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INTERN.TION.L IIILIT.RY TRIBUN..L FOR THE F..R maST

TEE UNITED ST.TES OF .JERIC.., et al
“ YG =

...aR..KI’ STsl G0, ot D..l

Swvorn Deiosition
Deponent s- OB..R.,., Junichi
Having first duly swvorn on oath as on cttached shoot and in
accordance with the »rocelurc followvod in 1y country I herchy dopose
s follows:
Ily mano is OB.R., Junichi, I forriorly was enployod by the Nanyo

Kohatsu Kaisha which is the South Soas Frouotion aond Deveolopiiont Joint
Stock Cenpany Prior to Juney 1941 I was hood of tho company's sugar
manuiactory on Tinian Islande T then wos transforred to tho Coinpany's
branch=officec on Salpan as a dircetor of the company having ovor=all
charge of the sugar incdustry on Saipan, Tinion and Rotae I reachod
Salpan in .jugust of 1941, Iixcept for short trips I was on
until 1944, at which tiie I roturncd 1o Jopgn,

dith the background I have ziven as to the nature of 1y work
and uy stay on Sacipan I foel confidont there is little I did not
know about tho Island., The Island was certoinl © not fortifiod before
Decoitber 8, 1941,at tho outbroak of ware fven after that ti 1o and

ilrmoediately before the allerican attack therc were no offective

defonsos construct od o

Hore is thec actual condition of Saipon on Decenber 8y 1041;

-1“




Dofs Doce /1515

There was an airfield at .slito which consistcilof o thin coating

of concroto spread over the aire-stripe. It was borun in 1934,.and
coiplotod in 1935, 1In 1939 it wus increusod in size, the work

being done by our coupunye Thore was also g sncll seo plano: rail
conslsting of two sunll hangars capablce of housing one plane cpiccos
Thorc was o siall warchouse for sparce parts and a fow erude buildings
sorving as lodging quartcrs for the emzlovecs of theo ficld,

Thero were no oil tanks on Saipan copable of holding oil at the
tie of the outbroak of ware Thore worc soio tanks in‘tho procoss of
boing constructce’ and vhich wore not coupleoted until well iuto 1942,
Mfter the outbreak of war soune runs weroe moved into ngikan and Nafutan.
Sorio tinme loter, those guns worc renovel znd woodcn gung nut in their
placcCe I saw ono wvootten run boin~ instdlled.

actuclly, tho situation on Saipan wos such that an attoel at tho

tiic of tho outbreck of war would have found the Island ontirely helpless,

Tindan and Rota wore in o like conditione It is ridiculous to scy thesc
Islands wverc fortified unloss tho inforua%ibn I have given &:rrants that
conclusion,

I have boen showmn tho affidavit ;ur;oftoﬁly éado by oK. T3U,
[lnkotoe (Prosccution ixhibit 884) I kuow hin well sinco he served
\

under e as o techuician in our company's sugcr factory on Tiniun
for about tu. yearse .ftor ho wus transforiod to Saipan hardly a

oy went by that I did not sce hin in connoction with tho Qoupeny's
worke Hving Heon aske! #f I acroc with tho info;mation in hig ollof=

od affidavi® I most omphatically say I do uots
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The facts I have already given will indiccte ny disagreenont
with tho statenent. Therc wore no ailitory installations in the
vicinity of the .sslito field; thorec werc no concretc tronches ond
sheltors around tho field; thorc were no cocstal puns locatod on
Agingon Point and Nafutan Point, or any other place »rior to the
comtienccuont of hostiliticse I comnot bolieve LK JLTSU was in g
botter position tha: I to nike thesc observotions -nd hence I
soriously quostion the accuraey of the stotconont.

48 to tho stotonoent contained in Prosccution Exhibit 890,
that construction on five barrack buildinrs to housc approxinatcly
39000 persons was begun in 1938, I ¢an only suy it is entircly
faolsee When nilitary —orsonnel ccome to the Island in liareh 1944

+ 1y ovn houso cnd half of the company's structurcs wore
turned over to thon beccusc of lack of barr-cks., Even then part
of the troons had to livc in tonts,

I know nothing about restrictions on foreirners visiting Saipan,
Tinian and tho nearby Islands, I do knov thet the Nanyo Trading
Coippany which had an office in Guam »ulled out in 1933 beczuso of

nurierous irade restrictions and that in 1936, I believey Japanesc

1

were prohibited by .usieric-n authorities fron roine there.

On this 23 doy of Loy, 1947

at Tokyo

(socl)
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I, ONO Seichiro, horoby cortify thut the abovce statonont
vas svorn by tho Deononcnt, who affixed his sipnoturce an seal

hereto in tho proscnce of this Jitnesse

On tho saue date

at Tokyo

iitness : /S/ OWO Soichiro (so2l)

Q. TH

In accordancc with 11y conscionce I swoar to tell tho whole

truth with holding nothing and adding nothing.

/S/ 00 Soichiro (secal)




