journey.” If you have a strong, active, and
hardy animal under you, step out moderately for
another ten miles, ever taking advantage for this
purpose of the level parts of the road, and easing
your beast both up and down hill ; for a declivity
occasions almost as great a strain on the fore-legs
as proportionally rising ground will upon the hind;
and having ridden thus far, pull bridle, and walk
your horse for a couple of miles or so, that he
may recover himself in some measure, and get
tolerably cool. Now put him into his stable, or
a box if you can get one, and trust not to the
tender mercies of an ostler to rub him perfectly
dry. These gentry are too much accustomed to
the rough treatment of farmers’ nags and post-
horses to pay any extraordinary degree of atten-
tion to a valuable hack without supervision.
Moreover, if your horse be of full blood, it is ten
to one but he will have the common trick of lash-
ing out behind while being cleaned, which almest
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all these horses have, and which to me is * right
pleasaunt to behold.” I love to see their little
waywardness of temper disdainfully displayed in
this manner; more especially as it very rarely
arises from vice, for they constantly kick with the
leg that is farthest from the person cleaning them,
and seems to be only done as a vent for feelings
which they cannot controul. Your ostler, how-
ever, who seldom handles an animal of this stamp,
sees broken ribs and legs in every kick; and,
unless you stand by and assure him your horse
with gentle usage will not kick Aim, either bullies
him and knocks him about to make Aim quiet, or
leaves him to dry as he best may. Having then
superintended the cleaning of your horse, water
him moderately if perfeetly cool, and give him
about a quartern end a half of corn and beans,
not more on any account, for that would only dis-
tend his stomach, and do him harm; then leave
him to himself for a couple of hours ere you re-
sume your journey. I confess I am one of those
who never could admire the feats that are ocea-
sionally recorded of riding and driving horses
enormous distances in the course of the day, sad
that too in a short space of time. I consider 4
journey of forty or fity miles per diem as mucd
as any humane man, fond of his horse, ought to
perform. Let those who choose to go double the
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distance boast of their exploits in this way if they
please; to my mind it is anything but creditable
to them : and I can never forbear the thought that
with respect to horse-flesh they are as ignorant as
they are cruel. While a horse has any work to
be done during the day, he should not be allowed
any hay; and if fed four times, the extra half-
quartern allowed him in each feed will make up
for any deficiency in this article of diet. At night
let his feet be stopped, and all the other rules
which I have laid down for his comfort be at-
tended to. It is a very bad plan so to divide
your work as to complete the last stage at night.
Always, if possible, let your horse be housed early,
that he may have plenty of time to rest before his
next day’s work; and this also will give you an
opportunity of looking to him oftener than you
otherwise could, and of having clothes properly
aired for him, if, as is frequently the case, you
find the ostler prepared with a set that has been
put on another horse decause e was wet, and that
are now destined for your horse because they are
wet, and require to be dried. At almost all inn-
stables a horse’s back is the drying ground for
damp clothes, but it will be your own fault if you
su&ryonrhaektobemedforﬂmpurpose

_Afier all that I have written upon ﬂ:e subyect
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of the general treatment of horses, it would: be
superfluous to say much more respecting the-pe-
culiar attention they may require when travelling.
The main point is to endeavour to obtain for your
horse as much care and as many comforts as he
would experience in your own stables. If he be
distressed, you may give him gruel; but no hack
in good condition ever ought to be too severely
pushed. It is only in the chase that this should
possibly bappen occasionally; for the man who
has time enough, as I have supposed he may have
by starting early, to go a certain distance with a
horse well-prepared for work (and no other should
be used), must ride him very unfairly or very in-
judiciously if he require nursing instead of taking
solid food.

There remains now for me but one subject more
to treat of, and that I shall dismiss very sum-
marily—it is the well-worn topic of turning a
horse to grass during the summer. So much dis-
cussion has taken place on this debateable ground
that to repeat the arguments pro and cor would
be to tell a thrice or oflener told tale; and I can
hardly hope that “ decies repetita placebit.” 1shall
therefore - put a few “ civil questions™ to thoge
gentlemen-graziers who advocate the “summer-
run” system.
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- Fs-not your horse turned out for the purpose of
resting -him, and of bringing round his legs, which *
begin to shew symptoms of work?

" Is mnot a certain quantity of food at a time and
at regular hours best for a horse?

Will grass put a horse in condition ?

Do you not say that you turn him out to keep
his feet cool and moist ?

Now I should be glad to know whether a horse
at grass will rest as much as one kept in a loose
box, and led out every day as long as is good for
kim. Whether it is not better to feed him your-
self on a certain quantity of food, giving gre*
meat as a gentle physic if you will, than to suffer
him to fill his belly from morning till night; and,
in short, never to have his stomach empty. My
third question I need not answer, as the first care
of every man, on taking up his horse from grass,
is to get rid of its bad effects by physic, groom-
ing, and regular work: and as for the feet, if
they cannot be kept sufficiently cool in the stable,
why, as the Americans say, “ it is a pity.” For
kicks, bruises, strains, coughs, roaring, broken-
wind, staggers, &ec. &c., let the sins of the gra-
tier, who will alone suffer from them, be visited
lightly upon his soul in purgatory, but not. so
lightly as on that of the man who increases his
horse’s comforts by personal superintendance in
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the stable, and unremitting care from one year's
end to the other.

Reader, be thou one of this latter genus, and
I shall hope to have a little converse with thee
when Old Charon shall have ferried us both across
his “ Whissendine” unto the plains where we may
still  screw along” on our phantom favourites.
To say truth, worthy Lector, I am loth to part
with thee. Thou hast evinced no common share
of patience if thou hast perused the * flowings of
my phantasy” up to this point; and I am fain to

k upon thee as my pupil, and one who is to
do credit to my instructions hereafter. I may,
therefore, yet renew our companionship on some
future day, and on a subject equally dear to
both; till when I pray thee to keep me in thy
kind remembrance.

VALE !



FIRST TREATMENT

OF

SOME INJURIES AND DISEASES

TO WHICH

THE HORSE IS SUBJECT.






211

FIRST TREATMENT,

ETC. ETC.

Ix the following pages I by no means intend to
indicate the Veterinary treatment of those grave
diseases to which all horses are occasionally liable,
as this would be arrogating to myself a know-
ledge which, in all probability, I but imperfectly
possess ; but it is simply my wish to point out to
masters of horses the rationale of the operation
of those remedies which may with safety be em-
ployed in the absence of the Veterinary practi-
tioner, and by whose agency the worst results of
disease may possibly be successfully combated
until sound medical advice can be procured.

This is, in many instances, a matter of far
greater importance than may at first be imagined ;
inasmuch as—in the country especially—it very
frequently happens that you do not reside within
several miles of any Veterinary surgeon on whose

P2
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skill you can rely, and consequently, if you are
yourself aware of the action of those remedies
which appear_to be indicated by the symptoms of
disease or injury which manifest themselves, it
will not only be perfectly needless to send for the
nearest farrier—who will probably be unable to
give you any satisfactory reason for the treatment
he adopts—but you will also, in most cases, avoid
the risk attendant upon ignorance, or, at least,
want of judgment.

The greater number of cases requiring the im-
mediate aid of Veterinary science are undoubtedly
of an inflammatory type, and therefore I hold
that it behoves every man to be aware of the
symptoms and general treatment of inflammation,
together with its nature and consequences. Do
not imagine, however, that I design to weary you
with a lengthened disquisition on this most im-
portant subject—to do full justice to which would
very far exceed the limits of my treatise—as those
who wish to acquire a perfect knowledge of it
may very easily do so by consulting many medical
works in which the arcana of inflammation are
completely explained; whereas my object is merely
to detail the means by which inflammation may be
subdued — the symptoms indicative of its pre-
sence—and the mode in which it is excited. |

Infammation then is an iucreased action of the
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heart and arteries. When this is confined to any
particular part the inflammation is local; when ge-
neral excitement takes place, fever is established.
It is, however, extremely questionable if the latter
be ever present by itself alone, in the horse, but
general febrile action is invariably aroused by
local inflammation, the whole system sympathis-
ing with the part affected. To understand the
mode in which an injured part exhibits some of
the symptoms of inflammatory action, it is neces-
sary to know that the primum mobile of the whole
of the blood circulating throughout the body is
the Heart, which, by its contractions, propels
this fluid through the blood-vessels, which ramify
in every direction, gradually diminishing in size
until they become so minute that the smallest
needle cannot be inserted in any part of the skin-
and subjacent parts without giving exit to their
contents.

When any part then receives an injury, the
heart by sympathy soon takes the alarm, its action
is forthwith increased, and it accordingly propels
the blood with greater force than before, and con-
sequently with greater velocity; and the blood-
vessels of the diseased or wounded part have the
inherent property of attracting' to themselves a
greater portion of the blood than they usually
convey. Hence they become distended, and there-
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fore is it that Enlurgement or Swelling is one sym~

ptom of inflammation. Heat—the origin of which,
though by many supposed to depend on the mer-
vous systein, still remains a mystery—is another
leading symptom of inflammatory action; and the
third is Pain, an invariable attendant on the same
state.

Thus then, when you find swelling, heat, and
pain in any particular past, you will have no doubt
of its being inflamed ; if you have, lay your finger
on the pulse, and your doubts will be removed.
The number of contractions in the horse’s heart
in a minute varies in its bealthy state, according
to the nature of the animal, from thirty-eight to-
forty-two; and as each contraction produces a
correspondent beat in the arteries by the passage
of the blood, forty strokes in the minute are the
average number found in the pulse during a natural
state of the system.

The pulse may be felt in any moderate;sized
artery of the body, butyou will most conveniently
find it under the jaw-bone, near to that part where
its upper and more circular part begins to merge
into the lower and" straighter portion. Here you
may, without difficulty, feel a cord-like substance;
nearly haif as big as the little finger, and.in
which you' will easily distinguish a pulsation.of
greater of less force, and more or less rapid, acs
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cording to the degree of inflammation, or irrita-
tion, which exists. Accustom yourself to judge
of the natural state of & horse’s pulse, and you
will soon very readily be able to discriminate be-
tween its healthy and its morbid action.

Having ascertained the presence of inflamma-
tion, the next point to be considered is how to
reduce it. When it is severe, this should be at-
tempted both generally and locally, and thus is it
effected.

Inflammation is attacked generally in two ways
~—by abstracting blood from the body, by which you
not only leave a less quantity to be propelled to
the inflamed part, but also diminish the action
and power of the heart by taking away this its
natural stimulus, and producing general weak-
ness :—and by preventing the reaccumulation of
this fluid through the medium of a spare and un-
stimulating diet; for all the nutritious particles of
food - are eventually transformed into blood, while
those which are incapable of affording nourish-
ment pass off in the form of feecal matter. There
are likewise medicines which tend to diminish the
vigour of the heart’s action, as antimony and
digitalis, and which are therefore employed in
.cases of acute inflammation; but with these I
have nothing to do, as “ a little knowledge isa
dangerous thing,” and I would therefore recom-
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mend you never to tamper with medicines unless
you are well satisfied of your own competency to
employ them, as my object is simply to indicate
what steps you may at first safely adopt in the
abaence of those who are qualified to direct the
medical treatment of your stable.

Purgatives, to a certain extent, may, however,
be resorted to in most cases of inflammation; and,
by removing with the fieces a considerable quan-
tity of fluid matter, they tend materially to dimi-
nish the vital power. In most cases of severe
external inflammation, you may certainly take
upon yourself to give a dose of physic, provided
the necessity for it be urgent; and for this pur-
pose you may administer from half a pint to a
pint of linseed oil, according to your horse’s con-
stitution; and, if needful, add thereto a few drops
of croton oil when speedy purgation is desired.
Should this not be requisite, aloes is the usual
wmedicine employed with a view to opening the
howels, and appears to be the best adapted to the
nature of the horse. The dose, according to the
degree of inflammation present and to the strength
of the counstitution, should be from three or four
to five or six drams, to which may be added
half 2 dram or & dram .of calomel, and abowt &
scruple of ginger. The whole may be made .into
o ball of the usual size with linseed meal, or ki-
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quorice powder, and any adhesive matenial, as
honey, treacle, soap, and the like. If any doubt
exist in your mind as to the propriety of giving
physic, you can at any rate seldom go wrong in
having your horse back-raked, and administering
to him a glyster consisting simply of a gallon of
thin and tepid gruel. This will relicve the intes-
tines of & portion of their contents until the neces-
sity for more active treatment be determined by
your Veterinary Surgeon.

Nitre, in doses of from half an ounce to an
ounce, may likewise he given in tepid water with-
out danger of producing mischief. This medicine
operates principally as a diuretic, and, by exciting
the action of the kidneys, withdraws from the
system a great quantity of feecal matter under the
form of urine. Recollect that I am now speaking
of external injuries and their treatment; for in
the case of inflammation of the bowels or kidneys,
those medicines which tend to excite the action of
either of these parts would of course be improper.
Indeed, though I may hastily glance at the nature
of some internal inflammations, I would rather
do 8o with a view to arouse the curiosity of my
reader on subjects of such interest, than to lay
down any certain rules for their treatment, exeept
in cases of great urgency.

~We will now suppose that while out hunting
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your horse has, in leaping, severely strained one
of the back sinews of his leg. You find him dead
lame, gnd, on dismounting, perceive that he im-
mediately puts the affected leg forward and sup-
ports it solely on the toe. This leads you to
examine it, and you find that, on passing your hand
down the back part of the leg, the horse flinches,
and shews signs of tenderness and pain in the
part. You have some distance, we will say, to
go before you reach home; and being far from
any town where you are likely to procure good
accommodation for your horse, and possibly good
Veterinary advice, you make up your mind to get
him back to his own stable if possible, so that he
may rest in a place to which he is accustomed,
and have the advantage of being constantly under
your own immediate care and superintendence.
The first thing you do then is to lead your
horse gently to the nearest piece of water: put
his legs into it, and continue for several minutes
to splash it over the affected Limb; after which,
take your. pocket handkerchief, and having well
soaked it in water, roll it carefully, but by no
means very tightly, round the leg from above the
knee down to the coronet. Now take a piece of
string, if you have it, ot the ribbon from ‘your
hat, pass it round the upper part of the handker-
chief with sufficient tightness to keep it on with-
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out impeding the action of the muscles, and turn
down ‘the top of the handkerchief over it to pre-
vent it from slipping. Fasten the bottom part of
the handkerchief loosely round the leg, and then
set forward on your journey. Wherever you meet
with a pool of water, stop and wet the handker-
chief well with it, and sluice it over the limb for
a few minutes. With these precautions you may
reach home, if you have not any great distance
to go, without your horse manifesting such de-
cided symptoms of pain and lameness as would
compel you to get him to the nearest stable, and
leave him there; and a horse, like a human being,
is always more satisfied and contented at home
than elsewhere.

