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3ubjects Japanese Airfields,
/

Per zon Interrogated and Backgroundi

; Major SAITO, Yoshishi, graduated from HokkgIdo ImppLi ty
| 19343 employed by the Army as a civil enginedr dojn ¢
) construction work; 1937 = 1940 with the 2nd\ 4\rfiel &jon

Units 1940 = 41 with the 3rd Flying Divisiong\oince
Koku Hombu doing airfield coustrusction rlamnir@dnd —ese:
Entered Army in 1942, -
Where Interviewed: Meiji Building,
- Interrogator: Lt Palfrey
Interpreter: Lt Snelder

Allied Officers Present: Captain Haskins
Captain Logan

SUB!IM’ARY: Problems and processes of airfield construc’ion in China anC Jopanj
the surfaces used, and the difficulties encountered due to the shortage of
equipment and supplies,

Q. When you were in China, who determined what airfields were to be built, and
vhat material they were to be made of?

A, The Intendance Section of Koku Heidan (4ir Command),

Q. What type of surface did the airfields naves 3 |
A, Goncréte, asphalt, macedom, clay and linc, gravel, grasse.

Qe Which type surface do you consider most satisfact&ry?

A, Asphal_t. However, there were only three fields in Chinc with asphélt surfacc,
Q. How widely was conerete used in China? |

A, Not much, although the key operantional ficlds were pevad with concrcte,
The weather in the area, local supplies of cement, and the shipments poeti™'»
from Joepan were the detormining factors. - | |

Q. What men were uscd in airfield construction?

A, There were 120 men in the construetion unit of whom 20 were civilinn
specinlists, and the rest wore ordinary soldicrs, The bulk of the raatal
labor was done by Chinese labor, '

.‘,J'

Q. What equipment did you have?
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INTERROGATION No. 471 {contd) RESZRIGCIED

A. 3 rollers, 1 crusher and 1 concrete mixer with s cepacity of
. sbout 30 cubic meteds a day.

_ A What was the average time 1t took to bdui'd en airfield?

| A. Tor e large airfield (1200 metres) sbout 6 monthsy f£or 2 smell
- one ebout 2 months.

é - Q. . How thick wes the surf ace?

| A If the soil wae soft, we put in e base of 2biut 20 centimetrss
. . of crushed rock: if the enil wes hard, as it usuelly was in |
Chine, we put in a base of sbout 5 centimetres. Then came the
concrete surface of 8-~10 centimetres in thickness. ve wiuld
newe prefered to heve 15 centimetres of coincrete, but the
supcly was limited.

‘l*’

Qe wes the concrete Etd in sections in Chinu?

-

A only in about 20 percent of the fields. Hali of those hed
esphalt joinss, acd half wood joints. However, the wood

joints were not very practical since they coula not withstand
the pressure of the concrete.

Q. Do these figures ap:ly 2lso to Jeapen?

A, 1No; in Jepan, 60 percent of the concrete fields were leid in
sectionse, 4/5 with esphalt and 1/5 with wond joints. However,
during the last two yecars sections were not used very much beceuse
of the shnhrtage »f esvhelt.

G. Was the concrete reinforced with stcel?

A. Almyst never,
Q. Didn't she singl  etrip concrcte cracx in winter?

A, Yes, it would develon crecks in Northern Jepen where teunpsrature
chenges were extreme. In Hokkaldo myst of the fields were peved %
with concrete secti-ne or with ssphslt tH avoid this crecking.
During the lest yesr we finished 4 well-surfeced ficlds in
Hokkeido (Seppors, Obihirn, Kénebetsu, and Yokumo) with 15

centimetres of send (which didn't shift eround in weether oex-
tremes) as 8 bese, '

G. Whet was the thicknese :f the Macecem base?

¢ A. The mecedam and crushed stone ¢ noineti~n Yyaried from 5 to 15
cecntimedires, - #

i Q. which reguir:d more repeir, the Mecedam 5r the ¢ ncrete?l
M

A. The Macedem required almost deily ettentirn, slthough the
repaeirs were more eaklly mede.

G. who performed the repsirs in generell

-

A, The conetruction units did the lerge repeirs, end the eirfield
vettelions did the smsll scele, non-technical worke

Qe whe t equipint‘nt dic the =irfield batts‘li-md heve, end whet work
could they do? '
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INTE ROGATION No. 471 (contd)

~ two rollers. The only work they could
acedem surfece with

A1l th=sy hed were oOn= O
concrete or M=

A.
" do was to fill in holes in-the

dirt and cleye.
work at Air Headguarters, did vsou decide sirfield locetions?

n airfisld be built in a generel

G. In your
and mece our recommed—

rters directed that e

A, Air Héadqua
rea, inspected 1it,

erca., We went vo the &
ations, which were usuelly accepted.
construction of airfields oversecess’?

Did Air Hesaquerters direct the
who planned the constrﬁction

It operated through the fi ld comménds,

in their arees.
al1ists snd eguipment overseas ON &

Diad they ever send out specil
lerge project?

r\.
t"Sl

but in my opinion the best eguipment was OVEISS

Ocezsionelly;
ntrectors in Japen.

e
We used civilien co

Whet percentsge of the Army eirficlde 1in Jepen were pevedl
out 55 percent of the Army eirfields
in Jepen were gress snd 45 percont paved, of which 3/4 were
soncrete end 1/4 esphelt. There ves #lmoet no Mecedem in Jepen.
1ude the 20 or 30 smell secret gress

This proportion does not inc
lending striose which were built in the Spring of 1945,

Do you know if the Nevy hed sbout the same provortion?

I would cstimete thet 2D

Q.

A, TheNavy had more'p?ved eirfie1da. The ollotments of -sphelt end
concrete were evenly dlvided between the Army end Nevy, and since
the Army hed soO meny other uses for these meterisls they hed less
to use on 2irfields. '

Q. Was ther cver = concerted effort bo incresse the number of paved
fields?
A, . Yes, until the secret sirfield orogrem of 19405.
Q. When was the grestest period of eirfield construction since 19417
A. 1943 eond 1944, There was @ serious shortage of concrete in

1945.
n fields thet had been heevily bgmbed?

Did you do eny mejor work o
My principal work was 1n extending the-

A. No repsir work.
-irficlds, planning dispersal fields, and such work.

score of
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