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- SUZUKI, Bunshiro

I, SUZUKI, Bunshiro, after having been duly sworn
according to the Japanese formula, make the following atasie-

ment of my own free will:

I am - -ye&rs'oangej énd recide at No. 940, 3-ch6ma,

X Kitazawa-cho, Setagaya Ward, Tokyo, Japan.

I I was a Journulist connected with the Asahli Shimbun
from June, 16, to October, 1945, and at a later periocd 1
became a Director of that newspaper. At present I am the
Managing Eqitor and Fublisher of the Japanese Branch of

the Reéder's Digest.
1. Unfortunately when the Pacific War broke out, I

thought that the war should be brought to an end as
speedily as possible. At the same time, I knew that the
greatest obqtacle to taking the question of peace into
consideration was the attitude of the Military Authorities,

Hence it seemed to me that the best opportunity to take up

the question of peace, as viewed from the intermal and |
external situation of Japan, would be the time of the A
defeat of Germany, and that the best way would be to

appeal to Great Britain through a neutral country, 1l.e.

Sweden-
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As T had always been friendly with Mr. Bagge, swedish

to Japan, since February, 1938, I wag on such terms

Minister
ge opinions VerIy frankly.

with him as to be able to exchan
1643 while he was ataying at

T visited nim in the summer of
termination of

stating to him my view on the

Karuizawa, &nd,
reminded him that he was in

the war, as mentioned above,

a position 1O achieve a great 1ife-work as a diplomat.

Mr. Bagge appeared 1o have been falrly deeply impressed, but .

replied: n am afraid I shall be unable tO do anything, 1if

4t is only your oOwn personal opinion." Subsequently 1 had

with Mr. Baggze, and at last he
ed it, he was

segveral occasioneg tO telk

told me that, 1t the Japanetce Government desirT

willing tO +pansmit its wiehes to his home Government 1in

peace negotliations.,

order- to find & beginning toward
Minister at

1944, I visited the Foreign

2. In March,
my opinion &8 mentioned

his official residence, end expressed

with the detalls of my talks with Mr. Begge.

above, together
hole time.

pemitsu 1i1stened earnestly the w

Foreign MinlsterT Shi
"T have listened most

and 1 am grateful ©tO you," approving what I

attentively,
nFortunate enough Mr. Bagge is

de further gald:
I will telk with him fully.

with me at once, 88

had done.
n T was

leaving Japan 10T NOMmE .
oureged U0 8¢€° him €8 agree

yvery much enc
M¥r. Shigemitsu had always &

I received the jmpression that

gimilar plan, and that my opinion cépﬁided with his ideas.

made an engagement with h
effect sonfidentially.

I thereupoOn im for Mr. Bagge, and

informed him to that
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During the time Foreign kinister Shigemitisu had the
interviewed with.ub. Bagge, 1 was wslting in the Swedish Lege-
tion et Tokyo, anxious to hear the result of the talk., Mr.
Bagge returned in a very good humor, end told me: "ir,
Shigemitsu was very frank in what he said to me., He stated
that he would leave the matter to my discretion, as the general
<ituation surrounding Great Britain might be made clearer to
us when I returned home. We have arranged that we shell
consult, after my arrival in Sweden, by exchange of ciphered
telegramsthrough the Japanese Legation at Stocxholm."

I met ir. Bagge after that., I know that Mr., Bagge was
firmly determined to carry out thig‘miaaion entrusted to

him by Foreign Minister Shigemitsu.
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