On reaching his stable, you remove the hand-
kerchief, and find the part swollen and painful.
Your horse still rests his leg upon the toe the
moment he stands still, and the reason for this is,
that such a position relaxes the tension of the
tendons at the back of the leg, and throws them
out of action, thereby affording relief to a certain
extent. By the time the saddle and bridle have
been removed, and the dirt brushed off, you fancy,
and perhaps justly, that the swelling of the injured
part.is greater than it was: you handle it gently,
and perceive that it is now burning hot, and that
the pain has increased to such a degree that your
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horse shews signs of impatience even when he
sees your hand approach his leg. There is evi-
dently considerable inflammation coming on, and
if you lay your finger on the pulse, you find it not
only quick, but full and jerking. The blood seems
to be sent through the artery, if I may so express
myself, with a bound, as though the heart at each
contraction seemed to shrink from some unceasing
source of irritation, instead of propelling the blood
in its usual calm and equable manner. You
send then for a Veterinary Surgeon, if there be
a good one at hand, and, if not, you despatch a
messenger for one on whose judgment you place
reliance; but as hours must probably elapse before
his attendance can be obtained, you resolve on
taking the primary treatment of the case into
your own hands. What then are the general,
and what the local, measures you adopt? You
have the four symptoms of inflammation present
—viz. heat, swelling, pain, and excited action of
the heart—and, moreover, you know that your
horse has recently sustained such an injury as
would probably give rise to these symptoms. There
can, therefore, be no doubt whatever about the
stepa to be pursued in the first instance. If you
are not expert in the use of the lancet, take a
fleam (which is much the better instrument of the
two in the hands of a person not in the habit-of
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bleeding), and remove three, four, or five quarts
of blood according to the emergency of the case
and the severity of the signs of inflammation pre-
sent. Back-rake your horse, and give him a
warm glyster, as you have not been able to pre-
pare him for physic by previously keeping him on
warm mashes for a day, and then administer to
him fqur or five drams of aloes with one of ca-
lomel and a little ginger, made into a ball in the
manner already mentioned, and mix six drams of
nitre in his water. His diet must consist simply of
warm bran mashes, and a very little hay; nor must
any consideration tempt you to allow him corn or
beans, let him testify what eagerness he may for
such food. You must now await the operation of
your remedies and the arrival of the Veterinary
Surgeon, who will give further instructions re-
specting the treatment of your horse. In the
meantime, however, let.the leg be assiduously
bathed for a considerable time with hot water of
as high a temperature as can comfortably be
borne; and when this has been done, take a large
stocking, cut off the foot, and rolling the leg up
till you can pass your finger through both ends at
the same time, pass it gently over the hoof of the
injured leg; fasten the bottom of it round the
fetlock, and, drawing up the remainder, fill it with
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bran soaked in hot water in which some unctuous
substance is dissolved. This latter, when used
in sufficient quantity, will prevent the bran from
getting dry and hard, and should therefore never
be omitted. The leg of the stocking should be
fastened by a strong piece of tape sewn on each
side and of sufficient length to pass over the
horse’s withers. The poultice should be repeat-
edly wetted with hot water, which can with faci-
lity be poured into the upper and open portion of
the stocking. Be particular that, while you are
pursuing this mode of treatment, the leg be never
allowed to cool, as the inflammatory action, being
then unrestrained, reappears with a degree of in-
tensity proportioned to the temporary check it has
sustained.

What! I hear you exclaim, am'I to bring my
horse home with a handkerchief dipped in cold
water round his leg, and am I to lead him every
now and then into some pond and throw the water
over it, for the purpose of afterwards soaking the
same part in /%ot water, and applying a bot poul-
tice to it! Here is a pretty ignoramus, blowing
hot and cold in a breath; quite nd:culoan, by
Jove - Risum teneatis, amici?”’ '

" Well done, O my Disciple; I like yom' AW
dulity, and am giad you think to have cavght e
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tripping, because I must now explin to you in
what manner inflammation is arrested by the ap-
plication of either cold or heat in a liquid form.

1 have already told you, that in inflammation
the blood-vessels of the inflamed part are greatly
distended by blood, and as the action of cold is
well known to produce contraction of the mus-
cular fibre (which may be familiarly exemplified
by the shrunk appearance of the features when
exposed for any length of time to extreme cold),
and every artery possesses a muscular coat, it
follows that by the application of cold water in
the first instance, you prevented the accumulation
of blood in the seat of injury, which by the dis-
tention of the part alone would probably have
induced such pain as would have compelled you
to leave your horse on the road. Thus far then
you seem to have done well, and can comprehend
the rationale of such treatment. But, if cold
water be capable of producing such good effects,
why should you fly to hot, say you, wluch must
bring about an opposite result ?

Your reason then for using hot water is this,
There is @ set of vessels in the body colled ezka-
lants, which terminate by open mouths upor the
skin; and give passage to the perspiration ; and
although by the employment of hot water you



224

favour the entrance of blood iuto the blood-vessels
by relaxing their muscular coat, and thereby pro-
duce distention, you at the same time not only
relax the surrounding parts so as to enable them
to bear this distention, but at the same time pro-
duce a similar effect upon the exhalant vessels,
the discharge from which materially lessens in-
flammatory action. Nor is the swelling occa-
sionally observed after the use of hot water by any
means to be altogether attributed to an increased
quantity of blood in the blood-vessels, but rather
to that relaxation of which I have spoken, which
so greatly tends to diminish pain and uneasiness.

Thus you see that I have not blown hot and
cold without sufficient reason for so doing ; and if
you ask me why, since the result of either appli-
cation is the same eventually, I have advocated a
change from one to the other, I reply, that in the
first instance cold was the only remedy at hand,
and therefore you had no choice left you; and
that having done its duty in arresting inflammyg-
tion for a certain period, 1 advise the usie of*t
fluids, because I think that they are mops so
ing tujthe system generally than are co 'm
tious, immediptely after the recsipt. of an
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pursue in the treatment of such a case as I have
just brought under your notice, and in others of
a similar nature.

Your object is ever the same, to subdue undue
excitement by such means as tend to calm the
action of the heart in the first instance, and to
keep it in that state until Nature shall have got
over the shock she has sustained, and to alleviate
pain by the employment of such means as tend to
diminish local distress.

Being thus made aware of the reasons for your
adopting the measures I have recommended, you
would doubtless stare to see your horse bled, and
then immediately blistered over the seat of injury
by any farrier whom you might send for; and yet
I do not in the least exaggerate when I declare
my firm belief that nine out of ten of these men
would employ both the means I have enumerated
if requested to attend an accident of the nature of
that we have just considered.

It is not long since I knew a mare irretrievably
injured by a farrier who was sent for to attend her
on account of a large abscess of the leg conse-
quent upon a blow. This wiseacre, totally igno-
rant of any right principle of treatment, opened
the abscess, as he should have done; but, never
satisfied with doing a little, proceeded to pass a
seton through the whole length of the abscess,

Q
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thus stimulating a part already sufficiently in-
flamed; and crowned his handiwork by blister-
ing the whole leg from above the knee down to
the coronet. The consequence was a permanent
callus, for which our farrier should have been
treated as report says a Sporting Squire once
served one of the same genus whom he acciden-
tally caught in the act of burning one of his horse’s
feet so0 as to make it fit a shoe he had no mind to
alter. By the help of his two whippers-in, the
red-hot shoe was vigorously applied to Vulcan’s
seat of honour in such a way as thereafter to
render his identity unquestionable.

Before I conclude what I have to say respecting
the treatment of a strain of the back sinew—and
which case I have introduced, by-the-bye, as an
illustration of the mode of treating all injuries
of a similar nature, let them occur in what part
they may—I must remark that the position of the
affected part is a matter strictly to be attended to.
Rest being a necessary agent in subduing inflam-
mation, the muscles—the organs of motion—of
the injured part should be placed, as much as
possible, in a state of repose; and for this pur-
pose, where the accident, as in the case in point,
has occurred to the back of the leg, a high-heeled
shoe should be gently tacked on to the foot,
which will effectually prevent the back sinews
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from being put on the stretch so long as it is
worn.

As I do not purpose to go much at length into
the treatment of those ailments to which horses are
subject, I might here very well conclude what I
have to remark with respect to the remedies re-
quisite for the cure of the accident which 1 have
considered above ; but, for the purpose of giving
you an insight into the operation of applications
which may be advisable in a further stage of strain
of the back sinew, 1 will say a few words on the
nature of those agents which are generally in-
cluded under the head of stimulants.

Of local stimulants the principal are liniments,
blisters, setons, and the actual cautery or firing ;
and of these the first is the mildest, and the last
the most active in its operation.

So long as inflammation is present in any part
not deeply seated, any stimulant application is
highly improper; for as the nature of these re-
medies is, as their name implies, to increase the
vital action of the part to which they are applied,
it must be manifest that by employing them you
are augmenting that inflammatory action which
you should seek to allay. Whenever, therefore,
you find heat, pain, and the other symptoms of
active inflammation which I have already enume-
rated, the employment of stimulating liniments is
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extremely injudicious, not only on account of their
own immediate action, but likewise because in
their application it is necessary to use considerable
friction, which of itself would have an injurious
tendency. It is only, therefore, after all signs of
inflammation have disappeared, and the injured
part remains puffed (especially after work) and
weak, that remedies of a stimulating character
are to be resorted to.

But the case is materially altered when the
injury is deep-seated ; because you then, by the
application of stimulants, excite the action of
blood-vessels in the neighbourhood of the inflamed
part, and thus succeed in relieving it by the
attraction of a portion of the blood to the skin.
For this purpose blisters are preferable to lini-
ments, both on account of their greater activity
in general (although blisters may be made in a
liquid form, and thus assume the shape of lini-
ments), and because their application does not
require so much friction.

I have known several instauces of horses being
kept lame by the too early employment of blisters,
or by their being improperly placed. Since the
object of their use during active inflammation is
to withdraw blood from the part inflamed, it is
manifest that they should never be placed directly
over the seat of injury when inflammation exists
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near the skin. Where blisters are used on the
extremities, with a view to lessen inflammation,
they should also be applied above the inflamed
part, as the medicaments of which they are com-
posed, if taken up by the absorbent vessels, as
occasionally may happen, will otherwise rather
excite than diminish the action of the inflamed
part. A

Thus you will readily perceive that a good deal
of discrimination is requisite to determine the
propriety of employing stimulants, and also to
judge of the time when they may be used with
advantage, and the spot on which they should be
placed. In active internal inflammation, when it
is deemed requisite to blister at once, bleeding
should always be resorted to in the first instance,
otherwise the local irritation caused by the blister
will produce general excitement.

Nineteen out of every twenty farriers have no
other mode of treating every disease but by
bleeding, physicking, and blistering—three very
potent remedies, it must be admitted, when judi-
ciously employed, but whose very activity, when
migdirected, is a frequent source of irreparable
mischief.

Setons, or rowels, are employed for the relief
of some internal inflammations, and act by deter-
mining the blood from the affected part, thus
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giving its blood-vessels time to recover their
activity.

Of firing—since it is an operation which should
always be performed by a skilful Veterinary Sur-
geon, and moreover by his advice—1I shall say no
more than that it should never be resorted to
until less strenuous measures have failed, or in
such cases as those in which experience has
shewn those measures to be without efficacy.

Having now, I hope, given you some insight
into the operation of depleting and exciting re-
medies, 1 shall proceed to detail the symptoms
of some complaints which you will occasionally
meet with, and which may require energetic and
immediate treatment. In doing this it is not my
intention to lay down any general rules for the
treatment of active disease throughout all its
stages; as such knowledge as I may possess of
the different modes of subduing disease in the
horse only leads me, as it should every person
who has never practised veterinary surgery, to
doubt my own capabilities of conducting the
treatment of any grave malady until & cure is
effected. Nevertheless, as medical assistance is
not always at hand, and some complaints attack
a horse suddenly, it is fit that every proprietor of
horses should render himself master of the neces-
sary steps to be pursued on the occurrence of any
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disease of which he may understand the sym-
ptoms. .
INrLAMMATION OF THE Lungs frequently
comes on suddenly, and, unless active treatment
be immediately adopted, in many instances will
prove fatal if allowed to remain uncombated even
for a single day and night. If the advice I have
given respecting thorough ventilation and perfect
cleanliness in the stable be scrupulously followed,
this is a disease which should occur but rarely to
your stud; but, be your precautions what they
may, it will occasionally supervene in horses either
constitutionally predisposed to it, or who have been
ridden or driven beyond their strength.

The principal symptoms of this disease are a
full but not a jerking pulse, a bright red appear-
ance of the lining membrane of the nostril, a rigid
and extended position of the fore-legs, and pant-
ing respiration. The poor animal likewise will
frequently direct your attention to the seat of
disease by looking round at his flanks with a
piteous expression of countenance that betrays
the intensity of his sufferings.

Now let us pause for a moment to consider why
this disease should produce such a train of sym-
ptoms as I have enumerated.

. The pulse is full, but not jerking, because the
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lungs, being distended with blood, present an
impediment to the power of the heart, and conse-
quently prevent a free circulation of this fluid.

The lining membrane of the nostrils is of a
bright red hue, from its partaking probably of the
irritation of the air-passages generally, and con-
sequently containing a larger quantity of blood
than usoal.

The fore-legs are extended and rigid, as by this
position the play of the muscles of the chest and
shoulders is impeded, and the horse thereby better
enabled to keep the thorax at rest, and to breathe
by the descent of the diaphragm or midriff (whose
action increases the capacity of the chest) and by
the abdominal muscles.

The panting respiration is induced by the pain
which a deep inspiration would cause by distend-
ing the lungs.

When inflammation of the lungs has once set
in, it is usually so intense that the blood deserts
the extremities, from feebleness of the heart’s
action, and from the quantity of this fluid which
is determined to the seat of disease; and hence
the legs, ears, and nose are usually stone cold.
The breath is likewise usually cold, which is ac-
counted for by hLeat possibly being generated by
the contact of atmospheric air with the blood in
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its passage through the lungs, and which contact
is now materially diminished by the small quantity
of air inhaled.

When a horse attacked by inflammation of the
lungs has once assumed the posture I have men-
tioned, he usually maintains it most perseveringly,
seldom lying down until exhausted nature can no
longer support him in the upright position.

These symptloms having indicated to you the
nature of the complaint, it is clear to you that the
gorged state of the lungs must be relieved by the
abstraction of blood. Nor is this all; for acute
inflammatory action being once established, it is
far from sufficient to reduce the pulse to its normal
state. Were you to stop there, the tendency to
inflammation still existing, and the vital power
being strong, you would find every bad symptom
re-appearing. If you place your finger on the
artery of the jaw, so soon as a sufficient quantity
of blood has been ahstracted to remove the con-
gested state of the lungs, you will find the pulse
more free and active, and having reduced the
number of its pulsations to forty in the minute—
the healthy standard—you may think you have
done enough; but, on the contrary, you must
enfeeble your patient to prevent re-action, and
you must produce a debility proportionate to the
excitement lurking in the system. Keep your
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finger then on the pulse, and when it begins to
flutter and fail, and your horse staggers and reels,
then, and not till then, close the orifice in the
vein—which orifice, by-the-bye, should always be
large, that a greater impression may be made on
the system by the sudden abstraction of blood.

