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INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIEUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AVERICA, et al,

-8 -

AHAKI Sadao, et al,

- Defendants. -
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YAMAMOTO KUMA ICHI

Having flrst duly sworn an oath as on the attached shest,
iln accordance with the procedure prevailing in my country, I
hereby deposs ss [ollows:

l. I was dirsctor of or chargad with the affairs of the
Last Asliatic Bureau of the Foisipgn Ministry from September
1940 to November 1942, during which time I was concurrently
director of or chargzd with the affairs of the American Bureszu
from October 19,41 to November 1942,

2. Chapter 26 of the Affidavit of Oka Takazumi (Exhibit
No., 3473) stntzs as follows in the beginning:

"Japan's final reply to thse Unitad States' note was
drafted by the roreign Office and was deliversd to ‘me

by . Yamamoto of the Forelipn Office. AS was customary,
I ordered my subordinates to study the draft. 4As a result
thoreol I sensed that it was 1inadequate as a final note,
and 21t that it would ke appropriate to insert the
wording that we reserve the rirhit to freedom of action.
iccordingly, thls wording was inserted in the draft and
relatzd to lNr. Yamamoto, Howevar, when the draft of the
final note was distrlbuted by the Woreign Office at the
lia2lson conference in early December (I do not remembep
the date) I discovered that ths suggested revision was

not made. After the conference I asked Mr. Yamamotn
whether that could be regarded as the final note, to which
he repli.d in the affirmative, and we parted,"

5. The draft of the final memorandum to the United States
which I sent to Dirsctor Oka of the Naval Affairs Bureau of
the Navy lllnistry was, 28 I have testified already in this
court, prepared In accordance with what had been discussed at
the Lialson Canfarence (Exhibit No, 2915), but I did not there-
after rzcelve from Dirzetor Oka any draft with the addition
that fre=sdom of actlion be reserved, nor had I any discussion
with him on such a question. I distributed the draft of the
memorandum at the Llalson Conference of l} Decembar, but I do

net recall having, at the adjournment of the Conf'erence, been
aslted by Dirsctor Oka whather the memorandum was an ultimatum
nor having mads any r3ply to him.
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Tn accordance with my conseience I swear to tell the
whole truth, withholding nothing and adding nothing. |

vamamote Kumaichi (seal)

On this 9th day of December, 19117
i \t Tokyo
Deponent: Yamamoto Kumaichi

I, Nishi Harvhiko, hereby certify ‘that the above
statement was sworn to by the deponant, who affixed his
signature and seal theratn in the prescncs of thls witness.

On the same date

At Tokyo

Witness: Nishi Haruhlko (scal)

Translation Cerriificate

I, Nishi Haruhiko, of ths defznsc, heredby certify that 1
am convarsant with the English and Japaneze languages, and
that the Toregoling is, to thea bagt of my knowledge Aand bellef,
a correct translation of the origlnal documernc,

Nishi Haruhiko (s=zal)

& Tokyo
2 15 Decembar 1947