The pulse being reduced, you must prevent the
re-action of the heart by giving nauseating and
depressing medicines. For this purpose, give a
ball composed of the following ingredients: —

Culomel ............ Half a drachm.
Tartar Emetic . ..... «+ Two scruples.
Powdered Digitalis.... One scruple.
Liquorice Powder .... Three drachms.

Honey enough to make a ball.

If your Veterinary Surgeon do not make his ap-
pearance within six hours, you may repeat this
medicine. In the meantime gently rub your
horse’s ears and legs until the circulation be re-
stored in them ; swathe the latter in warm flannel
bandages, loosely applied, quite up to the shoul-
ders and stifles; put a sufficient quantity of clothes
on him to keep his body perfectly warm, and let
as much fresh air as possible be freely admitted
into your stable. No food of any description is
to be given in the first instance; but, on the con-
trary, if the symptoms do not abate before the
administration of the second ball, the bleeding



235

must be repeated until faintness be induced. A
pailful of cold water, in which an ounce of nitre
is dissolved, should be left within reach of the
horse.

Unlike the treatment of external inflammation,
you cannot, in such a case as I have described,
give purgative medicines without incurring the
almost certain risk of inducing a fatal inflamma-
tion of the bowels, owing to the sympathy existing
between them and the lungs.

The metastasis, or change of seat, of inflam-
tory disease in the horse is very remarkable, and
it occasionally happens that interpal inflammation
of some part of the body will be transferred to
the feet or legs, causing the latter to swell pro-
digiously in a very short space of time.

Acute INFLAMMATION OF THE FEET is a very
serious disease, and, if it do not terminate by
rendering a horse totally unserviceable, at any
rate seldom fails to curtail his power of speed and
the freedom of his action.

The symptoms are, great restlessness and con-
stant shifting from one foot to the other, a full
and bounding pulse, extreme heat and tenderness
of the feet, and an early desire to lie down, which
baving once done, the horse is almost incapable
of rising, and frequently puts his nose to the
affected part, thus indicating its seat.
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In this case you must send for a smith, and
make him pare away the horn from the toe until
he opens the vein which is there situated, and
take from three to four quarts of blood, according
to the size and strength of your horse, from each
foot. 8hould no smith be at hand, and you are
incapable of performing the operation yourself, it
will be better to bleed from the vein running up
the inside of the leg than to delay to take blood
somewhere. In this case you must make pressure
on the vein above the opening, whereas in bleed-
ing from the neck the pressure is made below it,
usually with the edge of the pail or can into
which the blood flows.

Have your horse back-raked, and give him the
same medicines as for inflammation of the lungs
until your Veterinary Surgeon arrives.

In addition to this treatment let the shoes be
removed, and the sole and crust of the hoof be
gently pared and rasped, to diminish as much as
possible its pressure on the internal parts of the
foot, and then envelop the leg and foot in cloths
soaked in the coldest water in which nitre to the
extent of one ounce to every quart has been just
dissolved.

I believe most Veterinary Surgeons employ:
warm applications in this complaint; but, al-’
though they may be right, I doubt much if the
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hoof is thereby much softened and rendered
capable of extension as asserted; and without
this effect, as warmth will certainly cause a
greater flow of blood to the hoof than usual, it
must be detrimental.

The last disorder which I shall mention is
SpasM of the musular coat of the bowels, or as
it has been termed, FraTturLENT Coric. This
complaint is sudden in its attack, and 1s fre-
quently produced by large draughts of cold water
taken when the body is heated, and by the admi-
nistration of too great a quantity of aloetic medi-
cines, especially if badly pulverized, and given
when @ horse is not previously prepared by bran
mashes, or is allowed corn and beans before the
operation of this purgative has ceased. This
complaint should perhaps more properly be called
Sepasmopic Couric; that of FuaruLent Couic,
which is really unnecessary, being reserved to
designate those cases which are induced by the
fermentation of new oats, hay, or green meat in
the stomach, by which process a large quantity
of gas is generated, which ultimately gives rise
to spasm.

A horse suffering from gripes or spasmodic colic
paws the ground violently; smells his flanks;
kicks them with the hind legs ; extends himself
as far as he can; suddenly gathers himself toge-
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ther; shifts about ; lies down, and rolls upon his
back ; then immediately rises, shakes himself, and
goes through the same manceuvres again, accom-
panying them with groaning so long as the spasm
lasts.

The suddenness of the attack, the temperature
of the extremities being natural, and the pulse
not increased in quickness soon after the spasm
has ceased, together with the animal appearing
in good health in the intervals of the complaint,
will distinguish spasmodic colic from inflamma-
tion of the bowels, which may nevertheless su-
pervene should the spasms be of long continuance
and frequently repeated. For this reason I would
recommend you to begin your treatment of colic,
when severe, by the abstraction of three or four
quarts of blood, and follow it up by back-raking
and the injection of a large quantity of warm
gruel into the bowels, to which you may add four
ounces of oil of turpentine. Prior, however, to
administering this injection, give by the mouth a
pint of old ale warmed, with half a teaspoonful
of powdered ginger and six drachms or an ounce
of laudanum, and where the complaint arises from
fermented food, you may add half an ounce of
carbonate of soda. Ten minutes after this dose
has been swallowed give the glyster, during the
operation of which your horse may be moved
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about gently, or his belly may be rubbed with
warm flannels.

When all bad symptoms have disappeared,
mashes should be substituted for corn, and a
mild dose of physic given to remove any feculent
matter from the bowels.

The variety of diseases to which the horse in
his state of bondage is liable precludes the pos-
sibility of even noticing them in the limits of this
Treatise. Suffice it therefore to say, that in cases
where you have decided symptoms of external or
internal inflammation, you will never go wrong in
taking blood (except where manifest debility ac-
companies the attack, as in some cases of Influ-
enza), although you may occasionally err in the
exhibition of purgative medicines.

Ere I conclude, let me say a few words respect-
ing the treatment of BrokEN KNEEs, an acci-
dent which may occur at almost any moment,
and which requires immediate attention. The first
thing to be done is carefully to wash away with a
soft sponge and warm water every particle of sand
or gravel which may have insinuated itself into
the wound, of which you will then be better
enabled to ascertain the depth. It occasionally
will happen in a very severe fall that the capsule
of the joint is lacerated, and in this case an.effu-
sion of a limpid and somewkat glutinous liquid,
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called synovia or joint-oil, will take place. This
may not be very perceptible at first, particularly
if the opening into the joint be small; but so
soon as your attention is directed to it, you should
lose no time in sending for the best Veterinary
Surgeon within reach, as you will scarcely be able
to manage the case by yourself. Where the lace-
ration of the capsule is extensive, the probability
is that the subsequent inflammation will ultimately
produce abscess, ulceration of the cartilages of
the joint, and, if the horse live long enough,
destruction of the bones which compose it. But
should the opening into the joint be small, the
object you must keep in view is to preserve it
accurately closed until Nature shall have had
sufficient time to effect its union by granulations.
For this purpose a heated iron, of proper dimen-
sions, is usually employed, and the edges of the
opening being cauterized, the eschar thus formed
and the subsequent swelling contribute to close
the opening for some days.

When the capsule of the joint is uninjured, and
the flap of skin which covered the wounded part
still remains, some Veterinary Surgeons have re-
commended that it be cut off, and the wound
dressed with frians’ balsam, which is a strong
stimulant. This treatment can scarcely, in my
opinion, be vindicated by sound judgment; and
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had I twenty horses in this state, I would in each
case lay the flap down as neatly as possible, and
retain it in its proper position by a single point of
suture at its least supported part, where the cut
portion was large and but loosely attached, or by
strips of adhesive plaster, together with a com-
press and bandage. These latter I would keep
constantly wetted with goulard lotion.

Where the skin is entirely removed, the best
application, after fomentations with hot water, is
a soft and warm linseed-meal poultice, which
should be removed every four hours unmtil the
inflammation subsides. You may also in every
case give a gentle dose of physic, and no other
food for the first few days than bran-mashes and
hay.

When the inflammation has been subdued, and
granulations appear, apply strips of adhesive
plaster, neatly one over the other so as to make
some pressure on the wound, and bandage the
leg very carefully with a linen bandage from
above the knee to the coronet. Several stimu-
lating applications may be requisite during dif-
ferent stages of the cure, among which friars’
balsam, and nitrate of silver lotions, varying in
strength according to the state of the parts, are
perhaps as good as any.

Whether the wound have penetrated to the
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joint or not, and whether the skin be hanging
to the wound or cut off, I would recommend
you in every instance of broken knees to apply a
splint of wood, of the whole length of the leg,
to the back of the limb, and to confine it by a
bandage. This is a precaution unattended to by
Veterinary Surgeons; but, inasmuch as it pre-
vents the injured part from being bent or moved,
should never be omitted ; for the quieter the state
of the wounded limb, the less will be the con-
sequent inflammation and the speedier the cure.
Where the injury is great, I should recommend
the splint to be kept on for at least six-and-thirty
hours without removal.

I bave spoken of cold lotions and warm poul-
tices as applicable to different degrees of broken
knees. Poultices rather tend to hasten the pro-
cess of suppuration, without a slight quantity of
which granulations will not be formed. They are
therefore to be used where there is no flap of
skin left. But if you wish to effect immediate
union of the cut parts, which should always be
attempted when practicable, suppuration is not
to be promoted, and therefore cold lotions are
preferable.

I once had a horse that had a broken knee,
which accident occurred before he came into my
possession, consequently how it was treated I
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know not. However he met with a second mis-
chance while being carelessly ridden by an ostler,
and broke his knee again in the same place ; and
by attending to the rules I have given for the
treatment of this accident, what was in the first
instance an unsightly scar, with some swelling,
was greatly improved in appearance, and the en-
largement removed.

Since that time I have twice recommended the
same plan to be followed, and each time have
witnessed its complete success. However, it re-
quires great care and nicety so to apply strips
of plaster and bandages as to prevent the swelling
so often consequent on a bad broken knee, and
which blisters and stimulants nine times out of
ten fail to reduce.

Farriers will tell you that the common adhesive
plaster will not do for a horse, and would fain
induce you to use slips of leather covered with
pitch ; but where your plaster perfectly encircles
the wounded part, as the knee-joint, and is cut
sufficiently long, one end overlaps the other, and
consequently it adheres to itself. Where this is
not the case the hair will prevent it from sticking.

INPLAMMATION OF THE EYE sometimes makes
its - appearance suddenly, either from irritating
substances, as hay, seeds, &c., making their way
into it, or from blows with a brush while cleaning
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the head, or a rap with a stick from a brutal
groom, who is in the habit of striking a horse
over the head while riding him, and perhaps acci-
dentally hits the eye by the sudden shifting of the
horse’s head when he expects a blow there. I
have seen a very severe injury of the eye, where
it presented the appearance of a mass of blood,
from this very cause.

In this case you must bleed from the vein
running just below the eye, and which is usually
very easily distinguished, and give physic and
bran-mashes. Cold lotions of goulard water are
to be constantly applied to the eye, and the stable
to be darkened while the inflammation is exces-
sive. When this is reduced, and the membrane
of the eye still remains clouded, you may inject
night and morning with a syringe a weak solution
of nitrate of silver, beginning with four grains to
an ounce of distilled water, and gradually in-
creasing its strength as the eye appears to improve
under its application. A little speck will fre-
quently remain on the membrane which cannot
be removed. Indeed it is occasioned by the
abrasion at the moment of injury of this most
delicate part. :

Greasy HEews you will have few opportunities
of treating if you follow the advice I have given
under the head of Stable Management. They are
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most frequently occasioned by washing the legs
with cold water while they are heated from exer-
cise, and suffering them afterwards to dry; the
consequent reaction after the application of cold
being excessive, and running into inflammation.
Nature then seeks to relieve the gorged vessels
by a discharge of ichorous matter from the in-
flamed part. Bringing a horse into a hot stable
also in the winter, when his legs are chilled with
standing some time perhaps in the snow, will
produce a similar effect. These ills are easily to
be avoided with a little careful supervision, and
by accustoming your groom to pay particular at-
tention to rubbing the heels dry at all times, and
keeping them pertectly clean.

When the disease has appeared, all causes
inducing it must be avoided ; and of these I may
mention draughts of air blowing upon a horse
from behind; and if the pain and heat of the
part be great, warm and soft poultices must be
applied in the first instance.

As soon as stimulating remedies are applicable,
you can use nothing better or cleaner than a solu-
tion of nitrate of silver in distilled water, begin-
ning with eight or ten grains to the ounce. Some-
times, however, the diseased parts will require a
change of stimulants, and you may. then apply
a solution of blue-stone in a strong decoction of
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oak bark. A stick of nitrate of silver or lunar
caustic may be lightly passed over the cracked
part occasionally with great advantage. But
there is one circumstance which, although in
every case neglected, you must not overlook. The
motion of the diseased part must, as much as
possible, be controlled. Every time the horse
bends the fetlock-joint he disturbs the process of
nature in effecting a cure; and as it is necessary
to prevent the crack in the heel from being dis-
turbed, you will find that any moderately soft
substance, as bees’ wax or putty, placed over and
close to the diseased part, will, by taking its
form and accurately making pressure upon each
portion of it, materially conduce to the cure. It
must be applied directly after the lotions I have
recommended, and must not only be kept on by
a neatly applied bandage, but the hollow in the
back part of the fetlock-joint must also be pre-
viously filled up by a pad- of tow, or some other
soft substance, in order that the joint may thereby
be rendered less capable of motion.

The heels being the farthest removed from the
heart, the circulation of the blood in them is less
active and vigorous than elsewhere, and conse-
quently their restoration to a healthy state is
achieved with more than usual difficulty. Some
horses that have cracked heels are in too high
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condition, while others in a debilitated state are
equally or perhaps more prone to the same dis-
ease. These different states of body of course
require opposite constitutional treatment ; the firat
demanding lbw diet with purgatives and diuretics;
the second, generous food with tonics.

Of all the preventives of grease with which I
am acquainted there is nonc—setting aside the
avoidance of those causes which I have already
mentioned as conducing to the disease—so effec-
tive in its operation as bandaging the legs regu-~
larly with flannel rollers.” 1 am an advocate for
their employment at most times in the stable,
as in my opinion they materially tend to fine the
legs when properly applied, and also, when not
put on too tightly, evidently keep up the circula-
tion in the extremities, a point of much conse-
quence.

Those who are not shewn the proper method of
applying a bandage generally do more harm than
good with them. I am sure I do not in the least
exaggerate whenT say thatInever yet knewa single
groom who could put on a bandage as it should
be. They fail about the pasterns and fetlocks,
and leave the bandage there loose and hagging, so
that, when pressure is requisite, the circulation
between the pastern-joint and the foot is impeded,
and the latter will be found cold, and the part
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between the coronet and fetlock perhaps some-
what swollen.

Bandages, to be neatly applied, should not be
go wide as grooms generally make them. You
will hardly be able to put them on properly if of
more than four inches in width. Begin by ap-
plying your roller just under the knee, pass it
round in rather a slanting direction, keeping your
finger on the extremity until you find it has taken
firm hold of the limb ; then let each turn of the
bandage cover one half of that above it, taking
care so to direct it that its under edge do not
bag, but lie closely on the leg. When you come
to the hollow behind the pastern, the bandage
must be half folded on itself, so that what was
its upper border shall be undermost, and this
must be repeated whenever it cannot be otherwise
made to lie smoothly and closely to the leg.

By bandaging from above downwards you in a
great measure avoid leaving any marks of the
roller on the hair.

So much then for the treatment of some of
those accidents and diseases which will occa-
sionally demand your attention. We have now
several treatises of great merit on the diseases of
the horse, in which every circumstance connected
with their symptoms and treatment is considered ;
and as it has only been my intention to notice
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such cases as will every now and then occur in
every man’s stable, and which require immediate
attention, I would recommend my readers to con-
sult the best veterinary authorities, and to make
themselves, as far as possible, masters of the prin-
ciples on which the treaiment of disease should
be founded, in order that they may not be im-
posed upon by the ignorance of a country Vulean
—that torturer of the equine race—nor the offici-
ousness of a would-be-learned groom, who deems
nothing easier than the cure of all diseases of the
horse, and takes the old saying of “ as strong as
a horse” as his authority for essaying upon his
unfortunate carcase every kind of dose of every
sort of medicine which it pleases his fancy to
imagine he must require.

Has your horse a bad coat or a trifling cough ?
down goes, night and morning, an ad libitum dose
of sulphur and antimony, together with a drench,
composed of Heaven knows what, but which you
are told is Macmorabolus (probably Lac Mirabile
—some old nostrum), and which Mr. So-and-s»,
the farrier, vows to be a never-failing specific for
& cough in all animals. Does he strain himself or
get a blow on any part? the stablg is forthwith
redolent of turpentine and hartshorn, and greasy
bottles containing liniments of every smell and
virtue adorn the shelves of your saddle-room, or
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are thrust away into holes and corners as though
the very light would rob them of some of their
precious qualities.

It is a difficult thing to treat the simplest form
of disease on really scientific principles, as expe-
rience is constantly demonstrating the errors of our
previous practice ; but it is by no means an ar-
duous task to acquire that degree of knowledge
which will enable us to strip ignorance of its
cloak, and confound the empiric who is incapable
of assigning a good reason for any portion of his
plan of treatment.

THE END,

MALCUAXT, PRINTER, INGRAM-COURT, FEKCHURCH-STREET.
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Mau of the World.

The Work is bighly illustrated with a complete Series of Covwry Mars, accy.
rately Coroungo, aud Embellished with upwards of Three Handsed Pic
Views of Towns, Castiis, Courcaes, Carukorats, Natusar Curtomtixs, No
aud a'eSvavs, Rexarns, &c. &c.

The division of the Wurk into separate Counties affords great accommodatipn
‘Ao the Public, in selecling such Eon.hm- as may be wished: thuy the W‘oﬁe\-n
Lircuit of Eagland compreheads Connwais, Dxvon, Donser, Box sassr, Witrs,

Hayrs, aud forms Pmnr interesting V. ulumet. The other Five melu of ﬁo
. Sudges may be selectesd uud bound up in the like manner.

Fo_emch Conuty are o of the Manxrts and Pass, u Fnony,
uhewln&upe Dmnc: of OVGIZ 'hv- from Lownvox, aud of Towna{rom ench other:
alsoa Copious TRAVELLING COUNTY GUIDE, describing all the Rosds, Inay,
Distancesoftages, Noblemen's and Gentiemen’s Seals, &c. forming

A COMPLETE COUNTY ITINERARY.

i Ptan of this Work has tecelved pariicalar approbation, from Its Ml! y
. h mmtn !.:'dw:f.ﬁ.i by which ::m ?crm-, eiltber um., o;. on VYoo
I'o m o viowing man uties which M

T o e vitons Wateriog Places 1t will b Tound s

iuofueh?‘rl.en«unt aseparate Hiy of eachConnty,v  __
mﬁmm«mm‘hm’:w& Four 8 Ay «(&‘M
may be had separately. - :
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The Lakes of England.

TABLETS of an ITINERANT in WESTMORELAND : forming
8 complete Guide to the SCENERY of the NORTRERN LAKES ; with an Itinerary
of the several Roaps, Towns, ViLLAGEs, and Objects worthy of notice to the Traveller.
Iilustrated with a Coloured Map and 41 Views, etched on Steel l:?"l'a u; from
Original Drawings, By GEORGE TATTERSALL. Post 8vo. 1232, bd. and lettered.

* This la one 0 (the best Guides to the Lakes that we bave met with, The deseriptive past of the
heauties of the Inken, the montain seenery, the raads, distances, inns, spats worth seeing, &c. s of
the rery best kind, The best season for lalfng 13 now at hand, we can safely neolmons' this work
10 the attenting of Louriste, They witl find It a most usefal guide and companion by the way, and
ou thedr return it will afford ample matter {or enteriainlog remnisceuces.”—Liverposl Meroury.

HISTORY and ANTIQUITIES of the CATHEDRAL

CHURCHES of GREAT BRITAIN: with complete Lists of Bishups and Deans.
‘This valuable Work forms Four superb Yolumes, comprising 28 Parts, iflus-

trated with 257 Plates, Drawn and Engraved by J. and H. 8. STORER. .

May be had by one or more at a time, as follow :~

Peterborough Sallabury Rochester St. Pa.. . Fxeter
Lincoln Gloucester Carlisle Lichfield York
Oxford Hereford Bath St Au:h" Durham.
Winchester Chester Llandaff Norwic

Canterbury Worcester Bristol Bnnm.

o Ely 8t. David’s We

Each Cathedral Is Hlustrated by Eight highly-finished Views, and aGroond Plan,
Price 3¢ in demy 5v0.; or the whole in Four Parts, Svo. balf-bound, 4k 4s.

_ of ITALY; a Guide to the Antiquities and Cario-
sitios of that Intoresting Conntry; coantaining Sketehen of Mauners, Soclety,
anl Custowns 3 with an ltlnernr{ of Distances, and a Description of Rume,
Florence, Naples, Venice, and their Environs, By H. COXE, Esq. Illustrated by
a Map and Plates. Price 124 bound.

——

COOK®E’S GUIDE to the LAKES of CUMBERLAND, WEST-
MORELAND, and LANCASHIRE; including a Description af the surrounding
::o‘n:ry,tlo Vales, Mountaine, adjacent Towns and Villages, Local Pecuil

PICTURE of the ISLE of WIGHT: with TWENTY-

of the most interesting Views throughout the Island, drawn and engraved h

COOKE. To which are prefixed, an ACCOUNT of the ISLAND, and n_Vot#
rouad ITS COAST. Price19s. DL 9

sevy

JEVANS'S WALKS through NORTH and SOUTH WALES,

eontalal l'lopor- ical and Statistical Doscription of the Princi e
a Ooplox Travel! h:»kule. exhibiting the Dir’:i and (‘m.miz‘ll-‘z: Dis-
tances of Stages, and MNoblemen's Seats. With Maps and Views. 8¢, bound.

A
TEAM-BOAT COMPANION from LONDON @

ND, SOUTHEND, AEANE BAY, MARGA d RA oo
MMI Nalios of the seversl ‘1':?:".1'!;;«. Pablic)
namwﬂnhm'- h.t:., Ulunsratod h-t.:'lw
:l.ﬂdbu.luu,m:.ni Kontish Shores, bes lmpdon and Bameg ‘ﬁ
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rocam.
Sz

o Bookg of Traves,

AND

WORKS USEFUL ror tue DISPATCH or BUSINESS,

*o¥ The fullowing Work Books comprehend a valuable 8eries of Practical and diss
gnu T'u?m' expressly adapted to the daily Business of the Operative, Artist, and

NICHOLSON'S CODE OF MECHANICAL 8CIENCE,

Being a complete Encyclopadia_of Practical Knowledge; con-
tu.iodg nearly Oue Thowsand Pages of Print, and illusivated by
OxE HunoreD Copper-plate Engravings, comprising Ong THousaND

Subjects of MECHANICAL SCIENCE.

PERATIVE MECHANIC and BRITISH MACHINIST : com.
]l:nhaldln a p and sy ic Develop both of the Theory and
ractice oiﬁw Productive Arts, in their present state of uarivalled perfections
and exbibiting the actwal Construction aod practical Uses ofall the Machinery and
Tmpiements now used in Great Britain, with the real Processesadopted lns«rfecl-
ing the National Manufactures of every description. By JOHN NICH LSON,
Eaq, Civil Engineer. in One large Volume, Octavo, Third Edidon, 14, 114, 6 balfs
bowund; or in Thirty Weekly Numbers, 1¢. each.

Thie work diaplays, in a cheap and succinct form, and in & correct aad com-
Probonsive manner, the actual wtate of Scientific Improvement as at present ape
plicd to the uctive Industry of this Empire 3 not as the same knowledge now
exists in Books, but as actually found in Worksbops and Maaufactories of the st
Character, as regards Carpentry, Joincry, Masonry, and every branch of the Butlds
ing Art. It conveys very desirable information relalive to Eugines and Cone
Mructions K:lﬂlenhrl ~MILL WORK, HYDRAULICS, PRINTING MACHIN.
ERY, and WATCHES, and to all Branches of tie METALLIC, WOOLLEN,
Co N, LINEN, BILK, PAPER, PORCELAIN, and other important Maiue

ot
"To thls mew Edition of the OPERATIVE MECHANIC, the Proprietors have
made v, sid Additions, by way of Supp! , exhibiting a COMPLETE
VIEW of the PUBLIC Womofthfi CUOUNTRY, hy the BARON DUPIN, This
invalaable ﬁﬂnnme«t presents a Series of PLANS, ELEVATIONS, SECTIONS,
and DETAULS, ox1uhitely engraved, fucluding the wost striking Exnmples ¢
lﬂtlﬂhM lonce, 8kill, Power, iagenuity, and Persaverance, as exbibited in mur
A rof| NEer ILON(Including SUSPENSION BRIDGES),CANALS
LOCKS, PORTS, PIERS, DOCKS, LIGHTHO SES, RAILWAYS, wwmmvd
ENGt mc. Ac. It istherefore equally valnable to the lntell‘;em. Workwaun,
Master Msanfs 'or, and ing Praj . N

SPECIMENS of MARBLES for DECORATIONS, from be Ox.

Collection In the Radciiffe Library and the Ash wyeum, vl
for the Lss of ORNAMENTAL PAINTERS; forming & Sulr;lemenl to, aud -
L for the Accommodmtion of Purchasers of the First Editiun of 4
‘and Glagier's Guide” By NATHANIEL WHITTO(K. [flostrated
with Sovostecn Plates, printed on Quarto, and accurately coloured. Price s, .

Kendall's Gothic Architecture.

AN ELUCIDATION of the PRINCIPLES of ENGLISH.
SROATIRCOTE wed Goratc. By JOHN KENDALL, of Exeter;

B denomlax
mrzm;?’a:‘- Plates of Examyles, engravedby Messrs.Srennn,

piod 1o Shat sdmired Btyle of Bullding, ‘Elogastly printed in 500, price (s . bossdy 3

and u-ﬂvm«mmml .
*‘WW“*““:M Pprice1és. oards; or In quaity

R
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The firat oix by C. F, PARTINGTON, E8q.

1. CLOCK and WATCH
MAKER'S GUIDE; comprehending the
early Ristory of the Art, it Progressive
Improvement, and Present State. 2s.

2. COACHMAKER’S and
WHEELWRIGHT'S GUIDE; compre-
hending the Theory and Constraction of

Wheel burr!l;u ls. 8.

3.SHIPBUILDER'SGUIDE;
comprehending the Theory and Practice
of Naval Architecture, 3s. 6d.

4+ BUILDER'S GUIDE;
comprehending the Theory and Practice
of the several departments of Archi-
tecture, Bricklaying, Brickmaking, Ma-
sonry, Carpentry, Joinery, Painting, and
Plumbing. With Useful Information
aun the Application and Durability of Ma-
terlals, &¢. .70,

5. PRINTER’S GUIDE ; con-
tatning n Sketch of the Hiatory and
Progress of Printing to its Present State
of Improvesent; Detuails of ite several
Departments; unnmerous Schemea of
Impovition ;5 Modern Improvemeunts in
Rtereotype, Pressés, and Machinery.
2e. 6d.

6. ENGRAVER'S GUIDE;
with its Modern Improvements in Steel
Plates, Lithograply, &e. 12 6d.

¥g® These Six Treatizes, collectively, form a
large ond inlevesting Veiwme, and will be found
a yaluable acquisition te Yonnug Mechawics ; they
map be Aud, weatly bound in cloth, for 155, being
300 deaa thun when puychwsed separalcly.

7. CABINET.MAKER’S

GUXDE or, Rales and Instructions in

he Art of Varnishing, Dying, Staining,

hpanulog. Pnlhhlng. Lacquering, and

n! ood. Jvory, Tortelec.

! G- A, SIDDONC.
8 Edmon. . “.

vade-

’ mend thi
. MMHhmtu 'k':tolum;
. wm M

YER’S GUlDE 3 2 Com-

lf :.u- At of D
u. 00!, xnulh'x#"""
" Furaliare, .e.; the Method of Scvuring

sud Bleaching, By T. PACKER, D
snd Chzmm.' (.13 {m-rd B> Dyer

9. VARNISHER'S cmm:;
& Practical Treatise on the Art of Making
and Applylng Varnishes, to Painting, and
to other branches of the Arta. With
vew Obaervations and Experiments on’
Copal; on the Substances employed In
the Composition of Varnish. By P.F.
TINGRY, 6s. boarda.

10.H OUSE-PAINTER'S and
COLOURMAN'S GUIDE; a Treatise
on the Preparation of Colours, and their
Application to the different kinds of
Palnting 3 In which is described the Art
of Houss PainTiNag, By P. F, TINGRY.
8rd Edition, improved, 7s. boards.

The three following are by

Joun NicHovsox, Esq. Civil Engineer,

1. BUILDER'S PRACTI-
CAL GUIDE; containingan Explamation
of the l‘rlnclplen of Sclence, ay applicd
to Bullding; comprisiog sn entire
Course of Instraction for Masans,
Brk:khyen, Carpenters, Jolners, Plas-
terers, Slaters, Plumbers, Glul
and Painters; with the Castomary llc.
thods of Ettlmu\n-g. Messuring, and
Charging. Piates. 7s, boards,

12 MILLWRIGHT’S
GUIDE; a Practical Treatise on the
Constraction of all kinds of Mt Work,
and the Application ot the Power of
Wind and Water. Plates, 7s. boards.

13. PPRACTICAL ESSAY
on the Constrnction mod Use of the
STEAM ENGINE, and ou the Applitas
tion of Power from Steam. 24, 6d.

14. PRACTICAL VIEW of
the most remarkahle Public Works
and Nstioosl Improvements of

British Empire; elucldated by.

Stope or Irom (includ
, Camale, Locka,

From the ol

With T Pintes, .
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Whittock's Pdainter's and Glazier's Guide,

DECORATIVE PAINTER’S and GLAZIER’S COMPLETE
GUIDE} containing the most approved Methods of imitating Onk, Mahogany,
Mapie, Rone, Cedar, Coral, and ¢1cry other kind of Fancy Wood; Verd Autique,
Dove, Siennn, Porphyry, White, Velned, and other Marbles, in Oil or Distemper
Colour; Designs for Decorating Apartinents, in accordance with the various
Ntyles of Architecture; Directions for Stencilling, and Process for Destroylag
Damp in Rooms, with Instructions and Patterns £ Painting Transparent Blindsy
alva,n complete Body of informnation on the Art of Stalning and Painting on Glass}
Plans for the Frection of Apparatus for nunealing it; and the method of joining
Fizures together leading, with Examples from Ancient Windows., By
NATHANIEL WHIT TOCK, u-sisted by lhe most experienced and practical Artizany
in every Departimentof Decorative Painting aud Glasing, Nutlg printed on fine
wove paper, and illastrated with Oug Huonured Prares, Foxrv-8ix of which are
accurately Coloured, the whole forming a handsome Volume in Quarto, and mny
bhe had complete, price 2¢ 13a. bound and lettered; or, in Fifty Numbery, by one
or more at & time, price s vach.

®g% ‘A work coutaining namerons weli-coloured and eaplanatory plates; a work which neither
The Decorailve Puinter, G’lxkf, nor e on the Parnisher, should be withowt; 8 work whose coplous-
neas of detail, and wecuraey ol practical fuformatioo on the varinus sulijects of which it Ireats, hax o
rivat: here the Painler, the Paruirher, the Blogier, aud the Glagastainer, will find what yo ather
haok coutains, namicly, directius (or the practicol applivation of Uit réspectlse sris”—Tingry's
Varnisher's Guide.

APPENDIX TO THE ABOVE.
Whittoci's Desigus for Shep Fronts.

VIEWS of the Most Elegant SHOP FRONTS in LONDON :
slvo ORIGINAL DESHINS: with Observations and Hinty for Improving Shop
Fronts in geneenl, by giving them vuriety an { character, and an lrp«oprlm
atyle of decoration, in accordance with the seversl trudes carried on within them.
Selected a9 A Guide to the Public, and for the Use of Architects, Builders, Cags
enters, und Paluters, in the Frection of New Houses, or the Altering 0id O
Hustrated with 13 Plates. By N. WHITTOCK, Autbor of the * Decnrative Palote®s
and Glngier's Gride.” Elegnnily printed in éto,. and accuralely coloured. Pr ce 18s.)
or with tlie Plates plain, 2. cloth, .

H ARDWICK’'S TRADER'S CHECK-BOOK; for .
at one View, the Amount of any Qsantlty of Goudy Bought ar Sold hy the Huw!
Weight or Ton, or by Tale or Mcasure. Also. the OILMAN’S ASSISTANT
shewing the valuc of A Ton of Fisu or 8511 011, from One Farthlug to One Pouud:
per Gailon 3 or the Weight of any number of Gnllom, from One Galion to Owne.
Tun, By R, W. WHITTON. Particularly adapted for the wee of GROCERS,
OILMEN, BUGAR-REFINERS, TRON FOUMDVRS, TALLOW.CHANDLENM®,
NA: MAXUFACTIURERS, HOP MERCHANTS, CHEESEMONGERS. DRUGGHTH.
&e. &c. . .
And any Business where Goods ave Sold or Borght by the Great Hundrcd, Ton, Tule,
or Measure, Price 34, ¢4

Ews @GOLD wnd SILVERSMITH'S TABLES; shewing thé’
hﬁu'ogu,n‘y quantity of Bilver of Gold, from 36, to Jos, pet oz.; and from L
7Nn

o,

54, b). par oK, 3 (rinn one graia to 1009 nunces. Tables of Dutien as churged
v ij and sum-‘;" Valuo of Gotd aL the Cuivage Price; Bigndard, -

g eights of the Guld and STiver Cuinn’et Assayer's Mode of

e ﬁv‘ ;

) Mints Tadlcs of the Rale of
h Prance.

it
%‘w E m‘ , Portagal, aud Humbre', with refavenc;

xchange, shes lng the Value of $he,

: mwuﬁtm Tmjirovements, price TeRxceeding), ok
X 3 mirivemen - e
& tyws, S ans, Wonsins SLYAINITAN, PAWSSAOKRSS, Al 4T -

bt g 44
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Aldorson on Steam.

ESSAY on the NATURE and APPLICATION of STEAM
1t the yarious purposes MW.M\M(NG ROOMS, HEATING DRYING.HOURES,
MANUFACTURING SUGAR aud SALT, COOKING. &c. &c.; the whole of which
are treated of In such a way ns to furnish sufiicient information for the manufactur
ing of mnst of the apparatus mentioned. By M. A, ALDER,SON‘ Civie B“ulnl.
Mliustrated by numerous Plates of Steam Engines a for

purposes: the propelimg of Carriages on Railways, on the commoz Road, an
Bteam Bhips; ulso Stemn Sugar anrd Salt Manufactories, Warmi App‘ruu
&e. &c.; with Plates of the most improved Bollers. Svo. price 10s,

“An Son‘ and an Historical Rotlce of the Rise and progressive lmprmt this mighty
vhmur pow ek, haw hun )uu published, which may beconsidered the most complote -ormlal of 1t that
Moceﬂ 1 ensy inanmach av it not euly traces back its origin, but exumines and
dncrlbua“l vlrlmu llllcn\rrrin that bave becn made un to the present nnmq'l‘ with the vh' of
mm M’.’:f'"' its gimost [ufnite capabilitics, The nu\hur nl this 3
ngineer {ar it ke veceived the Prize last year from lle Mechanjcs’ Institate, Il s not diMcait
lomvn that he nrmld such & distiuction, for be takes & very clear view of his subject, aud
himself with Aod” foe iR inilry, Slthoukh Wit saufected -piaaz;
TM guestion v rlln; umdleu of establiehing Rall-Roads aad Steam-Carriages to run

common highway he discassrs with much impaet dlly. Al the rmvnt moment, such 8 work,

ul it Ilmmhm are vary be g . Heveld, July1s, lm.

T.EYBOURNE'S TRADER'S SURE GUIDE; containing

Tahles, exhibiting at one view the Amouat or Value of any Nnmbcrm' Quantity.
sy fromn One to Ten Thousand, at the various Prices, from One Flﬂh\n‘ o

Oxe Poud New Editlon, by T. HUGHES, printed with hr;u Figurcs, 84. 64,

BET‘TESWOR‘I‘H’S MINIATURE READY-R ECKOVER
or Trader's infalliblc Goide j—which carries the Farthings and Haifpence Miﬂ
thaa any other: for m Pocket. By T.HUGHES. Price 14, bound.

BETTESWORTH'S TABLES of INTEREST, on
an enlarged Plan, from 14,10 10004, 3 from One Day to 100 Days, and for ou tn
Twelve Monthy, at two, two and a nlf. three, three and n half, four, four and a
balf, and five per cent. per anpum: with Tahles of nrulerqe. and for valuing
Annuities. New Editlon, opyoved by J. GQODLUCK, %. 6d. )

“

Interest at One View.
"TABLES of SIMPLE INTEREST, at Three, Four, Four-snd-a- bolf

LA

and Five porcu or from Ono to Bight per Cent..) from O Throe ‘
nldﬂlal‘- nD‘?thvawmw TA )lﬂadw.”l
:HANGE, Ong-eighth to Five per Ceat, and

laty, lé?ﬂ &2, by the m W Month, or Year, A T lblo
‘ rm&'f I: un\“:’. l:-’lml.:l‘ ;’;} ;h}; T‘L:;:W D -b;lg;: .
y caleuls ; or of amber lgu
[ [ :
A= h\t M Yoy Bay in the following .'\

) THOMAS BOWTES. » vt Wwwmuw )
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Agtrology.

Dxoicared 10 Bin Joun Herecusr, Barr.

GRAMMAR of ASTROLOGY, contuining all things necessary

for CAtcutaving A Namivity, by common Arithmetc. Second Edition. By
ZADKIEL THE SEER. Price j«. cloth.

This wark wiil enable any person to calculate his own Nativity, and decide for
himeelf, by the modera and improved rules of Astrulogy, how far that science is
true or false, The Author cally upon Men of Science to inake the experiments
believing that the character, disposition, fitness for auy particular employment,
and general destiny, may be foreknuwn by tho sireple rules lnid down in this work.
1t contains the Natlvity of Lord Byron’s Daughter; aud it is a curious fact that this
Lady's marringe, which took place in June 1838, waa foretold In the GRAMMAR
nf ASTROLOGY that the event would happen at the period it really did. With
the calculations given at length,

"TABLES to be used in CALCULATING NATIVITIES; com-
Ising ‘Tables of Declination, Right Ascension, Ascentlonal Difference, and Polar
“evalion: also Tables of Houses for London and Llverpoul. Computed hy

ZADKIEL, fur the Grnaxxas ¥ A¥tRolouY. Price vs.6d.

TILLY’S INTRODUCTION to ASTROLOGY ; being the whole
of that celebrated Author’s Rules for the Practice of Horary As?roLooy ; wherein
the superstitions of the 17th cenmr{ have'been expunged, and the whole art
d d piain and familiar: particularly fitted for the use of learners, and
accordant with the improved science of the present day. The emny Rulesgiven in
this Work will enable searchers after truth to decide on the reality of Astrology,
in » few woeks, by practiving Horary Questions, Edited by ZADKIEL, Author of the
Gramumnar of Astrology, Astrological Almanac, &¢.  8vo, price 10s, 64, boards.

N3, The former editions of William Lilly's Astrology are long since out of
print, and ouly to be met with at very bigh prices. This is printed from the edie
tion of 1647, and all the Sci Fac-similes of the Hieroglyplics of the
Praaus and Fizg of Lowvox, and a Portrait of the Author.

e——

‘uture Events.

»
R APHAEL’S ROYAL BOOK of FATE; QUEEN ELIZABETH’S
OMACLE of FUTURE EVENTS!!! Witb a large Plate, containlug Sixty.foar
Myutical Emblems, relating to Riches, Love, Marriage, anu'nen, reams foree
toﬁl and all subjects of Fate, Chance, and Mortal Dul{ny. ith Five Thonvans
Answers to the most important Questions of Human Life, performed in 8 simple
and pleasing mauner, by the ari of Sortiligy, by Cards, and hy Lots or Pelute,
divested of every thing that ean reudrr the sul t diiculty complled (rom ay
oid [Tlominated Manascript (belcmging to the FaaL or Fasgx, who was boheaded iue
in the reign of Elizabeth), and which was kiown to bave hegn cone

the * Virgia Queen” and her Couttier, on every momentous occasion,

ot RAPHA EL, the Astrologhr of the Nineteonth Century. Yhivd Edition
10 m«'?-um, Riruass’s Namiviry, by Zasxins 1ux SRER, Author ofthe “ Gram.

marof Mtrolegy.” 34, Miala, 0¢. coloured,

——

ZiADKIELS ALI!ANAS&‘. :d HugaLp oF AsTROLOGY) m
mamxﬁumm;m,m. ‘Pabiisised ainually, price
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Cribbage, Chegs, & Draughts.

CRIBBAGE.PLAYER'S TEXT-BOOK: heing a New and
compiete Treatise and easy Guirle to a perfect knowledge of that Intcliectunl Game, in
all its varieties; inclnding Anthony Pasquin's scientific work on Five.Card Cribbage.
By G. WALKER. Price 3¢, 6d. bound and giit, with a Colourcd Frontisplece,

CHESS MADE EASY: a New Introduction to the Rudiments of
that Sclentific and Popular Game, exclustvely for Becinners. Elegantl

i_v printed, and
itlostruted with numerous Dingrams, By G. WALKER, Price 3s. 6d. gilt edges.

“ He (Mr, Walker) has done more for Chess than any ather man now hiy ng; nothing could be
Better arrunged, or explatned, thuo is the matier of this littie Treatise,”— Mctropolutan Mogazine.

NEW TREATISE on CHESS. The Rudiments of the Game
expinined on Bclentific Principles; with the hest Methods of Playing the
mont brilllant Openings and dificult Ends of Games: including numerous origingl
Pasitions, and a Selection of Fifty New Chess Problems, By G. WALKER, ! d
Edition, corrected and improved. e

SELECT GAMES at CHESS, as actually played by
PHILIDOR and his CONTEMPORARIES. Now firat published, from the “origiaal
Manuscripts, with Notes lnf Additions, by G. WALKER. Price 5s. cloth.

STURGES’ GUIDE to the GAME of DRAUGHTS, in which the
et ey Rusirod Gumes Fiayed Ost. aua ve Homones am Pursy Cptens
‘m“"&iﬁ ‘d::p’lu,:l on Diagrams. Revisvd and improved by Q. w‘“m',
Price .

4¢, 84, cloth,
 Jostiut Sturges was the best writer on Draughis that aver a . _He spent his whole jeisnre
aldon of his favouriie wt The Gume of &-m&' wan tohim 21l 1o a1); and the beok
"w' Mol‘u:h 'ﬁmwhcnenmﬂnh he Mt llallp‘grm

".'e'ﬁwmﬂ Cpositipns,’ We promise them absadince n}mwﬁ'ﬂ"-’:ﬂ do bey

s

-ﬁgﬁm 'CARD GAMES, camplete; comprebas
i Aacludiag WRIST, CRIBBAGE, ALL FOURS, &¢. &¢. By .
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ity o gSporting Books,

AND WORKS ON AGRICULTURE.

L4 M . <1 .

l HE SHOOTER'S ANNUAL PRESENT ; containing PRAC
TICAL ADVICE to the YOUNG SPORTSMAN, in every thing relating to the
FOWLING-PIECE and SHOOTING, and of Training POINTERS and SETTEHRS.
Also, full lustructions regarding a bPOIlT\lIAN‘S DRESS, nnd bis (,nml‘art.durlnc
the S8hooting Benson : Natural fﬂumry snd Habits of alf thove Animals which cone
stitute the Ohjects of Pursuit. flinytrated with Plales by Landseer, and nuvmerons
Woodcuts. By 'T. B, JOHNSON. 'Fhird Edit. neatly t ound and Jettered, v,

Johnson's Sportsman’s Dictionary.
A NEW AND ORIGINAL WORK, entitled,

Al .
T'THE SPORTSMAN’S CYCLOPEDIA; com.
prghcndlu lht- Scl«mlim Operations of the [‘hue, the Courne, and of lll thove
which have uni 1y mlrlml !he nrnum cbaucmv. mr!
whigh are w ulemhrly pursued by the present g the
History of all those Animals which are the objects of punult s with \llunuun Anec.
dotes. By T. B. JOHNSON, Author of the ** S8booter's Companion,” &c. In one large
volume, 8vo. iliustrated wllh numerous highly-finished and emblematical Engravings,
price 314, 6d. Lound in cloth,

The Alphabetical Arrangement of this work will afford every facilit (o !b( {
and its jeadtug features will be found to contain the whole art of B0, MANS
or the Sclence of mdlnf —The DOG, In all kis Vartetier, with his m-nnu, mRONEr o!
Cure, and the mode o Bucﬂhg- and Training him for' the different Purenite 3 Direge
tions fur entering Hounds and HUNTING the Fox, Hare, Stug, &c.~The sdom snd
Practice of SHOOTING FLYING ; as well ay every information relative to the use of -
the FOWLING- PIELE.—COUBSING with Nottces of celebrated Greyhounde—~The
RACE-COURSE, with its Operationa, in afl their Varleties; of Breeding nad Tralning
the Racer; with particalar Notices of the mont distinguisbed Running Horses, - .
0% «P1T, and Mauagement of Game Cocks,~The whole art of ANGLING shd
: NG, in all their different forms, &c. '

the accommodation of the Pablic, the Sportaman’s Cye‘lo"lh A h
'i:i’:q 14 Parts, by one or more at & time, price 2. 0d, each, ’ .

YI'HE GAMEKEEPER'S DIRECTORY, & COMPLETE VERMIN
DESTROYER : containing Instructions for taking or ktiling all kinds of four.

ooted.
Vermin ; Inmstructions for the Preservation of Game ; of Hat
g:o':! g :l*nd b:amh, and rea;l th.e Ym um ‘mm,
Menayof preve roum;. y . H ;ol 3 w
th LA ut«r:n‘ R . PRSI

TN

T
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JOHNSON’S HUNTING DIRECTORY ; containing Instractisna
eding and Managing the various kinds of How particolarly: Fox-H a3
t:ll:';m with nur’::in Cure for the Dhl.em.wrm'l‘lw Pursuit of the Fox, the
, the {5 Nature of Ncent ideved awd dated. Also,
Nouce. of the Wolf and Boar Hunting in France: with a variety of Hlumuve
Dbservations, Handsomely priuted in 8vo. price 9. boards. B

r . .
r HE TURF GUIDE & EXPOSITOR ; containing Advice for
ing and Training for the Turf; Rewarks on Trnlnlnz. Truiners, Jockeys ; Corke
tails, and the System of Cocktall Raciug Hiustrated ; the Tarf and its Abuses; the
fcience of Boiting, s as nlways to come off & Winner, elucidated hy a variety of
Exnnwlx:a ] n&d every other Information coanwected with the Turf. By €. ¥.
OWN. Price Gs.

——s

# DISSERTATION on the NATURE of SOILS, and the
OPERTIES of MANURE; with full Instractions for making vateen Varteties
of Univarml Coapost, which will be found & valuahle substitute to supply the
MY} f)" sning for all Descriptiona of 8oil, and which renders Arahje

and Pmn nds frultful, keeps the Ground clean, in goud Heart,nnd lna healthy
Conditim} which In managed in the most easy wanner, at One-teath Cost of
Manuring with Dung. Price 6s

*y* From the extrey) &r smplicity in makiag this ¢ Universal Compast,” the wode«
t«le expense at whi cen"he obtained, and the ben fit it will confer ow the
industrious Husbandman, its general use in a-vvry part of the British Empire ma.
with certainty, be anticipated ;§ and if Experimental Fariny were established rn
different districty throughout Great Britain, under the fustering care ot Govern-
ment, the plan here laid down would do much towards hmproving the luternal state
of the country.~—British Farmer's Mag,

PRACTICAL HINTS for LAYING DOWN or

 NEADOW and PASTURE LAND. fHustrated with cal d Plates of 1uch 6!
Aeare of the most nutiitions Property, and best adapted for Dairy Pastures, Hay,
Green food, or for feeding and fattening Stocks: wirth full Instructions for Bowing,
‘sud the beat Seasons fur performing it. By WILLIAM CURTIS. Price 6.

Sir Jokn Sinclair on Agriculture.

THE CODE of AGRICULTURE; including O Obeervationk
{iardens, Orohards, Woods, and Plantations. By the

Mucmu,mn. Fourth Edition, in one large vol, Svo, price It.hw &)
. Editlon ta lwmod by a number of valuable Rema
--;::li. “:i m Author 'hgume the moust hum;m l'um [

m uml:hpcmle‘!my considered are o
Poi *©
1 Tre" mu-lnq nty which a rq.nf onglit mu m”;

ny extent
8 mmm of Cuiitivation which are mﬂnwmmm

.mmumcwuu. X o
&" uhiﬁ-h«mufy.

R ¥
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BR!'HSH FIELD SPORTS; ecmbracing Pracrican’ Insrrucs

Trodk in Srooring, HusTing, Counsixe, mcuw. Fwaimvo, &c.; with Observations on
the Breaking aud Tritining of Dogs nud Horses 3 alwo, the M.nﬁmcnt of Fn'lln‘o
pieoes, und alt evher 8porting Implements, By WILLIAM H

+,* This work Is heautifally priated on fine paper, and itluntrated with upwarde
of Fifty highty-finished bunnv(n;n, Thirty-fuur on Copper, executed in t\w most
characteristic style of uce, by those Fmi Artists, Scotr, Wamaxx,
Glxlo, Tooxey, Davesrort, Raxwon, and Wean, from Palntings by Reeacus,
Crexngw, ELMER, and Barrenctr; the remuinder cut ou Wood by (usnu..
'l‘lnlrlu. Austixn, and Bewick. The auther’s object bas been to present
s comnpressed A form as real utility woatd admit, Instructivnsin ail lha vario\u
l(‘lo.-hl Bports in Nudeu n Prncl.lce; thereby torming a Book of General Nefereure
on the sulject, and lucl in one vol what could not otherwise be obtained
without purchasing inany and expensive ont.—in demy 8vo. price 14 183 or fan
royal dyu, 34 3s. boards.

4 -
r HE SPORTSMAN'S REPOSITORY: comprising a Series of
highly-finished Fngravings, representing the Horse and the Dog in ail thelr varie.
ties, ncovmpanied with a Comprehensive Historical and Bystematic Description of
Ihc dllerenl Speciesof ench, U ﬂl’lr Appmrrlutﬂ Uses, Management, improvem

3 tuterspersed with inleren!ng Anecdotes of the most celebrated Horses a
Dog-, and their Owners; lLikewive n great varicty of Practical lnforgpation on
TruInInF, and the Amusements of the Field. By the Author of * British Field
‘hvmn. Price %L, 176, 6d. boards; or with Plates on India paper, 4L, 40 bound
n russia,

Just published,

H OW'TO BUY A HORSE; cnntammz Inst ructmns for the choice

our rejection of 3 Horse from his shnpe, | ,or Defectss an

of the tricks frequently in the wale am'umm: Horues, od Practie

mf L for the i snd of by Feeding, Stable

ausgement, Exercise, &c. 1§13 mlmed by Woodcuts showing the nature of mua
dluuu to which the Horse ll subject.  Small Bvo. cloth,

Shellett's Complete Cow-Doctor,

PRACTICAL TREATISE on the BREEDING COW, and
L ACTION of tbe CALF, hemro and at the time of CALVING; in which the. '
om pf dificait Parturition is convidered in all its bearings, with referencets :
] n&e:ewe. tucluding Observations on the Dhu ltm CIIJ:Q
Instruciious to the Breed g
', dnd Gmm.grnluuu-'w their owa Cnitle during 1 .f-nu-. -m«ng
b the most q:rmd moders Methods of Treatment, and the Appiication oﬂm-
wown and skilful Prescriptivns and Remedies for ¢very Divorder
nomd Cattle. The whole adapted w the ;remn nnm tale aﬂ'olal
iligraiad vith Thirtacn bigh m
s Professor on.bnm Vunhnym rﬂn lls,uh; “‘m

work which wifi be
uwo;ukn“mm-?‘"u.“' fovnd a very

Ah mtio by prnctial i Gody g L)
Mhm oiae Velehuary Praciimses 5 1o
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"T'HE GRAZIER'S READY RECKONER; or, a Useful Guide for
Auying and Selliug Cattle; being a complete Set of Tahies, distinctly |-ohul'§g
out the Welght of Biack Cattle, Slivep, and S8wine, from Three to One Hundred aud
Thirty Slones, by Measurement ; with Directions showing the particular Parts wherk
thet'altleare 1o he measured. By GEORGE RENTON, Farmer, ;New Edition,

A TREATISE on the TEETH of the HORSE; showiny its Age

by the Changes the Teeth nndergo, from a Foal up to Twenty-Three Years Old,

especially after the Figth Year. Tramslated from the French of M. GIRARD,

Director of the Royal Veterinary School at Alford, by T.J, GANLY, V.S 11th
ght Dragoons. Price 3s. 6d. 3 or with the Plates colourad, 4s. 6d. boards.

#,* This work iy strongly recommended hy Professor Coleman, in his Lectures, to
the attentlon of persons studying the Veterinary Profession, and who may wish &
be well acquainiod with the Horse’s Age.

“ The ahave useful Treatise is calculated to be of cansiderahic xervice in the present atate of our
keowirdge.  We rccommend the work to the Amaleur, the Prictiviouer, and the Veierinary

al S o
THE GROOM’S ORACLE, and POCKET STABLE DIREC-
TORY: In which the Management of Horves gencraily, as to Health, Dieting, and
Bxercise, are cousidered, tn a Series of Familiar ialogues betwern two Gromng
engaged in Training Horses to their Work, as well for the Road as the Chase nud
Turf, With an AergnnX, including the Reckipt-Boox of Jous Hinos, V.8, Second
Edition, considerably improved,embellished with au elegant ¥ rontispiece, painted
by 8. Alken, price 1s. cloth, -
#g# Thin enlarged edition of the “Groom’s Oracle™ contains a good numbep of
new points connected with training prime horsea: and the owners of working
cattle, aleo, will find their profit in con-ulting the practical remarky that are
applicable to their teams; ou the principle that keaits preserred is better than
#iseare removed.

QUTLINES of the VETERINARY ART; or, a TREARIEE
ott the ANATOMY, PHYSIOLOGY, and CURATIVE TREATMENT of the DiS-
BASBE of the HORME, and, subordinately, of those of Ngar CATTIR aud Sasee.
‘Hlustrated by turgical and Anatumicat Plates. By DELABERE BLAINE, The
&ixh Rdition, considerably hmproved and i it by the introduction of many
aew and dhmportant subjects, both in the Foreign and British practices uf the art,
and by the addition of sume new Figures. Cloth, '

. , P -
CANINE PATHOLUGY ; or, a Description of the DISEASES of
DOGS, Nowolagically arranged, with their Caases, Symptoms, and Curative Treat.
ment] and & coplous Datal of the Ramio Marrov : preceded by a Sketchof the
Narumai Hurony of the Doc, his Varieties and Quatiticas with practicat Direett
.om the Breeding, Rearing, and salutary Treatnent of these Animals, P
Pdtion, revised, corrected, and improved. By DELABERE BLAINE, Svou,)

; Buc&m‘vll on Fruit Trees, and tIu'Hnbnndry of Orchards. *
THE ORCHARDIST ; or, & System of Close Pruning snd Medi-
HARDIST ; tem of Cloa

eation for ¢ ding : ing full Instructions for
ke making of Maoure, preveuting the Blight, Caterpiilars, and for the peesery,

fail
:hre': -%:wc:pntueshmh:da?‘:‘%d: ToF

e, OMINCITe. B D BLUCRN.

: "sqavémp‘:umu:“ o, Ty Ben
TN work  for the Author tlie Prise Medal and Thavks of the alipbe
%:zuam«mmam- v : ““4’
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L7 waseful Books,

‘i‘!jde EVERY HOUSE AND FAMILY.

Jennings’ Cook’s Guide.

Just published,

"T'WO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED Pracricat. RECEIPTS
in every branch of FAMILY COOKERY; in which the art of preparing Food and Driuk
for the Humun Stomach is simplified and explained, in accordunce to the best know-
Jedge of the age, and most conducive to the health and huppluess of our species; with
proper Directions for

Ronsting | Frying  Stewing Sauces Confectionary Potting
Boiting | Baklug  Soups Gravies  Consrrves Medicinal
Brolling | Hushing MadeDishes Puddings Pickling Cookery

With au Historlcal Iutreduction on the Art of Cookery, from: the earliert periods to
the et time: On the Dutles of Conks and other Servants; Ohservalivns on
the Implements, &i. employed In Cooking; Instructions tn the Art of Carving, for
Murketing, und for Trussing. By JAMES JENNINGS, Author of the Fumil
pwedia, Continivg nearly 600 pages, price 74, id. cloth.

Moubray on Poultry, Pigs, and Cow:s.

A PRACTICAL TREATISE on RREEDING, REARING. sind
FATTEVING all KINDS of DOMESTIC POULTRY, PIGFONS, and RABUITH:
alyo on Breeding, Feeding, and Mannging Swine, Milch Cows, and Bees. ' By
RONINGTON MOUBRAY, Faq. 8eventh Edition, enlarged by a ‘freatise on Brewa
ing, on making Briviun Wiwes, (‘toem, BurTea, and Coxesx, and Countey Concorns
generally 3 adapted to the Use and Domestic Gomfuris of Private Famiiies, °
HMusirated with new and orlﬁlnnl Drawings frons Life,coloured from Natare, of
the various breeds of Fowls and Animals. 7¢. 64, cloth boards. D

* This is naquestinnably the most practical work 0o the subject i aur tm;’rw‘ nd (he iuforys.
smail pal

tinn s couveyed in piain and foteiligible terms.  The of e y i tWe “'
three pigs, witha brending sow, and = cow for cream, mitk, bntter, sod chesse, {n an i 1
enuutry- , appears hndispentibin; and (0 point out haw these may be obtAned, at 4 rew

#xpasme, weews 1o bavs been Mr. Moubray’s objert. He is evidentiy 8 gond pract n >
.m‘z;“"mu wifh yural econansy 16 1 ite branches; his Book e writien tn w tight,
style; and, Iike :;«; works of that celehrated gustronnme, conveys, At

" a8 ere

any y wEn s to pract <
found 10, the deciaratinn of an eminent raral economist, SirJoba Sinciasr, who It

osnuaces it ¢ N

best work hitherto printed’ on the subject of which it dreats, 1 le :unmr'nu--u.a v X

Cotmions Can-dar a0 Unted States, the Wast ludics, New South Wales, aad Vin nm.'.‘h'&"
w‘m

B

: R *+ English and Foreign Funds.

, COMPENDIUM of the ENGLISH and FOREIGN FU
o et frinble o Londom ol swne At of te miora 4o}

. States, iod Tables for calcaiating e valon
smi‘:"qg'" s‘f&msﬁ'ﬁi«,-m additions. By O, FANN, 'n..,w A%

.3
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A Valuable Present for Servant Maids.

FEMALE SERVANT’S GUIDE end ADVISER; or, the
SERVICE INSTRUCTOR. Illustrated with Plates, exhibiting the Methed
ont Dinner Tables, Price 8s. .

.This work bas an emphatical claiom to the sanction of Masters and ¥ NN
by its direction and instructions, Servants are enabled to perform the v:
pations of service in an eficient aud satisfuctory manner, nnd are informed of the
shethods of occasioning Lanox Savings in the Management and Use of their Employ-
‘ers’ Household Pro ?orty and Provisions: in fact, it emhraces the lugerest and
welfare of the great fumily of Mankiud— MASTERS and SERVANTS,

* By the present of & copy of the work to ench of their servants, employers mi
on the uvlgl of many pnlll{l » yeur in thelr expeaditure”—~Taunton Co-" ye o7 salely saleslate

JEVERY MAN HIS OWN BREWER, A Practical Treafise on
BREWING, adapted to then Means of Private Families, By BONINGTON
MOUBRAY, Esq. Price 1s.sewed,

FAMILY DYER and SCOURER; being a Complete Treative
on the Arts of Dyeing and Cleaulng ever: Artlcle of Dress. By \VILLIAM TUCKER
Inte Dmr and Scourer in the Metropolls, Fourth Edition, considerably improved,
42, 8d,
2 The Family Dyer and Sovares® contains much valuable information refative to dyelng end.clenn-
every article of dreu whether mude of Woal, Cotton, Siik, Fiax, or Hur aluo, Bed and W
, Carpets, Huﬂh-nu-. (.nunum honuu, Featbers, &c. In all of which a very cos-
t-tcnl.la -nin v(ll be ubserved, if the rules Ind down be uomed as it §s frequently the case
clol ﬁ(nrutlure are (hrn'n aside fn & dirty siste as uniuu. which, b‘thn‘ dyed and
olnm, uwy be worn of used much longer.”—Taunion Conrier,

———

AMILY CYCLOPZEDIA; a Code of USEFUL and
N LEIQARY KNOWLEDGE in DONESTIC ECONOMY, AGRICULTURE, CHE.
and the ARTS ; including the most approved Modes of 'l‘fement of
DlﬂElSd! ACCIDENTS, aud CABUALTIES, By JAMES JENNINGS, Esq. In
abe large vohme. 8vos price 14 12 fu boards.

‘This very usefal work contains upwards of fourteen hundred closely-printed
phages, compriving as much matter as s frequently coatained in six ordinary-sised
wetavo vo'm«. The following are the opinions of the Reviewers on its mﬂu o

* As & heok of dail { re!vnne the FAMILY CYCLOPEDIA is really invatuabdles
Itforms a portable Libra Unetal Knowledge, of eusy reference, and contaivs
::‘nnt urletyoﬂnﬁnmthm not to be fouud lu other works of similar pmcmiou.

Rter mag
L “ Itgx:uiu e large massof information onmmbhjects connected with the Dumestic
Bcououy of Life. lu matiers of Bclence and the Arts, the selections ave’ all a—o-

ngpm the best n-\bw»sa and troated in a clear and fomiilar manner.
book of dul of life, its great _pncdt.ll-tlltty
lﬂ" no doutt ensare it a !udy duction, and a "
Joteligent funily,” B3 :.,g
able manner ln which thls work fs executed affords satisfectory evideace
Mt the editor h thoroughly acy with the sub it a m
Wifum s porvs” ~ Mee ¥

L RT nf BB wiI NG on ﬁ?lBNTlFIC PRINCIPLES. -
e e NS T
?‘,
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Shaw's Domestic Lawyer.

EVERY MAN HIS OWN LAWYER; a Practical and Popular
Exgonition of the Laws of Euuns cnnlnlnln: the requlm.e Legal Information

relative to eve in which Perwons can be

placed in the r{-lry occlrrences of ’rude and Social Life. Particalarly those

nhwvno

Landiord, Tenants and Lodgers, Acrest and Distress,

Mavrisge, Beduction, Aduitery, Divorce, and Blgmn{v

Huasband and Wife, Parentihd Child, Guardian and Ward,

‘Wills and (.udhhl.i‘.xeenwrl, Advnlninrnturn, and Legateen

Auctioneers, Appraisers, Contractors, Principal, nfent or Factor,

Clergy, Uhurchwariens, Overseers, Constables, Highway, and Poor.

Insurance on Lives, Fire, and Marine,

Partnerskips Muter-,Auprrentlce-.ﬁervnnh, nml Workmen.

Felonies, F rgurie- and Bl

Bankrupts, lnml'enu. Trustees, and Bills of Exchange,

Hawkers and Pedlars, Carriers, Warehousemen, and Wharfingers.

Average, Arbitration, Award,and Set-Off.

Real Property, Innkeepers, and Gume Laws,

Includiug the important Acts of last Bession. By JAMES SHAW, .
e por Price 9¢. bound in cloth, Er

SHAW’S CONSTABLE & POLICE- OFF'ICER'S COMPANION
and GU(DB; containing “u‘l: Datles, Povnrr:‘u P ties, Ind y Remmte

COTTAGER'S FRIENDLY GUIDE in Domusmic Economyi
oompiled for the use of the Industrious Poor. Prlce od, or bs. per dozen,

"We (cel it our dny to:ull nn nl\ persons who af n ng the ‘!.

lwuw ernmrna 06 afl who wovid wish {0 see & m

toration of lhn ﬂ'hi l‘sdhnﬁ ol om ¢|u- of saciety towurds unother, ou which thele preservation
svaial orle) r ndi—we call on all such Lo rouse themselves trowm T culpable npaihy which lul

R ok thie s o Fariat e ":‘:-'i'ni'.‘.?m.&'z'ﬁ,w’mm e i ot

pr .

- . dlish hrﬁm"a %at&u, Feb, l-'o A

D —

I ) NIVERSAL, COMMERCIAL, and POLITE LETTER-
WRITER; or a complete and Interesting conxu of Famililer and u-mx Omp-
. In Four Parts = .

iat. Bo z ; Gmnw, &0, | ‘hﬂ ‘
structions for Adduwlng Perlmu of all R«mlu; 'orne of Complimentary -

s Cards 1 -nulhcmndme &e.ma mrln of Original mgn, !?»q N

Parents, Paj

%0d. Bcupnu—-ll-«nl htlalm-v. Formsof M ludntn

of &mrlor.e. Wlmnﬁmﬂm. &e‘ + in a Serles mﬂ:
&ﬂ‘ Il nmnon.-—l’nm!e Corrumdwec on varloue Toples, M"m K
st ar M .

partly selected.
Al Faminian Sosoncrs, Love, Courtablp, Merviage, &¢,
Adupied ta the uae of both Sexen. By the Ber. JOSEPH POTTS, M, ﬁ.u. u..i,,.

Seotf’s th?y Medical Adviser. oo
Jaxur Meveaw Ayvssg;

a.u
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A PLAIN and PRACTICAL EXPOSITION of the LAW of
LANDLORD and TENANT; with & Summary of the Statutes and ' Degided: Cosch
rolative (0 Ansessed Taxes, the Poor, Sewer, Watching, Lightiog, Paviug, Highwey,
Coumy, ard Ohurch Rates, With Precedents of Leuses, Agreements, Assignments,
Noticen, &e. &c, &c. By CHARLES JUOHN COPLEY, E«q. of the Hunoruble
Hoctety of the Middte Temple. Price bs. 6d, - R

%4® This work is distinguished for its clear arrangement and it plain and unaBected
style; and, from the completeness of the infor: on it affords, s adapted for the uee
of the Profession of the Law, us well ax for tha®r the public in general. In it the
many ¥ heusi g y but improperly received and admitted as
Law, us to Landlords’ ﬂlghh and Authority, and Tenants’ Liabilities, are shewn tv be
udfounded and illegal.

Dickson’s Law of Wills and Executors.

PLAIN and PRACTICAL EXPOSITION of the LAW of WILLS;
with nn ABSTRACT of the NEW LAW, I. VICTORI(A c. € ; with necessary
INSTRUCTIONS and useful ADVICE to TESTATORS, EXECUTORS, ADMI-
NISTRATORS, and LEGATFES: and of the Consequences of futestacy: aled
Directions respecting the Probate of Wills, and the taking oat Letters
Admintsteatiun; the Method of obtaining a return of the Admiunistration and
Probate Duty, if overpaid; and Forins of Inventories to be taken by Fxecators 3
with Precedents for making Wills, Cadicils, Repubdblications, &¢. By R. DICKSON,
Esq. of the Honourable Suciety of Gray’s fan. New and Improved Edition, 5. 8d.

‘¢ We rexard Mr. Dickson's publication ns 4 book which n)family above the Jow eat grade in socivty
shknuld be withont,  Aud to the lawyer 8s well as the geacrat reader, It will be foand & usciul svd
valusbie pubhication,”"—AlAenaum.

Guide to the Public Funds.

JFORTUNE'SEPITOME of the STOCKS and PUBLIC FUNDS;
containing facts and events relative to the Stocks, Funds, and other Government Seeus
sities, necewsary to he known by all persons conpected tirerewith, or who are desirous of
fhvesting their capital ; with every necessary information for perfectly uaderstanding
the nature of these Securities, aud the mode of doing Business therein ; Including a
fall Aceount of every Forcign Fund and Loan, the Dividends of which are payable ia
- . Fourteenth Editlou, revised and corrected by J, FIELD, Jan. of the Stock«
change. Price 8s. ¢loth, o

——

@ Printed uniferm with the Million of Facts.

ARTS of LIFE and CIVILIZATION ; with Accounts of sl ibe
mm?ﬂﬂq" of NATURE aud INDUSTRY. and Practicat ?Jw
g3

. es, Chemistry, P , Ru lding, Mechantes,

< Sock -oen.ntmnmunn:"u;sa. accarding to the best Awtborities

' intest Dingoverics. 1n 100 coluhus of rl‘.«:!u'?mil type, forming & very thick voluine

+ imduodecimo. By SR RICHARD PHILLAPS. Price lis cloth. ) .
" 1t 1a 8 work of Proceses, and of Practical Detalls relative to whatever mew.do.

Socwety 3 and itapplies, In'a aativfactory wmasner, to every rut—iwl Pry
nad Pr , Worhshoy [ e §
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Letters to a Mother.

I8 :
JEURZDIA, (he felicity of having heulthy children,) being
LETTERS to « MOTHER, on the WATCHFUL CARK of her INFANT, in
reference wo/the NURSE, COLD, DAMP, the OPEN AIR, and CLOTHING: of
INFANTILE DISKASES in general, and the Remediea: contatning cogent reas
sans for the mother being the nuwise of her own children. By a P!ﬂﬂlcllﬂ.
Price 34, 64, bound and gilt.

' This,nny be considered as the b p ) ambra uhject of the by
nm“\g) ered as the book of physical Education, aud embraces 2 & h}ecnmh"kl:.ﬂ

impol ttue apprars Lo have beeo writie en
d, wh"«vi. of some unportunce in u work nfku\u iR E

¢ very mother. Although the volum

there o, nievertheless, * much method 1 it
& degree of freedom, which xhows it Lo bave been wriiten, * con amore,’ with a now)
of the subject by she suthor. The dutres of a mother and wet-puree are succinctly awd brivfly In
down; wiml the ‘chajlers on the eml detection of infantile disease are calcniated io afford m
Yaluable informatfon au points of vital importance Lo the young. A philosophic wnd Christino spir!
breathes through the work : aud there are wone who are, or who are likely to become motlers
will be interested fu tls contents ; we therefore cordially recommend it to all ¢ sorts wnd eonaitions’
of women,""—Educational Magazine, Apri) i836.

O 1t i a dittle volnme exempt from qosckery, and admirahly calcnlated to imprese uann » molber
Rot merely the duties to her mfant, but to feach hera great variety of lessany, whish every affec.
tionute bosom wili dehight to study and chrish.”'—Monthiy Review, April 1838,

Death Blow to Fraud and Adulteration.

" G
DKADLY ADULTERATION and SLOW POISONING UN.
MASKED; i which the blood-cmpoisoning and life-destroying Aduitsrations of
the Necessaries and Luxurles of Life, particularly Whies, Spirits, Beer, Brend,
Tea, Confectionary, and Medicines, are discovered : with ready Testaor Methnds
fer detecting the Fraudulent Adulterations, or thie Good and Bad Qualities. New
Editon. By AN ENEMY OF FRAUD AND VILLANY, Price bs. bound in cloth,
* The nae and excelirnce of this admiradle volume shoald be known to every person who veipss
bealth and isfe'—Monthly Gazelte of Health. s

We have not lately met with « volume which ceatains more useful information aod smvusing
MBtr thay the present vie.'’—Monthly Review,

Sir Jokn Sinclair on Health and>Long Life.

THE CODE of HEALTH snd LONGEVITY; or, a General
View of the Rules and Principles for Parsgrying Hearta and Prorosdine Livst, By
the R Hon. $ir SOHN SINCLAIR, Bart. Fifth Edition, in one iarge tolums,
$ve,,1 Puted with Sevea Portraits of Celobrated Persons who attafned Extras
erdinary Ages. Price v0s. -
*.* Four heavy and expensive Bditions of 8ir John Sinclair's % Code of Heanth”
bave stimped its merit and utility : it is the most comprohensive and
work on Realth and Longevity yet published, and has been the storehouss feom
which all subscquent writers bave d much vatuable inf

# The art of preserving health

4 giviog longevity to man, link in that chatn of 3
pursuits 1o which 10: bave drm‘:ﬂr'{::r. li—'ﬁ" ‘n adi o oo b
Iter £

" My ohligations for the vammtiachs
3 ‘n‘do aod o
h}

ion'nf i It it s meyted by the g formetidg
'l have “«l bz: pu'ubz them., + m‘%‘iz‘::l‘nu w o
sl ke LA oy ""‘"'r?.ﬁ
' : X fe - Bpvengics Prefese b M M -
2] "
' s o1 the grestest imporiance, The work § have with grest sathelaction; $ad
Mireboapit ‘Which 1¢ fomter mwh-—n.wﬁ‘m e,
PR . I «
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Sturges’s Publican’s Ledger.
PUBmcu's JOURNAL sd LEDGER, on an origies)

much of the Courts

el whl:i wre added, a ‘Iev Bet of Tables ulc-llted by Mr. William Tate, M
1&;!! of every usunl Dimension, wherehy the Quantity in Gallone and
s instantly shown, hy taking the wet inches: aivo, 2 Summary of the
ws ulantlns l’uhllum -nd Inukeepers, with Useful Hiats to Publicauns in
OGeneral. By JOSH WGES, Authorof a Treatise onthe Game of Drawghts.
Anew Edition, 'lu mprovomenu. Price, for One Year, 4. 94. sewed, or u.u.

baifdbound} for Two Years,9s.6d.} and for Threc Years, 132, halfsbound.

VINTNER’S BREWER’S, SPIRIT MERCHANT'S, and LI-
CENSED VICTUALLER'S GUIDE ‘and INSTRUCTOR ; contalning an extemsive
Collection of approved RECEIPTS, (many of them never before gubllubed).
MANUPACTURING WINES, MALT LIQUORS, CIDER, PERRY, VINEGA
SPIRITS, LIQUORS, ESSENCES, CORDIALS, and ( OMPOUNDS, in umn\nec
with the pnun imyrovrd PRACTICE; IMPORTANT HINTS on CELLARING,
apd the & Masagement of all the Articles enumerated ; Abstracts of the
Laws affucting lnln rs, with varlous Tables, and Miscellaneous Matter for
oonatant Reference. Arranged with particular attention to the Interests of the
T'navr, as well as for the use of Private Families and Gentlemen's Butlers, &c.
Wy & PRACTICAL MAN. Fifth Edition, 19mo. 7. cloth,

D

Clarke’s CompleteCellarman, &c.

YPUBLICAN and INNKEEPER'S PRACTICAL GUIDE, and
Tcthode of Maraging, Proseraiog,. and Improvine Wines, Spin, and M
““‘“"{,“'“‘;&m on and Mansgement of Cordiale and C !

and extenst ﬂ‘ .li‘d'-: H‘ ol ‘vt':: o

#mu aon ng and extensive experience in the Management of ta:
ine nl !g.ﬂl anlts; with particaiar D|‘|'-:euom for Mixing, Reducing, 3‘4
Quality of Wines, }liﬂu. &c. The Laws and Excive Re, tHons
“W kﬂll lnd Wine an t Dealers; the Statutes for Quartering
Inl !dﬁ the P o-t-l'hm Dutles and Regulations; snd Precaution.
ons  to Penou entering Intv the Public Line. By WILIJAM

cuns Price 70, cloth.

Dubrunfaut on Rectification and Distilling.
COMPLETE TREATISE on the WHOLE ART of DISTIL.

MTIO!. with Pa Auu:m;::‘lnr fro- Conn,
fﬁc agrhﬁn.'ﬁmm. ..3 vmﬂ& n'ﬂ Krss. Ay
the §

-‘

lmm‘hm
hm

o——

V'8 ORIGINAL CELLAR-BOOK or, m
.‘w ¥ - mm mmmn‘
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Rev. W. D. Conybeare's Lectures.

LEMENTARY COURSE of THEOLOGICAL LECTURES,
in Parts,—Part [. On the Evidences of Mluihm, nataral and revealod.—
1L, On the Criticism and Interpretation of the Blble.—(il. On cho pocullnr Doge
trines of Gheistianity, Dellvered in Bristol Collar . W,
OONYBEARE, F.R.N, Correspondinug Member of the ln-«tltule nf France,
&c. &¢. A New Edition, considerably uinproved, price 9s. cloth, lettered.

- W th { inrit i [
work weery 52‘;1'.!}‘.‘:,'«:,:&1:5.‘3“.?:&“1 Tor Lvery mean may bmtervad, E:é'.'.&'::‘.'?;.f,'ﬂ'.:
* Mr, £ M-:::': .l';a mlk:'ttr;:h!'mnbulnl‘nm-nou in a smali compass, and his work will
lou-_l b:’ uﬂrulc? I::calblk‘ll'u:deﬂh -v_v“fj"('" b d “ " ":u h'(‘ . be
i v v, v
R R L
o rolnting Lyl " unmu wi |IOIl Or o
rality, :I‘d‘lnlrlllg cfwme lplri‘l- —i‘d‘" eviow. ox7s waaficcind candour snd i

Dy. Thornton’s Botany for Youtk.

EAsy INTRODUCTION to the SCIENCE of BOTANY,
u,,,"{ the of Cp a Father and hiy8on, By R. J
THOANTON, M.D. late Lectarer on Bmu at Guy'- Hospltal. Price s, bis,,
o¢ with the piates coloared, 81,

“ (glenlated to inl!lnlo the nnde,t by elly |"'rl(hllcvu. into 3 systematic uisitien of tha pri
cipics of this pli asing department ol termn of art sre famitine! h“!’rl.llwd with n!r'
et bt SO '.5‘.‘|.‘L’:?}«".ﬁ'tﬁ‘?l:ﬁhi“ﬂ‘.ﬁ?&"ﬁ: rranyement, sod's irespoms of
::ﬁ::: TA‘:I‘I;H;::” :::d -abu:dlulhn."—ﬂml we . perceplion of

.
' Bakewell’s Introduction to Mineralogy.
AN INTRODUCTION to the STUDY of MINERALOG\ 5 or,

‘Tuy Stuprvt's Poossr (‘uumu. o ncillul ith thi

and refined Science. Ry J. R, BAKEWELL, F-q P.ﬂ.!. C.R, Qn. lllwnud
with Engravings of uaetondludlul aM transverse Bectionof a Tin and Copper
Mine. n;ri“ 98 or wh.h the Plates coloured, 8a,

% All persons who wiab to b, inted with the Sel Uhﬁ:@.

vlll find this volume a valuable acquisition. The proprietors of estates, the n
A:::n manufacturer, may all make it subservient to their respective purssl
and intereats.

Annual Presents.

Y 0UNG GENTLEMAN’S BOOK. Containing s Series of
Cholce Mnn in Pqpuln Menu md Natural His x to ¢t.hn with Retrospestive
Ewngays, C Literary K , &e.

% T volusee contatns 480 pages of closly printed matter, sad desrrves the patronags of ey, é

eRisry muu and of every 'ro-o«v of the d-l.dou of useful ko ne! 1
of o sod nllumeul lc I'"l‘, y ullunu, q ll '::f' 9

en'en
&rz ?r‘-':»f:n.f 35") the ‘rh. ﬂuolq; :‘-: ew;,;::m-‘ m %

Mv muamsu-s BOOK.” Containing s Seloction of
Airacter oW ok By e as. By i & m":d e ot e Yo:u"(;'umm' e Bock mﬁ.ﬁ
“'~

riny
‘ it M lm- ll~
m v:'.‘& ‘mn -men? um -n

-??-?-'ﬂ"" %w‘ﬂ%u&r& [ E
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TO THE CLERGY, PAROCHIAL OFFICERS, AND RATE-PAYERS OF THE
BRITISH DOMINIONS.

Price 5s. 6d. 2 New Edition, being the 4ih, of the

AROCHIAL, LAWYER; or, CHURCHWARDENS' and
OVFRSBERE' GUIDE : containing the whole of the Brarurg Law, with the De-
istons of the Courts of Law aud Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction, on the Duties,
;«nen. and Liabilitiey of those Ofcers, with full aud plain Instractions for thels
};'nl and eficiemt discharge: and embodying all that is useful and pracecal’ in
AN Patoxiux’s * Instructions to Churchwnrdens.” By JAMKS S8HAW, Fuq, of
the Honourable Sncle? of the Middle Temple. Author of *“ Every Man his Owu
Lawyer: or & Practical Kxpositlon of the Lawa of Engiand.”
*,4 In the New Editlon of this popular work are now first added—A Syxorsg of
Parochial Statistics ; — Susussrions for the AMguiorATION of the Condition of the
or —Mxans for Frevenﬂup the Increase of Pari-h Puupers, for diminisbing the
hurthens and relief of RATR-Pavgns, and for exonerating Parishes from the profli-
ate expenditure and vexatious proceedings of Belecl Veustrier 3 together with the
&;w ACT for the AmpnpmexT of the PQOIL LAWS, digested under distinct heads,
trowt referencu, .
The Work ia divided into Fonr Parts; the first and second re'ate to the Duties,
Powers, aud Reap ibllity of Chure ard Overseers, with the Munage-
ment, kelivf. and Employment of the Poor, by &elect Veviry, Guurdians, or
Uvuaters. The third and fourth Parts embrace the Law, Pracuce, and Procecd.
fugs of Open and Select Vestries, with some necessary information respecting tha
Office of VesTay CLERK, PArisng CLERK, CoNsT\BLES, SEXTONS, &C.

o S

(FERMAN POPULAR STORIES, collected by MM. GRIMM,
from Oral Tradition, *Fourth Edition, illustrated with 23 litchings by GEORGE
CRUIKSHANK. 2 vols, 144, bonnd.

7 This book ought to be i the pusseasion of the man as & curiosity, and of the child as a5 smave®
ment."—New Alonthly Magazive.

“ \Yhut with the German sarietdes in these well-known tales, and the clever designs of George
Crathebnak, certain 15 1e that the volumes deserve unqualified prulve,”—Lit, Gazo

Morley on the King's Evil.

AN ESSAY on the NATURE and CURE of SCROFULOUS
DISORDERS, commonly called the RING'S EVIL. Deduced from long Observa-
tlon aad Practice, Forty-sccond Edition, revised, with Additions, and .g'l.:

of

fixty Chves, the Remedies in them used, and occasionnl Remarks. To whi
efixed, & Plate of the Herb Vkavain, and its Root  Published for tbe
ankind, particularly the Common People. By the late JOHN MORLEY, Kaq.
of Halstead, in Ksmsex. Price 1a. 84, stitched.

Hints for the IMPROVEMENT of TRUSSES : _ intended to
ud to L .
?’n&:r‘:ﬁsi‘ﬁ&}x'ﬂ:ﬁ‘;;;g ;’ prevent the necessity of an Uude,nl,p

—

A PRACTICAL TREATISE on the EFFICACY,
ﬁ'ﬂ? of tbe DOLACHOS PllUIul."th = COWHAGE, internally m&:‘rﬂ
A5ASESoccasiondd by WORMS, By L.CHAMBERLAINE, Tenth As,

IDR. WILSON'S NARRATIVE of a VOYAGE ROUND THE
Worid, Compreliending sn Account of the Wyeck of the Ship Governor Ready, in

By & D of the British Settlempnts on the Coasts of New Hol
pn:?u‘ndy Raffes Bay, Melrille Ialand, Nwan River, ndx.me

Aty Natpral Productions, Climate, Commierce, Agricultare, Govermmarat

Custome of the
e e R e e
. “ ‘

es, ByT. B WILSON, M.D. R.X, Nembor of the Royal
Bortaty Bra. Wik Flatie oad Map, 136, boand sad letered, it
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Freemasoury.

] . N
SIGNN and SYMBOLS, Tllustrated and Explained, in a course of
TWELVE LECTUREN on 'REEVMASONRY. 1 volume, Svo, 8econd Editton, By
the Rev. G, OLLIVER, D.D. Vicar of Scopwick, Depnty Prov  G. M for Lincoln=
shire  Mey Elltion, couniderably enlarged, with inany additiousl Notes, Sy,
price 9s. cloth.
S What Is Musonry?
A beautifal wysiem of morality, veiled in allegory and illmtratcd by SYMBOLS

JPREEMASON’S QUARTERLY REVIEW; consisting of
Remintece nces, Mem irs, Original Papers and Escays, and Masonle fntelligenee
frow all the Ladges in the Wotld, 21 Numbers, continued Quarterly, price 82, each.

JACHIN and BOAZ, or an Anthentic Key to the Door of Free-
wmasonry, with an appropriate Eagraving; to which s added, & List of ali the
Lodges in the World. 8vo sewed, Is 64.

THREE DISTINCT KNOCKS at the DOOR of FREEMA-

SONRY, bewng a univeraal description of all it branches, from ity 8 rise to this
time, as it is delivered at all the Lodges. Froutispiece, 8vo. is sewed,
-

My. John Var Iey’:Wol ks on Drawing.

A PRACTICAL TREATISE on the ART of DRAWING in
PERSPFCTIVE , adapted for the Study of those who draw from Natnre, by which
the usnal Frrors may be avorded By JOHN VARLBY. Illustratnted with numerous
Examples, price 7s.

VARLEY’S TREATISE on the PRINCIPLES of LANDNCAPE
DESIGN, with General Ol servations and Inatructions to Young Artists. Ilostrated
with Sixteen highly finshed Viens Elegantly printed n folio, price 20 bf.-bd,

* % Mr. THoMas Suiiw, In his Art of Draning, says,—* The celebruted water-
colour painter, JOHN VARTFY, v the only one who has ever attemipted to write on the
theory of effect systematicully, and his works 1 strongly recommend to those students
who are well advanced,”

VARLEY‘S PRECEPTS of LANDSCAPE DRAWING, ex-

emplified in Fifteen Viwe'e with Instructious to Young Artists. Price s,

VARLEY'S STUDIES for DRAWING TREFS; consisting nf
the Rudimeuts of FoLiack, the Oak, the Wxxring Wi ow, the CHxsnuT, and the
Etn, represented lu Five Quarto Plates, Price bs.

VARLEY'S SPECIMENS of NINETEEN PERVMANENT
COLOURS, with particular Instructions for mixing and using them, Price 3s.

1GHT EASY LESSONS on the A?EowRAW!NG in PER-
STECTIVE e v PSS Sl AT o Seenir

The Jesuits' Perspective.

PRACTICAL PERSPECTIVE ; or, an Essy Method of sepre-

NATURAL OBJECTS arcording 1o the RESULT of ART, sppiind ang en-

Vo ail the variety of cases, as LANDRCAPES, GARDENS, ﬁlmmn., snd

levaze: x Work bighly necessary for PAswraas, Evosavass, Asouirsurs, Eu.

SRMDRRY, STATUARISS, Jewnutnrs, Tarusray Wossaxs, aod aif o,

in uuxw. Tranelated from by K. CHAMD s BRR, In
olume, 410, with 180 Copperplates, price i& 1ie. 64,
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